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Fa-So-La: Shaped note singers 
gather for 130th Cullman County 
Courthouse Singing Convention

CULLMAN, Ala. — Late-
comers rushing through the 
lobby of the courthouse to 
reach the elevators could 
hear the opening notes re-
verberating throughout the 
building as the Sacred Harp 
singing convention got un-
derway Saturday, July 13.  The 
Cullman County Courthouse 
Sacred Harp Convention 
opened with a brief welcome 
from the chairman, followed 
by a fast succession of tunes 
as singers took turns leading 
the centuries-old shape note 
songs. Songs in the tune book, 
entitled “The Sacred Harp,” 
date back to the 17th and even 
the 16th century and are sung 

at full volume in four-part 
unaccompanied harmony.  
	 The third-floor court-
room was filled with singers 
from seven states as well 
as listeners, many of whom 
return every year to hear the 
music and observe the Sacred 
Harp traditions.  Several 
of the leaders and listeners 
present remarked that they 
had attended this same con-
vention since they were chil-
dren.  Emotions ran high at 
times as song leaders brought 
to mind former friends and 
family members, some with 
tearful memories of those 
who’ve passed away, and 
others with humorous anec-
dotes.  
	 Once a common occur-
rence in courthouses all over 

the South, Cullman’s is now 
the only regularly scheduled 
event of its kind in the nation, 
though occasional special 
events will take singers into 
courthouses. Factors rang-
ing from shifting cultural 
tastes and lack of interest 
in old-fashioned things to 
concerns about church-state 
separation led to a decline 
in courthouse singings over 
the years. Though it may not 
draw crowds of thousands 
like it used to, the tradition 
has managed to stay alive in 
Cullman.

What happens at a singing 
convention?
Well, singing, of course! If 
you grew up in a church with 
hymnals, you will 

W.C. Mann, Linda Booth
Contributors

Singers sit on sides of a square according to vocal part in the voices-only singing.
W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

RTS press conference: ‘Have 
a plan and take precautions, 
but obey and respect the law’

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Sheriff's Office 
hosted a Rock the South press 
conference/safety meeting 
on Wednesday, July 17, at 
the CCSO Training Center. 

Sheriff Matt Gentry, Cullman 
Police Chief David Nassetta 
and Cullman County District 
Attorney Champ Crocker an-
swered questions from local 
media sources.
	 “On behalf of the sher-
iff's office we typically 
handle most of the stuff on 

the outside perimeter of 
the venue and we also have 
our mobile jail on-site: our 
place for people who make 
bad decisions,” Gentry said. 
“Realistically, though, we 
will be all hands on deck; we 
will have 100 of our deputies 
(from the CCSO 

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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Cullman Police Chief David Nassetta, Cullman County 
Sheriff Matt Gentry and Cullman County District 
Attorney Champ Crocker are seen at the Rock the South 
press conference on Wednesday, July 17, 2024.
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GMC DEALER OF 
THE YEAR

6 TIMES IN A ROW!

STK#49764

DURAMAX 6.6L TURBO DIESEL | POWER ASSIST STEPS 
| SPRAY-ON BEDLINER | GMC MULTIPRO TAILGATE

NEW 2024 GMC SIERRA 2500 HD
CREW CAB STD. BOX 4-WHEEL DRIVE DENALI ULTIMATE

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIPALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP
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$5,500
OFF

LOADED!LOADED!

 HUGE DEAL!!
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Law enforcement officers walk through the 
venue ahead of 2022’s Rock the South.

Cullman police and 
fire departments gear 
up for Rock the South
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ALLOW MY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
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MAKE THE CHOICE TODAY
TO BRING POSITIVE

CHANGE TO YOUR BUSINESS

Yvonne MooreYvonne Moore
Marketing/Advertising - The Cullman Tribune
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Arrests and incidents reported July 17

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported July 16, 2024. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
July 15
•	 harassment; person; 2nd 
Ave. NE
•	 Fraudulent use of credit/
debit card; person; miscel-

laneous charges theft of 
property-1st degree, theft 
of property-3rd degree; 
7-ShapeMusic; cash

July 16
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; person; cash; $350; 
Cherokee Ave SW
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree; person; '09 Honda 
MC; $2,500; Dialsdale Dr. SW
•	 fraudulent use of credit/
debit card; person; miscella-
neous charges

