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Inaugural Alabama Strawberry 
Festival a sweet success
CULLMAN, Ala. — One 
quick zip through the center 
of Cullman over the weekend, 
and anyone should have been 
able to tell that something big 
was happening. Traffic was 
creeping down U.S. Highway 
31 on Friday and Saturday, 

almost every car searching 
for a parking spot within 
walking distance of the Al-
abama Strawberry Festival. 
With over 40,000 visitors 
over the span of the weekend, 
the area was quite busy and 
congested with festivalgoers 
and strawberry lovers alike. 
	 “With a record-crushing 
attendance of nearly 45,000 

people, this year's Alabama 
Strawberry Festival has sur-
passed all expectations. The 
overwhelming turnout is a 
testament to the festival's 
growing popularity and the 
enthusiasm of our attend-
ees,” said Cullman Parks, 
Recreation & Sports Tourism 
Executive Director Nathan 
Anderson. 

CULLMAN, Ala. — If the 
Shoe Fits held so much more 
than adorable shoes, clothing 
and accessories on Thursday, 
May 2. Vivian Brock, a recent 
Holly Pond High School 
graduate, brought her talent 
to the storefront, in the form 
of her delectable baked goods 
from Vivi B Bakes. 
	 Brock had her best friend, 
Kylee Miller, in tow at the 
sale, assisting with setting up 
the freshly made and pack-
aged single cupcakes and 
assorted cupcake packs in 
flavors of chocolate, vanilla, 
strawberry and Brock’s favor-
ite, lemon blueberry, along 
with chocolate chip cookies 
and cake pops. 
	 “I’m so excited to be here,” 

Brock smiled as she sold cup-
cake after cupcake. “I just 
started in January and now I 
can’t keep up sometimes!”
	 In January 2024, like 
most teens, Brock was giving 
her thumbs a workout by 
scrolling on TikTok and a 
recipe that was too good to 
resist came across her algo-
rithm-chosen feed. Knowing 
her baking skills were limit-
ed, the teen threw caution to 
the wind and deciding to try 
her hand at baking the beau-
tiful and tasty-looking lemon 
blueberry cake. 
	 “I decided to give it a try 
since it would not matter if 
it was an epic fail,” laughed 
Brock.
	 “I made this cake and it 
turned out to be one of the 
best cakes I have ever had!”
	 The next morning, a few 

members of Brock’s family 
came over to her family’s 
home to visit, eating some of 
the sweet confection. Family 
members shared their praise 
for Brock’s confections and 
cakes with their friends, and 
soon more orders came flood-
ing in for family birthday cel-
ebrations, graduation parties 
and baby showers.
	 After the name Vivi B 
Bakes was settled on, Brock 
wanted her cakes to not only 
look good, but also taste good. 
Brock dove head-first into 
research and experimenting 
with decorating and creating 
cakes, creating her own flavor 
recipes and cake and frosting 
combinations.
	 Her favorite creation to 
date is the cake that got her 
started, the lemon blueberry 
flavor of cakes and 
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CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported May 6

Make the most of summer: Area programs

CULLMAN, Ala. – Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported May 6, 2024. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
May 2
•	 domestic violence; CR 
223
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; CR 437

May 3
•	 domestic violence; CR 
944
•	 theft of property; CR 623
•	 reckless endangerment; 
CR 109
•	 criminal mischief; CR 601
•	 assault; Hwy. 157
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1422
•	 theft of property; CR 1541
•	 burglary; arson; CR 941
•	 harassment; permitting 
dogs to run at large; CR 520
•	 domestic violence; High 
School Rd.

May 4
•	 harassment; CR 1700
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; CR 747
•	 attempt to elude law en-
forcement officer; Patton Dr.
•	 theft of property; CR 1747
•	 theft of property; CR 1805
•	 domestic violence; CR 62
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; possession of marijua-
na; CR 1856

May 5
•	 domestic violence; CR 
503
•	 violation of protection 
order; US. 31
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1725
•	 theft of property; CR 62
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; possession of drug par-
aphernalia; US. 231

ARRESTS
May 2 – May 5
Baker, Grayson J.; 20
•	 FTA – driving while li-
cense suspended

Cantrell, Julie F.; 51
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Coker, Michael J.; 49
•	 FTA – attempting to elude 
a police officer

Edwards, Courtney S.; 37
•	 FTA – driving while sus-
pended, revoked, or cancelled

Foshee, Jennifer J.; 48
•	 FTA – possession of 
methamphetamine
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – resisting arrest

Fulmer, Angela F.; 51
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs

Fulmer, Larry B.; 48
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs

Harper III, James L.; 24
•	 assault-domestic violence 
– 3rd degree - harassing com-
munications

Johnson, Brandi M.; 35
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – obstructing justice 
using a false identity

Martin, Terry D.; 53
•	 criminal mischief – dam-
aged property

Mcbrayer, Kenneth C.; 55
•	 assault – harassment

Mosley, Charles A.; 42
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

Myers, Kristy L.; 45
•	 assault-domestic-reck-
less endangerment

Myers, Roger J.; 49
•	 assault-domestic-reck-
less endangerment

Nave, Jennifer L.; 41
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs – opium or derivative
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Pace, Hunter L.; 25
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA – theft-shoplifting, 
less than $500

Padgett, Eric S.; 45
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family
•	 domestic violence – crim-

inal trespass-3rd degree 
- third or subsequent convic-
tion

Skinner, William C.; 37
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 public intoxication

Smith, Daniel S.; 29
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – possession of danger-
ous drugs (3 counts)
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – driving while li-
cense suspended

Stevens, LC C.; 41
•	 violation of a domestic 
protection order

Taylor, Sarah A.; 25
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – theft-shoplifting

Van Keuren, Austin C.; 27
•	 sex offense – statutory 
rape
•	 sex offense – sodomy – 
with a woman strong arm
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 illegal possession/use of a 
credit/debit card
•	 receiving stolen property, 
$500-less than $1500
•	 theft-miscellaneous

Warren, Jeremy L.; 21
•	 driving under the influ-
ence (alcohol)

West, Nicholas W.; 35
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs

West Jr., William E.; 52
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia

White, James C.; 52
•	 theft-miscellaneous

Wilson, Garry M.; 39
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – criminal trespass
•	 FTA – attempting to elude 
a police officer

Young, Ashley N.; 41
•	 family offense-causing of 
delinquency, dependency or 
need of supervision of chil-
dren 

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS 
April 30
•	 harassing communica-
tions; person

May 3
•	 aggravated assault – at-
tempted murder; person; 4th 
St. SW
•	 forgery-3rd degree; theft 
of property-1st degree; Eva 
Bank; cash

May 4
•	 criminal mischief-2nd 
degree; person; damage to ‘21 
Chevrolet Equinox; $2,300; 
Lee Cir. SW
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Game Geeks; cards; 
$50; St. Joseph Dr. NW
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; battery 
charger; $289; Hwy. 157
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree; person; 2nd Ave. NW
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree; person; Magnolia Ln. 
SE

ARRESTS

May 2 – May 5
Pace, Hunter L.; 25
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree (2 counts)
•	 FTA - criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree

Coubert, Hunter E.; 22
•	 aggravated assault (at-
tempted murder)

Gable, Tiffanie S.; 37
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Morrison, Ethan; 23
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Freeman, Joshua J.; 39
•	 domestic violence-assault
•	 interference with a do-
mestic violence emergency 
call

Maze, Shannon D.; 49
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Wilson, Garry M.; 39
•	 FTA - public intoxication
•	 FTA - criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree

Hollis, Robert L., Jr.; 46
•	 FTA - insurance violation
•	 FTA - driving without a 
license

Hernandez, Vicente A.; 32
•	 disorderly conduct
•	 resisting arrest

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

CULLMAN, Ala. — Sum-
mertime is on the way, and 
the school year is coming 
to a close. For families with 
children, entertainment for 
those youngsters is often-
times a needed summertime 
resource. Summer camps, 
clinics and programs are 
fantastic ways to get children 
(and adults) out of the house 
and into doing something 
fun, entertaining and often 
educational. Here are a few 
local summer camps and pro-
grams that will be offered. 

Kayak Cullman – Basic 
Kayaking for Adults
The Cullman County Exten-
sion Office is hosting an adult 
kayaking course to introduce 
individuals to kayaking while 
building water safety and 
confidence through learned 
and practiced skills.
	 The three-session course 
includes a classroom-style 
session for knowledge and 
safety instruction, a flat water 
paddle session and a flowing 
water paddle session. The 
cost for all three session is 
$15, and all equipment is pro-
vided. 
	 Cullman County Exten-
sion Office Coordinator Kira 
Sims said, “Spots are still 
available for Kayak Cullman. 
This three-session series will 
cover basics and safety and 
includes two paddle trips.” 
	 Sessions will take place 
May 13 (indoor session), May 
20 (Flatwater paddle session) 
and June 3 (flowing water 
paddle session). 
	 Register at www.aces.
edu/go/kayak  

Summer Reading Program 
The Cullman County Public 
Library System (CCPLS) 
Summer Reading Program 
kicks off on June 5, from 10-11 
a.m. at the library’s main 
branch. Fro’z Shaved Ice will 
be on-site.
	 Children and adults will 
be able to pick up reading logs 
from the library, to document 
the various books read during 
the program. Each book gains 
the reader entries or chanc-

es at winning any number of 
prizes. 
	 The CCPLS main branch 
is located at 200 Clark St. 
This is a free program.  

Camp Cullman 
Camp Cullman is a day camp 
program hosted by CPRST 
during the summer months. 
Broken into two sessions, 
the camp allows families to 
choose one or both sessions 
to fit their needs.
	 Campers enjoy field trips, 
crafts, sports, swimming and 
many other activities super-
vised by qualified CPRST 
staff in a safe, controlled en-
vironment.
	 The camp is open Mon-
day-Friday from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
	 Sessions are $650 each, 
with a one-time $20 discount 
for second children and a 
one-time $25 discount for 
third or additional children 
in the same household. 
	 Session one takes place 
June 3-28, and session two is 
July 8-Aug. 2. 
	 Register at www.cullman-
recreation.org/camp-cull-
man 

Music Camp
Children aged 8-14 are able 
to enjoy and immerse them-
selves in a world of music. 
Instructor Case Graham 
will take students through 
rhythm skills, melodic reso-
nation and the attributes and 
qualities of various instru-
ments. 
	 Music Camp will be held 
June 3-6 from 8 a.m.-noon. 
The cost is $100 per attendee. 
	 Register at https://cull-
manrecreation.recdesk.com/
Community/Program

Theatre Camp
Staff members from the Cull-
man High School Theater 
and Fine Arts Department 
will lead this camp, ideal for 
budding actors seeking to 
refine their stage presence 
and performance skills.
	 Prospective thespians 
will delve into the intrica-
cies of staging a major pro-
duction, as well as have the 
opportunity to audition and 
showcase their talents in 
future productions alongside 
the Cullman Community 

Theatre group.
	 It's the perfect opportu-
nity for young performers 
to hone their craft and learn 
how to shine on stage.
	 Theatre Camp will run 
from July 15-19, from 8 a.m.-
noon. The cost is $100 per 
attendee. 
	 Register at https://cull-
manrecreation.recdesk.com/
Community/Program 

Cullman Touring Farms 
for Kids
Children aged 7-13 can plan 
on learning about agriculture 
and farming as they explore 
and tour farms in Cullman 
County. Food and transporta-
tion from the North Alabama 
Agriplex will be provided for 
registered guests; parents are 
welcome to attend with their 
children but may need to 
drive separately due to space 
constraints. 
	 Cullman Touring Farms 
for Kids will take place June 
20-21, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. The 
cost is $40 per person.
	 Register at https://cull-
manrecreation.recdesk.com/
Community/Program

Preschool and Elementary 
Garden Camps
The Preschool and Elemen-
tary Garden Camps at the 
North Alabama Agriplex are 
the perfect opportunity for 
children to get down in the 
dirt and learn about soil, 
root systems and gardening. 
Children aged 3-5 are wel-
come to attend with an adult 
chaperone, while attendees 
aged 6-12 can be dropped off 
and picked up. The groups 
will create crafts daily to take 
home.
	 Preschool and Elemen-
tary Garden Camps will take 
place June 10-14, from 9-11 
a.m. A $50 registration fee 
will be required for each at-
tendee (with the exception of 
adult chaperones for children 
aged 3-5 attending the Pre-
school Garden Camp).
	 Register at https://cull-
manrecreation.recdesk.com/
Community/Program

Nature Camp
The North Alabama Agri-
plex’s Nature Camp is for 
children aged 10-14. The two-

day day camp will give camp-
ers the chance to try their 
skills at archery, canoeing 
and hiking, with an emphasis 
on Native American heritage 
and culture throughout Cull-
man County and Alabama. 
	 Nature Camp will be held 
July 15-16, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 
The cost to attend is $50 per 
person. 
	 Register at https://cull-
manrecreation.recdesk.com/
Community/Program

Art Camp
Art Camp will introduce kids 
to many fundamental skills. 
Additionally, each will be ex-
posed to different styles and 
techniques. Daily projects 
will be completed imple-
menting the skills they learn. 
	 The camp will conclude 
with an art gallery where the 
budding artists’ family and 
friends can come and see all 
the work they’ve created.

