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Cullman Electric Cooperative 
building ‘birthday boxes’ 

for local children

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man Electric Cooperative 
(CEC) is teaming up with the 
Cullman County Department 
of Human Resources (DHR) 
to provide “birthday boxes” 
to as many foster children 
and children in care as possi-
ble through the Birthday Box 
Summer Giveback Program. 
 From Cullman County 
DHR Director Amy Smith, 
the CEC found that, on av-
erage, Cullman County has 
around 160 children in foster 
care at any given moment. 
 “A key part of what co-
operatives do is give back to 
the communities they serve,” 
said CEC Manager of Com-
munications and Marketing 

Lindsey Dossey. “We saw this 
idea online and contacted 
our local DHR to see if they 
had anyone providing these 
for local foster kids. Once we 
discovered that there wasn’t 
anyone doing this for our 
local foster kids, we decided 
that we wanted to work with 
our community to provide 
a birthday celebration for 
the foster kids of Cullman 
County.”
 According to research 
done by The Pew Charitable 
Trusts, on average, children 
in foster care system will 
spend at least two birthdays 
in care and many children in 
foster care are removed from 
homes that lack normal life 
experiences, even simple ex-
periences such as birthday 
celebrations. 

 “When we talked about 
the thought of a child not 
having their birth celebrat-
ed, it broke our hearts and 
we wanted to help make sure 
all children got a celebration 
of the day they were born,” 
smiled Dossey. “So we’re 
making 160 birthday boxes so 
that each one can have one.”
 The birthday boxes are 
essentially a celebration in a 
box. Each box is packed full of 
the necessary ingredients for 
a party – cake, plates, banner 
and all.
 Each contains the follow-
ing items packed inside a dis-
posable baking pan: 

• A yellow or white cake 
mix

• A tub of icing

Cheyenne Sharp 
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

The Cullman Electric Cooperative is partnering with Cullman County DHR 
to provide “birthday boxes” to local children in foster care.

CULLMAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Sen. Garlan Gudger injured in jet ski 
accident on Smith Lake; prognosis ‘good’

CULLMAN, Ala. — Sen. 
Garlan Gudger, R-Cullman, 
was injured in a jet ski acci-
dent on Smith Lake on the 
afternoon of July 4. He was 
airlifted to UAB Hospital in 
Birmingham and is currently 
in the ICU, but his prognosis 
is “good,” according to an 

update from Gudger’s office.
 The statement said, 
“While at UAB, he underwent 
a brief surgical procedure to 
address internal bleeding and 
incurred (sic) other injuries 
that doctors are monitoring. 
The two-term senator is cur-
rently in the Intensive Care 
Unit following his surgery, 
but his physicians indicate 
that the prognosis for his re-

covery is good.”

Gudger’s wife, Heather 
Gudger, released the fol-
lowing statement on his 
behalf late Thursday night:
“From the first responders 
who were quickly on the 
scene to the members of the 
helicopter airlift unit to the 
doctors and nurses at UAB 
and everyone else 

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com

ALABAMA SENATE

Sen. Garlan Gudger »

» PAGE 2

Outlaw Arenacross Pro-Am event 
coming to Cullman, fundraiser for 
Cullman Caring for Kids » PAGE 10

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY

Cayla Grace Murphy is the new marketing coordinator, but 
a familiar face, at The Link of Cullman County.

Meet The Link’s 
Cayla Grace Murphy

» PAGE 12

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

The Cullman County Bosom Buddies Foundation’s Little 
Pink Dress benefit returns Oct. 1, 2024.

Little Pink Dress returns Oct. 1
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CCPS Principal Shaddix 
honored as State 

Administrator of the Year

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
City Primary School (CCPS) 
Principal Elizabeth Shaddix 
has been awarded the pres-
tigious Chiquita Marbury 
Award for School Adminis-
trator of the Year, sponsored 
by the Alabama Department 
of Education.
 Presented annually at 
the Alabama Educational 
Technology Conference, the 

award honors Chiquita Mar-
bury's legacy as a pioneering 
technology innovator in Al-
abama by recognizing edu-
cators who exemplify excel-
lence in technology teaching 
and leadership.
 Recipients are judged 
on Innovation and Creativ-
ity, Impact on Teaching and 
Learning, Leadership, Team-
work and Scholarship.
 “I am incredibly grateful 
to have received the Chiqui-
ta Marbury Award. It is truly 

humbling, and I want to ex-
press my heartfelt thank you 
to Mrs. Anna Anderson, who 
has made the STEM program 
a reality for our kindergarten 
through second grade stu-
dents,” Shaddix said.
 “I am excited about the 
future of this program as we 
extend the STEM initiative 
into our art classes this year. 
Mrs. (Amanda) Stidham and 
Mrs. Anderson are working 
together to ensure our STEM 
program is out-

Staff Reports 
Contributor

Cullman City Primary School Principal Elizabeth Shaddix, center, has been 
awarded the prestigious Chiquita Marbury Award for School Administrator of 
the Year, sponsored by the Alabama State Department of Education.

CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS

Sen. Garlan Gudger issues 1st public 
statement since July 4 jet ski accident
CULLMAN, Ala. — Sen. 
Garlan Gudger, R-Cullman, 
on Sunday, July 7, issued a 
public statement from UAB 
Hospital, where he remains 
under treatment following 
a serious Fourth of July jet 
ski accident that resulted in 
three fractured vertebrae, six 

fractured ribs, a punctured 
lung and internal bleeding.
 Gudger was airlifted to 
UAB Hospital on Thursday, 
July 4, following the acci-
dent on Smith Lake in which 
his personal watercraft was 
struck from behind by anoth-
er, and he underwent a brief 
surgical procedure upon ar-
rival to address the internal 
bleeding.

 The statement from 
Gudger, a two-term senator 
who represents portions of 
Cullman, Marion and Win-
ston counties, read:
 “If it had not been for the 
bystanders at the dock, the 
first responders who treated 
me at lakeside, the emergen-
cy helipad that had been in-
stalled by Trident Marina, Al-
abama’s Air Evac 

Staff Reports
Contributor

ALABAMA SENATE

Sen. Garlan Gudger »
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Celebrate Sweet Grown 
Alabama Day this Saturday, 
July 13 in Berlin » PAGE 2

The Pantry at The 
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APA

The Cullman Tribune's Sherry Brown accepts her first-
place award for Magazine- Single Photo in the Magazine 
division for Community Matters at the 2024 Alabama 
Press Association Summer Convention.

Tribune brings home 
38 Alabama Press 
Association Media Awards
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3rd annual Tomato Taste-
Off this Saturday, July 13

CULLMAN, Ala. — Tomato 
sandwich lovers, unite! The 
Cullman County Extension 
Office is gearing up to host its 
third annual Tomato Taste-
Off at the Festhalle Farmer’s 
Market this Saturday, July 13. 
The event will showcase local 
growers and the delicious 
produce that comes from the 
Cullman County soil. The 
tomatoes will be judged in 
three categories: Heaviest 
Tomato, Best-Tasting Slicing 
Tomato and Best-Tasting 
Cherry Tomato. 

