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Cullman Electric Cooperative 
building ‘birthday boxes’ 

for local children

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man Electric Cooperative 
(CEC) is teaming up with the 
Cullman County Department 
of Human Resources (DHR) 
to provide “birthday boxes” 
to as many foster children 
and children in care as possi-
ble through the Birthday Box 
Summer Giveback Program. 
	 From Cullman County 
DHR Director Amy Smith, 
the CEC found that, on av-
erage, Cullman County has 
around 160 children in foster 
care at any given moment. 
	 “A key part of what co-
operatives do is give back to 
the communities they serve,” 
said CEC Manager of Com-
munications and Marketing 

Lindsey Dossey. “We saw this 
idea online and contacted 
our local DHR to see if they 
had anyone providing these 
for local foster kids. Once we 
discovered that there wasn’t 
anyone doing this for our 
local foster kids, we decided 
that we wanted to work with 
our community to provide 
a birthday celebration for 
the foster kids of Cullman 
County.”
	 According to research 
done by The Pew Charitable 
Trusts, on average, children 
in foster care system will 
spend at least two birthdays 
in care and many children in 
foster care are removed from 
homes that lack normal life 
experiences, even simple ex-
periences such as birthday 
celebrations. 

	 “When we talked about 
the thought of a child not 
having their birth celebrat-
ed, it broke our hearts and 
we wanted to help make sure 
all children got a celebration 
of the day they were born,” 
smiled Dossey. “So we’re 
making 160 birthday boxes so 
that each one can have one.”
	 The birthday boxes are 
essentially a celebration in a 
box. Each box is packed full of 
the necessary ingredients for 
a party – cake, plates, banner 
and all.
	 Each contains the follow-
ing items packed inside a dis-
posable baking pan: 

•	 A yellow or white cake 
mix

•	 A tub of icing

Cheyenne Sharp 
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

The Cullman Electric Cooperative is partnering with Cullman County DHR 
to provide “birthday boxes” to local children in foster care.

CULLMAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Sen. Garlan Gudger injured in jet ski 
accident on Smith Lake; prognosis ‘good’

CULLMAN, Ala. — Sen. 
Garlan Gudger, R-Cullman, 
was injured in a jet ski acci-
dent on Smith Lake on the 
afternoon of July 4. He was 
airlifted to UAB Hospital in 
Birmingham and is currently 
in the ICU, but his prognosis 
is “good,” according to an 

update from Gudger’s office.
	 The statement said, 
“While at UAB, he underwent 
a brief surgical procedure to 
address internal bleeding and 
incurred (sic) other injuries 
that doctors are monitoring. 
The two-term senator is cur-
rently in the Intensive Care 
Unit following his surgery, 
but his physicians indicate 
that the prognosis for his re-

covery is good.”

Gudger’s wife, Heather 
Gudger, released the fol-
lowing statement on his 
behalf late Thursday night:
“From the first responders 
who were quickly on the 
scene to the members of the 
helicopter airlift unit to the 
doctors and nurses at UAB 
and everyone else 

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com

ALABAMA SENATE
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CAYLA GRACE MURPHY

Cayla Grace Murphy is the new marketing coordinator, but 
a familiar face, at The Link of Cullman County.

Meet The Link’s 
Cayla Grace Murphy
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The Cullman County Bosom Buddies Foundation’s Little 
Pink Dress benefit returns Oct. 1, 2024.

Little Pink Dress returns Oct. 1
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CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported July 5

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported July 5, 2024. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
July 1
•	 receiving stolen property; 
possession of marijuana; pos-
session of dangerous drugs; 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia; CR 1059
•	 theft of property; CR 824
•	 menacing; assault; Hwy. 
91
•	 harassing communica-
tions; Hwy. 278E
•	 domestic violence; CR 
264
•	 domestic violence; CR 
453
•	 dog bite; CR 1322
•	 theft of property; Turkey 

Hop Rd.
•	 burglary; Hwy. 31
•	 theft of property; CR 798
•	 harassing communica-
tions; Hwy. 69S
•	 harassment; Cemetery 
Rd.
•	 attempt to elude law en-
forcement officer; CR 1043
•	 harassment; CR 752

July 2
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; possession of drug par-
aphernalia; 3rd Ave. SE
•	 criminal mischief; Hwy. 
157
•	 harassing communica-
tions; Hwy. 69S
•	 harassing communica-
tions; Owen Rd.
•	 domestic violence; CR 
728
•	 menacing; CR 831
•	 harassment; CR 617

ARRESTS
No arrests reported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
June 29

•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree; Wal-Mart; 
general merchandise; $77; 
Olive St. SW

July 1
•	 duty upon striking fix-
tures on highway; State of 
Alabama; pole; $3,000; Hwy 
157/Eva Rd.

July 3
•	 leaving the scene; person; 
damage to '16 Nissan Sentra, 
'17 Nissan Rogue; $4,000; 2nd 
Ave. NW
•	 criminal trespass-2nd 
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157
•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree; Wal-Mart; 
general merchandise; $23; 
Hwy. 157
•	 unauthorized use of vehi-
cle; Quick Tire Sales
•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree; Wal-Mart; 
general merchandise; $181; 
Hwy. 157

ARRESTS
June 3-4
Smith, Dustin L.; 31
•	 FTA - theft of proper-

ty-4th degree (2 counts)
•	 FTA - criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree (2 counts)
•	 FTA - possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Pugh, James R.; 56
•	 harassment

Glasco, Anna M.; 47
•	 criminal trespass-2nd 
degree

Lewis, Marcus T.; 38
•	 DUI

Handley, Melinda A.; 46
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Ballenger, Christopher L.; 
35
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

who assisted during this ac-
cident, we offer our deepest 
thanks and recognition that 
each of them kept a difficult 
situation from being even 
worse.
	 “To those across the state 
who have reached out and 
lifted up our family with their 
prayers of mending and com-
fort, we feel your support and 
know that God holds Garlan 
in his healing hands.
	 “Everyone who knows 
Garlan is aware that he is a 
strong, tough, and energetic 
man who will recover from 
these injuries and continue 
serving the citizens of his 
district while promoting the 
conservative Alabama values 
that so many of us hold close.”
	 On Friday, July 5, the 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency released details of the 
incident. 
	 According to ALEA, the 
incident occurred at approx-
imately 3:15 p.m. Thursday, 
July 4. The agency said 
Gudger, 49, was injured when 
the 2024 Sea-Doo GTI per-
sonal watercraft (PWC) he 
was operating was struck in 
the rear by a 2019 Sea-Doo 
GTI PWC operated by his 
son, Garlan E. Gudger III, 21, 
of Cullman. 
	 “The collision caused 
both individuals to be thrown 
into the water, however, 
both Gudger Jr., and Gudger 

III were wearing personal 
flotation devices (PFDs). By-
standers in the area assisted 
both individuals out of the 
water and transported them 
to a nearby dock.
	 "Garlan E. Gudger Jr., was 
evaluated by local emergency 
medical services personnel 
(EMS) and was subsequently 
transported via helicopter to 
the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham (UAB) Hos-
pital for medical treatment. 
Garlan E. Gudger III was 
also evaluated by local EMS 
personnel but was released 
at the scene,” said the release 
from ALEA.
	 The incident occurred in 
Little Crooked Creek area 
(also known as Rock Creek) 
of Smith Lake near Crane Hill 
in Cullman County. ALEA 
said the Crane Hill Volunteer 
Fire Department and Cull-
man EMS both responded to 
the scene and assisted with 
medical treatment and trans-
port.
	 Also on Friday, Sen. Gudg-
er’s mother, Dot Gudger, 
posted an update on her son’s 
condition to Facebook, writ-
ing: 
	 “I just wanted to give an 
update on Garlan and to tell 
all of you thank you so much 
for reaching out to our family. 
It is wonderful to have pray-
ing Christian friends who 
care about you. I just spoke 

to his doctor and he is doing 
remarkably well consider-
ing that he was run over by 
a JetSki!! things that could 
have happened did not and he 
is in lots of pain, but I suppose 
that’s to be expected consid-
ering the circumstances. He 
had surgery on his spleen and 
the artery to the spleen. He 
has broken ribs and chipped 

vertebrae. All of this is caus-
ing much pain, especially in 
his back. They are going to get 
him up today for Walking and 
I dread that for him so please 
pray because it’s going to be 
very painful. Again, thank all 
of you and continue to pray 
for us because that’s what we 
need right now more than 
anything.”

Gudger (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Bosom Bud-
dies Foundation’s (CCBBF’s) 
largest fundraiser of the year 
is coming up and tickets are 
available now. The Little Pink 
Dress benefit has successful-
ly raised thousands of dollars 
over the years. 
	 CCBBF was started by 
Mary Dyer, who would make 
cakes for women battling 
breast cancer in her congre-
gation. Involvement grew 
and the CCBBF was born. 
CCBBF Board Member Judy 
Grissom said she knows the 

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om
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CARE 
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1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

This ad is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $3,686,987 

with 100 percent funding by ACL/HHS.  The contents are those of the author(s) and do not neces-
sarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

Learn to manage wildlife conflicts at free workshop July 11

CULLMAN, Ala. — Farming 
often involves dealing with 
unwanted wildlife, which can 
cause significant damage to 
crops and livestock. To ad-
dress these challenges, the 
Cullman County Extension 
Office and the North Alabama 
Agriplex are co-hosting the 
Wildlife vs. Farm Life - Mil-
itary Veteran & Beginning 
Farmer workshop. This 
free event will take place on 
July 11, from 6-8 p.m. at the 
Cullman County Extension 
Office, located at 402 Arnold 
St. NE in Cullman. 
	 The workshop is designed 
to equip farmers, particularly 
military veterans and begin-
ners, with practical methods 
to manage wildlife conflicts 
on their farms. 
	 “Wildlife conflict man-

agement is an expectation 
for most farming operations, 
whether it's deer in the green 
beans or raccoons in the 
chicken coop. Alabama Ex-
tension takes this as an op-
portunity to educate farmers 
about how to mitigate these 
challenges through biological 
control, deterrents and other 
methods,” explained County 
Extension Coordinator Kira 
Sims.
	 Regional Extension Agent 
in Forestry, Wildlife and Nat-
ural Resources Norm Haley, 
will be the guest speaker at 
the workshop. Haley brings 
a wealth of experience in 
teaching the management 
of wildlife, providing partic-
ipants with expert insights 
into effective strategies.
	 The idea for this work-
shop series originated from 
the numerous inquiries the 
Cullman County Extension 

