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Inaugural Alabama Strawberry 
Festival a sweet success
CULLMAN, Ala. — One 
quick zip through the center 
of Cullman over the weekend, 
and anyone should have been 
able to tell that something big 
was happening. Traffic was 
creeping down U.S. Highway 
31 on Friday and Saturday, 

almost every car searching 
for a parking spot within 
walking distance of the Al-
abama Strawberry Festival. 
With over 40,000 visitors 
over the span of the weekend, 
the area was quite busy and 
congested with festivalgoers 
and strawberry lovers alike. 
 “With a record-crushing 
attendance of nearly 45,000 

people, this year's Alabama 
Strawberry Festival has sur-
passed all expectations. The 
overwhelming turnout is a 
testament to the festival's 
growing popularity and the 
enthusiasm of our attend-
ees,” said Cullman Parks, 
Recreation & Sports Tourism 
Executive Director Nathan 
Anderson. 

CULLMAN, Ala. — If the 
Shoe Fits held so much more 
than adorable shoes, clothing 
and accessories on Thursday, 
May 2. Vivian Brock, a recent 
Holly Pond High School 
graduate, brought her talent 
to the storefront, in the form 
of her delectable baked goods 
from Vivi B Bakes. 
 Brock had her best friend, 
Kylee Miller, in tow at the 
sale, assisting with setting up 
the freshly made and pack-
aged single cupcakes and 
assorted cupcake packs in 
flavors of chocolate, vanilla, 
strawberry and Brock’s favor-
ite, lemon blueberry, along 
with chocolate chip cookies 
and cake pops. 
 “I’m so excited to be here,” 

Brock smiled as she sold cup-
cake after cupcake. “I just 
started in January and now I 
can’t keep up sometimes!”
 In January 2024, like 
most teens, Brock was giving 
her thumbs a workout by 
scrolling on TikTok and a 
recipe that was too good to 
resist came across her algo-
rithm-chosen feed. Knowing 
her baking skills were limit-
ed, the teen threw caution to 
the wind and deciding to try 
her hand at baking the beau-
tiful and tasty-looking lemon 
blueberry cake. 
 “I decided to give it a try 
since it would not matter if 
it was an epic fail,” laughed 
Brock.
 “I made this cake and it 
turned out to be one of the 
best cakes I have ever had!”
 The next morning, a few 

members of Brock’s family 
came over to her family’s 
home to visit, eating some of 
the sweet confection. Family 
members shared their praise 
for Brock’s confections and 
cakes with their friends, and 
soon more orders came flood-
ing in for family birthday cel-
ebrations, graduation parties 
and baby showers.
 After the name Vivi B 
Bakes was settled on, Brock 
wanted her cakes to not only 
look good, but also taste good. 
Brock dove head-first into 
research and experimenting 
with decorating and creating 
cakes, creating her own flavor 
recipes and cake and frosting 
combinations.
 Her favorite creation to 
date is the cake that got her 
started, the lemon blueberry 
flavor of cakes and 
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Vivian Brock, owner of Vivi B Bakes, held her first pop-up shop 
at If the Shoe Fits on Thursday, May 2, 2024.
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Fresh, ripe strawberries from Sandlin Farm, a family 
owned farm in Holly Pond, were the focal point of 
the Alabama Strawberry Festival over the weekend. 
Pictured are Shelia Knight and Payton Sandlin.
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Going to work: 100-plus 
apply for positions at Topre  
‘It is a terrible disservice to our community, the State of 
Alabama and Topre America for a social media blog to 
disseminate unsubstantiated claims that spark controversy’

CULLMAN, Ala. — Despite 
online rumors perpetuated 

by a local blog on Wednesday, 
May 8, a group of Haitians 
was not bused into Cullman, 
though they are finishing pa-
perwork for new jobs.

	 "Applicants here appear 
to be coming to the Cullman 
Career Center from other 
north Alabama communities 
to apply through 

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Hanceville High School Soft-
ball hosted an open house 
to celebrate and show off its 
new additions to the Rayford 
Talley Athletic Training Fa-
cility Wednesday afternoon. 
Two indoor nets, a new pitch-
ing machine and additions to 
the field turf have been in-
stalled at the indoor training 
facility and the Bulldogs are 
excited to get to work with 
the new upgrades. Assistant 
coach Roxi Lee is excited to 
take advantage of the new 
facility, especially during the 
rainy spring season. It’s loca-
tion just behind the Hancev-
ille Civic Center will also 
allow the Bulldogs to include 
it in gameday preparations as 

well.
	 “This facility offers us the 
ability to practice inside if it’s 
raining or if the weather isn’t 
cooperating in the spring-
time and still have a good, 
functional practice,” Lee said. 

“Not only that, but we’re also 
able to come over here before 
ballgames and get a round of 
hitting in and our pitchers 
are able to warm up inside. 
We’re going to be able to use 
this facility as an 
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Members of the Hanceville High School Softball team are joined by 
Hanceville City Councilor Jimmie Nuss (left) and Jerry Talley (right) at 
the Rayford Talley Athletic Training Facility Wednesday.
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New additions to the Rayford Talley Athletic 
Training Facility include more field turf, two 
hitting nets and a new pitching machine.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

SOAK UP THE SAVINGS WITH BILL'S DEALS

© 2024 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

2023 GMC
DEALER OF THE YEAR

6 TIMES IN A ROW!

STK#170581

NEW 2024 GMC SIERRA 1500 
CREW CAB SHORT BOX 4-WHEEL DRIVE DENALI

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIPALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP
*No*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.tates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

$13,000
OFF!

KATIE SPICER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Mayor Windell Calloway presents a plaque to 
Baileyton Volunteer of the Year Jennifer Harlow.

Baileyton Town Council names 
Jennifer Harlow Volunteer of the Year
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported May 8

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported May 7, 2024. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS 
May 2
•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree; Wal-Mart; 
general merchandise; $95; 
Olive St. SW

May 5
•	 Harassment; person
•	 Theft of property-4th 
degree; Gamer Geeks; cards; 
$50; St. Joseph Dr. NW

May 6
•	 Theft of property-1st 
degree; AK Rentals; equip-
ment; $41,905
•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree; Wal-Mart; 
general merchandise; $49; 
Olive St. SW
•	 theft of property-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $813; Olive St. 
SW

May 7
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering of motor vehicle; 
person; miscellaneous; Hwy. 
157
•	 harassing communica-
tions; person
•	 theft of property-2nd 
degree; person; cash; $1,702
•	 harassing communica-
tions; person

ARRESTS
May 6-7
Boyd, Lacie M.; 27
•	 FTA - insurance violation
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree
•	 FTA - possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA - disorderly conduct

Jacobs, Jenny M.; 51
•	 FTA - driving under the 
influence (2 counts)
•	 FTA - insurance violation
•	 FTA - driving on the 
wrong side of the road

Kratz, Jesse P.; 43
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Smith, Daniel S.; 29
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree (2 counts)
•	 FTA - insurance violation

Hall, David R.; 68
•	 public intoxication

Willoughby, Ethan C.; 20
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana-2nd degree
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Mannery, Joshua I.; 45
•	 theft of property
•	 FTA - unauthorized use of 
a vehicle
•	 FTA - driving while li-
cense suspended

Young, Alayah L.; 21
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

Morton, Trent J.; 27
•	 FTA - driving while li-
cense suspended

McCay, Hannah M.; 24
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering a motor vehicle
•	 receiving stolen property

Garrison, James S.; 40
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree harassment

Armstrong, Tabatha L.; 38
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

Go to Labor.Alabama.gov to locate 
a center near you and bridge the gap 
of unemployment.

BEING JOBLESS IS 
DIFFICULT ENOUGH. 
Getting help to bridge 
the gap shouldn’t be.

Funding provided by USDOL. An Equal Opportunity 
Employer/Program. Auxiliary aids and services available 
upon request to individuals with disabilities.

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider “Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

This ad is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $3,686,987 

with 100 percent funding by ACL/HHS.  The contents are those of the author(s) and do not neces-
sarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

auburn.edu/AuburnAtWork

AUBURN AT WORK

$6.3
BILLION

Annual economic 
impact to the state

Maintenance Manager 
REHAU Automotive LLC, Cullman, AL.  Coordinate 
transfers and maintenance of machines and equipment and 
tools; Meet environment, safety and health requirements. 
Risk management and decision making. Maintain phys. 
plant; Advise on safety specs and compliance for machines 
and equipment; Prevent/fix unsafe conditions; REQS: 
Bachelor’s in manufacturing engineering or similar + 24 
mos. experience as Logistics Analyst or similar role. 24 mos. 
Experience in/with: data analysis and troubleshooting; MS 
SQL Server, AS/400 or successor systems, MS Excel; 
electronic data interchange in auto industry; manufacturing 
logistics in the auto industry; manufacturing execution 
systems including RFID; and 24 months experience in role 
responsible for the communication of new processes to 
factory employees (experience may be gained concurrently). 
Alt req’s: high school diploma/GED + 48 mos. exp. in/with 
all aforementioned areas/systems/roles. Mail resume to: Jana 
Schroeder, REHAU Automotive LLC. Include job title. 2424 
Industrial Dr SW, Cullman, AL 35055 

  A private individual seeks for a caregiver, 
detail-oriented House Manager to assist a 
Senior Female. Schedule is 4 days a week 
and 5 hours per day. Salary is $35/hr. Send 
email to Mark (sdedgmart@gmail.com) 
for more details. 