	 Art Camp will be held 
July 22-25. Artists aged 6-9 
will meet from 8 a.m.-noon.
	 Artists aged 10-14 will 
meet from 1-5 p.m. The cost 
to attend is $100 per person. 
	 Register at https://cull-
manrecreation.recdesk.com/
Community/Program

Sewing Camps
Sewing Camp 101 is an in-
troductory sewing class for 
students aged 8, or upcoming 
second graders and up, teach-
ing basic hand sewing skills. 
	 Campers will complete 
daily projects using each 
newly taught skill.
	 The program will have 
one to three students per in-
structor, so each child will re-
ceive personal guidance. All 
materials will be provided.
	 Students should bring 
a water and a snack daily. 
Please note that students 
younger than 9 must have a 

parent or designated adult to 
attend and participate.
	 Sewing 101 will take place 
July 8-12, from 9- 11:30 a.m. 
The cost to participate is $50 
per student. 
	 Designed to build upon 
skills taught in 101, Sewing 
Camp 102 will introduce the 
sewing machine, and stu-
dents will complete daily 
projects focusing on each 
new skill, while each child re-
ceives personal guidance. 
	 Sewing Camp 102 stu-
dents must have completed 
Sewing Camp 101. Each stu-
dent must bring a working, 
adult-sized sewing machine 
with the manual and thread, 
along with a snack and water, 
daily.
	 All other materials will be 
provided. The cost to attend 
is $50 per student. 
	 Register at https://cull-
manrecreation.recdesk.com/
Community/Program.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com
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CULLMAN, Ala. — A Crane 
Hill man is behind bars fol-
lowing his arrest on May 5, 
2024, on multiple bond revo-
cation charges. 
	 Austin Chase Ray Van 
Keuren, 27, was arrested by 
deputies for statutory rape, 
sodomy (with a woman, 
strong arm), unlawful pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia, second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana, 
illegal use or possession of a 
credit or debit card, receiving 
stolen property and theft. 
	 In an email to The Tri-
bune, the CCSO’s Chad 
Whaley wrote, “Austin Chase 
Ray Van Keuren (27) of 
Crane Hill was arrested on 
05/05/24 by Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office Deputies. All 

listed charges were Motion 
to Revoke Bond charges. The 
original charges stemmed 
from incidents occurring in 
2022 and 2023. Van Keuren 
is currently being held at the 
Cullman County Detention 
Center with no bond.”

Staff Reports
Contributor

Crane Hill man’s 
bond revoked on 
sodomy, rape charges

CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported May 6

Make the most of summer: Area programs

May 2 – May 5
Pace, Hunter L.; 25
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree (2 counts)
•	 FTA - criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree

Coubert, Hunter E.; 22
•	 aggravated assault (at-
tempted murder)

Gable, Tiffanie S.; 37
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Morrison, Ethan; 23
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Freeman, Joshua J.; 39
•	 domestic violence-assault
•	 interference with a do-
mestic violence emergency 
call

Maze, Shannon D.; 49
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Wilson, Garry M.; 39
•	 FTA - public intoxication
•	 FTA - criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree

Hollis, Robert L., Jr.; 46
•	 FTA - insurance violation
•	 FTA - driving without a 
license

Hernandez, Vicente A.; 32
•	 disorderly conduct
•	 resisting arrest

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

parent or designated adult to 
attend and participate.
	 Sewing 101 will take place 
July 8-12, from 9- 11:30 a.m. 
The cost to participate is $50 
per student. 
	 Designed to build upon 
skills taught in 101, Sewing 
Camp 102 will introduce the 
sewing machine, and stu-
dents will complete daily 
projects focusing on each 
new skill, while each child re-
ceives personal guidance. 
	 Sewing Camp 102 stu-
dents must have completed 
Sewing Camp 101. Each stu-
dent must bring a working, 
adult-sized sewing machine 
with the manual and thread, 
along with a snack and water, 
daily.
	 All other materials will be 
provided. The cost to attend 
is $50 per student. 
	 Register at https://cull-
manrecreation.recdesk.com/
Community/Program.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com
Public Notice: Zion 
Cemetery
Please remove all ground 
flowers/decorations from 
graves at Mt. Zion Ceme-
tery at Vinemont (High-
way 31) for spring cleaning 
and mowing.

Public Notice: Cullman 
Memory Gardens
Attention: Those of you 
with relatives or friends 
buried in Cullman Memory 
Gardens or those with lots 
for burial there. The com-
mittee (Amy Walker, Ron 
Foust, Neil Culpepper and 
Jerry Smith) have done an 
outstanding job of main-
taining the cemetery this 
year.  The cemetery is in 
the best condition it has 
been in years and we need 
your help to maintain it. 
As a reminder, May 12 is 
Mother’s Day and we have 
designated this weekend as 
Memorial Day for the cem-
etery to collect donations 
to maintain and further 
enhance the cemetery. We 
will have people collecting 
at the cemetery Saturday, 
May 11, and Sunday, May 
12, and if you are unable to 
come by with your dona-
tion you can mail it to Cull-
man Memory Gardens, 
PO Box 964, Cullman, AL 
35056. All donations will 
be used for the care and 
upkeep of the cemetery. 
Thanks for all that you do 
to help us with the upkeep 
of the cemetery. God bless 
you!

Calling All Young Sing-
ers!
Cullman Community 
Young Singers (CCYS) is 
looking for YOU! All young 
singers (ages 8-15) are in-
vited to join us on Tuesday 
afternoons from 3:30-4:45 
at the Little House at Art 
Park, 1031 Second St. SW 
in Cullman. No auditions, 
just come for a fun after-
noon of learning music 
from pop to classical styles. 
We will rehearse and pre-
pare to perform at a variety 
of events in and around 
the Cullman community. 
Bring your friends- we will 
have music and everything 
you need to get started! For 
more information, text or 
email Miss Cindy at 256-
338-4404, cindypass22@
gmail.com. CCYS is spon-
sored by Cullman Parks, 
Recreation & Sports Tour-
ism. 

Baileyton Bargain Days
First and third Saturday 
of each month from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Bai-
leyton fire station next to 
the town’s park. Beauty 

and health products, toys, 
home goods, pet items, 
food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 
will allow a shopper to 
fill up a bag, and for $40 
a shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require 
a larger donation. There 
will be some restrictions 
and product limits on the 
items. Cash and checks 
accepted. Proceeds will 
be used for park improve-
ments and capital im-
provements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has 
open AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at 
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children 
Mondays 11 a.m.-noon, 
Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. and 
Wednesdays-Fridays 11 
a.m.-noon. Cullman Hous-
ing Authority Community 
Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW. Please call Kristie 256-
636-5362 for more infor-
mation. Eat in or take out. 
Sponsored by Kids Loving 
Kids, Raising Arrows 
Ministry and Spirit Life 
Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birth-
day Blessings serves chil-
dren ages 1-18 in need of 
assistance to celebrate 
their birthdays. Register 
your child and pick up a 
birthday box with cake 
mix, icing, sprinkles, dec-
orations and toys! Pickup 
is the last weekend of the 
month. Saturday (5100 
Curry Highway Suite 100-B 
Jasper, AL 35504) from 
3-5 p.m. or the last Sunday 
of the month at Spirit Life 
Church Cullman from 
12:30-1 p.m.  Birth certifi-
cate is required at the time 
of box pickup. Register 
at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. 
For more information, text 
or call 205-717-7478. 
• Wednesday, May 8 - 7 
p.m. Children and youth 
classes.  Adult worship, 
teaching testimonies in 
the sanctuary. Free pizza 
at 6:30. Van runs in the 
5 Points Area at 6. Call 
Cedric Davidson at 256-

339-5755 for pickup. 
• Friday, May 10 - Cele-
brate Recovery. Fellowship 
and testimonies. Hurts, 
habits and hang-ups are 
a part of everyone's life. 
Come and see how to 
overcome these and more! 
Bring a dish, dessert or 
drink for a potluck meal at 
5:45 p.m. Meeting starts at 
6:30. Childcare provided. 
• Sunday, May 12 - 9 a.m. 
Van runs in the 5 Points 
Area. Call Cedric David-
son at 256-339-5755 for 
pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. 
Bible study classes for chil-
dren, youth and adults at 
10.  Praise and worship and 
Mother's Day message by 
Pam Dodd at 11. 

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cull-
man First Church of the 
Nazarene, 5415 Alabama 
Highway 157. CLOSED lit-
erature study. Handicap 
accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
Cullman Housing Author-
ity Community Center 
(1545 Vine Circle SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). The 
first meeting is free. TOPS, 
a national program, is 
a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss 
and management through 
weekly meetings providing 
information, accountabili-
ty, support and encourage-
ment where you make the 
changes that make sense 
to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship for 
those affected by some-
one else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our 
experiences, strength and 
hope. We carry the mes-
sage of hope by letting 
others know that they are 
not alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON 
and changing our own at-
titudes. We Respect Your 
Anonymity. Our program 
is not a religious one, but a 
spiritual way of life. Meet-
ings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings 
at 6 p.m. Contact Jamie 
Weathersby Smith 256-
708-7122 or Don or Nancy 
McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more 
information. 

Cullman AlAnon Meet-
ings 
The AlAnon family groups 

are a fellowship of friends 
and family whose lives 
have been affected by al-
coholism. The Cullman 
Serenity AlAnon group 
meets each Monday at 
noon at 1519 St. Joseph 
Dr. NE. There is also a 
Zoom meeting each Tues-
day at noon. The Courage 
to Change AlAnon family 
group meets on Thursdays 
at 6 p.m. at Grace Episco-
pal Church at 305 Arnold 
St. NE in the Carriage 
House, located between 
the church and the Arnold 
House on the corner. For 
more information call 256-
734-2231 or 256-531-4429.

Master's Hand Food 
Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Heartland Quilt Guild 
Meeting
Thursday, May 9, at 6:30 
p.m. at Christ Covenant 
1310 St. Joseph St. Ev-
eryone welcome. Contact 
person: Porsia Anderson at 
256-737-7557.

Holly Pond Lions Club 
Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, May 11, from 
6:30-9:30 a.m. for our 
annual all-you-can-eat 
pancake breakfast with 
sausage and bacon. Dona-
tions only. Proceeds will go 
toward Holly Pond Ceme-
tery Fund. The LifeSouth 
Bloodmobile will be on 
campus. Please consider 
helping out your commu-
nity with a blood donation.

Cullman Chapter of The 
National Association of 
Retired and Active Fed-
eral Workers Meeting
Monday, May 13, at Golden 
Corral Buffet in Cullman. 
Guest speaker, State Fed-
eration official Julia Ells-
bury, will cover the topic 
“what to do when a fed-
eral worker/retiree dies.” 
Dutch lunch begins at 11 
a.m. and meeting at noon. 
Members and nonmem-
bers welcome. For more 
info, call 256-708-5326.

Cullman Educator Retir-
ees Association Meeting
Thursday, May 16, at 11 
a.m. at Stone Bridge Farms. 
We will have a member 
share session and suggest 
programs for future meet-
ings, followed by lunch and 
fellowship for those who 
wish to stay. We welcome 
new members and visiting 
retirees.