Office receives each year 
about managing wildlife in 
gardens and farms.
	 “Because this is also a 
challenge farmers face, we 
decided to take our wildlife 
conflict program and direct it 
towards farms.
	 "The primary goal is for 
farmers to walk away with 
practical methods to manage 
conflict they may have with 
the wildlife in and around 
their farms. This starts by un-
derstanding why the animals 
are there, then determining 
how to discourage them from 
the spaces where they are not 
wanted,” Sims explained. 
	 This month's workshop 
will be held at the Cullman 
County Extension Office, a 
slight deviation from its usual 
location at the Agriplex. 
	 “Hopefully participants 
will gain practical meth-
ods to mitigate the wildlife 

conflicts they experience 
on their farm, which should 
reduce losses (and stress) 
and create a more productive 
environment. Whether you 
grow produce or raise live-
stock and poultry, there will 
be beneficial and practical 
information to implement,” 
expressed Sims. 
	 Participants can register 
online for this free workshop, 
and a light supper will be 
provided. The link to register 
can be found on the Wildlife 
vs. Farm Life event page on 
Facebook or at https://cull-
manrecreation.recdesk.com/
Community/Program. It is 
recommended to register by 
July 10,  to ensure food ac-
commodations.
	 For any other registration 
or accessibility needs, con-
tact Kira Sims at kira.sims@
auburn.edu or call 256-737-
9386. 

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

Scottsboro man dies after Cullman County crash

CULLMAN COUNTY, Ala. 
A two-vehicle crash that oc-
curred at approximately 8:40 
a.m. Friday, July 5, claimed 
the life of a Scottsboro man. 

	 Justin R. Bradford, 30, 
was critically injured when 
the 2007 Kawasaki Vulcan 
motorcycle he was operat-
ing struck a 1999 Ford F150 
driven by Ronald K. Crumb-
ley, 42, of Carbon Hill. 
	 After impact, both vehi-

cles left the roadway. 
	 Bradford was transported 
to Cullman Regional, where 
he later succumbed to his 
injuries and was pronounced 
deceased. 
	 The crash occurred on 
Alabama Highway 69 near 

County Road 216, in Dodge 
City in Cullman County. 
	 Nothing further is avail-
able as Troopers with the 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency’s (ALEA) Highway 
Patrol Division continue to 
investigate. 

Staff Reports
Contributor

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com
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Baileyton Bargain 
Days
First Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the old Baileyton 
fire station next to the 
town’s park. Beauty and 
health products, toys, 
home goods, pet items, 
food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 
will allow a shopper to 
fill up a bag, and for $40 
a shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items 
of greater value will re-
quire a larger donation. 
There will be some re-
strictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. 
Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements 
for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anony-
mous has open AA meet-
ings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays 
from 7-8 p.m. at the 
Carriage House, located 
next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-
347-1097, 256-841-2209 
or 256-708-1340

Church Services- 
Spirit Life Church of 
GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children 
Mondays 11 a.m.-noon, 
Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. and 
We d n e s d a y s - Fr i d a y s 
11 a.m.-noon. Cullman 
Housing Authority Com-
munity Center 1545 Vine 
Circle SW. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for 
more information. Eat in 
or take out. Sponsored 
by Kids Loving Kids, 
Raising Arrows Ministry 
and Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids 
Birthday Blessings 
serves children ages 1-18 
in need of assistance to 
celebrate their birth-
days. Register your child 
and pick up a birthday 
box with cake mix, icing, 
sprinkles, decorations 
and toys! Pickup is the 
last weekend of the 
month. Saturday (5100 
Curry Highway Suite 
100-B Jasper, AL 35504) 
from 3-5 p.m. or the last 
Sunday of the month 
at Spirit Life Church 
Cullman from 12:30-1 
p.m.  Birth certificate is 
required at the time of 
box pickup. Register at 
https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. 
For more information, 
text or call 205-717-7478. 
• Saturday, July 6 - 8 a.m. 
men's breakfast; 10 a.m. 
community outreach - 
Foundry Farm
• Sunday, July 7 - 9 a.m. 
Van runs in the 5 Points 
Area. Call Cedric Da-
vidson at 256-339-5755 
for pickup. Breakfast at 
9:30. Bible study classes 

for children, youth and 
adults at 10. Praise and 
worship and message by 
Pastor Bobby Dodd at 11. 
• Tuesday, July 8 – 6 p.m. 
Adult dinner and game 
night
• Sunday, July 14 – 5 p.m. 
Healing service
• Saturday, July 20 – 
Drive-through food bank 
from 9-11 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cull-
man First Church of the 
Nazarene, 5415 Alabama 
Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handi-
cap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., 
at Cullman Housing 
Authority Community 
Center (1545 Vine Circle 
SW, Cullman, AL 35055). 
The first meeting is free. 
TOPS, a national pro-
gram, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly 
meetings providing 
information, account-
ability, support and en-
couragement where you 
make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship for 
those affected by some-
one else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our 
experiences, strength 
and hope. We carry the 
message of hope by let-
ting others know that 
they are not alone by 
practicing the 12 Steps of 
NAR-ANON and chang-
ing our own attitudes. 
We Respect Your Ano-
nymity. Our program is 
not a religious one, but 
a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held 
at The Ruehl Building 
(Family Life Center of St. 
John’s Church) Tuesday 
evenings at 6 p.m. Con-
tact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or 
Don or Nancy McKenzie 
256-736-3327 or 256-
736-3470 for more infor-
mation. 

Cullman Al-Anon 
Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family 
Groups are a fellowship 
of friends and family 
whose lives have been 
affected by alcoholism. 
The Cullman Serenity 
Al-Anon Group meets 
each Monday at noon at 
1519 St. Joseph Dr. NE. 
There is also a Zoom 
meeting each Tuesday 
at noon. The Courage to 
Change Al-Anon Family 
Group meets on Thurs-
days at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 
305 Arnold St. NE in the 
Carriage House, located 
between the church and 
the Arnold House on 
the corner. For more in-
formation call 256-734-

2231 or 256-531-4429.

Master's Hand Food 
Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Cullman Chapter of 
the National Associ-
ation of Retired and 
Active Federal Em-
ployees Meeting
Monday, July 8, at 11 a.m. 
Dutch lunch at Golden 
Corral Buffet. Our guest 
speaker for meeting, 
beginning at noon, will 
be the director of Hos-
pice of Cullman County, 
Tonya Foster.

Speegle Family Re-
union
Sunday, July 14, at the 
Speegle Family Point 
(334 County Rd 321, 
Crane Hill, AL  35053) 
beginning around 10:30 
a.m.  Please join us and 
bring a covered dish for 
lunch at noon.  Contact 
Judy Shannon (256-338-
0676) or Terry Phillips 
(256-656-3327) if you 
need additional infor-
mation.  Come eat and 
enjoy the day with us at 
the beautiful Speegle 
Family Point.

Vinemont History 
Meeting
Sunday, July 14, at 2 p.m. 
We will meet at the main 
entry to Vinemont High 
School building. Please 
bring family histories, 
past community stories 
and events, pictures, etc. 
For information contact 
Jane Teeter at 256-347-
9346 or Rodger Walling 
at 256-734-8235.

Rock the South
July 18-20, at York 
Farms. Get tickets and 
more info at www.rock-
thesouth.com.

Cullman County 
Sports Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony 
and Banquet
Saturday, July 20, at 
Stone Bridge Farms. 
Tickets can be pur-
chased at First Southern 
Financial, 1622 Second 
Ave. SW, Cullman, phone 
256-737-5120 or call 
Jackie Satterfield at 256-
636-4445. Tickets are 
$20 each and no tickets 
will be sold after July 17.

Pleasant View Mis-
sionary Baptist 
Church Revival
We will kick off our 
summer revival the third 
week in July, beginning 
with a singing Sunday 
night the 21st at 5. We 
will have The Kellys 
from Lawrenceburg, 
Tennessee as our guest. 
Services will run day and 
night, Monday-Friday, 
July 22-26. Morning ser-
vice will begin at 10:30 
and evening services at 
7, with Brother Dustin 

Smith as the evangelist. 
Lunch will be served 
each day after the morn-
ing service and we will 
have prayer band at 6:45 
before each evening ser-
vice. All are invited. The 
church is located on U.S. 
Highway 278, approx-
imately 2 miles east of 
Holly Pond on the left. 
Everyone is invited. For 
more information call 
256-796-5986 or 256-
338-9202.

West Point Class  of 
1962 Reunion
The West Point High 
School class of 1962 will 
have their 62nd reunion 
on Saturday, July 27, at 
11:30 a.m. at the Brandin 
Iron Restaurant in West 
Point. For more infor-
mation call Linda at 256-
747-6883.

West Point Class of 
1967 Reunion
The West Point High 
School class of 1967 will 
have a class reunion on 
Saturday, July 27, from 
4-6 p.m. at the Brandin 
Iron Restaurant in West 
Point.

3rd Annual Day in the 
Park 
Join the Holly Pond Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
for a Day in the Park on 
Saturday, July 27, from 
5-8 p.m. in Governors 
Park.  There will be lots 
of fun and activities for 
all ages. Meet the fire 
department and guests. 
Look over a fire truck 
and equipment. Handle 
a fire hose, shoot water 
into the pond, try on fire 
gear and enjoy the free 
food available while sup-
plies last. Thank you to 
all the supporters of the 
Holly Pond Volunteer 
Fire Department. We 
look forward to seeing 
you in the park.  

Swamp John’s Dinner 
at the Center Hill 
Community Center
Friday, Aug. 2, at the 
Center Hill Community 
Center, from 4-7 p.m. 
$15 per plate includes 
dessert and drink. For 
directions or more infor-
mation please call 256-
708-2218.