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om

ai170923121612_AD03-57822-HandsFree-Lamar-3.5x4.pdf   1   2/29/24   12:26 PM

SUMMERTIME!
EARN
Your local community college 
offers classes in the summer 
that transfer.

 STOP BY OR VISIT:

www.alabama.edu

in the

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Public Notice: Mt. Zion Cem-
etery
Please remove all ground flow-
ers/decorations from graves at 
Mt. Zion Cemetery at Vinemont 
(Highway 31) for spring clean-
ing and mowing.

Public Notice: Cullman 
Memory Gardens
Attention: Those of you with 
relatives or friends buried in 
Cullman Memory Gardens or 
those with lots for burial there. 
The committee (Amy Walker, 
Ron Foust, Neil Culpepper and 
Jerry Smith) have done an out-
standing job of maintaining the 
cemetery this year.  The cem-
etery is in the best condition it 
has been in years and we need 
your help to maintain it. As a 
reminder, May 12 is Mother’s 
Day and we have designated 
this weekend as Memorial 
Day for the cemetery to collect 
donations to maintain and 
further enhance the cemetery. 
We will have people collecting 
at the cemetery Saturday, May 
11, and Sunday, May 12, and if 
you are unable to come by with 
your donation you can mail it to 
Cullman Memory Gardens, PO 
Box 964, Cullman, AL 35056. 
All donations will be used for 
the care and upkeep of the cem-
etery. Thanks for all that you do 
to help us with the upkeep of the 
cemetery. God bless you!

Calling All Young Singers!
Cullman Community Young 
Singers (CCYS) is looking for 
YOU! All young singers (ages 
8-15) are invited to join us on 

Tuesday afternoons from 3:30-
4:45 at the Little House at Art 
Park, 1031 Second St. SW in 
Cullman. No auditions, just 
come for a fun afternoon of 
learning music from pop to clas-
sical styles. We will rehearse 
and prepare to perform at a 
variety of events in and around 
the Cullman community. Bring 
your friends- we will have music 
and everything you need to get 
started! For more information, 
text or email Miss Cindy at 
256-338-4404, cindypass22@
gmail.com. CCYS is sponsored 
by Cullman Parks, Recreation 
& Sports Tourism. 

Baileyton Bargain Days
First and third Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
old Baileyton fire station next 
to the town’s park. Beauty and 
health products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food and many 
everyday items. A donation of 
$20 will allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a shopper 
can fill a large box. Some of the 
items of greater value will re-
quire a larger donation. There 
will be some restrictions and 
product limits on the items. 
Cash and checks accepted. 
Proceeds will be used for park 
improvements and capital im-
provements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Episco-

pal Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone num-
bers: 256-347-1097, 256-841-
2209 or 256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 
1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cull-
man
• Mondays-Fridays- Free hot 
meals for children Mondays 11 
a.m.-noon, Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. 
and Wednesdays-Fridays 11 
a.m.-noon. Cullman Housing 
Authority Community Center 
1545 Vine Circle SW. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for more 
information. Eat in or take out. 
Sponsored by Kids Loving Kids, 
Raising Arrows Ministry and 
Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birthday 
Blessings serves children ages 
1-18 in need of assistance to 
celebrate their birthdays. Reg-
ister your child and pick up a 
birthday box with cake mix, 
icing, sprinkles, decorations 
and toys! Pickup is the last 
weekend of the month. Satur-
day (5100 Curry Highway Suite 
100-B Jasper, AL 35504) from 
3-5 p.m. or the last Sunday of 
the month at Spirit Life Church 
Cullman from 12:30-1 p.m.  
Birth certificate is required at 
the time of box pickup. Reg-
ister at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. For 
more information, text or call 
205-717-7478. 
• Friday, May 10 - Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and testi-
monies. Hurts, habits and hang-
ups are a part of everyone's life. 

Come and see how to overcome 
these and more! Bring a dish, 
dessert or drink for a potluck 
meal at 5:45 p.m. Meeting starts 
at 6:30. Childcare provided. 
• Sunday, May 12 - 9 a.m. Van 
runs in the 5 Points Area. Call 
Cedric Davidson at 256-339-
5755 for pickup. Breakfast at 
9:30. Bible study classes for 
children, youth and adults at 10.  
Praise and worship and Moth-
er's Day message by Pam Dodd 
at 11. 

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Nazarene, 
5415 Alabama Highway 157. 
CLOSED literature study. 
Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
Cullman Housing Authority 
Community Center (1545 
Vine Circle SW, Cullman, AL 
35055). The first meeting is 
free. TOPS, a national pro-
gram, is a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss and 
management through weekly 
meetings providing informa-
tion, accountability, support 
and encouragement where you 
make the changes that make 
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fel-
lowship for those affected by 
someone else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our expe-

riences, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope by 
letting others know that they 
are not alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. We 
Respect Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious one, 
but a spiritual way of life. Meet-
ings will be held at The Ruehl 
Building (Family Life Center of 
St. John’s Church) Tuesday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. Contact Jamie 
Weathersby Smith 256-708-
7122 or Don or Nancy McKen-
zie 256-736-3327 or 256-736-
3470 for more information. 

Cullman AlAnon Meetings 
The AlAnon family groups are a 
fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected 
by alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity AlAnon group meets 
each Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also a 
Zoom meeting each Tuesday at 
noon. The Courage to Change 
AlAnon family group meets on 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 305 Arnold 
St. NE in the Carriage House, 
located between the church and 
the Arnold House on the corner. 
For more information call 256-
734-2231 or 256-531-4429.

Master's Hand Food Pantry at 
The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Heartland Quilt Guild Meet-
ing
Thursday, May 9, at 6:30 p.m. 
at Christ Covenant 1310 St. 
Joseph St. Everyone welcome. 
Contact person: Porsia Ander-
son at 256-737-7557.

Holly Pond Lions Club Pan-
cake Breakfast
Saturday, May 11, from 6:30-
9:30 a.m. for our annual all-
you-can-eat pancake breakfast 
with sausage and bacon. Do-
nations only. Proceeds will go 
toward Holly Pond Cemetery 
Fund. The LifeSouth Bloodmo-
bile will be on campus. Please 
consider helping out your com-
munity with a blood donation.

Cullman Chapter of The Na-
tional Association of Retired 
and Active Federal Workers 
Meeting
Monday, May 13, at Golden 
Corral Buffet in Cullman. Guest 
speaker, State Federation of-
ficial Julia Ellsbury, will cover 
the topic “what to do when a 
federal worker/retiree dies.” 
Dutch lunch begins at 11 a.m. 
and meeting at noon. Members 
and nonmembers welcome. For 
more info, call 256-708-5326.

Cullman Educator Retirees 
Association Meeting
Thursday, May 16, at 11 a.m. at 
Stone Bridge Farms. We will 
have a member share session 
and suggest programs for future 
meetings, followed by lunch and 
fellowship for those who wish to 
stay. We welcome new members 
and visiting retirees.

COMMUNITY CORNER

SERVICES
SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week! Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide!

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available. 
Call: 1-855-405-8901.

NEW AUTHORS 
WANTED! Our publishing 
staff will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE 
author submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-877-567-9754.

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica's Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 844-925-3534.

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage and mold growth 
in your home. Our trusted 
professionals dry out the 
wet area and do repairs to 
protect your family and 
your home's value! If you 
have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, Call 
24/7: 1-877-727-2344 Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call!

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tors. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-855-405-8647.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-855-405-9791.

FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and 
see how much you can save! 
1-866-816-3535.

DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE Starting at 
$59.99/month! Free Instal-
lation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV! 844-594-7108.

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING? Call today schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-568-2248.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 

1-855-405-8839. Ask about 
our specials!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005.

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES today with a 
Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 7-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

SAFE STEP. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-871-
6175.

WESLEY FINANCIAL 
GROUP, LLCTimeshare 
Cancellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 pos-
itive reviews. Call 866-605-
5915.

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 866-
816-1208.

JACUZZI BATH REMOD-
EL can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer.) Offer ends 
6/30/24. Call 1-877-205-
0836.

REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
with the best looking and 
longest lasting material – 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer – up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163.

RV SALE! Millican RV 
America Spring RV Super 
Sale: April 19th & 20th. 
256-775-8030, I-65 Exit 
299. Save thousands. Special 
financing. Factory reps on 
location.

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-855-405-8927.

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all In-
surance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943.

WANTED 10 HOMES in 
your county needing Metal 
Roofs, Siding or Windows. 
March ONLY METAL ROOF 
$4,395 COMPLETELY IN-
STALLED. Payments $89/
mo* SAVE$$$ Call 800-664-
4856 *for details.

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

Yard Sale 
  Saturday, May 11th, 7:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., 
611 7th Street Southwest, Cullman.   
Furniture, Holiday Décor, Household 
Items, Small Appliances, Dishes, Clothes. 
Cancel if rain.  
 