ARRESTS
July 15
Still, Bonnie Q.; 55
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Graves, Jennifer Y.; 44
•	 harassment
•	 obstructing governmen-

tal operations

Allred, Terry D.; 46
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree
•	 FTA - criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree
•	 FTA - run red light

Hanes, Kameron L.; 19
•	 possession with intent 
to distribute controlled sub-
stance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

Alabama Press Association
Attn: Parrish Wright
600 Vestavia Parkway Ste 291
Vestavia Hills, AL 35216
Phone: (205) 871-7737

Please run Alabama Press Association for the week of July 14th to 20th.

$1000.00

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, July 24th &
Thursday, July 25th • 9am

1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, MS 39350
Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors,

Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Vehicles
Day 2: Selling Construction Eq., Farm Tractors,

Logging Eq., Service Trucks, Attachments
DDeeaannccoo  AAuuccttiioonn

Phone: 601-656-9768   Fax: 601-656-0192
www.deancoauction.com    Online Bidding Available

Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733 MS Gallery Lic. #835F
10% buyers premium on the first $5000, then a 3% buyers premium on the remaining balance each lot

DDeeaannccoo  AAuuccttiioonn
Phone: 601-656-9768   Fax: 601-656-0192

www.deancoauction.com    Online Bidding Available
Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733 MS Gallery Lic. #835F

10% buyers premium on the first $5000, then a 3% buyers premium on the remaining balance of each lot
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Thursday, July 25th • 9am

1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, MS 39350
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Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Vehicles
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Logging Eq., Service Trucks, Attachments
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Live Onsite and Online Bidding         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 3% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION

Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers, 
1-ton Trucks, Pickups, Vehicles, Misc. Items, & More

Day 2: Selling Dozers, Excavators, Motor Graders, Off Road Trucks,
Rubber-tired Loaders, Loader Backhoes, Skid Steers, Compaction
Eq., Forklifts, Logging Eq., Farm Tractors, Attachments & More
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Staff Reports
Contributor

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Early 
Wednesday morning at ap-
proximately 12:26, officers 
from the Hanceville Police 
Department and Wallace 
State Community College 
Police Department success-
fully executed a joint arrest. 
Seth Patrick Key of Mount 
Olive, Alabama, was taken 
into custody at the Quali-
ty Inn Hotel in Hanceville, 
across the street from the 
Wallace State campus.
	 “Our Department was 
made aware yesterday that 
Mr. Key had felony warrants 
with the Jefferson County 
Sheriff's Office in connec-
tion with burglary. Mr. Key 
also had misdemeanor war-
rants with the Cullman City 
Police Department. Key was 

seen near the Wallace State 
Campus. Due to the Prox-
imity of the Campus, Officer 
Doran quickly notified Wal-
lace PD Officer Rasbury.
	 Both Departments co-
ordinated patrols on and 
around the City of Hancev-
ille and the Wallace State 
Campus in an effort to ap-
prehend Mr. Key,” said a post 
from the Hanceville PD. 
	 During the arrest, Key 
was allegedly found to be in 
possession of what appeared 
to be burglary tools. He was 
transported to the Cullman 
County Detention Center 
and booked on warrants with 
the City of Cullman.
	 “This was made possi-
ble thanks to the wonderful 
working relationship we have 
with the Wallace State Police 
and the excellent officers at 
both. It also highlights the 

proactive policing among the 
officers in both departments,” 
said the post.
	 “Thank you to all officers 
involved for your hard work 
and dedication to the City of 
Hanceville and the Wallace 
State Police.”

Hanceville, Wallace State police make joint arrest 256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

ESTATE SALE 
Saturday, July 20, 2024, 1016 Fuller Street 

 Southwest, Cullman  
 6:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. 

  King size bedroom suite, dual adjustable king size mattress, 
dining room table with six chairs, couch, tables, China 
cabinet, office desk, miscellaneous chairs, lamps, pictures, 
etc. 

CASH OR VENMO ONLY 
Must pick up items day of sale 

HANCEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Seth Patrick Key

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman City Council on 
Monday approved improve-
ments to Depot Park and the 
new OmniPlex Sports and 
Civic Center project.  The 
council accepted a $335,988 
bid for a “large shade struc-
ture” in the park from Great 
Southern Recreation, and a 
$191,860 bid for landscaping 
and irrigation from Bright 
Landscapes, LLC. Land-
scaping and irrigation at the 
OmniPlex were also awarded 
to Bright Landscapes, in the 

amount of $366,140.

