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Holly Pond’s Cora Hogeland 
earns state Farm-City award 
Winners honored during Farm-City Awards, including state's 2024 Farm of Distinction
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Cullman ranks No. 3 on USA Today 10Best 
list for Best Small Town Cultural Scene

CULLMAN, Ala. — The city 
of Cullman has been ranked 
No. 3 on USA Today’s 10Best 
list of Best Small Town Cul-
tural Scene for 2024. This is 
the first time Cullman has 
been recognized in a 10Best 
list by USA Today, marking 

the city’s emergence as a cul-
tural hub worth exploring.
 Mayor Woody Jacobs ex-
pressed his delight at this sig-
nificant achievement, stating, 
“Being ranked third by USA 
Today is a remarkable accom-
plishment for our city and 
a testament to the vibrant 
cultural scene that thrives 
within our community. Cull-

man has long been a hidden 
gem, and this recognition 
shines a spotlight on our rich 
heritage, diverse attractions 
and thriving cultural events.”
 Cullman’s cultural scene 
is as diverse as it is dynamic, 
with a flourishing commu-
nity, renowned festivals, 
and a deep appreciation for 
heritage and 

AUBURN, Ala. — Agritour-
ism was on display during the 
annual Farm-City Awards 
Program April 11 in Auburn. 
 Detailed activity reports, 
bright posters, well-worded 
essays and vibrant videos 
showcased hours of hard 
work and dedication by stu-
dents and Farm-City com-
mittees across the state. 
 Alabama Farm-City 
Committee Chair Jeff Helms 
said student contestants and 
county committees captured 
the idea of Farm-City in 2023. 
 “The goal of our theme 
last year was ‘Connecting 
Farms and Communities.’ 
This has been the mission of 
Farm-City Week since its in-
ception in 1955,” said Helms 
of the Alabama Farmers 

Federation. “The work done 
last year by students, teach-
ers and county volunteers 
strengthened bonds between 
farmers and the neighbors 
who buy their products and 
provide services needed to 
sustain Alabama’s agricul-
tural and forestry economies. 
We believe the seeds of un-

derstanding planted in 2023 
will continue to bear fruit for 
years to come.”
 Over 350 students, county 
committees and families 
came together to celebrate 
year-long achievements and 
creative exhibits showcasing 
the 2023 theme, “Agritour-
ism: Connecting 
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Cora Hogeland of Holly Pond Elementary School scored fourth place in the 2023 Alabama 
Farm-City Committee Poster Contest for Kindergarten through Third Grades. The 
theme was “Agritourism: Connecting Alabama Farms and Communities.” Hogeland 
received $60 from Alabama Farmers Cooperative (AFC) during the Farm-City Awards 
Program April 11 in Auburn. She is pictured with Alabama Farm-City Committee 
Chair Jeff Helms of the Alabama Farmers Federation and AFC’s Tiffany Lester.

ALABAMA FARMERS FEDERATION

Cora Hogeland’s winning poster
ALABAMA FARMERS FEDERATION
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Cullman Oktoberfest 2022 Senior Day was held 
at the Festhalle on Thursday, Sept. 29, with live 
music, dancing, bingo and lunch provided.

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

The Cullman County Animal Shelter and its animals 
depend on the love and generosity of volunteers.

‘We need the support 
of our community’
Cullman County Animal 
Shelter encourages volunteers

» PAGE 8

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 2024VOL. 151 • 50¢ PER COPY USPS 139-700 • NO. 46

SERVING CULLMAN – IN THE HEART OF DIXIE – SINCE 1874

The Cullman TribuneThe Cullman Tribune

Drake crowned 
Miss Alabama 

Strawberry Festival
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AUDREY HARBISON Mortgage Loans
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CALL AUDREY FOR ALL YOUR BANKING NEEDS.
Experienced. Trusted. Local.

Curt’s Closet opens 2nd 
warehouse for growing programs
CULLMAN, Ala. — Curt’s 
Closet, established by Ashley 
Wilson in 2018 to honor 
the memory of her son Curt 
Wilson, has grown by leaps 
and bounds in six years. From 
a small, repurposed church 
building on St. Joseph Street, 

the youth clothing ministry 
relocated into a much larger 
new facility at 1101 Third 
Ave. SE in 2021, a move that 
Wilson called “definitely a 
God thing.” That site featured 
room for the well-known 
Curt’s Closet boutique, a 
sorting room, laundry room, 
office and boardroom and a 
free-standing warehouse to 

allow the storage of extra in-
ventory onsite. 
 Along the way, the min-
istry grew to serve hundreds 
of families per year, and took 
charge of the 30 year-old 
Christmas Love program 
(previously administered by 
volunteers from Cullman 
Caring for Kids) to make not 
only school 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
High School’s Siddalee Drake 
was crowned Miss Alabama 
Strawberry Festival at the 
Alabama Strawberry Festival 
Pageant on Saturday, April 
13, at the Desperation Church 
Student Center across from 
Depot Park. The annual 
pageant is a showcase of the 
area’s sweetest beauties, in 

preparation for the statewide 
summertime staple, the Al-
abama Strawberry Festival, 
which will take place May 
3-4. 
 The pageant had two di-
visions, the younger of which 
highlighted potential pageant 
queens aged birth to kinder-
garten. The larger division 
was saved for grade school-
aged children and teens 
through grade 12. Seating 
was a hot commodity in the 

center’s auditorium, as the 
support of the community 
showed out and left little but 
standing room.
 New concierge medical 
practice, Hawkins Medical 
& Wellness, sponsored the 
event, with Jacy Hawkins 
acting as emcee.
 “Welcome to the Alabama 
Strawberry Festival Pageant,” 
she said. “We’ve come togeth-
er to celebrate the spirit of 
the Strawberry 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Cheyenne Sharp 
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com
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Cullman High School Senior Siddalee Drake was crowned Miss 
Alabama Strawberry Festival on Saturday, April 13, 2024.
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Curt’s Closet now features a second warehouse with 
new landscaping and an improved parking area.

GAUGE DAY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Attendees at the Cullman Family Expo enjoyed a beautiful 
Saturday packed full of local vendors, food 
trucks and various sightings of superheroes.

Cullman Family Expo 
a roaring success
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‘The support we have 
had is unmatched’

Goat Island celebrates 8 years in business

www.cullmansavingsbank.com
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NMLS #2253472 • 256-734-1740
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Experienced. Trusted. Local.

CATA students erect outdoor 
classroom at Sportsman Lake Park
CULLMAN, Ala. — A few 
Cullman Area Technology 
Academy (CATA) students 
have spent the last handful 
of weeks constructing a new 
outdoor classroom area near 
the Wildflower Garden at 
Sportsman Lake Park. 

	 The halfway-finished 
platform will be around a 16 
feet by 20 feet of seating area, 
with benches surrounding 
the space and a raised teach-
ing or speaking platform at 
the front of the space. 
	 Cullman County Master 
Gardeners reached out to 
Mike Burkett, CATA’s Build-
ing Construction instructor, 

about the students building 
the addition in the meadow 
of the Wildflower Garden, 
allowing a space for groups 
to congregate on warm spring 
and summer days. 
	 “It’s a 16- by 20-foot plat-
form, with a teaching plat-
form on the far end. It will 
have benches all around, and 
there will be a 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Goat 
Island Brewing celebrated its 
eighth anniversary on Satur-
day, complete with live bands, 
food trucks and lots of fun for 
the community. 
	 One of the four founders 
of Goat Island, Brad Glenn, 
said, “We started very small, 
but since then our barrel 
space has increased – one 
of your large 90-barrel fer-
menters is equivalent to the 
three we originally started 
with. Blood Orange (Berliner 
Weisse) is a huge seller, and 
they love that all of our beers 
are quality beers. People who 
come out of state or who are 
regulars will come and try 
new beers, and they will like 
everything we have.” 
	 Goat Island hosted two 