	 Cullman County Exten-
sion Coordinator Kira Sims 
shared, “The third annual 
Tomato Taste-Off is an op-
portunity for home gardeners 
and local growers to show off 
their best-tasting or heaviest 
tomatoes.”
	 While the category of 
Heaviest Tomato is the most 
straightforward, three judges 
will put their own taste buds 
to the test as they try to pin-
point the Best-Tasting Slicing 
Tomato and Best-Tasting 
Cherry Tomato, evaluating 
acidity, sweetness and overall 
taste as they choose the best 
of the best. 

	 The contest will begin 
accepting entries at 9:30 a.m. 
at the Festhalle, with the 
competition and judging be-
ginning at 10. The contest has 
no age requirements, only 
that growers are local home 
or commercial growers. Each 
grower can enter once per 
category and contest win-
ners will be announced at 
the close of the competition, 
although participants do not 
need to be present to win. 
First-place winners will be 
awarded a certificate and a 
prize from a local garden-re-
lated business, along with 
bragging rights.  

Cheyenne Sharp 
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

A selection of tomatoes that were entered to win the title of “heaviest tomato” 
at the second annual Cullman County Tomato Taste-Off, hosted by the Cullman 
County Extension Office Saturday, July 15, 2023, at Festhalle Farmers Market

CONTRIBUTED

Grady Malone sworn in as newest 
Vinemont Town Councilman
VINEMONT, Ala. — 
Vinemont has a new town 
council member. On July 8, 
Grady Malone was sworn 
in to take Place 5, the seat 
former Councilwoman Sonya 
Copeland unexpectedly va-
cated last month. Malone was 

sworn in by Cullman County 
District Judge Chad Floyd at 
the council’s regularly sched-
uled July meeting.
	 Malone is the second new 
member of the town council 
this year. Former Council-
woman Charlotte Cosper 
resigned from Place 3 back in 
April. 
	 “Due to circumstances 

that make me feel less than 
safe to continue on serving 
as Council Member, Place 
No. 3 of the Town of South 
Vinemont, it is my desire to 
resign from this council seat. 
There are circumstances 
beyond my control that have 
made me feel uncomfortable 
to continue in this position,” 
Cosper’s letter to 

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 2

Oneonta man,19, drowns 
in Smith Lake » PAGE 2

ALEA: 9 traffic fatalities, 3 
drownings, 0 boating fatalities 
over 4th of July weekend » PAGE 7

CHEYENNE SHARP/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Vinemont Town Council, at its July meeting held on 
Monday, July 8, 2024, discussed the monthly senior citizens 
luncheon as well as the town’s annual BBQ Fest.

Vinemont council approves 
BBQ Fest plans, discusses 
monthly senior luncheon

» PAGE 2

CHEYENNE SHARP/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman County District Judge Chad Floyd swears in new 
Vinemont Town Councilman Grady Malone at the Vinemont 
Town Council meeting on Monday, July 8, 2024. Left to 
right are Floyd, Malone and Town Clerk Kayecea Sasser.

» PAGE 5
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Arrests and incidents reported July 10

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported July 10, 2024. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
July 6
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree – menacing; person; 
Meadow LN. SW

July 9
•	 criminal trespass-2nd 
degree; criminal mischief-3rd 
degree; Cullman Park & Rec; 

damaged property; $100; Lee 
Ave. SW
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; City of Cullman; Lee 
Ave. SW
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157
•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree; Wal-Mart; 
general merchandise; $249; 
Olive St. SW

ARRESTS
July 8-9
Ross, Brandon J.; 31
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree (2 counts)
•	 FTA - expired tag
•	 FTA - driving while li-
cense suspended

Harper, Angela K.; 53
•	 Harassment

Joseph II, Peter A.; 58
•	 theft of property-2nd 
degree
•	 possession of forged in-
strument-3rd degree

Beard, William J.; 61
•	 public intoxication

Baker, Stanley A.; 39
•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-2nd degree

Dujon, Elizabeth A.; 61
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Martinez, Bryann L.; 26
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

Seay, Heather E.; 40
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider “Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

This ad is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $3,686,987 

with 100 percent funding by ACL/HHS.  The contents are those of the author(s) and do not neces-
sarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

Vinemont Mayor Radginal 
Dodson said. 
	 Ross Campbell was ap-
pointed to Place 3 in June. 

	 No details were given as to 
why Copeland resigned.
	 The next Vinemont Town 
Council meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, Aug. 13, at Vinemont 
Town Hall. The work session 
will begin at 5 p.m. and the 
meeting will follow at 6.

Malone (from Front)

BREMEN, Ala. — A 19-year-
old from Oneonta drowned in 
Smith Lake on Wednesday, 
July 10.
	 Just past noon, Cullman 
County Coroner Jeremy Kil-
patrick said, he was notified 
of a possible drowning at 
Smith Lake.
	 "The call came in around 
12:30 p.m.," he said. "It hap-
pened around the Calvert 
Point area."
	 Kilpatrick identified the 
victim as Braxton Beasley.
	 If there are additional de-
tails released by local or state 
law enforcement, this story 
will be updated.

Man (from 
Front)

VINEMONT, Ala. — The 
Vinemont Town Council on 
Monday, July 8, approved 
plans for the town’s annual 
BBQ Fest and discussed the 
monthly senior luncheon. 
	 This month’s senior cit-
izens luncheon will be held 
Monday, July 15, from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Vinemont 
Community Center, located 
at 88 Ridgeway St.
	 In true summer fash-
ion, the council has secured 
smoked Boston butts from 
local meat supplier, The 
Butcher Meat Co. for the 
event.

	 The monthly meal is 
growing in popularity and 
is budgeted into the Town’s 
annual expenditures, allow-
ing the program to continue. 
	 New Councilman Grady 
Malone asked about the cost 
of the luncheon.
	 “Last month, it was about 
$200,” said Town Clerk 
Kayecea Sasser.
	 “We had around 57 se-
niors there.”
	 Councilman Chris 
Thompson added, “I have a 
lot of people tell me they look 
forward to it.”
	 After the details of the 
luncheon were settled, the 
council moved over to discus-
sions about the town’s annual 

BBQ Fest, to be held this year 
on Oct. 26 at the Vinemont 
Sportsplex.
	 At June’s meeting, the 
council chose to table discus-
sions on a production compa-
ny until more research could 
be done into businesses that 
can provide their services as a 
package deal including audio 
and stage setups. 
	 Thompson championed 
the return of Baker Produc-
tions, the production compa-
ny from prior years.
	 This month, the council 
unanimously approved Baker 
Productions' bid to provide 
the town’s annual BBQ Fest 
with a stage and audio setups 
totaling $1,700.  

