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Emma Pauline "Polly" 
Hite Stricklin, Bill Wesley 

Dyer, Myrtle Jean Davis 
Chaney
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Cullman, 

for the best 
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our lives.
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Ball celebrates 
Burgermeisters 

past and present

Cullman Oktoberfest 2023 Burgermeister Dale Greer (left) waves to the camera with his wife 
Larraine (right) at the Burgermeister Ball, hosted Thursday, Sept. 21, at All Steak Restaurant.

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

‘It is about us - our 
community as a whole’
Hanceville hosts Kids’ Night Out

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Hanceville hosted one final 
community event Thursday 
evening, Sept. 21, before the 
arrival of fall festivals and 

trunk or treating: the highly 
anticipated, annual Kids’ 
Night Out, an event where 
kids can be kids while getting 
to know first responders in 
the community. 
	 At CW Day Park, kids 
got to meet members of the 

Hanceville Police Depart-
ment, Hanceville Fire De-
partment, EMS personnel 
and Cullman County Emer-
gency Management Agency. 
Members of the community 
spent the evening indulging 
in kid-friend-

CULLMAN, Ala. — There 
were lederhosen and dirndls 
as far as the eye could see 
through the banquet room 

of the All Steak Restaurant 
Thursday night, as those who 
were lucky enough to clinch 
a ticket to the Burgermeister 
Ball settled in. The Oktober-
fest kick-off event recognized 
past and current Burgermeis-

ters while paying homage to 
Cullman’s German roots with 
an evening of Germanic cui-
sine, music and games.
	 Cullman Economic De-
velopment Agency Director 
Dale Greer, Ok-

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 12

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com
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STK#38883

3.6L V6 ENGINE | STABILITRAK 
STABILITY CONTROL SYSTEM

NEW 2024 GMC ACADIA
AWD AT4

TAKE HOME THE WIN WITH BILL'S DEALS!

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

2022 GMC DEALER 
OF THE YEAR

$5,000 
OFF!!

Hanceville’s Kids’ Night Out on Thursday, Sept. 21, 
2023, brought the community out for a night of fun, 
including some four-legged residents; pictured here 
is Ghost, Hanceville Elementary’s service animal.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Fairview’s Whaley: 
‘I love it here’

Fairview High School Principal Dr. Johnny Whale
TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Hardman settling 
in as CDC principal

Cullman County Child Development Center 
Principal Trett Hardman

TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Ivey proclaims National 
Hunting and Fishing Day » PAGE 4
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Subscribe
Today

Visit Tribune.Store or
Call 256-739-1351

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Sept. 22
CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Sept. 22, 2023. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS 
Sept. 17
•	 harassment; person; Hwy. 
157

Sept. 20
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree-harassment

Sept. 21
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; Joe Hudson’s Colli-
sion Center; Hwy. 157
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; fraudu-
lent use of credit/debit card; 
person; Deer Run Dr. SW; 
wallet and contents
•	 criminal trespass-2nd 
degree; Wal-Mart; Olive St. 
SW
•	 theft of property-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; Olive St. 
SW; general merchandise; 

$528 

Sept. 22
•	 harassment; person; 
Dripping Springs Rd. NW

ARRESTS
Sept. 21
Nash, Angela M.; 29
•	 FTA- theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Swire, Anthony A.; 55
•	 public intoxication

Alexander, Natosha J.; 41
•	 FTA- driving while re-
voked 

•	 FTA- run red light

Lee, Hunter D.; 25
•	 theft of property-3rd 
degree 
•	 p o s s e s s i o n / r e c e i v i n g 
controlled substance 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia 

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

 
 
 

 

Wallace State Community 
 College-Hanceville has the 
 following open positions: 

 

Tutoring Coordinator – Math 
Tutoring Coordinator – English 

General/Restricted Funds 
Accountant 

   For more information, please contact 
the Human Resources Department at 256-
352-8029.  

Wallace State Community College is an 
equal opportunity employer.  EOE 

 

 
 

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

Lots of nice solid wood

furniture and nice

things in this home:

King Size bedroom

suite, desk units with

book cases, �ntique

bedroom suites, �ron

bed, nice wood round

table and chairs,

antique server, buffet,

pie safe, side tables,

nice grey wicker out

door furniture, yard

decor, golf bag and

golf set, nice

collectibles and

Christmas. � lot to see

and too much to list.

CHECK OUT PICTURES ON PK FACEBOOK

AND ON ESTATE OF TOM AND LINDA

WOOD IN CULLMAN, AL STARTS ON

9/29/2�2� (ESTATESALES.NET)

September 29, 30 7:00 a.m.

Allendale Lane NW Cullman

HUGE ESTATE SALE

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

TTiiffffaannyy  MMccKKooyy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
CCaayyllaa  GGrraaccee  MMuurrpphhyy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr    

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr    
SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  

HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt
MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm    --    PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Calling All Young Sing-
ers!
Cullman Community 
Young Singers (CCYS) 
is looking for YOU! All 
young singers (ages 8-15) 
are invited to join us on 
Tuesday afternoons from 
3:30-4:45 at the Little 
House at Art Park, 1031 
Second St. SW in Cull-
man. No auditions, just 
come for a fun afternoon 
of learning music from 
pop to classical styles. We 
will rehearse and prepare 
to perform at a variety 
of events in and around 
the Cullman communi-
ty. Bring your friends- 
we will have music and 
everything you need to 
get started! For more in-
formation, text or email 
Miss Cindy at 256-338-
4404, cindypass22@
gmail.com. CCYS is 
sponsored by Cullman 
Parks, Recreation & 
Sports Tourism. 

Baileyton Bargain Days
First and third Saturday 
of each month from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Bai-
leyton fire station next to 
the town’s park. Beauty 
and health products, toys, 
home goods, pet items, 
food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 
will allow a shopper to 
fill up a bag, and for $40 
a shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require 
a larger donation. There 
will be some restrictions 
and product limits on the 
items. Cash and checks 
accepted. Proceeds will 
be used for park im-
provements and capital 
improvements for the 
town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anony-
mous has open AA meet-
ings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays 
from 7-8 p.m. at the Car-
riage House, located 
next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-
347-1097, 256-841-2209 
or 256-708-1340

Church Services- 
Spirit Life Church of 
GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children 
Mondays 11 a.m.-noon, 
Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. and 
We d n e s d a y s - Fr i d a y s 
11 a.m.-noon. Cullman 
Housing Authority Com-
munity Center 1545 Vine 
Circle SW. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for 
more information. Eat in 
or take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry and 
Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birth-
day Blessings serves chil-
dren ages 1-18 in need of 
assistance to celebrate 
their birthdays. Register 
your child and pick up a 
birthday box with cake 
mix, icing, sprinkles, dec-
orations and toys! Pickup 
is the last weekend of the 
month. Saturday (5100 
Curry Highway Suite 
100-B Jasper, AL 35504) 
from 3-5 p.m. or the last 
Sunday of the month 

at Spirit Life Church 
Cullman from 12:30-1 
p.m.  Birth certificate is 
required at the time of 
box pickup. Register at 
https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. 
For more information, 
text or call 205-717-7478. 
• Saturday, Sept. 23 - 
Pam Dodd is speaking at 
Houston Church of God 
in Houston, AL at 6:45 
pm. Food will be at 5 
along with prayer at 5:15, 
6:05 and 6:40! 
• Sunday, Sept. 24 - 
Prayer Groups - Join 
Teresa at 9:15 a.m. in the 
prayer room to pray for 
our church, nation and 
those who need healing, 
salvation or deliverance.  
• Sunday, Sept. 24 - 9 a.m. 
Van runs in the 5 Points 
Area. Call 256-841-2060 
for pickup. Breakfast 
at 9:30 a.m. Bible study 
classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10. 
Praise & Worship and 
message by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd at 11.
• Sunday, Sept. 24 - Heal-
ing Service at 5 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cull-
man First Church of the 
Nazarene, 5415 Alabama 
Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handi-
cap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., 
at Cullman Housing 
Authority Communi-
ty Center (1545 Vine 
Circle SW, Cullman, AL 
35055). The first meeting 
is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly 
meetings providing in-
formation, accountabil-
ity, support and encour-
agement where you make 
the changes that make 
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship 
for those affected by 
someone else’s addic-
tion. We offer Help by 
sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. 
We carry the message of 
hope by letting others 
know that they are not 
alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON 
and changing our own 
attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious 
one, but a spiritual way of 
life. Meetings will be held 
at The Ruehl Building 
(Family Life Center of St. 
John’s Church) Tuesday 
evenings at 6 p.m. Con-
tact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or 
Don or Nancy McKenzie 
256-736-3327 or 256-
736-3470 for more infor-
mation. 

Cullman Serenity 
AlAnon Meetings 
The Cullman Serenity 
AlAnon group meets 
each Monday at noon 
at 1519 St. Joseph Dr. 
NE. There is also a zoom 
meeting each Tuesday at 
noon. The AlAnon family 
groups are a fellowship of 
friends and family whose 

lives have been affected 
by alcoholism. For more 
information, call 256-
708-6645, 850-323-0490 
or 256-734-2231. 

Master's Hand Food 
Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church Oktoberfest 
German Dinner 
Wednesday, Sept. 27, 
from 4-7 p.m. $15 per 
plate. Menu includes 
grilled bratwurst from 
Brickyard Meats, sau-
erkraut, German potato 
salad, green beans, 
apple sauce and dessert. 
Drinks dine-in only. 
EAT-IN from 5-7 p.m. in 
the Family Life Center; 
DRIVE-THRU 4-6 p.m. 
(follow signs off Second 
Street Southeast). Tick-
ets at event - cash or 
check only. Sponsored by 
Altar Society. Funds go 
to support the organiza-
tion's church work. 