 Country Living, Incorporated 
  One of Alabama’s oldest and licensed 
assisted living and most reasonable priced 
has a private room available with 
assistance with daily living. We are located 
in Vinemont. Visitors are welcome any 
time. Call 256-735-6139 or 256-338-9214. 
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Special to The 
Cullman Tribune

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Vin-
tage Magnolias in Hanceville 
is set to host a Mother's Day 
tea and book signing event on 
Saturday, May 11, featuring 
local author Beverly Davis. 
The event promises a charm-
ing afternoon of tea, shop-
ping and fellowship, starting 
at noon, with the author ar-
riving around 11:45 a.m. for 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. 
— Governor Kay Ivey on 
Wednesday, May 8, signed 
Senate Bill 270, a bill to set 
specific timelines that public 
entities in Alabama must 
follow when responding 
to public records requests. 
Sponsored by Sen. Arthur Orr 
and Rep. Cynthia Almond, 
Senate Bill 270 is the most 
significant amendment to Al-
abama’s public records law in 
over 50 years.
	 Last year, upon begin-
ning her second term as 
governor, Governor Ivey 
issued Executive Order 734, 
“Promoting Transparency in 
State Government Through 
Enhanced Accessibility to 
Public Records,” to deliver on 
her commitment to strength-
en public confidence in state 
government. This bill largely 
codifies the Governor’s ex-

FLORENCE, Ala. — This 
year’s North Regional Soft-
ball Tournament got off to a 
slow start due to wet condi-
tions at Coffee O’Neal Park 
in Florence Monday morning 
but after some time spent 
preparing the fields, the Cull-
man Bearcats were back in 
action for a pair of 6A Region-
al matchups. 
	 The ‘Cats got started with 
a game against Hazel Green 
and Cullman led 6-5 after 
the fifth but the Trojans were 
able to score a pair of runs in 
the bottom of the seventh to 
hand the Bearcats a heart-
breaking, 7-6 loss in their first 
matchup of the day. Cullman 
bounced back in its elimina-
tion game against Fort Payne, 
plating 16 runs on 15 hits to 
defeat the Wildcats 16-8 and 
advance to day two.
	 The Bearcats returned 
to Florence Tuesday morn-
ing for an elimination game 
against Buckhorn. The ‘Cats 
jumped out to an early 3-0 
lead, but the Bucks plated 
six unanswered runs to come 
from behind and defeat Cull-
man 6-3, knocking the Bear-
cats out of the postseason.
	 The Meek Tigers also got 
their North Regional under-
way Tuesday, splitting their 
first two games with Belgreen 
and Marion County. The 
Tigers returned to the field 
Wednesday morning for an 
elimination game against 
Cherokee, but they couldn’t 
keep pace with the Indians 
and the Tigers were knocked 
out of the postseason with a 
loss.

Hazel Green 7 – Cullman 6 
(Game One)
A pair of singles allowed 
Hazel Green to take a 1-0 
lead in the bottom of the first 
and the Trojans tacked on 
another run in the second to 

make it 2-0 but the Bearcats 
responded with a big third 
inning. With two outs on the 
board, Taylor Au drew a walk 
and Reese Hopper was hit by 
a pitch to give the Bearcats 
a pair of runners. Au scored 
on a wild pitch later in the 
inning to trim the lead to 2-1 
and an error allowed Hopper 
to score just a few pitches 
later and tie the game at 2. 
Brooklyn Morton then came 
to the plate and punched a 
2-run single over the first 
baseman’s head to give Cull-
man a 4-2 lead going into the 
bottom of the third.
	 Hazel Green answered 
with a pair of runs in the 
bottom half of the inning, 
tying the score at 4, but the 
Bearcats took the lead right 
back when Brie Voss led off 
the top of the fourth with a 
solo home run out of center 
field. The Trojans continued 
to battle back, stringing some 
hits together in the bottom of 
the fourth to tie things back 
up at 5. 
	 Kynlei Storey drew a 
walk, Hattie Graham was hit 
by a pitch and Morton drew 
a walk to load the bases for 
Cullman in the top of the fifth 
and later in the inning, Voss 
was hit by a pitch to put the 
Bearcats back in front 6-5 
going into the bottom half 
of the fifth. After a scoreless 
sixth inning, Cullman went 
into the final frame holding 
onto a 1-run lead, but Hazel 
Green was able to tie the 
game at 6 on a fielder’s choice 
and eventually defeated the 
Bearcats 7-6 on a walk-off 
single.
	 Morton and Voss each 
posted a hit and two RBIs in 
the loss and Dracen Bates, Au 
and Graham each added a hit 
as well.

Cullman 16 – Fort Payne 8 
(Game Two)
A pair of home runs gave Fort 
Payne a 3-0 lead in the top 

of the first, but Cullman was 
able to cut the lead to 3-2 in 
the bottom half of the inning 
with a 2-run double off the 
bat of Hattie Graham. The 
Wildcats put another run on 
the board in the top of the 
second to make it 4-2 and 
extended their lead to 5-2 in 
the top of the third but the 
Bearcats responded when 
they returned to the plate in 
the bottom half of the inning.
	 Reese Hopper and Kynlei 
Storey led off with back to 
back singles and Graham 
shot a double into center field 
to plate Hopper and make 
it a 5-3 game. Four pitches 
later, Brooklyn Morton drove 
a double into deep center to 
score two more runs and tie 
things up at 5. The big inning 
continued with back to back 
RBI singles from Kylie Stra-
cener and Abby Maples, 
putting Cullman in front 7-5. 
Stracener scored a few pitch-
es later on a fielder’s choice, 
Story scored on an error and 
Graham barreled up another 
2-run double to stretch the 
Bearcat lead to 11-5 going into 
the fourth inning.
	 Fort Payne cut the lead to 
four in the top of the fourth, 
but Cullman answered with 
three more runs in the home 
half to maintain a 14-7 advan-
tage. After a scoreless fifth 
inning, the Wildcats pushed 
one run across in the sixth 
to make it a 14-8 game. The 
Bearcats were still finding 
barrels in their half of the 
sixth. Leighton McGriff led 
off with a single, Taylor Au 
followed with a double and 
after McGriff scored on a 
fielder’s choice, Brie Voss 
drove in Au with a sacrifice 
fly to give Cullman a 16-8 lead 
heading into the seventh. The 
‘Cats collected the final three 
outs in the next frame and 
kept their postseason hopes 
alive with a 16-8 win.
	 Five Cullman players 
posted multiple hits in the 

win, led by Graham with 
three hits and a team-high 
five RBIs, and Maples with 
three hits and two RBIs. 
Storey (two RBIs), Au (one 
RBI) and Stracener (one RBI) 
each finished with a pair of 
hits and Morton (two RBIs), 
Hopper and McGriff each 
added hits as well.

Buckhorn 6 – Cullman 3 
(Game Three)
Cullman’s bats came out 
hot and took a 2-0 lead in 
the bottom of the first. Abby 
Maples led off the inning with 
a single, Taylor Au followed 
with a double to put a pair of 
runners in scoring position 
and Brooklyn Morton drove 
them both in to score, put-
ting the Bearcats on top 2-0 
after the first. After a score-
less second inning, Cullman 
added to its lead in the third 
when Hattie Graham drove 
in Au with a sacrifice fly to 
make it a 3-0 game. Buckhorn 
responded in the top half of 
the fourth, plating four runs 
on five hits to take a 4-3 lead 
into the fifth.
	 The Bucks tacked on runs 
in the sixth and seventh to 
extend their lead to 6-3 and 
the Bearcats were unable 
to tie things up in the final 
frame, bringing Cullman’s 
season to an end at 23-18-1.
	 Au and Maples led the 
Bearcats at the plate with two 
hits each and Morton (one 
hit) posted a pair of RBIs. 
Brie Voss, Kynlei Storey and 
Reese Hopper each added a 
hit as well.

Belgreen 12 - Meek 0 
(Game One)
Belgreen struck first in their 
opening at-bats against 
Meek. An error and a ground 
ball helped them take a 2-0 
lead. The score remained 
the same until the top of the 
third inning, as an RBI single 
and a three-run home run 
by the Lady Bulldogs quickly 

pushed their lead to 6-0. Bel-
green continued to add onto 
their lead in the fifth, as they 
put up six more runs to take 
a 12-0 lead. The Lady Tigers 
went down in order in their 
half to end the game, as they 
were held to just four hits in 
their 12-0 loss to the Lady 
Bulldogs.
	 Marlee Mosley collected 
a pair of hits for Meek, while 
Carmyn Daugherty and 
Peyton Johnson each posted 
a hit in the loss.