Maintenance Manager 
REHAU Automotive LLC, Cullman, AL.  Coordinate 
transfers and maintenance of machines and equipment and 
tools; Meet environment, safety and health requirements. 
Risk management and decision making. Maintain phys. 
plant; Advise on safety specs and compliance for machines 
and equipment; Prevent/fix unsafe conditions; REQS: 
Bachelor’s in manufacturing engineering or similar + 24 
mos. experience as Logistics Analyst or similar role. 24 mos. 
Experience in/with: data analysis and troubleshooting; MS 
SQL Server, AS/400 or successor systems, MS Excel; 
electronic data interchange in auto industry; manufacturing 
logistics in the auto industry; manufacturing execution 
systems including RFID; and 24 months experience in role 
responsible for the communication of new processes to 
factory employees (experience may be gained concurrently). 
Alt req’s: high school diploma/GED + 48 mos. exp. in/with 
all aforementioned areas/systems/roles. Mail resume to: Jana 
Schroeder, REHAU Automotive LLC. Include job title. 2424 
Industrial Dr SW, Cullman, AL 35055 

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
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Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Austin Chase Ray Van Keuren
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GOOD HOPE, Ala. — Good 
Hope senior Dakota Overton 
is preparing to graduate later 
this month and in this inter-
view he discussed his stellar 
career on the basketball court 
and the baseball field during 
his years at Good Hope High 
School.
	 "One of my favorite mem-
ories was during my 11th 
grade year, when we went to 
the mountains for a Christ-
mas tournament. We shot 
at a local gym for our team 
practice, and then, on the way 
back to our cabin, we were 
snowed in the car. After wait-
ing for the roads to get better, 
we decided that we would all 
just walk to our cabins and 
leave the cars in a parking 
lot, which was fairly close. 
The snow was still falling, 
and everyone was laughing 
and goofing off, until we got 
back to the cabin, which was 
close to two miles away from 
the parking lot," Overton 
said. "Another great memory 
was from this year. Our game 
against West Point was de-
layed 30 minutes, and every-
one ran to their cars in the 
rain. Once the game started, 
it just felt like all of us came 
together, and it was the most 
fun I've had since I was a kid."
	 Overton played with so 
many great guys and under 
some amazing coaches 
during his career.
	 "I feel like throughout 
my basketball career, I have 
gotten the opportunity to 
play with and practice against 
some of the best players that 
have come through Good 
Hope. This made being a 
point guard easier for me, 
because I knew that I could 
always depend on my guys 
to show up and play their 
heart out for me and my 
teammates. There was a lot 
of great players growing up 
while I played baseball, and 
just getting to know them at 
practice and realizing that I. 
too, would one day, have to 
step up and be a leader made 
me want to fill their shoes 
even more."
	 He added, "Coaching was 
great throughout both sports 
at Good Hope. The main 
point that they tried to prove 
to us was that we should be 
great young men and follow-
ers of Christ. Any time we 
would get ready for a game, 
we would pray. They wanted 
the best for us always and 
showed me they will be there 
for me throughout my whole 
life, and they are always one 
call away. My basketball 
coaches always let me know 
how much I mean to them 
and show me that they truly 
care about my future, and 
they want the best for me. 
My baseball coaches always 
tell me to keep being myself 
and let me know how much 
I mean to the teams I am on. 
They gave me so many life 
lessons and taught me how 
to be a better teammate and 

CULLMAN, Ala. – After a 
great showing on Friday, the 
Cold Springs Eagles con-
tinued their dominant run 
at this year’s AHSAA State 
Track Meet Saturday, pull-
ing away to beat Reeltown 
by 34 points and claiming 
their second consecutive 2A 
State Championship. Eagles 
runner Ethan Edgeworth 
racked up four gold medals 
(1600-Meter, 3200-Meter, 
800-Meter, 4x800 Meter 
Relay) and Eagles jumper Nic 
Fallin earned two more (Pole 
Vault, Long Jump) to help 
lead Cold Springs to the title. 
The Lady Eagles finished 
fourth in Class 2A, just four 
points Hatton. Cold Springs 
Head Coach Casey Howell 
was proud of his team for 
finishing the season strong 
and defending its title but 
he’s even more proud of the 
example they’ve set and the 
culture they’ve helped estab-
lish over their years in the 
program. 
	 “I’m so proud of the 
family that we have created. 
Blessed is an understate-
ment,” Howell said. “The cul-
ture and standards that the 
teams the last few years have 
set is something that only 
comes with putting God first 
and putting others before 
yourself. It is so special to see 
and feel the support from our 
administration, community 
and past runners. I’m not 
sure what all we have accom-
plished can be put into words, 
but I know we will remember 
it forever.”
	 The Holly Pond Bron-
cos finished just two points 
behind Reeltown to earn 
third place in Class 2A. 
Emery Barnett captured gold 
in the 300-Meter Hurdles 
and Daniel Figueroa earned 
four first place finishes as 
well. (100-Meter, 200-Meter, 
Discus Throw, Javelin Throw 
Ambulatory events).
	 In Gulf Shores, Arab’s 
girls finished runner up in 
Class 5A thanks in part to 
a gold medal performance 
from Libby Chance (Pole 
Vault) and another first place 
finish from Bryant Beuoy 
(400-Meter) helped Arab’s 
boys earn third place. Cull-
man’s boys placed fourth in 
Class 6A after Patrick Adcock 
collected a pair of gold medals 
(Discus Throw, Shot Put) and 
Adam Byers earned another 
in the Javelin Throw.

LOCAL RESULTS

1A-3A State Meet (Cull-
man)
Cold Springs High School
•	 Ethan Edgeworth: 1st 
place 2A Boys 1600-Meter – 
4:03.96 – 1st place 2A Boys 
800-Meter – 1:53.31 – 1st 
place 2A Boys 3200-Meter – 
9:20.08
•	 1st place 2A Boys 4x800 
Meter Relay Team – 8:28.77
•	 Nic Fallin: 1st place 2A 
Boys Long Jump – 21-04.75 – 
1st place 2A Boys Pole Vault – 
21-04.75 – 3rd place 2A Boys 
Triple Jump – 42-01.00 – 8th 
place 2A Boys High Jump – 
5-10.00
•	 Ryleigh Wright: 3rd place 
2A Girls pole Vault – 8-00.00
•	 Macie Huffstutler: 3rd 
place 2A Girls 3200-Meter – 
12:49.01 - 4th place 2A Girls 
1600-Meter – 5:46.57 - 8th 
place 2A Girls 400-Meter – 
1:04.65
•	 Jayden Allred: 3rd place 
2A Boys 3200-Meter – 
9:54.38 - 5th place 2A Boys 
1600-Meter – 4:35.79 – 12th 
place 2A Boys 800-Meter – 
2:08.81
•	 Drew Dykes: 4th place 2A 
Boys 3200-Meter – 10:17.94
•	 Claire Huffstutler: 5th 
place 2A Girls Pole Vault – 
7-06.00 – 23rd place 2A Girls 
800-Meter – 2:53.95
•	 Noah Barger: 5th place 2A 
Boys Pole Vault – 11-00.00
•	 Blake Belcher: 6th place 
2A Boys Pole Vault – 10-00.00
•	 Cheyenne Bishop: 6th 
place 2A Girls 100-Meter 
Hurdles – 18.87 – 21st place 
2A Girls 300-Meter Hurdles 

– 56.63
•	 Sage Nelson: 6th place 2A 
Boys 1600-Meter – 4:38.91
•	 Cole Bales: 6th place 2A 
Boys High Jump – 6-00.00 
- 16th place 2A Boys Long 
Jump – 17-10.00
•	 Ellanora Slusser: 6th 
place 2A Girls Shot Put – 31-
07.50 – 8th place 2A Girls 
Discus Throw – 89-10
•	 6th place 2A Girls 4x800 
Meter Relay Team – 11:11.15
•	 6th place 2A Girls 4x400 
Meter Relay Team – 4:34.11
•	 Makenna Taylor: 9th 
place 2A Girls Discus Throw 
– 87-09
•	 Hollyn Bruer: 12th place 
2A Girls Javelin Throw – 
81-04
•	 Sophia Slusser: 15th place 
2A Girls Discus Throw – 
78-03
•	 Ally Mavers: 15th place 2A 
Girls 1600-Meter – 6:16.59
•	 Ethan Day: 17th place 2A 
Boys Javelin Throw – 127-08
•	 James Fausz: 20th place 
2A Boys Javelin Throw – 
122-09
•	 Landon Bishop: 20th 
place 2A Boys 300-Meter 
Hurdles – 47.74
•	 Aidan Freeman: 21st place 
2A Girls Shot Put – 25-09.00
•	 Hayla Watson: 23rd place 
2A Girls 300-Meter Hurdles 
– 57.32

Holly Pond High School
•	 Daniel Figueroa: 1st place 
2A Boys 100-Meter Ambu-
latory – 14.96 – 1st place 2A 
Boys 200-Meter Ambulatory 
– 28.88 – 1st place 2A Boys 
Discus Throw Ambulatory 
– 65-07 – 1st place 2A Boys 
Javelin Throw Ambulatory – 
89-06
•	 Emery Barnett: 1st place 
2A Boys 300-Meter Hurdles 
– 39.41 – 4th place 2A Boys 
110-Meter Hurdles – 15.55 - 
5th place 2A Boys 400-Meter 
– 51.30 – 8th place 2A Boys 
800-Meter – 2:06.78
•	 Travis Barnett: 2nd place 
2A Boys 400-Meter – 50.76 – 
4th place 2A Boys 800-Meter 
– 2:02.63 - 8th place 2A Boys 
1600-Meter – 4:41.40 – 10th 
place 2A Boys 3200-Meter 
10:55.66
•	 Diego Arreguin: 4th place 
2A Boys Discus Throw – 
126-01
•	 Ethan Fox Westall: 4th 
place 2A Boys 300-Meter 
Hurdles – 41.74 – 14th place 
2A Boys Triple Jump – 38-
00.75 – 20th place 2A Boys 
High Jump – 5-04.00
•	 Mila Edmondson: 5th 
place 2A Girls 1600-Meter – 
5:46.63 – 5th place 2A Girls 
3200-Meter – 13:03.39 – 7th 
place 2A Girls 800-Meter – 
2:34.59
•	 Miguel Garcia: 5th place 
2A Boys High Jump – 6-00.00
•	 5th place 2A Girls 4x800 
Meter Relay Team – 11:00.07
•	 Joshua Putman: 7th 
place 2A Boys 3200-Meter – 
10:29.49 - 12th place 2A Boys 
1600-Meter – 4:54.74
•	 Boston Gibbs: 6th place 
2A Boys Javelin Throw – 
152-11 – 8th place 2A Boys 
300-Meter Hurdles - 13th 

place 2A Boys Long Jump – 
18-04.25 – 21st place 2A Boys 
Triple Jump – 36-04.75
•	 Ava Thomas: 7th place 2A 
Girls Triple Jump – 32-03.00 
– 7th place 2A Girls Long 
Jump – 14-06.50
•	 8th place 2A Girls 4x400 
Meter Relay Team – 4:36.62
•	 Emma Earl: 9th place 2A 
Girls Javelin Throw – 87-04
•	 Caroline Lamoureux: 9th 
place 2A Girls 3200-Meter – 
13:33.10 - 16th place 2A Girls 
1600-Meter – 6:17.98
•	 Asher Thrift: 9th place 2A 
Boys Javelin Throw – 139-07
•	 Kynleigh Wood: 10th 
place 2A Girls 1600-Meter – 
6:11.02
•	 Ellie Burks: 13th place 2A 
Girls High Jump – 4-02.00 
- 23rd place 2A Girls Triple 
Jump – 26-03.00
•	 Presli Carr: 14th place 2A 
Girls 400-Meter – 1:06.43 
– 19th place 2A Girls 200-
Meter – 29.44
•	 Matthew Putman: 17th 
place 2A Boys 3200-Meter – 
11:29.21
•	 Cira Thrift: 17th place 2A 
Girls 300-Meter Hurdles – 
55.33
•	 Caden Moody: 18th place 
2A Boys High Jump – 5-06.00
•	 Aubrey Mayfield: 21st 
place 2A Girls Discus Throw 
– 68-09
•	 Kylie Twilley: 21st place 
2A Girls 200-Meter – 29.56

Addison High School
•	 Ava Bartlett: 1st place 1A 
Girls High Jump – 5-00.00 – 
5th place 1A Girls 300-Meter 
Hurdles – 53.43 – 16th place 
1A Girls Long Jump – 13-
01.75
•	 Bradley Willette: 2nd 
place 1A Boys Discus Throw 
– 150-00 – 18th place 1A Boys 
Shot Put – 36-01.00
•	 Brodie Willingham: 4th 
place 1A Boys Javelin Throw 
– 136-07
•	 Kendall Wyatt: 3rd place 
1A Girls Shot Put – 29-06.50 
– 9th place 1A Girls Javelin 
Throw – 89-08
•	 Hayden Holland: 3rd 
place 1A Boys 110-Meter Hur-
dles – 16.69
•	 6th place 1A Girls 4x100 
Meter Relay Team – 54.53
•	 Katie Barrett: 7th place 1A 
Girls Triple Jump – 29-10.50 
– 17th place 1A Girls Long 
Jump – 12-11.25
•	 Jacob McLamb: 8th place 
1A Boys 110-Meter Hurdles 
– 18.24 – 9th place 1A Boys 
300-Meter Hurdles – 44.95
•	 Hadley Butler: 10th place 
1A Girls Triple Jump – 27-
10.75 - 14th place 1A Girls 
Long Jump – 13-03.75
•	 Major Snoddy: 11th place 
1A Boys Javelin Throw – 
117-10
•	 AnnaBeth Powell: 12th 
place 1A Girls Javelin Throw 
– 79-06
•	 Skylar Cleghorn: 12th 
place 1A Boys Triple Jump – 
36-05.75
•	 Brooklyn McCurley: 16th 
place 1A Girls 400-Meter – 
1:08.00 – 17th place 1A Girls 
200-Meter – 29.23
•	 Bobby Williams: 20th 

place 1A Boys Discus Throw – 
92-11
•	 Bryant Wood: 20th place 
1A Boys 400-Meter – 1:00.11 – 
21st place 1A Boys 200-Meter 
– 25.27

