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What are tax abatements, 
and are Cullman residents 

losing money on them?

CULLMAN, Ala. — With the 
recent news of a new busi-
ness coming to Cullman, and 
that business receiving a tax 
abatement as an incentive to 
locate here, questions have 
again arisen about what these 
abatements do, why they are 
offered and what they cost 
Cullman’s residents. The 
Tribune sat down with staff 
of the Cullman Economic De-
velopment Agency this week 
to find out more.

CEDA Director Dale Greer 
told The Tribune a few 
basics about abatements:

• They offset or help offset 
the cost of constructing or ex-
panding facilities that create 
jobs and bring more income 
to the community.
• They forgive or refund 
a portion of certain taxes 
(usually property taxes) that 
the business or industry 
pays for a certain amount of 
time. Cullman’s standard is 
10 years. After 10 years, the 
company must pay the tax. 
Even if the company asks for 
and gets another abatement 
for a new project or expan-
sion, it must still pay the full 
tax on its previously abated 
facilities and equipment.
• They do not take away any 
responsibility the company 

has for paying taxes that sup-
port education.
• They are commonly used 
by communities across the 
country to compete for busi-
nesses and industries. If one 
community does not want 
to offer financial incentives, 
plenty more will.
• They do not involve the 
City giving away to the com-
pany any money paid as taxes 
by residents. The abatement 
refunds to the company a 
certain amount of the taxes 
it has to pay. If the company 
does not earn enough to pay 
much in taxes, it does not get 
much abated.  If it does not 
meet certain standards set 
forth in the agree-

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Tax abatements encourage the location of new industries to a community, or the 
expansion of existing industries, such as the Reliance Worldwide Corporation 
distribution center built on Cullman’s southwest side in 2021.

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Jones Chapel VFD to receive drinking 
water from Anheuser-Busch program
JONES CHAPEL, Ala. — 
The Jones Chapel Volunteer 
Fire Department recently 
received confirmation that 
Anheuser-Busch will be 
sending a large quantity of 
drinking water to the unit as 
early as next week through a 
grant program. 

 Jones Chapel Volunteer 
Fire Department Chief Clint 
Thrasher said the unit is ex-
cited to receive the donation.
 “Anheuser-Busch is 
shipping the water from the 
brewery to a local distribu-
tor and then they will deliver 
it to (the) station in a beer 
truck hopefully next week,” 
Thrasher said.
 “They are doing this 

through the Emergency 
Drinking Water for Wildland 
Firefighters program from 
Anheuser-Busch in partner-
ship with the National Volun-
teer Fire Council (NVFC).”
 Thrasher said the grant 
opportunity was advertised 
by the NVFC.
 “We were awarded one 
pallet of canned water (2,352 
cans) through 

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

Annual City vs. County Blood 
Drive set for June 21 » PAGE 4

Cullman County CASA 
volunteers needed » PAGE 9

Fairview council talks 
new park, invites 
community input » PAGE 8

CCBOE recognizes 
Cold Springs High 
School track team » PAGE 8

CLINT THRASHER

The Jones Chapel Volunteer Fire Department will receive a 
pallet of canned water, thanks to the Emergency Drinking 
Water for Wildland Firefighters program, a partnership of 
Anheuser-Busch and the National Volunteer Fire Council.
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Cullman City Schools Superintendent Kyle 
Kallhoff gets dunked by an eager young bearcat 
at Cullman's first 2024 Second Friday.

2nd Fridays returns 
to downtown Cullman
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NERF wars!

CULLMAN, Ala. — This past 
Saturday the Heritage Park 
soccer fields transformed 
into a chaotic battleground 
as the ultimate NERF wars 
commenced. Hundreds of 
colorful NERF darts littered 
the fields, echoing the cha-
otic joy that ensued. Fami-
lies were decked out in their 
finest NERF gear, ready 
for action with their NERF 
blasters of choice locked and 
loaded.
 The scene was even more 
fun as favorite characters 
made their appearances. Kids 

donned helmets from legend-
ary heroes like Master Chief, 
the Mandalorian and Storm-
troopers.
 There was also a guest 
appearance by the beloved 
Pikachu – portrayed by a 
dad wielding one of the best 
NERF blasters of the day.  
 The Cullman Parks, Rec-
reation & Sports Tourism 
crew ensured a smooth start, 
efficiently organizing teams 
and explaining the rules for 
various matches.
 Participants were pro-
vided with water and vests, 
ensuring everyone was pre-
pared for the intense fun 
ahead.

 Capture the Flag set 
the rules for the first NERF 
battle, with the arena shaped 
by trademark NERF bunkers, 
barrels and other covers for 
players to hide behind.
 As the NERF wars began, 
the fields erupted in a flurry 
of movement and dart fire. 
 Kids and adults alike 
darted for cover, employing 
various strategies, for better 
or worse, as some kids chose 
to charge the line with their 
automatic NERF blasters, 
while others decided to stay 
in the background and pro-
vide artillery support by 
shooting their darts into the 
air with hopes that 

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

Master Chief and Team Yellow gear up to take on Team Orange for the first round of Capture the 
Flag at Cullman Parks, Recreation & Sports Tourism NERF wars on Saturday, June 15, 2024.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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SAVE$5,000

South Cullman Walmart car show raises 
funds for Children’s Miracle Network

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
team at the south Cullman 
Walmart came together with 
the community on Saturday, 
June 15, to put on a car show 
to raise money and awareness 
for the Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals. Featur-
ing everything from classic 

domestic cars to modern im-
ports, the show brought in 
droves of attendees through-
out the three-hour event. 
 “Associates at the south 
Cullman Walmart have a 
passion for helping families 
in our community, and there 
is no better way than sup-
porting Children’s Hospital 
Birmingham,” said south 
Cullman Walmart General 

Manager David Roberts. 
 The store cordoned off a 
portion of its Garden Center 
parking lot, designating 
enough space for the novel-
ty vehicles to be viewed. A 
lower portion of the lot was 
separated by a partition and 
housed officers, deputies and 
emergency response crews 
with their vehicles from the 
Cullman County 

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Cullman’s David Moss 
joins SouthPoint Bank 
Board of Directors » PAGE 3

2nd annual Miss 
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More than 670 earn place 
on President’s and Dean’s 
Lists at Wallace State » PAGE 5
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The team at the south Cullman Walmart came together 
with the community on Saturday, June 15, 2024, 
to put on a car show to raise money and awareness 
for the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals. 

» PAGE 6

» PAGE 7
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Local seniors flooded The Lodge at Stone Bridge 
Farms on Saturday, June 15, 2024, for the 
second annual Elder Abuse Awareness Day 
Event held by Render Aid Alabama.

Event focuses 
on elder abuse 
education, prevention

» PAGE 7
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Look at 
me! It's 
Ricky!

