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Cullman County Schools 
names Salazar, Smith 2024 

Elementary, Secondary 
Teachers of the Year

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
County Schools would like 
to congratulate the 2024 
Elementary Teacher of the 
Year and the 2024 Secondary 
Teacher of the Year.

ELEMENTARY 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Kristy Salazar, librarian, 
Parkside School

Kristy Salazar is the librarian 
and Parkside School. She has 
21 years of experience, with 

19 of those years in the class-
room setting. 
 “Mrs. Salazar has been 
vital to integrating STEM 
education and includes these 
lessons in her daily library 
schedule,” said Caleb Elrod, 
Parkside School principal. 
 “She is part of the lead-
ership team and strives daily 
to ensure our students are 
granted the best opportuni-
ties.”

SECONDARY TEACHER 
OF THE YEAR

Lucretia Smith, math, 
West Point High School

Lucretia Smith teaches 
mathematics at West Point 
High School.
 She coaches the math 
team and has also taken ad-
ditional courses in order to 
teach dual enrollment class-
es to her students. 
 “Mrs. Smith creates a pos-
itive and supportive learning 
environment in which stu-
dents feel comfortable taking 
risks and asking questions,” 
said Dr. Wesley Black, West 
Point High School principal. 
 Smith also offers tutoring 
to her students 
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Cullman County VOAD 
opening additional warming 
stations Jan. 15-16 » PAGE 4

The Link searching for 
volunteers to staff warming 
shelter Jan. 15-16 » PAGE 8

www.cullmansavingsbank.com

256-734-1740

Happy New Year from  
           Cullman Savings Bank!
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2023 coroner cases, by the numbers
CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
County Coroner Jeremy Kil-
patrick responded to almost 
80 cases in 2023 related to 
deaths by unnatural causes. 
These include homicide, sui-
cide, overdose, motor vehicle 
crash fatality, aircraft fatality, 
drowning and other (acci-
dent/pending, etc.) 

 Kilpatrick said that in 
2023 in Cullman County, 
there were 21 suicides, 21 
overdoses, 21 motor vehicle 
crash fatalities, one aircraft 
fatality, seven accidents (in-
cluding two drownings), five 
homicides and three cases 
pending determination of the 
cause of death. 
 According to Kilpatrick, 
2022 numbers in Cullman 
County were comparable 

to 2023 numbers.  In 2022, 
there were 17 suicides, 29 
overdoses, one homicide and 
30 traffic fatalities.
 Cullman Police Chief 
David Nassetta provided spe-
cific numbers for the city.
 “In 2023 we had one 
suicide, six overdoses, four 
motor vehicle fatalities, three 
homicides – one was the acci-
dental death at Publix,” Nas-
setta said. “In 2022, we had 

one suicide, zero overdoses, 
one homicide and two motor 
vehicle fatalities.” 
 Nassetta said he immedi-
ately noticed the difference 
in the numbers of overdoses 
between 2022-2023. 
 “The last three to four 
months, we have noticed 
many overdoses occurring in 
comparison to 2022.” Nasset-
ta said. “I believe the issue we 
are seeing is some of the drug 

overdoses are related to the 
drugs being laced with fen-
tanyl, but I can’t say for sure 
until the toxicology reports 
confirm that. The one thing I 
can add is that if we can raise 
awareness about the issue of 
fentanyl being used in the il-
licit manufacture of narcotics 
then maybe it will discourage 
their use and or encourage 
abusers to get treatment for 
the addiction.”

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com
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Washington’s DeBoer named new 
Head Football Coach at Alabama

CONTRIBUTED

Washington Head Football Coach Kalen DeBoer 
is leaving the Huskies to take over as the new 
head coach of the Alabama Crimson Tide
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Hanceville council 
appoints Sawyer mayor

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Jimmy Sawyer, left, stands with wife, Bonnie, as he 
is sworn in as mayor of Hanceville by Kim 
Reburn on Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024. » PAGE 8

» PAGE 10

Left to right (front row) are Director of Instructional Programs Tonya Cupp and 2024 
CCBOE Secondary Teacher of the Year Lucretia Smith; left to right (back row) are West 
Point High School Assistant Principal Shannon Anderson, West Point High School 
Principal Dr. Wesley Black, Superintendent Dr. Shane Barnette, Assistant Superintendent 
Richard Orr, Director of Federal Programs Angie Yarbrough, Elementary Curriculum 
Coordinator Margaret Guthrie and Secondary Curriculum Coordinator Kim Lindsey.
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Local potter Sandra 
Heaven talks Empty Bowls

CULLMAN, Ala. — For 19 
years, Sandra Heaven has 
been throwing (the process 
of shaping clay on a pottery 
wheel) bowls to benefit her 
community through Cull-
man First United Methodist 
Church’s Empty Bowls of 
Cullman County chili dinner. 
The fundraiser benefits the 
food bank at Cullman Caring 
for Kids by rallying local pot-

ters to make keepsake bowls 
that will be filled with deli-
ciously spiced chili for a small 
fee, filling attendees’ bellies 
and opening a conversation 
about food insecurity. 
 Heaven says her passion 
for pottery began in her col-
lege years but blossomed 
after she began teaching 
others to throw and sculpt, 
from elementary to col-
lege-aged students. Heaven 
was head of the art depart-
ment at Wallace State Com-

munity College until 2005, 
and those last few years, she 
said, were when Empty Bowls 
got its start. 
 “Tanya Shearer contact-
ed me when I was at Wallace 
State,” Heaven explained, 
saying it sparked a partner-
ship that has lasted every year 
Empty Bowls has been hosted 
in Cullman. “So we started 
the Empty Bowls there. When 
I retired, I moved out to Win-
ston County, and we wanted 
to do the campaign 

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com
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Cullman’s Peetz earns full ride to Yale

CULLMAN, Ala. — For Cull-
man High School student 
Sophie Peetz, Yale University 
was always a dream, never 
even close to fathomable – in 
her own words, at least. How-
ever, for the educators in her 
life who fostered her interest 
in health sciences and her 
family who supported her 

every step of the way, it came 
as no surprise when Peetz 
learned she earned a full ride 
scholarship to the Ivy League 
school.
 “I became so drawn to the 
school because of its holistic 
education – students are en-
couraged to take classes out-
side of their major and learn 
a variety of topics,” explained 
Peetz, sharing that Yale also 
acts as a fast-track for oppor-

tunities after graduation for 
students of its pre-med pro-
gram, her track of study. 
 Discussing the impact her 
family had on the dream, she 
credits her mom with much 
of her learned resilience and 
persistence, translating not 
just to her impressive aca-
demic resume, but also how 
she carries herself in her day-
to-day life.
 “She never 

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com
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Kalen DeBoer named head 
coach of Alabama Football

ALABAMA ATHLETICS

Kalen DeBoer, recipient of six 2023 national Coach of the Year 
awards, becomes Crimson Tide’s 28th head coach. » PAGE 2

Introducing ‘Cullman Today’ 
weekday news broadcast

CULLMAN TODAY

A screenshot from the inaugural broadcast of "Cullman 
Today." Watch on The Cullman Tribune and 
Cullman Today Facebook pages as well as 
The Cullman Tribune YouTube page. » PAGE 5
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Sophie Peetz

United Way hosts largest Business 
Alliance Breakfast to date

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

United Way of Cullman County Executive Director 
Stephanie Childers, left, and Resource Development and 
Outreach Manager Taylor Johnson, right, address the 
crowd at the United Way Business Alliance 
Breakfast on Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024. » PAGE 7

» PAGE 3

Sandra Heaven works at a turning station at Meek High School’s pottery studio on Saturday, 
Jan. 13, 2024, in preparation for this year’s Empty Bowls of Cullman County fundraiser.