bands Saturday: 347 and 
Rally Stripe Band. It also fea-
tured two food trucks: The 
Butcher's Chuck Wagon and 
JJ’s West Coast Tacos.
	 Glenn said the brewery 
has had wonderful commu-
nity support since the very 
beginning. 
	 “The Cullman commu-
nity might be small, but it 
is made up of a lot of high 
quality people whose support 
means everything,” Glenn 
said. 
	 “Our product is now in 
the entire state of Alabama, 
24 counties of Tennessee, all 
of Georgia and the panhandle 
of Florida.
	 "We even grew through 
the COVID years while many 
small brewers in Alabama did 
not. The support we have had 
is unmatched and we want to 
continue thriving in the com-

munity and seeing our prod-
uct grow.” 
	 Glenn said the brewery 
will be opening another lo-
cation at Cotton Creek in 
downtown Cullman, with an 
expected opening date some-
time in November. 
	 “The new place in the 
Cotton Creek warehouse is 
similar in size to our current 
taproom,” he shared.  “We 
will have an indoor stage for 
acoustic music, an outdoor 
stage and outdoor courtyard 
for the many quality bands 
that we are fortunate to have 
play at Goat Island. We will 
also have local bands and 
those from all around north 
Alabama. The new space will 
allow us to have more private 
events as well.”
	 For more on Goat Island 
Brewing, visit www.facebook.
com/goatislandbrewing. 

Cheyenne Sharp 
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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Goat Island Brewing celebrated its eighth anniversary on Saturday, April 13, 2024.
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Cullman County Commission Chairman Jeff Clemons and West 
Point High School and CATA students Ollie Howell, Nick Lee 
and Jesus Rodriguez stand by the future outdoor classroom 
structure at Sportsman Lake Park in the Wildflower Garden.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Good Hope’s Ivey Maddox

Good Hope’s Maddox named 
4A Player of the Year, earns 
Super All-State honors

» PAGE 2
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CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported April 17

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported April 16, 2024. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS 

April 11
•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree; Wal-Mart; 
general merchandise; $110; 
Olive St. SW

April 15
•	 domestic violence – crim-
inal mischief-3rd degree; 
person; damaged property; 
$400; Warnke Rd. NW
•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree; Wal-Mart; 
general merchandise; $169; 
Olive St. SW
•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree; criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree; Wal-Mart; 
general merchandise; $19; 
Hwy. 157

April 16
•	 Unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; person; 
phone; $343; Patriot Dr. SW

ARRESTS
April 15-16
Tanner, Rebecca L.; 55
•	 FTA - possession of drug 
paraphernalia (2 counts)
•	 FTA - driving without a 
license (2 counts)
•	 FTA - fail to register vehi-
cle
•	 FTA - insurance violation 
(2 counts)
•	 FTA - fail to signal

Davis, Ronnie S.; 52
•	 FTA - driving while re-

voked

Maus, Marie E.; 30
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree
•	 FTA - criminal trespass

Craig, Colton B.; 19
•	 DUI

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider “Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

This ad is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $3,686,987 

with 100 percent funding by ACL/HHS.  The contents are those of the author(s) and do not neces-
sarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

SUMMERTIME!
EARN
Your local community college 
offers classes in the summer 
that transfer.

 STOP BY OR VISIT:

www.alabama.edu

in the

CULLMAN, Ala. — This 
week’s Cullman Tribune Pet 
of the Week is Fancy. This 
sweet girl is approximately 
2 years old with a rich, red, 
short coat. Fancy’s life hasn’t 
always been easy; a small 
hitch in her giddy-up keeps 
her a little slower than other 
pups, but her circumstances 
and personality have made 
her into a compassionate, 
loving doggo.  
	 Her large golden-brown 
eyes will always see the best 
in a situation, whether that 
is a long snuggle on the couch 
on a rainy day, or her playful 
hound-howl she lets loose 
when she is having a great 
time with her puppy pals. 
Fancy is the perfect furry 
friend, always encouraging 
those around her to keep 
going and have fun while 
doing so. 
	 Are you ready to meet 
Fancy? Head over to Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 935 
Convent Road NE, Monday 
through Friday, from 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. for a meet and greet.  
Her adoption fee of $130 in-
cludes spay, DHLPP vaccine, 

Bordetella vaccines, rabies 
vaccine, wormer, general 
exam at the vet and micro-

chip.
	 Contact the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 

256-734-5448 or cullman-
animalshelter@co.cullman.
al.us.

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Maddox (from Front)

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — The 
Alabama Sports Writers As-
sociation hosted its annual 
Basketball Awards Ceremony 

Tuesday and Good Hope’s 
Ivey Maddox was named the 
4A Girls’ Player of the Year to 
cap a tremendous high school 
career. Maddox is the first 
Good Hope player to win the 
award, beating out Deshler’s 

Reece Davis and Prattville 
Christian’s Kayden Carr. She 
also earned a spot on this year’s 
Super All-State Team, which 
recognizes the top five play-
ers in the state regardless of 
classification. Maddox finishes 

her prep career with three con-
secutive First Team All-State 
honors, as Cullman County’s 
all-time leading girls’ scorer 
and helped lead the Lady 
Raiders to their first ever state 
championship this season.

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Fancy (from Front)

ramp here to allow everyone 
to access it,” said Burkett. 
“This is still a work in prog-
ress, but they will be able to 
use this for lots of different 
things here like classes for 
the garden.”
	 The students have spent 
hours on most weekends 
and after school, meeting on 
Saturday mornings and after 
extra-curricular activities to 
make headway on the project, 
aiming for completion before 
summertime to provide max-
imum recreational time for 
community use. 
	 “These three (West Point 
High School and CATA stu-
dents Ollie Howell, Nick Lee 
and Jesus Rodriguez) have 
primarily done most of the 
work,” said Burkett. “We 
designed it for them and the 
boys came in on various Sat-
urdays and to get the framing 
done; the bench supports 
were made in the shop and 
brought here to be installed.” 
	 Practicing their skills is 
part of the career tech orga-
nization the students belong 
to; the boys are headed to the 
SkillsUSA competition this 
weekend, when the project 
will reflect on the community 
service portion of the scoring 
model. 
	 Speaking about the expe-
rience and memories the stu-
dents will gain from this ven-
ture, Burkett smiled, “This 
gives them some real-world 
experience with construction 
on a job site. Then, maybe 
one day, 20 years from now, 
they’ll come down with their 
kids and say, ‘I built that.’”

CATA (from 
Front)

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 
REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Public Notice: Mt. Zion Ceme-
ter
Please remove all ground flow-
ers/decorations from graves at 
Mt. Zion Cemetery at Vinemont 
(Highway 31) for spring cleaning 
and mowing.

Public Notice: Good Hope 
Public Cemetery Decoration 
Weekend Cleanup Announce-
ment for 2024
Good Hope Public Cemetery 
will hold its annual Decoration 
Weekend on Saturday, May 4, 
and Sunday, May 5. Please have 
all worn flowers and decorations 
removed from the cemetery by 
Sunday, April 28. Any flowers 
and decorations remaining after 
April 28 will be subject to removal 
by cemetery maintenance with 
respect to condition. We ask that 
all new flowers and decorations be 
kept as close to the monuments as 
possible to aid in mowing. Dona-
tions to the cemetery can be sent 
to Good Hope Public Cemetery, 
P.O. Box 355, Cullman, AL 35056, 
are tax deductible and help us pay 
for cemetery upkeep. Thanks.

Calling All Young Singers!
Cullman Community Young Sing-
ers (CCYS) is looking for YOU! All 
young singers (ages 8-15) are in-
vited to join us on Tuesday after-
noons from 3:30-4:45 at the Little 
House at Art Park, 1031 Second 
St. SW in Cullman. No auditions, 
just come for a fun afternoon of 
learning music from pop to clas-
sical styles. We will rehearse and 
prepare to perform at a variety of 

events in and around the Cullman 
community. Bring your friends- 
we will have music and every-
thing you need to get started! For 
more information, text or email 
Miss Cindy at 256-338-4404, 
cindypass22@gmail.com. CCYS 
is sponsored by Cullman Parks, 
Recreation & Sports Tourism. 