Ricky
CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
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Grady Malone 
appointed to Vinemont 
Town Council, Place 5

VINEMONT, Ala. — After 
losing the nomination for 
Place 3 earlier this month 
to Ross Campbell, resident 
Grady Malone was appointed 
to Vinemont Town Council, 
Place 5, at a special-called 
council meeting on Tuesday, 
June 18. The council held the 
meeting to hear nominations 
for the open seat.
	 Campbell took the seat 
left vacant by Charlotte 
Cosper, who resigned in 
April.
	 He was sworn in on June 
11. Malone will now take the 
seat left vacant by Sonya Co-
peland, who resigned that 
same night. 
	 Mayor Radginal Dodson 
and all sitting council mem-
bers were present for the 
meeting Tuesday, June 18, as 

they heard each Place 5 nom-
inee’s intentions if appointed 
to the open council seat. 
	 Former mayoral candi-
date and Vinemont Council-
woman Shirley Arnett made a 
spontaneous decision to join 
the list of prospective nom-
inees, submitting her name 
just before the meeting. 
Arnett, who has been a resi-
dent in the municipality for 
a significant period and has 
actively participated in area 
and local projects, presented 
her tenure and community 
involvement as her key qual-
ifications. 
	 “I have been involved 
since the early 2000s,” she 
said. “Since 2012, I’ve only 
missed two meetings in all 
that time.”
	 Councilman Chris 
Thompson opened the nom-
inations with the name of 
his past nominee for Place 

3 – Malone – a retired U.S. 
Army sergeant who currently 
works in building inspection 
in Madison and moved to 
Vinemont from Blountsville 
later in life.
	 Malone said he has plans 
to bring his past military 
experience to the open seat, 
building and strengthening 
teamwork and streamlin-
ing cooperation within the 
town’s municipal lines. 
	 Councilwoman Nina Jus-
tice seconded Malone’s nom-
ination, bringing the matter 
to a roll-call vote. Each of 
the sitting council members 
voted in favor of Malone, 
making him the appointee for 
Place 5.
	 Malone will be sworn in at 
the next regularly scheduled 
meeting of the council on 
July 8, 2024. The work ses-
sion will begin at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting will follow at 6.

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

The Vinemont Town Council at a special-called meeting on Tuesday, June 18, 
2024, appointed Grady Malone to Place 5. Left to right are Chris Thompson, Nina 
Justice, Ross Campbell, Bonnie Goodwin and Mayor Radginal Dodson.
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SAVE$5,000

Commission approves sales tax 
rebate for sporting goods store
CULLMAN, Ala. — At its 
regularly scheduled meeting 
on Tuesday, June 18, the Cull-
man County Commission 
discussed a proposed sales 
tax rebate and financial bene-
fits concerning a large sport-
ing goods retail store soon to 
come to Cullman. As The Tri-

bune previously reported, the 
business is Academy Sports + 
Outdoors. 
	 The commission ap-
proved a sales tax rebate for 
the store, to be located at the 
corner of King Edward Street 
Southwest and CSX Railways. 
The commission said the ap-
proximately 55,000-square-
foot franchise will bring an 
estimated 70-80 employ-

ment opportunities to Cull-
man County. 
	 Cullman County Eco-
nomic Development Director 
Matt Kinsland spoke in favor 
of the resolution before the 
commission to grant a sales 
tax rebate to the store for half 
of the County’s portion of 
sales tax received, capped at 
$833,000 and10 years. 
	 “If the sales 

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

CPD hosting ‘Coffee with 
a Cop’ this Saturday » PAGE 2

Alleged domestic 
violence incident turns 
deadly in Hanceville » PAGE 2
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Cullman County Economic Development Director Matt Kinsland 
addresses the Cullman County Commission on June 18, 2024.» PAGE 6
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With accessible parking completed, Berlin’s 
storm shelter was declared “officially 
ready for use” Monday, June 17, 2024.

Berlin cuts storm 
shelter ribbon, prepares 
for community festival

» PAGE 5
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported June 19

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported June 18, 2024. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
June 12
•	 criminal mischief-3rd 
degree; person; damage to '14 
Subaru; $100; Cherokee Ave 
SW

June 13
•	 organized retail theft; 
retail theft of property-2nd 
degree; CVS Pharmacy; gen-
eral merchandise; $2,477; 
2nd Ave NW

June 17
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree; theft of property-3rd 
degree; Eckenrod Ford/
person; ATV, trailer; $6,000; 
Hwy 157
•	 theft of property-2nd 
degree; person; cash; $1,600
•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-2nd degree; Circle K; gen-

eral merchandise; $2,291; 
Hwy 157
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree - harassing communi-
cations; person
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; person; phone; $500; 
Hwy 157
•	 harassment; person; 
Hickory Ave SW

June 18
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree; person; cash
•	 theft of property-2nd 
degree; person; iPhone, iPad; 
$2,300

ARRESTS
June 17-18
Schwitz, Chad I.; 47
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree - harassment

Boone Jr., Bobby W.; 41
•	 FTA - driving while li-
cense suspended (3 counts)
•	 FTA - insurance violation 
(2 counts)
•	 FTA - fail to register vehi-
cle (2 counts)

Murphey, Heather L.; 33
•	 FTA - possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA - unlawful posses-
sion of marijuana-2nd degree
•	 FTA - driving while li-
cense suspended

Graves, Jennifer Y.; 44

•	 resisting arrest
•	 assault-3rd degree
•	 menacing

Barnett, Loyd J.; 48
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree
•	 FTA - criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree

Barbee, Justin J.; 27
•	 FTA - driving without a 
license
•	 FTA - speeding
•	 FTA - insurance violation

Winstead, Gordon L.; 54
•	 GJ - retail theft of proper-
ty-1st degree
•	 GJ - organized retail theft

Keys, Alizay M.; 24
•	 GJ - possession of forged 
instrument-1st degree
•	 GJ - retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree

Walton, Jerry D.; 38
•	 FTA - driving under the 
influence

Morton, Alexander S.; 25
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

ai170923121612_AD03-57822-HandsFree-Lamar-3.5x4.pdf   1   2/29/24   12:26 PM

Go to Labor.Alabama.gov to locate 
a center near you and bridge the gap 
of unemployment.

BEING JOBLESS IS 
DIFFICULT ENOUGH. 
Getting help to bridge 
the gap shouldn’t be.

Funding provided by USDOL. An Equal Opportunity 
Employer/Program. Auxiliary aids and services available 
upon request to individuals with disabilities.

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider “Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

This ad is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $3,686,987 

with 100 percent funding by ACL/HHS.  The contents are those of the author(s) and do not neces-
sarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 
HANCEVILLE, Ala. — A 
Hanceville man is dead fol-
lowing an alleged domestic 
incident late Tuesday night, 
June 18.
	 Joseph Keith Chandler 
Jernigan, 37, was confirmed 
deceased by Cullman County 
Coroner Jeremy Kilpatrick 

following the incident, which 
occurred at Jernigan’s resi-
dence. 
	 "He had a single gunshot 
wound to the abdomen," Kil-
patrick said.
	 "He was transported to an 
area hospital where he died 
from his injuries related to 
his shooting."
	 According to officials 
at the scene, an unnamed 

female allegedly admitted to 
shooting Jernigan after the 
incident.
	 The Hanceville Police 
Department is investigating. 
Currently, no charges have 
been pressed against the un-
named female. 
	 More information will 
be made available as it's re-
leased. This is an active inves-
tigation.

Incident (from Front)
Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman Police Department 
began hosting Coffee with a 
Cop events almost  a decade 
ago as a way to bridge the 
gap between law enforce-
ment officers and local res-
idents.
	 CPD Public Relations 
Officer Adam Clark said the 

most recent Coffee with a 
Cop event, which was held 
before the COVID-19 pan-
demic, was held at Karma’s 
Coffee House, and the de-
partment felt now is a good 
time to start again.  
	 “Coffee with a Cop is 
nothing more than coffee 
and conversation,” he said.
	 “No agendas – just come 
in, have some coffee, meet 
some officers and have a 

great conversation.”
	 The event will take place 
this Saturday, June 22, from 
8-10 a.m. at Karma’s.
	 “We look forward to 
seeing everyone there and 
would like to thank Karma’s 
Coffee House for the oppor-
tunity to host the program 
again,” Clark said. 
	 Karma’s is located at 103 
First Ave. NE, Ste 140 in 
Cullman.