Save the Date: Little 
Pink Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 1, from 
6-9 p.m. at The Venue 
at Cotton Creek. Handi-
capped parking at north 
entrance. Doors open 
at 5:30. A night of fun 
with dinner included, 
Active Adult Senior 
Kickers, Wallace State 
Jazz Band, live and silent 
auctions, door prizes 
and much more! Ticket 
are $60. Tickets avail-
able through Stefani 
Nelson at 256-708-3191 
or snelson@alfains.com 
or Judy Grissom at Op-
tions at 256-347-5993 
or options5993@gmail.
com and www.Cullman-
BosomBuddies.com. 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Bosom Bud-
dies Foundation’s (CCBBF’s) 
largest fundraiser of the year 
is coming up and tickets are 
available now. The Little Pink 
Dress benefit has successful-
ly raised thousands of dollars 
over the years. 
	 CCBBF was started by 
Mary Dyer, who would make 
cakes for women battling 
breast cancer in her congre-
gation. Involvement grew 
and the CCBBF was born. 
CCBBF Board Member Judy 
Grissom said she knows the 

overwhelming success of the 
benefit would not be possible 
without those first home-
made cakes.
	 “I always want to thank 
Mrs. Mary Dyer for making 
this possible. She was the 
driving force in making the 
Cullman County Bosom Bud-
dies Foundation, Inc. a reali-
ty. 
	 "Because Mary had the 
dream and then, she made it 
her mission, the Foundation 
has helped many Cullman 
County cancer survivors in 
the past 10 years,” Grissom 
shared. “Thank you Miss 
Mary. We love you!”
	 The funds raised are 

used by the CCBBF to assist 
and support local men and 
women who are faced with 
impossible financial situ-
ations while undergoing 
cancer and other vital medi-
cal treatments.
	 They assist with utility 
bills, transportation costs to 
and from treatment and food 
cards to ease the burden fur-
ther. 
	 Last year’s benefit 
( w w w . c u l l m a n t r i b u n e .
c o m / 2 0 2 3/ 1 0/0 5/ l i t t l e -
pink-dress-benefit-raises-
25k) raised a show-stopping 
$25,000.
	 The CCBBF and its board 
hope that this year is more 

successful than all the past 
events. According to Gris-
som, the event is already 
shaping up to be a success as 
pre-purchased tickets have 
caused the event to change 
venues from last year’s Loft 
212, to a larger and more 
spacious area, allowing more 
tickets to be sold.
	 “We needed more space 
so we are happy to be at The 
Venue at Cotton Creek,” 
Grissom smiled. “This will be 
such a fun-filled evening.” 
	 Along with the traditional 
live and silent auctions at the 
community favorite event, 
the unofficial but highly an-
ticipated “City vs. County” 

tip war will be returning, 
pitting organization against 
organization as they race to 
raise the most money.
	 Locally “famous” servers 
from the Cullman Police De-
partment, Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office, City of Cull-
man and Cullman County 
will be waiting tables, hoping 
to score big tips.
	 Registration for sponsor-
ships and ticket sales for the 
Little Pink Dress benefit are 
already underway.
	 This year, the event will 
be held Oct. 1 at The Venue 
at Cotton Creek, with doors 
opening at 5:30 p.m. and 
the program beginning at 6. 

Entertainment and dinner 
will be on the menu. The 
$60 ticket price will get you 
a delectable catered meal, as 
well as live entertainment 
from the Active Adult Senior 
Kickers and the Wallace State 
Jazz Band, along with live 
and silent auctions and door 
prizes.
	 Tickets and sponsor-
ships can be purchased 
through Stefani Nelson 
(245-708-3191 or snelson@
alfains.com), Judy Grissom 
at Options (256-347-5993 or 
options5993@gmail.com), 
Better than Before Consign-
ments or online at www.Cull-
manBosomBuddies.com. 
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MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
An older Atmore resident 
was returning from grocery 
shopping and unloading her 
vehicle. While holding a loaf 
of bread in hand, seemingly 
from out of nowhere, she was 
attacked and bitten by a fox. 
	 The fox was taken to the 
Alabama Department of 
Public Health Bureau of Clin-
ical Laboratories where it was 
confirmed positive for rabies.
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MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
An older Atmore resident 
was returning from grocery 
shopping and unloading her 
vehicle. While holding a loaf 
of bread in hand, seemingly 
from out of nowhere, she was 
attacked and bitten by a fox. 
	 The fox was taken to the 
Alabama Department of 
Public Health Bureau of Clin-
ical Laboratories where it was 
confirmed positive for rabies.

 

Rabies is a viral disease that 
can be fatal if untreated.
	 The resident has since 
received appropriate medical 
attention and post-exposure 
prophylaxis.
	 "Although rabies is pri-
marily found in wild animals 
since widespread vaccination 
of domestic animals began 
over 70 years ago, it continues 
to be a public health threat," 
State Public Health Veteri-
narian Dr. Dee W. Jones said. 
	 “Although attacks such 
as this by rabid wildlife are 

rather uncommon, it high-
lights the risk rabies con-
tinues poses and hopefully 
reminds people to be aware 
of the risks and continue to 
vaccinate their pets.”
	 It is very common for do-
mestic animals and pets to 
have contact with a wild rabid 
animal.
	 Alabama state law re-
quires that dogs, cats and 
ferrets 12 weeks of age and 
older be current with rabies 
vaccination. Rabies vaccines 
are also available for horses 

and other livestock if recom-
mended by a veterinarian. 
	 Vaccinating animals re-
duces the risk of rabies infec-
tion should exposure occur; 
thus, vaccinations protect an-
imals, as well as their owners 
and caretakers.
	 Rabies prevention is mul-
tifaceted. It involves people 
taking precautions with wild-
life, making sure that their 
pets are current on rabies 
vaccinations, and always 
reporting an animal bite or 
other exposures to their med-

ical provider and ADPH.
	 In addition to vaccina-
tion, area residents are ad-
vised to take the following 
precautions to avoid possible 
exposures to rabies:

•	 Do not allow pets to 
run loose; confine within a 
fenced-in area or with a leash.

•	 Do not leave uneaten pet 
food or scraps near your res-
idence.

•	 Do not illegally feed or 

keep wildlife as pets.

•	 Do not go near wildlife 
or domestic animals that are 
acting in a strange or unusual 
manner.

•	 Caution children not to go 
near any stray or wild animal, 
regardless of its behavior.

For more information, visit 
www.alabamapublichealth.
g o v/ i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s /
rabies.html. 

ADPH
Contributor

Fox bites Atmore resident; precautions are 
advised as fox is confirmed as positive for rabies
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CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman Swim Team defeat-
ed Boaz last week 383-264 
to finish out their regular 
season with a record of 5-1. 
The team will now prepare 
for the District II meet to be 
held July 12-13 in Gunters-
ville.

CULLMAN VS. BOAZ
SWIM MEET RESULTS

Girls 6 & Under
•	 25 Free - 2. Audrey Smith 
(22.96)
•	 25 Back - 1. Emri Lackey 
(23.79)

Boys 6 & Under
•	 25 Free - 2. John Brans-
comb (36.49); 3. Jack Berry-
hill (40.02)
•	 25 Back - 1. John Brans-
comb (45.04); 2. Jack Berry-
hill (45.43)

6 & Under Mixed Relay
•	 100 Free Relay - 1. Mary 
Doss Amuso, Jack Berry-
hill, John Branscomb, Emri 
Lackey (2:04.97); 3. Malia 
Swidecki, Mason Heim, 
Charlie Tucker, Audrey 
Smith (2:21.49)

Girls 8 & Under
•	 100 IM - 1. Hannah Thig-
pen (1:50.15); 2. Emri Lackey 
(2:00.23)
•	 25 Free - 1. Hannah Thig-
pen (18.93)
•	 25 Breast - 1. Hannah 
Thigpen (27.71); 3. Amelia 
Powell (29.89)
•	 25 Fly - 1. Emri Lackey 
(26.54)
•	 50 Free - 1. Whitley Lewis 
(57.90)

Boys 8 & Under
•	 100 IM - 1. Ezra Basch 
(1:43.26)
•	 25 Free - 1. Ezra Basch 
(17.53); 3. Samuel Branscomb 
(22.76)
•	 25 Breast - 2. Will Amuso 
(28.12); 3. Gabe Lance (31.97)
•	 25 Back - 3. Keith Swidec-
ki (24.22)
•	 25 Fly - 2. Ezra Basch 
(22.43); 3. Will Amuso 
(23.37)

•	 50 Free - 3. Keith Swidec-
ki (45.27)

8 & Under Mixed Relays
•	 100 Medley Relay - 3.  
Bransyn Tucker, Amelia 
Powell, Will Amuso, Everly 
Berryhill (1:47.24)
•	 100 Free Relay - 2. 
Hannah Thigpen, Keith 
Swidecki, Amellia Powell, 
Ezra Basch (1:21.09); 3. Will 
Amuso, Samuel Branscomb, 
Whitley Lewis, Everly Berry-
hill (1:32.15)

Girls 9-10
•	 100 IM - 1. Faith Peek 
(1:29.50)
•	 50 Free - 1. Lauren 
Hughes (31.64); 2. Faith Peek 
(36.37)
•	 50 Breast - 1. Lauren 
Hughes (40.78); 2. Jesslyn 
Davis (48.92)
•	 50 Fly - 1. Paisley Cald-
well (40.65); 2. Faith Peek 
(42.10); 3. Jesslyn Davis 
(47.43)
•	 100 Free - 1. Lauren 
Hughes (1:12.29)

Boys 9-10
•	 100 IM - 1. Abram Lackey 
(1:20.92)
•	 50 Free - 2. Guy Caffey 
V (36.11); 3. Barrett Lewis 
(39.84)
•	 50 Breast - 1. Abram 
Lackey (45.24)
•	 50 Back - 3. Guy Caffey V 
(41.82)
•	 50 Fly - 1. Abram Lackey 
(37.48); 3. Rhodes Bentley 
(53.63)
•	 100 Freestyle - 2. Guy 
Caffey V (1:20.38)

9-10 Mixed Relays
•	 200 Medley Relay - 1. 
Lauren Hughes, Guy Caffey 
V, Abram Lackey, Faith Peek 
(2:37.16) 3. Emma Grace 
Tidwell, Luke Forester, Pais-
ley Caldwell, Barrett Lewis 
(2:55.34)
•	 200 Free Relay - 1. Abram 
Lackey, Faith Peek, Guy 
Caffey V, Lauren Hughes 
(2:17.85) 3. Barrett Lewis, 
Jesslyn Davis, Luke Forester, 
Paisley Caldwell (2:37.08)