Oktoberfest
Thursday- Saturday 
Sept. 28-30, in downtown 
Cullman. Oktoberfest is a 
three-day celebration of 
all things German with 
a quaint Southern spin. 
Complete with authentic 
German food and Bier-
garten, stein hoisting, 
5K, pageant and even 
wiener dog races, there’s 
something for every age.

Superhero Fire Annual 
Suicide Awareness 
Event
Saturday, Sept. 30, from 
4-6 p.m. at the Hancev-
ille Civic Center. FREE 
admission - FREE food. 
Sign language inter-
preter. MC/DJ Daryl 
Nethery, Kozmic Sound. 
Guest speaker: Cullman 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Investigator Jeff Lawson. 
Vendors and LifeSouth 
Blood Mobile on-site.

Monster Truck Wars
Saturday, Sept. 30, 1 
p.m. and 7 p.m. at the 
Cullman County Agri-
cultural Trade Center. 
You’d be hard-pressed 
to find something more 
entertaining and classi-
cally rowdy than monster 
trucks. Featuring well-
known trucks Outlaw, 
Equalizer, Shark Attack 
and Sheriff, it’ll be pedal-
to-the-metal action.

Swamp John’s Dinner
Tuesday, Oct 3, 4-7 p.m. 
at St. Andrew’s Method-
ist Church, 615 Main Ave. 
SW (across from post 
office). Eat in or take out. 
Everyone is welcome!

Cullman County 
Bosom Buddies Foun-
dation Little Pink 
Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 3, from 6-9 
p.m. at Loft 212. Doors 
will open at 5:30. Guests 
are encouraged to dress 
in pink for the event! 
The Alabama Cattle-
man’s Association will 
be grilling steaks on-site, 
supplied by The Butcher, 
and there will be live and 
silent auctions and live 
entertainment. Tickets 

are on sale now for $60 
per individual or $400 
for a table seating eight. 
To purchase tickets, visit 
w w w. c u l l m a n b o s o m -
buddies.com/little-pink-
dress. Tickets are also 
available from Stefani 
Nelson at 256-708-3191 
or snelson@alfains.com 
and Judy Grissom at Op-
tions at 256-347-5993 
or options5993@gmail.
com. 

Cullman County Fair
Oct. 5-14, at the Cullman 
County Fairgrounds. The 
county fair is a classic 
rural sight to see, with 
exhibitions, livestock 
showings, pageants, 
classic carnie food and 
rides for even the most 
seasoned thrill seeker. 
People from all around 
have been coming to this 
fair since 1954, come see 
why for yourself!

Smith Lake Bass Fest
Saturday, Oct. 7, at Smith 
Lake Park. Fishing afi-
cionados from all across 
the Southeast will gather 
at Smith Lake Park for 
a chance to win brag-
ging rights. Oh, and that 
$15,000 guaranteed first-
prize winnings won’t be 
too shabby, either. Do 
you have what it takes 
to be the big fish in the 
pond?

Arley’s Largest Yard 
Sale
Saturday, Oct.7, from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. in the parking 
lot of the Smith Lake Flea 
Market and Vintage Mall 
located on Highway 41 in 
Arley.

Peinhardt Living His-
tory Farm Day
Saturday, Oct. 14, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. and Sunday 
Oct. 15, from 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. at  Peinhardt Living 
History Farm. Come ex-
perience the history and 
learn how some of the 
first settlers of Cullman 
made this land home. 
With a petting zoo, an-
tique tractor show, mule 
and wagon rides and 
demonstrations of all 
kinds, it’s a must-visit for 
any history buff.

7th Annual Caring for 
Cullman Concert Ben-
efiting the Good Sa-
maritan Health Clinic
Tuesday, Oct. 24, at 7 p.m. 
at Northbrook Baptist 
Church. Doors open at 6. 
A night of fun and great 
music with the Daystar 
Church Praise Team, and 
featuring the award-win-
ning Triumphant Quar-
tet. Tickets are $28 if 
bought in person at 
Yates-Chance Chris-
tian Bookstore, Borden 
Family Pharmacy, Good 
Samaritan Health Clinic 
or at the door. $28 if pur-
chased online at www.
goodsamaritancullman.
com. 

‘Planted’: The Link of 
Cullman County’s 2nd 
Annual Gala
Thursday, Nov. 2, at 6 
p.m. at The Venue at 
Cotton Creek. Tickets go 
on sale Friday, Aug. 11. 
For more information or 
to inquire about a spon-
sorship, contact Tiffany 
Wright at tiffanywright@
linkingcullman.com.
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

Tiffany McKoy
tsmckoy@cullmantribune.com

Ivey proclaims National Hunting and Fishing Day
MONTGOMERY, Ala. 
— Governor Kay Ivey on 
Thursday, Sept. 21, signed 
a proclamation celebrating 
National Hunting and Fish-
ing Day, which is Saturday, 
Sept. 23, 2023. Since 1972, 
the fourth Saturday in Sep-
tember has been designated 
as National Hunting and 
Fishing Day to highlight the 
vital role that hunters and 
anglers play in conservation 
efforts in the U.S.
	 “Hunting and fishing are 
traditions that we cherish in 
Alabama,” said Ivey. “I take 
great pride in recognizing our 
hunters and anglers with this 
proclamation, and I thank 
them for their continued 
support for conservation and 
stewardship of our public 
lands.”
	 Hunting, fishing and 
shooting sports fund the ma-
jority of conservation efforts 
in Alabama through the pur-
chase of recreational licenses 
and excise taxes collected on 
specific hunting and fishing 
equipment. License dollars 
are federally matched nearly 
three to one through the 
Wildlife Restoration and 
Sport Fish Restoration acts 
to fund the management of 
the state’s wildlife and fish-
eries for the benefit of all Al-
abamians.
	 “With more than a mil-
lion acres of public hunting 
land, 23 state public fishing 
lakes, excellent bass fishing 
and one of the largest artifi-
cial reef systems in the world, 
Alabama is a hunting and 
fishing paradise,” said Com-
missioner of the Alabama 
Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources 
(ADCNR) Chris Blankenship. 
	 “Even if you do not hunt 
or fish, you can still enjoy the 
state’s abundant natural re-
sources thanks to the conser-
vation efforts of our hunters 
and anglers. We encourage 
all Alabamians to explore 
the many outdoor recreation 
opportunities our state has to 

offer.”
	 In addition to supporting 
the conservation of popular 
game species like white-
tailed deer, wild turkey and 
largemouth bass, the pur-
chase of a hunting or fishing 
license benefits a wide vari-
ety of nongame and protect-
ed species through wildlife 
and habitat management, 
including the red-cockaded 
woodpecker, gopher tortoise 
and Eastern indigo snake as 
well as native plants, bats and 
songbirds.
	 Outdoor recreation is also 
a major driver of the state’s 
economy.
	 “Outdoor recreation isn’t 
just a pastime or tradition, 
it is an engine that fuels our 
state’s economy, providing 
natural resources, education 
initiatives and economic op-
portunity,” said Ivey. “When 

we take part in the activities 
of our great outdoors, like 
hunting and fishing, we are 
creating a more prosperous 
future for all. Hunting, fish-
ing and shooting sports have 
a huge impact on our state 
economically,” said Blanken-
ship. “It’s a multibillion-dol-
lar industry. That means a lot 
of jobs for Alabamians. It’s 
not only the recreation op-
portunities but it puts people 
to work in the hunting, fish-
ing and firearms industries.”
	 For Alabamians with 
limited outdoors experience, 
ADCNR offers beginner 
courses in hunting, fishing 
and firearms safety taught 
by skilled mentors. To learn 
more about these programs 
as well as a variety of other 
outdoor recreation opportu-
nities, visit www.outdooral-
abama.com.

Staff Reports
Contributor

Governor Kay Ivey and others at the signing of the National Hunting 
and Fishing proclamation on Thursday, Sept. 21.

OFFICE OF GOV. KAY IVEY

Lithotripsy is a nonsurgical and noninvasive treatment for kidney stones 
available at Cullman Regional. For a consultation appointment with Cullman 

Regional Medical Group Urologist Dr. Matthew Young, call 256-735-5390. 

SO LONG, STONES
Nonsurgical Kidney Stone Treatment

Dr. Matthew Young
Board Certified Urologist

LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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  WEWE   
SPECIALIZE INSPECIALIZE IN   
MEETING YOURMEETING YOUR   

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE   
NEEDSNEEDS

CULLMAN AUTO MALLCULLMAN AUTO MALL

COME ON 
DOWN AND 
LET'S MAKE 

A DEAL!

 HOUSTON SMITH | 256-338-4866
 CULLMAN AUTO MALL | 1303 2ND AVE SW

WE BUY CARS!WE BUY CARS!

PRESIDENT - Jenny Folsom | PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE - Johnny Cook | MAYOR - Woody Jacobs | COUNCILMAN - Clint Hollingsworth | COUNCILMAN - David Moss | COUNCILMAN - Brad Smith

HOURS: TUESDAY – SATURDAY 11 – 8

WWW.JOHNNYSBARBQ.COM

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS FAMILY OWNED

DRIVE-THRU | CURBSIDE | OFFICE DELIVERIES
1401 4TH ST SW, CULLMAN | 256-734-8539

CULLMAN'S
NEW PLACE FOR
ALL YOUR DOG

GROOMING
NEEDS

OPEN
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8 - 4

BRITTANY MOORE KELLEY
256-727-2890

1633 3rd St. NE
Cullman, AL 35055

FOLLOW US ON FB

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR 
HANDCRAFTED GOODS

117 First Ave. NE
Cullman, Alabama 35055

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

TYLER ROLLO - 256-531-8700

WELCOME TO ANOTHER
GREAT REASON TO PURCHASE

YOUR VEHICLE FROM
BILL SMITH BUICK GMC!

'I'M HERE TO
MATCH YOU
UP WITH THE

VEHICLE THAT
MEETS YOUR

NEEDS.'