Baileyton Bargain Days
First and third Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
old Baileyton fire station next 
to the town’s park. Beauty and 
health products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food and many 
everyday items. A donation of $20 
will allow a shopper to fill up a 
bag, and for $40 a shopper can fill 
a large box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some 
restrictions and product limits 
on the items. Cash and checks ac-
cepted. Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 1650 

St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cullman
• Mondays-Fridays- Free hot 
meals for children Mondays 11 
a.m.-noon, Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. 
and Wednesdays-Fridays 11 a.m.-
noon. Cullman Housing Authori-
ty Community Center 1545 Vine 
Circle SW. Please call Kristie 256-
636-5362 for more information. 
Eat in or take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Raising Arrows 
Ministry and Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birthday 
Blessings serves children ages 
1-18 in need of assistance to cel-
ebrate their birthdays. Register 
your child and pick up a birth-
day box with cake mix, icing, 
sprinkles, decorations and toys! 
Pickup is the last weekend of the 
month. Saturday (5100 Curry 
Highway Suite 100-B Jasper, AL 
35504) from 3-5 p.m. or the last 
Sunday of the month at Spirit Life 
Church Cullman from 12:30-1 
p.m.  Birth certificate is required 
at the time of box pickup. Reg-
ister at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. For 
more information, text or call 
205-717-7478. 
• Friday, April 19 - Celebrate Re-
covery. Fellowship and testimo-
nies. Hurts, habits and hang-ups 
are a part of everyone's life. Come 
and see how to overcome these 
and more! Bring a dish, dessert 
or drink for a potluck meal at 5:45 
p.m. Meeting starts at 6:30. Child-
care provided. 
• Saturday, April 20 - Drive-
through food bank 9-11 a.m.
• Sunday, April 21 - Prayer - Join 
Teresa at 9:15 a.m. in the prayer 

room to pray for our church, 
nation and those who need heal-
ing, salvation or deliverance.  
• Sunday, April 21 - 9 a.m. Van 
runs in the 5 Points Area. Call 
Cedric Davidson at 256-339-5755 
for pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. 
Bible study classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10. Praise and 
worship and message by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd at 11. 

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 
Alabama Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handicap acces-
sible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at Cullman 
Housing Authority Community 
Center (1545 Vine Circle SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/pounds-
off approach to weight loss and 
management through weekly 
meetings providing information, 
accountability, support and en-
couragement where you make the 
changes that make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by someone 
else’s addiction. We offer Help by 
sharing our experiences, strength 
and hope. We carry the message of 
hope by letting others know that 
they are not alone by practicing 

the 12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. We 
Respect Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious one, but 
a spiritual way of life. Meetings 
will be held at The Ruehl Building 
(Family Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings at 6 
p.m. Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don or 
Nancy McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more infor-
mation. 

Cullman AlAnon Meetings 
The AlAnon family groups are a 
fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected 
by alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity AlAnon group meets 
each Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also a 
Zoom meeting each Tuesday at 
noon. The Courage to Change 
AlAnon family group meets on 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 305 Arnold 
St. NE in the Carriage House, lo-
cated between the church and the 
Arnold House on the corner. For 
more information call 256-734-
2231 or 256-531-4429.

Master's Hand Food Pantry at 
The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Fairview High School 1963 Lun-
cheon/Meeting

The class will meet at 1 p.m. on 
Friday, April 19, at the Golden 
Corral, 1720 Cherokee Ave. SW 
in Cullman. The meeting will be 
held in a reserved room. For more 
information call Joyce Williams 
Rodgers at 256-339-3451.

Cullman Police Department 
Community Cookout 
Saturday, April 20, from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the Cullman Housing Au-
thority behind the maintenance 
building. Attendees can enjoy free 
hot dogs, chips and drinks. The 
Cullman Housing Authority is 
located at 408 Cleveland Ave. SW.

40th Annual Bloomin’ Festival
Saturday and Sunday, April 20-21, 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. each day on 
the grounds of St. Bernard Pre-
paratory School. There will be 
around 185 vendors this year. Ad-
mission is a $10 donation. Special 
reduced admission rates will also 
be offered to festival attendees all 
weekend to visit the Ave Maria 
Grotto.

Pleasant View Missionary Bap-
tist Church Singing
We will have our regular third 
Sunday night singing on April 21, 
at 5 with Bloodline. The church 
is located on U.S. Highway 278, 
approximately 2 miles east of 
Holly Pond on the left. Everyone 
is invited.  For more information 
call 256-796-5986.

Alabama Strawberry Festival
Friday and Saturday, May 3-4, at 
Depot Park and the Festhalle. 

COMMUNITY CORNER

SERVICES
SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week! Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide!

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available. 
Call: 833-449-1307.

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! We edit, print 
and distribute your work 
internationally. We do the 
work… You reap the Re-
wards! Call for a FREE Au-
thor’s Submission Kit: 888-
283-4780.

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica's Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 844-925-3534.

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage and mold growth 
in your home. Our trusted 
professionals dry out the 
wet area and do repairs to 
protect your family and 
your home's value! If you 
have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, Call 
24/7: 1-877-727-2344 Have 
zip code of service location 

ready when you call!

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 
24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 
2.8 pounds. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 844-322-9935.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - $99 + FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 866-505-0828.

FOR SALE
DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE Starting at 
$59.99/month! Free Instal-
lation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV! 844-594-7108.

NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 
844-809-9165. Ask about 
our specials!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 

LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005.

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES today with a 
Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 7-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICA’S #1 WALK-IN 
TUB. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-871-
6175.

WESLEY FINANCIAL 
GROUP, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. Call 866-605-
5915.

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 866-
816-1208.

JACUZZI BATH REMOD-
EL can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 

we're waiving all installa-
tion costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. Offer ends 
12/31/23 Call 1-877-205-
0836.

REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
with the best looking and 
longest lasting material – 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer – up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163.

AUTOMOTIVE
SUPPORT THE BLIND! 
Donate a car to the American 
Council of the Blind. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24-hour 
response. Running or not. 
maximum tax deduction and 
no emission test required! 
Call 24/7: 844-601-1342.

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all In-
surance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943.

WANTED 10 HOMES in 
your county needing Metal 
Roofs, Siding or Windows. 
March ONLY METAL ROOF 
$4,395 COMPLETELY IN-
STALLED. Payments $89/
mo* SAVE$$$ Call 800-664-
4856 *for details.

VEHICLE TITLE Prob-
lems? We have a solution! 
Call Jason Steward Enter-
prises, We’re Alabama’s 
#1 Vehicle Title Problem 
Experts! Free telephone 
consultation. North AL 
1-256-850-0527, Central AL 
1-205-267-5735, South AL 
1-251-342-8538.

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

Country Living, Incorporated 
  One of Alabama’s oldest and licensed 
assisted living and most reasonable priced 
has a private room available with 
assistance with daily living. We are located 
in Vinemont. Visitors are welcome any 
time. Call 256-735-6139 or 256-338-9214. 
 

 

  A private individual seeks for a caregiver, 
detail-oriented House Manager to assist a 
Senior Female. Schedule is 4 days a week 
and 5 hours per day. Salary is $35/hr. Send 
email to Mark (sdedgmart@gmail.com) 
for more details. 

