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PET OF THE 
WEEK

Grady
Grady’s nose was a little 
itchy… don’t 
worry, he’s got it.

DONNA RUTTKAY

» PAGE 2
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3.6L V6 SIDI VVT ENGINE

NEW 2024 BUICK ENCLAVE
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2022 GMC DEALER 
OF THE YEAR

 !!WOW!! $7,000 
OFF  

Judy Austin, Shirley 
Ann Pitts, Nancy Carol 

Nobinger, Faleisha 
Rochelle Thompson, 

David Dwayne Hollaway, 
Hope Dooley Fallin

 » PAGE 7

OBITUARIES
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2022 GMC DEALER 
OF THE YEAR

 !!WOW!! $7,000 
OFF  

Geraldine Sharpton, 
Edna Faye Davenport, 

Wayne Abbott, Geraldine 
Sweatmon, Render 

Jackson "R Jay" Heard 
Jr., Janet Lowery Elmore, 

John Frutiger, Gayla 
“Gail” Ann Smith Price, 
Bobby J. Ryan, Cleason 

Emory Stricklin
 » PAGE 7
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Ronald Allen Stone, Jean 
L. Sellers, Deborah Ann 
Wilmot, Gordon Albion 

Hudson
 » PAGE 10
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YEARS
Thank you, 
Cullman, 

for the best 
80 years of 

our lives.
���������
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Good 
Hope's 
Avery 
Flynt 

crowned 
Miss 

Cullman 
County 

Fair
Emersyn Pearl Wilson
Tiny Miss Cullman County Fair Princess

Kinsley Mae Brooks
Petite Miss Cullman County Fair Princess

Kennedi Gray Hancock
Little Miss Cullman County Fair Princess

Congratulations to Good Hope High School’s Avery Flynt 
on being crowned this year’s Miss Cullman County Fair!

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Congratulations to Kennedi 
Gray Hancock on being 
crowned this year's Little Miss 
Cullman County Fair Princess!

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Congratulations to Kinsley 
Mae Brooks on being crowned 
this year’s Petite Miss 
Cullman County Fair Princess!

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Congratulations to Emersyn 
Pearl Wilson on being 
crowned this year’s Tiny Miss 
Cullman County Fair Princess!

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Brooklyn Grace Shaw
Junior Miss Cullman County Fair Princess

Ella Pettus
Teen Miss Cullman County Fair Princess

Congratulations to Ella Pettus on 
being crowned this year’s Teen Miss 
Cullman County Fair Princess!

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Congratulations to Brooklyn Grace Shaw 
on being crowned this year's Junior 
Miss Cullman County Fair Princess!

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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STK#39304

6.2L ECOTEC3 V8 ENGINE | DYNAMIC FUEL MANAGEMENT 
| 18" 12-SPOKE HIGH GLOSS BLACK ALUMINUM WHEELS | 
SPRAY-ON BEDLINER | MULTIPRO 6 FUNCTION TAILGATE

NEW 2023 GMC SIERRA 1500
CREW CAB SHORT BOX AEV EDITION 4-WHEEL DRIVE AT4X
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2022 GMC DEALER 
OF THE YEAR

$10,000 
OFF!

Scott Brown 
named 
principal of 
Good Hope 
High School Scott Brown

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

» PAGE 4

Marshall: 
2 indicted 
for 2015 
murder of 
Eric Cates Eric Cates

JUSTICE FOR ERIC CATES/FACEBOOK

» PAGE 10

Do you have  
questions about your

Medicare 
options?

Call today to schedule your 
FREE Medicare Review.

1-833-202-5538  
(toll-free) | TTY: 711

8am - 8pm, Mon - Fri  
(Oct 1 - Dec 31: 8am - 8pm,  

7 days a week)

www.VivaHealth.com/Medicare

Cullman County youth 
win big at Alabama 
National Fair » PAGE 9

‘It’s a crisis situation’: 
Hanceville council 
discusses fire dues » PAGE 12

Cullman City Schools 
cuts ribbon on new 
Primary School addition

Cullman City Primary School second graders Jude Pugh and 
Lillian James cut the ribbon on the Primary School’s new 
addition and renovations Thursday afternoon. Also pictured 
L-R: City School Board members Amy Carter and Jason Neal, 
City Schools Superintendent Kyle Kallhoff, School Board 
members Chris Branham and Cheryl Harrison, Cullman City 
Economic Development Agency Director Dale 
Greer and CCPS Principal Elizabeth Shaddix.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 3
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SUNNY

WEATHER
66 42

SOURCE: WEATHER.GOV

Arrest and Incidents
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Community Calendar
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MARTHA NEEDHAM/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

– SPORTS –

Aggies, Knights, 
Bearcats win 

big; West Point 
edges Ardmore 

on the road
» PAGE 4

Nightmares on the 
streets of Cullman

1546 Warnke Road NW boasts an extensive Halloween display, one that takes months to prepare.
CHEYENNE SHARP/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

CULLMAN, Ala. — Hallow-
een- a day of the year when 
candy is handed out freely, 
knocking on a stranger's door 
is encouraged and nobody 
bats an eye at approaching a 
bloodied chainsaw murder-
er. For most, Halloween is a 
day or week filled with fes-
tivals, costumes and spooky 
attractions designed to kick 
adrenaline into high gear; 
for a handful of Cullman 
homes, Halloween is a life-
style, something to prepare 
for year-round. Ordinary 
residents may decorate their 
porches with pumpkins and 
bones, a headstone display 
or a hoard of zombies, but 
these homeowners elevate 
the Halloween game, and set 
up spooks and scares for the 
whole community to drive by 
and sample. 

1546 Warnke Road NW 

Caution tape marks the scene 
where jack-o-lanterns and 
goblins reside, waiting to 
spook passersby.
 This Halloween display 
contains oversized spider-
webs, and creepy inflatables 
varying from the grinning 
Cheshire cat to possessed 
trees waiting to devour a soul. 
With over 100 decorative 
pieces, there is something 
for all at this family friendly 
fright fest. 

1550 Warnke Road NW 
Two houses down, the thresh-
old is guarded with a shriek-
ing creature and evil clowns 
share warnings from the win-
dows, telling cautionary tales 
of those who dared enter and 
never to return. Families of 
ghosts surround the perim-
eter, ensuring the mayhem 
of the night stays contained 
within. Vampire cats patrol 
the drive, deterring any mis-
chief not wreaked by their 
owners.

704 Fifth St. SE
If crossing over to the other 
side of town is not scary 
enough, a Halloween “Car-
nevil” has been fabricated 
to frighten friends from the 
community. Desiccated pets 
line the walkway entering the 
Carnevil, as a wicked clown 
hangs from the rafters.
 At the center of the attrac-
tion sits a table, surrounded 
by the evil hosts of the eve-
ning, dining on the desecrat-
ed remains of disrespectful 
guests. Blood spatters drip, 
an unfortunate product of 
their holiday meal. 

710 Eighth Ave. SE 
A children’s classic gets a 
creepy update. “Alice In 
Wonderland” becomes Alice 
in the Underworld at this res-
idential display.
 A mammoth-sized 
Cheshire cat towers over 
the walkway into the under-
world, an image of caution 
to all who enter; 

2,200-plus visit Peinhardt Farm Days

CULLMAN, Ala. — Pein-
hardt Living History Farm 
hosted its annual Farm Days 
over the weekend, welcoming 
more than 2,200 guests to the 
two-day event that featured 
local vendors, live music, 
hands-on activities and much 
more. 
 Peinhardt Farm Days 

have entertained and edu-
cated crowds since the 1990s. 
The hands-on fall festival 
teaches all ages what farm 
life was like in the 1930s and 
1940s in north Alabama. 
 Sisters Jennifer Pein-
hardt Tucker, Sabrina Pein-
hardt Hudson and Tamara 
Peinhardt White all truly 
share a love for “the farm” 
and the events they get to 
share with the community.

 “We had a great week-
end event despite the rainy 
weather on Sunday,” Tucker 
shared.  “Families of all ages 
came out to reminisce, learn 
and experience agricultural 
history. I personally talked 
to families from Florida, 
Georgia and Arkansas, some 
of which make plans to visit 
family here in Cullman spe-
cifically on this weekend. We 
are thankful that 

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 3

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 8

Peinhardt Farm Days took place Oct. 14-15, at 
Peinhardt Living History Farm in Cullman.

CHEYENNE SHARP/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman Lowe’s hosts local 
fire, rescue and EMS personnel

A group of Lowe’s employees pose for a photo with 
Arion Crenshaw, age 5, at the Cullman Lowe’s EMS 
Meet and Greet on Saturday, Oct. 14.

CHEYENNE SHARP/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 2

‘Murder on the Silver Screen’
Friends of the Public Libraries of Cullman 
County hosts murder mystery fundraiser

Guests and actors mingled as the storyline was set on 
Friday, Oct. 13, when Friends of the Public Libraries 
of Cullman County hosted its annual murder mystery 
fundraiser, “Murder on the Silver Screen.”

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 5

Cullman 
County Youth 
Football Week 
7 scoring recap MARTHA NEEDHAM/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 5

Celebrating recovery 
at Holly Pond United 
Methodist Church » PAGE 6
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– SPORTS –

CMS 7th grade 
downs Hartselle 

12-0 to win 
Tennessee Valley 

Championship, 
cap perfect season

» PAGE 4

Best in show
Local teen shines at 17th Annual Mr. Painterman 

‘Rhythms of Color’ Art Fest & Student Art Competition

Local teen artist Marie Rhodes poses next to her submission to the 17th Annual Mr. Painterman 
"Rhythms of Color" Art Fest & Student Art Competition on Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023, in Birmingham.