Hardman settling in as CDC principal
CULLMAN, Ala. — This year 
Trett Hardman took over 
as principal at the Cullman 
County Child Development 
Center, replacing Chris 
Chambers, who retired after 
more than a decade in the 
role. 
	 Hardman grew up in 
Cullman County and said he 
was excited to return after 
he graduated from Sam-
ford University. Hardman 
was previously a teacher at 
Fairview High School before 
taking his first administrative 
role as the assistant principal 
at West Point High School for 
one year. When asked about 
his transition from teaching 
to administration, Hardman 

said the roles are different 
but equally important. "I love 
being in the classroom, but 
with administration, I'm able 
to lead on a little bit higher 
level,” he said. 
	 He emphasized that his 
role as principal is not about 
him but about creating an en-
vironment where his staff can 
thrive.
	 He said his goal is to em-
power his teachers, aides and 
staff, recognizing that they 
are the true experts in their 
classrooms.
	 He said he believes that 
by fostering a safe and desir-
able work environment, he 
can enable his team to pro-
vide the best education and 
support for students.
	 Hardman's leadership 
philosophy centers on a stu-

dent-first, staff-always ap-
proach. He said he believes 
that creating a positive cul-
ture is pivotal to the success 
of any school and that the 
right culture can be felt when 
you walk through the doors. 
He emphasized that his role 
as principal is not about per-
sonal recognition but rather 
about cultivating an envi-
ronment where his staff can 
flourish.
	 He stated, "I know if I 
create a safe environment 
that's desirable for people to 
come to work, then I know 
I'm doing a good job."
	 Hardman's roots in Cull-
man County provide him 
with unique insights into the 
community and its dynam-
ics. His familiarity with the 
various communities served 

by the Child Development 
Center enables him to con-
nect with students, parents, 
faculty and staff on a deeply 
personal level. "Being from 
Cullman, I know all the com-
munities and the dynamics 
throughout the communi-
ty,” he said. “I just feel like 
I can be a small part in each 
community across Cullman 
County."
	 Looking to the future, 
Hardman emphasized the 
importance of celebrating 
growth, small or large. He 
shared that the focus should 
be on recognizing progress, 
as this mindset helps combat 
burnout and pressure. 
	 “As long as we're focusing 
on growth, whether it's small 
or large, that's how I judge my 
success,” he said. 

Tiffany McKoy
tsmckoy@cullmantribune.com

Cullman County Child Development 
Center Principal Trett Hardman

TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Fairview’s Whaley: ‘I love it here’
FAIRVIEW, Ala. — Fairview 
High School recently wel-
comed its new principal, Dr. 
Johnny Whaley, to the com-
munity. Whaley is from Cull-
man and is a Cold Springs 
High School graduate.
	 Whaley brings a wealth 
of experience to his role as 
principal, with an impressive 
22-year career in education. 
"I started out as a classroom 
teacher, teaching social sci-
ence at the middle and high 
school levels for five years," 
he shared. Whaley was also 
a guidance counselor for 10 
years, primarily at Vinemont 
High School, and later served 
as the principal of Vinemont 

Middle School.
	 Reflecting on his exten-
sive teaching background, 
Whaley expressed his pas-
sion for working directly with 
students in the classroom, 
saying, "I do miss teaching. I 
miss being in the classroom 
and interacting with kids in 
that setting. But I love my 
position as principal, and it 
allows me to use my counsel-
ing background in an admin-
istrative capacity. It provides 
me with a unique perspec-
tive, and I believe it helps me 
see things from a different 
angle. It's a role that allows 
me to serve our students and 
staff in various ways."
	 Regarding his new posi-
tion at Fairview High School, 
Whaley said he couldn't be 

more pleased. "I love it here," 
he stated. "It's a great com-
munity with wonderful kids 
and an excellent staff. Our 
staff is top-notch, and I really 
love it. I had been looking for 
an opportunity to get back to 
high school after spending 
time in middle school admin-
istration. When they talked 
to me about this position, I 
couldn't say no. The Fairview 
community is special, and I 
wanted to be a part of it."
	 Whaley also discussed his 
plans for the future of Fair-
view High School. "We want 
to excel academically and 
athletically and continue our 
success," he shared. "We have 
an outstanding staff, and I 
believe we can achieve great 
things here."

Tiffany McKoy
tsmckoy@cullmantribune.com

Fairview High School Principal Dr. Johnny Whale
TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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PREP VOLLEYBALL

Fairview wins senior night matches 
over Scottsboro, Decatur Heritage
FAIRVIEW, Ala. — The 
Fairview Lady Aggies cele-
brated Senior Night on the 
volleyball court Thursday 
with a tri-match against 
Scottsboro and Decatur 
Heritage. After trailing the 
Lady Wildcats 2-0, the Lady 
Aggies rallied to win the next 
three sets to win the series, 
3-2, and they finished off the 
night by sweeping the Lady 
Eagles 2-0.

Fairview 3 - Scottsboro 2 
(First Match)
Fairview got off to a great 
start in the first set as an ace 
from Laci Segrest and a kill by 
Ava Calvarese helped them 
jump out to a quick 5-0 lead. 
A pair of points and a kill by 
Kabri Redding helped the 
Lady Aggies increase their 
lead to 10-3, but a huge rally 
by Scottsboro cut it to 10-9. 
Fairview pushed their lead 
to 13-9, and later on, to 15-11, 
but five straight points by the 
Lady Wildcats gave them a 
16-15 lead. They later swelled 
their lead to 21-17, but back-
to-back kills by Somer Harris 
and Redding cut it to 21-19. 
Later on, another kill by Red-
ding made it a 22-20 game, 
but Scottsboro held them off 
at the end as they ended up 
scoring the final three points 
of the set to take the first one, 
25-20.
	 The Lady Wildcats car-
ried that momentum into the 
second set as they jumped 
out to a quick 9-0 lead. A 
point by Sadie Smith cut it to 
10-3, but a 7-0 run by Scotts-
boro made it a 17-3 game.
	 A kill by Redding and an 
ace from Reagan Dunkin 
trimmed the deficit to 10 at 
17-7. The Lady Wildcats later 
held a 19-8 lead, but Fairview 
looked to make things inter-
esting. Dunkin got a point to 

get the Lady Aggie run start-
ed, and later on, a Harris ace 
made it a 19-13 game. Segrest 
collected an ace later on in 
the set to cut it to 22-17, but 
they wouldn't get any closer 
after that as Scottsboro 
ended up taking the second 
set, 25-17.
	 The third set saw Scotts-
boro hold a slim 3-2 lead 
early on, but the Lady Aggies 
scored the next six points, 
as a point by Redding, a pair 
of aces from Dunkin and a 
Harris kill, gave them an 8-3 
lead.
	 They continued to add 
onto their lead as a point and 
a kill by Segrest helped Fair-
view push their lead to 13-4. 
The Lady Wildcats, though, 
started to cut into the Lady 
Aggie lead and made it a 
15-10 game at one point in 
the contest. Back-to-back 
kills by Jacie Blackwood and 
Calvarese pushed the Lady 
Aggie lead to 17-10, and they 
would quickly start to pull 
away, as a point and an ace 
from Calvarese, and a point 
and a kill by Redding, made it 
a 21-11 game. Fairview would 
go on to take the third set, 
25-15, to cut it to a 2-1 series 
lead for Scottsboro.
	 Just like the third set, 
Fairview got off to a great 
start in the fourth one as 
points by Smith and Red-
ding, and an ace from Calva-
rese helped them jump out 
to a quick 10-2 lead. They 
later made it 13-4 on a point 
by Harris, but Scottsboro 
trimmed it to 17-9.
	 Back-to-back kills by 
Harris and Blackwood, and 
a pair of Blackwood points 
increased the Fairview lead 
to 22-9. The Lady Wildcats 
went on another late run to 
get back in the game as they 
ended up making it a 22-15 
contest. Fairview, though, 
was determined to send the 
game to a fifth and deciding 

set, and that's exactly what 
they did, as they ended up 
taking the fourth set, 25-16, 
to tie things up at two.
	 Scottsboro got off to a 3-1 
lead in the fifth and decid-
ing set, but the Lady Aggies 
scored the next seven points, 
including points by Calva-
rese and Harris, and a kill by 
Redding, to take an 8-3 lead. 
The Lady Wildcats, though, 
continued to battle as they 
scored the next four points to 
cut it to 8-7. A kill by Redding 
made it a 10-7 game, and later 
on, Abby McDonald added 
an ace to push the Lady 
Aggie lead to 13-8. Scotts-
boro trimmed the deficit to 
just two at 13-11, but Harris 
and Segrest got the final two 
points of the set for Fairview 
as they ended up taking the 
fifth set, 15-11. Fairview came 
back from trailing 2-0 in the 
series to take the final three 
sets to win the series, 3-2.

Fairview 2 - Decatur Heri-
tage 0 (Second Match)
Fairview held a slim 4-3 lead 
early on in the first set, and 
later pushed their lead to 7-4 
on a Dunkin ace and a point 
by Smith. They later made 
it 10-6 on a McDonald ace 
and a kill by Segrest. Segrest 
later added another kill, and 
Smith collected another 
point, as the Lady Aggies 
quickly pushed their lead to 
15-6. They would widen their 
lead even more, as a pair 
of points by Segrest, an ace 
from Harris, and a kill by Cal-
varese, made it a 20-7 game. 
Decatur Heritage trimmed it 
to 20-10, but the Lady Aggies 
was simply too much for the 
Lady Eagles in the first set, 
as they ended up taking it, 
25-12.
	 Fairview got off to a 
strong start in the second set. 
Kills by Segrest and Redding 
and aces from Calvarese and 
Dunkin helped them jump 

out to a quick 7-3 lead. The 
Lady Eagles trimmed it to 
8-7, but back-to-back points 
by Segrest and Calvarese, 
plus an ace from Harris, 
pushed the Lady Aggie lead 
to 11-7. Fairview quickly 

made it a 16-9 game on points 
by Segrest and Blackwood 
and a Redding kill. They 
pushed their lead to 21-11 
on a kill by Blackwood, and 
Segrest ended up getting the 
final two points of the game. 