Meek 7 - Marion County 1 
(Game Two)
Meek quickly got things 
going in the bottom of the 
first against Marion County. 
A pair of walks and a single 
loaded the bases with one out 
for Mosley, who hit an RBI 
single to left field to give them 
the early lead. Kadence Cox 
drove in a run on a ground 
ball to make it 2-0. The Lady 
Tigers added to their lead in 
their next at-bats. An error, 
a walk, and a sacrifice put 

runners on second and third 
with two outs. Another error 
allowed Molli Sandlin and 
Addisyn Williams to score to 
give them a 4-0 lead. Later 
that inning, Daugherty stole 
home to stretch their lead to 
5-0.
	 A pair of RBI singles by 
Johnson and Sandlin in the 
third gave Meek a 7-0 lead. 
Marion County hit an RBI 
single of their own in the top 
of the fourth to cut it to 7-1, 
but Mosley allowed just two 
base runners after that, and 
the Lady Tigers kept their 
season alive with a 7-1 win 
over the Lady Raiders.
	 Mosley (two hits), Cox 
(one hit), Johnson (one hit), 
and Sandlin (one hit) each 
drove in a run for Meek. 
Mosley went the distance for 
the Lady Tigers in the circle, 
allowing just five hits, one 
earned run, walking three 
and striking out three.

Sammy Confer contributed 
to this article.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

PREP SOFTBALL

Cullman, Meek eliminated at North Regional

Cullman’s season ended with a 6-3 loss to Buckhorn at 
the North Regional in Florence Tuesday morning.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

CULLMAN, Ala. — Robots 
staged a mini-takeover at 
West Elementary School this 
week, but don’t worry, they 
were thankfully all under 
student control as part of 
an ambitious robotics club 
showcase competition.
	 West and East Elemen-
tary Schools had a chance to 
showcase the Robotics Clubs 

Cheyenne Sharp 
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Toby (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Pets are 
great additions to any family 
or household, often ending up  
loving, cherished members of 
the family. Prospective pet 
parents often look for a fluffy 
pal that can play around in 

the yard but also alert when 
danger lurks. Lucky for them, 
loyal and protective are two 
things that Toby, The Cull-
man Tribune Pet of the Week, 
totally embodies. 
	 Toby is an approximate-
ly 3-year old mixed breed 
male with large stature; his 
mix is unknown, but the 

staff at the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter is convinced 
he is made up of everything 
lovable and good. His sweet 
demeanor, large stature and 
black and brown points on 
his ears, left eye and tail, lend 
a certain similarity to The 
Little Rascal’s pal, Petey. 
	 This gentle giant’s medi-

um-high energy level ensures 
a fetch playmate or a walking 
and hiking buddy for years to 
come.
	 His eyes never stray far 
from his person when out-
side.
	 Shooting to your side 
when called, Toby is well 
on his way to becoming a 

well-educated pup, learning 
more hand signals and man-
ners each day. 
	 Are you ready to meet 
Toby? Head over to Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 935 
Convent Road NE, Monday 
through Friday, from 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. for a meet and 
greet.  His adoption fee of 

$130 includes neuter, DHLPP 
vaccine, Bordetella vaccines, 
rabies vaccine, wormer, gen-
eral exam at the vet and mi-
crochip.
	 Contact the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 
256-734-5448or cullman-
animalshelter@co.cullman.
al.us.

Katie Spicer
katie@cullmantribune.com

Baileyton (from Front)

BAILEYTON, Ala. — At its 
monthly meeting on Monday, 
May 6, the Baileyton Town 
Council presented the Vol-
unteer of the Year award to 

Jennifer Harlow. 
	 Councilman Dewayne 
Sumner shared, “A volunteer 
is a person who steps up and 
does things for the better-
ment of others without ever 
really caring if they get any-
thing in return. The person 

we selected really does epito-
mize what a volunteer is.”
Surrounded by family and 
community, Harlow humbly 
accepted the award. Harlow 
is on the advisory council at 
Parkside School and serves as 
director of the Parkside Out-

reach Program. 
	 When asked about her 
areas of volunteer service, 
she smiled, “You name it, and 
I’ll do it.”

In other business, the 
council:

•	 Removed previous town 
clerk from accounts and 
added new town clerk
•	 Approved the purchase 
of a plaque for the upcoming 
Citizen of the Year award
•	 Discussed bids on new 
building

•	 Approved AirMed renew-
al 

The next Baileyton Town 
Council meeting will be held 
at 7 p.m. on June 3, 2024, at 
Baileyton Town Hall, located 
at 95 Fire Station Road.

Prize (from Front)

WASHINGTON D.C. — On 
May 7, the Aspen Institute 
named Wallace State Com-
munity College as a semi-
finalist for the 2025 Aspen 
Prize for Community College 
Excellence. The $1 million 
award is the nation's sig-
nature recognition of high 
achievement and perfor-
mance among community 
colleges. The institutions 
selected for this honor stand 
out among more than 1,000 
community colleges na-
tionwide as having high and 
improving levels of student 
success, as well as equita-
ble outcomes for Black and 
Hispanic students and those 
from lower-income back-
grounds.
	  “We are honored to be 
recognized as a semifinalist 
for the 2025 Aspen Prize for 
Community College Excel-
lence and to be considered 

as one of best 20 community 
colleges in the United States 
by such a prestigious orga-
nization,” said Wallace State 
President Vicki Karolewics. 
“Wallace State has been rec-
ognized among the top 150 
colleges four times by The 
Aspen Institute College Ex-
cellence Program and has 
been intentionally focused 
on student success for more 
than a decade. To be con-
sidered as a semifinalist is a 
credit to our faculty and staff 
and their efforts to improve 
student outcomes.”
	 Awarded every two years, 
the Aspen Prize honors 
colleges with outstanding 
performance in six critical 
areas: teaching and learning, 
certificate and degree com-
pletion, transfer and bache-
lor’s attainment, workforce 
success, broad access to the 
college and its offerings, and 
equitable outcomes for stu-
dents of color and students 
from low-income back-

grounds. The winner will be 
announced in the spring of 
2025.
	 Joshua Wyner, execu-
tive director of the Aspen 
Institute College Excellence 
Program, congratulated the 
semifinalists. “Each of these 
colleges has demonstrated 
a sustained commitment to 
moving beyond enrollment 
and retention as the markers 
of student success to defin-
ing their success by whether 
the education they provide 
changes lives,” Wyner said. 
“These colleges understand 
that enrollment and gradua-
tion matter most when tied 
tightly to post-graduation 
success in transferring for a 
bachelor’s degree and in se-
curing fulfilling, good-paying 
jobs and careers.”

 The semifinalists are:
•	 Broward College
•	 Georgia Highlands Col-
lege
•	 Kingsborough Communi-

ty College
•	 MiraCosta College
•	 Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College
•	 Moorpark College
•	 North Iowa Area Commu-
nity College
•	 Northeast Wisconsin 
Technical College
•	 Northwest Iowa Commu-
nity College
•	 Northwest Vista College
•	 San Jacinto College
•	 Seminole State College of 
Florida
•	 South Puget Sound Com-
munity College
•	 Southwest Wisconsin 
Technical College
•	 State Technical College of 
Missouri
•	 Trinidad State College
•	 Union College of Union 
County, NJ
•	 Wallace State Communi-
ty College-Hanceville
•	 Western Technical Col-
lege
•	 William Rainey Harper 
College

The Aspen Prize selection 
process began in October 
2023, when Aspen invited 
150 community colleges to 
apply, based on data showing 
strong, improving, and eq-
uitable student outcomes in 
key areas such as retention, 
completion, and transfer. 
	 One hundred and eigh-
teen colleges applied, and 
their applications went to a 
diverse selection committee 
of 18 higher education ex-
perts who assessed each ap-
plication based on extensive 
data and narrative answers to 
questions.
	 Following interviews with 
leadership teams from appli-
cants receiving top scores, 20 
semifinalists were selected.
	 In the coming weeks, the 
committee will continue its 
review and narrow the field 
to 10 finalists, which will be 
announced in June.

After the 10 finalists are 
announced, next steps in 

the process include:
•	 Fall 2024: Multiday 
in-person site visits to each of 
the 10 finalists, during which 
the Aspen Institute and part-
ners will collect additional 
information and data, includ-
ing extensive employment 
and earnings data on gradu-
ates from the finalist colleges. 
•	 Winter 2025: A distin-
guished, independent Aspen 
Prize jury will review data 
and qualitative summaries 
that synthesize each part of 
the 14-month analyses, then 
meet for a full day to select 
the winner and others for ad-
ditional recognition. 
•	 Spring 2025: Announce-
ment of the Aspen Prize 
winner and celebration of 
the 10 finalists in Washington 
DC.