JEANIE RHODES

CULLMAN, Ala. — Hun-
dreds poured into The Har-
bert Center in Birmingham 
on Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023. 
In a sea of colorful canvases 
and other mediums sat two 
vases on a pillar, aptly named 
“Sassy Vase” and “Wonky 
Vase,” created by Cullman 
artist Marie Rhodes.
	 Rhodes, a 16-year-old 
potter with only a year and 
a half of experience under 
her belt was shocked to walk 
away with the prestigious 
title of Best in Show at the 
17th Annual Mr. Painterman 
"Rhythms of Color" Art Fest 
& Student Art Competition.
	 Rhythms of Color is a 
multidisciplinary art festival 
and art competi-

Vinemont Elementary named Alabama 
Science of Reading Spotlight School

VINEMONT, Ala. — Teach-
ers, faculty and students 
at Vinemont Elementary 
School were recognized on 
Oct. 17 for their dedication 
and commitment to en-
suring all children in their 
school are able to read at or 

above their current grade 
level before they leave third 
grade. Vinemont Elementary 
was one of 12 schools across 
the state recognized as an 
Alabama Science of Reading 
Spotlight School by the Ala-
bama Reading Initiative. 
	 Schools and students 
were evaluated based on two 
consecutive years of ACAP 

scores in Reading and En-
glish Language Arts, along 
with considerations for how 
scores have improved in that 
time as well as their commit-
ment to meeting and exceed-
ing the Alabama Literacy 
Act’s requirements.

The Resolution reads as 
follows:

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 4

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 7

Cullman County Schools Superintendent Dr. Shane Barnette 
congratulated students, faculty and teachers Tuesday, Oct. 17.

CHEYENNE SHARP/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Berlin Town 
Council 
celebrates 
clerk’s 
achievement, 
talks roads 
and events

Berlin Town Clerk Keirstyn 
Montgomery shows her 
Municipal Revenue Officer 
certification Monday 
evening, Oct. 16.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 7

Joran van der 
Sloot sentenced 
for extortion 
and wire 
fraud, admits 
to murdering 
Natalee 
Holloway Natalee Holloway

CONTRIBUTED

» PAGE 8

Wallace State unveils first EV 
heavy duty truck for Diesel 
Technology program » PAGE 8

A close-up of the two pieces submitted by Marie Rhodes 
to the 17th Annual Mr. Painterman "Rhythms of Color" 
Art Fest & Student Art Competition  on Saturday, Oct. 14, 
in Birmingham. “Sassy Vase,” left, and “Wonky Vase,” 
right, were thrown, sculpted and glazed by Rhodes.

JEANIE RHODES
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Oct. 18

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Oct. 18, 2023. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.
GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS 
Oct. 13
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Marathon; 2nd Ave. 
SW; miscellaneous; $5

Oct. 16
•	 identity theft; person 
•	 domestic violence; 
person; Walker St. SW
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree; Wheeler Machine & 
Parts; cash
•	 leaving scene of accident; 
Cullman EMS; 2nd Ave. NW; 
damage to 2021 Ford E350SD

Oct. 17

•	 theft of property-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; Olive St. 
SW; general merchandise; 
$764

ARRESTS
Oct. 16 – 17
Boatright, William S.; 33
•	 FTA- theft of proper-
ty-4th degree 
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia 

Peeples Jr., Christopher D.; 
31
•	 public intoxication 

Puckett, Logan I.; 22
•	 FTA- resisting arrest 
•	 FTA- possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia 
•	 FTA- speeding
•	 FTA- run stop sign
•	 FTA- improper lane usage
•	 FTA- following too close 

Underwood, Adam C.; 45
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree 

Tucker, Daniel L.; 40
•	 carrying brass knuckles

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Go to Labor.Alabama.gov to locate 
a center near you and bridge the gap 
of unemployment.

BEING JOBLESS IS 
DIFFICULT ENOUGH. 
Getting help to bridge 
the gap shouldn’t be.

Funding provided by USDOL. An Equal Opportunity 
Employer/Program. Auxiliary aids and services available 
upon request to individuals with disabilities.

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om

over 
700 

booths!

arts
crafts
gifts

NOVEMBER 1-5, 2023
Birmingham Jefferson Convention Complex

        Nov. 1 VIP: $25 (pre-purchase only)

        Nov. 2-5 Adult Tickets: $15
        Children Ages 6-12: $5

205.836.7173

            
   Call for ticket info or visit               

      

    www.christmasvillagefestival.com             

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

Grady (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Grady, 
an approximately 2-year-old 
male terrier and hound mix 
with a dark-toned tricolor coat 
is available for adoption at the 
Cullman County Animal Shel-
ter.
	 Grady is a simple guy with 
a low-to-medium energy level. 
He’s sensitive, deeply attuned 
to the people around him. He 
cherishes the time he gets to 
spend with humans, and loves 

to give them all of his attention. 
Grady practically floats on a 
leash, navigating the shelter 
recreation scene with ease. His 
muscular and slender build will 
make him the perfect size to 
curl up at your feet as you read 
on the porch in the coming 
chilly weather or accompany 
you on a hike as you observe the 
changing colors of the leaves. 
He has a good understanding 
of personal boundaries and 
would, without a doubt, be the 
perfect fellow for a therapy, 
companion or hiking dog. 

	 Ready to add Grady to 
your family’s fall festivities? 
Head over to Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 935 Convent 
Road NE, Monday through 
Friday, from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
for a meet and greet. 
	 His adoption fee includes 
neuter, DHLPP vaccine, Borde-
tella vaccines, rabies vaccine, 
wormer, general exam at the 
vet and microchip.  Contact the 
Cullman County Animal Shel-
ter at 256-734-5448 or cullma-
nanimalshelter@co.cullman.
al.us.
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
CCaayyllaa  GGrraaccee  MMuurrpphhyy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr    

CChheeyyeennnnee  SShhaarrpp  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr    

SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt

  MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm    --    PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt
BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  

RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Calling All Young Singers!
Cullman Community Young Sing-
ers (CCYS) is looking for YOU! 
All young singers (ages 8-15) are 
invited to join us on Tuesday after-
noons from 3:30-4:45 at the Little 
House at Art Park, 1031 Second 
St. SW in Cullman. No auditions, 
just come for a fun afternoon of 
learning music from pop to clas-
sical styles. We will rehearse and 
prepare to perform at a variety of 
events in and around the Cullman 
community. Bring your friends- 
we will have music and every-
thing you need to get started! For 
more information, text or email 
Miss Cindy at 256-338-4404, 
cindypass22@gmail.com. CCYS 
is sponsored by Cullman Parks, 
Recreation & Sports Tourism. 

Baileyton Bargain Days
First and third Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
old Baileyton fire station next to 
the town’s park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a bag, 
and for $40 a shopper can fill a 
large box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some 
restrictions and product limits 
on the items. Cash and checks ac-
cepted. Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 1650 
St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cullman
• Mondays-Fridays- Free hot 
meals for children Mondays 11 

a.m.-noon, Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. 
and Wednesdays-Fridays 11 a.m.-
noon. Cullman Housing Authority 
Community Center 1545 Vine 
Circle SW. Please call Kristie 256-
636-5362 for more information. 
Eat in or take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Raising Arrows 
Ministry and Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birthday 
Blessings serves children ages 1-18 
in need of assistance to celebrate 
their birthdays. Register your child 
and pick up a birthday box with 
cake mix, icing, sprinkles, deco-
rations and toys! Pickup is the last 
weekend of the month. Saturday 
(5100 Curry Highway Suite 100-B 
Jasper, AL 35504) from 3-5 p.m. 
or the last Sunday of the month 
at Spirit Life Church Cullman 
from 12:30-1 p.m.  Birth certifi-
cate is required at the time of box 
pickup. Register at https://form.
jotform.com/203435614640045. 
For more information, text or call 
205-717-7478. 
• Friday, Oct. 20 - 7 p.m. Celebrate 
Recovery.  Fellowship & testimo-
nies. Hurts, habits and hang-ups 
are a part of everyone's life. Come 
and see how to overcome these 
and more! Bring a dish, dessert or 
drink for a potluck meal at 6:30. 
Nursery provided! 
• Saturday, Oct. 21 - 9-11 a.m. 
Drive-through food bank
• Sunday, Oct. 22 - Prayer - Join 
Teresa at 9:15 a.m. in the prayer 
room to pray for our church, 
nation and those who need heal-
ing, salvation or deliverance.  
• Sunday, Oct. 22 - 9 a.m. Van runs 
in the 5 Points Area. Call 256-841-
2060 for pickup. Breakfast at 9. 
Bible study classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10. Praise & 
worship and message by Pastors 
Bobby & Pam Dodd -"First Fruits" 
- at 11. 
• Sunday, Oct. 22 - 5 p.m. Healing 
service: Miracles, signs and won-
ders Follow those who believe!  
Join us! GOD answers prayers. We 
have seen a woman healed of pain 
in her fingers from arthritis, and 
another healed from pain in her 
legs from lymphedema.  People 
are receiving a touch from the 

LORD!