Meek High School
•	 Audrey Barnett: 4th place 
1A Girls Pole Vault – 7-00.00
•	 Aiden Benson: 7th place 
1A Boys Discus Throw – 
114-05 – 20th place 1A Boys 
Shot Put – 35-00.00
•	 Jarrett Benson: 15th place 
1A Boys Shot Put – 37-01.00

St. Bernard Prep
•	 Parker Guthery: 11th 
place 2A Boys 3200-Meter – 
10:59.20

Vinemont High School
•	 Dawson Wilhite: 2nd 
place 3A Boys Pole Vault – 
11-00.00 – 11th place 3A Boys 
Javelin Throw – 137-00
•	 Caroline Miller: 3rd place 
3A Girls High Jump – 4-08.00 
– 5th place 3A Girls Long 
Jump – 15-08.75 – 9th place 
3A Girls Triple Jump – 31-
04.00
•	 Brady Johnson: 3rd 
place 3A Boys 3200-Meter – 
10:03.69 - 5th place 3A Boys 
1600-Meter – 4:38.16 – 7th 
place 3A Boys 800-Meter – 
2:08.65
•	 Tatum Brown: 8th place 
3A Boys Discus Throw – 
120-10
•	 Natalie Foell: 9th place 
3A Girls 800-Meter – 2:34.69 
- 16th place 3A Girls 400-
Meter – 1:05.43
•	 Addison Holcomb: 10th 
place 3A Girls Javelin Throw 
– 91-01
•	 10th place 3A Girls 4x400 
Meter Relay Team – 4:36.35
•	 11th place 3A Boys 4x800 
Meter Relay Team – 9:19.17
•	 Reagan Robinson: 20th 
place 3A Girls Triple Jump 
– 28-00.50 - 22nd place 3A 
Girls High Jump – 4-02.00
•	 Samuel Pierce: 21st place 
3A Boys High Jump – 5-04.00
•	 Andrew Landreth: 22nd 
place 3A Boys 3200-Meter – 
12:10.29

4A-7A State Meet (Gulf 
Shores)
Cullman High School
•	 Patrick Adcock: 1st place 
6A Boys Discus Throw – 
161-11 – 1st place 6A Boys 
Shot Put – 56-03.50
•	 Adam Byers: 1st place 6A 
Boys Javelin Throw – 190-10
•	 Andrue Barnett: 4th 
place 6A Boys 3200-Meter – 
9:37.86 – 18th place 6A Boys 
1600-Meter – 4:32.08
•	 Mabry Free: 5th place 6A 
Girls 3200-Meter – 11:24.76 
– 8th place 6A Girls 1600-
Meter – 5:18.76
•	 Alexander Renteria: 5th 
place 6A Boys Pole Vault – 12-
06.00
•	 7th place 6A Girls 4x800 
Meter Relay Team – 10:13.60
•	 Joshua Ellerbee: 12th 
place 6A Boys Javelin Throw 
– 145-06
•	 13th place 6A Boys 4x800 
Meter Relay Team – 8:40.58
•	 Khloe Nalley: 15th place 

6A Girls 3200-Meter – 
12:31.12 – 20th place 6A Girls 
1600-Meter – 5:41.44
•	 Addison Vogelaar: 17th 
place 6A Girls 3200-Meter – 
12:34.44
•	 Henry Crocker: 19th 
place 6A Boys 3200-Meter – 
10:48.62

Arab High School
•	 Bryant Beuoy: 1st place 
5A Boys 400-Meter – 49.69 – 
3rd place 5A Boys 200-Meter 
– 21.83 – 6th place 5A Boys 
100-Meter – 10.97
•	 Libby Chance: 1st place 
5A Girls Pole Vault – 10-
06.00 – 3rd place 5A Girls 
High Jump – 5-02.00 – 3rd 
place 5A Girls Triple Jump – 
34-04.75 – 6th place 5A Girls 
Long Jump – 16-01.25
•	 Hannah Poston: 2nd 
place 5A Girls 300-Meter 
Hurdles – 47.49
•	 Aubrey Elrod: 2nd place 
5A Girls Pole Vault – 10-00.00
•	 2nd place 5A Boys 4x400 
Meter Relay Team – 3:26.91
•	 2nd place 5A Girls 4x400 
Meter Relay Team – 4:07.64
•	 3rd place 5A Girls 4x100 
Meter Relay Team – 50.15
•	 Wyatt Glispie: 4th place 
5A Boys Shot Put – 49-10.00 
– 6th place 5A Boys Discus 
Throw – 132-07 – 13th place 
5A Boys Javelin Throw – 
149-09
•	 Niya Turner: 4th place 5A 
Girls Shot Put – 32-09.75
•	 Aubrey Hyche: 4th place 
5A Girls Discus Throw – 
107-02 - 16th place 5A Girls 
Shot Put – 29-11.00
•	 Ella Moore: 5th place 5A 
Girls 300-Meter Hurdles – 
48.78 - 18th place 5A Girls 
400-Meter – 1:03.22
•	 Caden Hilyer: 6th place 
5A Boys Pole Vault – 12-00.00
•	 6th place 5A Boys 4x800 
Meter Relay Team – 8:29.66
•	 6th place 5A Girls 4x800 
Meter Relay Team – 10:40.07
•	 Madelynn King: 6th place 
5A Girls Pole Vault 8-06.00 
– 12th place 5A Girls Javelin 
Throw – 89-11
•	 Maximus Mariner: 7th 
place 5A Boys Discus Throw 
– 130-06 – 14th place 5A Boys 
Shot Put – 43-06.00
•	 Dylan Morrow: 8th place 
5A Boys Pole Vault – 10-06.00
•	 Julie Stapler: 8th place 
5A Girls 400-Meter – 1:01.85 
– 10th place 5A Girls 300-
Meter Hurdles – 49.47
•	 James Hyche: 10th place 
5A Boys 400-Meter – 52.57
•	 Taylor Anderson: 13th 
place 5A Boys Long Jump – 
19-04.50
•	 Cora Frankhauser: 13th 
place 5A Girls Javelin Throw 
– 88-09
•	 Brylee Hudgins: 13th 
place 5A Girls Triple Jump – 
30-08.25
•	 Emma Martin: 17th place 
5A Girls Triple Jump – 30-
01.75
•	 Gabby Poston: 17th place 
5A Girls 400-Meter – 1:03.02

West Point High School
•	 Rene Moreno-Tovar: 9th 
place 5A Boys 3200-Meter – 
10:04.72 – 13th place 5A Boys 

1600-Meter – 4:40.88
•	 10th place 5A Boys 4x400 
Meter Relay Team – 3:37.70
•	 11th place 5A Boys 4x800 
Meter Relay Team – 8:43.82
•	 Asa Sutter: 13th place 5A 
Boys 300-Meter Hurdles – 
42.90
•	 Jacee Bartlett: 15th place 
5A Girls High Jump – 4-06.00
•	 Hanna McKenney: 18th 
place 5A Girls Javelin Throw 
– 81-09
•	 Pressley Burtis: 19th 
place 5A Boys High Jump – 
5-08.00

Fairview High School
•	 Kabri Redding: 2nd place 
5A Girls Discus Throw – 
130-03 - 8th place 5A Girls 
Shot Put – 31-01.50
•	 Laci Segrest: 3rd place 
5A Girls Shot Put – 33-06.75 
– 8th place 5A Girls Discus 
Throw – 96-02
•	 Allyson Hill: 5th place 5A 
Girls Triple Jump – 33-02.50 
– 6th place 5A Girls 100-
Meter Hurdles – 17.17 – 11th 
place 5A Girls 300-Meter 
Hurdles – 49.50 – 21st place 
5A Girls Long Jump – 14-
02.50
•	 Kailyn Redding: 5th place 
5A Girls High Jump – 5-02.00
•	 Alex England: 7th place 
5A Boys 1600-Meter – 
4:31.15 – 10th place 5A Boys 
800-Meter – 2:01.34 - 12th 
place 5A Boys 3200-Meter – 
10:12.35
•	 Andrew Latham: 10th 
place 5A Boys Javelin Throw 
– 152-06
•	 Jake Harper: 19th place 
5A Boys Javelin Throw – 
144-11
•	 Jayden Pineda: 21st place 
5A Boys Discus Throw – 
109-06

Good Hope High School
•	 Drake Nichols: 6th place 
4A Boys 800-Meter – 1:59.40 
- 14th place 4A Boys 1600-
Meter – 4:44.92
•	 Macey Denton: 6th place 
4A Girls Javelin Throw – 
106-10
•	 Hank Hudson: 8th place 
4A Boys Pole Vault – 11-00.00
•	 Zoe Marks: 9th place 4A 
Girls Shot Put – 31-06.50
•	 9th place 4A Boys 4x800 
Meter Relay Team – 8:54.25
•	 Cadence Watson: 13th 
place 4A Girls Pole Vault – 
7-06.00 – 19th place 4A Girls 
High Jump – 4-04.00 – 20th 
place 4A Girls 300-Meter 
Hurdles – 52.78
•	 Dawson Kicker: 18th 
place 4A Boys Javelin Throw 
– 138-06
•	 Makenzie Cruce: 18th 
place 4A Girls Shot Put – 29-
09.50

Hanceville High School
•	 Connor Pitts: 6th place 4A 
Boys Discus Throw – 136-04
•	 LJ Smith: 9th place 4A 
Boys Discus Throw – 125-02
•	 Eli Akin: 12th place 4A 
Boys Discus Throw – 119-03
•	 Ashton Hurst: 19th place 
4A Boys High Jump – 5-06.00
•	 Kerrigon Moore: 24th 
place 4A Girls Discus Throw 
– 61-03

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

STATE TRACK MEET

‘Blessed is an understatement’: Cold Springs wins back to back 2A 
State Championships; Local results from Cullman, Gulf Shores

The Cold Springs Eagles outpaced Reeltown by 34 points to win their second straight 2A State Championship Saturday.
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

5754 AL- Hwy 157 North
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4310

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

1615 Town Square S W
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4380

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  35077
256•352•6245

  Receive 
In-Store Specials, 
Announcements & 

View Our Weekly Ad!
Join our 

V.I.P. 
Text List!5754 AL- Hwy 157 N

Cullman, AL  
1615 Town Square S W

Cullman, AL  
780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  

EA.

$149

COOK'S SHANK 
PORTION HAM  

Hickory 
Smoked

LB.

FOOD CLUB 
VEGETABLES

14-15 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

88¢ 5for

$5
4-5 Oz. 

Selected Varieties

KNORR PASTA  
OR RICE SIDES

EA.

2ears88¢
Yellow or Bi-Color
Great on the Grill

FRESH CORN 
ON THE COB

$159

ASSORTED 
PORK CHOPS 
Fresh Bone-In Family Pack 
(Family Pk. Bone-In Center Cut Pork Chops $2.69 Lb.)

LB.

$188
24 Oz.

Selected Varieties

EA.

RAGU 
PASTA SAUCE 

4for

$5
14-16.5 Oz. Selected Varieties 

or 18-18.3 Oz. Brownie Mix

DUNCAN HINES CAKE 
MIX OR FROSTING

$588
Fresh 

From Florida

SEEDLESS 
WATERMELONS

EA.

Prices Effective - Wednesday, May 8 through Tuesday, May 14, 2024
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KRETSCHMAR 
COLBY CHEESE

Deli Sliced

$679
LB.

LEONARD'S 
COCONUT CAKE

or Chocolate
28 Oz.

$1359
EA.

MOTHER'S DAY 
COOKIE 

12 Inch
Decorated

$1249
EA.