The council also approved 
resolutions to:
•	 Apply for a Community 
Block Development Grant 
for improvements on Logan 
Street Southwest
•	 Add three new person-
nel positions to the Cullman 
Street Department

The council approved the re-
zoning of property on Olive 
Street near Lin Garden and 
Rock N’ Roll Sushi from res-
idential to business, and held 
first readings of ordinances 
to amend its sidewalk regula-

tions, and to annex property 
owned by Pioneer Land Ac-
quisitions, on County Road 
770 near the Cullman Elec-
tric Cooperative office, into 
the city as an R-4 residential 
district, allowing the con-
struction of any structures, 
from single-family homes to 
a “high-density” apartment 
complex on the property.
	 The council can vote on 
the ordinances at its next 
meeting.
	 The Cullman City Council 
meets next on Monday, July 
22, 2024, at 7 p.m. in the city 
hall auditorium. The public is 
invited to attend.

Council (from Front)
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Baileyton 
fire station next to the town’s park. 
Beauty and health products, toys, 
home goods, pet items, food and 
many everyday items. A donation 
of $20 will allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a shopper 
can fill a large box. Some of the 
items of greater value will require 
a larger donation. There will be 
some restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash and 
checks accepted. Proceeds will 
be used for park improvements 
and capital improvements for the 
town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 1650 
St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cullman
• Mondays-Fridays- Free hot 
meals for children Mondays 11 
a.m.-noon, Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. 
and Wednesdays-Fridays 11 a.m.-
noon. Cullman Housing Authority 
Community Center 1545 Vine 
Circle SW. Please call Kristie 256-
636-5362 for more information. 
Eat in or take out. Sponsored by 

Kids Loving Kids, Raising Arrows 
Ministry and Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birthday 
Blessings serves children ages 1-18 
in need of assistance to celebrate 
their birthdays. Register your child 
and pick up a birthday box with 
cake mix, icing, sprinkles, decora-
tions and toys! Pickup is the last 
weekend of the month. Saturday 
(5100 Curry Highway Suite 100-B 
Jasper, AL 35504) from 3-5 p.m. 
or the last Sunday of the month 
at Spirit Life Church Cullman 
from 12:30-1 p.m.  Birth certifi-
cate is required at the time of box 
pickup. Register at https://form.
jotform.com/203435614640045. 
For more information, text or call 
205-717-7478. 
• Friday, July 19 - Celebrate Re-
covery.  Fellowship and testimo-
nies. Hurts, habits and hang-ups 
are a part of everyone's life. Come 
and see how to overcome these 
and more! Bring a dish, dessert or 
drink for a potluck meal at 5:45 
p.m. Meeting starts at 6:30. Child-
care provided.
• Saturday, July 20 – Drive-
through food bank from 9-11 a.m.
• Sunday, July 21 - 9 a.m. Van runs 
in the 5 Points Area. Call Cedric 
Davidson at 256-339-5755 for 
pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. Bible 
study classes for children, youth 
and adults at 10. Praise and wor-
ship and message by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd at 11. 

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 Ala-
bama Highway 157. CLOSED liter-
ature study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at Cullman 
Housing Authority Community 
Center (1545 Vine Circle SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/pounds-
off approach to weight loss and 
management through weekly 
meetings providing information, 
accountability, support and en-
couragement where you make the 
changes that make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by someone 
else’s addiction. We offer Help by 
sharing our experiences, strength 
and hope. We carry the message 
of hope by letting others know that 
they are not alone by practicing 
the 12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. We 
Respect Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious one, but 
a spiritual way of life. Meetings 
will be held at The Ruehl Building 
(Family Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings at 6 
p.m. Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don or 
Nancy McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more infor-
mation. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected by 
alcoholism. The Cullman Seren-
ity Al-Anon Group meets each 

Monday at noon at 1519 St. Joseph 
Dr. NE. There is also a Zoom 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
The Courage to Change Al-Anon 
Family Group meets on Thurs-
days at 6 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church at 305 Arnold St. NE in 
the Carriage House, located be-
tween the church and the Arnold 
House on the corner. For more 
information call 256-734-2231 or 
256-531-4429.