Coffee (from Front)
Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station next to the 
town’s park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a bag, 
and for $40 a shopper can fill 
a large box. Some of the items 
of greater value will require a 
larger donation. There will be 
some restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash and 
checks accepted. Proceeds will 
be used for park improvements 
and capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 
1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cull-
man

• Mondays-Fridays- Free hot 
meals for children Mondays 11 
a.m.-noon, Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. 
and Wednesdays-Fridays 11 
a.m.-noon. Cullman Housing 
Authority Community Center 
1545 Vine Circle SW. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for more 
information. Eat in or take out. 
Sponsored by Kids Loving Kids, 
Raising Arrows Ministry and 
Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birthday 
Blessings serves children ages 
1-18 in need of assistance to cel-
ebrate their birthdays. Register 
your child and pick up a birth-
day box with cake mix, icing, 
sprinkles, decorations and toys! 
Pickup is the last weekend of the 
month. Saturday (5100 Curry 
Highway Suite 100-B Jasper, AL 
35504) from 3-5 p.m. or the last 
Sunday of the month at Spirit 
Life Church Cullman from 12:30-
1 p.m.  Birth certificate is re-
quired at the time of box pickup. 
Register at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. For 
more information, text or call 
205-717-7478. 
• Friday, June 21 - Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and testi-
monies. Hurts, habits and hang-
ups are a part of everyone's life. 
Come and see how to overcome 
these and more! Bring a dish, 

dessert or drink for a potluck 
meal at 5:45 p.m.  Meeting starts 
at 6:30. Childcare provided. 
• Sunday, June 23 - 9 a.m. Van 
runs in the 5 Points Area. Call 
Cedric Davidson at 256-339-
5755 for pickup. Breakfast at 
9:30. Bible study classes for 
children, youth and adults at 10. 
Praise and worship and message 
by Pastor Bobby Dodd at 11. 

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 
Alabama Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handicap ac-
cessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at Cullman 
Housing Authority Community 
Center (1545 Vine Circle SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/pounds-
off approach to weight loss and 
management through weekly 
meetings providing information, 
accountability, support and en-
couragement where you make 
the changes that make sense to 
you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings

The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by some-
one else’s addiction. We offer 
Help by sharing our experiences, 
strength and hope. We carry 
the message of hope by letting 
others know that they are not 
alone by practicing the 12 Steps 
of NAR-ANON and changing 
our own attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our program 
is not a religious one, but a spir-
itual way of life. Meetings will 
be held at The Ruehl Building 
(Family Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings at 6 
p.m. Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don or 
Nancy McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more infor-
mation. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected 
by alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity Al-Anon Group meets 
each Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also a 
Zoom meeting each Tuesday at 
noon. The Courage to Change 
Al-Anon Family Group meets 
on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 305 Arnold 
St. NE in the Carriage House, 

located between the church and 
the Arnold House on the corner. 
For more information call 256-
734-2231 or 256-531-4429.

Master's Hand Food Pantry at 
The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Beans and Greens Feast
Saturday, June 22, from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. at Corinth West Method-
ist Church, 5130 County Road 
1101,  Vinemont, 35179. Menu - 
pinto beans, green beans, Great 
Northern beans, turnip greens, 
cornbread, dessert and more! $8. 

Speegle Family Reunion
• Sunday, July 14, at the Spee-
gle Family Point (334 County 
Rd 321, Crane Hill, AL  35053) 
beginning around 10:30 a.m.  
Please join us and bring a cov-
ered dish for lunch at noon.  
Contact Judy Shannon (256-
338-0676) or Terry Phillips 
(256-656-3327) if you need ad-
ditional information.  
• Come eat and enjoy the day 
with us at the beautiful Speegle 
Family Point.

Rock the South
July 18-20, at York Farms. Get 
tickets and more info at www.
rockthesouth.com.

Cullman County Sports Hall 
of Fame Induction Ceremony 
and Banquet
Saturday, July 20, at Stone 
Bridge Farms. Tickets can be 
purchased at First Southern Fi-
nancial, 1622 Second Ave. SW, 
Cullman, phone 256-737-5120 
or call Jackie Satterfield at 256-
636-4445. Tickets are $20 each 
and no tickets will be sold after 
July 17.

West Point Class  of 1962 Re-
union
The West Point High School 
class of 1962 will have their 52nd 
reunion on Saturday, July 27, at 
11:30 a.m. at the Brandin Iron 
Restaurant in West Point. For 
more information call Linda at 
256-747-6883.

Swamp John’s Dinner at 
the Center Hill Community 
Center
Friday, Aug. 2, at the Center 
Hill Community Center, from 
4-7 p.m. $15 per plate includes 
dessert and drink. For directions 
or more information please call 
256-708-2218.

COMMUNITY CORNER

SERVICES
SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVER-
TISE STATEWIDE or by 
region in over 100 News-
papers, reaching over 
1 million readers each 
week! Run your ad in our 
Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise 
statewide!

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. Call: 
1-855-405-8901.

NEW AUTHORS 
WANTED! Our pub-
lishing staff will help 
you self-publish your 
own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited 
offer! Why wait? Call now: 
1-877-567-9754.

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for 
a FREE QUOTE from 
America's Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let 
us take the stress out of 
moving! Speak to a Relo-
cation Specialist, call 844-
925-3534.

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area and 
do repairs to protect your 
family and your home's 
value! If you have water in 
your home that needs to 
be dried, Call 24/7: 1-877-
727-2344 Have zip code 
of service location ready 
when you call!

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 

Begin a new career and 
earn your Degree at CTI! 
Online Computer & Med-
ical training available for 
Veterans & Families! To 
learn more, call 866-475-
1014 (M-F 8am-6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-855-
405-8647.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! 
A cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 50 
Pill Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-855-405-9791.

FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 
overpaying for your ser-
vice, call now for a free 
quote and see how much 
you can save! 1-866-816-
3535.

DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE Starting 
at $59.99/month! Free 
Installation! 160+ chan-
nels available. Call Now 
to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV! 
844-594-7108.

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING? Call today schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-877-568-
2248.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home 
estimates make it conve-
nient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. 
Top quality - Made in the 
USA. Call for free consul-
tation: 1-855-405-8839. 
Ask about our specials!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-

vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-833-
683-2005.

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with 
a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase* Call 1-877-323-
5516 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power 
move.

SAFE STEP. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-844-871-6175.

WESLEY FINANCIAL 
GROUP, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package 
and learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 866-
605-5915.

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 866-816-
1208.

JACUZZI BATH RE-
MODEL can install a 
new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change 

and vary by dealer.) Offer 
ends 6/30/24. Call 1-877-
205-0836.

REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
with the best looking and 
longest lasting material 
– steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer 
– up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163.

RV SALE! Millican RV 
America Spring RV Super 
Sale: April 19th & 20th. 
256-775-8030, I-65 Exit 
299. Save thousands. Spe-
cial financing. Factory 
reps on location.