Plans (from Front)
Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS
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Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Baileyton 
fire station next to the town’s park. 
Beauty and health products, toys, 
home goods, pet items, food and 
many everyday items. A donation 
of $20 will allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a shopper can 
fill a large box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some 
restrictions and product limits 
on the items. Cash and checks ac-
cepted. Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Alco-
holics Anonymous has open AA 
meetings (all are welcome) Mon-
days and Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. 
at the Carriage House, located next 
to Grace Episcopal Church, 305 
Arnold St. NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 1650 
St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cullman
• Mondays-Fridays- Free hot 
meals for children Mondays 11 
a.m.-noon, Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. and 
Wednesdays-Fridays 11 a.m.-noon. 
Cullman Housing Authority Com-
munity Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW. Please call Kristie 256-636-
5362 for more information. Eat 
in or take out. Sponsored by Kids 
Loving Kids, Raising Arrows Min-
istry and Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birthday Bless-
ings serves children ages 1-18 in 
need of assistance to celebrate 
their birthdays. Register your child 

and pick up a birthday box with 
cake mix, icing, sprinkles, decora-
tions and toys! Pickup is the last 
weekend of the month. Saturday 
(5100 Curry Highway Suite 100-B 
Jasper, AL 35504) from 3-5 p.m. 
or the last Sunday of the month at 
Spirit Life Church Cullman from 
12:30-1 p.m.  Birth certificate is 
required at the time of box pickup. 
Register at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. For 
more information, text or call 205-
717-7478. 
• Friday, July 12 - Celebrate Recov-
ery. Fellowship and testimonies. 
Hurts, habits and hang-ups are a 
part of everyone's life. Come and 
see how to overcome these and 
more! Bring a dish, dessert or drink 
for a potluck meal at 5:45 p.m. 
Meeting starts at 6:30. Childcare 
provided. 
• Sunday, July 14 - 9 a.m. Van runs 
in the 5 Points Area. Call Cedric 
Davidson at 256-339-5755 for 
pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. Bible 
study classes for children, youth 
and adults at 10. Praise and wor-
ship and message by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd at 11. 
• Sunday, July 14 – 5 p.m. Healing 
service
• Saturday, July 20 – Drive-
through food bank from 9-11 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 Ala-
bama Highway 157. CLOSED liter-
ature study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at Cullman 
Housing Authority Community 
Center (1545 Vine Circle SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). The first 

meeting is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss and man-
agement through weekly meetings 
providing information, account-
ability, support and encourage-
ment where you make the changes 
that make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by someone 
else’s addiction. We offer Help by 
sharing our experiences, strength 
and hope. We carry the message 
of hope by letting others know that 
they are not alone by practicing 
the 12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. We 
Respect Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious one, but 
a spiritual way of life. Meetings 
will be held at The Ruehl Building 
(Family Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings at 6 
p.m. Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don or 
Nancy McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more infor-
mation. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected by 
alcoholism. The Cullman Seren-
ity Al-Anon Group meets each 
Monday at noon at 1519 St. Joseph 
Dr. NE. There is also a Zoom 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
The Courage to Change Al-Anon 
Family Group meets on Thurs-
days at 6 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church at 305 Arnold St. NE in the 
Carriage House, located between 
the church and the Arnold House 

on the corner. For more informa-
tion call 256-734-2231 or 256-531-
4429.

Master's Hand Food Pantry at 
The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Heartland Quilt Guild Meeting
Thursday, July 11, at  6:30 p.m. 
at Christ Covenant Presbyteri-
an Church in Cullman, 1310 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. Contact person is 
Porsia Anderson at 256-737-7557. 
Everyone is welcome.

Speegle Family Reunion
Sunday, July 14, at the Speegle 
Family Point (334 County Rd 321, 
Crane Hill, AL  35053) beginning 
around 10:30 a.m.  Please join us 
and bring a covered dish for lunch 
at noon.  Contact Judy Shannon 
(256-338-0676) or Terry Phillips 
(256-656-3327) if you need addi-
tional information.  Come eat and 
enjoy the day with us at the beauti-
ful Speegle Family Point.

Vinemont History Meeting
Sunday, July 14, at 2 p.m. We 
will meet at the main entry to 
Vinemont High School building. 
Please bring family histories, past 
community stories and events, pic-
tures, etc. For information contact 
Jane Teeter at 256-347-9346 or 
Rodger Walling at 256-734-8235.

Rock the South
July 18-20, at York Farms. Get 
tickets and more info at www.rock-
thesouth.com.

Cullman County Sports Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony and 
Banquet
Saturday, July 20, at Stone Bridge 
Farms. Tickets can be purchased 
at First Southern Financial, 1622 
Second Ave. SW, Cullman, phone 
256-737-5120 or call Jackie Sat-
terfield at 256-636-4445. Tickets 
are $20 each and no tickets will be 
sold after July 17.

Pleasant View Missionary Bap-
tist Church Revival
We will kick off our summer reviv-
al the third week in July, beginning 
with a singing Sunday night the 
21st at 5. We will have The Kellys 
from Lawrenceburg, Tennessee as 
our guest. Services will run day and 
night, Monday-Friday, July 22-26. 
Morning service will begin at 10:30 
and evening services at 7, with 
Brother Dustin Smith as the evan-
gelist. Lunch will be served each 
day after the morning service and 
we will have prayer band at 6:45 
before each evening service. All are 
invited. The church is located on 
U.S. Highway 278, approximately 
2 miles east of Holly Pond on the 
left. Everyone is invited. For more 
information call 256-796-5986 or 
256-338-9202.

West Point Class  of 1962 Re-
union
The West Point High School class 
of 1962 will have their 62nd re-
union on Saturday, July 27, at 11:30 
a.m. at the Brandin Iron Restau-
rant in West Point. For more infor-
mation call Linda at 256-747-6883.

West Point Class of 1967 Re-
union
The West Point High School class 
of 1967 will have a class reunion 

on Saturday, July 27, from 4-6 p.m. 
at the Brandin Iron Restaurant in 
West Point.

3rd Annual Day in the Park 
Join the Holly Pond Volunteer 
Fire Department for a Day in the 
Park on Saturday, July 27, from 
5-8 p.m. in Governors Park.  There 
will be lots of fun and activities for 
all ages. Meet the fire department 
and guests. Look over a fire truck 
and equipment. Handle a fire 
hose, shoot water into the pond, 
try on fire gear and enjoy the free 
food available while supplies last. 
Thank you to all the supporters 
of the Holly Pond Volunteer Fire 
Department. We look forward to 
seeing you in the park.  

Swamp John’s Dinner at the 
Center Hill Community Center
Friday, Aug. 2, at the Center Hill 
Community Center, from 4-7 p.m. 
$15 per plate includes dessert 
and drink. For directions or more 
information please call 256-708-
2218.

Save the Date: Little Pink Dress 
Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 1, from 6-9 p.m. at 
The Venue at Cotton Creek. Hand-
icapped parking at north entrance. 
Doors open at 5:30. A night of fun 
with dinner included, Active Adult 
Senior Kickers, Wallace State Jazz 
Band, live and silent auctions, door 
prizes and much more! Ticket are 
$60. Tickets available through 
Stefani Nelson at 256-708-3191 
or snelson@alfains.com or Judy 
Grissom at Options at 256-347-
5993 or options5993@gmail.com 
and www.CullmanBosomBuddies.
com. 

COMMUNITY CORNER

SERVICES
SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week! Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide!

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available. 
Call: 1-855-405-8901.

NEW AUTHORS 
WANTED! Our publishing 
staff will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE 
author submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-877-567-9754.

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica's Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 844-925-3534.

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry 
out the wet area and do re-
pairs to protect your family 
and your home's value! If 
you have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, Call 
24/7: 1-877-727-2344 Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call!

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 

Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tors. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-855-405-8647.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-855-405-9791.

FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and 
see how much you can save! 
1-866-816-3535.

DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE Starting at 
$59.99/month! Free Instal-
lation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV! 844-594-7108.

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING? Call today schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-568-2248.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 
1-855-405-8839. Ask about 
our specials!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005.

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES today with a 
Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 7-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

SAFE STEP. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-871-
6175.