The Lady Aggies went on to 
sweep the Lady Eagles, 25-12, 
and 25-14.
	 Fairview will stay home 
to take on Susan Moore 
and Douglas in a tri-match 
Monday.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Fairview’s Somer Harris collects a point during the Lady 
Aggies’ win over Scottsboro Thursday night.

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

PREP CHEER

'Spread God's word as much as you can': Good 
Hope's Lexi Doss enjoying senior season
GOOD HOPE, Ala. — Good 
Hope senior Lexi Doss will be 
heading into her fourth and 
final year as a varsity cheer-
leader and has enjoyed every 
second of this experience 
so far. She has learned some 
very important things during 
this journey and from some 
incredible cheerleaders.
	 "I am so blessed to have 
been able to experience it. It 
has been so much fun, and 
nothing short of incredible. 
I thank God daily for the 
friendships and relation-
ships I've made as a cheer-
leader these past 13 years. 
The most important thing 
I've learned is that without 
God, none of the things I am 
able to do would be possible. I 
have also learned that a good 
team is very hard to find, and 
when you do find it, it chang-
es everything. I am so blessed 
with the group of girls I get to 
cheer with," Doss said.
	 "It has been such a bless-
ing. Each of us know we can 
count on one another for 
anything, and that's what 
makes this team so special. 
The individuals on our team 
have taught me how to love, 
guide, and encourage others 
in my everyday life. They 
have also taught me patience, 
kindness, respect, and joy. 
I am beyond grateful for 
them."
	 Doss is cheering for some 
amazing coaches and has 
soaked up as much as she 
can from them. Her improve-
ment in her performance 
throughout the years have 
drastically improved and she 
has improved the most on 

some important things.
	 "It has been so reward-
ing getting to be coached by 
them, while also growing in 
my relationship with them. 
They treat us as their own 
children, and for that, I will 
be forever grateful. The big-
gest lesson they've taught me 
is that no matter what you 
may be going through, God 
will always be right there 
with you. Another important 
lesson they have taught me 
is to enjoy every moment, 
because you never know how 
fast your life can change," 
Doss said.
	 "I have been a cheerlead-
er for 13 years. From the time 
I was four, my entire life has 
revolved around cheerlead-
ing. It is such a full-circle 
moment to be able to look 
back at how far I've come 
since the beginning. I have 
physically and skillfully im-
proved each year, as well as 
also improving as a person. 
Cheer has always been such 
a huge part of my life, and it's 
so bittersweet that the end is 
coming so soon."
	 She added, "I have defi-
nitely improved on my stunt-
ing and tumbling skills over 
the years, but I have mainly 
improved my strength. I love 
spending my free time work-
ing out and getting stronger; 
it's my therapy."
	 Doss will continue to 
work on some things as she 
gets ready for this upcoming 
cheer season, and she talked 
about the goals for this 
season.
	 "Since this is my last 
season, I am working my 
hardest to improve on every 
aspect I can. I want to finish 
strong, and leave behind a 

legacy of hard work, determi-
nation, and most important-
ly, faithfulness," she said.
	 "My main goals are to 
cherish every moment and 
to not take a single second 
for granted. I know it sounds 
cheesy, but it truly matters 
so much to me. I want to be 
able to look back on these 
years when I'm older and be 
happy that I cherished these 
times while I was in them. 
Several of my other main 
goals are to improve my tum-
bling, win state, have a strong 
run at Nationals, and to be 
a Godly example by sharing 
the Gospel and ministering 
to my teammates. One of my 
biggest personal mottos is, 
'You may be the only Jesus 
someone meets, so spread 
God's word as much as you 
can'".
	 She added, "Some of our 
team goals are also to win 
state, have a strong run at 
Nationals, but more impor-
tantly, to grow closer as a 
team, and be there for one 
another every chance we get. 
	 Doss thinks this cheer 
season will be a very special 
one for the Lady Raiders and 
she talked about her role 
models growing up.
	 "What will make this 
team special to watch this 
year is our strong ability to 
work together as a team to 
accomplish a common goal. 
We also have many new 
stunting skills, unlike any-
thing we've ever done before, 
along with a large variety of 
skillful tumbling," she said.
	 "One of my biggest role 
models is Evan Hutchins, 
from Sheldon State. We have 
known each other for years, 
so I have been able to see, 

first-hand, all of the effort he 
has put in to become success-
ful. The road to collegiate 
cheerleading is far from easy, 
but not once have I ever seen 
him give up on his dream, or 
even something as small as 
putting in a half-effort at a 
single practice. His skill level, 
along with his relationship 
with the Lord, is truly admi-
rable and inspires me daily. 
Along with him, I have had 
many amazing cheerleaders 

to come before me, that I still 
look up to, even to this day."
	 Doss talked about the 
best advice that someone 
ever gave her and what she's 
looking forward to the most 
this upcoming season.
	 "The best advice I have 
ever been given is, 'Love God, 
and love all people'. God calls 
us to love all people, regard-
less of who they are or the 
way they treat you. Another 
great piece of advice I have 

been given is my mom telling 
me, 'Respect is given where 
respect is earned'," she said. 
"I am looking forward to 
spending my senior year with 
my girls. I have such a special 
bond with the younger girls, 
and it's such a blessing to be 
able to pour into them daily. 
I am also looking forward to 
cherishing every moment, 
and hopefully finishing up 
my high school career with a 
ring."

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Good Hope's Lexi Doss
BILL PIPER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Fairview’s Somer Harris collects a point during the Lady 
Aggies’ win over Scottsboro Thursday night.

PREP CHEER

'Be a valuable asset to the team': Vinemont's 
Maggie Payne enjoying sophomore season

PREP BASKETBALL

'Every role on the team is important': Cold 
Springs' Hollyn Bruer ready for upcoming season

VINEMONT, Ala. — 
Vinemont sophomore 
Maggie Payne is cheering on 
the varsity squad for the first 
time this season and she's 
had an incredible experience 
so far.
	 "It has been amazing. 
I competed in competi-
tion cheer for a few years. I 
cheered my first-ever varsity 
spring game in May. I have 
never been a big football fan, 
but I have turned out to be a 
huge Vinemont football fan. 
I feel like I have been cheer-
ing with this team for years. 
Everyone was so welcom-
ing and extremely helpful. 
With switching schools and 
starting a new type of cheer, 
I have learned to step out of 
my comfort zone and try new 
things. Going to cheer camp 
also taught me accountability 
and personal responsibility. 
Through all of the people that 
I have met, I realized that 
I really like country music 
too."
	 Payne's had a blast so far, 
cheering with some great 
cheerleaders, and has learned 
so much from them so far.
	 "We have four seniors on 
the team that are true lead-
ers. They have shown me 
grace while I'm learning new 
cheers. I want to make their 
senior year memorable, just 
like I would want mine to 
be, so I plan to work hard to 
be my best at competitions. 
While we have no juniors on 
the team, five of my team-
mates are upcoming soph-
omores just like me,” Payne 
said.
	 “They have welcomed me 
to the team and to the school. 
I'm really looking forward to 
cheering the next three years 
with them. We also have 
three upcoming freshmen 
that bring great energy to the 
team. This team did amazing 
at Regionals and state last 
year. They have set the bar 

high, and I hope to learn so 
much from all of them to be a 
valuable asset to the team."
	 She added, "They really 
excel when it comes to sharp 
motions and knowing their 
cheers. It pushes me to try 
and do my best every day. I 
have learned so much about 
the sport, watching them be 
so committed and precise. 
Cheerleaders have the re-
sponsibility of representing 
the school on and off the field. 
All of my teammates exem-
plify good sportsmanship and 
inclusion of other students at 
school, which is so import-
ant."
	 She has soaked up as 
much as she can from some 
great coaches.
	 "I have had the opportu-
nity to get to know the previ-
ous cheer coach at Vinemont, 
Mrs. Bridges. who from the 
beginning, encouraged me to 
step out of my comfort zone 
and try out for school cheer. 
I appreciate her so much for 
believing in me. Miss Ballard 
does so much to motivate 
this team and to eventually 
take them to competitions 
Vinemont has never been to 
before. It was such a big part 
of why I wanted to try out for 
school cheer. I live for doing 
traditional routines, and I'm 
excited to be a part of the 
program. She pushes us to 
accept responsibility and en-
courage one another. Above 
all, I admire her strong faith 
in God."
	 She added, "I learned that 
nothing comes free or easy. 
There is so much hard work 
and dedication that is put in 
all season long. Each motion 
or small cheer takes time 
behind the scenes before it 
can be showcased to anyone, 
especially the routines. An-
other thing I have learned 
from them and from my 
coaches at VCA is that you 
have to be mentally and phys-
ically strong to pursue the 
sport. Each minute that goes 
by makes the season more 

intense as it may be getting 
closer to football, basketball, 
or even competition season. 
The biggest thing they all 
have done for me is they con-
tinue to believe in me."
	 Payne has already seen 
some great improvement 
from her performance so far 
and worked hard all summer 
to get everything down before 
cheer season gets underway.
	 "This is the first year I 
have dead-mat tumbled, and 
I am proud of the progres-
sion I have made. I still have 
so much I want to learn, but 
I'm here for it. I didn't realize 
how many cheers there was 
for me to learn, but I'm work-
ing hard to learn them all," 
she said.
	 "I worked to make my 
motions sharper, my tum-
bling stronger and more con-
sistent. I have worked really 
hard on my flexibility, and 
band dances that are all new 
to me."
	 She talked about the 
goals for this upcoming cheer 
season and what will make 
this cheer squad special to 
watch.
	 "My individual goals 
are to get my standing tuck 
down, improve on my jumps, 
and to build my overall 
strength, while maintaining 
good grades. For team goals, 
I would love to win as many 
competitions as we can. No 
matter the outcome, I want 
us to be able to take pride 
in having a good season and 
building our relationship as 
teammates," she said.
	 "What makes our team 
special to watch is that we all 
enjoy the sport, and you can 
feel it when you watch us. It 
makes everything worth it 
when you find something en-
joyable in what you're doing. 
We all truly have fun working 
on a team together."
	 She talked about the best 
advice that someone ever 
gave her, what she's looking 
forward to the most this up-
coming season, and what she 

has learned the most during 
her first-year cheering at 
Vinemont so far.
	 "The best advice anyone 
has ever given me as an ath-
lete is to push yourself to be 
better than the person you 
look up to the most," she 
said. "The thing I'm looking 
forward to the most are the 
pep rallies, because they are 

new to me, and competitions, 
because I love to compete. I 
never thought I would even 
have an interest in school 
cheer, let alone enjoy it, but I 
have come to find out that it is 
what I enjoy doing the most."
	 Payne has several role 
models in her life that she 
looks up to.
	 "Lacy Stancil really 

guided me through my begin-
ning years of cheer and helped 
me develop a love for it. The 
group of coaches at VCA show 
up every day to push me and 
guide me through all the good 
and bad days. I look up to 
Raven Adams as my biggest 
supporter; she pushes me 
to achieve my goals and she 
always believes in me."