CHARTER RESERVE
HAM

All Varieties
Deli Sliced

$749
LB.

NATURAL ICE OR 
NATURAL LIGHT

15 Pk.
Cans

$1199
EA.

LEWIS BAKE SHOP 
SANDWICH BREAD

20 Oz. Loaf
White or Honey Wheat

2for
$5

GOLDEN FLAKE, UTZ 
OR ZAPP'S CHIPS

7-8 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

COCA-COLA, SPRITE 
OR MELLO YELLO 

6 Pk. 
.5 Liter Bottles

3for
$12

COORS LIGHT 
OR MILLER LITE

12 Pk.
Cans or Bottles

$1299
EA.

FRITO LAY 
DORITOS

6-10.5 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

COCA-COLA, SPRITE 
OR MELLO YELLO  

10 Pk.
7.5 Oz. Mini Cans

$499
EA.

LITTLE DEBBIE 
SNACKS
10-13.1 Oz. 

Selected Varieties

2for
$5

BLUE BELL 
ICE CREAM

Brown or Gold Rim Half  Gallon 
Selected Varieties

$699
EA.

BONELESS 
RIBEYE STEAKS

Beef 
Family Pack

$1299
LB.

GROUND 
ROUND
Fresh 85% Lean

Family Pack

$469
LB.

WHOLE 
CHICKEN

Fresh 
Springer Mountain Farms 

$199
LB.

WHOLE 
TENDERLOIN FILET

Beef
(Tenderloin Steaks $18.99 Lb.)

$1699
LB.

DEAN'S 
SAUSAGE

1 Lb. Roll
Mild or Hot

2for
$7

OSCAR MAYER 
BEEF FRANKS

15 Oz. Regular 
or Bun-Length

$399
EA.

OSCAR MAYER 
BOLOGNA

16 Oz. Red Rind 
Regular or Thick

$299
EA.

YELLOW 
ONIONS

3 Lb. Bag 
Good for Cooking

$199
EA.

DOLE 
COLESLAW

14 Oz. Quick & Easy Classic 
or Diced Southern Slaw

$199
EA.

SWEET 
STRAWBERRIES

1 Lb. Pkg. 
California Grown

$299
EA.

CHEF BOYARDEE 
PASTA

7 Oz. Microwaveable Cups or 
15 Oz. Can Selected Varieties

4for
$5

VAN CAMP'S 
BEANEE WEENEE

7 Oz.
Selected Varieties

4for
$5

FOOD CLUB 
PEANUT BUTTER

16 Oz.
Creamy or Crunchy

2for
$4

WISH-BONE 
SALAD DRESSING

15 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$4

SIMPLY DONE  
PAPER TOWELS

6 Double Rolls 
(=12 Regular Rolls)

$899
EA.

NATURE VALLEY 
GRANOLA BARS

or General Mills Cereal Bars 
5-6 Ct. Selected Varieties

2for
$6

FOOD CLUB 
POPCORN

6 Pk. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

THAT'S SMART! 
VEGETABLE OIL

40 Oz.

$299
EA.

GAIN LAUNDRY 
DETERGENT

88 Oz. Liquid or 31 Ct. Flings! 
Selected Varieties

$999
EA.

FOOD CLUB 
TOASTER PASTRIES

11 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$3

KRAFT 
CHEESE

5-8 Oz. Chunks, Crumbles or 
Shredded Selected Varieties

4for
$10

BLUE BONNET 
SPREAD

15 Oz. 
Original

2for
$4

TOTINO'S 
PIZZA ROLLS

100 Ct. Pepperoni 
or Combination

$999
EA.

PICTSWEET 
CREAMED CORN

16 Oz. Chub
Golden or White

3for
$5

PEPSI, MTN DEW, DR PEPPER, STARRY, 
SUNDROP, 7•UP, A&W OR RC COLA

12 Pk.
12 Oz. Cans

2for
$11

INNOVASIAN 
ENTREES

16-18 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$599
EA.

PILLSBURY 
BISCUITS
5 Ct. Flaky Layers 
Selected Varieties

2for
$3

HOT 
POCKETS

8-9 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$4

RUFFLES 
POTATO CHIPS

7-9 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$8

LEWIS BAKE SHOP 
HAMBURGER BUNS

15 Oz., 6 Ct.
5-Inch

2for
$6

ON THE BORDER 
TORTILLA CHIPS

8-12 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

DAILY'S 
FROZEN COCKTAILS 

10 Oz. Pouch
Ready to Drink

5for
$10

POWERADE 
SPORTS DRINKS

28 Oz. 
Bottles

99¢
EA.

DASANI 
WATER

24 Pk. 
.5 liter Bottles

$599
EA.

MENAGE A 
TROIS WINE 

750 mL Bottle
Sweets or Blends

$999
EA.



5THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
MAY 7, 2024

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
MAY 7, 2024 COMMUNITY MATTERS

STARKVILLE, Miss. — Al-
abama baseball earned a 10-5 
victory over 16th-ranked 
Mississippi State on Sunday 
afternoon at Dudy Noble 
Field. Following the win on 
getaway day, the 17th-ranked 
Crimson Tide is now 29-18 
overall and 10-14 in South-
eastern Conference play.
	 Alabama plated four in 
the second before State an-
swered with one in the home 
half of that inning. The Tide 
then widened the gap with 
three in the fifth and one in 
the sixth to make it 8-1 headed 
to the seventh. Following the 
stretch, Mississippi State was 
able to put up two in the sev-
enth and a pair in the eighth 
but single tallies for Alabama 
in both the eighth and ninth 
ensured the 10-5 win.
	 The Crimson Tide bats 
recorded 12 hits on the day 

with eight of the nine start-
ers registering at least one 
knock. Ian Petrutz led in hits 
with a 3-for-4 effort while 
Justin Lebron and Max Grant 
each recorded two-hit days. 
One of Grant's knocks was a 
three-run homer while Bryce 
Eblin also recorded a home 
run, his a solo shot.
	 Braylon Myers (2-1) 
picked up the win with 3.0 
relief frames. He followed 
starter Ben Hess, who gave 
the Tide a solid outing. The 
junior allowed one run on 
four hits and one walk with 
four strikeouts in 4.0 innings 
before turning it over to his 
pen.

From Head Coach Rob 
Vaughn
"This was a really good team 
effort against a Mississippi 
State team that is playing 
some of the best baseball 
in the country right now. I 
am really proud of our kids 

for how they bounced back 
and were able to salvage this 
game.
	 "Obviously, we did not 
come here to take just one 
game, but with the circum-
stances and the hand in 
which we were dealt, I was 
pretty proud of the way that 
we competed out there."

How it happened
•	 T2 | The Tide loaded 
the bases to start the inning 
before a groundout to first 
from Bryce Eblin pushed 
across a run. With two still 
aboard, Max Grant homered 
to the corner in right. (4-0, 
Alabama)
•	 B2 | Logan Kohler hit 
a solo home run. (4-1, Ala-
bama)
•	 T5 | The Tide loaded the 
bases to start the inning once 
again. Then, with one down, a 
hard-hit ball off the bat of TJ 
McCants resulted in an error 
at third, allowing two runs to 

score and putting men at first 
and second. William Hamiter 
followed with an RBI-single 
up the middle. (7-1, Alabama)
•	 T6 | Justin Lebron led off 
with a single and moved to 
third thanks to an Ian Petrutz 
single followed by a fielder's 
choice. The Tide leadoff man 
then came home on a single 
by Mac Guscette. (8-1, Ala-
bama)
•	 B7 | Solo home runs from 
Connor Hujsak and Kohler 
added a pair for State. (8-3, 
Alabama)
•	 T8 | Lebron was hit by 
the pitch and moved first-
to-third on a Petrutz single. 
Kade Snell followed with a 
sacrifice fly in the next at-bat 
to widen the gap. (9-3, Ala-
bama)
•	 B8 | Three hits led to two 
runs for the Bulldogs before 
the weather delay. (9-5, Ala-
bama)
•	 T9 | A solo home run from 
Eblin added an insurance 

run. (10-5, Alabama)
Postgame Notes
•	 Today's game was sus-
pended for 40 minutes due to 
lightning.
•	 Alabama finished with 12 
hits and has recorded dou-
ble-digit hits in 31 contests 
this season, including 14 SEC 
pairings.
•	 Eight of Alabama's nine 
starters notched at least one 
hit in the game.
•	 UA has homered in 34 
games this season and has hit 
two-or-more roundtrippers 
in 26 of those matchups.
•	 The Crimson Tide ac-
cumulated 10 runs and has 
scored double-digit runs 19 
times.
•	 All nine starters contrib-
uted at least one run scored.
•	 Justin Lebron extended 
his hitting streak to 11 games. 
During that stretch, Lebron 
is batting .420 (21-50) with 
three doubles, six home runs, 
14 RBI, 15 runs and three hit-

by-pitch.
•	 Kade Snell has now re-
corded a hit in nine straight 
contests. Over the streak, the 
redshirt junior is batting .421 
(16-38) with two doubles, one 
homer, nine RBI, eight runs 
scored, one walk and a hit-by-
pitch.
•	 Snell has also reached 
base safely in each of his last 
13 games.
•	 Ian Petrutz moved his 
hitting streak to six games. 
During that time, the junior 
has maintained a .476 (10-21) 
average with two doubles, 
three RBI, five runs, three 
walks and five-hit-by-pitch.

Alabama is scheduled to 
return to action on Tuesday, 
May 7, when the team heads 
to Troy for its final midweek 
of the 2024 season. The 
Crimson Tide and Trojans 
are set for a 6 p.m. first pitch 
at Riddle-Pace Field with the 
game airing on ESPN+.

Alex Thompson
UA Athletics

Steady offense leads Alabama to 10-5 win over No. 16 Mississippi State

GOOD HOPE, Ala. — Good 
Hope senior Dakota Overton 
is preparing to graduate later 
this month and in this inter-
view he discussed his stellar 
career on the basketball court 
and the baseball field during 
his years at Good Hope High 
School.
	 "One of my favorite mem-
ories was during my 11th 
grade year, when we went to 
the mountains for a Christ-
mas tournament. We shot 
at a local gym for our team 
practice, and then, on the way 
back to our cabin, we were 
snowed in the car. After wait-
ing for the roads to get better, 
we decided that we would all 
just walk to our cabins and 
leave the cars in a parking 
lot, which was fairly close. 
The snow was still falling, 
and everyone was laughing 
and goofing off, until we got 
back to the cabin, which was 
close to two miles away from 
the parking lot," Overton 
said. "Another great memory 
was from this year. Our game 
against West Point was de-
layed 30 minutes, and every-
one ran to their cars in the 
rain. Once the game started, 
it just felt like all of us came 
together, and it was the most 
fun I've had since I was a kid."
	 Overton played with so 
many great guys and under 
some amazing coaches 
during his career.
	 "I feel like throughout 
my basketball career, I have 
gotten the opportunity to 
play with and practice against 
some of the best players that 
have come through Good 
Hope. This made being a 
point guard easier for me, 
because I knew that I could 
always depend on my guys 
to show up and play their 
heart out for me and my 
teammates. There was a lot 
of great players growing up 
while I played baseball, and 
just getting to know them at 
practice and realizing that I. 
too, would one day, have to 
step up and be a leader made 
me want to fill their shoes 
even more."
	 He added, "Coaching was 
great throughout both sports 
at Good Hope. The main 
point that they tried to prove 
to us was that we should be 
great young men and follow-
ers of Christ. Any time we 
would get ready for a game, 
we would pray. They wanted 
the best for us always and 
showed me they will be there 
for me throughout my whole 
life, and they are always one 
call away. My basketball 
coaches always let me know 
how much I mean to them 
and show me that they truly 
care about my future, and 
they want the best for me. 
My baseball coaches always 
tell me to keep being myself 
and let me know how much 
I mean to the teams I am on. 
They gave me so many life 
lessons and taught me how 
to be a better teammate and 

player, but the best thing was 
making sure I grew closer 
to God. I learned that Jesus 
Christ is my Lord and Savior, 
and that no one is perfect, but 
realizing Jesus is the only one 
who lived a perfect life and 
died a terrible death for our 
sins, is the only way that we 
can be saved."
	 Overton talked about his 
favorite basketball and base-
ball memory, and what he will 
remember and miss the most 
about playing sports.
	 "My favorite basketball 
memory that happened on 
the court was when we won 
the county championship 
this year. When the game was 
ending, we were just looking 
around, and we saw all the 
fans and everyone else cheer-
ing us on. My favorite base-
ball memory would have to 
be when our pitchers would 
be playing really good, and I 
would remember singing a 
song kind of quiet.
	 "My teammates would 
hear me and then, we would 
all be singing in the dugout 
while we were hitting," he 
said. "I will miss being with 
the underclassmen every 
day and just spending time 
with them and all of my close 
friends that I see every day 
at school. I will cherish the 
memories and friends I made 
from these sports forever."
	 He had so many great 
memories during his time in 
high school, but one really 
sticks out to him. Good Hope 
will always hold a special 
place in his heart.
	 "Every day there, there 
was something different, just 
because of all of the good 
people we have. The more 
I think about high school, 