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Desperation Church 
adds 2 new pastors 

to Cullman staff 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Desper-
ation Church last Sunday 
morning announced the 
recent hiring of two new pas-
tors to assist in day-to-day 
operations at its Cullman 
campus.
	 Matt Phillips and his wife, 
Alisha Phillips, were named 
new pastor and associate 
pastor for the Cullman loca-
tion.

	 Pastor Andy Heis will 
remain the lead/senior 
pastor; the new pastors will 
help with daily work obliga-
tions, freeing Heis’ and other 
staff members’ workloads. 
	 “As campus pastors our 
primary goal is focusing on 
the care and pastoring of all 
of our staff, team, volunteers 
and members,” Alisha Phil-
lips said. “We will provide 
operational, administrative 
and comprehensive support 
to Pastor Andy and the Cull-

man campus. We will be con-
tinually building systems that 
will create growth and devel-
opment at a campus level. We 
will continue making connec-
tions with local partners to 
meet the needs of people not 
only in our church, but also 
our community.” 
	 She said she and her hus-
band have been married since 
2019 and they have three 
daughters. 
	 “Matt is originally from 
Kansas City,” Phil-

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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Half Shell Oyster House to open in Cotton Creek Warehouse

CULLMAN, Ala. — One of the 
top seafood restaurants in the 
Southeast is coming to Cullman. 
Half Shell Oyster House, “where 
Southern cuisine meets New Orle-
ans fare,” announced it will join the 
Cotton Creek Warehouse venue in 
downtown Cullman in 2024. 
	 According to a release from 
the restaurant, “Named in the top 

10% of restaurants worldwide by 
Tripadvisor, Half Shell Oyster 
House is known for its award-win-
ning selection of Gulf oysters.
	 Freshly shucked and char-
grilled oysters aren’t the only 
options available on the menu, 
though.
	 Other items include hand cut 
steaks, Royal Reds, chicken al-
fredo, seafood stuffed portabella, 
seafood pot pie, almond encrusted 
chicken and several Gulf fish en-

trees. Half Shell also has an excep-
tional wine list including wine by 
the glass options, local draft beer 
selections, hand crafted cocktails 
and drinks.
	 “Founded in late 2008, Half 
Shell Oyster House began in Gulf-
port, Mississippi and has grown 
into 15 locations across Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Alabama.
	 "The idea of Half Shell was 
first conceptualized by company 
president, Bob Taylor, and was 

later polished off with partners 
Rob Heffner, Kevin Fish and Brian 
Raspberry. The company is still 
privately owned by Taylor and his 
three partners.”
	 “We are excited to be coming 
to downtown Cullman,” said Rasp-
berry, vice president of commer-
cial development for Gulf Coast 
Restaurant Group.
	 "“We believe that Cotton 
Creek, along with its large event 
center and multiple retail and 

office outlets, will be a key devel-
opment in the future growth of 
Cullman.”
	 Half Shell Oyster House plans 
to open in 2024 and will be open 
for lunch, dinner and weekend 
brunch. It will also offer happy 
hours and seasonal features.
	 To learn more, visit www.half-
shelloysterhouse.com. 
	 Cotton Creek Warehouse is 
located at 417 Third Ave. SW in 
Cullman. 
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INDOOR TRACK

Cold Springs’ Edgeworth 
sets AHSAA indoor 
3,200-meter record

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cold Springs standout Ethan Edgeworth posted an AHSAA 
state record time of 8:53.17 to win the 3,200-meter race at 
Monday’s Martin Luther King Indoor Classic in Birmingham.

The Link closes warming shelter

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

The Link of Cullman County was set to house a warming 
station, open to the public on Monday, Jan. 15 and Tuesday, 
Jan. 16, to help keep residents warm overnight amid the polar 
blast that traveled through Cullman County. » PAGE 6

Matt and Alisha Phillips with their children
FACEBOOK

3rd annual Christian 
Hart Memorial Cornhole 
Tournament set for Feb. 3 » PAGE 2
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3rd annual Christian Hart Memorial Cornhole Tournament set for Feb. 3

VINEMONT, Ala. — Chris-
tian Hart will always be re-
membered as a sports-loving, 
funny, vivacious 12-year-old 
Vinemont student. The third 
annual Christian Hart Memo-
rial Cornhole Tournament 
will be held Saturday, Feb. 3, 
in the Vinemont Elementary 
School gym, with all proceeds 
benefiting the Christian Hart 
Memorial Scholarship, which 
was founded in memory of 
Christian, who died on Satur-
day, May 25, 2019, in a boat-
ing incident on Smith Lake.
	 The scholarship is award-

ed yearly to one deserving 
Vinemont student, ensuring 
Christian’s name and legacy 
are remembered.
	 The recipient is chosen 
from a pool of deserving stu-
dents who are handpicked 
by Christian’s parents, along 
with input from Vinemont’s 
faculty and staff to help 
assess the student’s need for 
the scholarship.
	 To raise money for the 
scholarship, Lynn Shaddix, 
Christian’s father, said he 
knew cornhole was the ob-
vious choice to celebrate 
and honor the life of his son. 
Shaddix fondly remembered 
tossing the sacks with his son, 

the thumping of the heavy 
bags on dusty boards on the 
front lawn is something he 
holds dear to his heart. 
	 “We decided to go with 
cornhole for a fundraiser 
because me and Christian 
would get out there and play 
all the time.
	 "I had boards at home and 
he would just play for hours,” 
he said. 
	 “I was playing with 
Robert Haddix (of the Cull-
man County Cornhole Club) 
and asked if we could do a 
fundraiser to make money for 
Christan’s scholarship.”
	 This year’s tournament 
will be held in the  Vinemont 

Elementary gym on Saturday, 
Feb. 3. Registration begins 
on-site at noon with the bags 
flying at 1 p.m.
	 Three divisions will be 
open for players to register 
and compete. The Social di-
vision carries a $40 per team 
registration fee and social 
competitors must use the 
house throwing bags; the 
Competitive division ups 
the ante with a $50 per team 
registration fee but allows 
teams the ability to play with 
their own bags; both winners 
of these competing divisions 
will walk home with a 50/50 
payout.
	 A Blind Draw division 

is the afternoon’s coin toss 
and crowd favorite. A $10 
per person registration fee 
buys entry to the Blind Draw, 
where competitors are ran-
domly matched with a regis-
tered partner, something that 
Shaddix said could make or 
break a winning record. 
	 “You could be paired 
with a social player, someone 
that just plays at backyard 
parties and tailgates, or you 
could be partnered with a 
competitive player who takes 
winning seriously and has 
won tournaments before. 
You never know who you’ll 
get partnered with,” he said. 
“The Blind Draw is anyone’s 

game.”
	 Donated prizes from local 
businesses will be raffled off 
at the event, with tickets sold 
for each raffle at the door. 
Prizes ranging from gift cards 
to appliances will be up for 
grabs, with all raffle ticket 
sales benefiting the Christian 
Hart Memorial Scholarship. 
	 If any local businesses 
or individuals would like to 
donate a prize to be raffled 
to benefit the Christian Hart 
Memorial Scholarship, con-
tact Lynn Shaddix at 256-
339-2936.
	 Vinemont Elementary is 
located at 105 High School 
Road.

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Type 2 diabetes risk factors: What you need to know

Diabetes is one of 
the most prev-
alent and costly 
diseases in the 

United States. It affects over 
37 million Americans, and 
most people are unaware that 
they have it. Type 2 diabetes 
is the most prevalent form of 
the disease. Like many con-
ditions, there are risk factors 
related to type 2 diabetes.