Girls 11-12
•	 100 IM - 1. Sophia Saho 

(1:18.17); 2. Preslie Basch 
(1:22.01)
•	 50 Free - 1. Georgia 
Dowdy (30.07); 3. Preslie 
Basch (33.15)
•	 50 Breast - 1. Catherine 
Hughes (39.60); 2. Sophia 
Saho (39.94); 3. Aurellia 
Powell (46.50)
•	 50 Back - 1. Georgia 
Dowdy (33.93); 2. Sophia 
Aaron (36.93); 3. Catherine 
Hughes (39.06)
•	 50 Fly - 1. Georgia Dowdy 
(32.36); 3. Sophia Aaron 
(36.12)
•	 100 Free - 1. Sophia 
Saho (1:11.44); 2. Sophia 
Aaron (1:11.76); 3. Catherine 
Hughes (1:14.43)

Boys 11-12
•	 100 IM - 2. Griffin Berry-
hill (1:15.15); 3. Karson Corl-
iss (1:23.32)
•	 50 Free - 1. Tate Tysing-
er (28.04); 2. Karson Corliss 
(32.82)
•	 50 Breast - 2. Briar 
Lackey (38.44)
•	 50 Back - 1. Briar Lackey 
(34.11); 2. Griffin Berryhill 
(34.33)
•	 50 Fly - 1. Griffin Berry-
hill (32.18); 2. Tate Tysinger 
(33.12); 3. Karson Corliss 

(34.79)
•	 100 Free - 2. Briar Lackey 
(1:01.03)

11-12 Mixed Relays
•	 200 Medley Relay - 1. 
Georgia Dowdy, Tate Tysing-
er, Sophia Saho, Briar Lackey 
(2:11.63) 2. Griffin Berryhill, 
Catherine Hughes, Karson 
Corliss, Sophia Aaron 
(2:19.92)
•	 200 Free Relay - 1. Geor-
gia Dowdy, Griffin Berryhill, 
Sophia Aaron, Briar Lackey 
(2:00.91); 3. Sophia Saho, 
Preslie Basch, Brooks Bent-
ley, Karson Corliss (2:21.36)

Girls 13-14
•	 100 IM - 1. Mika Lackey 
(1:04.54)
•	 50 Free - 1. Mika Lackey 
(26.21); 3. Elizabeth Hughes 
(29.54)
•	 50 Breast - 1. Mika Lackey 
(33.76); 2. Edie Hudson 
(34.49)
•	 50 Back - 1. Madeline 
Dowdy (30.21)
•	 50 Fly - 1. Madeline 
Dowdy (28.62)
•	 100 Free - 1. Madeline 
Dowdy (56.37)

Boys 13-14

•	 100 IM - 2. Gunner Stra-
cener (1:09.80); 3. Anakin 
Powell (1:13.70)
•	 50 Free - 1. Magnus Mann 
(23.22); 3. Carter Barnett 
(30.06)
•	 50 Breast - 2. Anakin 
Powell (38.24)
•	 50 Back - 1. Magnus Mann 
(26.75)
•	 50 Fly - 1. Gunner Stra-
cener (31.77); 3. Carter Bar-
nett (35.45)
•	 100 Free - 1. Magnus 
Mann (54.79); 3. Anakin 
Powell (1:03.17)

13-14 Mixed Relays
•	 200 Medley Relay - 1. 
Magnus Mann, Edie Hudson, 
Gunner Stracener, Eliza-
beth Hughes (2:00.66); 3. 
Griffin Cole, Anakin Powell, 
Preslie Basch, Ellie Forester 
(2:08.95)
•	 200 Free Relay - 2. Anakin 
Powell, Edie Hudson, Eliza-
beth Hughes, Tate Tysinger 
(1:55.35) 

Girls 15-18
•	 100 IM - 1. Sofi Velez 
(1:09.99)
•	 50 Free - 1. Morgan Fuller 
(27.62)
•	 50 Breast - 1. Sofi Velez 

(36.59)
•	 50 Back - 1. Morgan Fuller 
(31.31)
•	 50 Fly - 1. Morgan Fuller 
(29.83)
•	 100 Free - 1. Sofi Velez 
(1:03.30)

Boys 15-18
•	 100 IM - 2. Grayson Ran-
dall (1:03.69)
•	 50 Free - 1. Chase Duncan 
(23.17); 3. Hilson Cole (24.33)
•	 50 Breast - 2. Grayson 
Randall (31.68)
•	 50 Back - 1. Chase Duncan 
(26.69); 2. Camp Smith 
(30.65)
•	 100 Free - 1. Hilson Cole 
(54.39); 2. Camp Smith 
(56.83)

15-18 Mixed Relays
•	 200 Medley Relay - 1. 
Madeline Dowdy, Mika 
Lackey, Camp Smith, Hilson 
Cole (1:52.75)   2. Chase 
Duncan, Grayson Randall, 
Sofi Velez, Morgan Fuller 
(1:54.55)
•	 200 Free Relay - 1. Camp 
Smith, Madeline Dowdy, 
Magnus Mann, Mika Lackey 
(1:40.94) 2. Hilson Cole, 
Morgan Fuller, Sofi Velez, 
Chase Duncan (1:42.77) 

Sara Hughes
Cullman Swim Team

The Cullman Swim Team defeated Boaz 383-264 in its final regular season meet last week.
CULLMAN SWIM TEAM

Cullman Swim Team caps regular season with win over Boaz

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — En-
tering atop a Corvette and 
taking a slow lap around the 
stadium where the legend 
he first fashioned at Auburn 
further grew, Bo Jackson 
received a standing ovation 
Saturday from Kansas City 
Royals fans, many wearing 
No. 16 jerseys.
	 “When I see people wear-
ing my jersey in this day and 
age it means one thing to 
me,” Jackson said. “That I did 
something right, and people 
still respect me for doing 
those right things when I was 
younger.”
	 In a pregame ceremony 
at Kauffman Stadium, Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Famer 
member George Brett offi-
cially welcomed his former 
teammate into Royals’ royal-
ty.
	 “I never saw anyone quite 
like Bo, and I doubt I ever will 
again,” said Brett, minutes 
before catching Jackson’s 
ceremonial first pitch.
	 “He is the greatest athlete 
I have ever seen. He is, and 
remains, a cultural icon, and 
today it is my honor and priv-
ilege to welcome my friend 
Bo Jackson into the Royals 
Hall of Fame.”
	 Kansas City drafted Jack-
son in the fourth round in 
1986, six months after he won 
the 1985 Heisman Trophy, 
concluding his Auburn foot-
ball career as the program’s 
all-time leading rusher, a 
record Bo still holds four de-
cades later.
	 To the astonishment 
of many, Jackson spurned 
the NFL’s Tampa Bay Bucs, 
which had drafted him No. 
1 overall six weeks earlier, 
and signed instead with 
the Royals, debuting in the 
majors on Sept. 2, 1986, after 

only 53 minor league games.
	 “The first day I walked in 
the clubhouse, from having 
confidence within myself – 
this isn’t from an arrogant 
standpoint; this is from the 
fight within me – I knew 
somebody was going to lose 
their job,” Jackson said. “I’m 
always striving to be the best 
even though a lot of times I 
wasn’t. I’m not going to let 
the guy on the other side of 
the field outdo me.”
	 Kansas City drafted Jack-
son, he says, in part because 
of Bo’s baseball coach at 
Auburn, Hal Baird, who had 
pitched six seasons in the 
Royals’ organization in the 
1970s.
	 “Coach Baird and (former 
Royals scouting director) 
Art Stewart are the reason 
I became a Royal,” Jackson 
recalled.
	 “Every other ballclub 
within the league was afraid 
to come after me because of 
that football thing. Art Stew-
art called Coach Baird and 
asked if I was serious about 
baseball.
	 “Coach Baird said yes, 
and whoever gets him is 
going to be lucky to have him, 
so he is serious. Art Stewart 
convinced the ownership and 
everybody to take a chance 
on me, and I’m glad they did.”
	 That football thing, Bo’s 
“hobby” as he famously re-
ferred to it at the time. Be-
ginning in 1987, when the 
Royals season ended, Jack-
son joined the Los Angeles 
Raiders, averaging 5.4 yards 
per carry over four seasons 
until a hip injury ended his 
NFL career.
	 “It was easy for me,” 
Jackson said of juggling pro-
fessional sports simultane-
ously. “The two sports are 
drastically different. When-
ever the baseball season was 
over, I would take a week off 

with my family then on the 
seventh day I would report 
to Los Angeles and play the 
next weekend. Just some-
thing I did, a normal day in 
my life.”
	 “When I see people wear-
ing my jersey in this day and 
age it means one thing to me. 
That I did something right, 
and people still respect me 
for doing those right things 
when I was younger.”
	 Jackson averaged 27 
home runs in four seasons 
with the Royals from 1987-
90, but the stats only begin to 

tell the story.
	 Jackson amazed fans 
with his batting, running, 
fielding and throwing ex-
ploits that endure to this day 
via social media, delighting 
a new generation of viewers, 
including Jackson’s 3-year-
old grandson, Aidan, who sat 
beside his grandfather at a 
press conference before the 
ceremony.
	 “His Nana told him a 
couple weeks ago, ‘I’m sick 
of watching Bo Jackson high-
lights,’” Jackson said. “He 
chastised his grandmother 

and said, ‘Nana, don’t say 
that about Papa. Papa’s my 
best friend.’’
	 To Jackson’s left sat 
his family: his wife Linda, 
their three children and two 
grandchildren. To his right 
were fellow Royals Hall of 
Famers.
	 “You are loved and appre-
ciated on both sides,” Jack-
son said.
	 Nearby sat invited guests, 
whom Jackson called men-
tors, including longtime 
Auburn football orthopedic 
surgeon Dr. James Andrews 

and Auburn University 
Board of Trustees member 
Jimmy Rane.
	 “Once you make it up that 
ladder, always reach back to 
help someone else come up,” 
Jackson said. “I have a saying: 
sometime during your day, 
stop and put some sunshine 
in somebody’s cloud.”
	 Jackson concluded his 
remarks by thanking Kansas 
City fans for welcoming him, 
then and now.
	 “Thank you, Kansas City. 
I wouldn’t be me without 
you.”