GOGO. Live and age your 
way. Get help with rides, 
groceries, meals and more. 
Memberships start as low 
as $1 per day. Available 24/7 
nationwide. BBB Rated A+ 
Business. Call GoGo to get 
started. 1-844-952-3266.

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/alabama 
#6258

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK, BOAT, RV and 
more to support our veter-

ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 1-877-
724-3049 today!

JACUZZI BATH REMOD-
EL can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer.) Offer ends 
6/30/24. Call 1-877-205-
0836.

REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
with the best looking and 
longest lasting material – 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer – up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163.

ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS Needing Siding, 
Window or Roofs. We are 
opening a branch office and 
will be using these homes 
for advertising. SAVE HUN-
DREDS. 100% Financing*.
SR/Military discounts. 
$1000 OFF with this ad. 
ENDS SOON *wac 800-350-
0591.

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-855-405-8927.

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all In-
surance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943.

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 



4 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JULY 11, 2024

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JULY 11, 2024COMMUNITY MATTERS — SPORTS

Steven Gonzalez
UA Athletics

BREMEN, Ala. — Cold 
Springs senior Emma Gell-
ness was part of the Eagles’ 
fishing and golf teams during 
her high school years and in 
this interview, she shared 
some of her favorite memo-
ries competing alongside her 
teammates and friends.
	 "Some of my top mo-
ments from fishing was when 
me and my fishing partner, 
Cloe Waters, would weigh in 
our fish that we caught that 
day. We always had tons of 
fun fishing all day long at 
every single tournament. We 
never caught the biggest bags 
of fish, but we always made 
the best of our time. Our 
amazing boat captain, Todd 
Waters, coaches us through-
out the day, and he always 
made sure that we had fun. 
I only played golf for two 
years, but I also made tons 
of memories playing it. Me 
and Evan Freeman were the 
only girls on our team, but we 
always made the most of our 
time. I will always remember 
our very first golf practice in 
10th grade. Neither one of us 
knew anything about golf-
ing. We were so nervous, but 
eventually, we figured it out."
	 Gellness added, "At 
fishing tournaments, there 
were many amazing fish-
ermen there that we com-
peted against. There were 
also many amazing golfers 
at matches and golf tour-
naments. I made a good 
friend at one of my first golf 
matches, Abby Lee from 
Vinemont High School. She 
is an extremely talented 
golfer. Abby gave Evan and I 
some tips and tricks and was 
very patient with us, since 
we had just learned how to 
play when we met her. What 
I learned during this experi-
ence is that you're not always 
going to be the best or most 
successful in everything you 
do, but you should never give 
up."
	 Gellness was around so 
many great coaches during 
her prep career and will 
deeply miss playing at Cold 
Springs.
	 "Our fishing coach and 
boat captain, Todd Waters, 

is an amazing guy. He is my 
fishing partner Cloe's dad. He 
treats me like a daughter and 
always makes sure we have 
everything that we could 
possibly need for tourna-
ments. I have so many good 
things to say about Todd. He 
puts up with us for over eight 
hours on the water all day. I 
had two different golf coach-
es. My 10th grade year, I had 
coach Justin Wiley, and my 
11th grade year, I had coach 
Wesley McSwain. They were 
both amazing coaches and 
taught us the best way to 
play.
	 "Coach Wiley really got 
Evan and I started in golf. 
He taught us almost every-
thing about the game. Coach 
McSwain was also my Agri-
science teacher at school, 
and he always made sure 
we had everything that we 
needed. Both coaches spent 
hours outside at the golf 
course with us after school. 
All of my high school coaches 
are very special to me."
	 She added, "They all 
taught me how to play the 
sport in general. I think Todd 
taught me how to be a better 
fisherman. Both of my golf 
coaches taught me every-
thing that I know about golf. 
I will miss all of the people 
I got to compete with and 
the coaches the most. I will 
remember all of the lessons 
that I learned while both 
fishing and golfing."
	 Gellness talked about her 
favorite fishing and golf tour-
naments she participated in 
and her favorite high school 
memory.
	 "My favorite fishing tour-
nament was this past season 
at Lake Martin. We caught 
quite a few fish that day and 
had tons of fun doing it. My 
favorite golf tournament 
was the Cullman County golf 
tournament my 11th grade 
year. It was a two-day tour-
nament. We played 18 holes 
each day, one day at Cross 
Creek Golf Course and one 
day at Cheslee Oaks Golf 
Course. I made friends with 
some other girls that golfed 
those two days, and we all en-
joyed our time together," she 
said.
	 "One of my favorite mem-
ories from my senior year was 

our senior prank. Everyone 
in our class getting together 
and having fun together was 
a great time. We have a small 
class of about 55 people, so 
we are all pretty close with 
each other, and mostly, ev-
eryone is friends with each 
other. I think my graduating 
class is full of amazing people 
who are all going to do amaz-
ing things."
	 Cold Springs will hold 
a very special place in Gell-
ness' heart and she will 
deeply miss being an Eagle 
next year.
	 "Ever since I moved to 
Cold Springs in the second 
grade, I have always felt 
loved by those around me. 
When I was the 'new kid' in 
the second grade, I felt very 
welcomed there. Everyone at 
Cold Springs is very friend-
ly, considerate, loving, and 
welcoming. The teachers 
and staff have all watched 
me grow up, and me and my 
classmates have watched 
each other grow up. My En-
glish teacher, Mrs. Voce, 
is one of the most loving 
people you will ever meet, 
and the same goes for our 
secretary, Mrs. Tammy Gay. 
Cold Springs will forever and 
always hold a special place in 
my heart," she said. 
	 "I will definitely miss my 
classmates and teachers the 
most. It is a weird transition 
going from seeing people at 
Cold Springs every day to 
possibly never seeing some 
of them ever again. I will 
always remember the caring 
and loving teachers and staff 
from Cold Springs High and 
elementary."
	 She gave some advice 
to those students that will 
be starting high school in 
August and was a great role 
model to so many young 
people at Cold Springs.
	 "My advice to them is 
to always make the best of 
everything, because high 
school really does fly by fast. 
It may seem like it's going by 
slowly now, but before you 
know it, you will be walking 
across the stage at gradua-
tion. Go out of your comfort 
zone a little bit and try new 
things. You never know what 
you might end up loving. 
I was that way with golf. I 

adventured out and tried 
a new thing and ended up 
playing for two years. Lastly, 
it doesn't matter what people 
think of you. Do what you 
love."
	 Gellness added, "Know-
ing that younger kids, such 
as my little sister, look up to 
me makes me want to strive 
to become a better person. 
I was once a little kid in ele-
mentary school who looked 
up to the seniors and other 
high school kids and wanted 
to be like them. Who knew 
that one day, I would become 
the type of person that I once 
used to look up to. Knowing 
that I may be some children's 
role model makes my heart 
happy. That is very import-
ant to me."
	 Gellness participated in 
several clubs at Cold Springs, 
and she had a blast in those 
as well. She earned a schol-
arship to Wallace State and 
talked about her plans for her 
education going forward.
	 "I was in the Nation-
al Honor Society, the 1936 
Club, Student Council, the 
Diamond Dolls, Trio, and the 
clean campus committee. 
From participating in those 
clubs, I learned that it feels 
really nice to give back to the 
community or to those in 
need. Helping those in need 
makes me feel super happy," 
she said.
	 "I received a Future 
Foundation Scholarship 
to Wallace State from the 
Cullman Savings Bank. I am 
extremely grateful for the 
opportunity that they have 
given me. When I received 
the scholarship, I felt very 
proud that I was considered a 
candidate and very grateful. I 
am going into Diagnostic Im-
aging at Wallace State, and 
I plan to become an X-Ray 
Technician one day."
	 She gave advice to those 
that want to be where she 
is now, and shared how she 
wants to be remembered.
	 "To them, I would say to 
keep pushing yourself to be 
the best version of yourself 
that you can be. Work hard 
and don't give up when you 
fail. Keep trying your best," 
she said. "I hope that people 
remember me as a good 
person and as a good friend."