Risk factors
What is the definition of a 
risk factor? It is anything that 
increases your chances of de-
veloping a disease. If some-
one suspects that they have 
type 2 diabetes, there are sev-
eral risk factors to look for.

Inherent risk factors
There are some risk factors 

that cannot be changed such 
as the following:

Family history. If you have a 
close family member with di-
abetes, your risk for develop-
ing the disease increases sig-
nificantly. Know your family 
history and share it with your 
health care provider.

•	 Race or ethnicity. There is 
no clear reason why but cer-
tain races and ethnicities are 
more likely to develop type 2 
diabetes than White people 
are. People that are Black, 
Hispanic, Native American, 
Asian, and Pacific Islander 
are at a greater risk. A 2019 
study from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) broke down the 
rate of type 2 diabetes among 
racial/ethnic groups. Below 
are the results.

•	 White people — 12%
•	 Asian people — 19.1%

•	 Black people — 20.4%
•	 Latino people — 22.1%

•	 Lifestyle and culture may 
play a role, although some 
studies show the risk goes 
beyond just weight and phys-
ical activity.

•	 Age. The older you are, 
the higher your risk. Mid-
dle-aged adults (especially 
those over the age of 40) are 
more susceptible to type 2 
diabetes. More children and 
adolescents are being diag-
nosed also.

•	 Gestational diabetes. You 
have an increased risk of de-
veloping diabetes later in life 
if you have it during pregnan-
cy, known as gestational dia-
betes. Keep a check on your 
blood glucose more often 
after you have given birth.

Other risk factors

There are some risks that 
you can and should do some-
thing about. Healthy changes 
can delay development and 
reduce the risk of type 2 di-
abetes. Being aware of these 
risk factors and how you can 
get them under control will 
minimize your risk of devel-
oping type 2 diabetes.

•	 Weight. Obesity increases 
your risk for type 2 diabe-
tes. A weight loss of 5 to 10 
percent, along with incorpo-
rating physical activity, can 
greatly reduce the possibility 
of advancement of the dis-
ease.

•	 Stress. Managing stress 
is imperative to lowering 
your risk for type 2 diabetes. 
Emotions can trigger your 
fight-or-flight responses, 
which can determine making 
healthy choices or not. Some 
choose to make unhealthy 
choices — such as smoking, 

binge eating, and alcohol con-
sumption — which can affect 
your overall health if the pat-
tern continues. Find healthy 
ways to deal with stress, such 
as physical activity, medita-
tion, reading, talking with 
others, and getting enough 
sleep. Those small chang-
es can make a difference to 
living a healthy lifestyle, both 
mentally and physically.

•	 Food choices. Eating the 
correct amounts of healthy 
foods is the most important 
thing you can do to lower your 
risk for diabetes. Incorporat-
ing the correct portion sizes 
of fruits, vegetables, whole 
grains, and lean proteins into 
your daily meal routine can 
lower your chances of type 
2 diabetes. Making these 
changes can help keep your 
weight manageable and dia-
betes at bay.

•	 Physical activity. Con-

sistent physical activity has 
been shown to lower the risk 
of type 2 diabetes. It can help 
with insulin resistance, be-
cause it can trigger the body 
to use its own insulin more 
effectively. You should aim 
for 30 minutes a day or 150 
minutes a week of moder-
ate-intensity activity.

•	 Smoking. Because of the 
thousands of harmful chemi-
cals found in cigarette smoke, 
it can decrease the way insu-
lin works in the body by dam-
aging the cells. If you smoke, 
you need to plan to quit, and 
there are several options out 
there, such as medications 
and online resources, that 
can help you. Talk to your 
doctor or health care provid-
er about the best choice for 
you.

Resources
•	 www.diabetes.org
•	 www.cdc.gov

Elaine Softley
Alabama Cooperative Extension System

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE
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Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Pastors (from Front)
lips said. “There, he served 
with his local church in their 
young adult ministry. We met 
at a conference in Kansas 
City and Matt eventually 
moved to Alabama to pursue 
marriage with me. I attended 
a church in Falkville called 
Fairview the Grace Place for 
nearly 30 years.” 
	 She said she was pastored 
by Dr. Milan Dekich, who 
shaped a huge part of who she 
is today.
	 “He was, and still is, one 
of the greatest pastors and 
leaders I know,” Phillips said. 
“His heart for missions, ser-
vanthood and discipleship 
shaped a huge part of who I 
am today.
	 "There I served in several 
ministries including youth, 
college, local, global missions 
and women’s ministry. I also 
still currently sit on the board 
of directors for Buenavistia 
Ministerios, which is part-
nered with Fairview. Milan 
recently retired from pastor-
ing that church and took on 

a role as a state pastor for the 
COG. When he retired, my 
family and I evaluated our 
next steps.”
	 (Reporter’s note: She 
shared with me that the first 
time she visited Desperation 
Church was when I invited 
her to worship night nearly a 
decade ago.)
	 “It’s interesting to see all 
this come full circle, almost 
10 years later,” Phillips said. 
“I met Pastor Andy in pass-
ing while attending worship 
night with you but was intro-
duced to him on a personal 
level when Pastor Andy had 
come to Fairview to do our 
revival.” 
	 She said the move to Cull-
man was very unexpected. 
	 “We joined DC in early 
2022 and it just felt like home 
to us,” said Phillips.
	 “It didn't take long for 
us to be welcomed into the 
community by staff and 
other members at the Cull-
man campus. We felt loved, 
seen and encouraged by the 

church. Naturally, we grav-
itated toward it. The heart-
beat to love God and love 
people was so strong, we 
wanted to be a part of it. We 
served consistently for two 
years as high-level volunteers 
and were eventually desig-
nated for the role of commu-
nity group coordinators. 
	 "We brought all of our 
children to be a part of First 
Saturday Serve projects; our 
oldest is heavily involved in 
the student ministry, and out 
of that is now serving in a role 
on the photography produc-
tion team.
	 "With being so involved 
in the community and the 
church, we just found our-
selves wanting to be closer. 
We moved to Cullman in May 
of 2023 and have been able to 
build so many relationships 
with our community.”
	 For more information 
about the Cullman campus of 
Desperation Church, or to get 
involved, visit  www.despera-
tionchurch.tv.
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
CCaayyllaa  GGrraaccee  MMuurrpphhyy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr    

CChheeyyeennnnee  SShhaarrpp  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr    

SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt

  MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm    --    PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt
BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  

RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Calling All Young Singers!
Cullman Community Young 
Singers (CCYS) is looking for 
YOU! All young singers (ages 8-15) 
are invited to join us on Tuesday 
afternoons from 3:30-4:45 at the 
Little House at Art Park, 1031 
Second St. SW in Cullman. No 
auditions, just come for a fun 
afternoon of learning music from 
pop to classical styles. We will 
rehearse and prepare to perform 
at a variety of events in and around 
the Cullman community. Bring 
your friends- we will have music 
and everything you need to get 
started! For more information, text 
or email Miss Cindy at 256-338-
4404, cindypass22@gmail.com. 
CCYS is sponsored by Cullman 
Parks, Recreation & Sports 
Tourism. 