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 
Alabama Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handicap acces-
sible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at Cullman 
Housing Authority Community 
Center (1545 Vine Circle SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/pounds-
off approach to weight loss and 
management through weekly 
meetings providing information, 
accountability, support and en-
couragement where you make the 
changes that make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by someone 
else’s addiction. We offer Help by 
sharing our experiences, strength 
and hope. We carry the message of 
hope by letting others know that 
they are not alone by practicing 
the 12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. We 
Respect Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious one, but 
a spiritual way of life. Meetings 
will be held at The Ruehl Building 
(Family Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings at 6 
p.m. Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don or 
Nancy McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more infor-
mation. 

Cullman Serenity AlAnon Meet-
ings 
The Cullman Serenity AlAnon 
group meets each Monday at noon 
at 1519 St. Joseph Dr. NE. There 
is also a zoom meeting each Tues-
day at noon. The AlAnon family 
groups are a fellowship of friends 
and family whose lives have been 
affected by alcoholism. For more 
information, call 256-708-6645, 

850-323-0490 or 256-734-2231. 

Master's Hand Food Pantry at 
The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Cullman Educator Retirees As-
sociation Meeting
Thursday, Oct. 19 at 11 a.m. in the 
Cigar Room of Sophia’s Restau-
rant at Stone Bridge Farms. All 
retirees from the field of educa-
tion are invited. Our scheduled 
guest speaker has just canceled, 
so please be prepared to join in a 
“Member Share” program with 
a recent educational experience 
just in case we don’t find a replace-
ment. For more information: mjc-
jcera@gmail.com 

Fairview High School 1963 Lun-
cheon/Meeting 
Friday, Oct. 20 at 1 p.m. at Golden 
Corral, 1720 Cherokee Ave. SW, in 
Cullman. Meetings are every third 
Friday, January through October. 
The next meeting will be on Jan. 
19, 2024. For more information 
contact Joyce Williams Rodgers 
at 256-339-3451.

Hanceville Public Library Book 
Sale 
Saturday, Oct. 21, beginning at 
8:30 a.m. We have lots of chil-
dren's books.  All books are $.25 
for paperbacks and $.50 for hard-
covers. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
German Lunch
Saturday, Oct. 21, from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. at 505 Commercial St., 
Hanceville, in conjunction with 
the Mud Creek Arts and Crafts 
Festival taking place in downtown 
Hanceville that day. Adult plates 
will include bratwurst, German 
potato salad, choice of sauerkraut 
or red cabbage, German desserts 
and tea for $12. A child’s plate of 
bratwurst, snicker doodle cook-
ies and tea will be $5. All profits 

will go to Hanceville schools. Eat 
lunch in our historic 1885 church 
building and tour our present wor-
ship sanctuary.

Fairview Lions Club Movie at 
the Park 
Free movie at the park on Satur-
day, Oct. 21, at the Randall Shedd 
Community Park on Wesley 
Avenue in Fairview. We will be 
showing “Elemental” and will 
start around 6-6:30 p.m. We will 
have concessions and drinks. 
Bring your lawn chairs or blan-
kets.  Bring the kids out, enjoy the 
movie. All proceeds will go to the 
Lions Club project fund. For more 
information call Kita at 256-385-
8805 or William at 256-385-5596. 

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church 100th 
Homecoming Celebration 
Sunday, Oct. 22, 10 a.m.-noon, 
at Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, 11 
County Road 1273, Cullman, AL 
35057. Praise and worship, in-
cluding a historical presentation 
by Alabama Baptist. Fellowship 
meal at noon. Pastor is Gary Wad-
dell. 

7th Annual Caring for Cullman 
Concert Benefiting the Good 
Samaritan Health Clinic
Tuesday, Oct. 24, at 7 p.m. at 
Northbrook Baptist Church. 
Doors open at 6. A night of fun 
and great music with the Daystar 
Church Praise Team, and featur-
ing the award-winning Trium-
phant Quartet. Tickets are $28 if 
bought in person at Yates-Chance 
Christian Bookstore, Borden 
Family Pharmacy, Good Samar-
itan Health Clinic or at the door. 
$28 if purchased online at www.
goodsamaritancullman.com. 

Mt. Zion Church Fall Festival 
Saturday, Oct. 28, from 4-7 p.m. 
at Mt. Zion Church (U.S. High-
way 31 North next to the Cullman 
Area Technology Academy in 
Vinemont). Free event for com-
munity with hot dogs, inflatables, 
hayride, cake walk, games and 
face painting. Come and enjoy the 
evening. 

‘Planted’: The Link of Cullman 
County’s 2nd Annual Gala
Thursday, Nov. 2, at 6 p.m. at The 
Venue at Cotton Creek. Tickets go 
on sale Friday, Aug. 11. For more 
information or to inquire about 
a sponsorship, contact Tiffany 
Wright at tiffanywright@linking-
cullman.com.

Mt. Zion Church Food Bazaar 
• Friday, Nov. 3, from 8 a.m.-2 
p.m., at Mt. Zion Church (located 
on U.S. Highway 31 North, next 
to the Cullman Area Technology 
Academy in Vinemont). Baked 
goods for sale and lunch will be 
served from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Car-
ry-outs are available. 
• Call 205-908-8271 or 256-338-
1959 for more information. Pro-
ceeds benefit the Mt. Zion UMW 
(Women’s Group).

2023 Cullman County Veterans 
Day Celebration 
Saturday, Nov. 4, from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. at Cullman Regional Airport. 
Free admission and free parking. 
Huey rides, Chinook ground 
tours, sky dive demo, ground 
tours, Model-A car show, free 
lunch for veterans and music from 
the Armed Forces Radio Vietnam.

90th Annual Welti Elementary 
PTO Chicken Supper
Saturday, Nov. 4, from 3:30-6:30 
p.m. Drive-through only. $10 per 
plate for chicken and dressing, 
gravy, green beans, cole slaw, 
potato salad and cookies. 8545 
County Road 747, Cullman, AL 
35057.

The National Association of 
Retired and Active Federal Em-
ployees Meeting
Monday, Nov. 13, at the Golden 
Coral, 1720 Cherokee Ave. SW, 
Cullman. Meeting begins at noon. 
Dutch lunch prior to meeting. Our 
guest speaker, Cris Alexander, 
who is a federal Blue Cross Blue 
Shield representative, will share 
needed new information regard-
ing a change in plans. All mem-
bers, as well as nonmembers, are 
urged to attend.

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

COMMUNITY CORNER

YARD SALE
HUGE YARD SALE 
Kelley Community Center, 
1270 County Road 1435 
Vinemont, AL 35179. Octo-
ber 20th & 21st 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. If you are looking 
for bargains we have them. 
Name brand clothes, shoes, 
handbags, Household items, 
Fishing items, Briggs & 
Stratton 6000W Generator, 
etc.

SERVICES
SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week! Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide!

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available. 
Call: 833-449-1307.

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! We edit, print 
and distribute your work 
internationally. We do the 
work… You reap the Re-
wards! Call for a FREE Au-
thor’s Submission Kit: 888-

283-4780.

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica's Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 844-925-3534.

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 
24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 
2.8 pounds. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 844-322-9935.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - $99 + FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 866-505-0828.

FOR SALE
DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE Starting at 
$59.99/month! Free Instal-
lation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV! 844-594-7108

NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 
844-809-9165. Ask about 
our specials!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005.

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators provide backup power 
during utility power outag-
es, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
323-5516.

SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICA’S #1 WALK-IN 
TUB. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 

Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-871-
6175.

JACUZZI BATH REMOD-
EL can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
we're waiving all installa-
tion costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. Offer ends 
12/31/23 Call 1-877-205-
0836.

REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
with the best looking and 
longest lasting material – 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer – up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163.

AUTOMOTIVE
SUPPORT THE BLIND! 
Donate a car to the American 
Council of the Blind. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24-hour 
response. Running or not. 
maximum tax deduction and 
no emission test required! 
Call 24/7: 844-601-1342.

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all In-
surance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943.

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 
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CULLMAN, Ala. — After 
wrapping up an undefeated 
regular season against Arab 
last week, the Cullman Bear-
cats returned home Tues-
day night to host this year’s 
Tennessee Valley League 
seventh grade champion-
ship game and the ‘Cats took 
down Hartselle 12-0 to claim 
the league title and complete 
the season 7-0. James Short 
recorded touchdown runs of 
85 and 55 yards along with 
several big tackles on the de-
fensive side of the ball to earn 
Championship Game MVP 
honors.
	 Bearcats Head Coach 
Gerald Turner has spent 
nearly two decades on the 
sideline at Cullman Middle 
School and has coached a lot 
of great teams and players 
but admits this year’s team 
has been special to coach.
	 “It was just a lot of hard 
work and unity every day. 
No one ever complained, ev-

eryone just did their job and 
did what they were supposed 
to do. We do a lot of differ-
ent stuff here at the middle 
school. We throw the ball all 
around the field and use a lot 
of different formations, but 
these guys stepped right up 
and caught right on,” Turner 
said.
	 “That’s something spe-
cial about these kids here. A 
lot of times when something 
doesn’t work, we just draw 
it up in the dirt and they’re 
smart enough to figure it out 
and that’s what makes them 
special.”
	 In addition to the efforts 
of his players, Turner wanted 
to acknowledge his coaching 
staff and the work they put 
in to help their players and 
teams reach their goals on 
and off the field.
	 “These teams are special. 
I’ve been here 18 years, 16 as 
a head coach and we went on 
a 34-game winning streak 
but it’s just never enough 
for these guys, we just keep 
coaching, and the kids keep 

playing. Most of my assis-
tant coaches played for me 
I’ve been here so long, and I 
couldn’t ask for better help,” 
Turner said.
	 “These guys take care of 
our kids, they love them, they 
teach them football but not 
only that, they teach them a 
lot about life.
	 "We use football to teach 
about life, that’s really our 
job, the football will take care 
of itself.”
	 After a high snap sailed 
over quarterback Shannon 
Wynn’s head on the game’s 
first play, the Bearcats made 
up for it on the very next 
snap when James Short took 
a handoff from Wynn 85 
yards down the sideline for 
a touchdown to put Cullman 
in front 6-0 just one minute 
into the first quarter.
	 After both teams ex-
changed a pair of punts, 
the Tigers were able to put 
a drive together late in the 
second quarter and move 
into Bearcat territory but 
an interception by Walker 