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Cold Springs’ Emma Gellness
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

AUBURN, Ala. — Going 
into the 2023 season, Oscar 
Chapman was sure that it 
would be his last with college 
football.
	 It began a lot like Chap-
man’s other three seasons, 
with a new coach. Another 
year to adjust, adapt and 
move forward. But it became 
another year of growth for 
the punter, who finished 
fourth in the Southeastern 
Conference with a 44.6-yard 
season average and had a 
career long 71-yard punt 
against Georgia, which hap-
pens to be tied for third lon-
gest in Auburn history.
	 After it was all over and 
as Chapman looked back on 
2023, he realized staying 
another year would be even 
more beneficial than head-
ing to the National Football 
League.
	 “I could have attempted 
to go to the league, or I could 
have another year at college 
and not regret not taking that 
advantage,” Chapman said. “I 
really wanted to come back, 
and I am excited for another 
season with Coach (Tanner) 
Burns and my long snapper 
Reed Hughes.”
	 With Burns specifically, 
Chapman is looking forward 
to having stability with the 
same special teams coach.
	 “Coach Burns tells us 
what he wants us to do and 
for us to get it done,” Chap-
man said. “He’s really helped 
develop us as a special teams 

unit, and it has been amaz-
ing. We had so much fun as 
a group. Our expectations 
were still high, but we were 
just having fun.”
	 Chapman also appreciat-
ed how well Burns encour-
aged and cared for his special 
teams players, whether it is 
dinner at his home or bring-
ing them under his wing.
	 Now looking ahead, 
Chapman is ready to con-
tinue his trajectory as the 
seasoned fifth-year punter 
ranked among the nation’s 
best.
	 After starting for Auburn 
for four seasons, he sits 
fourth among career punting 
leaders for Auburn with a 
43.8-yard average and has 41 
punts of 50 yards or longer 
during his career.
	 He was a 2022 Ray Guy 
Award semifinalist and was 
placed on the 2023 presea-
son watch list.
	 As the 2024 season ap-
proaches, Chapman has 
some final tasks to check 
off his collegiate career list. 
He would like to hold the 
Auburn record for most 
yards punted, lead the punt 
special teams to be the best 
in the country and win the 
Ray Guy Award.
	 So, with another season 
ahead under the same coach-
ing staff, Chapman is excited 
to have some familiarity. He 
recognizes that this is an ex-
citing time for Auburn foot-
ball with a lot of promising 
new players joining the pro-
gram.
	 “It’s just really exciting 

to be here right now,” Chap-
man said. “We have all these 
new kids coming in that are 
really good, and I’m looking 
forward to having another 
year of fun with this coaching 
staff.”
	 Chapman has some 
advice for the younger play-
ers, specifically for those on 
special teams, because it isn’t 
always the most glamorous 
position on the roster.
	 “As a specialist, we have 
to be kind of invisible, in a 
way,” Chapman said.
	 “We might do everything 
right, but you’re almost 
never recognized until you 
do something wrong – that’s 
when people put the spot-
light on you. You have to 
practice really hard and pre-
pare really hard to be the best 
and to be OK to never get the 
spotlight for it.”
	 Apart from special teams, 
Chapman is excited to see 
the Auburn offense continue 
to grow and get better. As he 
more specifically noted with, 
“touchdowns!”
	 “I am excited to see the 
offense move,” he said. “Our 
defense has always seemed 
pretty consistent, and I’m 
excited to see the offense do 
something really special this 
year. Of course, the special 
teams will always be there 
ready to go, but we’re very ex-
cited to see what the offense 
can do because we have a lot 
of talent.”
	 As Chapman has con-
tinued to tackle being a col-
legiate athlete, the balance 
of schoolwork, football and 

relationships has been no 
easy feat. Being a collegiate 
athlete has taught him disci-
pline, organization, respect 
and above all, hard work.
	 The four-time SEC Aca-
demic Honor Roll honoree 
graduated in May 2024 with 
his bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting, and he is working 
on a second degree in exer-
cise science.
	 “There is a lot of pressure 
with being a football player, 
but I want to be prepared for 
everything that I do outside 
of sport,” Chapman said. “It 
has also made me realize how 
much you need time with 

family and friends.”
	 Even to Chapman, who 
grew up across the world in 
Adelaide, Australia, Auburn 
has become home to him. He 
is thankful for the chance to 
have one more year here.
	 “Everywhere you go here 
feels like family,” Chapman 
said. “No matter where you 
go, you are treated so nicely.”
	 With his final season on 
the horizon, the punter has 
a lot coming up. He and his 
fiancé Chloe Smith – also an 
Australian who graduated 
from the University of South 
Australia in Adelaide – plan 
to get married in Febru-

ary 2025, after six years of 
long-distance dating. After 
that, he wants to pursue the 
ultimate dream of American 
football at the next level.
	 Wherever he ends up, 
Chapman knows he is just 
one “War Eagle” away from 
feeling at home.
	 “To me, it means family 
to hear someone shout ‘War 
Eagle!’ No matter where you 
are in the world, whenever 
someone says it, I feel a sense 
of family,” he said. “In an 
airport, in another country, 
or on the street in Auburn – 
stranger or teammate – that’s 
how it feels. Like family.”

Bailey Shepherd
AU Athletics

Auburn punter Oscar Chapman
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

On the Plains with Oscar Chapman: ‘Feels like family’

PREP SPORTS

'Cold Springs will forever and always hold a special 
place in my heart': Emma Gellness recaps Eagle years

	 “We're trying to build this 
into a community event, so 
we host it at Festhalle Farm-
ers Market as a way to make 
the event visible and incor-
porate other activities,” Sims 
said.
	 The tomato theme will be 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Rascal 
is a 1-year-old Jack Russell 
Terrier who displays low/
medium energy.
	 This exciting lil fellow will 
keep you entertained with his 
exceptional personality. If 
you're seeking a loving com-
panion he's the one for you as 
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TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — The 
Alabama men's basketball 
team announced its non-con-
ference schedule for the 
2024-25 season Tuesday. The 
season will officially tip off on 
Monday, Nov. 4 against UNC 
Asheville inside Coleman 
Coliseum. 
	 The Crimson Tide's 
non-conference slate in-
cludes six games at Coleman 
Coliseum highlighted by 
a Dec. 14 matchup against 
Creighton. Away from Tusca-
loosa, the Tide will play four 
opponents who played in the 
2024 NCAA Tournament in 
Houston, Illinois, North Car-
olina and Purdue. 
	 Tip times and television 
designations will be released 
at a later time. Fans interest-
ed in season tickets can fill 
out the season ticket interest 
form at app.rolltide.com/
mbbticketinterest.
	 Fans who fill out this form 
will receive exclusive pre-
sale access to season tickets 
before they go on sale to the 
general public.
	 While this year's C.M. 
Newton Classic will not be 
a part of the Alabama men's 
basketball season ticket 
package, fans who have pur-
chased season tickets for the 
2024-25 campaign will re-
ceive priority seating to the 
event.
	 Alabama men's basket-

ball season ticket holders will 
have first access to tickets 
through the Season Ticket 
Renewal Process, which is set 
to begin July 10.