Baileyton Bargain Days
First and third Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
old Baileyton fire station next to 
the town’s park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 will allow 
a shopper to fill up a bag, and for 
$40 a shopper can fill a large box. 
Some of the items of greater value 
will require a larger donation. 
There will be some restrictions and 
product limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. Proceeds will 
be used for park improvements and 
capital improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 7-8 
p.m. at the Carriage House, located 
next to Grace Episcopal Church, 
305 Arnold St. NE Cullman. 
Contact phone numbers: 256-347-
1097, 256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340

Church Services- Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 1650 
St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cullman
• Mondays-Fridays- Free hot 
meals for children Mondays 11 
a.m.-noon, Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. 
and Wednesdays-Fridays 11 a.m.-
noon. Cullman Housing Authority 
Community Center 1545 Vine 
Circle SW. Please call Kristie 256-
636-5362 for more information. 
Eat in or take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Raising Arrows 
Ministry and Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birthday 
Blessings serves children ages 1-18 
in need of assistance to celebrate 
their birthdays. Register your child 
and pick up a birthday box with cake 
mix, icing, sprinkles, decorations 
and toys! Pickup is the last 
weekend of the month. Saturday 
(5100 Curry Highway Suite 100-B 
Jasper, AL 35504) from 3-5 p.m. 
or the last Sunday of the month at 
Spirit Life Church Cullman from 
12:30-1 p.m.  Birth certificate is 

required at the time of box pickup. 
Register at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. For more 
information, text or call 205-717-
7478. 
• Friday, Jan. 19 - 7 p.m. Celebrate 
Recovery.  Fellowship & 
Testimonies. Hurts, habits and 
hang-ups are a part of everyone's 
life. Come and see how to overcome 
these and more! Bring a dish, 
dessert or drink for a potluck meal 
at 6:15. Childcare provided! 
• Saturday, Jan. 20 – 9- 11 a.m. 
Drive-through food bank
• Saturday, Jan. 20 - 9 a.m. CPR 
class for CARES team members
• Sunday, Jan. 21 - Prayer - Join 
Teresa at 9:15 a.m. in the prayer 
room to pray for our church, 
nation and those who need healing, 
salvation or deliverance.  
• Sunday, Jan. 21 - 9 a.m. Van runs 
in the 5 Points Area. Call Guy 
Sunter at 727-215-9092 for pickup. 
Breakfast at 9:30. Bible study 
classes for children, youth and 
adults at 10. Praise & worship and 
message by Pastor Bobby Dodd at 
11. Church meeting at 5 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 
Alabama Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handicap 
accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensibly) 
Meetings

Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at Cullman 
Housing Authority Community 
Center (1545 Vine Circle SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/pounds-
off approach to weight loss and 
management through weekly 
meetings providing information, 
accountability, support and 
encouragement where you make 
the changes that make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide 
fellowship for those affected by 
someone else’s addiction. We offer 
Help by sharing our experiences, 
strength and hope. We carry 
the message of hope by letting 
others know that they are not 
alone by practicing the 12 Steps 
of NAR-ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect Your 
Anonymity. Our program is not a 
religious one, but a spiritual way 
of life. Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family Life Center 
of St. John’s Church) Tuesday 
evenings at 6 p.m. Contact Jamie 
Weathersby Smith 256-708-7122 
or Don or Nancy McKenzie 256-
736-3327 or 256-736-3470 for 
more information. 

Cullman Serenity AlAnon 
Meetings 
The Cullman Serenity AlAnon 

group meets each Monday at noon 
at 1519 St. Joseph Dr. NE. There is 
also a zoom meeting each Tuesday 
at noon. The AlAnon family 
groups are a fellowship of friends 
and family whose lives have been 
affected by alcoholism. For more 
information, call 256-708-6645, 
850-323-0490 or 256-734-2231. 

Master's Hand Food Pantry at 
The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Cullman Education Retirees 
Association Meeting
Thursday, Jan. 18, at 11 a.m. at 
Stone Bridge Farms. Our speaker is 
Jill Jackson, president of Alabama 
Retirees Association. Afterward, 
there will be lunch and fellowship 
for those who choose to stay.  New 
members and all education retirees 
are invited.

Fairview High School 1963 
Luncheon/Meeting
Friday, Jan. 19, 2024, at 1 p.m. at 
the Golden Corral, 1720 Cherokee 
Ave. SW in Cullman. For more 
information, call Joyce Williams 
Rodgers at 256-339-3451.

2024 Polar Bear Plunge
Saturday, Jan. 20, at 10 a.m. at 

WildWater and the Cullman 
Wellness and Aquatic Center. 
Prizes include four WildWater 
season passes and one annual 
family CWAC membership. Event 
benefits Special Olympics. You 
MUST be present to win! The 
event is FREE to enter, and we will 
be accepting optional donations at 
the event for our partner, Special 
Olympics! Register NOW to take 
the plunge: http://tinyurl.com/
PolarBearPlunge2024

Pleasant View Singing
Sunday, Jan. 21, at 5 p.m. with Dry 
Creek. The church is located on 
U.S. Highway 278, approximately 2 
miles east of Holly Pond on the left. 
For more information call 256-
796-5986 or 256-338-9202.

19th Annual Empty Bowls of 
Cullman County Chili Dinner
Monday, Feb. 19, from 4-6:30 p.m. 
at First United Methodist Church. 
Featuring fun, fellowship, chili 
by Three Guys, grilled cheese 
sandwiches, handmade pottery 
bowls, silent auction and live 
Southern Gospel music. Special 
guest emcee Nate Williams from 
WXJC 101.1. Eat in, carry out or 
drive through. Tickets are $15 and 
are available at Cullman Caring for 
Kids and First United Methodist 
Church. Proceeds will benefit the 
Cullman Caring for Kids food bank. 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
27th Annual Farm Equip., Construction Eq. & Truck Auction

Thursday, Jan. 25th &
Friday, Jan. 26th 2024 • 8am
15594 Highway 431 N • Headland (Dothan), AL 36345

Day 1: Construction Equip., Heavy-duty Trucks,
Trailers, Trailers, Support Eq., Attachments

Day 2: Farm Tractors, All Types of Farm
Equipment, Row Crop Equipment, Field
Equipment, Attachments, Misc. Items

Deanco Auction     
Ph: 334-693-2540   sold@deancoauction.com

www.deancoauction.com
ONSITE AND ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE

Auctioneers: Donnie W Dean, AL Lic. 907, Wes Dean, AL Lic. 5219

Deanco Auction     
Ph: 334-693-2540   sold@deancoauction.com

www.deancoauction.com
ONSITE AND ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE

Auctioneers: Donnie W Dean, AL Lic. 907, Wes Dean, AL Lic. 5219

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
27th Annual Farm Equip., Construction Equip. & Truck Auction

Thursday, Jan. 25th &
Friday, Jan. 26th 2024 • 8am
15594 Highway 431 N • Headland (Dothan), AL 36345

Day 1: Construction Equip., Heavy-duty Trucks,
Trailers, Trailers, Support Eq., Attachments

Day 2: Farm Tractors, All Types of Farm Equipment,
Row Crop Equipment, Field Equipment,
Attachments, Misc. Items

Deanco Auction       www.deancoauction.com
ONSITE & ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE                                Auctioneers: Donnie W Dean, #907, Wes Dean AL# 2519

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
27th Annual Farm Eq., Construction Eq. & Truck Auction

Thursday, January 25th &
Friday, January 26th • 8am

15594 Hwy 431 N • Headland, AL 36345
Phone: 334-693-2540   sold@deancoauction.com

Day 1: All Types of Construction Equipment, Heavy-duty Trucks, Trailers,
Support Equipment, 1-Ton Trucks, Vehicles & Much More

Days 2: Farm Tractors, All Types of Farm Equipment, Row Crop
Equipment, Field Equipment, Farm Attachments, Misc. Items

Deanco Auction       www.deancoauction.com
ONSITE & ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE                     Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean Lic. #907, Wes Dean Al Lic. #5219

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
27th Annual Farm Eq., Construction Eq. & Truck Auction

Thursday, January 25th &
Friday, January 26th • 8am

15594 Hwy 431 N • Headland, AL 36345
Phone: 334-693-2540   sold@deancoauction.com

Day 1: All Types of Construction Equip., Heavy-duty Trucks, Trailers,
Support Equip., 1-Ton Trucks, Vehicles & Much More

Days 2: Farm Tractors, All Types of Farm Equipment, Row Crop
Equipment, Field Equipment, Farm Attachments, Misc. Items

Alabama Press Association
Attn: Parrish Wright
600 Vestavia Parkway Ste 291
Vestavia Hills, AL 35216
Phone: (205) 871-7737

Please run Alabama Discover Advertising Network for the week of January 14th-20th, 2024.