the only things that feel so 
special are my senior memo-
ries. It is funny how all of the 
other years seem so distant 
now that I am a senior. My 
favorite memory would have 
to be when the senior team 
I was on won the volleyball 
tournament during home-
coming week, and that whole 
week was just filled with fun. 
Everyone had so many smiles 
and wasn't worried about 
anything then," he said. 
	 "Good Hope is so special, 
because no matter what you 
want to do or the struggles 
you have, no one will treat 
you differently.
	 "Everyone is so friend-
ly and kind. The teachers 
always want what is best for 
the students and will try to 
work with you on the things 
you don't understand. Every-
one in our community loves 
our sports teams, and it truly 
shows and brings our com-
munity together. That is what 
makes Good Hope so special 
to me."
	 He will deeply miss being 
a Raider next year and was a 
huge role model for a lot of 
the younger kids. He had a lot 
of role models during his high 
school career.
	 "I will remember all of 
the fun times I had with my 
friends and being able to 
create so many friendships 
over the years. I will miss 
seeing everyone on a daily 
basis and being around my 
friends all of the times," he 
said. "I try to treat everyone 
how I would like to be treated, 
no matter who it is. I feel like 
if I could just hold the door 
for even one person a day, or 
maybe even talk to someone 
about their day, or give them 

a smile, that I could make a 
difference in someone's day. I 
feel like it was very important 
to me to be that person and 
knowing that made me want 
to be an even better person 
and follower of Christ."
	 He added, "There are 
so many different people I 
could name, but a couple 
of guys I still keep in touch 
with are Charlie O'Neil and 
Colton Lindsey. Those guys 
were always such Godly men 
and would push me to better 
myself daily, and it really 
helped me get to where I am 
today. All of my coaches are 
role models to me alongside 
my mom, who works in the 
office as our secretary. She 
has helped me in so many 
ways, and I love her for ev-
erything she does and all the 
work she does for our school."
	 He gave some advice 
to those students that will 
be starting high school in 
August, and to those people 
that want to get to where he's 
at right now.
	 "Try to have as much fun 
as you can, and don't try to 
wish it away. While you are 
in the moment or in class 
that day, it may feel like you'll 
never reach the end goal of 
graduating, but it will sneak 
up on you and before you 
know it, you will be graduat-
ing and starting your own life 
outside of school," he said. 
"Just be yourself and not let 
anyone try and tell them they 
aren't able to do something. 
Try to always find the good in 
every situation and make the 
best of what you have."

	 He was in a couple of clubs 
and learned so many things 
during that experience. He 
accepted a scholarship to go 
to Wallace State and was so 
happy when he got his first 
scholarship. He learned a lot 
about himself during his time 
as a Raider.
	 "It was a lot of fun being in 
the Pep Club, and I was able 
to get into every home game 
to the sports I did not play 
in. National Honors Society 
was also very fun, because I 
was able to meet new people 
around the county when we 
all met in Fairview for an 

event," he said. "I'll be attend-
ing Wallace State to get my 
two-year degree, and then, 
I'll go to a four-year college to 
get my Electrical Engineering 
Degree. I felt ecstatic when I 
got my first scholarship and 
even though it wasn't a lot of 
money, I felt good that I was 
able to get any kind of money 
just to help with college. I 
feel like I learned a lot about 
myself and what I wanted to 
do in the long run. I learned 
how to work with others, and 
try to not only make myself 
succeed, but help others suc-
ceed as well."

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

PREP SPORTS

‘I will cherish the memories and friends I made from 
these sports forever’: Dakota Overton recaps Raider years

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Good Hope’s Dakota Overton
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Legal Notice 
Surplus property of Wallace State Community College (Hanceville Campus) will be offered for sale on the website 
www.govdeals.com Various sales will occur on this website, please check the www.govdeals.com website weekly to see any 
current sales. This is a government auction website and you MUST be registered on the website to bid on any items. You may view 
the surplus property to be sold without registration. The govdeals.com website will contain detailed information including 
descriptions and photos. Items may be inspected by APPOINTMENT ONLY: Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Contact 
Wesley Sams at inventory@wallacestate.edu to schedule any appointments. All items listed are to be sold “AS IS, WHERE IS”. 
Wallace State Community College reserves the right to reject any or all bids.  

Notice of Sale 
   Tuesday, May 21, 2024, Nunnelley’s Storage, Highway 67 South, 
Somerville, Alabama 35670 will sell contents of the following units at 
10:00 a.m.: 
   Unit #71 Jeffery J. Davey, 1367 Center Springs Road, Somerville, 
Alabama 35670. 
   Unit #93 Adrienne Cole, PO Box 232, Somerville, Alabama 35670. 
   Unit #70-117 John Commins, 1207 16 Avenue Southeast, Decatur, 
Alabama 35601. 
  Unit #50, James Pendergrass, 263A, Hobbs Road, Hartselle, Alabama 
35640. 
 
       

Gulf State Park Pier 
repairs reach milestone

The reconstruction 
of the Gulf State 
Park Pier reached a 
milestone recently 

when the walkway to the oc-
tagon on the end was partial-
ly completed.
	 Lamar Pendergrass, the 
South Region operations 
supervisor for the Alabama 
Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources’ 
(ADCNR) State Parks Divi-
sion, said missing pilings and 
decking components have 
been replaced all the way to 
the octagon, which will allow 
construction workers much 
easier access to the entire 
1,544-foot pier.
	 “You can actually make 
it out to the octagon now,” 
Pendergrass said. “I saw the 
barge parked at Alabama 
Point, which means the 
workers can get to the octa-
gon without having to use 
the barge. That’s really a plus 
for us right now. Some of the 
girders had to have repair 
work done with the grout ma-
terial to give them strength 
and stability. Getting that 
decking back down will allow 
them to start working on the 
handrails and things of that 
nature. That will expedite the 
process.”
	 Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resourc-
es Commissioner Chris 
Blankenship is pleased with 
recent developments at Gulf 
State Park.
	 “There is a tremendous 
amount of work underway 
in our State Parks, especially 
at Gulf State Park,” he said. 
“I am glad to see the pier 
repair progressing along. It 
was exciting to reopen the 20 
Lakeside Cabins and expand 
the offerings at Romar Beach 
Access last week. All of us will 
be so glad to reopen the pier 
later this summer. It will be 
fabulous!”
	 Plumbers were assessing 
what work would need to be 
done to replace and update 

components from the middle 
section, called the T, to the 
octagon. Electricians were 
also on-site to determine the 
extent of the repairs needed.
	 “We hope the tur-
tle-friendly lights are on 
order, because they are 
sometimes hard to get,” Pen-
dergrass said. “The plumbing 
and electrical work should 
begin soon because those 
components will all be under 
the deck panels.”
	 The light poles for the tur-
tle-friendly lights are about 
10 feet tall. The lights will be 
LED lights that have six-inch 
shields to block portions of 
the light beam. A dimmer will 
be used during turtle nesting 
season so the light output can 
be lowered even more. There 
will still be enough light for 
people who fish. The tur-
tle-friendly lighting will also 
be used in the parking lot.
	 To lay the groundwork 
for replacing the pilings, 
the initial work at the pier 
was removing the pilings 
from a 200-foot section that 
succumbed to the crashing 
waves of Hurricane Sally in 
2020 and fell into the Gulf.
	 MD Thomas Construc-
tion, which had completed 
the $2.4 million renovation 
to the pier just prior to Sal-
ly’s damage, was awarded the 
$13.6 million repair contract. 
Removing those downed pil-
ings was not an easy task.
	 “For recovering the pil-
ings, they had both a regular 
barge and a jack-up barge, 
which really made it a lot 
easier to get into position to 
do the work,” Pendergrass 
said. “They actually had to go 
down and jet the sand away 
from the piles to provide a 
way to hook up straps and lift 
them onto the barge, carry 
them to the landing and carry 
them to their final destina-
tion. Once they had the old 
piles recovered, they start-
ed barging in the new piles. 
Those were jetted down to a 
certain depth and then ham-
mered into the final position 
to get them all lined up. There 

were 18 misplaced, damaged 
or broken piles.”
	 ADCNR applied to use 
the retrieved concrete pieces 
to build a reef in Alabama’s 
unparalleled Artificial Reef 
Zones, but the request was 
denied by FEMA. 
	 As usual, the weather 
played a role in the amount 
of work that could be done 
with barges, but Pendergrass 
said delays were pretty much 
minimal.
	 “There were several days 
where they might work half a 
day and then have to take the 
barge back to Perdido Pass 
and leave it there,” he said. 
“That takes time and effort to 
move to one area and bring it 
back. And the jack-up barge 
had to go in for repairs and 
was out of commission for a 
little more than two weeks. 
But once that jack-up barge 
was back, they were able to 
put the remaining piles in 
place, and it was all finished 
by April 1.”
	 Pendergrass said current 
plans are to restore the oc-
tagon, which was extremely 
popular with the diehard 
pier fishing community, to 
pre-Sally condition. That in-
cludes restoring the 50-foot 
by 24-foot observation deck 
at the octagon, which will 
allow visitors and sightseers 
to observe fishing activity as 
well as experience the educa-
tional component of the pier 
from a new vantage point.
	 An Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) certified 
lift will be on one side of the 
observation deck with stairs 
on the opposite side. Pender-
grass said the ADA lift will be 
operated only by pier person-
nel.
	 “There will be at least one 
change,” he said. “Previously 
we had a red line that went 
around the octagon that sep-
arated the fishermen from 
the sightseers. We think with 
the observation deck, it will 
provide a lot better place to 
view the fishing activity.”
	 Pendergrass, who also 
oversaw the previous ren-

ovations, said new railings 
constructed of the durable 
ipe (pronounced eepay) wood 
will be replaced in the 200-
foot section that collapsed as 
well as on the octagon.
	 “With the addition of the 
decking out to the octagon, 
they know what they’re doing 
because they’ve done it twice 
now,” he said. “Once every-
thing underneath the deck-
ing is completed, I anticipate 
the work will pick up speed so 
we can get the pier opened as 
soon as possible.
	 “The target date for 
reopening the pier is late 
summer unless the weather 
turns really, really bad.”
	 Commissioner Blanken-
ship and Pendergrass were 
also recently on hand for the 
ribbon cutting for the cabins 
on Lake Shelby at Gulf State 
Park. Hurricane Sally de-
stroyed 17 cabins on the lake. 
Those were rebuilt and three 
new cabins were added for a 
total of 20. 
	 “Hurricane Sally literally 
picked up the roofs on some of 

the cabins and set them down 
on the ground,” Pendergrass 
said. “The 10 Eagle Cottages 
on the lake sustained much 
less damage from the hurri-
cane and, with minor repairs, 
remained open to rent.”
	 The new cabins are top-
notch with two bedrooms, 
two baths and a bunk room 
for children with a TV for 
entertainment. Also new is a 
laundry room with a washer 
and dryer underneath each 
cabin. The cabins can be 
booked online at www.eagle-
cottagesatgsp.com.
	 “We also renovated four 
woodside cabins nestled back 
in woods,” Pendergrass said. 
“These are one-bedroom 
cabins. We spent a good bit of 
money renovating those.”
	 Also, Gulf State Park’s 
Hugh Branyon Backcoun-
try Trail continues to reign 
as the top recreational trail 
in the country in the 2024 
USA TODAY 10Best Readers' 
Choice Awards, the second 
year in a row the trail has re-
ceived the recognition.

	 The Alabama Gulf Coast 
trail prevailed over nine 
other trails located through-
out the United States, includ-
ing the 78-mile Greenbrier 
River Trail in West Virginia, a 
former railroad now used for 
hiking, biking and horseback 
riding, and Missouri’s 240-
mile Katy Bike Trail, one of 
the longest Rails-to-Trails 
projects in the country.
	 Gulf State Park’s Romar 
Beach Access area has re-
opened with a new bath-
house, 40 additional parking 
spots and a shower on the 
boardwalk out to the beach.
	 At Gulf State Park Pavil-
ion, the facility is receiving a 
complete facelift, with make-
overs for the restrooms and 
bridal room.
	 On the north end of 
Mobile Bay, Meaher State 
Park on Battleship Parkway 
(Causeway) is also in the 
middle of renovations, with 
$7.5 million allocated for 
campground expansion, new 
cabins and an administration 
building.