2024-25 Schedule High-
lights

•	 Of the 13 games during 
Alabama's non-conference 
schedule, the Tide will face 
seven opponents who partic-
ipated in the NCAA Tourna-
ment last season

•	 Five of Alabama's op-
ponents in its non-confer-
ence schedule are ranked in 

ESPN's Way-Too-Early Top 
25 in No. 4 Houston, No. 
10 North Carolina, No. 14 
Creighton, No. 15 Purdue and 
No. 25 Rutgers

•	 Nine of Alabama's oppo-
nents won 20 games or more 
last season including three 
teams that reached 30 wins

•	 The Tide will face Hous-
ton, North Carolina and 
Purdue, who were all No. 
1 seeds in the 2024 NCAA 
Tournament

•	 Alabama will begin the 
season playing its first three 

games at Coleman Coliseum

•	 The Crimson Tide will 
play in four neutral site 
games, highlighted with Illi-
nois in Birmingham for the 
C.M. Newton Classic

•	 The Tide will spend 
Thanksgiving weekend in Las 
Vegas, Nev., at the Players Era 
Festival against Houston and 
will face either Notre Dame 
or Rutgers in the second 
game 

•	 The non-conference 
schedule features eight dif-
ferent conferences

Steven Gonzalez
UA Athletics

Alabama Basketball finalizes 
2024-25 non-conference schedule

UA ATHLETICS

Alabama Basketball has finalized its 2024-25 non-conference schedule.

	 “We're trying to build this 
into a community event, so 
we host it at Festhalle Farm-
ers Market as a way to make 
the event visible and incor-
porate other activities,” Sims 
said.
	 The tomato theme will be 

prevalent throughout the day, 
with a variety of activities to 
keep everyone entertained. 
In addition to the Tomato 
Taste-Off, attendees can take 
part in the North Alabama 
Agriplex program the Power 
of Produce (PoP). Cullman 

County Master Gardeners 
will be on-hand, allowing 
youngsters to taste authentic 
salsa made fresh from toma-
toes at the market. The Wal-
lace State Culinary Depart-
ment’s mobile kitchen will 
also be on-site, offering at-

tendees the chance to sample 
more tomato-inspired dishes 
and appetizers while explor-
ing the many offerings of the 
Festhalle Farmers Market. 
	 The Festhalle Farmers 
Market is located at 209 First 
Ave. NE.

Taste-off (from Front)

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Rascal 
is a 1-year-old Jack Russell 
Terrier who displays low/
medium energy.
	 This exciting lil fellow will 
keep you entertained with his 
exceptional personality. If 
you're seeking a loving com-
panion he's the one for you as 

he longs to be by your side – 
always. 
	 He has an understanding 
of personal space and leash 
etiquette, which makes him 
a most perfect candidate for a 
companion/therapy dog.
	 Are you ready to meet 
Rascal? Head over to Cull-
man County Animal Shelter 
at 935 Convent Road NE, 
Monday through Friday, from 

9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. for a meet 
and greet.  
	 His adoption fee includes 
neuter, DHLPP vaccine, Bor-
detella vaccines, rabies vac-
cine, wormer, general exam 
at the vet and microchip. 
	 Contact the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 
256-734-5448or cullman-
animalshelter@co.cullman.
al.us.

Rascal (from Front)



6 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JULY 11, 2024

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JULY 11, 2024COMMUNITY MATTERS

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

CULLMAN, Ala. — Ala-
bama's 19th annual sales tax 
holiday for school-related 
items begins at 12:01 a.m. 
Friday, July 19, 2024, and 
ends at midnight Sunday, 
July 21, 2024. This is your 
chance to save while shop-
ping for school-related items 
in preparation for the up-
coming school year. This tax-
free weekend allows shop-
pers to purchase a variety of 
essential items without the 
added cost of sales tax. 
	 During the Back-to-
School Sales Tax Holiday, the 
State of Alabama will waive 
its 4% sales tax on essential 
school supplies and clothing. 
Additionally, over 300 cities 
and counties across Alabama, 
will also waive their local 
taxes, offering potential sav-
ings of up to 10%. All eligible 

municipalities in Cullman 
County have also waived 
their sales tax for the holiday.

Exempt items during this 
period include:
•	 Clothing priced at $100 or 
less per article
•	 School supplies valued at 
$50 or less per item
•	 Books costing $30 or less 
per book
•	 Tablets, laptops, comput-
ers and printers with a selling 
price of $750 or less

A full list of exemptions and 
non-eligible items can be 
found at https://tinyurl.com/
BTSSTH24. 
	 Cullman County Schools 
Superintendent, Dr. Shane 
Barnette encouraged all 
families to take advantage of 
this special weekend, saying, 
"Tax-free weekend provides 
a wonderful opportunity to 
save on those needed sup-

plies as families prepare for 
the upcoming school year. 
With everything costing 
more these days, anytime a 
family can save a few dollars 
they need to take advantage 
of it. I am thankful we all have 
this opportunity."
	 Although the sales tax 
holiday primarily targets 
back-to-school shoppers, ev-
eryone can benefit from the 
savings.

	 Essential items such as 
diapers, printer ink, thumb 
drives, printer paper and art 
supplies are also tax-exempt 
during this period.
	 “The sales tax holiday 
offers parents a way to save 
on back-to-school needs. 
Saving money for consumers 
while stimulating sales for 
stores is what this weekend 
is all about,” shared Rick 
Brown, president of the Ala-

bama Retail Association.
	 For more information re-
lated to the tax-free weekend, 

visit www.alabamaretail.org/
resources/salestaxholidays/
back-to-school.

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

Take advantage of Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday July 19-21

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
Over the course of an ex-
tended five-day enforcement 
period, Troopers with the 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency (ALEA) investigated 
a total of nine traffic fatalities 
and three non-boating fatal-
ities (drownings). However, 
this was the third year in a 
row where the state experi-
enced zero boating related 
fatalities on Alabama water-
ways.
	 The official Fourth of July 
travel period began at 12:01 
a.m. Wednesday, July 3, and 
ended at midnight Sunday, 
July 7, with AAA forecast-
ing a record-breaking travel 
period this year, exceeding 
pre-pandemic numbers. The 
traffic fatalities occurred in 
Calhoun, Conecuh, Cren-
shaw, Cullman, Escambia, 

Staff Reports
Contributor

 

Nice Estate Sale, July 12, 13, 7:00 
am 1404 Harbison Street, NW 
Cullman…Dublin China, Mikas, 
Lenox, Spode, pyrex, pieces from 
Italy, Fresco, dining room table, 
chairs and cabinet, quilt tops, 
quilts, king size bed, sofas, washer 
and dryer, a lot to see and too much 
to list. Check out pictures on 
PKEstate Sales FB and Nice, Nice, 
Baby! Antiques, nice furniture,... 
starts on 7/12/2024 
(estatesales.net)  