$1000.00

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

COMMUNITY CORNER

SERVICES
SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week!  Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide!  

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call: 833-449-1307. 

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! We edit, print 
and distribute your work 
internationally. We do the 
work… You reap the Re-
wards! Call for a FREE Au-
thor’s Submission Kit: 888-
283-4780. 

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica's Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 844-925-3534. 

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION:  A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage and mold growth in 
your home. Our trusted pro-
fessionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family 
and your home's value! Call 
24/7:  1-877-727-2344 Have 

zip code of service location 
ready when you call!    

YOU MAY QUALIFY for 
disability benefits if you have 
are between 52-63 years old 
and under a doctor’s care 
for a health condition that 
prevents you from working 
for a year or more. Call now! 
1-877-771-6882. 

EDUCATION 
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET). 

HEALTH/BEAUTY 
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS!  Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 
24/7 oxygen delivery.  Only 
2.8 pounds. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 844-322-9935. 
ATTENTION: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS!  A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 + 
FREE Shipping!  100% guar-
anteed.  CALL NOW:  866-
505-0828. 

FOR SALE 
DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE Starting at 
$59.99/month! Free Instal-
lation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV!  844-594-7108. 

NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916. 

UPDATE YOUR HOME 

with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades.  FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation.  Top 
quality - Made in the USA.  
Call for free consultation:  
844-809-9165.  Ask about 
our specials! 

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005. 

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES today with a 
Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 7-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516  today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move. 

SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICA’S #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-871-
6175. 

METAL ROOFS Complete-
ly Installed $4995 COM-
PLETELY INSTALLED 
SIDING/WINDOWS $1000 
OFF! We are opening a local 
branch and will be using 
these homes for advertising. 
SAVE HUNDREDS. FOR 
DETAILS 800-664-4856. 
TRIMASTER CONSTRUC-

TION. 

JACUZZI BATH REMOD-
EL can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
we're waiving all installa-
tion costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. Offer ends 
12/31/23 Call 1-877-205-
0836. 

REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
with the best looking and 
longest lasting material – 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer – up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163. 

AUTOMOTIVE 
SUPPORT THE BLIND!  
Donate a car to the American 
Council of the Blind.  FAST 
FREE PICKUP.  24-hour 
response.  Running or not. 
maximum tax deduction and 
no emission test required! 
Call 24/7:  844-601-1342. 

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all In-
surance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943. 

VEHICLE TITLE Prob-
lems?  We have a solution! 
Call Jason Steward Enter-
prises, We’re Alabama’s 
#1 Vehicle Title Problem 
Experts! Free telephone 
consultation. North AL 
1-256-850-0527, Central AL 
1-205-267-5735, South AL 
1-251-342-8538.

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
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Emmett Norman, age 15 months
KENZIE FOX

Jesus Romero, age 9; Aylin Romero, age 7; Emeli Romero, age 2
ANGELITA ROMERO

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – The 
Alabama men's basketball 
team improved to 4-0 in 
Southeastern Conference 
play behind Rylan Griff-
en's career-high 21 points, 
defeating Missouri 93-75 
Tuesday night at Coleman 
Coliseum. With the win, the 
Crimson Tide maintains at 
least a share for first place in 
conference play heading into 
Saturday's matchup at No. 
6/6 Tennessee.
	 With eight minutes left 
of regulation, Alabama led by 
four points, 59-55, and Griff-
en caught fire, cashing in on 
four straight three-pointers 
to give UA a 10-point lead. 
SThe Tide would extend its 
lead to as many as 20 points, 
before settling for an 18-
point win.
	 Alabama (12-5, 4-0 SEC) 
had five players finish with 
double-figures as Aaron Es-
trada matched Griffen with 
21 points, while Grant Nelson 
(13), Latrell Wrightsell Jr. 
(11) and Nick Pringle (10) 
each contributed offensive-
ly. Estrada and Nelson also 
collected a game-high eight 
rebounds each, with leading 
scorer Mark Sears adding 
nine points and six assists.
	 The Tigers (8-9, 0-4 SEC) 
had four players finish in 
double-figures, led by Tamar 
Bates with 19 points.

Head Coach Nate Oats 
Postgame Comments
	 "Missouri gave us ev-
erything we could handle. I 
thought the way they closed 
the first half was great on 
their part and it wasn't very 
good on our part. We had 
too many turnovers and we 
couldn't guard. We've had 
issues with our starts to 
games and I didn't think our 
start was great tonight. But I 

did think the one issue that 
we've had major problems 
with this year is how we play 
at the under 12 and under 
eight (media timeouts) of the 
second half.
	 "We were significantly 
better tonight. We've had 
issues, we've had leads in 
four of our five losses, leads 
of six points or more in the 
second half. So, I thought we 
did a good job of closing this 
thing.
	 "I also would like to say 
that, considering the bad 
weather out there tonight, 
our home crowd was unbe-
lievable. So, I want to thank 
the students publicly. I think 
we had almost 3,000 stu-
dents in here.
	 "We needed them and 
they got loud when we 
needed it. For a time when 
everybody could have had 
an excuse to stay in with the 
weather, they chose to come 
out and support us and that 
means a lot to us. It means 
a lot to our players and it 
means a lot to our program so 
I want to make sure I thank 
them."

TEAM STATS
•	 For the first time since 
1978, Alabama has started 
4-0 in SEC play in back-to-
back seasons, marking the 
third time (in five years) 
under head coach Nate Oats
•	 Alabama shot 53 percent 
(30-57) from the floor, 48 
percent (13-27) from range 
and 95 percent (20-21) from 
the line
•	 In comparison, Missouri 
shot 49 percent (26-53) from 
the field, 38 percent (8-21) 
from behind-the-arc and 
75 percent (15-20) from the 
stripe
•	 UA led in virtually all sta-
tistical categories including 
a 35-23 advantage on the 
glass and a 17-7 advantage in 
second chance points

•	 With Tuesday's victory, 
UA extends its win streak to 
five consecutive games head-
ing into Saturday's show-
down
•	 Alabama led for 35:40 
of the contest compared to 
Mizzou leading for just 2:40

FIRST HALF
•	 After Mizzou started the 
game hitting each of its first 
five field goals, Alabama's de-
fense held the Tigers score-
less for nearly five minutes
•	 After going on a pair of 
6-0 runs, extending its lead 
to the largest of the half (11 
points), the Tide was held 
without a field goal over the 
final 4:15 of the half, settling 
for a two-point lead (36-34) 
at the break
•	 Nick Pringle led the UA 
with 10 points at the half
•	 Aaron Estrada also had 
an active opening 20 min-
utes, finishing the half with 
seven points, six rebounds 
and four assists
•	 UA assisted on 9-of-13 
first-half field goals, led 7-2 
in second chance points and 
had a three-point lead on the 
boards (17-14)

SECOND HALF
•	 Alabama outrebounded 
Missouri 18-9 in the second 
half
•	 Griffen cashed in on 4-5 
threes over the game's final 
20 minutes 
•	 He went on to score 16 of 
his 21 points in the second 
half along with Aaron Estra-
da also scoring 14 of his 21 
points in the second half