David Rainer
Ala. Dept. of Conservation and Nat. Resources
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 ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
 

Separate sealed bids for the construction of Town of Colony Road Resurfacing Project 
CDBG Project No. SM-CM-PF-22-017  will be received  @ 65 Byars Road, Colony, Alabama 
until  10:00  o’clock  A.M. , C.D.S.T.  May 29 , 2024, and then at said office publicly opened 
and read aloud. 
 
The Notice to Bidders, Form of Bid, Form of Contract, Plans, Specifications, and Forms of Bid 
Bond, Performance and Payment Bond, and other Contract Documents are open to public 
inspection at the office of SENTELL ENGINEERING, INC., 639 Black Bears Way, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama.  Copies may be obtained by calling Tuscaloosa Blueprint at (205) 752-9825 and 
request the plans and upon a payment of Fifty Dollars  ($  50.00   ).  All checks shall be made 
payable to Tuscaloosa Blueprint.  No refunds will be given for plans. 
 
Each bidder must deposit with his bid, security in the amount, form, and subject to the 
conditions provided in the Notice to Bidders. 
 
Pre-Bid Conference 
A pre-bid conference for the project will be held on   May 22, 2024  @_10:00_         
o’clock_A.M._ located at 65 Byars Road, Colony, Alabama 35077 
 
The successful bidder will be required to furnish in satisfactory form, within ten (10) days of 
Notice of Award to Contract: 
 
(a) A Performance Bond for one hundred percent (100%) of the total amount of the 

contract price. 
 
(b) A Payment Bond for one hundred percent (100%) of the total amount of the contract 

price. 
 
(c) Adequate Public Liability and Workmen's Compensation Insurance. 
 
The attention of all bidders is called to the provisions of State Law governing "General 
Contractors" as set forth in Chapter Eight of Title Thirty Four of the 1975 code of Alabama as 
amended. 
 
All BIDDERS must comply with the requirement of the Contractor’s Licensing Law of the 
State of Alabama and be certified for the type of work for which a proposal is submitted. The 
submission of the BIDDER’s current State of Alabama License number will be required before 
his/her BID will be received or considered and shall be written on the outside of the envelope 
in which Bid is submitted. 
 
All Bids must be plainly marked on the outside of the envelope:  

BID FOR: Town of Colony Resurfacing Project 
Project No. SM-CM-PF-22-017 
Opening at Town of Colony Town Hall 
  

Attention to Bidders is particularly called to the requirements as to conditions of employment 
to be observed and minimum wages to be paid under the contract, Section 3, Segregated 
Facility, Section 109 & E.O. 11246. 
 
No Bidder may withdraw his bid within 60 days after the actual date of the opening thereof. 
The owner reserves the right to waive any informalities or to reject any and all bids. 

 
Town of Colony, Alabama  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VINEMONT, Ala. — A Leap 
of Faith Equestrian Center 
LLC in Vinemont invites 
the community to its second 
annual Picnic with Ponies 
event, set for May 18, from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. This family 
friendly event promises a day 
full of activities, music and 
food for all ages. Admission is 
$5 per car.
	 Owner and instruc-
tor Maneka Rocca shared, 
"Three things that I am pas-
sionate about in life are my 
faith, family and horses. I am 
so excited to host a family 

Ponies (from Front)
Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

BREMEN, Ala. — The Stony 
Lonesome Sasquatch Mud 
Run will take place this Sat-
urday, May 11, at 8 a.m. at 
Stony Lonesome OHV Park. 
	 Cullman County Parks 
and Recreation Marketing 
Director Sara Morgan said 
the department has been 
hosting the mud run for nine 
years (it was formally the 
Mud Run). One thing that 
makes the race popular is 
that it is beginner friendly. 
	 “We have a couple of ob-
stacles, but you can always 
choose to bypass if you're not 
comfortable in doing them,” 
Morgan said. “We also have a 
1-mile fun run if you’re not up 
to the 5K distance.”
	 Some of the obstacles, ac-
cording to Morgan, are rope 
climbs, mud crawls, big hills 

Run (from Front)
Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

cupcakes. 
	 “It’s the first cake I made; 
it’s a moist lemon cake with 
fresh blueberries mixed in 

Vivi B Bakes (from Front)
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Obituary Announcements: May 4-6
D e b o r a h 
Lititia Self, 69
Memorial service 
for Deborah L. Self, 
age 69, of Cullman, is 
Friday, May 10, 2024, 
at 4 p.m. at Cullman 
Funeral Home chapel.  
Full obituary for 
Deborah to follow. 
Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored 
to serve the family. 
Please visit www.
cullmanfuneralhome.
com to sign 
online guestbook.

Bruce K. 
Whisenant, 64
Memorial Service for 
Bruce Whisenant, age 
64, will be at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 11, 2024, 
at Ryan Baptist Church 
with Terry Hudson 
officiating. Visitation 
will be from noon - 1 
p.m. on Saturday, 

May 11, 2024, at Ryan 
Baptist Church. Mr. 
Whisenant passed 
away on Sunday, May 5, 
2024, at his residence. 
He was born Saturday, 
Jan. 9, 1960, to Billy 
Gene Whisenant and 
Gisele Whisenant. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents. 
Survivors include 
his wife, Camilla 
Whisenant; daughter 
April (John) Amburgy; 
son, Alex Whisenant; 
stepson, Kevin Gean; 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
William and Gisele 
Amburgy; brothers, 
Steve Whisenant, 
Phillip (Lisa) 
Whisenant and Patrick 
Whisenant and a host 
of nieces, nephews, 
family and friends. 
Mr. Whisenant was 
employed for 38 years 
by the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers and 
retired in 2020. He 
attended Ryan School 
and Brewer High 
School, Class of 1978. 
He received a Bachlor's 
degree in Chemical 
Engineering from the 
University of Alabama, 
Huntsville in 1984. 
Bruce had a lifelong 
love of the outdoors. 
From a young age, 
he enjoyed spending 
time in the seat of 
a tractor. He loved 
spending time with 
his wife and children, 
riding four wheelers, 
boating on the river, 
going to thrift stores 
and antique shops and 
visiting with family 
and friends. Bruce 
remained faithful 
and courageous 
during his 2-year 
battle with cancer.
He was loved dearly 

and will be missed. 
In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be 
made to Children's 
Hospital of Alabama 
at secure.childrensal.
org Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge 
of arrangements.

Betty Bishop, 71
Mrs. Bishop age 
71, passed away on 
Sunday, May 5, 2024, 
at her residence. She 
was born Thursday, 
June 12, 1952, to Hollis 
Henry and Ruth Henry. 
She was preceded in 
death by her, parents. 
Survivors include 
her sister, Ann Bolte. 
A private memorial 
service will be held at 
a later date for family.

James Marshall 
Holmes, 75

James Marshall 
Holmes, age 75, of 
Hanceville, Alabama 
passed away on 
Monday, May 6, 2024. 
James was born in 
Birmingham, Alabama 
on March 28, 1949, to 
Porter Clarence and 
Virginia Lucille Rascoe 
Holmes. He is preceded 
in death by his parents, 
brothers: Porter 
Lavone Holmes, Jerry 
Lamar Holmes, sisters-
in-law: Sue Holmes 
and Jenny Holmes. 
Mr. Holmes worked for 
Nearen Construction 
for 30 plus years. 
Mr. Holmes was a 
decorated combat 
soldier who served in 
the United States Army 
in Vietnam in 1969. Mr. 
Holmes served in Short 
Range Reconnaissance 
(SURPS) attached to 
the Americal Division. 

Funeral services are 
Friday May 10, 2024, at 
Moss Service Funeral 
Home Chapel at 1 p.m. 
Interment will follow 
services in Cullman 
Memory Gardens. 
Survivors are: son: 
Mark (Katrina) 
Stephens, brothers: 
Larry Wayna (Donna) 
Holmes, Roger Dale 
(Terri) Holmes, 
grandchildren: John 
Mark Stephens, 
Annabelle Stephens, 
Elizabeth Standifer, 
a host if nieces and 
nephews, friend: 
Ashley Nerkry Mills. 
Visitation will be on 
Thursday May 9, 2024, 
from 6 p.m. until 8 
p.m. at Moss Service 
Funeral Home. Please 
share condolences 
and memories with 
the family at www.
m o s s s e r v i c e f h . c o m

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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VINEMONT, Ala. — A Leap 
of Faith Equestrian Center 
LLC in Vinemont invites 
the community to its second 
annual Picnic with Ponies 
event, set for May 18, from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. This family 
friendly event promises a day 
full of activities, music and 
food for all ages. Admission is 
$5 per car.
	 Owner and instruc-
tor Maneka Rocca shared, 
"Three things that I am pas-
sionate about in life are my 
faith, family and horses. I am 
so excited to host a family 

day at our farm for our com-
munity to enjoy horse rides, 
games, inflatables, good food 
from local food trucks and 
live music."
	 Picnic with Ponies will 
feature a variety of activities 
designed to engage attendees 
of all ages.
	 Horse rides around the 
scenic pond are available for 
$5 per rider, while attendees 
can also enjoy inflatables, 
volleyball, badminton, corn-
hole and other yard games.
	 Adding to the festivities, 
the Crooked Creek Band will 
perform live, bringing a play-
list full of 90s country music 
to the farm.

	 A selection of food trucks 
will also be on-site, including 
Big Barts BBQ, Beto’s Taco 
and More, Alabama Mud 
Coffee and Candy Ice. Ven-
dors are welcome to join the 
event as well.
	 Reflecting on what makes 
the event special, Rocca ex-
plained, "Picnic with Ponies 
was originally inspired by our 
love of being on the farm with 
our family.
	 "We also believe everyone 
that joins us for riding les-
sons and trail rides becomes 
a part of our ‘ALOF Family.’
	 "We wanted to give an op-
portunity to our community 
to enjoy a family fun day with 

us, too!”
	 Last year's inaugural 
event set a high standard, 
with many attendees eagerly 
anticipating this year's edi-
tion.
	 "Last year’s event went 
really well to be our first 
event.
	 "We had several people 
asking at the beginning of the 
year if we would be putting it 
on again. We are hoping even 
more families join us this 
year," Rocca noted.
	 The event not only serves 
as a fun day out, but also 
aligns with the mission of 
A Leap of Faith Equestrian 
Center, which was founded in 

2018 with a vision to provide 
a fun and safe environment 
for all ages to pursue their 
horsemanship goals. 
	 “A Leap of Faith Eques-
trian Center was a God-giv-
en dream of mine and was 
established in 2018. We give 
lessons, trail rides, board 
horses and host horse shows 
and birthday parties.
	 "Our mission is to provide 
a fun and safe environment 
for all ages to pursue their 
horsemanship goals.
	 "Eventually, our dream is 
to also offer equine therapy 
for kids in the foster system 
and others struggling with 
trauma, PTSD, bereavement, 

grief, etc.,“ Rocca shared.
	 For those interested in 
more details about the event 
or looking to get involved, 
contact Rocca directly at 
256-531-7543, via email at 
alofequestrian@gmail.com 
or through A Leap of Faith 
Equestrian Center’s Face-
book page.
	 Rocca concluded, "I 
always work the horse rides 
around the pond, and I abso-
lutely love seeing everyone 
excited to ride. It melts my 
heart to watch new riders 
discover a love of horses and 
to hear previous riders rem-
inisce on childhood memo-
ries." 

Ponies (from Front)
Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

BREMEN, Ala. — The Stony 
Lonesome Sasquatch Mud 
Run will take place this Sat-
urday, May 11, at 8 a.m. at 
Stony Lonesome OHV Park. 
	 Cullman County Parks 
and Recreation Marketing 
Director Sara Morgan said 
the department has been 
hosting the mud run for nine 
years (it was formally the 
Mud Run). One thing that 
makes the race popular is 
that it is beginner friendly. 
	 “We have a couple of ob-
stacles, but you can always 
choose to bypass if you're not 
comfortable in doing them,” 
Morgan said. “We also have a 
1-mile fun run if you’re not up 
to the 5K distance.”
	 Some of the obstacles, ac-
cording to Morgan, are rope 
climbs, mud crawls, big hills 

and some balancing challeng-
es.
	 “This is the ONLY event 
of its kind locally – playing in 
the mud is always a fun time,” 
Morgan said. “The rock 
garden is one of my favorites 
spots because it’s so unique 
and fun to climb. Just when 
you think you can’t climb 
higher you just keep going. 
The mud always makes it a bit 
more challenging, but every-
one enjoys it more because it 
makes for a funny story. The 
mud crawl has been a new 
edition and we have gotten 
many laughs and compli-
ments on that obstacle. As 
always, a crowd favorite is our 
finish line – the mud slide.”
	 Morgan continued, “We 
will have mud run shirts 
available for purchase if you 
missed the T-shirt deadline. 
Registration will be open at 

6 a.m. the day of the race. We 
can’t wait to see everyone 
there.”
	 Register online at www.
eventbrite.com/e/stony-
lonesome-sasquatch-mud-
run-5k-1-mile-fun-run-tick-
ets-788228090437. You can 
also sign up at Stony Lone-
some now or on the morning 
of the run. 
	 Stony Lonesome is locat-
ed at 10075 Alabama High-
way 69 S, Bremen, AL 35033.