Gentry stopped the drive 
short and gave the ball back 
to Cullman’s offense near 
midfield. The ‘Cats went into 
the halftime break leading 
6-0 but Hartselle came out to 
start the third with another 
good drive. 
	 The Tigers converted on 
fourth down to move the ball 
inside Cullman’s 20-yard line 
but Short burst through the 
middle of the line on a blitz 
to make a big tackle for loss 
and set up fourth and long at 
the end of the third quarter.
	 On fourth down, Gentry 
broke up another Hartselle 
pass to force a turnover on 
downs and give the ball back 
to the Bearcats at the start of 
the fourth.
	 Just a few plays later, 
Short took off down the Cull-
man sideline for his second 
touchdown of the night, this 
time from 55 yards out, and 
made it a 12-0 game with just 
over three minutes to play. 
	 The Tigers threatened to 
score one more time in the 
final minute of the game, but 

Levi Voss picked off a Hart-
selle pass and returned it all 
the way down to the 6-yard 
line to preserve the shutout 
and secure a 12-0, champion-
ship win for the Bearcats.
	 Cullman Middle School’s 

eighth grade team will be 
looking to finish its own 
perfect season Thursday 
night when they host Muscle 
Shoals for the eighth grade 
Tennessee Valley Champion-
ship Game at 6 p.m.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL

CMS 7th grade downs Hartselle 12-0 to win 
Tennessee Valley Championship, cap perfect season

The Cullman Bearcats defeated Hartselle 12-0 Tuesday night 
to win this year’s Tennessee Valley League seventh grade 
championship game and finish the season unbeaten.
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GOOD HOPE, Ala. — This 
year’s 4A, Area 12 Tourna-
ment tipped off at Good Hope 
Tuesday night and the host-
ing Lady Raiders downed 
Oneonta to claim the area 
title and punch their ticket 
to the next round. After 
Oneonta swept Hanceville 
in three straight sets, Good 
Hope ended up sweeping the 
Lady Redskins 3-0 to capture 
another area championship.

Oneonta 3 - Hanceville 0 
(Game One)
Oneonta held a slim 3-2 lead 
early on in the first set, then 
a big 7-0 run by the Lady 
Redskins pushed their lead 
to 10-2. A block point by 
Kate Sterling stopped the 
run and made it a 10-3 game, 
but Oneonta scored the next 
eight points to widen their 
lead to 18-3. An ace from Zoe 
Pitts made it an 18-5 game, 
and later on, a point by Eden 
Clements, an ace from Olivia 
Stallings, and a point by Alex 
Twitty cut it to 24-9. Oneon-
ta, though, collected the final 
point as they ended up taking 
the first set, 25-9.
	 The Lady Redskins got 
out to a quick 7-2 lead in 
the second set, but the Lady 
Bulldogs trimmed it to 8-4 
on a point by Clements, and 
later on, to 10-6 on an ace 
from Stallings. Another big 

run by Oneonta saw them in-
crease their lead to 17-7, and 
they later held a 22-8 lead. 
Hanceville went on a mini 
run to cut into the deficit, as 
back-to-back aces from Cle-
ments made it a 22-11 game. 
They wouldn't get any closer 
after that, though, as the 
Lady Redskins would go on 
to take the second set, 25-12.
	 A point by Sterling, fol-
lowed by an ace from Char-
ity Barnes, gave Hanceville 
an early 3-1 lead in the third 
set, but Oneonta scored four 
straight points to take a 5-3 
lead. They would later push 
their lead to 10-5, but a pair 
of points by Barnes made it a 
10-8 game.
	 Later on, an ace from 
Stallings cut it to 13-10, but 
Oneonta went on yet anoth-
er big run, scoring nine of 
the next 10 points, to widen 
their lead to 22-11. Hancev-
ille looked for another late 
run to get back in the game; 
they scored four straight 
points, including an ace from 
Barnes, to make it a 22-15 
game. Oneonta, though, put 
a stop to their run in a hurry, 
as they ended up collecting a 
25-16 win in the third set.

Good Hope 3 – Oneonta 0 
(Area Championship)
Good Hope got off to a strong 
start in the first set, as a kill 
by Emma Bailey, an ace from 
Charly Johnson, and a pair of 
points by Ivey Maddox, gave 

them a 6-3 lead. They later 
pushed it to 10-5, and later on, 
to 13-7 on an ace from Bailey. 
Oneonta, though, went on 
a little run to help cut it to 
15-11, but led by a pair of aces 
from Carley Adams, the Lady 
Raiders pushed their lead to 
20-11. The Lady Redskins cut 
it to 22-15 later in the set, but 
Good Hope made sure that 
they wouldn't get any closer 
after that, as a point by John-
son, and the set-winning ace 
from Campbell Koch, helped 
them seal the 25-15 win in 
the first set.
	 It was tight early on in 
the second set, but Good 
Hope broke a 3-3 tie with 
five straight points, which 
included a kill by Maddox, 
another ace from Adams, 
and back-to-back points by 
Molly Benefield, to take an 
8-3 lead. Oneonta trimmed it 
to 9-6, but points by Johnson 
and Jolee McHan, plus an ace 
from Makenzie Cruce, gave 
the Lady Raiders a 13-6 lead. 
They later widened it to 16-7 
on an ace from Koch. They 
continued to add onto their 
lead, as back-to-back aces 
from Bailey, and points by 
Maddox and Johnson helped 
Good Hope increase their 
lead to 24-8. Maddox deliv-
ered the set-winning kill to 
help give the Lady Raiders a 
25-9 win in the second set.
	 The third set was a tight 
one throughout. Good Hope 
broke a 2-2 tie with three 

straight points, includ-
ing points by Maddox and 
McHan, to give them a 5-2 
lead. Oneonta would come 
back to take a 7-6 lead. They 
later made it 9-7, but the 
Lady Raiders regained the 
lead right back, as a pair of 
aces from Bailey, and a kill 
by Johnson, gave them a 12-9 
lead. The Lady Redskins, 
though, would get the lead 
right back at 16-13, but Good 
Hope tied it up at 16. The 
Lady Redskins would later 

take an 18-16 lead, but the 
Lady Raiders got points 
from Koch and McHan, and 
an ace from Maddox, as that 
gave them a 21-18 lead. One-
onta cut it to 21-20, but Good 
Hope finished the set strong, 
as Maddox started things 
off with a kill, then Johnson 
followed that up with a block 
point to make it 23-20. It was 
Cruce that would collect the 
final two points of the game, 
as her game-winning ace 
helped the Lady Raiders seal 

the 25-20 win and the area 
championship.
	 Ivey Maddox, Charly 
Johnson, Campbell Koch, 
and Makenzie Cruce got 
All-Area for Good Hope, 
while Kate Sterling and Char-
ity Barnes got it for Hancev-
ille. Johnson got MVP for the 
area tournament.
	 Good Hope will be head-
ing to the Super Regional 
tournament at the Von 
Braun Center in Huntsville 
next week.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

PREP VOLLEYBALL

Good Hope sweeps Oneonta to claim area championship

The Good Hope Lady Raiders swept Oneonta Tuesday night 
to win the Class 4A, Area 12 championship.

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Vinemont (from Front)
“WHEREAS, the Alabama 
Reading Initiative recognizes 
schools that have demon-
strated a strong commitment 
to foundational literacy for 
Alabama’s K-3 learners; and 
	 WHEREAS, these schools 
demonstrate commitment 
to the components aligned 
with the Science of Reading 
as outlined in the Alabama 
Literacy Act; utilizing explic-
it, systematic, and differenti-
ated reading instruction and 
interventions with extensive 
opportunities for practice, 
based on student need, for 
all students including those 
exhibiting characteristics of 
dyslexia; and 
	 WHEREAS, the leader-
ship in these schools work 
alongside the school’s local 
reading specialist and teach-
ers to deepen their under-
standing of the science of 
reading by fully participat-
ing in professional learning 
such as Language Essentials 
for Teachers of Reading and 
Spelling (LETRS); and 
	 WHEREAS, the science of 
reading is considered an in-
tegral part of the educational 
processes to prevent and re-

mediate reading difficulties 
for the purpose of ensuring 
all students read at or above 
grade level by the end of third 
grade; and 
	 WHEREAS, data is uti-
lized to monitor individual 
student reading progress, 
make necessary instructional 
adjustments, and provide ad-
ditional instructional oppor-
tunities such as Tier III read-
ing intervention, summer 
reading camp, and before/
after school tutoring; and 
	 WHEREAS, these schools 
have demonstrated reading 
growth in their third-grade 
outcome data that exceeds 
the average third grade read-
ing growth of the state of Ala-
bama; and 
	 WHEREAS, the Alabama 
Reading Initiative recognizes 
these schools as 2022- 2023 
Science of Reading Spotlight 
Schools, with the goal of high-
lighting effective structures 
and practices across the state 
of Alabama: 
	 NOW, THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the 
Alabama State Board of Edu-
cation does hereby commend 
the professional accomplish-

ments of these schools who 
have been able to demon-
strate reading growth based 
on their outcome data and 
replicable actions from their 
community of invested stake-
holders, that they are Science 
of Reading Spotlight Schools 
in 2022-2023.”