Jeff Shearer
AU Athletics

Bo Jackson receives his Kansas City Royals Hall of Fame blazer.
JASON HANNA/KANSAS CITY ROYALS

Hall of Fame: Royals induct Auburn’s Bo Jackson
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BREMEN, Ala. — In this 
interview, I talked to Cold 
Springs senior Kortnie Wil-
liams about her favorite 
memories she made playing 
softball for the Eagles, what 
it was like playing with some 
great teammates and every-
thing she learned from that 
experience.
	 "My favorite memory was 
probably when we couldn't 
get our pitching machine to 
work right, so we just walked 
around and talked to each 
other," Williams said. "It was 
the best experience I've ever 
had. I've grown so close to the 
girls on the team; they are my 
family now, especially since 
my little sister, Kaydance 
Williams, was on varsity with 
me this year. I learned how to 
be a better person and leader. 
Being a senior isn't just about 
being the oldest on the team. 
It's about showing your un-
derclassmen how to be the 
bigger person and how to be a 
great leader."
	 Williams played under 
several coaches during her 
playing career and soaked up 
as much as she could from 
them. She will miss being an 
Eagle next season and talked 
about a couple of her favorite 
games that she was a part of.
	 "I love all my coaches, 
and as the years went on, we 
got closer and closer. They 
are my second family. They 
showed me how to be a leader, 
be the bigger person, and how 
to push my abilities on and off 
the field," she said. 
	 "I will remember and miss 
the overall energy of the fans 
and how excited they got over 
a really good play and hit. My 
favorite games were when 
we played a doubleheader 
against Addison and Dora. 
My teammates had the best 
energy during those games. 
We were all cheering and 
just having fun. I think those 
games were probably the best 
that I played all season."
	 She shared her favorite 
high school memory from her 
time at Cold Springs, and why 
being an Eagle was so special 
to her.
	 "My favorite high school 
memory was our football 
pep rallies. Everyone got so 
excited and very competitive 
during the games that we 
played," she said.
	 "What made Cold Springs 
a special place to go to were 
the teachers. They make you 
feel like you can tell them 
anything. I've definitely 
gotten closer to some of my 
teachers over the years. I will 
remember the football pep 
rallies and the Friday night 
football games. They were 
definitely the best part of 
my high school experience. 
I'll miss the underclassmen 
friends I made over the past 
two years."
	 Williams gave some 
advice to the students that 
will be starting high school 
in August, and she was in 
more than a handful of clubs 
at Cold Springs and talked 
about that experience.
	 "Make friends with the 
right people. They need to be 
friends that will encourage 
and believe in you. Always be 
a student first. School should 
always first," she said. "I was 
a member of the SGA for two 
years, NHS for three years, 
the Math Team for three 
years, FCCLA for two years, 
yearbook for one year, and 
NSLS through Wallace State 
Community College for two 
years. Being in those clubs 
taught me how to be a great 
leader, and how to serve the 
community."
	 She tried to be a great role 
model for a lot of younger 
people and was given some 
advice by coach Paige Adams 
that helped her out a lot 
during her career.
	 "I knew that I had to be 
the bigger person, and I knew 
that I had to be a leader, be-

cause I was the oldest in the 
classroom and on the field," 
she said. "Coach Adams' 
advice to me was to be a dog. 
She would always say that 
to us, and it stuck with me. 
It taught me that I needed 
to work hard for the things 
that I want and need to ac-
complish. I want people to 
remember how funny I am 
with the people I'm close to, 
and how kind I am to others. 
I try to encourage and bring 
the best out of others around 
me."
	 Williams talked about 
some role models that she 
looked up to and gave some 
advice to those people that 

want to be where she's at 
right now. She played along-
side her sister, Kaydance, for 
one year and had a great time 
sharing the field with her.
	 "In softball, my role 
models were my coaches and 
the seniors that came before 
me. I had always looked up 
to them and wanted to be just 
like them. In school, my role 
models were my teachers. 
They always wanted what 
was best for me, and I hope 
that in the future, I can be 
just as encouraging as they 
are," she said.
	 "My advice to them is to 
push yourself to be the best 
version of yourself. Always 

be a leader in every situation. 
Listen to what others have to 
say. Encourage others to be 
a better person, and always 
have fun in everything that 
you do."
	 She added, "It was an 
amazing experience. She 
made this season the best 
softball season I've ever had. 
She pushed me to be a better 
athlete, and she wanted me to 
be a better player. I wanted to 
be the bigger person for her. I 
love getting to watch her play 
softball; she is a very talented 
athlete. I love her with all my 
heart, and it's so sad to think 
that we won't play on the 
same team anymore."

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

'Be a great leader': Cold 
Springs' Kortnie Williams 
reflects on time as an Eagle

Cold Springs’ Kortnie Williams
KORTNIE WILLIAMS

The Cullman Swim Team defeated Boaz 383-264 in its final regular season meet last week.
CULLMAN SWIM TEAM
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91st ADSFR adds dock space, new categories

A new dock and 
boardwalk, a new 
live weigh-in cate-
gory and a new spe-

cies for catch and release are 
among the highlights for the 
91st annual Alabama Deep 
Sea Fishing Rodeo (ADSFR), 
set for July 19-21 at the rodeo 
site on Dauphin Island.
	 The new dock and board-
walk will increase the capac-
ity for the number of boats 
that can be tied up to head to 
the weigh-in station, and the 
boardwalk will also provide 
access to the north side of the 
rodeo property.
	 “We added a dock 7 to 
help alleviate pressure during 
the busy weigh-in times,” said 
Matt Glass, ADSFR Presi-
dent. “Also, between docks 
1 and 2, we added a platform 
across that with pilings and 
stringers to make a huge 
platform. The reason we did 
that was to be able to tie up 
two small boats on the end 
of the platform or back two 
big boats into the slips to get 
to the crane to weigh in your 
big fish like sharks and bill-
fish. Technically, now you can 
have four big boats pull in all 
at once.
	 “We extended the board-
walk all the way to the edge of 
the property on the north side 
to give scientists more room 
to work. We set some pilings 
up there so the Sheriff’s Flo-
tilla and the scientists can tie 
up their boats so they’re not 
taking up dock space. And the 
boardwalk gives them easy 
access to their work area.”
	 Along with about 4,000 
rodeo anglers, marine scien-
tists flock to the ADSFR be-
cause of the access to a wide 
variety of species as well as 
the larger size of fish that are 
caught during the competi-
tion. Marine scientists will 
collect a great deal of data 
during the three-day tourna-
ment.
	 Dr. Sean Powers, rodeo 
judge and head of the Univer-
sity of South Alabama Marine 
& Environmental Sciences 
Department, will bring a crew 
of students and researchers 
to sample a variety of fish. Dr. 
Marcus Drymon of Mississip-
pi State University will bring 
a team to take a samples from 
the shark species brought to 
the scales at the rodeo site. 
The Dauphin Island Sea Lab 
will also have a crew at the 
rodeo to assist with the sam-
pling.
	 One of the new features 
that will aid marine scientists 
is the addition of the catch-
and-release category for jack 
crevalle.
	 “One of our scientists, 
Dr. Marcus Drymon, was 
very adamant about it,” Glass 
said. “He’s been doing a lot of 
research on it, and he’s work-
ing with scientists in south 
Florida. He thought it would 
be a good idea. Up here in the 
northern Gulf, they’re every-
where. They’re using this to 
learn more about the fish, and 
we’re always happy to help 
the scientists.”
	 In the CCA (Coastal Con-
servation Association) of Ala-
bama Live Weigh-In Special 
Awards category, flounder 
has been added to the spe-
cies that can be brought to 
the weigh-in site alive and 
be entered to win a variety of 
prizes. Previously, the cate-
gory allowed only redfish and 
speckled trout. 
	 “We had several people 
ask about adding flounder 
last year,” Glass said. “I talked 
to the board, and the scien-
tists thought that would be a 
great idea.”
	 Conservation Commis-
sioner Chris Blankenship 
applauded the evolution of 
the ADSFR, which has been a 
part of his life for a long, long 
time.
	 “I love the ADSFR,” Com-
missioner Blankenship said. 
“Growing up on Dauphin 
Island and then working for 
the Alabama Department of 
Conservation, I have attend-
ed or fished in more than 
half of the 91 rodeos. A lot 
has changed with the event 
over those years. I think the 
ADSFR is in the best place 
ever with the way the event is 

done now with a focus on sci-
ence, conservation and high-
lighting the great inshore and 
offshore fishing we have in 
Alabama.”
	  The red snapper category 
and Craneworks Red Snap-
per Jackpot are pretty much 
locks right now with the pro-
jections from the Alabama 
Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources’ 
Marine Resources Division 
(MRD).
	 Snapper Check data in-
dicate there will be plenty of 
red snapper quota remaining 
for the rodeo. The 2024 catch 
limit is 659,654 pounds. As of 
June 17, MRD’s data showed 
that the harvest had not 
reached the 200,000-pound 
mark.
	 “It’s looking really good 
for red snapper,” Glass said. 
“Harvest numbers right now 
are low, so the statistics show 
we will absolutely have the 
red snapper. It’s a huge part 
of the rodeo.”
	 Ticket holders who 
weigh in a legal fish in the 
91st rodeo will be eligible 
for more than $450,000 in 
cash and prizes, including a 
Contender 25 bay boat with 
a Yamaha 250-horsepower 
outboard. The winner of the 
boat-motor package will be 
selected in a random draw-
ing from all participants who 
weigh in a legal fish or enter 
a legal fish in the catch-and-
release categories during the 
tournament. Your chances of 
winning the top prize pack-
ages are the same if you catch 
a 14-inch ladyfish in the surf 
along the Alabama Gulf Coast 
or haul in a huge billfish from 
the Gulf of Mexico.
	 The ADSFR started as a 
tarpon tournament in 1929, 
long before a bridge allowed 
easy access to the island, 
with 250 anglers. With only 
a break during World War II, 
the rodeo has grown expo-
nentially and was designated 
the world’s largest saltwater 
fishing tournament by the 
Guinness Book of World 
Records in 2011. This year’s 
rodeo is expected to draw 
about 4,000 anglers from all 
across the nation.
	 One aspect of the ADSFR 
that has also grown expo-
nentially is the sale of rodeo 
t-shirts. Despite having a 
multiple-window t-shirt 
sales booth, the line waiting 
for t-shirts has gotten longer 
and longer each year. To al-
leviate some of the wait for 
t-shirts for the anglers who 
come to the rodeo site by 
boat, the rodeo is receiving 
help this year from one of its 
sponsors to sell t-shirts near 
the weigh dock.
	 “One of our sponsors, 
Almost Home Portable Build-
ings, donated a building, and 
we’re going to use it as a dock 
t-shirt booth,” Glass said. 