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om
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Obituary Announcements: July 9-10
Myra Jean Drake, 81
Myra Jean Drake passed 
away on Tuesday, July 9. 
Funeral Service for Myra 
Jean Drake, age 81 of 
Cullman, will be at 1 p.m. 
on Friday, July 12, 2024, at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home; burial at Valley 
Spring Cemetery. Visitation 
will be from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
on Friday, July 12, 2024, at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home.  Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home is in charge of 
arrangements.  Mrs. Drake 
was born to John Barnette 
and Clara Barnette.  She 
was preceded in death by 
her parents. Survivors 
include her daughter, 
Rebecca (John) Ann 
Cordes; sons, Christopher 
(Jessica) Lee Logan, Larry 
(Samantha) K. Drake, 
Jr.; grandchildren,  John 
(Andi) Patrick Cordes, Jr., 
Aaron (Emily) Lee Logan, 
Mason Keith Drake, Jordan 
Matthew Drake; great 
grandchildren, Grayson 
Cordes, Collins Cordes; 
brother, James Barnette; 
sisters, Betty Nix, Joyce 
Brown, Faye Montgomery 
and Ann Smith. 

Rebecca ‘Becky’ 
Quick Fix, 72
Rebecca “Becky” Quick Fix, 
age 72 of Vinemont, passed 
away quietly at her home 
in Vinemont, Alabama on 
Monday, July 8, 2024. She 
was born to Ellis Quick 
and Rilla Quick. She was 
preceded in death by her 
parents. Survivors include 
her husband, Gary Austin 

Fix; son, Brandon (Natalie) 
Fix; daughter, Destrey Fix; 
grandchildren, Autumn 
and Mya Fix; siblings, 
James “Jimmy” (Debbie) 
Quick, Teresa “Terri” 
(Tom) Charney, Diane 
(Mark) Young; sister in law 
Melissa Fix Climer; nieces 
and nephews, Natasha 
(Terry) Lerch, Jason 
Young, Nicholas & Andrew 
Charney, Kristin Quick, 
Paige (Keston) Hembree; 
great nieces and nephews, 
Ethan & Gavin Young, Layla 
and Parker Lerch, Audrey 
Charney, Colin Young, 
James Hembree. Her 
kindness and love will be 
sorely missed. No services 
are planned at this time. 

Brenda K. Quick, 77
Funeral mass for Brenda K. 
Quick, age 77, of Cullman, 
will be Friday, July 12, 2024, 
at 10 a.m. at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, with 
Father Patrick officiating. 
Visitation will be held from 
8:30-9:15 a.m.  Rosary will 
be held at 9:15 a.m., and 
Mass will be held at 10 a.m. 
Interment will be held at 
Cullman Memory Gardens.  
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
family. Brenda was born 
March 29, 1947, to Henry 
Kramer and Ezzie Butler 
Kramer.  She passed from 
this life on Sunday, July 
7, 2024, at her residence, 
surrounded by her loving 
family. She is preceded in 
death by her parents; sister, 
Barbara Kramer-Rucker 
and her husband, Jerry, 

Deloris Kramer-Farris and 
her husband, Bill. She is 
survived by her husband 
of 58 years, Jerry W. 
Quick; daughters, Shannon 
Quick Morris, and Tonya 
Quick-Jett (Brian); sister, 
Karen Kramer-Arrington 
(Stan); grandchildren, 
Ashley Ann Morris, Kala 
Q. Byrom (Clay), and 
Colin Kramer-Cocke; 
two great-grandchildren, 
Camilla Byrom, and Cage 
Byrom. In lieu of flowers, 
family requests friends 
and loved ones to donate 
to Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, or to the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, 
in honor of Brenda. 

Connie McSwain Allen, 72
Connie McSwain Allen, 
age 72, of Cullman, 
Alabama passed away on 
Monday, July 8, 2024. 
Connie is survived by 
her former husband and 
friend, Bobby Allen; her 
daughter Jennifer Allen; 
her grandchildren Kayla 
Allen and Colby Allen; 
her great granddaughters 
Arielle Rose Wilbourn, 
Alayna Jane Wilbourn, 
and Laci Rae Allen; 
her siblings Lawrence 
McSwain (Luenett), Bobby 
McSwain (Cindy), and 
Linda McSwain Williams. 
Connie was preceded in 
death by her son Jimmy 
Allen; her parents Christie 
Hancock McSwain and 
Orvel McSwain; her 
grandchildren Kyler Allen 
and Breanna Allen, and her 
grandparents Mr. and Mrs. 

Thurmon McSwain and Mr. 
And Mrs. Maburn Hancock. 
Connie was a great lover 
of animals of all kinds and 
once operated the Water 
Wings Pet Store in Cullman. 
She loved flowers and spent 
a lot of time cultivating 
them in pots and around her 
yard. Conne was avid Willie 
Nelson fan as evidenced by 
her collection of his posters 
and other paraphernalia 
in a special room of her 
home and her attendance 
at one of his concerts. A 
visitation for Connie will 
be held Thursday, July 11, 
2024, from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Moss-Service Funeral 
Home, 1901 Second Avenue, 
NW, Cullman, AL 35055. 
Following the visitation 
will be a celebration of life 
graveside at 2:30 p.m. at 
Cullman City Cemetery, 
812 Ninth Avenue SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055 with 
Reverend Morris Helton 
officiating. Moss Service 
Funeral Home Directing.

Gail Key, 87
Gail Key, age 87 of Cullman, 
Alabama passed away July 
8, 2024.  Mrs. Key was 
a cherished member of 
Northside Baptist Church. 
She was renowned for her 
award-winning crocheting 
skills, dedicated service as 
a nursery caretaker, and 
her heartfelt expression 
of love through specially 
crafted occasion cards, 
which earned her the 
affectionate nickname 
"Card Lady.” Mrs. Key is 
preceded in death by her 

husband Calvin C. Key, and 
parents Hattie Estella Price 
and Mose Alexander Latta, 
sister Odelle Buffington, 
brothers William H. Latta, 
James B. Latta and Ray A. 
Latta. Mrs. Key is survived 
by her son Tim Key, and 
her special friends Dale and 
Kathy Williams. Services 
for Mrs. Key will be held 
Monday July 15, 2024, in 
the Moss Service Funeral 
Home Chapel. Family 
will receive friends for 
a visitation from 10 a.m. 
until the service time at 
11 a.m., with interment to 
follow at Cullman Memory 
Gardens.  Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing. 