WHEN VETERINARY 
CARE is unavailable 
or unaffordable, ask for 
Happy Jack® animal 
healthcare products for 
cats, dogs, & horses. At 
Tractor Supply® (www.
happyjackinc.com).

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. All 50 
States. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans 
find work or start their 
own business. Call 24/7: 
1-855-405-8927.

AUTO INSURANCE 
from $29 month Free 
2-minute Quote! We 
Compare all Insurance 
providers offers for you! 
Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943.

VEHICLE TITLE Prob-
lems? We have a solution! 
Call Jason Steward Enter-
prises, We’re Alabama’s 
#1 Vehicle Title Problem 
Experts! Free telephone 
consultation. North AL 
1-256-850-0527, Central 
AL 1-205-267-5735, South 
AL 1-251-342-8538.

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 

75 County Road 1339 
Cullman, AL 35058 

(256) 734-4531 
www.cullmanstockyard.com 

 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 



4 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JUNE 20, 2024

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JUNE 20, 2024COMMUNITY MATTERS —SPORTS

BREMEN, Ala. — Cold 
Springs senior Ella Bruer 
had an amazing basketball 
career and made so many 
great memories during her 
years playing for the Eagles. 
She got to play with a lot of 
great teammates and they 
all enjoyed the experience 
together.
	 "My favorite memories 
would definitely be going to 
the state tournament with 
my team two years in a row. 
The car rides to Birmingham, 
staying in the hotels, and just 
the atmosphere of our team 
growing as a family was by far 
my favorite. Making it to the 
state tournament two years 
in a row was truly an experi-
ence. We knew we had to stay 
focused, but we also wanted 
to have some fun. The group 
of girls I got to experience 
that with were amazing. You 
couldn't have asked for a 
better group of girls to have 
out there on the court with 
you. I know we came up short 
both years, but I loved every 
second of playing with those 
girls. They never gave up and 
always gave their best."
	 Bruer added, 
	 "I learned that you are 
never going to be handed an 
opportunity like that. You 
have to work for it. Being 
an athlete is hard, but you 
learn some very valuable life 
lessons during those times. I 
learned that everyone in my 
community is still going to be 
proud of me, even if I messed 
up during the game, or that 
we lost. I will always have a 
community behind me that 
loves me and is proud of me."
	 She got an amazing op-
portunity to play for head 
coach Tammy West and 
soaked up so much from her 
during her career.
	 "I loved playing for coach 
West. Growing up, I had 
dreamt of playing for a state 
championship. When I start-
ed playing for her, I knew one 
day, I was going to make that 
happen. She is an amazing 
coach on and off the court, 
and she grew a relationship 
with us off the court. I will 
always be grateful for that 
relationship," Bruer said. "I 
learned how to always be the 
best I can be. I learned how 
to be a better person on and 
off the court, and always be 
respectful to others. I will 
mostly remember the memo-
ries, but I will remember the 
friendships and the family 
that I made with the girls I 
played with. I will definitely 
miss playing with my best 
friends and that feeling in the 
locker room after we had won 
a game," she said. "My 10th 
grade year, I wanted to quit 
basketball, because I hated 
it, then coach West told me to 

remember your why. I had to 
remember why I played bas-
ketball in the first place, and 
I stuck with that. I continued 
to play and gradually, as the 
year went on, it got better, 
and I gained my love back for 
the sport. That advice helped 
me out a lot. It helped me 
pushed myself, even when 
things got hard, and it helped 
me gain my confidence back. 
I got a tattoo in her handwrit-
ing, since she's the one that 
mentioned it, and stuck with 
it throughout the season, 
making it our motto."
	 She talked about some of 
her favorite games that she 
was a part of and how blessed 
she felt to be with her team-
mates.
	 "Some of my favorite 
games were the state cham-
pionship my junior year, the 
regional championship this 
year, our first game playing 
in our new gym, and when 
we played West Point at their 
place this year. It was their 
Senior Night, and we just 
had some injuries on our 
team and lost to them in the 
county tournament. We went 

there and beat them," she 
said.
	 "This team was just a 
bundle of joy. I was close with 
everyone on our team. We 
never had drama. If we had a 
problem, we put it aside, be-
cause we knew we had to be 
close to play good together. 
We always had a good time 
on the court, goofing off in 
practice and just being on the 
court together having fun in 
games."
	 She talked about some 
of her favorite high school 
memories and why Cold 
Springs will always hold a 
special place in her heart.
	 "Some of my favorite 
high school memories were 
during homecoming week, 
when we did our class lip 
sync. In 10th grade, we had 
parties every Friday in one 
of our classes, so those were 
always fun," she said.
	 "The people really have 
had an effect on this place. 
Cold Springs just feels like 
home. Everyone knows ev-
eryone, and we're all just like 
a big family. Just knowing 
that I had a whole commu-

nity supporting me in every-
thing I did make it the best 
part of being an Eagle. I will 
always remember the friend-
ships and family I've made 
at CSH, and I will definitely 
miss playing basketball the 
most," she said.
	 "My role models in bas-
ketball were definitely Mrs. 
West and Mrs. Adams, and 
then growing up, I wanted to 
be like Camryn Crider, who 
graduated a few years ago 
from Cold Springs. In school, 
my role model would have to 
be my older sister, Madison."
	 Off the court, Bruer was 
in a few clubs at Cold Springs 
and enjoyed every second 
of that experience. She also 
received a couple of schol-
arships and felt blessed that 
her hard work paid off.
	 "I was the president of 
the Student Council. I was 
also in the National Honor 
Society, and the 1936 Club. 
It was an honor to be a part 
of those clubs. Just being a 
part of something at Cold 
Springs outside of sports 
was just a fun experience 
being with friends and doing 

community service," she 
said. "I received the Applied 
Technology Future Foun-
dation Scholarship, and 
The Cullman Savings Bank 
scholarship. It felt good re-
ceiving those scholarships. I 
was truly honored to receive 
them."
	 She learned so much 
about herself during her 
time at Cold Springs and 
gave some advice to those 
students that will be starting 
high school in August.
	 "I've learned that I can 
be a leader and impact peo-
ple's lives just by doing the 
little things. I have learned 
mostly that I personally love 
to help others more than I do 
myself," she said.
	 "I would say, don't try to 
please everyone else. Find 
your group and stick with 
them. Don't focus on what 
other people think about you 
and be yourself. My advice 
to them is to always push 
through. It will get hard, but 
you have to keep working. 
Every chance you get, you 
have to prove you want to 
be there. Always give your 

best, even when you want to 
give up, and keep a positive 
attitude. You're a family, so 
you have to prove you can 
work together with them to 
be great. What I want people 
to remember about me is 
that I always tried my best. 
Even when we were down, I 
was doing whatever it took to 
keep my team up and to not 
get down."
	 Bruer played alongside 
her younger sister, Hollyn, 
during her last two seasons 
and made so many great 
memories with her in the 
process.
	 "Getting to make those 
experiences and memories 
was amazing, but getting to 
do it with my sister was even 
better,” Bruer said.
	 “Getting to be a part of 
one of my sister's biggest 
dreams just makes it feel so 
much more special to me. 
Knowing that I got to make 
an impact in her life by being 
a part of those dreams will 
always hold a very special 
place in my heart. I'm so 
grateful I got to experience it 
with her."