Maddox (from Front)

Fancy (from Front)
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FAIRVIEW, Ala. — West 
Point and Fairview clashed in 
this year’s Cullman County 
Tournament Championship 
Game at Mark Moore Field 
Tuesday night and for the 
sixth consecutive season, the 
Warriors are county champs. 
J.D. Cochran tossed a com-
plete game on the mound, al-
lowing just one earned run on 
six hits and striking out three 
batters in a 9-3 win over the 
Aggies. Cochran added three 
hits and an RBI at the plate 
as well, earning Tournament 
MVP honors with his per-
formance. West Point Head 
Coach Drew Bryson has seen 
Cochran develop into a reli-
able player over the course of 
his varsity career and wasn’t 
surprised to see him step up 
in a big moment Tuesday 
night.
	 “That’s typical J.D. Co-
chran right there. He’s been 
like that for us more times 
than not and he’s not perfect 
and may not be that great all 
the time but more times than 
not he’s a dude that’s going to 
throw strikes and fill up the 
zone and give you a chance,” 
Bryson said. “In his career 
now I think he’s undefeated 
against Fairview so that’s a 
great way for him to go out as 
a senior that’s been playing 
for us for four years. To go 
out there and do that on the 
mound in your last outing in 
the maroon and white was 
good to see.”
	 Cade Welborn scored on 
an error to give the Warriors 
a 1-0 lead in the bottom of the 
first inning and they added 
to their lead in the second. 
Gus McKenney and Hunter 

Graves drew walks to get 
on base and after Deacon 
Stutchman laid down a bunt, 
an error allowed McKenney 
to score and stretch the lead 
to 2-0.
	 After stealing third base, 
Graves scored on a Fairview 
balk to make it a 3-0 game 
and Cochran drove in an-
other run with an RBI single 
later in the inning.
	 Boston Freeman scored 
on a passed ball two pitch-
es later to give West Point 
a 5-0 lead and Jay Lamar 
sent an RBI single into right 
field to make it 6-0. Brayden 
Eaton scored on an error 
a few pitches later and the 
Warriors went into the third 
leading Fairview 7-0.
	 The Aggies strung togeth-

er hits from Connor Scott, 
Isaac Elrod and Barrett York 
to cut the lead to 7-1 in the top 
of the third, but West Point 
responded in the bottom half 
of the fourth.
	 Singles from Cochran 
and Lamar gave the Warriors 
a pair of runners and Eaton 
crossed the plate on a passed 
ball a few pitches later to 
make it an 8-1 game. McKen-
ney drove an RBI double into 
right-center field to put West 
Point in front 9-1 going into 
the fifth.
	 After a scoreless fifth 
and sixth inning, the Aggies 
got a pair of runs on the 
board in the top of the sev-
enth when Kolt Redding 
scored on a passed ball and 
Ben Bryan scored on a Scott 

RBI groundout but Cochran 
struck out the next batter to 
cap a 9-3, championship win 
for the Warriors.
	 Lamar posted two hits 
and an RBI in the win and 
McKenney (one RBI) and 
Cade Welborn added hits as 
well. York (one RBI), Scott 
(one RBI), Elrod, Bryceson 
Turner, Gannon Black and 
Camden Cullen each record-
ed hits for Fairview.
	 Defending the county 
title is something that means 
a lot to Bryson and his team 
so he was proud to see them 
finish the season strong 
with another addition to the 
trophy case.
	 “It’s something we defi-
nitely don’t take for granted, 
especially this year. It’s been 

one of those years where we 
were super young and had a 
lot of inexperience, but we 
still had some guys like J.D. 
(Cochran) and Gus (McKen-
ney) that have been starting 
for us for three of four years 
now,” Bryson said. “We got 
off to a great start this season 
and then we hit a two or three 
week lull where we played 
very inconsistent and you 
also throw in that you’re in a 
rough area with Russellville 
and Lawrence County which 
are both quality teams. We 
couldn’t get our business 
done there but its good to 
come out here and play well 
to finish the year off.”

Cullman County Base-
ball Coaches Association 

Scholarship Winner
•	 Jake Cornelius, Hancev-
ille

2024 All-County Tourna-
ment Team
•	 J.D. Cochran, West Point 
(MVP)
•	 Boston Freeman, West 
Point
•	 Jay Lamar, West Point
•	 Barrett York, Fairview
•	 Gannon Black, Fairview
•	 Caden Drake, Good Hope
•	 Carter Rutherford, Good 
Hope
•	 Josh Winfrey, Cold 
Springs
•	 Cole Bales, Cold Springs
•	 Nelson Arteaga, Hancev-
ille
•	 Kollin Brown, Holly Pond
•	 Will Hathaway, Vinemont

NIck Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

COUNTY BASEBALL TOURNAMENT

6 IN A ROW: West Point downs Fairview 9-3 
to claim 6th consecutive county championship

The West Point Warriors defeated Fairview 9-3 Tuesday night to win their sixth consecutive county championship.
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

FAIRVIEW, Ala. – This 
year’s Cullman County Base-
ball Tournament is underway 
at Fairview High School’s 
Mark Moore Field and 
three teams secured spots 
in the semifinals Monday 
night. Cold Springs edged 
Vinemont in extra innings 
11-9, Good Hope handled 
Hanceville 12-2 and Fairview 
advanced with a 12-2 win 
over Holly Pond.

Cold Springs 11 - Vinemont 
9 (Eight Innings)
After a scoreless first inning, 
Cold Springs got on the 
scoreboard first in the top of 
the second. A pair of singles 
put runners on the corners 
with two outs, then after a 
stolen base, Boston Archer 
lined a two-run single to 
center field to give them a 
2-0 lead. Archer later scored 
on an error to make it 3-0, 
but Vinemont countered in 
their half. The first two bat-
ters reached bases via a hit 
by pitch, then with two outs, 
Jaxon Holcomb and Owen 
McKinney each scored on an 
error to cut it to 3-2.
	 The score remained the 
same until the fifth inning. 
Vinemont loaded the bases 
to lead off the fifth, and RBI 
singles by Rush Sandlin and 
McKinney gave them a 4-3 
lead. Jordan Eller scored 
on an error to make it 5-3. 
Vinemont pushed their lead 
to 6-3 in the sixth on an RBI 
groundout by Eller, but Cold 
Springs reclaimed the lead in 
the top of the seventh. They 
loaded the bases with no 
outs, and Josh Winfrey hit a 
2-2 pitch over the center field 
fence for a grand slam to give 
them a 7-6 lead. Later that 
inning, Ethan Nabors added 
an RBI single with two outs 
to make it 8-6. 
	 Vinemont answered right 
back in their half. Rylan 
McRae hit a leadoff single 
and later stole second and 

third with two outs. Kayden 
Henderson hit an RBI single 
to trim it to just a one-run 
game. Later that inning, Hen-
derson stole home to tie the 
game up at eight and ended 
up sending the game into 
extra innings. Cold Springs 
jumped out to a quick lead 
in the eighth inning. They 
quickly loaded the bases with 
nobody out, then Cole Bales 
scored on a fielder's choice 
to give them a 9-8 lead. Matt 
Williams added a two-run 
double to stretch their lead 
to 11-8. Holcomb scored on a 
passed ball to cut it to 11-9 in 
the bottom of the eighth, but 
Bales got the final out on a 
groundout, and Cold Springs 
advanced to the second 
round with an 11-9 win over 
Vinemont.
	 Winfrey led the way for 
Cold Springs (10-14) with a 
pair of hits and four RBIs. 
Williams (three hits) and 
Archer (one hit) each added 
a pair of RBIs, while Nabors 
(two hits) and Lindan Hill 
(one hit) each collected an 
RBI in the win. For Vinemont 
(17-6), Henderson and San-
dlin each finished with a pair 
of hits and an RBI. McKinney 
and McRae each added a hit 
and an RBI, while Eller drove 
in a run of his own in the loss.