To read more on the selec-
tion process, visit https://
highered.aspeninstitute.org/
aspen-prize.
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HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Vin-
tage Magnolias in Hanceville 
is set to host a Mother's Day 
tea and book signing event on 
Saturday, May 11, featuring 
local author Beverly Davis. 
The event promises a charm-
ing afternoon of tea, shop-
ping and fellowship, starting 
at noon, with the author ar-
riving around 11:45 a.m. for 

early attendees.
	 Maggie Sotelo, owner of 
Vintage Magnolias, described 
the event as a special cele-
bration of motherhood. "We 
want to honor all moms with 
a special time of food, fellow-
ship and the opportunity to 
meet a young woman of God," 
she explained. 
	 Guests will have the 
unique opportunity to meet 
Davis and purchase her new 
book, “A Cup of Tea and De-

votions,” which includes a 
personal gift from the author. 
The book, a 40-day women's 
devotional, shares Davis’ per-
sonal experiences alongside 
Bible verses for encourage-
ment, paired with tea recipes 
that offer health and calming 
benefits. It aims to inspire 
and uplift its readers, making 
it a perfect gift for Mother's 
Day.
	 Sotelo, inspired to sup-
port new talent like Davis, 

especially women in the arts, 
said she sees the event as an 
ideal blend of community 
support and celebration. 
	 "As a minority, wom-
an-owned business, I am all 
about supporting young and 
upcoming women in the arts," 
Sotelo said. "We support local 
vendors and artists. This 
event celebrates moms from 
all walks of life! Many of our 
vendors are talented mothers 
who also love to share their 

craft and fellowship with 
other artists.” In addition to 
the book signing, the event 
will feature drawings for spe-
cial Mother's Day giveaways, 
including a gift basket with 
handpicked items and a mys-
tery gift from the owner her-
self. Attendees can also enjoy 
sales throughout the store, 
which supports local vendors 
and artists, many of whom 
are talented mothers.
	 "Why Vintage Magnolias? 

We want to offer more than a 
shopping experience. It's all 
about the details and creating 
a welcoming environment, 
making ladies feel special so 
they want to keep coming 
back!" Sotelo added.
	 For further details or 
inquiries about the event, 
guests are encouraged to con-
tact Maggie Sotelo directly at 
Vintage Magnolias by calling 
256-385-0652 or visiting the 
store's Facebook page.

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

Vintage Magnolias hosting Mother’s Day tea and 
book signing with local author Beverly Davis May 11

MONTGOMERY, Ala. 
— Governor Kay Ivey on 
Wednesday, May 8, signed 
Senate Bill 270, a bill to set 
specific timelines that public 
entities in Alabama must 
follow when responding 
to public records requests. 
Sponsored by Sen. Arthur Orr 
and Rep. Cynthia Almond, 
Senate Bill 270 is the most 
significant amendment to Al-
abama’s public records law in 
over 50 years.
	 Last year, upon begin-
ning her second term as 
governor, Governor Ivey 
issued Executive Order 734, 
“Promoting Transparency in 
State Government Through 
Enhanced Accessibility to 
Public Records,” to deliver on 
her commitment to strength-
en public confidence in state 
government. This bill largely 
codifies the Governor’s ex-

ecutive order and comes as a 
direct result of the governor’s 
leadership.
	 By signing SB270 into law, 
Governor Ivey marked an-
other step forward in improv-
ing transparency and acces-
sibility in government – her 
2023 inaugural commitment 
to ensure state government 
works with greater efficiency 
for all Alabamians.
	 “Today, we build on the 
foundation laid by Execu-
tive Order 734 to ensure the 
principle of transparency 
endures beyond the Ivey Ad-
ministration. Transparency 
isn’t just a buzzword – it’s a 
commitment to letting the 
sunlight in and ensuring our 
citizens can hold their gov-
ernment accountable,” said 
Ivey.
	 “Like EO 734, this law 
protects government against 
overly burdensome requests 
while meaningfully improv-
ing fairness, access and the 

people’s right to timely in-
sight into how their govern-
ment works.”
	 After signing SB270, the 
Alabama Press Association 
and Alabama Broadcasters 
Association expressed their 
praise for Governor Ivey’s 
strong voice and accompa-
nying actions in fostering an 
open and transparent gov-
ernment.
	 “The Alabama Press 
Association would like to 
thank Governor Ivey and 
her staff for working with us 
over the past several months 
on SB270, a bill that cre-
ates timelines in our Open 
Records Act,” said Felicia 
Mason, Alabama Press Asso-
ciation executive director. 
	 “Any citizen has the right 
to receive an acknowledge-
ment and a timely response 
when making a request for 
a public record. The Gov-
ernor’s Office played an in-
tegral role in getting a good 

compromise between inter-
ested parties. We appreciate 
Governor Ivey’s continued 
dedication to transparency in 
government.”
	 “The Alabama Broadcast-
ers Association (ABA) is very 
appreciative of the time and 
effort Governor Ivey and her 
staff committed to working 
on SB270 with stakehold-
ers over many months in an 
effort to create timelines 
in the state’s Open Records 
Act,” said Alabama Broad-
casters Association President 
Sharon Tinsley.
	 “In 2023, the ABA rec-
ognized Governor Ivey with 
an award for her Executive 
Order addressing public 
records. Now, with her sig-
nature, the governor is as-
suring Alabamians the right 
to a timely response when 
making a request. We applaud 
her continued efforts to see 
improvements in our open 
records law in Alabama.”

Staff Reports
Contributor

Ivey signs ‘most significant amendment to 
Alabama’s public records law in over 50 years’

runners on second and third 
with two outs. Another error 
allowed Molli Sandlin and 
Addisyn Williams to score to 
give them a 4-0 lead. Later 
that inning, Daugherty stole 
home to stretch their lead to 
5-0.
	 A pair of RBI singles by 
Johnson and Sandlin in the 
third gave Meek a 7-0 lead. 
Marion County hit an RBI 
single of their own in the top 
of the fourth to cut it to 7-1, 
but Mosley allowed just two 
base runners after that, and 
the Lady Tigers kept their 
season alive with a 7-1 win 
over the Lady Raiders.
	 Mosley (two hits), Cox 
(one hit), Johnson (one hit), 
and Sandlin (one hit) each 
drove in a run for Meek. 
Mosley went the distance for 
the Lady Tigers in the circle, 
allowing just five hits, one 
earned run, walking three 
and striking out three.

Sammy Confer contributed 
to this article.

CULLMAN, Ala. — Robots 
staged a mini-takeover at 
West Elementary School this 
week, but don’t worry, they 
were thankfully all under 
student control as part of 
an ambitious robotics club 
showcase competition.
	 West and East Elemen-
tary Schools had a chance to 
showcase the Robotics Clubs 

with a competition night to 
highlight work with VexIQ 
Robots. Teams competed in 
an interview, notebooking, 
skills challenge and team 
challenges to demonstrate 
collaboration, problem-solv-
ing and critical thinking skills 
at West Elementary School 
on Monday, May 6, 2024.
	 “Two years ago, West El-
ementary School initiated an 
after school Robotics Club to 
help support the vision of the 

CCS STEM initiative through 
a CMS grant utilizing VexGo 
Robotics,” West Elementary 
School third-grade teacher 
Kristina Kallhoff explained. 
"West Elementary began 
with 30 Robotics Club mem-
bers who excitedly mastered 
VexGo and were ready for 
the challenge of learning 
the foundations of VexIQ 
Robotics used at CMS. "East 
Elementary began an after 
school Robotics Club this 

year using VexGo and VexIQ 
Robotics. We are excited to 
bring both schools togeth-
er to demonstrate what we 
have learned.” The showcase 
competition was a chance for 
students to see what it’s like 
to compete in actual robot-
ics competitions, something 
they haven’t had a chance to 
do quite yet since the robotics 
clubs have been after-school 
activities up to this point. 
	 “Holding this event was a 

chance for our students to get 
a preview of what to expect at 
a competition,” Kallhoff said. 
“Students gained team-build-
ing skills, became familiar 
with the competition and 
transitioned STEM explor-
atory ideas into the applica-
tion of STEM competency.”
	 Kallhoff noted the ability 
to host an event like this is 
a credit to the Cullman City 
Schools Board for establish-
ing a K-12 comprehensive 

STEM vision and education, 
as well as the leaders at both 
East and West Elementary 
Schools for investing time 
and resources in STEM ed-
ucation. The showcase was 
sponsored by Branham Tire 
and Accessories and the West 
Elementary PTA. “It is an 
exciting time in our young 
students' lives to be able to 
foster foundational STEM 
skills while creating fun 
memories!” Kallhoff added.

Staff Reports
Contributor

Robots take over Cullman City Schools for showcase
CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS

Students from East and West Elementary Schools compete in a robotics showcase hosted at West Elementary School, as part of the district's creative efforts to expand STEM education.