“We’re placing the building 
near the crane so that anyone 
who is coming by boat can get 
their t-shirts there and won’t 
have to get in line at the other 
booth.
	 “One of the great things 
about being president is I 
got to design the artwork for 
the t-shirt. Everybody loves 
our t-shirts, and everybody 
wants this year’s edition. It 
was awesome to work with 
local artist Brandon Finnorn 
to design this year’s t-shirt.”
	 One of the highlights of 
last year’s rodeo was the state 
record tiger shark of 1,019 
pounds, caught by Brett Rut-

ledge. This year’s rodeo will 
again feature shark catego-
ries for tiger shark and bull 
shark. Each shark weighed 
must be at least 80 inches, 
measured from the tip of the 
snout to the fork in the tail. 
The Gulf Hauling and Con-
struction Shark Jackpot will 
also be divided into individu-
al species.
	 The South Response Ser-
vices King Mackerel Jack-
pot, Yamaha Motors Speck-
led Trout Jackpot and the 
Meadow Electric Big Game 
Jackpot are also available. 
Regular rodeo categories 
include 15 inshore species 

and 18 offshore species. Each 
category has a minimum size. 
Go to https://adsfr.com/ro-
deo-rules to find the rodeo 
species and minimum sizes.
	 As usual, the Roy Martin 
Young Anglers Tournament 
will be held the Saturday 
(July 13) prior to the ADSFR 
and is available to anglers 15 
years old and younger.
	 A project of the Mobile 
Jaycees, the ADSFR kicks off 
on Thursday, July 18, with the 
Captain T-Bone’s Liars Con-
test, followed by three days of 
fishing competition. The big 
rodeo opens with a cannon 
blast at 5 a.m. on Friday, July 

19. The ADSFR closes with 
another cannon blast at 5 
p.m. on July 21.
	 ADSFR and Roy Martin 
tickets can be purchased 
at www.fishingchaos.com. 
All ADSFR tickets must be 
purchased before the rodeo 
starts, but tickets for the Roy 
Martin tournament can be 
purchased when you get to 
the rodeo site with your fish. 
	 “We’re excited and get-
ting ready for the rodeo,” 
Glass said. “It’s getting here 
fast with the Fourth of July 
coming up. We’ll have one 
more work weekend and then 
the Roy Martin rodeo.”

David Rainer
Ala. Dept. of Conservation and Nat. Resources

DAVID RAINER

Anglers in the 91st ADSFR have the choice of weighing their jack crevalle or participating in the catch-and-release category.

JAY GUNN

The CCA Alabama Live Weigh-In has added flounder to the competition in the 91st ADSFR.

COMMUNITY MATTERS
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AUBURN UNIVERSITY, 
Ala. — Tomatoes are a popu-
lar garden crop, but they can 
be high maintenance. It can 
be difficult to make decisions 
about tomato care without 
a solid plan. Eliminate the 
questions and begin tomato 
season with proper care.
	 Weather, insects and 
viral, fungal and bacterial 
problems are all challenges 
every gardener faces when 
growing backyard tomatoes. 
Having an awareness of po-
tential problems before they 
arise is one way to make 
sure the backyard tomatoes 
thrive. Mallory Kelley, an 
Alabama Cooperative Exten-
sion System home grounds, 
gardens and home pests 
regional agent, said there 
are many things to watch 
for when growing tomatoes 
to ensure a healthy crop. As 
the hot and humid summer 
starts up, Kelley provides the 
following tips to keep plants 
healthy.

Watering and mulch
When it comes to water, 
Kelley recommends starting 
with drip irrigation or hand 
watering only at the surface 
of the soil to avoid splash-
ing. Then, gardeners should 
prune off any of the tomato 
plants’ lower limbs that are 
touching the soil and apply 
mulch.
	 “Mulching your tomatoes 
keeps the plants moisture 
level consistent and will help 
prevent blossom end rot,” 
Kelley said. “Applying mulch 
also helps control weeds and 
eliminates competition for 
the fertilizer you have ap-
plied.”
	 Mulch also creates a bar-
rier between the plant leaves 
and the soil to suppress many 
of the fungal problems that 
come from the surface of the 
soil.

Scout for disease and in-
sects
For diseases and insects, time 
is of the essence. Remove 
yellow and brown-spotted 
leaves as soon as they appear. 
If a fungicide plan is not in 
place, start a fungicide appli-
cation to prevent early blight.
	 “No tomato grower can 
avoid this problem,” Kelley 
said. “It’s best to apply a pre-
ventative fungicide when 
the plants are healthy and 
there is no disease present. 
Products with the active in-
gredients chlorothalonil and 
mancozeb will control early 
blight.”
	 Kelley said copper is an 
option to control bacterial 
issues. It is best to scout daily 
for all of these problems, as 
well as insects.
	 “Go out and inspect for 
armyworms, fruit worms, 
hornworms and stinkbugs,” 
she said. “These are the main 
insect problems on toma-
toes.”
	 Products that contain Ba-
cillus thuringensis (Bt) will 

work when the worms are 
young and Bt will not kill any 
other bugs — only the worms 
eating the plant and toma-
toes.
	 Gardeners can also use 
products containing carba-
ryl to control larger worms. 
Kelley said carbaryl will elim-
inate a wide variety of insects 
it comes in contact with—
even larger worms if they 
ingest enough of it. However, 
the damage has been done by 

the time worms are large, so 
treatment may not be nec-
essary. Bifenthrin is another 
insecticide that will control 
stinkbugs and some of the 
other pests gardeners may 
find.
	 “Don’t wait until your 
plant has no more leaves 
before you start your search 
for the hornworm,” Kelley 
said. “Scout today because 
the plant may not be there 
tomorrow.”

More information
Want to learn more about 
what may be affecting tomato 
plants and what you can do 
to help tomatoes thrive? Call 
the Master Gardener Help-

line at 1-877-ALA-GROW 
(252-4769) or reach out to 
your county’s Extension 
office for more direction. You 
can also learn more about 
growing, canning and storing 

tomatoes through Alabama 
Extension’s many regional 
workshops. To find the next 
workshop near you, visit 
www.aces.edu and search 
tomato in the calendar.

Katie Nichols
Alabama Cooperative Extension System

Extension agent gives tips for taking care of tomatoes 

ALABAMA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SYSTEM

91st ADSFR adds dock space, new categories

19. The ADSFR closes with 
another cannon blast at 5 
p.m. on July 21.
	 ADSFR and Roy Martin 
tickets can be purchased 
at www.fishingchaos.com. 
All ADSFR tickets must be 
purchased before the rodeo 
starts, but tickets for the Roy 
Martin tournament can be 
purchased when you get to 
the rodeo site with your fish. 
	 “We’re excited and get-
ting ready for the rodeo,” 
Glass said. “It’s getting here 
fast with the Fourth of July 
coming up. We’ll have one 
more work weekend and then 
the Roy Martin rodeo.”

Anglers in the 91st ADSFR have the choice of weighing their jack crevalle or participating in the catch-and-release category.

COMMUNITY MATTERS
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Obituary Announcements: July 4-5

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Phone: 256-739-1351
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Randall Parris, 50
Randall Parris, age 50, 
of Hartselle, passed 
away on Wednesday, 
July 3, 2024, at Brook-
wood Medical Center. 
There are no services 
planned at this time. 
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
family. Randall was 
born Feb. 17, 1974, to 
George Randall Parris 
and Judy Cornelius 
Parris, in Ft. Worth, 
Texas. He is preceded 
in death by his father. 
He is survived by his 
mother; son, Seth 
Parris; daughter, Kait-
lyn Parris.

Kenneth Leon Allo-
way, Jr., 63
Kenneth Leon Alloway, 
Jr., age 63, of Hancev-
ille, passed away on 
Thursday, July 4, 2024, 
at his home, surround-
ed by his loving family. 
A memorial service for 
Mr. Alloway will be an-
nounced at a later date. 
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
family. Kenneth was 
born April 25, 1961, in 
New Jersey to Kenneth 
Leon Alloway, Sr. and 
Elizabeth Marie Ellis 
Alloway. He is preceded 
in death by his parents; 
and one sister, Bonnie 
Pace. He is survived by 
his wife, Dian Tucker 
Alloway; two sons, 
Brett Alloway (Krystle), 

and Michael Alloway 
(Ashley); step-daugh-
ter, Michelle Warden 
(Dewayne); brothers, 
Keith Alloway (Kerry), 
and Wayne Alloway; 
sisters, Tammy Tomas-
si (Frank), Patti Hunter 
(Ed); grandchildren, 
Kenny Alloway IV, Ar-
ianna Alloway, Sophia 
Alloway, Ellie White, 
Raelynn Alloway, Char-
lotte Alloway, Madison 
Wilson, Kaylix Wil-
banks, Eavenlee Wil-
banks; and a host of 
friends and family. Mr. 
Alloway served proud-
ly in the U.S. Navy. He 
loved to tell stories 
about all the places he 
had been while in the 
service. He was a true 
patriot. He also was 
a faithful member of 
Bethlehem Methodist 
Church and he loved 
serving the Lord and 
his fellow Christians. 
He will be very missed 
by all who knew and 
loved him. 