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Cold Springs’ Ella Bruer
ELLA BRUER

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Headlined by senior center 
Brady Wilson and sopho-
more wide receiver Amare 
Thomas, the UAB football 
team had 11 players named 
to the Preseason All-AAC 
Teams by two different out-
lets in Athlon Sports and Phil 
Steele.
	 Athlon Sports tabbed 
Wilson as a First Team All-
AAC selection.
	 Wilson started every 
game at center last season 
and anchored an offense line 
that helped UAB set a school 
record for yards per game 
(450.0).
	 A Rimington Trophy 
Watch List member, Wilson 
had an 81.6 pass blocking 
grade according to PFF Col-
lege and allowed only two 
sacks across 485 pass block-
ing snaps in 2023.
	 Thomas erupted onto the 

scene as a rookie in 2023 and 
set the UAB freshman recep-
tions record with 53 catches, 
which were the seventh most 
single season catches by a 
Blazer in school history. 
	 Overall, he had 53 catch-
es for 437 yards and three 
touchdowns with a career 
high nine catches at No. 1 
Georgia and a career-best 99 
yards at Tulane.
	 Below is the full list of 
recipients for both Athlon 
Sports and Phil Steele Pre-
season All-AAC Selections:

ATHLON SPORTS

First Team Offense:
•	 C Brad Wilson

Second Team Offense:
•	 WR Amare Thomas

Third Team Offense:
•	 QB Jacob Zeno
•	 RB Lee Beebe
•	 OL Luke Jones

Third Team Defense:
•	 DL Desmond Little
•	 DL Kevin Penn
•	 LB Michael Moore
•	 CB Colby Dempsey

PHIL STEELE

Third Team Offense:
•	 QB Jacob Zeno
•	 C Brady Wilson
•	 Third Team Defense:
•	 DL Desmond Little
•	 CB Colby Dempsey

Fourth Team Offense:
•	 WR Amare Thomas
•	 OL DJ Jones

Fourth Team Defense:
•	 DL Kevin Penn
•	 LB OC Brothers

The Blazers are 70 days 
away from opening the 2024 
season at home against 
Alcorn State. Kickoff at Pro-
tective Stadium is set for 7 
p.m. on ESPN+.

Ted Feeley
UAB Athletics

UAB Center Brady Wilson
UAB ATHLETICS

UAB lands 11 on Athlon Sports & Phil Steele AAC Preseason Teams

PREP SPORTS

'Remember your why': Cold Springs' 
Ella Bruer reflects on Eagle years

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Special to The 
Cullman Tribune

CULLMAN, Ala. — Wanna 
go fast...well, actually more of 
a medium pace? Then Ricky – 
aka Ricky Bobby – is the per-
fect fit for you!
	 He is an approximately 
3-4-year-old shepherd mix 
with medium energy. This 
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best, even when you want to 
give up, and keep a positive 
attitude. You're a family, so 
you have to prove you can 
work together with them to 
be great. What I want people 
to remember about me is 
that I always tried my best. 
Even when we were down, I 
was doing whatever it took to 
keep my team up and to not 
get down."
	 Bruer played alongside 
her younger sister, Hollyn, 
during her last two seasons 
and made so many great 
memories with her in the 
process.
	 "Getting to make those 
experiences and memories 
was amazing, but getting to 
do it with my sister was even 
better,” Bruer said.
	 “Getting to be a part of 
one of my sister's biggest 
dreams just makes it feel so 
much more special to me. 
Knowing that I got to make 
an impact in her life by being 
a part of those dreams will 
always hold a very special 
place in my heart. I'm so 
grateful I got to experience it 
with her."

Get ready for the 3rd annual 
H.P.R. Pro Rodeo June 29

CULLMAN, Ala. — The third 
annual Hanceville Parks and 
Recreation Pro Rodeo is back, 
bigger and better than ever 
on Saturday, June 29, at the 
Cullman County Agricultural 
Trade Center. Gates open at 
5:30 p.m., and the rodeo starts 
at 7. Tickets for the H.P.R. Pro 
Rodeo will be sold at the gate, 
with prices set at $20 for ages 
12 and older, $12 for ages 6-12 
and free entry for children 5 
and younger.
	 Event organizer and di-
rector of Hanceville Parks and 
Recreation, David Wasilews-
ki, shared the significance 
of the H.P.R. Rodeo. "We are 
bringing a whole new feel to 
this year's event by teaming 
with Southern Rodeo Compa-
ny to deliver an action-packed 
experience. This rodeo is very 
significant for the communi-
ty as we aim to raise money 
for programs and events for 
the citizens of Hanceville,” 
shared Wasilewski. 
	 Attendees can look for-
ward to a full slate of classic 
rodeo events, including bare-
back and saddle bronc riding, 
steer wrestling, tie-down 
roping, team roping, break-
away roping, barrel racing 
and the ever-popular bull 
riding. For those seeking a bit 
of hands-on excitement, the 
event will feature a mechan-

ical bull, offering a fun chal-
lenge for children and adults.
	 In addition to the rodeo 
competitions, the event will 
feature a variety of food 
trucks and vendors. Attend-
ees can enjoy delicious offer-
ings from The Street Kitchen 
and Carnival Cravings, as 
well as traditional concession 
stand fare inside the arena. 
A diverse range of vendors, 
including those selling hats, 
T-shirts and leather goods, 
will also be present.Sponsor-
ship opportunities are still 
available, with arena banner 
packages being offered. In-
terested sponsors are en-
couraged to reach out to the 
event organizers for more 
details on how they can sup-
port this community event. 
The H.P.R. Rodeo not only 
promises a night of old-school 
rodeo entertainment, but also 
serves as a vital fundraiser for 
Hanceville Parks and Recre-
ation programs. 
	 "The money raised by 
the H.P.R. Rodeo will go 
right back into our park and 
rec events and programs," 
Wasilewski explained.
	 For additional infor-
mation on the rodeo or to 
become a sponsor, call 256-
735-6549 or 256-595-7763. 
You can also contact David 
Wasilewski at parkdirector@
cityofhanceville.net or visit 
the Hanceville Park and Rec 
Facebook page.

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

BERLIN, Ala. — The Town 
of Berlin cut the ribbon on its 
new storm shelter Monday, 
June 17, following comple-
tion of accessible parking 
spaces, and Mayor Patrick 
Bates during Monday eve-
ning’s town council meeting 
declared the shelter “official-
ly ready for use.” He added 
that the Town will reach out 
to Cullman EMA to add the 
shelter to the list of avail-
able shelters in the event of a 
weather emergency.
	 “That’s our first major 
project outside of our road 
work,” said Bates, thanking 
the North Alabama Region-
al Council of Governments, 
Cullman County Commis-
sioner Kelly Duke and the 
Town of Vinemont for their 
assistance with the project.
	 The council unanimously 
approved an amended busi-
ness license ordinance, ex-
empting businesses making 
less than $10,000 per year 
within the town limits, as 
well as renters who make less 
than $20,000 per year in the 
town.