Topre (from Front)
a staffing agency for adver-
tised open positions at the 
Topre America manufactur-
ing plant in Cullman," said 
Dale Greer, director of the 
Cullman Economic Develop-
ment Agency. 
	 "These are legal residents, 
most of whom are already 
working in neighboring com-
munities, who are applying 
for jobs in Cullman that offer 
a better wage and benefit 
package," he said. 
	 Cullman County Com-
mission Chairman Jeff 
Clemons said, "I don't think 
it's anything for anyone to 
be concerned about. These 
people are just trying to 

get jobs like everyone else. 
They’re coming to the career 
center from other agencies 
across Alabama, to be hired at 
Topre and maybe some jobs 
at REHAU.”
	 Topre America Corpo-
ration is headquartered in 
Cullman, with other facilities 
in Mississippi, Tennessee and 
Ohio. Reports from the last 
unemployment report from 
the Alabama Department of 
Labor (ADOL) show Cullman 
had the second lowest unem-
ployment rate in Alabama 
at 2.5% in March with many 
local businesses and indus-
tries have unfilled jobs. 
	 According to Tara 

Hutchinson, communica-
tions director for ADOL, the 
statement made in the online 
blog post were completely 
false. “At no time were there 
any buses or vans," she said.
	 Greer reiterated by 
saying, "We have spoken with 
Topre, the Cullman Career 
Center and the communi-
cations director for the Ala-
bama Department of Labor 
to verify this information.
	 "I can dispel the rumor 
that this is a government pro-
gram, that illegals are being 
brought here in busses or that 
this is in some way connected 
to a border crossing project.”
	 Greer went on to say, "It 

is a terrible disservice to our 
community, the State of Ala-
bama and Topre America for 
a social media blog to dissem-
inate unsubstantiated claims 
that spark controversy."
	 Said Hutchinson, "This 
is a normal business day for 
the Cullman Career Center, 
which, along with the other 
56 Career Centers located 
across Alabama, works to 
match suitable employees 
with available jobs."
	 Hutchinson told The 
Tribune the applicants had 
nothing do with a federal pro-
gram, but staffing for a local 
manufacturer. 
	 "A staffing agency repre-

senting Torpe America has 
been interviewing potential 
candidates at the Cullman 
Career Center for the past 
several days," said Hutchin-
son.
	 "They are looking to fill 
manufacturing and produc-
tion positions. More than 
100 people have visited the 
Career Center to be consid-
ered for these positions."
	 Greer concluded saying, 
"Topre has worked with the 
State of Alabama on several 
expansions and has never 
failed to meet all state hiring 
requirements."
	 Clemons echoed Greer's 
sentiment by saying, 

"They’re not here illegally, 
and if they’re going to apply 
for the job and work, I don’t 
see anything wrong with it. 
Everybody needs workers, 
and everybody has a job to 
do. Cullman County is bless-
ed; we have more industrials 
here than we have people to 
fill these jobs.”
	 Anyone interested in 
these jobs or other Career 
Center services should visit 
www.labor.alabama.gov.
 
Publisher's note: While at 
the Career Center no buses 
or vans were observed, only 
cars and SUVs driven by 
those seeking work. 

OFFICE OF GOV. KAY IVEY
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NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
Default having been made of the terms of the loan documents secured by 
that certain mortgage executed by Eddie M Forster And Spouse Glenda 
A Forster to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee for AHL Mortgage, Inc., its successors and 
assigns dated August 14, 2007; said mortgage being recorded on 
September 7, 2007, in Book 1536, Page 419 in the Office of the Judge of 
Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. Said Mortgage was last sold, 
assigned and transferred to US Bank Trust National Association, Not In 
Its Individual Capacity But Solely As Owner Trustee For VRMTG Asset 
Trust by assignment recorded in Deed Book 377, Page 290 in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, ALABAMA. 
The undersigned, US Bank Trust National Association, Not In Its 
Individual Capacity But Solely As Owner Trustee For VRMTG Asset 
Trust, under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before 
the main entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, Alabama 
during the legal hours of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on the 30th day 
of May, 2024 the following property, situated in Cullman County, 
Alabama, to-wit: 
A part of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 
23,Township 10 South, Range 1 West, more particularly described as 
follows: Commencing at a found 1-1/2 inch pipe marking the Northeast 
Corner of said Section 23; thence South 0 degrees 32 minutes 11 seconds 
West a distance of 2014.18 feet to a found iron at the Southeast Corner of 
Lot 9 of Richmond Estates Subdivision (Plat Book B, Page 323 A); 
thence South 1 degree 37 minutes 21 seconds West along the accepted 
east line of said forty a distance of 347.32 feet to a set 5/8 inch rebar iron 
and the true point of beginning of the property herein described; thence 
from said true point of beginning, continue South 1 degree 37 minutes 21 
seconds West along said accepted east line a distance of 313.01 feet to a 
found 5/8 inch rebar iron marking the accepted Southeast Corner of the 
above described forty; thence North 89 degrees 29 minutes 36 seconds 
West the accepted south line of said forty a distance of 153.55 feet to a 
set 5/8 inch rebar iron; thence North 1 degree 37 minutes 10 seconds East 
a distance of 313.95 feet to a set 5/8 inch rebar iron; thence South 89 
degrees 08 minutes 34 seconds East a distance of 153.55 feet to the true 
point of beginning. 
 
Said property is commonly known as 741 County Road 695, Holly Pond, 
AL 35083. 
Should a conflict arise between the property address and the legal 
description the legal description will control. 
Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and payable), the right 
of redemption of any taxing authority, all outstanding liens for public 
utilities which constitute liens upon the property, any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-way, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, covenants, the statutory 
right of redemption pursuant to Alabama law, and any matters of record 
including, but not limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out 
above. Said property will be sold on an "as-is" basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned.  The successful bidder must present certified funds in the 
amount of the winning bid at the time and place of sale. 
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in property the 
right to redeem the property under certain circumstances. Programs may 

  April 24, 2024 

Page 2 

also exist that help persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An 
attorney should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process. 
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan with the holder of the Mortgage. 
 
US BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE 
FOR VRMTG ASSET TRUST 
as holder of said mortgage 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC 
Two North Twentieth 
2 20th Street North, Suite 1000 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(205) 216-4238 
FT21@mccalla.com 
File No. 23-04683AL 
www.foreclosurehotline.net 
 
Cullman Tribune 
05/02/2024,05/09/2024,05/16/2024 
 
 
 
 
 

Legal Notice 
   Notice is hereby given to all owners, secured parties and lienholders of the following described motor vehicle, which 
I have a right to sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance with the State of Alabama abandoned motor 
vehicle law, Statues, Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-494-S-80: 
    2001 GMC Sierra, gold, VIN#1GTEC191T1Z163310  
  If not claimed, this vehicle will be sold for towing, repair and work done. Sale date is Saturday, June 8, 2024 at 8:00 
a.m. Call Vance Johnson at 256-339-5752. 
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Obituary Announcements: May 7-8
George Marion Teague, 62
George Marion Teague of 
Vinemont, Alabama passed 
away May 7, 2024.  George 
graduated Vinemont High 
School in 1981 and went on to 
serve our country in the US Air 
Force for two years. Following 
his return from service, George 
received his Bachelor’s Degree 
in Psychology from Athens State 
College in April of 2016. George 
worked with The Lighthouse 
of Cullman (a non-profit 
rehabilitation center) for some 
time before pursuing a career 
in industrial maintenance for 
West Rock Packaging. George 
was an outdoorsman as some of 
his favorite past times included 
gardening, fishing, and grilling. 
He was also very handy. George 
could be counted on to fix 
almost anything and build things 
from the ground up. George 
was someone who believed 
in giving as many chances as 
someone needed, no matter the 
circumstances, to help them 
overcome the obstacles they 
faced. He was notably proficient 
in mathematics and regarded 
as a kind and patient teacher 
to anyone who asked about the 
subject.  George is preceded 
in death by his wife Billie Jean 
Teague, father William D. 
Teague, brothers William D. 
and Wilford D. Teague, paternal 
grandparents Louise E. Webb & 
William A Teague, and maternal 
grandparents Annie & Leo J. 
Friedrich. George is survived 
by his mother Dolores Teague, 
sisters Fharis (Ted) Richter 
and Jacqueline (Jeff ) Hill, niece 
Morganne Richter, and nephew 
Quintin Richter. George will be 
remembered for his unwavering 
patriotism, extreme dedication 
to Alabama football, curious 
interest in Native American 
culture, and his overall kindness 
and generosity. Visitation will 
start Friday, May 10, at 8:30 
a.m., with a rosary service at 
9:15 a.m., and a funeral mass 
to follow at 10 a.m., at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church, 217 
2nd St SE, Cullman, AL 35055. 
Internment to follow at Cullman 
Memory Gardens 1516 Bolte 
Rd SE, Cullman, AL 35055.

Christopher Glenn Rhodes, 62
Funeral services for Christopher 
Glenn Rhodes, originally of Good 
Hope, will be 2 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 14, at Mt. Joy Baptist 
Church. Burial will follow 
the service in the adjoining 
cemetery.  Visitation will be 
prior to the service from noon 
until 2 p.m. at Mt. Joy Baptist 
Church.  Mr. Rhodes was born 
May 2, 1962, in Birmingham, 
Alabama and passed away May 
6, 2024, at Grandview Medical 
Center. Mr. Rhodes, a God-
fearing man whose devotion to 
his faith was surpassed only by 
his love for his family. He was a 
beloved father and grandfather, 
whose kindness and compassion 
touched the lives of all who knew 
him. Christopher found solace 
and inspiration within the pages 
of his bible, drawing strength 
from its teachings throughout 
his life’s journey. Additionally, 
he had a passion for working-
out and enjoyed strumming the 
strings of his guitar, sharing his 
love of music with those around 
him. Though he may have left 
this earthly realm, his legacy 
of faith, love, and devotion will 
continue to inspire and uplift 
all who were fortunate enough 
to know him. Mr. Rhodes is 
survived by his children, Mary 
Sturgeon (Johnny), Christian 
Madison and Gloria Tucker; 
grandchildren, J. R. Sturgeon, 
Riley Sturgeon, Silas Sturgeon, 
Evelynn “Rosie” Sturgeon, 
Caleb Tucker, Gabriel Tucker, 
and Elisha Madison; mother, 
Patricia Tubbs-Rhodes; father, 
Jimmy Rhodes; siblings, Barry 
Rhodes (Denise), Laurie 
Holcombe (Paul); nieces and 
nephews, Matthew Rhodes, 
Ryan Rhodes, Timothy 
Holcombe, Sarah Holcombe.