Good Hope 12 - Hanceville 
2 (Five Innings)
Hanceville struck first in the 
bottom of the first inning. 
Jake Cornelius hit a leadoff 
single and came around to 
score on an error to give the 
Bulldogs the early lead. Good 
Hope's offense exploded in 
the top of the second, as they 
ended up sending 15 batters 
to the plate.  RBI singles by 
Owen Armstrong and Carter 
Naramore, a bases-loaded 
walk, an error, a two-run 
single by Caden Drake, an 
RBI double by Dakota Over-
ton, and an RBI single off the 
bat of Armstrong gave them a 
9-1 lead.
	 The Raiders added to 
their lead in the fourth. Black 

drove in a run on a ground 
ball, Colbi Kilpatrick added 
an RBI single and later scored 
on a wild pitch to increase 
their lead to 12-1. Hanceville 
put up a run in the bottom of 
the fifth on a solo home run 
by Nelson Arteaga, but Drake 
induced a popout on the first 
pitch to end the game, as 
Good Hope punched a ticket 
to the semifinals with a 12-2 
win over the Bulldogs.
	 Drake and Armstrong 
each finished with a pair of 
hits and two RBIs for Good 
Hope (12-11). Rutherford, 
Kilpatrick, Overton, and 
Naramore each posted a 
hit and an RBI, while Black 
collected an RBI in the win. 
Drake gave up just two hits 
and one earned run, walked 
two, and struck out six in 
his five innings of work. For 
Hanceville (14-8), Arteaga 
finished with the solo home 
run, while Cornelius added 
a hit and scored a run in the 
loss.

Fairview 12 - Holly Pond 2 
(Five innings)
Holly Pond took the early 1-0 
lead in its opening at-bats 
on an RBI single off the bat 
of Kollin Brown. Fairview 
answered right back in their 
half. Nicolas Gregory hit a 
leadoff single and scored 
on an RBI single by Isaac 
Elrod to tie the game up at 
one. Barett York followed 
that up with an RBI double, 
and Gannon Black added an 
RBI single later that inning 
to give the Aggies a 3-1 lead. 
Fairview made it 6-1 in the 
bottom of the second on RBI 
singles from Conner Scott 
and Elrod and a fielder's 
choice by Bryceson Turner.
	 The Broncos trimmed 
it to four at 6-2 in the top of 
the third on an RBI single by 
Brown, but Fairview coun-
tered in their half. They 
loaded the bases to start out 
the inning, then a hit by pitch, 
a walk, and a groundout 
pushed their lead to 9-2. The 
Aggies quickly ended things 

in the fifth. After loading the 
bases, a bases-loaded walk 
brought home a run. Black 
hit a two-run double to give 
the Aggies the 12-2 win over 
the Broncos, as they clinch a 
spot in the semifinals.
	 Elrod finished with three 
hits and three RBIs for Fair-
view (20-10-1). Black added 
a pair of hits and three RBIs. 
Scott (two hits) and Turner 
both ended up with a pair of 
RBIs, while Gregory and York 
each posted a hit and an RBI 
in the win. The trio of Greg-
ory, Ben Bryan, and Tanner 
Isbell combined to give up 
just four hits and two earned 
runs, walked two, and struck 
out seven. For Holly Pond (6-
18), Brown led the way with 
a pair of hits and two RBIs, 
while Sawyer Olinger and 
Peyton Queen each posted a 
hit in the loss.

COUNTY BASEBALL TOURNAMENT

Eagles, Raiders, Aggies advance on day 1

Cold Springs edged Vinemont 11-9 in extra innings Monday 
to advance to the county tournament semifinals.

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Alabama Tourism Department 

Join Us 

Every Saturday

 In April at 10 AM For 

Our Historic Walking Tours.

 This Year Featuring Stops at

Sacred Heart Church & 

St. John's Church

Who Are Celebrating Their 

150TH ANNIVERSARIES

CullmAN CouNTy muSEum
 

SATuRdAy WAlkINg TouRS

 

!150 Years in the Making!

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Tucked 
away in the wooded area of 
Sportsman Lake Park is the 
Wildflower Garden, a beau-
tiful collection of natural 
and native flora, open for 
the public to study, observe 
and enjoy. The entirety of 
the park is considered to be 
an arboretum; plans for the 
city arboretum usually come 
from Cullman City Council; 
however, the plans and par-
ticulars for the Wildflower 
Garden come straight from 
the Cullman Native Plant 
Society and are enacted by 
the Cullman County Master 
Gardeners. 
	 Master Gardener Rich-
ard Carpenter, looking out 
over the garden grounds with 
pride, said humbly, “We’ve 
been trying to keep up on the 
weeds, but this month is so 
impressive. There are wild-
flowers just blooming every-
where.” 
	 The garden has been a 

longtime work in progress 
and a labor of love from 
the Master Gardeners; the 
grounds of the 3-acre garden 
have been improved at any 
chance that comes along. 
Past Cullman Area Technol-
ogy Academy (CATA) stu-
dents have put in time and 
effort to construct sturdy 
permanent bridges over the 
running creeks, new benches 
have been installed around 
the pathway and a new “Story 
Book Trail” has been added 
more recently, in an effort 
to include children in the 
garden. 
	 The Story Book Trail is a 
series of displays set at var-
ious intervals of the gravel 
trails; each display houses 
one to two pages of a popular 
children's book.
	 Children must follow the 
path and complete the trail 
to finish the tale. The sto-
ries are changed in the dis-
plays monthly, meaning that 
almost every trip will receive 
a different storyline to follow, 
letting little feet and imagina-

tions run wild. 
	 Another addition to the 
garden is its soon-to-be out-
door classroom.
	 The students of CATA’s 
Building Construction pro-
gram are erecting a 16- by 20-
foot raised seating area, with 
a teaching platform on the 
garden grounds.
	 The new space will be free 
to the public for use as a ho-
meschooling classroom area, 
a meeting zone for teams and 
troops and maybe even an in-
timate wedding venue on the 
platform under a canopy of 
trees. 
	 “I have never been in-
volved with something as 
pretty and as secluded and 
inside the city; it’s amazing 
to me,” Carpenter said. “I’m 
glad to be involved in it. It's 
nice to have something spe-
cial in your life to go and do, 
and have others enjoy it.”
	 The Cullman Wildflower 
Garden is housed at Sports-
man Lake Park located at 
1544 Sportsman Lake Park 
Road NW.

CULLMAN, Ala. — Meet 
Savannah Nunnelley, the 
woman behind the creation 
and design of Collier Custom 
Hats.
	 What is a custom hat 
you might ask? Nunnelley 
described customizing and 
shaping a hat to fit the indi-
vidual’s character and style. 
	 Nunnelley, wife to Wesley 
and mother to two small cow-
boys Cohen and Cade, said 
she felt she was missing out 
on following her passion and 
her purpose.
	 “After having our young-
est boy in May of 2023, I felt 
complete as a family, but I 
didn't as an individual,” Nun-
nelley said. “You see deep 
down I have a passion for 
hats of all kinds, particularly 
cowboy hats. On any given 
day you will see me wearing 
a hat of some kind as I chase 
around my two favorite little 
cowboys. From there, God 
laid on my heart to chase my 
dream in life and do what 
would make me complete. 
Collier Custom Hats was 
birthed from a dream I had 
about owning my own hat 
store and seeing the smiles 
on people’s faces as they ex-
perienced customizing their 
own hat in my store. The very 
next day I explained to my 
husband the dream and the 
passion I have to offer this 
custom hat experience in our 
area. I guess my enthusiasm 
was so loud about fulfilling 
my dream; without hesita-
tion he replied, ‘Let’s do this, 
how do we start.’  His support 
put a fire beneath me and the 
chase to make this dream our 
reality began in November 
2023. God has blessed this 
journey in just a few short 
months and with each step 
I’ve taken I know more and 
more, this is my purpose. 
Shape a hat, share a smile and 
in return they smile as they 
leave wearing their custom 
hat.”
	 Collier Custom Hats was 
created just a few months 
ago but is already making an 
impact on the community. 
	 “I started by purchasing 
hats, supplies and all things 
decorative sitting down at 
our kitchen table designing 
each hat differently,” Nun-
nelley said. “As I would com-
plete each hat, the dream was 
growing bigger – sharing my 
work of hats with my friends 
and family. I sincerely give 
credit to my friends and 
family that would admire my 
hats and show support by 
wanting one for themselves. 
This was my fuel to go even 
deeper in the realm of hats 
and chase after the bigger 
dream. 
	 “From there, it went from 
my kitchen table making a 