Raymond Donald 
Millwood, 79
Funeral Service for 
Raymond Donald 
Millwood, age 79 of 
Vinemont, will be at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, July 
6, 2024, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home 
with Nathan Thomas 
officiating; burial at 
New Hope, North Bap-
tist Cemetery. Visita-

tion will be from 6-8 
p.m. on Friday, July 5, 
2024, at Cullman Her-
itage Funeral Home. 
Cullman Heritage Fu-
neral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. Mr. 
Millwood passed away 
on Tuesday, July 2, 
2024. He was born 
Thursday, Aug. 10, 
1944, Edward Millwood 
and Eva L. Millwood. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents; 
wife, Betty Millwood 
and brother, Rueld 
Millwood. Survivors 
include his daughters, 
Renea Standridge, Kim 
(Tim) Akers, Jamie 
(Jeremy) Harbison; 
sons, Douglas (Tayan-
na) Millwood, Stevie 
(Kristy) Millwood, 
Scottie (Christy) Mill-
wood; grandchildren, 
Preston McClellan, 
Amanda (Bien) Bordas, 
Travor Millwood, Toni 
(Jeffrey) Johns, Takota 
Millwood, Judson 
Millwood, Colton Mill-
wood, Austin Millwood, 
Adam Millwood, Alex 
Millwood, Samantha 
(Rylan) Jones, Joey 
Walker and Jeremi-
ah Harbison; great 
grandchildren, Ariel 
and Prince McClellan, 
Roman Oliver Bordas 
and one on the way 
and Lila Johns; sis-
ters, Ruby and Sharon 
Corley; brother, Ken-
neth Millwood and a 

host of nieces, neph-
ews, family and friends.

Chester ‘Sonny‘ Elton 
Berry, Sr., 87
Obituary of Our Be-
loved Father Chester 
Elton Berry Sr. A Cele-
bration of life of our be-
loved Husband, Father, 
and grandfather, 
Chester E. Berry Sr., 
lovingly called Sonny 
will be at 2 p.m., at Cull-
man Heritage Funeral 
Home with Chet Berry 
officiating. Visitation 
will be from 1-2 p.m. on 
Sunday, July 7, 2024, 
at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. He was 
born Jan. 11th, 1937, one 
of eight children, born 
to Chester Ira and Vera 
Berry. He was preceded 
in death by his parents 
and brothers Randy and 
Haskel Berry. I cannot 
talk about family with-
out mentioning the 
Walkers: Danny, Tina, 
Ethan, Caroline, and 
Caleb, who are family 
by love versus blood. 
Cullman Heritage is in 
charge of the arrange-
ments.

Henry Charles Guth-
ery, 81
Henry Charles Guth-
ery Sr. was born Nov. 
25, 1942, in Logan, Ala-
bama to Charles "Char-
lie" Guthery and Virgin-
ia Gallimore Guthery. 
He died at Woodland 

Village Nursing Home 
on July 3, 2024, at the 
age of 81. Henry owned 
Henry C Guthery Metal 
Co for over 55 years. He 
loved singing Sacred 
Harp Music. He was the 
director of the Cullman 
County Sacred Harp 
Convention for many 
years. His favorite 
hobby was gardening 
and he affectionately 
called his family farm 
"Paradise Valley." He 
lived on the original 
Guthery Homestead 
for almost 80 years. He 
is preceded in death 
by his wife of 40 years 
Sherry Lee Kimble 
Guthery, His Parents: 
Charlie Guthery and 
Virginia Gallimore, and 
brothers: William "Bill" 
Guthery and Earnest 
Guthery. He is survived 
by his sister Beatrice 
(Jim) Aaron, three 
sons: Henry Guthery 
Jr, Rodney Guthery, 
and Scott (Charity) 
Guthery; seven grand-
children: Austin (Jen-
nifer) Guthery, Henry 
(Kilsy) Guthery Ill, 
Jessica (Tyler) Phillips, 
Andrew (Kelly) Guth-
ery, Logan (Jayden) 
Guthery, Samuel Guth-
ery, and Isaac "Scoot-
er" Guthery; and 10 
great-grandchildren: 
Pyper Guthery, Charlie 
Guthery, Avery Phil-
lips, Asher Camp Phil-
lips, Abigail Guthery, 

Audrey Guthery, Nellie 
Guthery, Kolt Guthery, 
KT Guthery, and Henry 
Guthery IV, a host of 
Sacred Harp Singers, 
and his unofficially 
adopted son Eliseo 
Loreto. A Celebration 
of Life and Sacred Harp 
Singing will be held 
at Branded By Christ 
Cowboy Church in 
Hanceville, Alabama on 
July 15 at 5 p.m. in the 
afternoon. At Henry's 
request we will have a 
Barbeque in his honor 
after the service. 

Brian Fulmer, 48
Brian Fulmer, age 48 of 
Cullman, passed away 
on Wednesday, July 
3, 2024. He was born 
Wednesday, Feb. 25, 
1976, to Eddie Larry 
Fulmer and Barbara 
Ellen Green. He was 
preceded in death by 
his parents and niece 
Alyssa Fulmer. Survi-
vors include his son, 
Joshua (Della) Fulmer; 
stepson, granddaugh-
ter, due September 
2024; sisters, Angela 
Fulmer, Laura (Jason) 
Nichols; nephews, Alec 
(Kayla) Fulmer-Win-
gate, Mason Fulmer, 
William, Lawrence, 
Jett & Elliott Nichols; 
niece, Alyssa Fulmer 
and a host of family and 
friends. No services 
have been planned at 
this time.

It has been eight years 
since we landed at 
Plymouth. No, we were 
not Pilgrims onboard 

the Mayflower. We were 
vacationers onboard a new 
Ford Fusion. Nobody died 
on our pilgrimage, however, 
there was a time or two when 
we wondered if we might! 
We didn’t cross an ocean to 
get there, but we did cross 
nine states that didn’t exist 
back in 1620. Four-hundred-
twenty-four years have now 
passed since they landed in 
the new country. Some died 

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

Freedom has never been free
Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

POET'S CORNER

•	 Candles

•	 1 can of Sprite (nonper-
ishable substitute for egg and 
oil)

•	 Sprinkles

•	 A Happy Birthday banner

•	 Pack of disposable birth-
day plates

•	 Pack of plastic forks

•	 Birthday card

•	 Pack of birthday napkins
 

Anyone who wishes to help 
the CEC fill and donate boxes 
can donate entire boxes, box 
contents or cash.
	 Dossey said donations of 

any kind are appreciated; any 
excess cash donations will be 
used to purchase gift cards 
for the children to accompa-
ny the birthday boxes, allow-
ing a small bit of autonomy 
on a significant day. 
	 Donations for CEC’s 

Birthday Box Summer Give-
back will be accepted until 
Aug. 23, and can be made at 
either CEC location or by 
signing up at https://tinyurl.
com/BBCEC24. 
	 The CEC is located at 
1749 Eva Road NE. Its Addi-

son office is located at 31132 
U.S.Highway 278.
	 The main branch’s hours 
are Monday-Friday from 7:30 
a.m.-4 p.m. and the office in 
Addison is open Monday-Fri-
day from 7:30 a.m.-noon and 
1-4 p.m.

Boxes (from Front)

Event (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Agricultur-
al Trade Center will host the 
Outlaw Arenacross Pro-Am 
event on July 27, Aug. 3 and 
Aug. 10. Gates open at 2 p.m., 
welcoming motocross enthu-
siasts and families to enjoy 
thrilling races, community 
engagement and support for 
a worthy cause.
	 Admission to the Outlaw 
Arenacross event is just $5, 
with free entry for kids 10 
and younger. Parking is free. 
This three-round Arenacross 
series marks a soft launch for 
what organizers hope will 
become an annual event.
	 "Next season we hope to 
ramp it up to a 12-14-round 
Arenacross series. It is our 
hopes that we get to showcase 
different local talents from 
all ages as well as to provide 
a safe family atmosphere for 
everyone to enjoy," an Outlaw 
Arenacross representative 

shared. 
	 In addition to the exciting 
races, the event features a 
significant community ini-
tiative: a food drive and fund-
raiser for Cullman Caring for 
Kids (CCFK).
	 Attendees are encour-
aged to bring nonperishable 
food items, personal hygiene 
products, diapers and wipes 
to support local children 
in need. Donations can be 
dropped off at the Cullman 
County Agricultural Trade 
Center during any of the 
three Outlaw Arenacross 
events. 
	 Local businesses are in-
vited to participate through 
sponsorship opportunities. 
For a sponsorship cost of 
$300, businesses will receive 
10 admission tickets per 
event (30 total), and their 
company logo and link will 
be featured on the Outlaw 
Arenacross website and Face-
book page for the remainder 
of the calendar year.
	 Sponsors will also be 

mentioned during the check 
presentation at the main 
event. 
	 A portion of all ticket 
sponsorship proceeds will go 
directly to CCFK. A check for 
the money raised will be pre-
sented to CCFK during the 
event.
	 "We look forward to 
seeing everyone and we ap-
preciate your support for the 
OAX and Cullman Caring For 
Kids.
	 "We would also like to 
thank Luther Kinsey from 
the Cullman (County) Agri-
culture (sic) (Trade) Center 
for helping us organize this 
event and Thumpstar USA 
for sponsoring,” expressed 
the Outlaw Arenacross rep-
resentative.  
	 For more information or 
to become a sponsor, please 
contact Outlaw Arenacross 
via Facebook or phone at 256-
737-1111. For additional rider 
and racing information as 
well as the full schedule, visit 
www.outlawax.com. 