Pascal Eugene 
Nelson, ‘Billy’, 82
Services will be held at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home on 
Wednesday May 8, 2024, at 2 
p.m. with Rev. Delbert Freeman 
and Wade Warren officiating. 
Visitation will be from noon to 2 
p.m. on May 8, 2024, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home. The 
burial for Mr. Nelson will be at 

Union Grove Cemetery in Holly 
Pond, Alabama. Pascal Eugene 
Nelson, "Billy", 82 of Cullman, 
passed away peacefully in 
his home on Monday, May 6, 
2024, surrounded by family. 
Billy was born on Feb. 15, 1942, 
to Gurley and Birdie Weaver 
Nelson. Billy loved the Lord 
and was a member of Cullman 
First Congregational Methodist 
Church. He also loved all 
Alabama sports, but especially 
football. His family believes Billy 
was ready to return to the Lord, 
so he didn’t have to experience 
a season of Alabama Football 
without Saban as coach. Billy 
was a huge Braves fan and loved 
to watch wrestling. Besides 
sports and family, Billy loved to 
play bingo and attended as many 
senior events as he could around 
town with his sister, Judy. He 
was the best Santa for his family 
and loved ones (even if he was a 
little too skinny for the role). He 
would sing loud and proud each 
Sunday at church and had great 
pride in all that he did. However, 
his absolute greatest pride was 
his family. His home was always 
filled on holidays with family 
and food, the sound of laughter 
carrying through the front door 
and out the back. It was hard to 
not smile around him because 
he would always give the best 
hugs and his grin lit up the room. 
Billy will be greatly missed by 
his sisters, Janette Owens, Judy 
Nelson, and Kathy (Delone) 
Dunn, and a brother, Ronnie 
(Kaythy) Nelson. He loved his 
nieces and nephews like his own 
children, and they will forever 
hold him in their hearts: Gyzelle 
(Wade) Warren, Donna Whittle, 
Steve (Tammy) Knight, John 
Knight, Jen (Nikie) Hunter, 
Michael Logan, Katrina Bice, 
and Jocelyn Logan. He is also 
survived by a host of great 
nieces and nephews, and even a 
couple of great-great nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, his brother, 
Euel Audrey Nelson, and his 
twin sister, Patsy Jean Knight. 
Services will be held at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home.

Rita Ann Sparman, 78

Rita Ann Sparman, known to 
most as Maw-Maw, 78 years of 
age, of Empire, Alabama went 
to be with her Heavenly Father 
on Friday May 3, 2024. She was 
born in Birmingham, Alabama 
on April 2, 1946. Preceded in 
death by her husband Fred 
Rutkowski who passed away in 
June 2023; her first husband 
James Donald Sparman (known 
to most as JD or Mickey), they 
had 4 wonderful, adventurous 
daughters together, he passed 
away February 2005. Her 
Father Henry Fortenberry, 
Mother Lettie Jarvis, brothers 
Jack Fortenberry and Tommy 
Fortenberry, sister Sherron 
Minton, grandson Kevin 
Comer Jr (known as KC), and 
two granddaughters Rachel 
Lake and Wanda Comer. She 
will be extremely missed 
by her brother Don (Carol) 
Fortenbury, sister Ruby Gentry, 
half-brother Gary White; four 
Daughters Charlotte Sparman, 
Connie Sparman, Donna 
(Keith) Wilson, and Mary 
Sparman; six Grandchildren 
Amanda Sparman, Joseph 
(Krystal) Stasko, Christina 
(David) Lowe, Crystal (David) 
Willingham, Nicole Comer, 
and James (Haley) Wilson; 15 
Great Grandchildren Michael 
Sparman, Tommy Lee Franklin, 
Devon Smith, Garrett Lybrand, 
Landon Williams, Katie Stasko, 
Dustin (Michelle) Willingham, 
Trinity Willingham, Matthew 
Tyler Willingham, Chloe 
Willingham, Kinsley Wilson, 
Paislee Wilson, Weston 
Wilson, Briana Hopkins, Angel 
(Dustin) Love, DJ Lowe, and 
Anastasia Lowe; four Great 
Great Grandchildren Ameliah 
Dinatale, Able Willingham, 
Atticus Willingham, and David 
Kane Willingham; along with 
tons of loving nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and friends. She 
worked at Golden Flake for 15 
– 20 years; while there she was 
able to meet and have pictures 
taken with several famous 
people, including Paul ‘Bear’ 
Bryant, Gene Stallings, Pat 
Dye, Mike DuBose, and many 
more. She enjoyed spending 
time with her family and being 

around those that love her. The 
family will receive friends at 
Moss Service Funeral Home 
on Tuesday May 7, 2024, from 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. The Funeral 
Services will be held on the same 
day  at 1 p.m. at Moss Service 
Funeral Home with Bro. Harold 
Donald officiating. Interment 
will follow services in Flint 
Creek Cemetery in Vinemont.

Brenda Bailey, 81
Funeral service for Brenda Kay 
Bailey, age 81, of Hanceville, is 
Friday, May 10, 2024, at 12:30 
p.m., at Shelton Grove Baptist 
Church in Cold Springs. Mrs. 
Bailey will lie in state from 
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the 
church. Interment will be held 
immediately after, at New Salem 
Baptist Cemetery located at 590 
Center Grove Rd. Somerville, AL 
35670.   Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family. 
Mrs. Bailey was born Dec. 12, 
1942, to Woodrow Wilson 
Ryan, Sr. and Joyce E. Burleson 
Ryan in Jasper, Alabama. She 
passed from this life on May 
7, 2024. She is preceded in 
death by her parents; brother, 
Jimmy Dale Ryan; sister, Nina 
Jean Maples. She is survived 
by her loving husband of 60 
years, Lacy Richard Bailey; 
two sons, Harold Bailey, and 
Travis Bailey; one daughter, 
Regina Dale White (Byron); 
sisters, Ramonia Joyce Kimble 
(Dale), Connie Ann Smith; 
grandchildren, Seth Harrison 
Bailey (Jackie), Kelsi Briana 
White, Austin Tyler Bailey 
(Jessica), Parker Evan Bailey 
(Becky), Blair Trenton Bailey 
(Tiara); great-grandchildren, 
Gavin Bailey, Krew Bailey, 
Elena Bailey, Tripp Bailey, and 
Noah Bailey; a host of family and 
friends. Brenda loved farm life, 
especially canning vegetables 
from her garden, planting 
beautiful flowers, and feeding 
and admiring birds.  She is also 
remembered by family as a 
fierce protector of her husband, 
children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren.  She loved 
nothing more than being with 
them to laugh and enjoy each 
other’s company. She loved 

to read, and she truly enjoyed 
life to the fullest. She was a 
member of Macedonia Baptist 
Church when she was able to 
attend. Brenda will be very 
missed by the ones she loved 
and who love her.   Please visit 
www.cullmanfuneralhome.com 
to sign the online guestbook.

Brandi Herron Elrod, 47
Brandi Herron Elrod, age 47, 
passed from this life on Tuesday 
May 7, 2024, at her home in 
New Port Richey, Florida.  
Brandi was born Feb. 10, 1977, in 
Pikeville, Kentucky. She was the 
oldest daughter of Curtis Harold 
Herron. Brandi loved Jesus 
first and foremost. She was 
passionate about making others 
laugh. Brandi loved her family 
and friends, but most of all she 
adored her daughter, Lindsee. 
She loved all things Jeep, the 
water, turtles, butterflies, her 
music, UK Wildcats, and the 
Kansas City Chiefs. She will 
be greatly missed by all that 
knew and loved her.  Brandi 
was preceded in death by her 
grandparents, Curt Herron 
and Kathleen Herron of 
Manchester, Kentucky.   Brandi 
leaves behind to cherish her 
memory, her husband, Roger 
Elrod of New Port Richey, 
Florida; her daughters, Lindsee 
Leeann of New Port Richey, 
Florida, and Ashley Layne 
(Cody) of Cullman Alabama; 
her  grandchildren Levi, 
Maddie, Chandler, Briar, and 
Branch of Cullman, Alabama; 
her father, Curtis Herron of 
Pikeville, Kentucky; her two 
sisters, Cassandra Herron of 
London, Kentucky; Bethani 
Morgan (Josh) of Somerset, 
Kentucky; her nephew and niece 
Brantley Bruner and Oaklee 
Morgan of Somerset, Kentucky; 
her grandma Renee Cross, 
of New Port Richey, Florida; 
along with a host of aunts, 
uncles, cousins, and friends.   
There will be a celebration 
of life held on Saturday, May 
18, 2024, from 1-3 p.m. at 
Manchester Gospel Mission 
in Manchester, Kentucky with 
Pastor Tess Lipps officiating. 

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Legal Notice 
Staci Bryan is not reliable for any and all debts, 
Cullman and Cullman County. 925 County Road 792, 
Cullman, Alabama 35055. 
 