Getting ready for big July 
event
The council announced the 
hiring of Event Coordina-
tor Kalynn Sallee, who will 
begin immediately helping 
with plans for the upcoming 
Farmers Market Commu-
nity Day special event, held 
in conjunction with Sweet 

Grown Alabama Day on Sat-
urday, July 13, 2024. Addi-
tionally, the Town has hired 
Glen Laney to assist closer to 
the event, and has two other 
temporary part-time posi-
tions available. Originally 
requiring applicants 18 and 
older, Bates announced that 
the Town now has the neces-
sary permits to offer the jobs 
to qualified 16 and 17 year 
olds.
	 Town Clerk Keirstyn 
Montgomery, who oversees 
the Farmers Market, told the 
council that 16 or 17 vendors 
have already completed nec-
essary paperwork to partici-
pate in the event, and around 

26 more are in the process of 
completing theirs.
	 Bates observed, “So it’s 
going to be the biggest event 
we’ve had, including the first 
one that we did.”
	 The council also passed 
a resolution to apply for a 
Resource Conservation and 
Development (RC&D) grant 
to construct handicapped-ac-
cessible bathrooms for the 
planned park and recreation 
area around Berlin Town 
Hall and the Farmers Market.  
Bates said design work on the 
park continues, and he hopes 
to be able to put some items 
out for bid at the next council 
meeting, with construction 

starting as soon as November.
	 Bates told the council he 
will seek bids for reconstruc-
tion on County Roads 1612 
and 1614, as the roads are 
temporarily reconverted to 
gravel.
	 The Town needs to relo-
cate water lines, and hopes to 
widen the roads to two lanes, 
though such a change would 
require widening of the right 
of way after consultation 
with property owners on the 
roads.
	 The Berlin Town Council 
meets at 7 p.m. on the third 
Monday of each month at 
Berlin Town Hall. The public 
is invited to attend.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Berlin cuts storm shelter ribbon, 
prepares for community festival

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

With accessible parking completed, Berlin’s storm shelter was declared “officially ready for use” Monday, June 17, 2024.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Berlin’s storm shelter, far right, is located on the northeast side of Berlin Town Hall.

Many Alabama elderly, disabled adults in need of foster care

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Al-
abama’s elderly and disabled 
adults can often find them-
selves in more vulnerable 
circumstances and in need 
of special care. The Alabama 
Department of Human Re-
sources (DHR) is helping by 
finding adult foster homes to 
assist older adults who may 
have trouble caring for them-
selves. 
	 Adult foster care helps 
those elderly and disabled 
adults stay in family-style 
homes instead of institution-
al settings when relocation 
is necessary to provide them 

round-the-clock care. 
	 In FY 2023, Alabama 
DHR received more than 
12,000 reports of elder abuse 
or neglect. That’s an increase 
of 125 percent since 2013. 
With the help of qualified and 
capable adult foster homes, 
many of these cases could be 
avoided. DHR’s goal is to re-
cruit at least one adult foster 
home in each of Alabama’s 67 
counties. 
	 “The rise in elder abuse 
and neglect over the last 
decade has been dishearten-
ing, but we have also seen so 
many individuals step up to 
provide loving, caring homes 
for many of Alabama’s aging 
individuals,” said Alabama 

DHR Commissioner Nancy 
Buckner. “Becoming an adult 
foster care provider is both 
helpful for the adult in need 
and incredibly rewarding 
for the person opening their 
home. The need for these 
extraordinary individuals 
is growing every day and I 
believe there are many more 
Alabamians who are ready to 
step up and help.”
	 The Adult Foster Care 
program serves adults who 
can live safely in a home envi-
ronment but may need assis-
tance with daily life.
	 “We are proud to partner 
with DHR to find the abso-
lute best services and care 
for seniors in need,” said Al-

abama Department of Senior 
Services Commissioner Jean 
Brown. “Adult Foster Care 
is a life-changing experience 
for everyone involved and 
can brighten the lives of some 
of Alabama’s most vulnerable 
residents.”
	 Beth Nelson is an adult 
foster care provider in 
Elmore County. She said 
being an Adult Foster Home 
provider has made her life 
richer and considers her ex-
perience a blessing. 
	 “I’ve had an adult foster in 
my home for nearly 16 years 
and it has enriched both of 
our lives,” Nelson said. “I 
don’t know what would have 
happened to him had I not 

taken him in back then. We’ve 
become family and do every-
thing together.”
	 Gov. Kay Ivey proclaimed 
June 15, 2024, World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day in Ala-
bama to raise awareness and 
hopefully encourage anyone 
thinking of opening their 
home to take that next step. 
	 Those interested in be-
coming adult foster care pro-
viders are encouraged to con-
tact their county DHR office. 
More information, including 
eligibility requirements, is 
available at dhr.alabama.gov/
AFC. DHR also reminds the 
public to report suspected 
adult abuse, neglect and ex-
ploitation by calling the Adult 

Abuse Hotline at 1-800-458-
7214, emailing aps@dhr.
alabama.gov or contacting a 
county DHR office. Warning 
signs include: 

•	 Increased fear or anxiety
•	 Isolation from friends or 
family
•	 Withdrawal from normal 
activities
•	 Unusual changes in be-
havior or sleep
•	 Unexplained injuries, 
bruises, cuts or sores
•	 Unsanitary living condi-
tions and poor hygiene
•	 Unusual or sudden 
changes in financial spending 
patterns, wills, or other im-
portant documents

Special to The 
Cullman Tribune

CULLMAN, Ala. — Wanna 
go fast...well, actually more of 
a medium pace? Then Ricky – 
aka Ricky Bobby – is the per-
fect fit for you!
	 He is an approximately 
3-4-year-old shepherd mix 
with medium energy. This 

unassuming fellow is always 
patient in his kennel but truly 
cherishes the time you give 
him.
	 Ricky a big fan of back-
packs and he’s a quick learner 
who is sensitive to your voice, 
as well as hand signals.
	 He loves cooling off in the 
kiddie pool and is the perfect 
example of a companion/

hiking/therapy dog!
	 Are you ready to meet 
Ricky?
	 Head over to Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 935 
Convent Road NE, Monday 
through Friday, from 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. for a meet and greet.  
	 His adoption fee includes 
neuter, DHLPP vaccine, Bor-
detella vaccines, rabies vac-

cine, wormer, general exam 
at the vet and microchip. 
	 Contact the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 
256-734-5448 or cullman-
animalshelter@co.cullman.
al.us.
	 Happy tails! The shelter 
reports that our last Pet of 
the Week, Badger, has been 
adopted!

Ricky (from Front)
Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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generated does not meet the 
$833,00 within the 10 years 
requested, then this would 
terminate. And then also, 
likewise, if the $833,000 is 
met before the 10 years, then 
this agreement terminates at 
that point also,” Kinsland ex-
plained.
	 “And then also, I’d just 
like to point that the City is 
considering doing their half 
of their portion that they 
receive as well, as far as this 
project. So, if we receive 
$833,000, that also means 
that the County would take 
into their General Fund 
$833,000 on this project, so I 
feel it’s a good project.” 
	 The commission also 
heard from Cullman County 
Engineer Philip Widner 
about the need for new 
equipment. He said the Road 
Department’s paving ma-
chine is outdated and under-
going repairs. He said he and 
County Administrator John 
Bullard discussed purchasing 
a new paving machine in the 
upcoming fiscal year; howev-
er, the major repairs needed 
to the current machine make 
the new machine a necessity 
sooner rather than later, ac-
cording to Widner. He said 
he found the new machine is 
in high demand and difficult 
to obtain and purchase. The 
commission agreed to sign a 
letter of intent to purchase a 
paving machine when one be-
comes available, earmarking 
those funds for that specific 
purchase. 