Bonnie Sue 
Wilcutt Bryant, 85
Bonnie Sue Wilcutt Bryant, 
age 85, of Cullman, Alabama 
passed away on July 9, 
2024. Born Dec. 16, 1938, 
in Blount County, Alabama 
to Luther Monroe Wilcutt 
and Rosa A. McClure 
Wilcutt, she was a beacon of 
kindness and nurturing love 
throughout her life. Funeral 
service for Mrs. Bryant is 
Sunday, July 14, 2024, at 
3 p.m., at Jones Chapel 
First Baptist Church, with 
Bro. Chris Chambless 
officiating. She will lie in 
state from 1:30 p.m. to 3 
p.m. Interment will be at 
Jones Chapel Cemetery. 
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
family. Bonnie dedicated 
her life to her faith and 
was an active member of 
Jones Chapel First Baptist 

Church, where she joyfully 
served and shared God’s 
love with the community. 
Her commitment to her 
faith and family defined 
her as a person, leaving 
a legacy of compassion 
and devotion. Bonnie was 
preceded in death by her 
beloved husband, Elmer 
Bryant Sr.; her parents, 
Luther and Rosa Wilcutt; 
her sons, Elmer Bryant, 
Jr., and Samuel Bryant; 
and her grandson, Jason 
Speakman. She is survived 
by her children, Dana 
Joe Bryant, Susan Denise 
Bryant, Brenda (Wayne) 
Speakman, and Christopher 
Lee Bryant; grandchildren, 
Shannon (Lindsey) 
Bryant, Jacynthia (Jacob) 
Moses, Melanie O’Rear 
(Coty Riggs), Matthew 
O’Rear, Joshua Speakman, 
Michael Yates (Morgan), 
and Carmen Bryant; great-
grandchildren, Braxton 
Bryant, Lilly Kate Bryant, 
Tyler Moses, Ellie Taylor, 
Anderson, Mavis, and 
Colson; a host of nieces 
and nephews, family and 
friends. Pallbearers are 
Patick Holt, Jacob Moses, 
Coty Riggs, Matthew 
O’Rear, and Tyler Moses, 
and Shannon Bryant. 
Bonnie, known to her family 
as Granny, loved God first, 
then family. She enjoyed 
her flower gardens and 
always showed kindness to 
everyone, without fail. Her 
life will be honored and 
remembered as a testament 
to her loving nature and 
her unwavering faith.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
Over the course of an ex-
tended five-day enforcement 
period, Troopers with the 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency (ALEA) investigated 
a total of nine traffic fatalities 
and three non-boating fatal-
ities (drownings). However, 
this was the third year in a 
row where the state experi-
enced zero boating related 
fatalities on Alabama water-
ways.
	 The official Fourth of July 
travel period began at 12:01 
a.m. Wednesday, July 3, and 
ended at midnight Sunday, 
July 7, with AAA forecast-
ing a record-breaking travel 
period this year, exceeding 
pre-pandemic numbers. The 
traffic fatalities occurred in 
Calhoun, Conecuh, Cren-
shaw, Cullman, Escambia, 

Jackson, Marshall and Tusca-
loosa counties with Wednes-
day, July 3, being the only 
zero-fatality day. Of those 
killed, six were drivers, one 
was a passenger and two were 
motorcyclists. Both motor-
cyclists were using helmets 
at the time of their crashes, 
but only one person of the 
seven traveling in vehicles 
equipped with seat belts was 
buckled up at the time of the 
crash. The three drownings 
occurred at Oak Mountain 
State Park in Shelby County, 
Wheeler Lake in Morgan 
County and Palmetto Creek 
in Baldwin County.
	 ALEA Secretary Hal 
Taylor said, “Unfortunately, 
this holiday period ended in 
tragedy for 12 individuals and 
their loved ones, which we 
extend our deepest condo-
lences. For law enforcement, 
this number is a stark re-
minder that our job is never 

done.
	 "While I commend all of 
our officers and the state’s 
first responders who worked 
tirelessly over the holiday 
away from their families, I 
also pledge to the public that 
our Agency will continue 
our mission of protecting 
and serving by conducting 
high-visibility enforcement 
details and providing edu-
cational opportunities to 
combat dangerous driv-
ing and boating habits and 
reduce such tragedies.”
	 Over the holiday, ALEA 
Troopers conducted nu-
merous driver’s license 
checkpoints and participat-
ed in national campaigns 
such as Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over and Operation 
Dry Water, in an intensified 
effort to reduce crashes, 
deter speeding and remove 
impaired drivers from Al-
abama’s roadways and wa-

terways. Troopers assigned 
to ALEA’s Highway Patrol 
Division investigated 206 
traffic crashes, made 48 DUI 
arrests, issued 2,429 citations 
for speeding and issued 1,211 
citations for seat belts and/
or improper child restraints. 
Troopers assigned to ALEA’s 
Marine Patrol Division inves-
tigated 14 boating incidents, 
made 14 BUI arrests, issued 
206 Marine Safety citations 
and issued 852 Marine Safety 
Warnings. Troopers also con-
ducted 671 vessel inspections 
and patrolled 36 marine re-
lated events across the state, 
many of which were firework 
shows over the water.
	 ALEA’s Department of 
Public Safety Director, Col-
onel Jonathan Archer said, 
“I echo Secretary Taylor's 
comments: our jobs are never 
done. With the increase in 
summer activities and travel, 
it is imperative that safety 

remains a top priority for 
everyone. Please remember 
to wear your seat belts, put 
down your phone and other 
distractions, and never op-
erate a vehicle or boat under 
the influence of alcohol or 
drugs. Our Troopers will con-
tinue to work diligently to en-
force traffic and boating laws 
to protect the lives of all Ala-
bamians and its visitors. We 
are continuing our '101 Days 
of Summer Safety' education-
al campaign and the Rescue 
Swimmer Detail on the Gulf 
Coast. We will kick off Rural 
Road Safety Awareness Week 
on July 15, and then we will 
also be joining our neighbors 
in Georgia for a joint safety 
initiative known as 'Opera-
tion Southern Slow Down' 
on the same day to focus on 
speeding and reckless driv-
ing.”
	 Additionally, ALEA’s Avi-
ation Unit, in conjunction 

with Gulf Shores and Orange 
Beach Fire Departments, 
participated in the Rescue 
Swimmer Detail on Thursday, 
July 4 through Monday, July 
8. During this time, Aviation 
performed 12 patrol flights, 
responded to four calls for 
service, and performed 10 
practice deployments of the 
Rescue Swimmers.
	 The Agency would also 
like to remind beachgoers 
that while Hurricane Beryl 
made landfall in Texas and 
is now a Tropical Depres-
sion, the threat for strong 
rip currents along the Gulf 
of Mexico remains high, even 
in Alabama. Please swim 
with caution and check local 
surf and weather conditions. 
Beachgoers visiting Orange 
Beach and Gulf Shores may 
sign up to receive daily beach 
conditions and the beach 
warning flag status by texting 
ALBEACHES to 888777.

Staff Reports
Contributor

ALEA: 9 traffic fatalities, 3 drownings, 0 boating fatalities over 4th of July weekend
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SIERRA 2500 HD

CREW CAB STD. BOX 4-WHEEL DRIVE DENALI ULTIMATE

DURAMAX 6.6L 

TURBO DIESEL | 

POWER ASSIST 

STEPS | SPRAY-

ON BEDLINER | 

GMC MULTIPRO 

TAILGATE | LOADED!

WAS $91,270

NOW $85,770*

STK#49764

$5,500
OFF!

WITH 5.90% FOR 84 MONTHS

NEW 2024 GMC 
SIERRA 1500

CREW CAB SHORT BOX 4-WHEEL DRIVE SLT

X31 OFF ROAD 

PACKAGE | 5.3L 

ECOTEC3 V8 

WITH DFM | 

20" POLISHED 

ALUMINUM 

WHEELS | HITCH 

GUIDANCE/HITCH 

VIEW | REMOTE 

START | REAR 

SEAT REMINDER

WAS $67,860

NOW $54,860*

STK#49328

SAVE
$13,000