BREMEN, Ala. — Cold 
Springs' Hollyn Bruer will 
be a freshman this upcoming 
basketball season and will be 
on the JV team this year. She 
played some on the varsity 
squad last year as well and 
has had a great experience 
during her time on both 
teams and with her sister, 
Ella Bruer. She has learned 
so much from this experience 
so far.
	 "I love my teammates and 
my coaches. Getting to go to 
the state tournament was 
so special, especially going 
there with my sister. It was an 
experience I'll never forget," 
Bruer said.
	 "I've learned that you 
have got to play as a team. 
You have got to connect out-
side of practice and games. 
I've learned you have to put 
in the work in outside of the 
season to bring back some-
thing to offer and put on the 
table to help my team. I've 
also learned that every role 
on the team is important. My 
role on JV as a contributor is 
just as important as my role 
on varsity, helping prepare 
the team for a state run. Al-
though Ella drives me crazy 
sometimes, getting to share 
this time with her has been 
amazing. It's helped us grow 
together and become better 
friends."
	 Bruer got to experience 
going to state last season and 
soaked up as much as she can 
from it and from an amazing 
group of girls.

	 "It was truly an amazing 
experience and we had lots of 
laughs. I've learned that not 
everyone gets that opportu-
nity and to be thankful. I've 
also learned that it's hard to 
make it that far and to walk 
away second-best, makes me 
want to work harder," Bruer 
said. "They are all so talented. 
They have all taught me so 
much, each one of them. I've 
learned teamwork, sports-
manship, and becoming a 
leader. I'm also working on 
my attitude (laughs). I've also 
learned to let mistakes go and 
make it up on the next play. 
Don't forget to box out."
	 Bruer is so blessed to play 
for some amazing coaches 
and has learned so much 
from them.
	 "My coaches are the ab-
solute best. They have both 
taught me so much and also 
have helped me outside of 
basketball. I love them so 
much and they have helped 
me not only grow as a bas-
ketball player, but also as 
a person. Coach West has 
taught me that giving less 
than your best is unaccept-
able. She doesn't put up with 
that. If you don't give it your 
best, you're not only letting 
yourself down, but you're let-
ting your team down. Coach 
Adams has taught me sports-
manship and becoming a 
leader. I've learned so much 
from them."
	 She has improved her 
game so much during her 
time on JV and varsity so far 
and will continue to put in 
the work as she gets ready for 
this upcoming season. She 

talked about her goals and 
the team goals.
	 "I feel like I have come a 
long way since my first varsi-
ty game. My teammates have 
helped me get to where I am 
and I can't forget my coach-
es, pushing me to be the best 
I can be. I will continue to 
become a leader and help my 
team get to the top spot," she 
said.
	 "My individual goals 
are to talk on defense, go in 
strong when driving to the 
paint, and continue to work 
on my midrange shots. Some 
of my team goals are becom-
ing JV county champs and 
becoming the state champi-
ons for varsity."
	 Bruer thinks this will 
be another special season 
for the Lady Eagles and she 
talked about her role models 
growing up.
	 "We have five seniors that 
plan to go out with a blue map, 
and we plan to help them get 
there. It's going to be a fun 
year. My team is very special 
to me, and it will be amazing 
for us to win that blue map," 
she said.
	 "I've watched players 
from the past, like Camryn 
Crider, Elizabeth Hill, Toni 
West, and even Madison 
Bruer. I look up to Ella too. 
She's taught me a whole lot. 
I've learned to talk on de-
fense, always be positive, 
never hang your head, and 
most importantly, never give 
up."
	 She talked about the best 
advice that someone ever 
gave her and what she's look-
ing forward to the most this 

upcoming season.
	 "Always be positive and 
your attitude reflects on ev-

eryone else," she said. "I'm 
looking forward to growing 
with my teammates and be-

coming a better player. I'm 
also looking forward to get-
ting that blue map."

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Vinemont’s Maggie Payne
MAGGIE PAYNE

Cold Springs’ Hollyn Bruer
HOLLYN BRUER
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Cole Sikes
ACES

Ala. Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources

I recently went to 
see singer Jackson 
Browne perform at 
the Alabama Theatre 

in downtown Birmingham, 
and a curious thing hap-
pened. After the first song, 
he looked around and said, “I 
remember this theatre. What 
a nice place to play music.” 
It’s a nice place to do most 
anything. It’s old, it’s ornate, 
it’s beautiful. And like a lot of 
people, going to the Alabama 
brings back a wheelbarrow 
full of personal memories. 
As I looked around, the time 
seemed to melt away. 
	 I came here as a kid. My 
big sister frequently brought 
me downtown to catch a 
Saturday matinee. I’ve per-
formed standup comedy on 
this stage in front of a packed 
audience. 
	 However, for me, there 
is one Alabama Theatre 
memory that burns brighter 
than the neon marquee out 
front.
	 The Alabama was the site 
of my first date. (Incredibly, 
I looked everywhere inside 
the theatre and didn’t see 
a plaque marking the oc-
casion.) While many of the 
details have faded like an old 
pair of jeans, others I recall 
quite clearly. 
	 I didn’t start dating until 
my junior year of high school 
because I was a year younger 
than my classmates. I waited 
because I wanted to be a 
driver before I took on such 
a serious social undertaking. 
Once I passed the test, it was 
time. But who to ask out?
	 Denise was the perfect 
choice. I liked her. We had 
some friendly banter in the 
hallways, and there seemed 
to be good chemistry be-
tween us. But, this was a 
date! What if she rejected 
me? Worse, what if she said, 
“I’ve got plans, but thanks for 
calling me.” To an insecure 
teenager, an answer like that 
creates a lot more questions. 
Does she already have an-
other date? Does “thanks for 
calling” mean call me anoth-
er time? If so, how long do 
I wait? Should I ask her out 
again? When? Oh, the things 
we had to navigate when we 
entered the world of high 
school dating. 
	 I finally conjured up the 
courage to make The Call, 
and Denise seemed glad to 
talk with me. When she said 
yes, my heart almost jumped 
out of my chest. Saturday was 
going to be D Day, that is, date 
day. 
	 Now the planning began. 
The first order of business 
was to procure transporta-
tion. I called my big sister, 
and she agreed to let me 
borrow her nearly new 1970 
Barracuda. I didn’t even have 
to beg. Soon, my mom and sis 
saw the advantage of allowing 
me to date in their cars.
	 The vehicle would get a 
complete detailing before I 
used it. This was one of the 
pre-date rituals high school 
boys of that era practiced.
	 The car would be washed, 
waxed and thoroughly vac-
uumed before the big event. 
We are talking showroom 
clean. I did everything but 
change the transmission 
fluid. If I had dates on two 
consecutive weekends, the 
car got waxed twice. It was 
over the top, but most guys 
did it. 
	 Of course, since this is 
me, you can be sure there 
was going to be some kind 
of complication. On Friday, 
Denise told me that she had 
done something to get on the 
wrong side of her parents, 
and her Saturday curfew was 
cut back to 9:30. She was so 
embarrassed by this turn of 
events that she offered to re-

schedule. 
	 No way. Instead, I picked 
her up at 5, and we headed for 
the earliest feature I could 
find - which happened to be 
“Patton” playing at the Ala-
bama. A war flick was prob-
ably not a great choice for a 
first date, but honestly, time 
was the key factor. It could’ve 
been a movie about how to 
remove ticks from a dog for 
all I cared. I recall how re-
laxed we both were. Conver-
sation before and after the 
show flowed freely. 

Now for the big decision. I 
could: 

a)	  Take her home and give 
her a good night kiss

b)	  go parking - a term we 
used for making out in a car 
for a period of time 

c)	  ignore my raging hor-
mones and don’t do anything

There was no doubt. Despite 
the time constraints, I chose 
option b. I knew of a nearby 
overlook where the lights of 
the city sparkled beautifully, 
and we spent the rest of the 
time we had doing what teen-
agers do - although a small 
car with bucket seats made it 
difficult to get comfortable. I 
would quickly learn that my 
mom’s giant Plymouth Fury 
was much more user-friendly 
for parking.
	 We both knew that 9:30 
meant 9:30, not 9:31, so I 
made it a point to we be right 
on time. In between a sweet 
good night kiss and reaching 
for the front door Denise 
said, “Joe, please, please don’t 
tell anyone that I had a 9:30 
curfew.” I smiled and nodded. 
Nobody knew - until now. By 
9:33 I was backing out the 
driveway, basking in the af-
terglow of my first date.
	 And as if on cue, Jackson 
Browne jolted me back to the 

present when I heard him 
sing these words:

“Everybody’s just waiting for 
the one 

Who can give them the an-
swers

And lead them back to that 
place in the warmth of the 
sun

Where sweet childhood still 
dances…”

Who? Tonight, it was the Ala-
bama Theatre. 
 