Staci Bryan 
staciphillips356@gmail.com  
256-470-4875 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Link 
of Cullman County is knee-
deep in preparations for its 
community education classes 
that are set to begin on May 
13. 
	 “The Link is driven to em-
power individuals and fami-
lies to build sustainable paths 
toward self-sufficiency and 
resilience. We not only want 
to provide services that meet 
vital, immediate needs but 
also to foster long-term con-
nections and opportunities 
for life-enhancing growth,” 
said Director of Programs 
Julie Hall. “We can only do 
this through collaboration 

and partnerships with or-
ganizations, volunteers and 
community members.”
	 The free classes begin 
Monday, May 13, at The Link. 
Topics ranging from active 
parenting and cooperative 
co-parenting strategies and a 
12-step program are includ-
ed. One of the offered courses, 
“Understanding Dad” delves 
deeper into the importance 
of a father figure in children’s 
lives; communication strate-
gies and tips will be shared to 
assist in strengthening par-
enting partnerships for the 
benefit of the child involved, 
ultimately leaving mothers 
and caregivers with valuable 
knowledge and the ability to 
ease the burden of a tumultu-

ous parenting relationship. 
	 Another class, “Anger 
Management arms,” will arm 
attendees with tactics to con-
trol their anger and impulses 
in situations that may be less 
than ideal.
	 This course will assist 
in identifying some of the 
underlying causes of anger 
and external outbursts and 
expressions of anger, en-
couraging the participants to 
move toward internal man-
agement.
	 "I was having a particu-
larly heated argument with 
my wife. As tensions esca-
lated and emotions ran high, 
I felt myself on the verge of 
erupting in anger. However, 
instead of reacting impul-

sively, I remembered to apply 
mindfulness techniques. I 
took a deep breath, centered 
myself and reminded myself 
to respond with clarity and 
composure,” shared a recent 
course graduate. 
	 “By remaining calm 
and collected, I was able to 
express myself effectively, 
articulate my concerns and 
listened attentively to my 
wife's perspective. We were 
able to communicate more 
openly, address underlying 
issues and work towards find-
ing mutually acceptable solu-
tions."
	 Monday, May 13, kicks 
off the courses with Under-
standing Dad at 10:30 a.m., 
followed by Anger Manage-

ment at 3 p.m. and Parenting 
Birth to 5 Years, which out-
lines various styles of par-
enting along with stages of 
child development and bond 
building that often go hand-
in-hand at 4 p.m. 
	 Tuesday, May 14, at 4 
p.m. sees Active Parenting, a 
comprehensive and in-depth 
parenting program aimed at 
helping parents of children 
ages 5 to 12 raise responsible, 
cooperative children who can 
resist negative peer pressure 
and thrive.
	 Thursday, May 16, at 3:30 
p.m. will be the Cooperative 
Co-Parenting course. This 
program helps separated 
parents with shared custody 
shield their children from on-

going and potentially damag-
ing parental conflict. Parents 
learn to navigate through the 
process of recovery with their 
children while establishing a 
cooperative long-term rela-
tionship.
	 Each Tuesday and Thurs-
day, year-round, The Link 
hosts a Biblically-based 12-
step program at noon.  
	 While the classes are free 
to attend, interested attend-
ees must register by scanning 
the provided QR code, by 
contacting The Link at 256-
775-0028 or by emailing Julie 
Hall at juliehall@linkingcull-
man.org.  
	 The Link of Cullman 
County is located at 708 
Ninth St. SE in Cullman. 

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

The Link community education courses beginning May 13

Katie Spicer
katie@cullmantribune.com

Fairview (from Front)

FAIRVIEW, Ala. — At its 
monthly meeting on Monday, 
May 6, the Fairview Town 
Council voted to assist the 
Fairview Volunteer Fire De-
partment with some neces-
sary purchases. 
	 Fire Chief Alan Miner 
requested that the council 
consider assisting the fire de-
partment with its purchase of 
new hoses, AED adapters and 

other medical supplies. 
	 Miner also discussed the 
fire department’s new ac-
counting system that is in the 
process being implemented. 
He reassured the council that 
this new financial system 
will create transparency in 
the VFD’s spending and also 
ensure the department is el-
igible to apply for grants by 
August 2024. 
	 Miner stated, “If y’all see 
any way clear to help us, we 
would appreciate it and any 

little bit will help. I’m looking 
forward to working with the 
Town. I want everything else 
to be in the past; we’re look-
ing forward.”
	 Councilman Steve Eddle-
man made a motion to fully 
cover all needs for the de-
partment up to $12,000. The 
motion was unanimously ap-
proved. 

In other business, the 
council:

•	 Received proposals from 
CDG Engineering for park 
plans

•	 Approved a motion to pay 
bills

•	 Approved renewal of Ai-
rEvac coverage

The next Fairview Town 
Council meeting will be held 
at 6 p.m. on June 3, 2024, at 
Fairview Town Hall, located 
at 7525 Alabama Highway 69. 

Center (from Front)
intricate part of our program 
so I’m thankful for the City 
of Hanceville’s council and 
mayor for allowing us to use 
the facility and I know it’s 
going to help build our pro-
gram.
	 Bulldogs Head Coach 
Wayne Davidson believes the 
added practice time in the 

facility will help develop the 
program’s players even fur-
ther and give them a chance 
to be more competitive state-
wide.
	 “I did a little research on 
the last several state champi-
ons in each classification and 
every single one of them had 
an indoor facility, so I think 

that says it all right there as 
far as how important it is,” 
Davidson said.
	 “It’s close enough to the 
school where we can do our 
prep work here and get ready 
before games and when we’re 
playing an away game, we can 
come over here first to warm 
up.

	 "Not only can we hit, our 
pitchers can do their war-
mups here too so it’s going to 
make a huge difference.
	 "It also becomes kind of a 
home, even more so than the 
field.
	 "We’re still furnishing it, 
but this has already become 
our home.”

HOLLY POND, Ala. — The 
Holly Pond Town Council on 
Monday passed amendments 
to add funds to two infra-
structure budgets, pointing 
to the cost of recently com-
pleted and planned projects. 
The amendments add a total 
of $35,000 to the Street and 
Park Lighting budgets for the 
remainder of the fiscal year.
	 Mayor Carla Hart said the 
Town had repaired a sinkhole 
in front of Holly Pond High 
School at a cost of $28,300, 
depleting the Street budget. 
For other planned proj-
ects, the council approved 
a $20,000 increase to the 

budget.
	 A proposed upgrade to 
lighting at Governors Park 
was estimated to cost $8,050, 
covering a new pole and lights 
for the parking area, along 
with lights for the back of the 
walking track and repairs to 
the existing lighting system. 
The council approved the 
$8,050 expenditure, then 
voted to add $15,000 to the 
Park Lighting budget. Hart 
also brought up the possibil-
ity of adding restrooms for 
the park behind town hall, for 
future planning.

Scrapyard ordinance 
update proposed
The council held a first read-
ing for an updated scrapyard 

ordinance in response to a 
request from Jared Ibrahim, 
owner of BNF Metals, to 
modify the Town ordinance 
that governs activities at his 
scrapyard on the east side of 
Holly Pond on U.S. Highway 
278.
	 Holly Pond’s scrapyard 
ordinance was written last 
year specifically in response 
to Ibrahim’s plan to locate 
his facility inside town limits. 
The current ordinance pro-
hibits burning of any mate-
rials at the facility and, in 
making the request, Ibrahim 
noted that residential neigh-
bors around him routinely 
burn garbage and yard debris, 
and he asked to be allowed to 
do the same.

	 According to Hart, Ibra-
him agreed to burn no haz-
ardous materials.
	 Holly Pond currently has 
no ordinance governing the 
burning of garbage, except 
the clause in the scrapyard 
ordinance.
	 The proposed update 
removed the prohibition 
against any burning, and re-
placed it with the clause “Any 
burning on the premises shall 
comply with State law.”
	 The council can vote on 
the ordinance at its next 
meeting.

Policies and fees for re-
cords requests set
The council approved a res-
olution that establishes pro-

cedures and creates forms for 
public records requests, and 
sets fees.
	 According to the reso-
lution, requests for records 
must be made in writing by a 
person who can show that “he 
or she has a direct, legitimate 
interest in the documents 
sought.”
	 Records approved for 
viewing will be shown in 
town hall, and cannot be re-
moved from the building.

The resolution sets the 
following fee schedule for 
copies of records:
•	 $1 per page if transmitted 
by electronic means
•	 $1 per page for black and 
white copies

•	 $2 per page for color 
copies
•	 Public Records Requests 
entailing research shall 
assess a $30 per hour fee or a 
$7.50 per quarter hour incre-
mental fee. All fees must be 
paid in advance.
•	 An additional fee of 50 
cents per page will apply if 
the applicant requests the re-
cords be mailed or faxed.
•	 Cost for requests that 
require minimal time and re-
sources may be waived by the 
town clerk. 

The Holly Pond Town Coun-
cil meets at 6 p.m. on the first 
Monday of each month at the 
Guy Hunt Library. The public 
is invited to attend.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Holly Pond increases budgets for infrastructure, prepares to update scrapyard ordinance