Students assembled in the 
gym and Cullman County 
Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Shane Barnette took to the 
mic to speak directly to them, 
stating, “Today we’re here 
at Vinemont Elementary 
because we are celebrating 
not only our students in the 
stands, but all of our teachers 
and faculty.
	 "Vinemont Elementary 
has been highlighted as an 
ARI Spotlight School in the 
state of Alabama. You are 
one of the top 14 schools (12 
schools and two school dis-
tricts) in the entire state of 
Alabama, so we want to cele-
brate with you guys!” 
	 The Alabama State De-
partment of Education shows 
that 86% of second graders 
and a whopping 94% of third 
graders at Vinemont Elemen-

tary are reading at or above 
their grade level. Teacher 
Kim Brown understands how 
hard the students worked 
to achieve those high num-
bers. Addressing the entire 
gymnasium of grade-school-
ers, Brown spoke directly 
to them, saying, “All of you 
earned this honor. You should 
be very proud. You should go 
home and tell your parents 
what a great job you’ve done, 
because you all earned this 
award. Congratulations!”
	 Barnette arranged a 
congratulatory sweet treat 
for the assembly: a cake for 
teachers and faculty, and a 
freshly made chocolate chip 
cookie for each student. Bar-
nette spilled the beans to the 
students and joked to the 
teachers, “Every student in 
here gets a cookie to eat on 
the way back to class. Sorry 
teachers!”
	 In 2024, the Spotlight 
Schools and districts will host 
officials and educators from 
around the state, in an at-
tempt to share new methods 
and innovative approaches 
to increasing literacy skills in 
elementary-aged children. 
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Jacobs proclaims Oct. 28 Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) Awareness Day; 
MS walk at Heritage Park
Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — As North 
Central Neurology Associ-
ates gears up for its Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) awareness 
walk to be held Saturday, Oct. 
28, 2023, Cullman Mayor 
Woody Jacobs has pro-
claimed the day Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) Day - a major 
win for informing the public 
of the condition and making 
patients and their families 
feel seen and heard, accord-
ing to Office Manager Debbie 
Simonsen.
	 “It feels great!” exclaimed 
Simonsen, sharing that the 
return of the local MS aware-
ness walk has been especially 
motivating for the practice’s 
patients, especially for those 
whose conditions make them 
unable to tolerate long car 
rides.
	 “It’s especially great for 
our patients with mobility 
issues who have difficulty 
traveling long distances. For 
the past few years the walk 
has been limited to Birming-
ham and Huntsville and our 
patients just couldn’t make 
the drive,” she said. “Now 

with it being local again, they 
are able to participate to 
walk. And, for those that are 
unable to walk, at least they 
can get out in their own com-
munity and be a part of the 
event.” 
	 Simonsen said the sup-
port of local government is 
key to expanding awareness 
about MS, and the many 
conditions that fall under 
the umbrella, many of which 
affect local community mem-
bers.
	 “It helps to have the sup-
port of our mayor and the 
City of Cullman and to know 
that others recognize the 
need for awareness. MS is an 
umbrella for so many other 
problems,” she explained.
	 “A lot of MS patients deal 
with loss of mobility, anxiety, 
depression, brain fog, in-
ability to concentrate and so 
many other issues.”
	 Simonsen said that while 
the condition affects nearly a 
million people in the United 
States, proper diagnosis and 
treatment can be a lengthy 
and confusing process for pa-
tients.
	 The condition typically 
affects those between the 

ages of 20-50, but it can 
hit at any time; the first 
well-defined case of MS was 
described by French neurol-
ogist Jean-Martin Chacot 
in 1868, and with the cause 
still unknown 155 years later, 
there’s a lot of ground for the 
medical world to cover in 
finding a cure.
	 Simonsen urges residents 
to come out to Heritage Park 
on Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023, 
from 8 a.m.-noon to walk, 
raise awareness and raise 
funds for research and treat-
ment of MS.
	 In addition to the walk, 
live music, T-shirts and raf-
fles will be available. 
	 “It’s going to be a great 
morning filled with fun, and 
it gives hope to those affected 
with MS. Come out and walk 
for some of those who can’t!” 
exclaimed Simonsen.
	 If you would like to 
donate an item to be raffled, 
it’s not too late! Contact 
Debbie Simonsen at North 
Central Neurology Associ-
ates at 256-739-1210. To learn 
more about North Central 
Neurology Associates, visit 
www.facebook.com/north-
centralneurology. 

The Cullman Bearcats defeated Hartselle 12-0 Tuesday night 
to win this year’s Tennessee Valley League seventh grade 
championship game and finish the season unbeaten.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Left to right, Dr. Chris LaGanke; Mayor Woody Jacobs; longtime patient 
of Dr. LaGanke, Ron Seybold; and Office Manager Debbie Simonsen 
pose in front of North Central Neurology Associates.

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Berlin (from Front)

BERLIN, Ala. — The Berlin 
Town Council on Monday 
evening took time from its 
meeting to recognize Town 
Clerk Keirstyn Montgomery 
for her recent completion 
of Alabama Municipal Rev-
enue Officer certification. 
Montgomery earned the cer-
tificate as part of a series of 
credentials she is seeking to 
better carry out her duties. 
After congratulating her, the 
council voted unanimously 
to grant its clerk a one-time 
pay adjustment of $2,500 to 
be paid at the beginning of 
December.
	 In regular business, the 
council considered issues 
involving local roads. Noting 
requests from residents on 
County Road 1600, and the 
number of children living in 
homes along that road, the 
council approved a 25 mile 
per hour speed limit. Mayor 
Patrick Bates told the coun-
cil that planned Cullman 
County Road Department 
work on County Roads 1612 
and 1614 has been canceled 
due to increasing charges 
for use of equipment and a 

Cullman County Bosom Buddies Foundation overwhelmed by support
CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Bosom Bud-
dies Foundation (CCBBF) 
said it is overwhelmed by 
the support shown by the 
community. The nonprofit 
hosted its annual Little Pink 
Dress Benefit on Oct. 3, 2023, 
and boasted a record turnout. 
The event raised more than 
$26,000, money that has al-
ready been applied to assist at 
least 100 Cullman residents 
with basic needs while un-
dergoing cancer treatments.
	 CCBBF Board Member 
Judy Grissom said, “It is 
amazing, but it's because 
the community has gotten 
behind us; they're the reason 

that we're able to do this. 
Because without their sup-
port and their donations, 
we couldn't, and so we're so 
grateful to them every day.”
	 In the wake of COVID-19, 
Grissom envisioned a more 
intimate feel to the LPD ben-
efit, and has since opted for a 
night of fellowship and fund-
raising instead of programs 
and paid speakers, empha-
sizing the need all humans 
have for connection and close 
conversation. 
	 “I said I want this to be a 
social evening so that people 
that have been closed up can 
just mix and mingle and talk 
and visit,” she said.
	 “So that's what we did. We 
shortened (it), and we don't 
have a program. That's when 

we started with the video and 
just let people visit. It's just a 
fun night.”
	 Grissom said CCBBF 
would be an unrealized 
dream if Mary Dyer hadn’t 
begun a small support group, 
offering help to neighbors 
and friends in their time of 
need. 
	 Speaking of Dyer’s will 
to help others, Grissom re-
called, “It started as Bosom 
Buddies Support Group.
	 "In 2011 and 2012, people 
started asking Mary and her 
support group to help them 
with their basic living ex-
penses, such as rent or hous-
ing, utility bills and that sort 
of thing.
	 "So Mary and her group 
would have a bake sale. Mary 

said she had made as many as 
20 (cakes) and carried them 
up to the hospital and they 
would sell them at the hospi-
tal to raise enough money to 
pay this person's bills.”
	 Thanking the CCBBF Ad-
visory Board for its continued 
support, Grissom said, “All of 
our board members, like our 
president, vice president, 
treasurer, secretary, they're 
all survivors.
	 "We're all survivors. So 
the advisory board is just an 
extra layer of support for all 
of us.” 
	 If you or someone you 
know need financial assis-
tance while undergoing 
cancer treatment, contact 
Jessica Nicholson at 256-737-
2588.