In other business, the com-
mission: 

•	 Recognized Judy Aaron 
for her outstanding service to 
the Arkadelphia Community

•	 Recognized Deborah 
Harden retiring after 32 
years of service with the Rev-
enue Department

•	 Recognized Jerry Brad-
ford retiring after 10 years of 
service with CARTS 

•	 Approved Resolution 
2024-25: Changed speed 
limit to 35 miles per hour 
on County Road 939 Ap-
proved Resolution 2024-26: 
Changed speed limit to 40 
miles per hour on County 
Road 1534

•	 Approved Resolution 
2024-27: Set speed limit to 
15 miles per hour on County 
Road 464

•	 Approved Resolution 
2024-28: Set speed limit to 
15 miles per hour on County 
Road 465

•	 Approved Resolution 
2024-29: Approved the exe-
cution and delivery of Autho-
rizing Approved Resolution 
related to a Sporting Goods 
Store Project Development 
Agreement

•	 Ratified Agreement be-
tween the Cullman County 
Commission and Cullman 
County Sheriff's Office to 
house Autauga County 
detainees at the Cullman 
County Jail

•	 Authorized Chairman 
to sign change order from 
Stateline Mechanical for 
the Cullman County Court-
house HVAC upgrades in the 
amount of $23,057

•	 Approved the access plan 
for County Roads associat-

ed with the Rock the South 
Event

•	 Approved payment of 
quarterly liability endorse-
ment to ACCA LSIF in the 
amount of $10,984.83

•	 Approved payment to 
Servpro for remediation at 
the Cullman County Board 
of Education Building in the 
amount of $33,661.23

•	 Amended the purchase 
of two Ford Maverick Super 
Crew from the May 21, 2024, 
meeting to reflect the price 
of $27,370 each off State Bid 
from Stivers for the Revenue 
Department

•	 Approved proposed plat 
for Long Branch Pointe Sub-
division; a major subdivision 
containing five lots in Com-
mission District 4. The subdi-
vision is located off of County 
Road 41, a quarter mile north 
of the intersection of County 
Road 41 and County Road 51

•	 Approved proposed plat 
Connie's Cottages Subdivi-
sion. A minor subdivision 
containing seven lots in Com-
mission District 4. The subdi-
vision is located on County 
Road 949, beginning at the 
intersection of County Road 
950

•	 Approved Bid 1465: 
Brothers Concrete Supply for 
Hauling aggregate, asphalt 
and other various materials

The next commission work 
session will be Tuesday, 
July 16, at 4 p.m. in the com-
mission meeting room. The 
meeting will follow at 6. 

Rebate (from Front)

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS
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Obituary Announcements: June 18-19
Joan Faye 
Williams, 86
Funeral services for 
Joan Williams, 86, of 
Bremen will be 11 a.m. 
Thursday, June 20, at 
Hanceville Funeral 
Home Chapel. Burial 
will follow the service at 
Shady Grove Cemetery. 
Rev. Horace Swann 
will be officiating 
services. Visitation 
will be Wednesday, 
June 19 from 6-8 p.m. 
at Hanceville Funeral 
Home. Mrs. Williams 
was born June 29, 1937, 
in Cullman, Alabama, 
to the late Dwight and 
Lessie Campbell Lee.  
She passed away June 
18, 2024 at her home in 
Bremen, Alabama. Mrs. 
Williams is survived 
by her children, 
Diane Whitlock 
(Greg), Anita Mitchell 
(Kenneth), Randy 
Williams (Lynn), Brian 
Williams (Denise); 
sister, Freda Perdue; 
11 grandchildren, 21 
great grandchildren, 
four great-great 
grandchildren; and a 
host of nieces, nephews, 
friends and family. In 
addition to her parents, 
Mrs. Williams was 
preceded in death by 
her husband, Archie 
Williams; daughter, 
Loretta Williams; 
brother, Norman; 
sister, Hilda Nichols 
(Don); and brother-
in-law, Glenn Perdue.

Larry Lucas, 70
Larry Lucas, age 70, of 
Vinemont, Alabama 
passed away on 
Tuesday, June 18, 2024.  
There are no services 
planned at this time.  

Wilton G. McNiel, 79
Wilton G. McNiel, 

age 79, of Baileyton, 
Alabama, passed 
away on Sunday, 
June 16, 2024. There 
are no services 
planned at this time.  

Simeon ‘Sim’ 
Jonathan Calvert. 96
Funeral services for 
Mr. Simeon Jonathan 
Calvert, age 96 of 
Cullman, Alabama will 
be held on Thursday, 
June 20, 2024, at 
11 a.m. in the First 
Baptist Church of 
Cullman; internment 
in the Cullman City 
Cemetery. Mr. Calvert 
died Monday, June 17, 
2024. He was born on 
Aug. 19, 1927, in Cullman 
County, Alabama to 
parents Ervin Otis 
Calvert and Florence 
Dean Calvert. He was 
preceded in death 
by his wife, Virginia 
Drinkard Calvert, his 
son Maurice Calvert, 
and sister Betty Calvert 
Lowry. Mr. Calvert 
is survived by his 
children Rocky (Jane) 
Calvert, Cathy Calvert, 
and Roger (Bonnie) 
Calvert; grandchildren 
Jonathan (Kim) 
Calvert, and Baili 
Calvert (Matt) Busby; 
great-grandchildren 
Autumn Calvert and 
Forrest Calvert; sisters 
Mary Nell Calvert 
Crook and Glenda 
Calvert (Dennis) Shin; 
and Mr. Calvert's 
little dog Scooter. 
After graduating from 
Cullman High School 
in 1946, he served 
in the United States 
Army (1946-48), and in 
the Korean War from 
1950-51. Mr. Calvert 
served his community 
as a State Farm agent 
for 44 years. He was a 

long-time member of 
First Baptist Church 
Cullman. Visitation will 
be on Wednesday, June 
19, from 6-8 p.m. at Moss 
Service Funeral Home. 
The Calvert Family 
acknowledges with 
gratitude the kind and 
professional care Mr. 
Calvert received from 
The Neighborhood of 
Cullman, Hanceville 
Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center, 
and SouthernCare 
New Beacon Hospice. 
The Family offers 
the following local 
charities for memorial 
donations: The 
Committee on Church 
Cooperation, P.O. Box 
1542, Cullman, AL 
35056-1542; Cullman 
Caring for Kids, PO 
Box 698, Cullman, 
AL 35056-0698

Emmett Mac 
Wallace, 85
Emmett Mac Wallace 
was born in Cullman, 
Alabama on Jan. 4, 1939, 
to Daisy Runge. He was 
known to most simply 
as Mac.  He is survived 
by his loving wife of 44 
years, Elaine Wallace. 
His brother Danny 
Wallace and sister Irona 
Adamson. His children, 
Gary McKnight, 
Cheryl McKnight, Joel 
Wallace, Rich Wallace, 
Carmen White, 
Matthew Wallace, 
Jason Wallace, and his 
two stepdaughters, 
Chrysia Slinker and 
Kim Mangiapane. 
He was preceded in 
death by his mother 
Daisy Runge, sisters 
Bettie Thomas, Martha 
Goodwin, and Jo 
Goodwin.  Mac was a 
proud veteran of the US 
Army. The American 

flag flew in his yard 
every day. He would 
put his flag out in the 
morning at sunrise 
and take it down every 
evening before sunset.  
Most of his working life 
was spent at General 
Motors in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, where he was 
a journeyman machine 
repairman. There 
weren’t many things 
that couldn’t fix and 
he was always proud to 
lend a hand to others 
when they needed help. 
After his retirement 
from General Motors, 
he enjoyed spending 
time in his garage 
working on his mowers 
and tinkering with 
various projects. He 
also loved maintaining 
his lawn and other 
things around the 
small farm he owned 
with his loving wife, 
Elaine Wallace.  He 
was extremely proud 
of his children and 
grandchildren and 
loved them very much. 
He often boasted about 
their accomplishments 
and how well they were 
doing. He moved back 
to Cullman later in 
life to spend time with 
his siblings, nieces, 
nephews, and son, 
Jason Wallace. He was 
always a prankster who 
loved to joke and tell 
stories. He never met a 
stranger and was one of 
the most quick-witted 
people around. He has 
an infectious smile that 
would light up a room. 
He prided himself on 
his hard work and being 
a man of his word.  He 
will be greatly missed 
by friends, family, and 
neighbors. Although he 
is gone, he will never 
be forgotten. Please 

join the family for a 
celebration of life at 
the Cullman VFW hall 
on Sunday, June 30 
from 2-5 p.m. Dress 
casually, he wouldn’t 
want everyone to 
get dressed up.