Master's Hand Food Pantry at 
The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Rock the South
July 18-20, at York Farms. Get 
tickets and more info at www.
rockthesouth.com.

Cullman County Sports Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony and 
Banquet
Saturday, July 20, at Stone Bridge 
Farms. Tickets can be purchased 
at First Southern Financial, 1622 
Second Ave. SW, Cullman, phone 
256-737-5120 or call Jackie Sat-
terfield at 256-636-4445. Tickets 
are $20 each and no tickets will be 
sold after July 17.

Pleasant View Missionary Bap-
tist Church Revival
We will kick off our summer reviv-
al the third week in July, beginning 
with a singing Sunday night the 
21st at 5. We will have The Kellys 

from Lawrenceburg, Tennessee 
as our guest. Services will run day 
and night, Monday-Friday, July 
22-26. Morning service will begin 
at 10:30 and evening services at 7, 
with Brother Dustin Smith as the 
evangelist. Lunch will be served 
each day after the morning service 
and we will have prayer band at 
6:45 before each evening service. 
All are invited. The church is 
located on U.S. Highway 278, ap-
proximately 2 miles east of Holly 
Pond on the left. Everyone is in-
vited. For more information call 
256-796-5986 or 256-338-9202.

West Point Class  of 1962 Re-
union
The West Point High School 
class of 1962 will have their 62nd 
reunion on Saturday, July 27, at 
11:30 a.m. at the Brandin Iron 
Restaurant in West Point. For 
more information call Linda at 
256-747-6883.

West Point Class of 1967 Re-
union
The West Point High School class 
of 1967 will have a class reunion 
on Saturday, July 27, from 4-6 p.m. 
at the Brandin Iron Restaurant in 
West Point.

3rd Annual Day in the Park 
Join the Holly Pond Volunteer 
Fire Department for a Day in the 
Park on Saturday, July 27, from 
5-8 p.m. in Governors Park.  There 
will be lots of fun and activities for 
all ages. Meet the fire department 
and guests. Look over a fire truck 
and equipment. Handle a fire 
hose, shoot water into the pond, 

try on fire gear and enjoy the free 
food available while supplies last. 
Thank you to all the supporters 
of the Holly Pond Volunteer Fire 
Department. We look forward to 
seeing you in the park.  

Swamp John’s Dinner at the 
Center Hill Community Center
Friday, Aug. 2, at the Center Hill 
Community Center, from 4-7 p.m. 
$15 per plate includes dessert 
and drink. For directions or more 
information please call 256-708-
2218.

Cullman High Class  of 1956 
Reunion
The Cullman High School class of 
1956 will have a class reunion on 
Thursday, Aug. 8 at 11 a.m. at the 
Brandin Iron in West Point. For 
more information call Jerry Smith 
at 256-734-1797 or Hilda Aldridge 
at 256-347-2180.

Save the Date: Little Pink Dress 
Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 1, from 6-9 p.m. at 
The Venue at Cotton Creek. Hand-
icapped parking at north entrance. 
Doors open at 5:30. A night of fun 
with dinner included, Active Adult 
Senior Kickers, Wallace State 
Jazz Band, live and silent auc-
tions, door prizes and much more! 
Ticket are $60. Tickets available 
through Stefani Nelson at 256-
708-3191 or snelson@alfains.com 
or Judy Grissom at Options at 
256-347-5993 or options5993@
gmail.com and www.CullmanBo-
somBuddies.com. 

COMMUNITY CORNER

GARAGE SALE
GARAGE SALE JULY 
19 AND 20, 680 County 
Road 804, Cullman. Furni-
ture, Alabama pictures and 
memorabilia, tools, outdoor 
tools, lawn chairs, dining 
table with leaf and 6 chairs, 
cross stitch framed pictures, 
Christmas decor, decorative 
items and lots of miscella-
neous items.

SERVICES
SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week! Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide!

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available. 
Call: 1-855-405-8901.

NEW AUTHORS 
WANTED! Our publishing 
staff will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE 
author submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-877-567-9754.

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica's Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 844-925-3534.

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry 
out the wet area and do re-

pairs to protect your family 
and your home's value! If 
you have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, Call 
24/7: 1-877-727-2344 Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call!