UP NEXT
•	 Alabama returns to 
action Saturday, Jan. 20, 
taking on Tennessee inside 
the Food City Center in 
Knoxville, Tenn.
•	 The game is slated for 
tipoff at 1 p.m. CT and will air 
live on ESPN2

Steven Gonzalez
UA Athletics

Nate Oats picks up 200th career win behind 
Rylan Griffen’s career-high 21 points

Rylen Griffin posted a career-high 21 points in Alabama’s 93-75 win over Missouri Tuesday night.
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

WEST POINT, Ala. -- West 
Point freshman cheerleader 
Roxy Orshoski is enjoying 
her first season as a varsity 
cheerleader and has already 
learned a lot from her team-
mates and coaches.
	 "It's definitely a big 
change from middle school. 
It's way tougher to be a var-
sity cheerleader, but it is so 
worth it. It's been such an 
amazing experience, getting 
stronger and creating bonds 
with lovely people. It's a 
whole lot more competitive. 
I've learned that hard work 
pays off. We've all worked 
together as a team this year, 
and we've come so far. We 
have all developed skills to 
make us stronger athletes. 
We have accomplished things 
that we haven't done before, 
all because of the hard work 
and effort everyone has con-
tributed."
	 Roxy feels blessed to be 
around an amazing group of 
teammates and has learned 
so much from all of them. She 
also talked about how much 
having guys on the team has 
helped her become an even 
stronger cheerleader.
	 "It's been so fun and 
enjoyable being around 
these amazing people. I've 
watched, first-hand, as all of 
them have improved in so 
many different ways. They 
are all so kindhearted and 
thoughtful people. There's 
never a dull moment with 
any of them. I've learned so 
many different things from 
each person. For example, I 
feel I've picked up leadership 
skills and social skills from 
them. I've also learned re-
liability and accountability. 
They have all taught me so 

much."
	 She added, 
	 "I love having the guys 
on the team. They are all 
such bright people. It's been 
different, but in such a good 
way. They have been import-
ant assets to the team. All 
of them are so strong in so 
many different ways. They 
contribute to the success 
of our team. They are all so 
strong and have improved 
in everything. I've got to say 
that their jumps are so high, 
and that the co-ed stunts 
they throw up are so strong. 
I've learned to be stronger 
with them on the team.”
	 Roxy has already learned 
a lot of important things 
from head coach Kristy 
McCrickard. She has been 
cheering for six years now 
and has soaked up so much 
from that experience so far.
	 "She's outstanding, not 
only as a coach, but as a 
person. I think I speak for 
everyone on the team when 
I say that she has taught us 
all determination and kind-
ness. She's helped me to 
grow as an athlete and as a 
person in general. She's truly 
a role model and an amazing 
coach," she said. "I've learned 
what I'm passionate about 
and to become a better ath-
lete. It's truly been a blessing 
to be able to cheer for West 
Point all this time. I wouldn't 
trade it for anything else. I'm 
so very thankful for this ex-
perience."
	 Roxy has seen so much 
improvement in her perfor-
mance from the start of the 
season to now.
	 "I've improved so much 
in stunting, tumbling, and 
my jumps. At the begin-
ning of the season, I wasn't 
even thinking about having 
a back-tuck, but I've been 

working on them and almost 
have one.
	 "My jumps have not only 
improved in height, but 
they have also improved in 
sharpness. I've also worked 
with several stunt groups to 
achieve new skills. What I've 
improved on the most is my 
tumbling.
	 "My eighth-grade year, I 
couldn't even do a standing 
back handspring, but now, 
I have round off to multiple 
backhand springs, and I'm 
working on my tuck. I've 
gotten a lot of help from my 
teammates and my coaches 
along the way."
	 She talked about the 
team’s goals they set before 
the season and what they've 
already accomplished so far.
	 "Our goal was to make 
it to state, and we exceed-
ed that goal. We got a bid to 
Nationals. We will prepare 

better for Nationals next 
year. In conclusion, we not 
only achieved going to state, 
we placed first in the 5A divi-
sion at Super Regionals and 
got a bid to Nationals. It felt 
so amazing to achieve all of 
it. I was so proud of everyone, 
and as soon as we achieved 
all of our goals, that's when 
I knew that all of our hard 
work had paid off."
	 Roxy talked about a few 
of her role models in cheer-
leading, what has made this 
cheer team special to be 
around and the best advice 
that someone has ever given 
her.
	 "Emma Kimbril is ba-
sically my cheer big sister. 
She's inspired me in so many 
ways. She always makes sure 
I'm taken care of and always 
helps me with anything that 
she can help me with. She is 
a great cheerleader, and I've 

created a special bond with 
her this season. I also not 
only want to thank coach 
McCrickard, but also Ashley 
Wilbanks and Kristy Pat-
terson. They have helped us 
improve tremendously, and 
I am so thankful for that," 
she said. "What has made 
this cheer team special to be 
around is that they all have 
good qualities and amazing 
personalities. They're also 
easy to work with, and I feel 
like that's the most import-
ant attribute a team should 
have. The best advice that 
someone has ever given me 
is to do my best, even if I feel 
unnoticed."
	 Even though she is only a 
freshman this year, Roxy still 
feels like it's really import-
ant to be a role model for the 
younger cheerleaders, and 
she talked about what she 
has learned the most about 

herself and this team so far.
	 "It's so important to me 
that I am a role model to 
the younger cheerleaders, 
because I was them at one 
point, and I always looked up 
to the older cheerleaders and 
wanted to be like them. I be-
lieve it's important that, not 
just me, but everyone on our 
team sets a good example for 
the younger cheerleaders," 
she said. "I've learned that 
becoming a stronger cheer-
leader requires hard work 
and dedication. I've learned 
that being able to work with 
your team is really import-
ant, especially this team, and 
I've learned that this team 
has been very successful."
	 Roxy gave the younger 
girls that want to be in her 
shoes one day some advice.
	 "Work hard and never 
give up on yourself, your 
team, or your goals."

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

West Point’s Roxy Orshoski.
ROXY ORSHOSKI

PREP CHEER

‘Work hard and never give up on yourself, your team, or your 
goals’: West Point’s Roxy Orshoski enjoying freshman season

Alabama’s 93-75 win over Missouri Tuesday night was the 
200th win of head coach Nate Oats’ career.

UA ATHLETICS
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Local children enjoy snow day

Roper Layne Rice, age 5 months
CHANDA K O’NEIL

Miller Bircheat, age 12 weeks
MEGAN BIRCHEAT

Emmett Norman, age 15 months
KENZIE FOX

Ezra Jenkins
GERRITA CLEGHORN

Jesus Romero, age 9; Aylin Romero, age 7; Emeli Romero, age 2
ANGELITA ROMERO

Charleigh Burnett, age 7 months
MACKENZIE BRYSON BURNETT

Kayson Dye, age 7; Hylin Dye, age 2; Lancen Dye, age 3
ELIZABETH DYE

Lennon Claire White, age 2
HOLLI WHITE

Nate Oats picks up 200th career win behind 
Rylan Griffen’s career-high 21 points

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

herself and this team so far.
	 "It's so important to me 
that I am a role model to 
the younger cheerleaders, 
because I was them at one 
point, and I always looked up 
to the older cheerleaders and 
wanted to be like them. I be-
lieve it's important that, not 
just me, but everyone on our 
team sets a good example for 
the younger cheerleaders," 
she said. "I've learned that 
becoming a stronger cheer-
leader requires hard work 
and dedication. I've learned 
that being able to work with 
your team is really import-
ant, especially this team, and 
I've learned that this team 
has been very successful."
	 Roxy gave the younger 
girls that want to be in her 
shoes one day some advice.
	 "Work hard and never 
give up on yourself, your 
team, or your goals."