few hats every couple weeks 
to looking into hat-shaping 
training that I could attend to 
widen my dream into owning 
a whole hat experience busi-
ness. In March of this year, 
I attended Hat Masters 
(Owners of The Cow Lot) in 
Denver, Colorado, where I 
was taught how to become 
a ‘hat shaping queen,’ as I 
like to call it.  I was not only 
taught the art of hat shaping, 
but empowered by so many 
amazing individuals there 
to chase and accomplish my 
dream in my small town in 
Alabama. As my husband and 
I have prayed about this busi-
ness, we truly believe God 
is directing our paths along 
the way and 2024 is our year 
to embark on this journey 
together as a family, sharing 
love for hats and people all 
along the way.”
	 For Nunnelley, building 
and creating a hat shows the 
individual’s personality, fash-
ion choices and lifestyle. She 
said for her, most days it’s a 
ball cap as she runs errands in 
town or just rush out the door 
with her two small boys.
	 “My dad loves to sport 
a cowboy hat for just about 
anything, from weddings to 
feeding horses; it’s his per-
sonality,” Nunnelley said. 
“He loves the western culture 
and is the pastor at Lonesome 
Dove Cowboy Church, where 
he will always be sporting a 
5-inch felt or straw hat on any 
given Sunday. It’s his lifestyle. 
As much as I love sitting at 
my kitchen table, designing 
hats to my likings, the dream 
is to give that to my commu-
nity. I want the customer to 
have the experience of being 

creative in making their hat 
to meet the need of their 
lifestyle. From cowboys and 
cowgirls to ladies and gen-
tlemen, Collier Custom Hats 
will offer a hat for everyone.”
	 Something Nunnelley 
deals with often is people 
saying, “Hats look dumb on 
me” or ‘I can’t wear them.” 
She said Collier Custom Hats 
has a mission to change that 
thinking. 
	 “The reason people say 
this is because they have 
walked in a store, put one 
on, looked in the mirror and 
weren't happy at what they 
saw,” Nunnelley said. “Why 
you might ask? Because it 
wasn't their hat. They didn't 
design the hat to their liking, 
experience, and making the 
hat didn’t meet their person-
ality and lifestyle where the 
hat would showcase them as 
an individual. Collier Custom 
Hats’ goal is to change this 
thinking and empower our 
customers to express them-
selves – just wear the hat 
cause you know you’ll be 
turning heads with the confi-
dence your hat gives you. It’s 
your hat, made for you. You 
wear it proudly.”
	 If you ask what her favor-
ite thing is, Nunnelley says, 
“Seeing someone wear my 
hat out, smiling and feeling 
like a million bucks.” 
	 “I love seeing people 
smile and have confidence 
in themselves,” Nunnelley 
said. “God tells us to love one 
another (John 15:12). I feel 
like this is my calling to show 
his love to others by showing 
his love, and selling them a 
hat that makes them smile. I 
also love meeting new friends 

and sharing life together. God 
has blessed my family and I 
so much in just a few short 
months through this busi-
ness, meeting so many em-
powering people and sharing 
our love for hats with each 
other. I want our customers 
to know you're not just a cus-
tomer to us but our friend. I 
am very excited to embark on 
this hat business wide open 
in hopes of meeting so many 
more friends and giving a 
smile from a hat. Hat enthu-
siasm is guaranteed.” 
	 If you are looking to order 
a Collier Custom Hats, they 
also have a mobile location. 
	 “We are a brand new 
business in the public eye 
and always looking for an 
opportunity to showcase our 
hats,” Nunnelley said. “I will 
be locally in Cullman and 
surrounding areas in the next 
few weeks. I want to offer my 
custom hat experience to all 
events ranging from festivals, 
small parties, weddings and 
so much more.”
	 See Collier Custom Hats 
on Instagram or contact 
Nunnelley directly at 256-
339-5315. “Wear the hat, 
stand tall and be confident!” 
she smiled. 

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

Cullman’s Wildflower Garden: A hidden utopia

Come shop with me: 
Let’s build a hat

B.J. MORGAN

Cullman’s Wildflower Garden is a lesser-known area within Sportsman Lake 
Park; beyond the red pergola is a beautiful trail of native flowers.

SAVANNAH NUNNELLEY

Collier Custom Hats creates, you guessed it, custom hats for its patrons.
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INVITATION FOR BIDS 
 

Sealed bids will be received by the Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners of the 
City of Mobile, Alabama (“Board”), at the Wesley A. James Operations Center, 4725 
Moffett Road, Suite A, Mobile, AL  36618-0249 until 12:00 p.m., Local Time, May 6, 
2024, and then publicly opened and read at 1:00 p.m. for furnishing all labor, materials, 
and performing all work for the following project: Contract No: M5712-2710, Project 
Name: Water Line Valve Replacement at Moffett Road & Springhill Avenue.  

Plans and Specifications may be inspected at the Board’s offices at 4725 Moffett 
Road, Suite A, Mobile, AL, or at the office of McCrory & Williams, Inc., Consulting 
Engineers, 3207 International Drive, Suite G, Mobile, AL.  Electronic Plans and 
Specifications may be obtained via e-mail for review only from McCrory & Williams, 
Inc., Telephone: (251)476-4720. 

Copies of the Plans, Specifications, and other Contract Documents may be obtained 
from McCrory & Williams, Inc. at 3207 International Drive, Suite G Mobile, AL, upon a 
non-refundable payment of $75.00 per set.  No Contract Documents will be issued 
later than twenty-four (24) hours prior to bid submission time. 

A mandatory Pre-bid Conference will be held at MAWSS, 4725 Moffett Road, 
Mobile, AL 36618 on April 23, 2024 at 10:00 a.m., Local Time, to discuss bidding and 
project requirements.  Prospective bidders and subcontractors should attend.  

Bids must be submitted on the standard forms included with the Contract 
Documents. 

Envelopes containing bids must be sealed and delivered to the Director, Board of 
Water and Sewer Commissioners of the City of Mobile, Alabama, 4725A Moffett 
Road, Mobile, Alabama 36618-0249: “Bid for constructing M5712-2710 Water Line 
Valve Replacement at Moffett Road & Springhill Avenue to be opened at 1:00 p.m., 
Local Time, May 6, 2024”.  The Bidder’s Alabama State Contractor’s License Number 
and discipline shall be on the envelope. 

Bid guarantee in the form of certified check, bid bond, or irrevocable Letter of 
Credit acceptable to the Board will be required for at least 5% of the bid 
amount, not to exceed $10,000. 

The Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informality in 
bids received. 

THIS INVITATION FOR BIDS IS CONDENSED FOR ADVERTISING PURPOSES.  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/REQUIREMENTS FOR BIDDERS CAN BE FOUND 
IN THE CONTRACT DOCUMENTS. 