Norman Spencer 
Hale, 94
Funeral Service for 
Norman Spencer Hale, 
age 94 of Vinemont, 
will be at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, June 22, 
2024, at Flint Creek 
Baptist Church with 
Buddy Price and Phillip 
Robinson officiating; 
burial at Flint Creek. 
Visitation will be from 
9-11 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 22, 2024, at Flint 
Creek Baptist Church. 
Mr. Hale passed away on 
Tuesday, June 18, 2024, 
at Hanceville Nursing 
Home & Rehab. He was 
born, April 10, 1930, to 
Jettie Alma Hale and 
Ella Littrell Hale. He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents; wife 
of 69 years, Winona 
Sue Hale; son, Rex 
Hale; granddaughter, 
Sally Bice; brothers, 
Titus, Leldon, Harold, 
Jerry, Delano and 
Billy Joe Hale; sisters, 
Voncille Higdon, 
Faynell Powell, Vonda 
Lee Powell. Survivors 
include his daughters, 
Vickie (David) Smith, 
Tammy (Kipp) Merritt 
and Lori (Doug) 
Bice; grandchildren, 
Jennifer (Eric) 
Anderson, Jessica 
(Pablo) Palomino, 
Magin (Corey) Smith, 
Lucius Hale; great 
grandchildren, Jordan, 
Brooklynn, Erin, Ella, 
Isabella, Abigail, River, 
Remington, Raya, 
Daxton, one on the way 

and a host of nieces, 
nephews, family and 
friends. The family 
would like to express 
a special thank you 
to Gentiva Hospice, 
Hanceville Nursing 
Home & Rehab, VA 
Patient advocate and 
Geneva Robinson. 
Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Joan Smith, 75
Funeral Service for 
Joan Smith, age 75 of 
Cullman, will be at 3 
p.m. on Sunday, June 
23, 2024, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home 
with Shane Hicks 
officiating; burial at 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery 
at Berlin. Visitation 
will be from 1-3 p.m. on 
Sunday, June 23, 2024, 
at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home.  Mrs. 
Smith passed away 
on Wednesday, June 
19, 2024. She was 
born, Feb. 18, 1949, to 
Orvil Lee Smith and 
Margaret Magoline 
Chandler Smith.  She 
was preceded in death 
by her parents; sister, 
Paula Bolzle, brother in 
law, Larry Bolzle, and 
her brother, Frankie 
Smith.  Survivors 
include her husband, 
Mike Smith; daughters, 
Beth Sellers and 
Lori (Kyle) Baggett; 
grandchildren, Kolton 
(Logan) Sellers, Kyle 
Sellers, Alex (Kris) 
Keller, Blakely Baggett 
and Grayson Baggett; 
six great grandchildren; 
brothers in law, Rex 
(Amy) Smith and Larry 
Smith; Sister in law, 
Joan Smith.  Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge 
of arrangements.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

Alabama residents invited to provide input 
on master plan for statewide trail system

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. — Ala-
bama residents are invited to 
help shape the future of the 
state's trail systems through 
public input on the Sweet 
Trails Alabama statewide 
master plan. This plan aims 
to expand Alabama's network 
of trails to promote outdoor 
recreation, tourism, health 
and economic development.
	 The Sweet Trails Alabama 
master plan was developed 
with initial input from stake-
holders and residents across 
the state. 
	 "We spent 2023 and 2024 
gathering data and public 
input to develop a plan that 
we believe will elevate access 
to natural spaces throughout 
the state of Alabama, but we 
want the public to let us know 
what they think and tell us 

what they want.
	 "We know public feed-
back is key in meeting the 
needs and wants of Ala-
bamians," said John Kvach, 
Singing River Trail executive 
director.
	 Residents can contrib-
ute their ideas and opinions 
online or in person.

•	 Public Survey: Click here 
to participate in our online 
survey. (www.surveymonkey.
com/r/Y35BBF3) 

•	 Master Plan Draft: Visit 
here to see the draft master 
plan. (https://sweettrailsala-
bama.altago.site/STA_Mas-
terplan_updated.pdf ) 

•	 Executive Summary: 
Visit here to read the exec-
utive summary. (https://
sweettrailsalabama.altago.
site/STA_Exc%20Summa-

ry_updated.pdf ) 

The Sweet Trails Alabama 
master plan focuses on con-
nectivity, health and well-
ness, economic development 
and conservation.
	 It includes proposed new 
trails, improvements to ex-
isting trails, and initiatives to 
make trails more accessible 
and enjoyable for all users.
	 "A well-kept, accessible 
trail system is vital for con-
necting communities, fos-
tering economic growth, and 
promoting healthy lifestyles 
in Alabama," said Kvach.
	 "We want to hear from as 
many Alabamians as possible 
to ensure this plan reflects 
our collective vision."
	 For more information 
about the master plan and to 
get involved, visit sweettrail-
salabama.org.

Special to The 
Cullman Tribune
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!
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SUMMER FUN
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BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying 
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

 THANK YOU TO OUR CUSTOMERS  THANK YOU TO OUR CUSTOMERS 
FOR ANOTHER GREAT YEAR!FOR ANOTHER GREAT YEAR!

GMC DEALER GMC DEALER 
OF THE YEAROF THE YEAR
6 TIMES IN A ROW!6 TIMES IN A ROW!

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIPALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP

NEW 2024 GMC 
SIERRA 1500

CREW CAB SHORT BOX 4-WHEEL DRIVE DENALI

6.2L ECOTEC3 
V8 WITH 

DYNAMIC FUEL 
MANAGEMENT 
SUPER CRUISE 

STEERING WHEEL 
| HEAD-UP DISPLAY 
| MULTIPRO POWER 

STEPS | 22" 
PAINTED ALUMINUM 

WHEELS | 
MULTIPRO TAILGATE

WAS $82,390

NOW $67,390*

STK#48443

$15,000
OFF!

OR $69,995
WITH 5.9% FOR 84 MONTHS

NEW 2024 BUICK 
ENCORE GX

PREFERRED FWD

1.3L ECOTEC TURBO 
ENGINE | 18" SILVER 
PAINTED ALUMINUM 
WHEELS | KEYLESS 

OPEN/ KEYLESS 
START | 6 WAY 

MANUAL DRIVER 
SEAT ADJUSTMENT 

| HD REAR 
VISION CAMERA 
| ELECTRONIC 

STABILITY CONTROL

WAS $27,785

NOW $22,785*

STK#44136

SAVE
$5,000