Alabama’s 93-75 win over Missouri Tuesday night was the 
200th win of head coach Nate Oats’ career.
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Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Link (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Tem-
peratures began to plummet 
on Monday, Jan. 15, and 
Cullman County quickly suc-
cumbed to the freezing point 
as roads, vehicles and lawns 
slowly became encased in ice. 
Many residents in Cullman 
County rely on electric heat, 
either through heating units 
that are controlled and heat 
their entire home, or space 
heaters designed to heat up 
quickly and maintain heat 
in a small area; both of those 
heat sources become obso-
lete in the event of a power 
outage. For some homeown-
ers with poorly insulated 
homes, a power outage and 
losing a heat source could be 
deadly. 
	 The Link of Cullman 
County, partnered with Vol-
untary Organizations Active 
in Disaster (VOAD), worked 
to find volunteers to staff its 
facility in order to operate 
as a warming station. Calls 
for volunteers were made as 
the forecasts and predictions 
from local meteorologists 
showed an increasingly high 
risk of frigid temperatures 
and winter precipitation. 
	 Opening to the public on 
Monday, Jan. 15, proved to 
be a difficult task, as roads 
had worsened and iced over 
to the point that many of The 
Link’s volunteers had no way 
to safely make it to the warm-
ing station. Cullman County 
EMA Director Tim Sartin 
eventually declared all roads 
in Cullman County impass-
able and said only necessary 
travel should be attempted, 
urging all residents to stay off 

the roads. When volunteer 
staff could not make it to the 
shelter in a safe way, the res-
idents who had been utilizing 
the shelter were loaded and 
transported by VOAD vol-
unteers to a nearby warming 
station, the Hanceville Civic 
Center.
	 The Link Executive Di-
rector Melissa Betts spoke of 
the reasons for the closure, 
stating, “We prepped volun-
teers to come and go every 
four to six hours; we were 
only expecting cold temps 
when we set our structure. 
Some of the other stations 
only had a couple of volun-
teers to stay all night, but 
we had a large response of 
helping hands. When the 
ice and snow started, we 
were informed by EMA that 
roads would get bad quickly. 
Our site didn't have meals 
planned or volunteers who 
could stay all night, into the 
next day, until things cleared 
up. So, we worked with VOAD 
organizers and set plan B in 
motion. Two of our staff live 
near the facility.
	 "They both went in and 
coordinated food distribu-
tion, supplies and connected 
one person who came to our 
warming station to another 
station. We transported them 
and ensured they were safe 
and warm.” 
	 Betts said she hopes that 
this experience will prepare 
the team for future times of 
need, expressing, “We are a 
part of VOAD. This event was 
a wonderful opportunity for 
us to all work together, find 
our strengths and lean into 
them. Also, to find our weak-
nesses and make a plan for 
our next event.”

Joe Hobby
Contributor

COLUMN: Tickets

I know some of you are 
going to think I’m out 
of my mind, and maybe 
I am. I bought tickets to 

see the Rolling Stones. Yes, 
the guys who are in their late 
70s and early 80s; the guys 
whose faces have more wrin-
kles than a cotton shirt left 
in the dryer; the guys whose 
tour is sponsored by AARP – 
I’m going to see those guys. 
When their new song came 
out, which is great by the 
way, I forwarded the video 
to a lifelong friend of mine 
who’s a big Stones fan. My 
message at the bottom of the 
email said four words: any-
time, anywhere, any price. I 
kept true to my word. They’re 
coming and we’re going. 
	 If you haven’t bought 
tickets for a concert lately, 
you are going to be in for 
a shock. Ticket prices for 
premium artists haven't 
just gone through the roof; 
they’ve gone beyond the 
stratosphere. In the case of 
the Stones, they know their 
fans who paid five bucks for 
tickets 50 years ago can now 
afford to pay a hundred times 
that much. Nostalgia ain’t 
cheap, folks. 
	 However, the way I look 
at it is, if they ever tour again, 
I probably won’t be able to 
climb the stadium stairs, and 
they probably won’t know 
where they are. This will be 
the fifth time for me to see 
them in concert, so I’m call-
ing it a “last in a lifetime op-
portunity.”
	 The first time I saw the 
Rolling Stones I was 12 years 
old. They were co-headlin-
ing with The Beach Boys at 
Legion Field in Birmingham. 
My mother dropped me and 
a friend off in the front of the 
stadium, then said she would 
be back to pick us up in few 
hours. Nowadays, if a parent 
did that, DHR would get in-
volved. Although the primary 
reason I went was to see The 
Beach Boys, I became an in-
stant Stones fan when I heard 
their high energy rock ‘n’ roll 
sound. I was also mesmerized 
watching the lead singer strut 
on stage like a rooster on am-
phetamines. Jagger, I believe 
his name was. 
	 We bought our tickets at 
the stadium for five bucks. 
The presale price was $4.50, 
and despite that huge 50-
cent price savings, my mom 
opted for convenience, so we 
paid the upcharge. That was 

then. Now, you have to have 
the Ticketmaster app on your 
phone. And be prepared. If 
you’re lucky enough to get a 
presale code, which may take 
dozens of tries, you pick your 
seats out, then hope you’ve 
put the in the correct credit 
card number. If all goes well, 
soon the tickets magically 
pop up on your iPhone. 
	 Personally, I hate that 
we are deprived of having an 
actual ticket. For so many 
of us who grew up in that 
era, keeping that stub was a 
reminder, a status symbol 
that we would admire on our 
mirror for months following 
the concert. I know a lot of 
people probably threw them 
away – I’ve heard stories of 
thousands of Woodstock 
tickets lying in the mud in 
upstate New York. 
	 That certainly won’t 
happen anymore – it’s all 
paperless. You pull up your 
ticket on your phone, they 
scan the barcode with a laser 
gun that looks like it belongs 
to Captain Kirk, and then, 
in you go – after you pass 
through security.
	 I don’t know about you, 
but every time they scan my 
ticket, I get a bit nervous. I 
admit I have still have a prob-
lem fully trusting the new 
ticket technology because 
once a week I check Ticket-
master to make sure my tick-
ets are still there. 
	 I don’t even recall if they 
were selling merchandise 
back then – oh, that’s the 
wrong term. Nowadays it’s 
just called “merch” – a highly 
profitable component of any 
concert. Case in point: a per-
fectly good $15 T-shirt will 
cost you at least $50. (And in 
20 years when my kids are 
cleaning out my closet, one of 
them will grab it and sell it for 
$500 online).There were no 
$14 beers for sale either – in 
fact, no alcohol was available 
at all. Most of the, um, “mood 
enhancers” were more organ-
ic, and brought in discreetly. 
	 Of course, in the early 
years, concerts didn’t have 
lasers, and smoke, and fire-
works, and giant stages, and 
huge inflatables and such. On 
that particular night, there 
were no frills – just incredi-
ble music that featured The 
Beach Boys, a group at the 
height of their formidable 
powers, and a band beginning 
a march to the throne of rock 
– The Rolling Stones. 
	 So, I told my wife: Merry 
Christmas, Happy Birthday, 
Happy Anniversary, Happy 

Hanukkah, Valentine’s, 
Easter and Groundhog Day. 
We’re going to see Mick and 
the boys in June. If the tickets 
are still on my phone. 
	
Joe Hobby is a barbe-
cue-loving comedian from 
Alabama who wrote for Jay 
Leno for many years. Find 
more of Joe’s stories on his 
blog: https://mylifeasahob-
by.blogspot.com. Follow 
him on Facebook at Joe 
Hobby Comedian-Writer.