 
 

THE BOARD OF WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS 
OF THE CITY OF MOBILE, ALABAMA 

Legal Notice 
   Notice is hereby given to all owners, secured parties and 
lienholders of the following described motor vehicle, which I have a 
right to sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance 
with the State of Alabama abandoned motor vehicle law, Statues, 
Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-
494-S-80, as per Legislative Act 2015-470: 
  1993 Chevrolet Silverado, Vin.#1GBDC14K6PZ192. 
  This vehicle will be sold on May 23, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. at 9621 US 
Highway 31, Hanceville, Alabama, 35077. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man's Relay for Life event, 
one of the many pivotal 
fundraisers for the American 
Cancer Society, is set to bring 
the community together 
once again on Saturday, April 
27, from 5-10 p.m. at Depot 
Park. This year marks the 
30th anniversary of the event 
in Cullman, which first began 
in 1994.
	 Relay for Life is more 
than just a fundraising event; 
it is a crucial effort to support 
ongoing cancer research and 
provide essential services to 
patients. " The funds raised 
are used for research and pa-
tient services. The American 
Cancer Society has helped 
make possible almost every 
major cancer breakthrough 
since 1946. Through the re-
search financed by ACS and 
Relay, all of us benefit in the 
progress they have made to 
find ways to detect cancer in 
the early stages as well as in 
detection and treatments," 
explained Helen Allen, event 
lead of Cullman County 
Relay for Life's committee.
	 This year's Relay for Life 
event promises an array of 
activities designed to cel-
ebrate life, commemorate 
survivors and support those 
fighting cancer. The event 

will kick off with an opening 
ceremony emceed by Tim 
Kelly. Following the open-
ing ceremony, guest speaker 
Hannah Adams, a pediatric 
cancer survivor from Mid-
dleburg, Alabama, will serve 
as the opening speaker, fol-
lowed by survivors sharing 
their diagnoses and the years 
of their journey as they begin 
their laps.
	 Attendees can look for-
ward to live entertainment 
from Lee and Em, a variety 
of competitions including a 
lip-sync battle and numer-
ous engaging activities at 
the team campsites. A “Kids 
Korner” will also be available 
to younger attendees that 
will feature a bounce house, 
slide and face paintings. 
	 Campsites throughout 
the park will feature items for 
sale, enabling teams to fund-
raise. Additionally, campsites 
may offer raffle opportunities 
for attendees who wish to 
donate and possibly win spe-
cial items.
	 A unique quilt, crafted 
from Relay for Life shirts and 
contributed by Relay teams, 
will be raffled off to one fortu-
nate donor who has received 
a ticket. 
	 Building on last year’s 
success, a car show under the 
leadership of Jeff Harris will 
also be available to attend-
ees and is still available to 

those who want to enter their 
vehicles. The show will fea-
ture a wide array of vehicles, 
appealing to car enthusiasts 
and spectators alike. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to 
bring their vehicles and make 
a $15 donation to enter, with 
all proceeds supporting Relay 
for Life. 
	 Food enthusiasts will 
enjoy a variety of offerings 
from local food trucks such 
as Da Big Italian, JJ's West 
Coast Tacos, Alabama Mud 
Coffee, The Street Kitchen 
and Fro'z Shaved Ice.
	 A significant highlight of 
the Relay for Life event is the 
Survivor's Celebration Lap, 
an emotional moment where 
cancer survivors share their 
stories and receive commu-
nity support.
	 “After our Survivor’s 
Dinner and the opening cer-
emonies, we have the Survi-
vor's Celebration Lap. First, 
they will give their names 
and the number of years they 
have been a survivor.
	 "Then they make a lap 
and we ask for those at the 
event to line the route and 
cheer them on. This is a very 
touching experience for all 
the survivors as well as the 
attendees at Relay, especially 
if you have been touched by 
a loved one who had cancer,” 
Allen said.
	 As the night comes to an 

end, the luminaria service 
will take place at 9. The ser-
vice stands as one of the most 
poignant moments of the 
Relay for Life event. During 
this solemn ceremony, lu-
minaria bags, each bearing 
a name, are lit in honor of 
those still fighting cancer and 
in memory of those who have 
passed.
	 Reflecting on the high-
lights of the event, Allen com-
mented, "Both the Survivor’s 
Lap and the luminaria service 
are profoundly meaningful. 

They honor every survivor's 
courageous fight against 
cancer and remember those 
who have lost their battles. 
While these moments bring 
excitement, they also pro-
vide a time for celebration, 
remembrance and renewed 
resolve to fight back."
	 The event also includes 
a Survivor's Breakfast on 
April 24, at 7 a.m. at Cullman 
Church of Christ. The Holly 
Pond Civitans have donated 
the food and will be serving 
the breakfast as they have 

for many years. The Survi-
vor's Dinner will take place 
on the day of the event at the 
Desperation Church building 
across from Depot Park at 5 
p.m. All survivors are invited 
along with a guest. No RSVP 
is required.
	 For more information or 
to participate as a team or 
sponsor, those interested can 
visit the event's website at 
relayforlife.org/cullmanal, or 
contact Helen Allen directly 
at 256-709-4019 or helen-
ma1941@gmail.com.

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

Everything you need to 
know about Relay for 
Life, set for April 27

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE
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Obituary Announcements: April 16-17
Sidney Christian 
Benson, 23
Sidney Christian Benson, 
age 23 of Ardmore, 
passed away on Monday, 
Jan. 29, 2024. He was 
born, April 19, 2000, in 
Huntsville, Alabama to 
Sidney Charles Benson 
and Laurel Ann Pope 
Schiffman. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. 
Sidney was sweet, kind, 
and loving to everyone 
he met. He loved making 
new friends, experiencing 
new things, and spending 
time with the people he 
cared about. He was witty 
and funny, charming and 
charismatic, and had 
an incredible talent for 
falling asleep absolutely 
anywhere. He loved 
music, art, and fashion. He 
took forever to get ready 
because he’d be planning 
the perfect outfit and 
customizing his clothes to 
make them special. He was 
passionate about science 
and was planning to start 
school and pursue nuclear 
physics. He was a young 
man with big dreams and 
a big heart. He was and 
is loved immeasurably 
by his family and those 
close to him. His absence 
leaves behind a hole that 
can never be filled. He 

was preceded in death by 
his father; grandmother, 
Jewell Pope and aunt, 
Carol Nelson. Survivors 
include his mother, Laurel 
(Blake) Ann Schiffman; 
sisters, Elizabeth 
(Christopher Metcalf ) 
Anderson, Moriah Seiger, 
and Jasmine (Shadoe 
Cattet) Seiger; brothers, 
Michael (Amanda) Moon, 
Logan Seiger, Lakota 
Seiger, Brandon (Kelsey 
Thomeson) Benson, 
Gabriel Benson, Elijah 
Benson, and Conner 
Benson; nephews, Aaron 
Guthrie, Joseph Justice, 
Bryant Anderson, 
Caspian Cattet, Atticus 
Cattet, and Raiden Bates; 
niece, Lily Seiger; and 
uncle, Mark Pope. There 
will be a Celebration 
of Life gathering with 
family and friends at 
Monte Sano Park, Sunday, 
April 21st, 2024 at 2 p.m.

Charles Rickey 
Robinson, 79
Charles Rickey Robinson, 
of Holly Pond, Alabama, 
entered into the presence 
of our Lord on Tuesday 
morning, April 16, 
2024, at the age of 79. 
Mr. Robinson was born 
in Muskogee County, 
Georgia, on Aug. 15, 1944, 
to the late Otis Lee and 

Louis Elaine Whitaker 
Robinson. Mr. Robinson 
was employed by SCI for 
many years working in 
telecommunications as a 
commercial electrician. 
Rickey was married to 
the love of his life, Mary 
Faye Bright Robinson, 
for 59 years. Together 
they worshipped their 
Savior at Edison Chapel 
Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church where Rickey 
served as an Elder. 
Rick and Faye were 
inseparable. Mr. Robinson 
was a gun enthusiast 
and he and Faye enjoyed 
going to local pawn shops 
together. Often times they 
would take the treasures 
they brought home 
and disassemble and 
then reassemble them 
together. A very loving and 
gentle husband, Rick was 
wonderful to Faye. Their 
love story was one only 
imagined by most and 
Mrs. Robinson treasures 
the many wonderful 
memories they have made 
together. Those surviving 
Mr. Robinson includes 
his beloved wife, Faye 
Robinson; brother, Gerald 
Lee Robinson; sister, 
Louise Elaine Smith; dear 
friends, Brian, and Cathy 
Lodge; his shih-poo, 
Sherlock; and Watson, the 

little orange family cat. 
Friends are invited to visit 
with the Robinson family 
on Saturday, April 20, 
2024, in the Holly Pond 
Funeral Home Chapel, 
from 1 p.m., until services 
begin. Funeral services 
will begin at 2 p.m., with 
Pastor Daryl Bailey 
officiating. Burial will 
follow in Edison Chapel 
Cemetery. Holly Pond 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the Robinson 
family and our thoughts 
and prayers are with 
Mrs. Faye at this time.