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Legal Notice 
   Notice is hereby given to all owners, secured parties and 
lienholders of the following described motor vehicle, which I have a 
right to sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance 
with the State of Alabama abandoned motor vehicle law, Statues, 
Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-
494-S-80, as per Legislative Act 2015-470: 
   2010 Nissan Rogue, Vin.#JN8AS5MT4AW023865 
  This vehicle will be sold on Friday, December 8, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. 
for towing/storage fees if not claimed. Located at Hammock Auto 
Sales, 17 County Road 406, Cullman, Alabama 35057, 256-775-
3754. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
Default having been made of the terms of the loan documents secured by 
that certain mortgage executed by Jerry Finley Husband And Victoria 
Finley Wife to Jim Walter Home, Inc. dated September 28, 2001; said 
mortgage being recorded on November 6, 2001, in Book 1214, Page 136 
in and re-recorded in Book 1210, Page 42 in the Office of the Judge of 
Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. Said Mortgage was last sold, 
assigned and transferred to U.S. Bank, N.A., as Trustee, successor in 
interest to Wachovia Bank, National Association, as Trustee, for Mid-
State Trust XI by assignment recorded in Deed Book 333, Page 171 in 
the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, ALABAMA. 
The undersigned, U.S. Bank, N.A., as Trustee, successor in interest to 
Wachovia Bank, National Association, as Trustee, for Mid-State Trust 
XIunder and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, 
will sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before the main 
entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, Alabama during the 
legal hours of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on the 20th day of 
November, 2023 the following property, situated in Cullman County, 
Alabama, to-wit: 
COMMENCE AT THE NW CORNER OF THE S 1/2 OF THE SW 1/4 
OF THE NE 1/4 OF SECTION 33, T-11-S, R-3-W, CULLMAN 
COUNTY, ALABAMA; THENCE RUN S 86 DEGREES 44'23"E, 
786.92' TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE RUN S 86 
DEGREES 44'23"E, 150.00'; THENCE RUN S 00 DEGREES 00'00"E, 
320.00'; THENCE RUN N 86 DEGREES 44'23"W, 150.00'; THENCE 
RUN N 00 DEGREES 00'00"E, 320.00' TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING; SAID HEREIN DESCRIBED TRACT CONTAINS 1.1 
ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND LIES IN THE NE 1/4 OF SECTION 
33, T-11-S, R-3-W, CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA. 
 
ALSO, A 30' ACCESS EASEMENT, 15' EITHER SIDE OF THE 
FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE: COMMENCE AT THE NW 
CORNER OF THE S 1/2 OF THE SW 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 OF 
SECTION 33, T-11-S, R-3-W, CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA, 
A(N) 1/2" IRON PIN FOUND; THENCE RUN S 86 DEGREES 
44'23"E, 786.92'; THENCE RUN S 00 DEGREES 00'00"W, 320.00'; 
THENCE RUN S 86 DEGREES 44'23"E, 37.92' TO THE POINT IN 
THE SOUTH LINE OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTY, 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE RUN S 57 DEGREES 
49'41"W, 166.27; THENCE RUN S 59 DEGREES 11'33"E, 391.93.; 
THENCE RUN S 66 DEGREES 34'41"E 82.63'; THENCE RUN S 86 
DEGREES 38'34"E, 239.96' TO THE POINT OF ENDING IN THE 
ROAD EASEMENT ACQUIRED BY JOSEPH A. CHAPMAN BY 
DEED RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 301, PAGE 827, IN SAID 
COUNTY. 
 
ALSO, A 30' ACCESS EASEMENT, 30' NORTH OF AND 
PARALLEL TO THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE: 
COMMENCE AT THE NW CORNER OF THE S 1/2 OF THE SW 1/4 
OF THE NE 1/4 OF SECTION 33, T-11-S, R-3-W, CULLMAN 
COUNTY, ALABAMA; THENCE RUN S 86 DEGREES 44'23"E, 
786.92'; THENCE RUN S 0 DEGREES 00'00"E, 320.0' THENCE RUN 
S 86 DEGREES 44'23"E, 150.0' TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE RUN S 86 DEGREES 44'23"E, 400' TO THE POINT OF 
ENDING IN THE ROAD EASEMENT ACQUIRED BY JOSEPH A. 
CHAPMAN BY DEED RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 301, PAGE 
827, IN SAID COUNTY. 
 

  October 13, 2023 
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Said property is commonly known as 501 County Rd 588, Hanceville, 
AL 35077. 
Should a conflict arise between the property address and the legal 
description the legal description will control. 
Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and payable), the right 
of redemption of any taxing authority, all outstanding liens for public 
utilities which constitute liens upon the property, any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-way, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, covenants, the statutory 
right of redemption pursuant to Alabama law, and any matters of record 
including, but not limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out 
above. Said property will be sold on an "as-is" basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned.  The successful bidder must present certified funds in the 
amount of the winning bid at the time and place of sale. 
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in property the 
right to redeem the property under certain circumstances. Programs may 
also exist that help persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An 
attorney should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process. 
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan with the holder of the Mortgage. 
 
U.S. BANK, N.A., AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO 
WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, 
FOR MID-STATE TRUST XI 
as holder of said mortgage 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC 
Two North Twentieth 
2 20th Street North, Suite 1000 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(205) 216-4238 
FT21@mccalla.com 
File No. 23-05296AL 
www.foreclosurehotline.net 
 
Cullman Tribune 
10/19/2023,10/26/2023,11/02/2023 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
Default having been made of the terms of the loan documents secured by 
that certain mortgage executed by Karen M Perry to Citifinancial 
Corporation, LLC dated February 3, 2005; said mortgage being recorded 
on February 4, 2005, in Book 1415, Page 15 in the Office of the Judge of 
Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. Said Mortgage was last sold, 
assigned and transferred to U.S. Bank Trust Company, National 
Association, not in its individual capacity but solely as Indenture Trustee 
of CIM Trust 2023-NR2 by assignment recorded in Deed Book 390, 
Page 326 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, 
ALABAMA. 
The undersigned, U.S. Bank Trust Company, National Association, not 
in its individual capacity but solely as Indenture Trustee of CIM Trust 
2023-NR2under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before 
the main entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, Alabama 
during the legal hours of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on the 6th day of 
November, 2023 the following property, situated in Cullman County, 
Alabama, to-wit: 
LOT 30 OF THE RESUBDIVISION OF LOTS 30 & 31 OF LOTS 30-
34 OF LARKWOOD SUBDIVISION AS RECORDED IN MAP 
BOOK 6 PAGE 139 IN PROBATE RECORDS OF CULLMAN 
COUNTY, ALABAMA.   
SUBJECT TO THAT CERTAIN UTILITY EASEMENT OF THE 
CITY OF CULLMAN RECORDED IN FICHE 483 FRAME E11.   
SUBJECT TO SANITARY SEWER LINE AS SHOWN ON SURVEY 
OF H.D. HARRIS, AL REG. NO. 5742 DATED APRIL 14, 2000.   
SUBJECT TO RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS AS FILED IN BOOK 
210 PAGE 71 AND SHOWN ON MAP BOOK 2 PAGE 52. 
 
Said property is commonly known as 1221 NE Larkwood Dr., Cullman, 
AL 35055. 
Should a conflict arise between the property address and the legal 
description the legal description will control. 
Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and payable), the right 
of redemption of any taxing authority, all outstanding liens for public 
utilities which constitute liens upon the property, any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-way, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, covenants, the statutory 
right of redemption pursuant to Alabama law, and any matters of record 
including, but not limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out 
above. Said property will be sold on an "as-is" basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned.  The successful bidder must present certified funds in the 
amount of the winning bid at the time and place of sale. 
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in property the 
right to redeem the property under certain circumstances. Programs may 
also exist that help persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An 
attorney should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process. 
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan with the holder of the Mortgage. 
 

  September 28, 2023 

Page 2 

U.S. BANK TRUST COMPANY, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT 
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS INDENTURE 
TRUSTEE OF CIM TRUST 2023-NR2 
as holder of said mortgage 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC 
Two North Twentieth 
2 20th Street North, Suite 1000 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(205) 216-4238 
FT21@mccalla.com 
File No. 23-04530AL 
www.foreclosurehotline.net 
 
Cullman Tribune 
10/05/2023,10/12/2023,10/19/2023 
 
 
 
 
 

Cullman County Sherrif Matt Gentry mingled and served 
guests at the annual Little Pink Dress Benefit.

CHEYENNE SHARP/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Show (from Front)
tion that welcomes both 2D 
and 3D pieces for competi-
tion from students in grades 
six through 12.
	 Artists from across the 
Southeast gather in one 
building for live demos, ven-
dors and cutthroat fine art 
competition.
	 Rhodes, a regular cus-
tomer at the event’s main 
sponsor, Alabama Art Supply, 
said she saw a sign as she was 
picking up her usual order of 
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Obituary Announcements: Oct. 17-18
Judy Austin, 73
Graveside services for Judy 
Austin, 73, of Blountsville, 
will be Thursday, Oct. 
19, 2023, at 11 a.m. at 
Pleasant Hill Cemetery 
in Blountsville, Alabama. 
Mrs. Austin was born Feb. 
12, 1950, in Columbia, 
Kentucky. She passed 
away Oct. 12, 2023, in 
Cullman, Alabama. Mrs. 
Austin is survived by her 
daughter, Melissa (Casey) 
Culwell; her grandson, 
Austin Culwell; siblings, 
Virgina Collins, Robert 
Hagy, and Marty Daniel. 
Mrs. Austin was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Harvey Hagy and Adell 
Boone; her husband, 
Harold Austin; brothers, 
Don Hagy, and Mike Hagy.