Happy Pour Mobile Bartending & Event Services Co-owner 
Christine Chamblee prepares drinks at an event.
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NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
Default having been made of the terms of the loan documents secured by 
that certain mortgage executed by James Taylor Grahamgabrielle Renee 
Graham Husband And Wife  to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for CITIZENS BANK & 
TRUST, its successors and assigns dated February 21, 2017; said 
mortgage being recorded on February 21, 2017, in Book 1811, Page 177 
in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. Said 
Mortgage was last sold, assigned and transferred to NewRez LLC by 
assignment recorded in Deed Book 364, Page 28 in the Office of the 
Judge of Probate of Cullman County, ALABAMA. 
The undersigned, NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicingunder and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before 
the main entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, Alabama 
during the legal hours of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on the 8th day of 
February, 2024 the following property, situated in Cullman County, 
Alabama, to-wit: 
The North half of Unit 3 and Unit 1 of the Resubdivision of Lot Number 
1 in Block 32 of Musgrove's Addition to Cullman, Alabama, as recorded 
in Map Book 3, Page 69, Probate Records of said county and more 
particularly described as: Begin at the Northwest corner of Lot 1 in Block 
32 of Musgrove's Addition; thence North 87’04'33" East 208.5 feet; 
thence South 2’30' East 104.25 feet; thence South 87’04'33" West 208.5 
feet; thence North 2’30' West 104.25 feet to the true point of beginning. 
 
Said property is commonly known as 705 Cleveland Ave Sw, Cullman, 
AL 35055. 
Should a conflict arise between the property address and the legal 
description the legal description will control. 
Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and payable), the right 
of redemption of any taxing authority, all outstanding liens for public 
utilities which constitute liens upon the property, any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-way, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, covenants, the statutory 
right of redemption pursuant to Alabama law, and any matters of record 
including, but not limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out 
above. Said property will be sold on an "as-is" basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned.  The successful bidder must present certified funds in the 
amount of the winning bid at the time and place of sale. 
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in property the 
right to redeem the property under certain circumstances. Programs may 
also exist that help persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An 
attorney should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process. 
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan with the holder of the Mortgage. 
 
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE SERVICING 
as holder of said mortgage 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC 
Two North Twentieth 
2 20th Street North, Suite 1000 
Birmingham, AL 35203 

  January 3, 2024 

Page 2 

(205) 216-4238 
FT21@mccalla.com 
File No. 23-05523AL 
www.foreclosurehotline.net 
 
Cullman Tribune 
01/11/2024,01/18/2024,01/25/2024 
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256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

‘Don’t worry, Pour Happy’: 
Mobile bartending service 
on the move in Cullman

CULLMAN, Ala. — Mixolo-
gists Christine Chamblee and 
Broc Malcom are no strang-
ers to curating craft cocktails. 
As favorites behind local 
bars 412 Public House and 
Dreher’s, it seems continu-
ing tending bar and creating 
connections among guests is 
a no-brainer career choice for 
the two. Taking the operation 
on the road, however, takes a 
little more guts. Enter Happy 
Pour Mobile Bartending 
& Event Services, a mobile 
mixology business born from 
Chamblee and Malcom, offi-
cially on the move and likely 
headed to a wedding or cor-
porate event near you.
	 “We were both looking 
for something that could be 
more flexible and reach a 
wider audience in different 
locations throughout Ala-
bama while still getting to 
curate delicious cocktails,” 
said Chamblee when describ-
ing their business model, 
noting a combined 15 years 
of experience between them. 
And with Chamblee being 
locally known for her fruity 
and floral syrups and mixers 
made fresh and in-house, it 
seemed an easy enough deci-
sion to take the fruits of her 

labor on the road.
	 Chamblee mentioned the 
endeavor has not been with-
out challenges – running a 
legitimate business, especial-
ly one involving alcohol, does 
not come without red tape. 
While her reputation may 
precede her behind the bar 
as one of Cullman’s premier 
cocktail connoisseurs, Cham-
blee had a bit to learn about 
the mobile business before 
launch. 
	 “The predominant chal-
lenge we faced was simply 
learning about everything, 
and understanding how it all 
works – and what we needed 
to run a mobile bartending 
company as a legitimate busi-
ness,” she explained. 
	 Chamblee said one of the 
challenges she and Malcom 
like to take head-on is cus-
tomizing the client experi-
ence as much – or as little – as 
the guest prefers, affirming 
that with the years of experi-
ence between them, they are 
confident they can make any 
cocktail dream come true. 
	 “We provide a variety of 
packages and add-ons for 
our clients, allowing them to 
customize their experience 
as much as they would like,” 
she said. “As both of us are 
experienced mixologists, we 
have the ability to offer in-

novative cocktail creations 
for their event that will be 
sure to leave their guests im-
pressed!” She said if there’s 
no bar at the venue the client 
has selected, it’s no problem – 
Happy Pour is happy to pour 
one from its own compact, 
portable bar setup available 
for rent.
	 Chamblee was excited to 
share that she and Malcom 
are officially accepting book-
ings for 2024, and hope to 
be a go-to in Cullman for 
all events that may need a 
little buzz-worthy cocktail 
action. And, for those in the 
sober-curious movement or 
on their nth year of sobriety, 
Happy Pour is happy to offer 
customized mocktails to sat-
isfy beyond a Shirley Temple.
	 “We are growing our 
social media presence and 
just launched our website this 
past week, so check all of that 
out to learn more about what 
we do or to inquire about 
booking with us!” Chamblee 
encouraged. “We have plans 
to expand our rental selec-
tion soon to streamline the 
event planning process for 
our clients.”
	 To learn more about 
Happy Pour Mobile Bar-
tending & Event Services or 
to book, visit www.happy-
pourevents.com. 

Happy Pour Mobile Bartending & Event Services Co-owner 
Christine Chamblee prepares drinks at an event.
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    WE WILL MEET OR BEAT WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ANYONE'S PRICEANYONE'S PRICE  ON ON
COMPARABLE MANUFACTURERS AND SIZES!COMPARABLE MANUFACTURERS AND SIZES!

. . . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

START YOUR NEW YEAR OFF WITH GOOD
TREAD FOR THE COLDER DAYS AHEAD

START YOUR NEW YEAR OFF WITH GOOD
TREAD FOR THE COLDER DAYS AHEAD

25%
OFF

225-65-17
SETS OF 4

MEDIUM AND
LIKE NEW 10%

OFF
ALL TIRES

NEW AND
LIGHT TRUCK

EXCLUDED

© 2024 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying 
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

NEW YEAR...NEW RIDE...NEW YOU...NEW YEAR...NEW RIDE...NEW YOU...
WITH BILL'S DEALS.WITH BILL'S DEALS.

2022 GMC 2022 GMC 
DEALER OF DEALER OF 
THE YEARTHE YEAR

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIPALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP

WAS $48,855

NOW $41,855*

STK#217257t

2023 GMC 
ACADIA

FWD SLT

HEAD-UP DISPLAY | HD SURROUND 

VISION  | HEATED REAR OUTBOARD 

SEATS | HITCH GUIDANCE WITH 

HITCH VIEW | 20" MACHINED 

ALUMINUM WHEELS

$7,000 
OFF!

WAS $91,700

NOW $84,700*

STK#260380

NEW 2024 
GMC SIERRA 

3500HD
CREW CAB LONG BOX 

4-WHEEL DRIVE DENALI

6.6L DURAMAX V8 TURBO DIESEL | 
POWER SUNROOF | HEAD-UP DISPLAY 

| ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL

$7,000 
OFF!

 HUGE SAVINGS!

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!