Emma Jean Clopton, 85
Funeral services for 
Emma Clopton, 85, of 
Colony will be noon 
Saturday, April 20 at 
Pleasant Grove Methodist 
Church. Mrs. Clopton 
will lie-in-repose at the 
church on Saturday from 
11 a.m. until noon.  Burial 
will follow the service 
at Colony Cemetery in 
Hanceville. Visitation will 
be Friday, April 19 from 
5:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. 
at Hanceville Funeral 
Home. Mrs. Clopton 
was born June 19, 1938, 
in Sipsey, Alabama. She 
passed away April 15, 
2024, in Birmingham, 
Alabama. Sister Clopton 
leaves to Cherish her 

loving memories: Robert 
(Angela) Clopton Sr. of 
Mobile Alabama, Herman 
(Amelia) Clopton, 
Minnie (Tim) Clopton, 
ret. Major Emma L., 
Dena Marie, and Master 
Sergeant Sarah Clopton 
all of Birmingham, 
Alabama. Her surviving 
grandchildren; James 
J. Clopton  (Annalynn), 
Eddie Clopton Jr. 
(Dianna), Major Robert 
Clopton Jr. (Michelle), 
Phillip Clopton, Ashley 
Clopton, Priscella 
Amerson, Herman 
Clopton III, Tara Colston, 
Katrina Colston, Yolanda 
Smith, Eric(Keke) and 
Ladavid(Rakia)Clopton, 
Ladarius Dixon(Megan) 
and Maeghan Watkins. 
She will be eternally 
missed by a host of 
great and great-great-
grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, friends, 
and Goddaughter 
Sharon Nation.

Barbara Jean 
(Hunt) Sandlin, 88
Barbara Jean Hunt 
Sandlin, age 88, of 
Cullman, Alabama 
passed away on 
Sunday, April 14, 2024.
Barbara loved all 
animals. She Loved 
feeding birds and she 

loved Hummingbirds 
and gardening.
Barbara is survived 
by her daughter Jean 
Lewis(Carl); her brothers 
Jessie Burgess, Bobby 
Burgess, Jerry Burgess 
(Angie), Donald Burgess 
(Elaine), Joe Burgess 
(Lynda) and David 
Burgess (Vicki) and her 
sisters Lillie Tucker, 
Brenda Duke (Charlie), 
Rita Aker (Larry) and 
Patsy Klein (Tim). A host 
of nieces and nephews 
and great nieces and 
nephews. A host of nieces 
and nephews and great 
nieces and nephews.
Barbara was preceded 
in death by her parents 
Grady Clarence and 
Alice Marie Aycock 
Burgess.; her sister-in-
laws Wanda Burgess & 
Barbara Burgess; her 
sister Vera Campbell 
and her brother-in-
law Larry Tucker; her 
brother Rayburn Burgess.
A celebration of life 
graveside service for 
Barbara will be held 
Thursday, April 18, 2024, 
at 2 p.m. at Cullman City 
Cemetery, officiated 
by Rev. Tim Klein.
Barbara will be laid to rest 
in Cullman City Cemetery, 
812 Ninth Avenue SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055-4812.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

CULLMAN, Ala. — Better 
Business Bureau of North 
Alabama has partnered with 
AARP Alabama to host Cull-
man Shred Day on Saturday, 
May 4, from 9 a.m.-noon at 
the King Edward Plaza Shop-
ping Center, 1731 Second Ave. 
SW. This event will give area 
residents the opportunity 
to help protect their identi-
ties and the environment in 
a quick and easy drive-thru 
setup.

The following free services 
will be available on-site:

•	 Document shredding: 
Free document shredding 

will be available onsite. There 
is a limit of three kitch-
en-sized bags or three file 
storage boxes per vehicle. 
Only paper documents will 
be accepted. All other materi-
als such as plastic, metal and 
binders must be removed. 
Shredding will be accepted 
until the shred trucks reach 
full capacity. 

•	 Electronic recycling: 
Items must be less than 40 
pounds. There is a $10 fee for 
each plasma and flat screen 
TV. Large-back TVs, CRT 
monitors and appliances will 
not be accepted. 

•	 Drug Take-Back: The 
Cullman Police Department 
will be collecting prescrip-

tion and over-the-counter 
medications. Needles will not 
be accepted.

•	 Food drive: Donations of 
non-perishable food items 
will be accepted to benefit 
Cullman Caring for Kids.

This year’s event sponsors 
are Alabama Archives, Inc., 
Carlton’s Italian Restaurant 
and Catering, Cullman Police 
Department, Drinkard De-
velopment, Family Security 
Credit Union, Lions Interna-
tional Club and Merchants 
Bank of Alabama.
	 For more information, 
call 256-533-1640 or visit 
BBB.org/northern-alabama.

Staff Reports 
Contributor

BBB of North Alabama 
hosting Cullman Shred 
Day May 4

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
annual Cullman Regional 
Foundation Gala will take 
place on Saturday, April 27, 
at 5:30 p.m. at Loft 212. Gala 
XXIII’s theme is Santorini 
Soiree. The evening will fea-
ture a lovely dinner and a 
special program along with a 
silent and live auction.

	 “The annual event recog-
nizes individuals who have 
played a significant role in 
advancing health care for our 
community through Cullman 
Regional,” said Cullman Re-
gional Foundation President, 
Dr. Matt Dellinger.
	 “We are pleased to an-
nounce the H.C. Arnold Hu-
manitarian Award honoree, 
Dr. Vince Bergquist; the Dr. 
Herman C. Ensor Excellence 

in Heath Care honoree, Dr. 
Jeremy Stidham; (and the) 
McAfee Commitment To A 
Cause Honoree, Mr. Danny 
McAfee, (which will be) 
awarded posthumously this 
year.”
	 Service Guild members 
help with the organiza-
tion of the Gala and are led 
by President Lee Adams. 
Annual fundraising events 
like the Gala give communi-

ty members an opportunity 
to become more involved in 
local philanthropy.
	 The event will host live 
entertainment by the Rock 
Candy Band and a special 
dinner catered by JW Steak-
house. For tickets or addi-
tional information, contact 
the Cullman Regional Foun-
dation at 256-737-2565 or 
crmcfoundation@cullman-
regional.com.

Staff Reports
Contributor

Cullman Regional Foundation Gala 
to honor Bergquist, Stidham, McAfee

2019 CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Dr. Jonathan Echols speaks after accepting the 2019 Dr. Herman 
C. Ensor Award for Excellence in Health Care on behalf of his 
father, the late Dr. Bob Echols, as Dr. Bill Peinhardt looks on.
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%%

225-65-17
2525
SETS OF 4 MEDIUM AND LIKE NEW

%%

ALL TIRES
1010

(NEW AND LIGHT TRUCK EXCLUDED)

OFFOFF

OFFOFF

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

.. . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE
LET APRIL SHOWERSLET APRIL SHOWERS
BRING SAFE TRAVELSBRING SAFE TRAVELS

AT COLLEGE TIREAT COLLEGE TIRE

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

Cullman-Jefferson Gas

BARBARA RAGSDALE

An evening of Ladies’ Night Out Bunco games is scheduled for Friday, April 26, 
beginning at 6.  Come to Sacred Heart of Jesus Family Life Center for refreshments, 
fun, monetary prizes and a “hoopin’ and hollering” Bunco night!  Bring your 
friends – the more the merrier and the higher the game winnings!  Everyone invited 
to Sacred Heart of Jesus in downtown Cullman for another festive night!

Ladies’ 
Night 

Out 
Bunco 
coming 

April 
26

West Point High 
School pageants 

winners

BILL PIPER

West Point High School Fair Queen 
Representative Camila Guevara

BILL PIPER

West Point High School Princess  Bella Jones

BILL PIPER

Miss West Point High School Anna Kate Taylor