Joe Hobby is a barbe-
cue-loving comedian from 
Alabama who wrote for Jay 
Leno for many years. Find 
more of Joe’s stories on his 
blog: https://mylifeasahob-
by.blogspot.com. Follow 
him on Facebook at Joe 
Hobby Comedian-Writer.

COLUMN

Old theatre, old memories
Joe Hobby
Contributor
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ACES: A home gardener’s mum survival guide

AUBURN UNIVERSITY, 
Ala. — Many people associate 
garden chrysanthemums, or 
mums, with the beginning of 
autumn. These floral features 
are already occupying garden 
centers and front porches 
around the country. There 
are tips and tricks to make 
sure that every mum has 
maximum longevity. Lucy 
Edwards, an Alabama Co-
operative Extension System 
county coordinator, said 
everyone can have thriving 
mums, but long-term success 
depends on several factors.

Chrysanthemum basics
One of the most popular fall 
plants, mums provide great 
pops of color to homes and 
gardens. However, much like 
a tomato plant, they seeming-
ly find any excuse to prema-
turely wither away. Edwards, 
who is the Chilton County 
Extension coordinator, said 
everyone needs to under-
stand the basics of caring for 
mums in order to be success-
ful.
	 “There are two main 
categories of mums: floral 
and garden,” Edwards said. 
“Floral mums are those that 
typically are not grown out-
side and sold by florists for 
arrangements. Garden mums 
are those that people see in 
garden centers during the 
fall.”

	 The two most common 
types are daisy mums and 
decorative flower mums. 
Popular colors of this species 
include white, bronze, yellow, 
red, coral, pink, lavender and 
red. Edwards said mums 
grow well in Alabama if done 
properly.
	 To put it plainly, mums 
require moist, well-draining 
soil combined with 6 hours 
or more of daily sunlight. Ed-
wards said planting depth is 
also a factor.
	 “Plant your mums at the 
same depth as the size of 
their original containers,” 
she said. “It’s better to plant 
too shallow than too deep.”
	 A commonly forgotten 
practice with mums is divid-
ing its shoots. By pinching 
new growth, this prevents 
long, spindly blooms and 
allows for more blooms 
across the entire plant. Dead-
heading spent flowers also 
aids in maintaining their ap-
pearance through the fall.

Choosing the best mum 
Choosing the best mum is 
one of the most important 
aspects of care. Edwards said 
there are a couple of char-
acteristics to look for when 
choosing the right plant at a 
garden center.

•	 Buy mums with primar-
ily unopened blooms. When 
buying a mum, it can be 
tempting to grab the largest, 
fully blooming plant. Make 

sure to buy the mums with 
their blooms not quite open. 
This choice will allow for a 
longer bloom time once you 
get it home.

•	 Always check a chrysan-
themum for insects and dis-
eases. Nobody wants a sick 
plant. Be on the lookout for 
powdery mildew in mums. 
Fungal infection occurs 
quickly on dry plant surfac-
es at mild temperatures and 
at a relative humidity of at 
least 95%. The characteristic 
cottony patches are usually 
seen within a few days after 
infection. To control mildew, 
remove all infected leaves 
and treat the mum with an 
appropriately labeled fungi-
cide.

Water is imperative 
Mums rely heavily on ade-
quate watering, especially 
in dry or hot conditions. Ed-
wards said this is the most 
common mistake when grow-
ing mums.
	 “It is easy to assume the 
plant is fine,” Edwards said. 
“Too often, cooler tempera-
tures lead us to neglect the 
task of watering – especially 
if we have had a few after-
noon rain showers. Before we 
realize it, there is a dead plant 
on the front porch.”
	 To remedy a dry soil, daily 
measurements of soil mois-
ture should be a routine. Feel 
the soil each morning to the 
depth of 1 inch, and if the soil 

is moist, wait 24 hours and 
measure it again. If it feels 
dry, be sure to soak the soil 
well.
	 Some people may have a 
difficult time regularly mea-
suring water retention. In 
this case, plant mums in a 
container that has a reservoir 
at the bottom.
	 A saucer can also be 

added to collect water. These 
provisions can help extend 
watering intervals.

More information
Mums are an autumn staple 
for many decorators and 
horticultural enthusiasts. 
Be sure to share these tips 
with neighbors, friends and 
family to ensure that every-

one’s porches and landscapes 
remain colorful. Lastly, con-
sider a mass planting of one 
mum color for a landscape 
statement that is sure to have 
the neighborhood talking.
	 For more information 
about mums and other sea-
sonal plants, visit the Ala-
bama Extension website at 
www.aces.edu.

Cole Sikes
ACES

ADCNR: Wetumpka man arrested for killing black bear in Elmore County
Black bear is a protected species in Alabama

ELMORE COUNTY, Ala. — 
Michael Watkins, 32, of We-
tumpka, Alabama, has been 
arrested and charged with 
killing a black bear in Elmore 
County. Although classified 
as a game animal in Alabama, 
there is no established black 
bear hunting season in the 
state. Black bears are also 
protected by state law due to 
low population numbers.
	 “Hopefully this arrest 
will send a message and deter 
future wildlife regulation vi-
olations related to Alabama’s 
black bear population,” said 
Matt Weathers, chief of en-
forcement with the Wildlife 
and Freshwater Fisheries 
(WFF) Division of the Ala-
bama Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resources 
(ADCNR).
	 “If you see a black bear, 
just leave it alone. We want 
them in Alabama.”
	 Anyone shooting at or 
killing a black bear risks seri-
ous consequences.
	 In Alabama, shooting at 
a black bear is a Class A mis-
demeanor, which carries a 
potential minimum fine of 
$2,000.
	 Other penalties for at-

tempting to take a black bear 
include the loss of hunting 
and fishing license privileges 
for three years and possible 
jail time.
	 Historically, a small pop-
ulation of black bear has re-
mained rooted in southwest 
Alabama, primarily in Mobile 
and Washington counties.
	 In recent years, bears 
migrating from northwest 
Georgia have established a 
small but viable population 
in northeast Alabama. 
	 ADCNR is currently 
working with other state and 
federal agencies to collect 
data on the state’s black bear 
population and movements.
	 Black bears are secretive, 
shy animals that will avoid 
human interaction.
	 To avoid attracting a bear 
to your home, feed pets just 
enough food that they can 
consume in one meal.
	 Secure uneaten pet food, 
trash bins, bird and other 
wildlife feeders, as they are 
easy pickings for hungry 
young bears.

If you are lucky enough to 
encounter/observe a black 
bear, WFF offers these 
suggestions:
• Do not be frightened
• Do not approach the animal

• Do not run from the bear; 
back away slowly
• Stand tall and upright and 
make loud noises
• Avoid direct eye contact 

with the bear
• Make sure the bear has an 
unobstructed direction to 
escape
• Never purposely feed a bear

The public is encouraged to 
report black bear sightings 
online at https://game.dcnr.
alabama.gov/BlackBear. 
	 Black bear sightings can 

also be reported to WFF 
district wildlife offices, or 
by email to Thomas Harms 
at thomas.harms@dcnr.ala-
bama.gov.

Ala. Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources

Black bear NOTE: This is NOT the black bear that was killed in Elmore County.
BILLY POPE/ADCNR

ALABAMA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SYSTEM
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Emma Pauline 
"Polly" Hite 
Stricklin, 90
Emma Pauline "Polly" 
Hite Stricklin was 
born on April 18, 1933. 
She passed away at 
her home on Sept. 14, 
2023.  She was 90 years 
old. She was a lifetime 
Cullman resident 
and business owner.  
Preceded in death by 
her husband-Doyle 
Stricklin; mother-
Freda Lindsey; 
stepfather- Donald 
Lindsey, father- Ervinn 
Hite; Sisters-Mary 
Gillis, (Hugh), Brenda 
Taylor, Brother- Neil 
Lindsey, (Alice). 
Survived by: Daughter 
Teresa "Teri" Stricklin 
Rowan (Stuart); 
grandchildren- Taylor 
Rowan (Jamie), 
Morgan Rowan 
Fonseca (Daniel), 
David Minnick 

(Heather); great-
g r a n d c h i l d r e n - 
Braylon, Jayce, Zoey, 
Jayde, Lucas, and 
Oliver. In 1963 Polly 
opened Polly’s House 
of Beauty, a community 
landmark for over 40 
years. In 1995 she sold 
her business to Jimmy 
Drake, DBA, J. Drake 
Salon & Spa. Her 
Cosmetology career 
began when she was 16 
years old and spanned 
more than 68 years. 
Polly was a member 
of the Cullman 
First Church of the 
Nazarene. She served 
as a Board member 
and was instrumental 
in helping the church 
relocate to its Highway 
157 location in the 
1970s. In 2006, she 
was featured among 
Channel 2’s “Women 
in the Workplace.”   As 
a lifetime Cullman 

resident, she cherished 
her long list of family, 
friends/clients. Polly 
loved to talk about her 
grandchildren, shop 
and cook, and “make 
women beautiful”. 
She was hard working, 
but always managed 
to bring laughter 
with her sense of 
humor. Her generosity 
was boundless and 
reflected her love 
for God. A memorial 
service is planned for 
Saturday, Sept. 23, 
2023 at Moss Funeral 
Home. Visitation will 
be from 12:30 p.m. until 
1 p.m. with Memorial 
service at 1 p.m. 
Reception will follow 
at the funeral home.

Bill Wesley Dyer, 78
Funeral service for Bill 
Wesley Dyer, age 78, of 
Cullman, will be at 1 
p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 

24, 2023, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home with Rev. Larry 
Brown and Scott 
Campbell officiating; 
burial at Center 
Grove Cemetery. 
Visitation will be from 
6 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
on Saturday, Sept. 
23, 2023, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home.  Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements.  Mr. 
Dyer passed away on 
Wednesday, Sept. 20, 
2023, at his residence. 
He was born June 
2, 1945 to Betha and 
Thelma Dyer.  He was 
preceded in death by 
his wife, Flo Ann Dyer; 
daughter, Tracy A. 
Dyer; parents; brothers 
and sisters, William 
Dyer, Mae Dyer Scott, 
Rufus Dyer, Jeanie 
Dyer, Girtes Dyer, 

Rayford Dyer, Irene 
Dyer Gross, Vonda Lee 
Dyer Rice, Jim Dyer, 
and Kenneth Dyer.  
Survivors include his 
children, Stephen 
Wesley Dyer, Wade 
(Charlene) Dyer and 
Tammy Dyer Griffith; 
grandchildren, Kacie 
Griffith, Jackson 
Griffith, Jacob Griffith, 
Andrew Dyer; and 
a host of nieces, 
nephews, family and 
friends.  In lieu of 
flowers donations can 
be made to Cullman 
Regional Hospice. 

Myrtle Jean 
Davis Chaney, 81
Myrtle Jean Davis 
Chaney, 81 of 
Russellville, passed 
away Wednesday, 
Sept. 20, 2023, at Alive 
Hospice Murfreesboro 
Office and Residence. 
She was born June 

23, 1942, in Winston 
County, Alabama. 
Myrtle is survived by 
her children, James 
Eugene (Shelia) Heath, 
Christy Gwen (David) 
Wiles; and Michael 
Duell (Kaye) Heath; 
grandchildren, Lee 
(Amanda) McCalpin, 
Jason (Rachel) 
McCalpin, Alexandria 
Deann (Bradley) 
Ellis, Christina 
Heath, and Samantha 
Heath; many great-
grandchildren, nieces, 
and nephews; and her 
sister, Marilou Ray She 
was preceded in death 
by her husband, Leroy 
Chaney; father, Ladis 
Lav Stehno; mother, 
Myrtie L. Newell 
Stehno; sisters, Lavis 
Gasaway and Betty 
Sue Shellnut; and 
brother, Orval Stehno. 
No services will be 
held at this time.
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TIRE TECHS It’s that sick feeling in 

the pit of your stom-
ach when you reach 
your hand in your 

pants pocket to retrieve your 
wallet, but suddenly realize it 
isn’t there. My first thought 
was that I had left it on the 
night stand where I always 
put it. I put it in the same 
place each and every night 
so I don’t get that sick feeling 
in the pit of my stomach the 
next morning.
	 I can’t begin to tell you 

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

Of all the things I’ve lost
Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

From the files of 1904
George Markland has bought 
a lot on Highlands, with the 
view of building a nice resi-
dence.
	 Some very naughty boys 
cut the German Society flags 
to pieces, after the picnic on 
Thursday evening.
	 Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Miles 
of Bristol, England have ar-
rived in Cullman and are re-
siding in the Willie Williams 
cottage, until they build a 
residence on their farm, a few 
miles from the city.
	 The Tribune has moved 
to the new and commodious 

HISTORY

Files from yesteryear: 1904, 1934

POET'S CORNER

COMMUNITY MATTERS
Ball (from Front)
toberfest 2023 Burgermeis-
ter, said that while being an 
ambassador for the city of 
Cullman certainly wasn’t 
new to him, the title of Bur-
germeister did give him one 
surprising stipulation: his-
toric German dress.
	 “I have been an ambassa-
dor on behalf of Cullman for 
my entire career, but this is 
the first time I’ve had to do 
it in lederhosen!” laughed 
Greer, who shared many have 
gotten a chuckle and snapped 
a photo of his garb through-
out town.
	 Dinner began with the 
All Steak team delivering a 
three-course German meal 
fit for a Burgermeister: start-
ing with a taste of smoked 
salmon lox with dill creme 
fraiche, a dish piled high with 

an eye of round topped with 
red cabbage chutney and fin-
ishing with a crisp and deli-
cious apfelstrudel with hints 
of rum and crème anglaise.
	 After dishes were cleared 
and glasses of German Ries-
ling and pinot refreshed, the 
games were on.
	 A competitive German 
spelling bee and trivia provid-
ed plenty of laughs as some 
of Cullman’s best struggled 
to spell words like flughafen 
(airport) and prost (cheers!).
	 Hosts for the evening, 
Cullman Area Chamber of 
Commerce board and staff, 
said they felt honored to be 
able to bring the Burgermeis-
ter Ball back with the help of 
Paul Schaffer of Mitch Smith 
Chevrolet.
	 “We are excited to make 

this an annual event for Cull-

man as we partner with our 

members to help keep our 

German heritage alive,” said 

Chamber President Joey Orr. 

“I know the Cullman city 

parks and recreation depart-

ment has so many fun, family 

events planned this year and 

we are excited to watch this 

festival grow.”

	 Said Schaffer, toasting to 

the evening, “We’re just glad 

to be the sponsor, and so glad 

it’s started back.

	 "It’s a big heritage of 

Cullman and the turnout has 

been so good!”

	 For more information 

about Cullman’s Oktober-

fest, coming Sept. 28-30, visit 

www.cullmanoktoberfesti-

val.com.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — As 
with other cancers, the ear-
lier the diagnosis of ovarian 
cancer is given, the greater 
the chance can be for a good 
outcome. However, as one 
University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham doctor explains, an 
early diagnosis can be hard to 
achieve as most women have 
few if any symptoms.
	 That is why Teresa Boita-
no, M.D., assistant professor 
in UAB’s Marnix E. Heersink 
School of Medicine’s Depart-
ment of Obstetrics and Gy-
necology, says the disease is 
known as the “silent killer.” 
	 It is estimated that nearly 
20,000 women in the United 

States will be diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer in 2023, so 
Boitano encourages women 
to be mindful of these five 
silent symptoms to increase 
the chances of early detec-
tion.

Bloating
Bloating can be a common 
symptom for some women 
during their monthly cycle, 
but most do not know that it 
can be a symptom of ovarian 
cancer.
	 “The feeling can occur 
frequently or can be per-
sistent and can often lead to 
a woman feeling like she gets 
full quickly after eating only a 
small amount,” Boitano said.
	 If it cannot be associated 

around the time of a cycle or 
appears to be getting worse, 
it might be time to visit your 
primary care physician or gy-
necologist to look at potential 
causes of the bloating.  

Abdominal or pelvic pain
A persistent pain, or one 
that occurs most days, in the 
stomach or pelvic region is 
another silent symptom to 
be aware of. Boitano explains 
that it is usually a new type of 
pain that could get progres-
sively worse.  
	 “Women also might 
notice that they have in-
creased pain with intercourse 
that is new,” she said.

Fatigue
The third silent symptom is a 

feeling of tiredness, and one 
that does not improve with 
getting more rest.
	 “If you find yourself feel-
ing fatigued for days to weeks, 
and that power nap or extra 
cappuccino doesn’t seem to 
provide the pick-me-up, talk 
to your medical provider to 
be sure that it is not some-
thing more serious,” Boitano 
said.

Changes in bowel habits
If a woman starts having 
sudden issues with either 
constipation or diarrhea, 
it can be a sign of ovarian 
cancer. Boitano says it usu-
ally persists for an extended 
period and is not a routine 
issue a woman has been deal-
ing with.

Frequent urination
The last silent symptom 
of ovarian cancer is some 
women will feel that they 
have to use the bathroom 
more often than normal.  
	 Boitano says some pa-
tients can experience a burn-
ing or pressure sensation 
during urination.

Next steps
Boitano urges women to visit 
a health care provider if they 
have persistent, severe or 
worsening issues from any of 
the five silent symptoms.   
	 “While it hopefully will 
not be ovarian cancer, it is 
important for a woman to 
be evaluated if she is notic-
ing differences in her body,” 
she said. “Depending on the 

symptoms and exam, next 
steps with the health care 
provider may include labora-
tory evaluation and imaging.” 
	 Boitano says it is essen-
tial to raise awareness about 
ovarian cancer and its symp-
toms.
	 If a woman is experienc-
ing abnormal symptoms, or 
knows of a friend experienc-
ing one of the silent symp-
toms, it is important to have 
a conversation, though it may 
be difficult, and encourage 
medical evaluation. 
	 “Education and advocacy 
will empower women to rec-
ognize possible symptoms, 
take control of their health 
and pursue medical attention 
swiftly when indicated,” Boi-
tano said.

UAB: 5 silent symptoms of ovarian cancer 
Brianna Hoge 
Contributor
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It’s that sick feeling in 
the pit of your stom-
ach when you reach 
your hand in your 

pants pocket to retrieve your 
wallet, but suddenly realize it 
isn’t there. My first thought 
was that I had left it on the 
night stand where I always 
put it. I put it in the same 
place each and every night 
so I don’t get that sick feeling 
in the pit of my stomach the 
next morning.
	 I can’t begin to tell you 

how many times I have hit 
the grand slam of lost items. 
There are four items that 
most every man keeps in his 
pockets.
	 Most women keep these 
four, and more, in their 
purse. Having said all that, 
the grand slam of lost items 
includes our keys, cellphone, 
glasses, and of course, wallet. 
A bonus item might be the 
trusty ole pocket knife. I have 
lost all of them, including the 
bonus, but not all at the same 
time. An old cliché states, 
“Of all the things I’ve lost, I 
miss my mind the most.” As 
I’ve grown older, sometimes 
I think I may have lost my 

mind, because I can’t seem 
to keep up with where I’ve 
put most everything else. 
The most frustrating and ag-
gravating of them all, at least 
in my opinion, is to lose my 
wallet. What if it falls into 
the wrong hands? I have had 
that blessed joy before, and 
believe me you, it is neither a 
blessing nor a joy!
	 I broke out in a cold 
sweat as I thought about my 
credit card, debit card, and 
mad money that were in 
my wallet. They call it “mad 
money” because when you 
lose your wallet, you’ll be mad 
that you hid that money in 
there for an emergency. Then 

I had the emergency, but no 
mad money! I immediately 
checked my bank account 
and credit card account to see 
if I had bought anything I had 
not bought. Nothing looked 
out of the ordinary, so the 
search was on.
	 I racked my addled, 
feeble, forgetful, rattled 
brain trying to remember the 
last time I could remember 
seeing it. The day before I had 
gone to the pool-supply store 
to buy, well, pool supplies. I 
had it then. I came home, put 
up my supplies, cleaned up 
and changed clothes to go to 
a pastors’ and families’ fel-
lowship that was 30 minutes 

from home. It was after I had 
returned home and changed 
clothes that I realized the 
missing wallet. When I put all 
my other things on the night 
stand, there was no wallet. I 
checked the pockets of every-
thing I had worn that day. I 
checked the laundry basket, 
the garbage can, the washing 
machine, the refrigerator, 
the pantry, and who knows 
what else. I sent a message 
to the one who had been in 
charge of the fellowship. 
That kind friend went so far 
as to go out in the dark, with 
his flashlight, and search the 
grounds where we had been. 
As soon as the pool-supply 

store opened, I called them. 
They had not seen it. Final-
ly, I went out on the back 
porch to drink a cup of coffee 
and enjoy the cool-fall air. 
I sat my coffee down on the 
porch table, right beside…
guess what. For the life of 
me, I still don’t remember 
laying my wallet down on the 
porch table. Maybe someone 
had stolen it and felt guilty, 
so they brought it back! The 
cold-hard truth is that some-
times there no one else to 
blame, other than ourselves!

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-745-0588 (office).

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

Of all the things I’ve lost
Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

From the files of 1904
George Markland has bought 
a lot on Highlands, with the 
view of building a nice resi-
dence.
	 Some very naughty boys 
cut the German Society flags 
to pieces, after the picnic on 
Thursday evening.
	 Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Miles 
of Bristol, England have ar-
rived in Cullman and are re-
siding in the Willie Williams 
cottage, until they build a 
residence on their farm, a few 
miles from the city.
	 The Tribune has moved 
to the new and commodious 

German Bank Building.
	 Ed Cordes brought in the 
first open cotton bolls of the 
season today.
	 C.C. Whaley is in Bir-
mingham today.
	 Reverend C.E. Scheile 
spent this week in Florence.
	 There is a constant 
demand for houses to rent in 
Cullman.
	 Mrs. Lonnie York is 
spending some time with rel-
atives in Hartselle.
	 Eugene Walling, of 
Vinemont, was in the city on 
Tuesday.
	 J.L. Taylor is putting the 

finishing touches on his new 
house.
	 E.C. Wenzel is erecting 
one of the finest dwellings in 
the country, on his farm.

	 W.H. Martin has installed 
a new engine and boiler at 
his gin for the coming cotton 
season.
	 Charlie Thompson spent 
a few days, in Hanceville, last 
week.
	 Willie Basenburg has 
been elected Captain of the 
Centerdale baseball team.
	 Monroe Burch is very ill 
with a fever.

From the files of 1934
Mayor J.A. Dunlap is not 
only an efficient mayor and 
successful banker, but is also 
an excellent fisherman, as he 
proved on the Gulf Coast last 
week.
	 M.H. Killingsworth, prin-
cipal of Cullman High was 
elected president of the Ala-
bama High School Principals 
Association, in Montgomery, 
on Friday.
	 Cullman telephone users, 
beginning August 25, do not 
have to crank their phones 
to call central. The installa-
tion of a new battery system, 

in the exchange, makes this 
possible.
	 Miss Sarah Lillian Rich-
ter has returned from Chat-
tanooga, where she visited 
her aunt, Mrs. C.W. Wewees.
	 Mr. and Mrs. S.H. Green 
are spending several weeks 
with friends in Illinois.
	 Mrs. Floris Hendrix is 
spending several weeks with 
her brother, Harold Hendrix, 
in New York City.
	 Charon Denson, of Logan 
will leave next week for 
Bennet Academy, Mathiston, 
Mississippi, where he will be 
a student this winter.

	 Marriage licenses were 
issue this week to Miss Edna 
Earle Smith and Henry Frank 
Arnold.
	 Jane Dodson has re-
turned from Camp Dixie, 
Clayton, Georgia, where she 
spent six weeks.
	 George Ponder has re-
turned from six week of 
Camp at Hendersonville, 
North Carolina.
	 Mrs. Herman Stewart and 
Mrs. R.B. Wright spent Tues-
day in Birmingham.
	 William Joseph Simpson 
died from injuries he received 
in an automobile accident.

HISTORY
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POET'S CORNER
Things I Look Forward to | By: Randy C. Hale

I'm thankful for these things. 
A delicious meal or treat, 

anticipated shows to watch 
a nice good book to read.

I love to hear the birds sing, 
watch nature all around. 

It is a valued treasure,
a pleasure I have found.

Flowers that bloom so pretty 
trips to a sunny beach.

To run my toes into the sand, 
and watch the ocean leap.

Views from the high mountains,
lush valleys down below. 

Seeing rich fall colors, 
a picture to behold.

Going to church on Sundays, 
hearing the choir sing,

To hear the word of God,
the settled peace it brings.

And then there are the holidays, 
the feelings that they give.

I'm moved by what they mean to me, memories forever live.

To spend some time with loved ones,
and watch grandchildren play.

Reading them a story,
see smiles upon each face.

And yes, I have some hobbies, 
enjoyment to escape.

I focus on those fun things, 
and take a little break.

But, often comes a time,
I must lay down to rest.

And I have come to think, 
that just might be the best.

COMMUNITY MATTERS
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12 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
SEPTEMBER 23, 2023

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
SEPTEMBER 23, 2023COMMUNITY MATTERS

© 2023 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying 
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

2022 GMC 2022 GMC 
DEALER OF DEALER OF 
THE YEARTHE YEAR

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIPALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP

TAKE TAKE 
HOME HOME 

THE WIN THE WIN 
WITH WITH 
BILL'S BILL'S 

DEALS!DEALS! NEW 2023 GMC ACADIA FWD SLT

HD SURROUND VISION | POWER 

LIFTGATE | 3.6L V6 ENGINE 

| 20" ALUMINUM WHEELS

*WITH 1.9% FOR 36 MONTHS WAC

WAS $48,360NOW $43,860*

STK#38913

 NEW 2024 

BUICK ENCLAVE 

ESSENCE

STK#44016

*LEASE FOR 36 MONTHS/10K MILES A 

YEAR/$2,000 DOWN AND $659 A MONTH

WAS $49,730

NOW $44,730*

NEW 2024 

GMC ACADIA

WAS $50,265

NOW $45,265*

AWD AT4

3.6L V6 ENGINE | 
STABILITRAK STABILITY 

CONTROL SYSTEM

$5,000 
OFF!

*WITH 1.9% FOR 36 MONTHS WAC

STK#38883

NEW 2023 GMC 

SIERRA 1500

6.2L ECOTEC3 V8 ENGINE | 
DYNAMIC FUEL MANAGEMENT | 

6 FUNCTION MULTIPRO TAILGATE

WAS $91,295

NOW $81,295*

STK#352663

$10,000 
OFF!

CREW CAB SHORT BOX 4-WHEEL 
DRIVE AT4X

TAX FREE WEEKEND SALE!TAX FREE WEEKEND SALE!BETTER THAN ABETTER THAN A  

 SCORE THE BEST DEAL AT COLLEGE TIRE

%%

ALL TIRESALL TIRES
(NEW AND LIGHT TRUCK EXCLUDED)

1010OFFOFF
%%

225-65-17225-65-17
SETS OF 4 MEDIUM AND LIKE NEW

2525OFFOFF

COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE

. . . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

256-337-1219

BEAU COLE 
#1417 | OWNER/AUCTIONEER

SATURDAY OCT. 7TH @ 10 A.M
1025 CR 1814 JOPPA AL

ESTATE AUCTION

Home w/ 6 acres/ Shop/ Barn/ Pond/ WW
II Willis Army Jeep Excellent condition/

Guns/ Truck/ JD Big M Tractor/JD Gator

All announcements made on the day of sale take precedence over any written material.  Cole  Auction works strictly for the seller. All property is sold "AS IS".

96 Blazer Bass boat w/ Johnson 225
HP/Sea Doo's, too many items to list.

GO TO COLEAUCTION.COM
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Hanceville (from Front)
ly fare like hotdogs and 
ice cream, jumped to their 
hearts’ content in bounce 
houses, coasted along on 
train rides and even mus-
tered up the courage to take 
on the mechanical bull. The 
real treat of the evening was 
the fireworks show, capping 
off the night with one last 

adrenaline rush - just in time 
for bed! An event of this scope 
doesn’t just come together; 
several local businesses and 
individuals stepped up to 
sponsor aspects of the cel-
ebration, said Police Chief 
Joshua Howell. He said that 
while the police department 
usually gets all the credit, it’s 

an all-around effort.
	 “This isn’t about me or 
the police department. It is 
about us - our community as a 
whole - and showing the love 
we have for our children,” 
said Howell. While several 
came together to make the 
event a success for the young-
est residents of Hanceville, 

special accolades were given 
to Michelle Allen Scott for 
her outstanding hard work 
and unwavering dedication 
to making the event a memo-
rable experience. 
	 “Michelle's commit-
ment to our community is 
truly commendable, and her 
efforts have not gone unno-

ticed!” exclaimed Howell. 
	 Howell mentioned that 
while Kids’ Night Out is 
multifaceted, one of its core 
objectives is to give kids an 
authentically positive view 
of first responders, shaping 
the future of how residents at 
large view law enforcement, 
making the ground fertile for 

understanding and dialog.
	 “Let us continue to 
nurture the spirit of unity, 
compassion and dedication 
that makes our community 
special,” stated Howell. “I am 
excited to see what the future 
holds for our town and the in-
credible events that await our 
children.”