Shirley Ann Pitts, 78
Funeral services for Shirley 
Ann Pitts, of Hanceville, 
Alabama will be noon, 
Friday, Oct. 20, 2023 at 
Fairview West Baptist 
Church in Hanceville. 
Burial will follow in the 
adjoining cemetery. Claude 
Bennett, Gene Shelton, 
and Jack Welch will be 
conducting the services.  
Visitation will be from 6 
p.m. until 9 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 19, 2023, at Hanceville 
Funeral Home. Mrs. Pitts 
will also lie-in-repose at the 
church on Friday from 10 
a.m. until noon. Mrs. Pitts 
was born on Jan. 14, 1945, 
in Cullman. She passed 
away at the age of 78 on 
Oct. 16, 2023, at Cullman 

Regional Medical Center 
in Cullman. Shirley was 
a graduate of Hanceville 
High School. Shortly after 
graduating she would 
meet and eventually marry 
the love of her life, Doug. 
She spent several years 
working at various places 
but devoted most of her 
time at home raising her 
beloved children.  Shirley 
was strong in her faith 
and always had time to 
help someone; whether it 
be advice or just to have 
someone to talk to. Her 
personality was bright, and 
her love was contagious. 
She will be deeply missed 
and remain forever in the 
hearts of those she loved. 
Survivors include her 
husband, Douglas Pitts; 
children, Jeff Pitts, Keith 
Pitts, and Nancy Johnson 
(Felix); grandchildren, 
Maegan Wright (Adam), 
Halee Holloway (Dakota), 
Promise Pitts, Courtney 
Pitts, Jordan Pitts (Maddie 
White), Savannah Johnson, 
Alexis Johnson, and Logan 
Johnson; seven great-
grandchildren; brother, 
Ralph Brown; sisters-in-
law, Charlotte Brown and 
Peggy Kyle (Jack); brother-
in-law, Danny Pitts; and 
a host of many nieces, 
nephews, and friends. 
Mrs. Pitts was preceded 
in death by her father, R.J. 
Brown; mother, Frances 
Brown-Baker; stepfather, 
Ott Baker; and brother, 
Roger Brown. Hanceville 
Funeral Home is honored 

to serve the Pitts’ Family.

Nancy Carol Nobinger, 79
Funeral service for Nancy 
Carol Nobinger, age 79, of 
Athens, will be Thursday, 
Oct. 19, 2023, at 3 p.m. at 
Cullman Funeral Home 
chapel, with Rev. Wade 
Maynard officiating. 
Visitation will be held 
from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. 
on Thursday. Interment 
will be at Pleasant Grove 
Cemetery. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to serve 
the family. Mrs. Nobinger 
passed away Tuesday, Oct. 
17, 2023 at her residence. 
She was born June 20, 
1944, to Joseph Howard 
Thomas and Deloros 
Brindle Thomas. She was 
a member of Lindsay 
Lane Baptist Church and 
Northbrook Church. She 
was also a member of 
Cullman Civitan for many 
years.  She loved shopping, 
eating out, socializing 
with her friends, and being 
with her grandsons. She 
was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband, 
Bill Nobinger; One 
brother; One sister. She is 
survived by her daughter, 
Nicole (Joseph) Hoenig; 
grandchildren, Ethan 
(Karla) Hoenig, and Evan 
Hoenig; family and friends. 
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.com. 

Faleisha Rochelle 
Thompson, 42, 
of Guntersville

Faleisha Rochelle 
Thompson, age 42, of 
Guntersville, Alabama 
passed away on Monday, 
Oct. 16, 2023. She was 
born Nov. 14, 1980, in 
Indiana. Faleisha loved 
her family and was an 
amazing wife, mother and 
the greatest grandmother 
in the world.   She is 
survived by her daughters, 
Veronika (Austin Ely) 
Torres, Angelica (Aaron) 
Delagrange and Abigail 
Torres, all of Huntington, 
Indiana; granddaughters, 
Braelyn Morrett, Chloe 
Morrett, Opal Delagrange 
and Olive Ely, all of 
Huntington, Indiana; 
mother and step-father, 
Herbert and Marsha 
Patrick of Athens and a 
host of aunts, uncles, other 
family and friends. She 
was preceded in death 
by her husband, Michael 
Thompson. A memorial 
service will be announced 
at a later date. Fond 
memories and expressions 
of sympathy may be shared 
at www.mossservicefh.com 
for the Thompson family.

David Dwayne 
Hollaway, 59
Funeral service for David 
Dwayne Hollaway, age 59, 
of Hanceville, will be at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 21, 
2023, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home with Lonnie 
Speakman officiating; 
interment in Etha Baptist 
Cemetery. Visitation will be 
from noon until 2 p.m. prior 

to the service.  Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.  
Mr. Hollaway passed away 
on Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2023, 
at Cullman Regional. He 
was born June 17, 1964, in 
Florida to Willie Dwayne 
Hollaway and Gloria 
Ann Hollaway.  He was 
preceded in death by his 
grandparents.  Survivors 
include his son, David 
Holloway; daughters, 
Cecilia (Steven) Kirby 
and Clarissa Windisch; 
grandchildren, Eric 
Holloway, Caleb Holloway, 
Jay Holloway, Alex Kirby, 
Braxton Kirby, Ariel 
Windisch, Liam Windisch, 
and Willow Windisch; 
parents, Willie Dwayne 
Hollaway and Gloria Ann 
Hollaway; sister, Regina 
Sullivan; brother, John 
Hollaway; nephews, Danny 
(Breanna) Sullivan, Dakota 
Sullivan, Jeff Hollaway, 
and Ellis Hollaway; and 
nieces, Natasha Sullivan, 
Jerica (Derrick) Bryant, 
and Rachel Hollaway.

Hope Dooley Fallin, 82
Hope Dooley Fallin, 82, 
of Warrior, passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, Oct. 
17, 2023, with her son by 
her side. Hope was born 
Dec. 3, 1940, along with 
triplet sisters, Charity 
and Faith, to Ray Thomas 
Dooley and Ettie Mae 
Forsyth Dooley in Cold 
Springs, AL. She graduated 
from Tarrant City High 
School and worked at the 

Eye Foundation Hospital 
in Birmingham for nearly 
20 years.  Hope married 
the love of her life, Rayford 
Fallin in 1960 and they 
gave birth to their only 
son, Brian Fallin in 1964. 
She was a compassionate 
woman of many talents 
and spent most of her time 
caring selflessly for others. 
She enjoyed crafting, 
cooking, singing in the 
church choir, serving in 
the community and loved 
watching Alabama football. 
She was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband, 
Rayford Fallin; sisters 
Charity and Faith Dooley, 
Maye Dooley Stricklin, 
and Ruby Nell Dooley 
Welch; and brothers, Roy 
L. Dooley and Leldon 
Ray Dooley. Hope is 
survived by her son, Brian 
Fallin (Shannon); sister 
Anna Sue Dooley Tubbs; 
grandchildren David 
Fallin, Faith Lang (Adam), 
Chanah and Brianna Fallin, 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
Cadence, Jacob and 
Jaxson; and many nieces 
and nephews. Funeral 
services will be held on 
Friday, Oct. 20, 2023, at 
2 p.m. at the Cullman 
Funeral Home Chapel (461 
U.S. Highway 278 East) in 
Cullman, Alabama 35055. 
Visitation will be held prior 
to the service from noon 
until 2 p.m. Interment 
will immediately follow at 
Cold Springs Missionary 
Baptist Church Cemetery 
in Bremen, Alabama.

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Berlin (from Front)

BERLIN, Ala. — The Berlin 
Town Council on Monday 
evening took time from its 
meeting to recognize Town 
Clerk Keirstyn Montgomery 
for her recent completion 
of Alabama Municipal Rev-
enue Officer certification. 
Montgomery earned the cer-
tificate as part of a series of 
credentials she is seeking to 
better carry out her duties. 
After congratulating her, the 
council voted unanimously 
to grant its clerk a one-time 
pay adjustment of $2,500 to 
be paid at the beginning of 
December.
	 In regular business, the 
council considered issues 
involving local roads. Noting 
requests from residents on 
County Road 1600, and the 
number of children living in 
homes along that road, the 
council approved a 25 mile 
per hour speed limit. Mayor 
Patrick Bates told the coun-
cil that planned Cullman 
County Road Department 
work on County Roads 1612 
and 1614 has been canceled 
due to increasing charges 
for use of equipment and a 

manpower shortage at the 
County. Bates said that he 
would seek bids for a private 
contractor to do the needed 
work.
	 The council met with 
construction company repre-
sentatives before the meeting 
to view the planned site for 
Berlin’s tornado shelter, and 
Bates reported in the meeting 
that the council is waiting on 
estimates for ground prepa-
ration work before installing 
the shelter. Plans are to have 
the project completed by the 
end of February 2024.

The council briefly dis-
cussed upcoming commu-
nity events including:
•	 Trunk or Treat at the 

Berlin Farmers Market from 
5-8 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 28
•	 Berlin Volunteer Fire De-
partment Pancake Breakfast 
and Raffle on Dec. 9 to benefit 
children of local families in 
need

Almost all spaces for the 
trunk or treat event have 
been filled, and candy dona-
tions are accepted at Berlin 
Town Hall or the Berlin 
Dollar General. The council 
voted to donate $325 to the 
fire department to purchase 
supplies for the breakfast.
	 The Berlin Town Council 
meets at 7 p.m. on the third 
Monday of each month at 
Berlin Town Hall. The public 
is invited to attend.

QUILTING MATERIAL FOR SALE 
   Starts at $1.00 a yard and goes up to 
$10.00 a yard (when it gets up to 3 yards it 
is $15.00 a yard). Until it sells out. 8517 
County Road 946, Crane Hill, 35053 (right 
before Williams Bridge). Call 256-747-
4184. 
 

Cullman County Sherrif Matt Gentry mingled and served 
guests at the annual Little Pink Dress Benefit.