Run (from Front)
Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

STONY LONESOME

cupcakes. 
	 “It’s the first cake I made; 
it’s a moist lemon cake with 
fresh blueberries mixed in 

and topped with a delicious 
lemon cream cheese icing,” 
Brock said. 
	 The novice baker is look-

ing at every order as a means 
to improvement, knowing 
that each one sharpens her 
skills, taking them one step 

closer to perfection. 
	 She smiled and says, 
“I'm really all about push-
ing myself and consistently 

getting better. "I don’t know 
what the future holds, but 
for now, I'm just enjoying ev-
erything.” Brock’s cakes are 

available at her pop-up shops, 
or they can be found and or-
dered on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/vivibbakes.

Vivi B Bakes (from Front)
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

Lauren Agnello of Cullman receives UA Department of Art and Art History Outstanding Student Award

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — The 
UA Department of Art and 
Art History is proud to an-
nounce the six recipients 
of our Outstanding Student 
Awards for academic year 
2023-2024, awarded in rec-
ognition of their exemplary 
dedication and commit-
ment to academic or artistic 
achievement, during Honors 
Day ceremonies on April 5, 
2024. These awards are the 
department's most presti-
gious of the year, given only 
to a single graduate and un-
dergraduate student in each 
of our degree programs in 
art history (BA, MA), graphic 
design (BFA), and studio art 
(BA, BFA, MFA).

Outstanding Undergradu-
ate Student Award in Art 
History: Daphne Shearer
Daphne Abbie Shearer is a 
graduating senior double 
major in art history and 
studio art from Memphis, 
Tennessee. Shearer is also 
in the accelerated master's 
program (AMP) in art history 
and is pursuing a graduate 
certificate in museum stud-
ies. She was awarded the Julie 
Peake Holaday Memorial En-
dowed Scholarship and the 
Carol B. Merkle Endowed 
Scholarship. After earning 
her MA in art history next 
year, Shearer hopes to begin 
an art museum career.

Outstanding Undergrad-
uate BA Student Award in 
Studio Art: Lauren Agnello
Lauren Agnello, from Cull-
man, Alabama, will earn a 
Bachelor of Arts in studio art 
and foreign languages and 
literature with an art histo-
ry minor. Agnello's awards 

include the National Italian 
American Foundation NIAF 
On Campus Fellowship 2023-
2024. She has been named to 
the President's List every 
semester since her freshman 
year. Agnello was selected to 
illustrate a children's book 
about a tropical species of 
frog - the Pumpkin Toadlet 
- and the effects of habitat 
fragmentation in the rain-
forests of Brazil for a project 
funded through the National 
Science Foundation's RIB-
BiTR (Resilience Institute 
Bridging Biological Training 
and Research) grant. Her 
artwork was also juried into 
the inaugural Susan N. Mc-
Collough Fine Arts Initiative 
at The University of Alabama 
Gallery in Tuscaloosa. Agnel-
lo is treasurer of the UA Ital-
ian Club and active in the UA 
Italian Outreach Program. 
She is fluent in Italian and 
hopes to continue her Italian 
and art and art history stud-
ies after graduation.

Outstanding Undergrad-
uate Student Award in 
Graphic Design: Darrell 
Shelby
Darrell Shelby, a Tuscaloosa 
native, will earn a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in graphic design 
in May. Shelby was named 
one of Graphic Design USA's 
"Students to Watch" in Feb-
ruary 2024. He said he has 
"a passion for creating brand 
identities, user experience 
and user-oriented design" 
and currently holds a graphic 
design internship with Hand 
in Paw. Assistant Professor 
Jonathan Cumberland said, 
"Darrell is an exceptional de-
signer who has been a model 
student in the program. His 
work ethic and keen sense of 
design will serve him well as 
he starts what I'm confident 

will be a successful career."

Outstanding Undergrad-
uate BFA Student Award 
in Studio Art: Samantha 
Norris
Samantha (Sam) Norris, 
from Hoover, Alabama, will 
earn a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in studio art with concentra-
tions in ceramics and sculp-
ture. Among her awards, 
Norris won the Farley Moody 
Galbraith Endowed Scholar-
ship, Elizabeth B. Bashinsky 
Endowed Art Scholarship, 
Barbara Ann Taylor Gu-
thans Endowed Scholarship, 
and Rising Tide award. Her 
research for her final BFA 
thesis exhibition, titled 
"Moth Holes," was support-
ed by a UA ASSURE grant 
and Norris was accepted to 
present at the 2024 URCA 
Conference, where she won 
the 2024 Undergraduate Re-
search and Creative Activity 
(URCA) Conference Award 
for Excellence and Achieve-
ment. Norris has worked as 
a foundry specialist at the 
UA Foundry since 2022, 
designing and fabricating 
projects for clients including 
the City of Tuscaloosa and 
Nucor. Associate Professor 
Wade MacDonald said that 
having worked with Norris 
for almost three years, "(I) 
have witnessed a remark-
able expansion of her artistic 
vision and skills in ceramics, 
woodworking, and metal 
fabrication - far surpassing 
expectations. Sam serves as 
an inspiration to both under-
graduate and graduate stu-
dents, consistently pushing 
the boundaries of her abili-
ties as an artist and thinker 
while challenging her peers 
to do the same."

Outstanding Graduate Stu-

dent Award in Art History: 
Ivy Borden
In May, after only two years, 
Ivy Borden will complete her 
Master of Arts degree in art 
history through the acceler-
ated master's program; she 
also received her BA in art 
history and Southern stud-
ies in 2023. Borden, who is 
from Birmingham, wrote her 
master's thesis, "Entangled 
among Things: Kudzu as a 
Creative Medium in Con-
temporary Southern Art," to 
explore artists' consideration 
and use of the kudzu vine 
as a reflection on Southern 
identity and ecology. She pre-
sented her research paper, 
"Creative Care: Artistic 
Action in the Stop Cop City 
Movement" at Florida State 
University's 40th Annual Art 
History Graduate Student 
Symposium in March 2024, 
and was invited to submit 
it for publication in FSU's 
peer-reviewed graduate 
journal Athanor. Borden has 
worked as a gallery assistant 
at the Kentuck Art Center, 
the Paul R. Jones Museum, 
and as a docent at UA's 
Gorgas House giving guided 
tours. She was inducted into 
Phi Beta Kappa in 2024 and 
served as vice president of 
The Guild: UA Society of Art 
History Students. After trav-
eling internationally, Borden 
said she plans to pursue doc-
toral studies in the intersec-
tions of material culture and 
eco-humanities.

Outstanding Graduate Stu-
dent Award in Studio Art: 
Nathan Childers
Nathan Childers will earn a 
Master of Fine Arts degree in 
painting in May. He focuses 
on place and queer identity 
in his work. Childers' recent 
awards are Best in Show in 

the Susan N. McCollough 
Fine Arts Initiative, The Uni-
versity of Alabama Gallery 
in Tuscaloosa; Best in Show 
in Queer Aesthetics, Missis-
sippi University for Women; 
Second Place in Positive/
Negative 38 National Juried 
Art Exhibition, Finalist for 
the AXA Art Prize-US Exhi-
bition, New York Academy 
of Art; Semi-Finalist for the 
Fulbright Open Research/
Study Award; an Individual 
Artist Small Grant from The 
Arts and Humanities Council 
of Tuscaloosa to support his 

thesis exhibition; and a Cap-
stone International Schol-
arship for study in Spain in 
2023. He also was awarded a 
UA Graduate Council Fellow-
ship and an assistantship in 
his graduate work. Childers' 
artwork was also juried into 
the Georgia Watercolor So-
ciety 42nd National Exhibi-
tion in Carrollton, Georgia; 
Ink Only III National Juried 
Print Biennial; Art Fields; 
Mark Arts Oil Painting Na-
tional Exhibition; and Kansas 
Watercolor Society National 
Exhibition. 

Stephanie Pettis
Contributor

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA

Lauren Agnello

	 The two-day festival was 
held at Depot Park and spread 
throughout the Warehouse 
District, and even enveloped 
a portion of Second Avenue 
around Cullman City Hall. 
	 Hordes of vendors flocked 
to the festival to sell and 
share their goods to the.
	 Farmers and growers 
from the region also jumped 
in to get a piece of the straw-
berry action.
	 Festhalle Farmers Market 
stayed open during the 
event, allowing tourists and 
residents alike to purchase 
fresh, locally grown produce. 
Strawberries were obvious-
ly the largest seller at the 
market, with the last bucket 
of berries going out the door 
at 3:12 p.m. Saturday, sold 

by Walnut Grove’s Umphrey 
Farm, before multiple berry 
farmers called for reinforce-
ments to help replenish the 
berry reserves.
	 Festhalle Farmers Market 
Manager Michael Grave-
man said, “We sold a record 
amount of strawberries, 
nearly 1,500 more gallons 
than any previous year.
	 "This demonstrates the 
dedication of our farmers and 
the increasing demand for 
fresh, quality strawberries.
	 "We are so thankful for 
all of our farmers and their 
commitment to meeting the 
growing demand of the festi-
val.”
	 Carnival rides allowed 
children of all ages (yes, 
even the grown-up ones) to 

swirl and shout at the tops of 
their lungs on the thrill rides. 
Depot Park was transformed 
into a sleek venue with fur-
niture and seating to accom-
modate the massive stage 
that housed the weekend’s 
big-name performers. 
	 Day one of the festival 
was full of food, shopping and 
sunshine, with the festival 
opening at 9 a.m. and running 
until 11 p.m., providing a full 
day of fun and entertainment. 
	 Day two of the festival 
saw attendees in the festival's 
competitions; this year, with 
the expanded timeframe and 
venue, the baking, eating and 
drinking competitions, as 
well as the Puppy Pawgeant, 
were all held at the Wallace 
State Community College 

sponsored Fresh Picks Stage 
near the Festhalle. 
	 The beginning competi-
tions were all food and bev-
erage related; the strawberry 
baking contest was packed 
with delicious strawberry 
goods baked from scratch. 
	 And adults and children 
both got the chance to com-
pete in some fast fun – a 
berry drink (a nice, lukewarm 
strawberry Fanta) chuggin’ 
contest, a fresh strawber-
ry eating contest and a pie 
eating contest were all held in 
rapid succession to entertain 
the “berry” big crowd. 
	 The Fresh Picks Stage 
also saw the furriest attend-
ees in the Puppy Pawgeant, 
with three divisions based on 
size.

	 There were dogs as small 
as 3 pounds all the way up 
to Hector, a more than 120-
pound Mastiff, who was 
celebrating his birthday and 
festively dressed as a sweet, 
swollen strawberry. 
	 The late spring day was 
hot and sunny, lending the 
perfect blue sky as a backdrop 
for the daytime performers: 
Jesse Roper, Cousin Cur-
tiss, Kasey Tyndall and Eric 
Hutchinson, and ensuring 
a cool, comfortable atmo-
sphere for Easton Corbin and 
Eli Young Band, the acts that 
performed for the festival 
crowd on Saturday night. 
	 “It goes without saying 
that the success of the Ala-
bama Strawberry Festival is 
not just measured in num-

bers, but in the dedication 
and teamwork of each and 
every individual involved. 
From our hardworking team 
members to the collabora-
tion with other City depart-
ments and the unwavering 
support of our vendors, this 
collaborative achievement is 
what makes Cullman such a 
special place,” shared Cull-
man Mayor Woody Jacobs.
	 Cullman Parks, Rec-
reation & Sports Tourism 
Events Coordinator Kelly 
Pulliam said,  “We also extend 
our heartfelt gratitude to our 
sponsors whose generous 
support has been instrumen-
tal in making this event pos-
sible, showcasing the spirit 
of unity and partnership that 
defines our festival.”

Festival (from Front)