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

COMMUNITY MATTERS
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Alternative Fuel
Battery
Biofuel
Biogas
Biomass
Bus
Butane
Car
Chernobyl
Controversy
Dams
Demand
Ethanol

Fuel Cell
Fuel Tax
Gasohol
Geothermal
Heating
Hot Spring
Hydroelectric Power
Hydropower
Industry
Investment
Meter
Oil Price
Plutonium

Propane
Rail
Solar Cell
Solar Power
Steam Electric Plant
Storage
Sustainable
Tax Credits
Tidal Power
Transport
Uranium
Wave Power
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It has been eight years 
since we landed at 
Plymouth. No, we were 
not Pilgrims onboard 

the Mayflower. We were 
vacationers onboard a new 
Ford Fusion. Nobody died 
on our pilgrimage, however, 
there was a time or two when 
we wondered if we might! 
We didn’t cross an ocean to 
get there, but we did cross 
nine states that didn’t exist 
back in 1620. Four-hundred-
twenty-four years have now 
passed since they landed in 
the new country. Some died 

on the journey, and half of 
them didn’t survive their first 
year here. Multitudes have 
died since then, simply so we 
could stay here and live in 
freedom.
	 I’ve never seen the May-
flower, but I have seen a 
life-size replica of it. I was 
stunned at how small it 
seemed. The ceiling in the 
lower deck was so low I had to 
duck. I could not imagine 102 
passengers, plus the captain, 
crew, and animals on board 
that thing for 66 days.
	 Because it was a cargo 
ship, there were no cabins, 
bunks, or bathrooms. They 
actually continued to live on-
board the ship, in Cape Cod 
and Plymouth, for quite some 

time after they arrived here. 
That was because they had 
nowhere else to live. They 
had to build houses. Why? 
Why were they willing to put 
themselves through such 
struggles? Because they were 
searching for freedom…free-
dom from England and from 
the Church of England. Free-
dom almost always comes 
with a price.
	 On the night of April 18, 
1775, a silversmith named 
Paul Revere rode through 
the streets of Boston at mid-
night shouting, “The British 
are coming, the British are 
coming!” A life-size statue 
of Revere still stands in 
Boston, behind the Old North 
Church. That church is the 

famous site where lanterns 
were hung and from which 
the famous, “One if by land, 
two is by sea” signal is said to 
have been sent out. The Brit-
ish armies attacked at nearby 
Lexington and Concord and 
the Revolutionary War offi-
cially began. This was the war 
that paid for our freedom, our 
independence, with the lives 
of the American settlers.
	 In nearby Quincy, now 
a suburb of Boston, stands 
three houses where our first 
vice president, who became 
our second president, lived. 
He was one of the 56 signers of 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. John Adam’s father 
first farmed that land in Mas-
sachusetts that became his 

son’s. Young Adams wanted 
to follow in his father’s steps 
and become a farmer too.
	 His father did not wish 
so, so he took him out to the 
fields and worked him as hard 
as possible. He had hoped 
when he realized how hard 
that work was, that he would 
change his mind. Instead, at 
the end of the day, he said, 
“This work suits me.” His 
father replied, “Well, it does 
not suit me for you.” John 
Adams Jr. farmed that land 
for the rest of his life, but he 
also went on to graduate from 
Harvard, became a lawyer, 
and one who worked diligent-
ly to gain our freedom. After 
Adams retired from public 
office, he spent his remain-

ing days farming and living 
out his life in freedom on his 
farm. He died there on July 4, 
1826, at the age of 90.
	 We, as a nation, still 
remain free 248 years after 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence was signed. We still 
have religious freedom as 
well. War was fought to gain 
such freedoms, and wars have 
followed to safeguard such 
freedoms.
	 May we never take such 
privileges lightly and without 
thanksgiving to God above 
and for the men and women 
who died here below.

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-728-5514 (office).

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

Freedom has never been free
Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

From the files of 1900
George Patrick of Ryan’s 
Cross Roads was here yester-
day.
	 C.N. Peek, of Eddy, was in 
Cullman on Wednesday.
	 Mr. and Mrs. R.E. Sand-
ers and baby are visiting in 
Scottsboro.
	 J.A. McMinn left Tuesday 
for New York.
	 Sidney Dunn, of Birming-
ham, visited relatives here on 

Sunday.
	 The tax collector and 
assessor can be found in the 
sheriff’s office.
	 David and Ernest Tipton, 
of Joppa, were in Cullman, on 
Tuesday.
	 Mr. and Mrs. C.C. Weigand 
left Monday for a visit in Bir-
mingham.
	 W.H. Harris, a prosperous 
merchant of Crane Hill, was 
here on Friday.

	 John Huey of the L and N 
visited at Simcoe this week.
	 Walker King has accepted 
a position with the American 
Newspaper Union in Bir-
mingham.
	 Uncle Buck Nesmith, of 
Logan, was in the city this 
week.
	 A Thanksgiving luncheon, 
given at the “Palace” Thurs-
day, surpassed anything that 
this city has ever seen.

	 Ben Timpe went to Bir-
mingham, on Wednesday, 
for the purpose of buying 
furniture for his barber shop, 
which he will open on First 
Avenue East, in a few days.
	 Charlie Norman reports 
that his father, C.R. Norman, 
formerly of this county, now 
of Collin County, Texas, has 
gathered and sold 43 bales of 
cotton this season.
	 William Bauer died on 

Tuesday.

From the files of 1936
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Todd, 
of Hanceville, visited Beech 
Grove relatives on Sunday.
	 Mrs. Race Lowery spent 
Sunday with her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Elbert McHan at 
North Vinemont.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Joe Ray, of 
Hanceville, spent Sunday 
with his father at Beech 

Grove.
	 In 1916, R.E. Lee, John 
Beyer and Andy Kelhoffer, 
spent Monday in Bremen.
	 Doctor G.W. Bledsoe attend-
ed the Vandy-Auburn game, in 
Birmingham on Saturday.
	 Mrs. J.F. Weeks and Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Oldacre motored to Bir-
mingham on Saturday.
	 We all admire the wisdom 
of people who come to us for 
advice.

HISTORY

Files from yesteryear: 1900, 1936

POET'S CORNER
The Storyteller | By: Randy C. Hale

Our grandmother told us stories 
of how Beowulf killed Grendel, 
and how Prince Prospero failed 

to escape the red death.

She told of local lore.
How one of our town's barber's 

kidnapped and boy in 62.
About the famous trial and the 

horror of the crime.

There was the tornado of 1949, 
when some of her neighbors died.

And the one in 58, that blew the 
school away.

One of my favorites was about 
a woman who showed up at the 

local food town wearing only
a guitar.

I laughed with her, trying to 
imagine it all.

There were vivid ones about 
her life, from a wagon trip

from Virginia to the country 
roads of Alabama.

Of living through the depression, 
getting married at 15 and raising

children in trying times. 

Superstitions, panthers and
mad dogs on the loose, chilled 

us to the bone, through and 
through.

But there were warm and fuzzy 
ones too.

Bunnies, Cubby bears, princesses 
and adventures of children that

could be our very own.

Stories of King David, Elijah, 
and Samson coming from
to life from the Bible she

so well knew.
From ancient texts and from 
her creative mind came the 
best stories our world has

ever known. Picture of Eunice Haynes July 6, 1913-
Dec.22,1996 holding Erica Hale Self

Event (from Front)

COMMUNITY MATTERS
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CULLMAN, Ala. — The Link 
of Cullman County recently 
welcomed a familiar face to 
a new position. Cayla Grace 
Murphy is now over the non-
profit’s marketing efforts.  
	 Murphy is no stranger to 
nonprofit and community 
work. Beginning in her teens, 
she, along with a group of 
artist friends, would round 
up community volunteers 
and host fundraisers, auc-
tions and supply drives for 
various organizations. 
	 Her professional resume 
boasts tenures at the United 
Way of Cullman County and 
The Cullman Tribune, as 
well as in-depth volunteer 
service throughout the com-
munity and at The Link itself. 
Murphy is a former stay-at-
home mother to 2-year-old 
River Jane, her daughter (or 
cat, or dinosaur or armadillo, 
depending on the time of day 
River herself is asked). When 
faced with the isolation of 
shared custody, the mother 
with idle hands began to put 
her hands to use with vol-
unteer work. It was through 
her work with The Link and 
its food pantry, The Master’s 
Hand, that Murphy learned 
about the organization’s job 
opening. 
	 “I came to The Link ini-

tially as a volunteer,” Murphy 
smiles. “I thought, with all 
this time on my hands, I 
should make good use of it. I 
started volunteering at The 
Link's food pantry and was 
asked by our director Melis-
sa Betts if I would be open 
to coming on staff to contin-
ue telling the stories of the 
people we help and highlight 
some of our helpers.” 
	 Though her official title 
within the organization 
is marketing coordinator, 
Murphy wears many hats. 
From creating press releases 
and graphics to organizing 
and editing video content, 
her goal is always to spotlight 
the work being done at The 
Link and give the staff, vol-
unteers and clients a voice in 
the community, something 
Murphy is passionate about. 
	 “Marketing for a nonprof-
it can be difficult – it’s not like 
we're advertising a physical 
product that you can hold in 
your hand. My job is to com-
municate our needs and the 
needs of the neighbors we 
serve by telling the stories of 
people we see every day and 
how we can help them. Not 
just as The Link, but as the 
community of Cullman at 
large,” she said. 
	 Murphy believes bringing 
her real-world experience 
of being both a volunteer 
and a client will have a pos-

itive community impact for 
the organization. She noted 
that often there can be a dis-
connect between nonprofit 
workers and the clients they 
serve. The clients in need 
find it difficult to relate to 
the caseworkers; likewise, 
caseworkers can then find it 
hard to properly advocate if 
they’ve never actually been 
in the clients’ shoes. 
	 “Having been both the 
worker and the client at 
different stages of my life, 
I think it makes me more 
primed to advocate and com-
municate effectively with 
our neighbors in need,” said 
Murphy. 
	 As a young professional, 
Murphy said, she whole-
heartedly believes that the 
nonprofit world is shifting 
toward a younger crowd. 
The Link of Cullman Coun-
ty’s staff consists mainly of 
individuals younger than 30. 
Murphy’s obligations at The 
Link are to make community 
work appealing to younger 
givers and helpers, creating 
the next group of community 
members willing to give back 
and make a difference. 
	 “There is so much oppor-
tunity right here in our com-
munity to get the next gen-
eration involved,” Murphy 
shared. “I want to be one of 
the ones pulling them along 
to the front lines.”

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Murphy (from Front)

21+

CULLMAN’S CANNABIS BOUTIQUE

2020 2ND AVE. NW, CULLMAN | 256-841-1034

CUSTOMER APPRECIATIONCUSTOMER APPRECIATION
BOGO FREE EVENTBOGO FREE EVENT

JULY 1-15 (OR UNTIL SELECT SUPPLIES LAST)

THE RIGHT TIRES
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SUMMER FUN
SUMMER FUN

%%

ALL TIRES
1010

%%

225-65-17
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SETS OF 4 MEDIUM AND LIKE NEW
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OFFOFF
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W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

.. . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE
WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS