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tors. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-855-405-8647.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-855-405-9791.

FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and 
see how much you can save! 
1-866-816-3535.

DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE STARTING 
at $59.99/month! Free In-
stallation! 160+ channels 
available. Call Now to Get 
the Most Sports & Enter-
tainment on TV! 844-594-
7108.

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING? Call today schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-568-2248.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-

timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 
1-855-405-8839. Ask about 
our specials!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005.

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES today with a 
Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 7-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

SAFE STEP. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-871-
6175.

GOGO. Live and age your 
way. Get help with rides, 
groceries, meals and more. 
Memberships start as low 
as $1 per day. Available 24/7 
nationwide. BBB Rated A+ 
Business. Call GoGo to get 
started. 1-844-952-3266.

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/alabama 
#6258

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 1-877-
724-3049 today!

JACUZZI BATH REMOD-
EL can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer.) Offer ends 
6/30/24. Call 1-877-205-
0836.

REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
with the best looking and 
longest lasting material – 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer – up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163.

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-855-405-8927.

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all In-
surance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943.

VEHICLE TITLE Prob-
lems? We have a solution! 
Call Jason Steward Enter-
prises, We’re Alabama’s 
#1 Vehicle Title Problem 
Experts! Free telephone 
consultation. North AL 
1-256-850-0527, Central AL 
1-205-267-5735, South AL 
1-251-342-8538.

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
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  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 
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FAIRVIEW, Ala. — Fairview 
senior Ava Calvarese graduat-
ed in May after an impressive 
high school playing career 
and, in this interview, she 
shared some of her favorite 
memories from her time 
spent on and off the court. 
	 "One would have to be 
when we won county my 
freshman year on JV. That 
was a great team, and we had 
amazing chemistry. Another 
time would have to be this 
past season when we beat our 
area rival, Guntersville, in five 
sets on our home court. It was 
a hard-fought game, and it 
showed how bad we worked 
to win it together," Calvarese 
said. "It was really nice to 
have teammates that sup-
ported you. I leaned on them 
whenever I'd make a mistake, 
and we always fought back 
hard, no matter what. We'd 
always have a good time on 
and off the court. I learned 
how to be a good teammate, 
how to handle myself in tough 
situations, and how many 
lasting connections you can 
make through a sport that 
you love."
	 Calvarese played for 
multiple coaches during her 
prep career and gained valu-
able experience from each of 
them.
	 "We had a lot of coaching 
changes throughout our sea-
sons, but our teams always 
found a way to make the best 
of it, no matter what," Cal-
varese said. "I will definitely 
miss the connections I made 
throughout the years. Most of 
the people I played with will 
always have a special place in 
my heart and have made me a 

better person. I will also miss 
our very supportive com-
munity, whether it was each 
other's parents or classmates. 
They were always loud and 
showed pride for us."
	 Calvarese talked about 
her favorite high school 
memory, what made Fairview 
a special place to go to school 
and what she will remem-
ber the most about being an 
Aggie.
	 "Homecoming was always 
every year, but especially 
senior year. Being on the 
homecoming court and being 
able to do all the activities 
with my friends was a great 
memory that I won't forget," 
she said. "What made Fair-
view a special place to go to 
was the school spirit. Every-
one had to be there. Even 
from an early age, everyone 
would look forward to the pep 
rallies and getting to cheer on 
our school. I will remember 
all the connections I made, 
whether it was with class-
mates or with teachers, be-
cause every interaction I have 
had made me the person I am 
today."
	 She gave some advice to 
those students that will be 
starting high school in August 
and talked about not only 
being a role model for young-
er people, but who her role 
models were in school and in 
sports.
	 "My advice to them is to 
always take opportunities 
that are given to you and do 
everything that you can to get 
involved with school. Don't 
take your time in school 
for granted," she said. "It 
is very important, because 
you never know when some-
one is watching what you're 
doing, and it could have 