Show (from Front)
tion that welcomes both 2D 
and 3D pieces for competi-
tion from students in grades 
six through 12.
	 Artists from across the 
Southeast gather in one 
building for live demos, ven-
dors and cutthroat fine art 
competition.
	 Rhodes, a regular cus-
tomer at the event’s main 
sponsor, Alabama Art Supply, 
said she saw a sign as she was 
picking up her usual order of 

clay and glazes and decided to 
go for it.
	 Under the tutelage of 
Christy Brock at Cullman’s 
Art Shop Around the Corner 
and even a few classes from 
Sandra Heavan at Meek High 
School, Rhodes has learned 
to shape, sculpt and glaze, but 
most importantly, to work 
with the clay and not against 
it.
	 “Most of the things I 
make I just try to work with 

the clay, letting it kinda just 
do its thing,” she said, com-
paring working with clay to a 
“team effort.”
	 While harsh angles and 
striking lines may be impres-
sive at a competition level, 
Rhodes noted her personal 
preference for fluid contours 
and free-flowing designs.
	 “I really like making dec-
orative vases; there is a lot of 
wiggle room for creativity,” 
she said.

	 “And I really love doing 
organic shapes!” 
	 Pottery is one of the 
slower crafts in the realm of 
makers, with final products 
taking days or weeks to make, 
often needing fine tuning 
after firings or repeated dips 
in glaze.
	 The pressure was on 
before competition time.
	 “Each vase took about a 
week to make and dry, then 
the firings took three days in 

total,” said Rhodes. The time 
spent preparing the pieces 
paid off as Rhodes walked 
away with $250 in winnings 
and Best in Show bragging 
rights as “Sassy Vase” came 
out the victor in a fierce battle 
of mediums.
	 “It was unbelievable!” 
exclaimed Rhodes. “I was 
happy, surprised, excited!”
	 Rhodes, who also does 
pop-ups at local festivals with 
her pottery, said that while 

the competition is over, she’s 
not hanging up her apron. 
Her hobby business, Mud 
Toad Pottery, keeps her busy 
when she’s not working on 
homeschool curriculum as 
she crafts carefully sculpted 
and colorfully glazed mugs 
and vases.
	 Rhodes may be a humble 
“maker of cool things,” in 
her own words, but in others’ 
words, she’s a bona fide “Best 
in Show.”



8 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
OCTOBER 19, 2023

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
OCTOBER 19, 2023COMMUNITY MATTERS

���������

��
���������

��

Gail Crutchfield
Wallace State

Truck (from Front)

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
During the unveiling of a new 
piece of equipment to be used 
in Wallace State Community 
College’s electric vehicle cur-
riculum in the Diesel Tech-
nology program, President 
Dr. Vicki Karolewics noted 
the addition is part of the 
college’s continuing efforts to 
be proactive when it comes to 
providing learning opportu-
nities for students.
	 “I’m often reminded of 
something that Tom Peters 
said a few years ago in his 
book, ‘Re-Imagine!’,” Karole-
wics said. “Tom’s book was 
focusing on the disruptions 
in the business world, and he 

said, if you are uncomfortable 
with the notion of change, 
think how much (more) un-
comfortable you’ll be with the 
notion of irrelevance. Here at 
Wallace State, we not only 
work constantly to change 
how we do things in order to 
maintain that relevance, with 
our partners, but we strive to 
be a pacesetter.”
	 To set that pace, Wallace 
State recently purchased 
from Truckworx a Kenworth 
T680E Class 8 heavy duty 
electric vehicle, the first sold 
in the state of Alabama.
	 “This will give our stu-
dents the opportunity to see 
something that no one in the 
field has seen yet,” said Wyatt 
Swann, chair of the Wallace 
State Diesel Technology pro-

gram.
	 The purchase was made 
with funds provided in a 
three-year, $1.3 million grant 
by the Appalachian Regional 
Commission.
	 “Over the timespan of 
the grant, Wallace State aims 
to provide comprehensive 
training to as many as 230 
students in the safe handling 
and maintenance of high 
voltage vehicles and batter-
ies,” said Associate Dean of 
Technologies Jerry Murcks. 
“The initiative encompasses 
both prospective technicians 
who will enroll in our pro-
grams and the upskilling of 
current technicians already 
working in the field.”
	 Truckworx representa-
tive Heith Pike noted the in-

evitability of the increase in 
electric vehicles in the truck-
ing industry and the impor-
tance of having the techni-
cians to keep trucks running.
	 “Electric is coming, and it 
is coming faster than we re-
alize,” said Pike. “And as you 
know, over the road trucks 
keep America moving. But 
without good technicians the 
over the road trucks are not 
on the road.”
	 Pike added that Truck-
worx is extremely blessed 
to have a relationship with 
Wallace State and the Diesel 
Technology program.
	 “Wallace State has pro-
vided us with great techni-
cians,” Pike said. “Almost 
every single location that 
Truckworx has a graduate 

from the Wallace State diesel 
program.”
	 Wallace State also accept-
ed a $44,000 donation from 
the Cullman Electric Cooper-
ative. Brian Lacy, the Co-Op’s 
manager of communication 
and external affairs said the 
funds come the Tennessee 
Valley Authority’s Communi-
ty Care Fund. The funds will 
be used to install two electric 
vehicle charging stations on 
the Wallace State campus.
	 “We are glad to help Wal-
lace State add these facilities 
to their campus, and we ap-
preciate the leadership that 
Dr. Karolewics and the staff 
at Wallace State Community 
College have shown in rec-
ognizing where this trend 
is heading in our industry,” 

Lacy said.
	 Along with guests from 
Cullman Electric Coopera-
tive and Truckworx, repre-
sentatives from Congress-
man Robert Aderholt’s office, 
the Cullman Economic De-
velopment Agency, TVA and 
the City of Hanceville were 
also on hand for the unveil-
ing.
	 Wallace State offers elec-
tric vehicle related training 
in three areas. Along with 
Diesel Technology, students 
in Advanced Automotive 
Technology and a new Elec-
trical Technology program 
under the umbrella of the 
Mechatronics, Electronics 
and Robotics Technology are 
offered electric vehicle relat-
ed curriculum.

Staff Reports
Contributor

Sloot (from Front)

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Dutch citizen Joran van 
der Sloot pleaded guilty 
Wednesday, Oct. 18, and was 
sentenced for his role in a 
scheme to obtain $250,000 
from Elizabeth (“Beth”) Ann 
Holloway, the mother of Na-
talee Holloway, announced 
U.S. Attorney Prim F. Escalo-
na and Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation Special Agent in 
Charge Carlton Peeples.
	 The guilty plea and sen-
tencing of Joran Andreas 
Petrus van der Sloot, 36, oc-
curred before U.S. District 
Court Judge Anna M. Mana-

sco.  Van der Sloot pleaded 
guilty to extortion and wire 
fraud and was sentenced to 
20 years in prison.  
	 According to the plea 
agreement, in 2010, van der 
Sloot solicited money from 
Beth Holloway, Natalee Hol-
loway’s mother, on promises 
he would reveal the location 
of her daughter’s remains in 
Aruba and the circumstances 
of her 2005 death. Howev-
er, after being paid a total of 
$25,100, van der Sloot provid-
ed information that he later 
described as “worthless.” 
	 According to the sentenc-
ing memorandum and plea 
agreement, van der Sloot 
agreed to provide full, com-

plete, accurate and truthful 
information regarding Na-
talee Holloway’s disappear-
ance in exchange for a sen-
tence of 20 years.  
	 “Today, the United States 
held Joran van der Sloot ac-
countable for his scheme to 
exploit a mother looking for 
information about her miss-
ing daughter,” Escalona said.
	 “The United States hopes 
that the information regard-
ing Natalee Holloway’s dis-
appearance provides some 
important answers for the 
family and the community 
that has followed this family’s 
tragedy. Today’s result would 
not have been possible with-
out the help of the FBI, De-

partment of Justice’s Office 
of International Affairs, and 
the Government of Peru, the 
Netherlands and Aruba, U.S. 
Marshals Service and Shelby 
County Sherriff’s Office, who 
assisted in this process. 
	 "I am grateful for their 
hard work and dedication.  
May this long-awaited day 
finally bring justice for Beth 
and for Natalee’s family and 
friends.”
	 “Today’s sentence holds 
Joran van der Sloot account-
able for the pain he has 
caused the family and friends 
of Natalee Holloway,” said 
Peeples.  “After more than a 
decade of uncertainty, hope-
fully this will bring them 

and this community some 
closure.  During this lengthy 
investigation, the FBI re-
mained committed in aggres-
sively pursuing and holding 
this individual accountable 
for the crimes he committed 
against US persons. I would 
like to thank our local, state, 
federal and foreign partners 
who assisted in this investi-
gation and a special thanks 
to all the FBI personnel, past 
and present, who worked 
tirelessly in bringing this in-
dividual to justice.”
	 According to the Asso-
ciated Press, van der Sloot 
“admitted he beat the young 
Alabama woman to death on 
a beach in Aruba after she 

refused his advances, then 
dumped her body into the 
sea.”
	 Per the AP, “Natalee Hol-
loway went missing during a 
high school graduation trip 
with classmates. She was last 
seen on May 30, 2005, leav-
ing a bar with van der Sloot, 
a Dutch citizen and student 
at an international school on 
the Caribbean island where 
he grew up. He was ques-
tioned in the disappearance 
but never prosecuted. A judge 
declared Holloway dead, but 
her body was never found.”
	 Read more at www.
wvtm13.com/article/natalee-
holloway-case-news-van-
der-sloot/45573655?. 