an impact on how younger 
kids approach certain situa-
tions in high school. My role 
model was definitely Reagan 
Dunkin. She is a positive in-
fluence on and off the court. 
Everyone is always having fun 
when they're around her. She 
has impacted many people 
around me and never fails to 
make them laugh. Some other 
teammates that I look up to 
are Laci Segrest, Abby Mc-
Donald, and Jacie Blackwood. 
They all have had their per-
sonal struggles with volley-
ball, but they always work so 
hard to overcome them. They 
put in so much effort and sup-
port to the team."
	 Calvarese earned a schol-
arship to play volleyball at 
Wallace State Community 
College and talked about 
building relationships with 
her future teammates and 
coaches. She also gave some 
advice to the people who want 
to be where she is right now.
	 "It was great. I really felt 
the support from my family 
and friends. It was accom-
plishing as well, and my hard 
work paid off. Going to Wal-
lace State, it was a comfort-
able atmosphere and familiar, 
because I had played with 
some of the girls. Everyone 
was so welcoming and had 
great attitudes," she said. 
"What I want people to re-
member about me is that no 
matter what, I tried to have a 
positive outlook on the court 
and have a good attitude, no 
matter who we were playing 
or how we were playing. My 
advice to them is to never 
overlook any opportunities 
you are given, and it's never 
too late to achieve what you 
want. Hard work is the main 
priority of your dreams."

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Fairview's Ava Calvarese
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

GUNTERSVILLE, Ala. 
-- The Cullman Swim Team 
placed second out of nine 
teams at the ARPA District II 
Swim Meet held in Gunters-
ville last weekend. Cullman 
brought home 41 individual 
medals and 21 relay team 
medals. 83 swimmers quali-
fied for the state meet in Ope-
lika in two weeks.

CULLMAN - ARPA
DISTRICT II RESULTS

Girls 6 & Under
•	 25 Free (SQT 26.51) - 1. 
Emri Lackey (19.71); 2. Audrey 
Smith (20.68); 7. Mary Doss 
Amuso (23.48); 12. Malia 
Swidecki (25.82); 13. Audrey 
Caffey (26.48)
•	 25 Back (SQT 29.75) - 
1. Emri Lackey (21.44); 5. 
Audrey Smith (25.72); 9. Mary 
Doss Amuso (27.28)
•	 100 Free Relay - 1. Mary 
Doss Amuso, Audrey Smith, 
Malia Swidecki, Emri Lackey 
(1:35.57); 4. Savannah Aaron, 
Audrey Caffey, Ellie Grace 
Thigpen, Evie Stidham 
(2:00.28)

Boys 6 & Under
•	 25 Free (SQT 30.57) - 13. 
Jack Berryhill (28.63)
•	 100 Free Relay - 4. Jack 
Berryhill, Mason Heim, Trace 
Brock, John Branscomb 
(2:51.46)

Girls 8 & Under
•	 100 IM (SQT 2:24.98) - 7. 
Hannah Thigpen (1:49.81); 
10. Emri Lackey (1:55.81); 19. 
Amelia Powell (2:16.58); 20. 
Maggie Randall (2:21.48)
•	 25 Breast (SQT 31.47) - 5. 
Hannah Thigpen (26.20); 14. 
Amelia Powell (29.79)
•	 25 Fly (SQT 28.48) - 17. 
Audrey Smith (25.36); 19. 
Whitley Lewis (25.81)
•	 25 Back (SQT 27.34) - 4. 
Hannah Thigpen (22.51); 20. 
Everly Berryhill (25.84); 27. 
Brittan Bentley (26.70); 29. 
Amelia Powell (26.96)
•	 100 Medley Relay - 7. Brit-
tan Bentley, Maggie Randall, 
Audrey Smith, Whitley Lewis 
(1:46.05); 9. Emri Lackey, 
Amelia Powell, Hannah 
Thigpen, Mary Doss Amuso 

(1:48.13)
•	 100 Free Relay - 6. Hannah 
Thigpen, Whitley Lewis, 
Everly Berryhill, Amelia 
Powell (1:24.59)

Boys 8 & Under
•	 100 IM (SQT 2:00.09) - 3. 
Ezra Basch (1:37.53); 6. CJ 
Curry (1:49.27); 9. Will Amuso 
(1:59.12); 10. Keith Swidecki 
(1:59.55)
•	 25 Free (SQT 19.81) - 3. 
Ezra Basch (16.80); 10. CJ 
Curry (19.58)
•	 25 Breast (SQT 26.98) - 8. 
Samuel Branscomb (34.40)
•	 25 Back (SQT 25.37) - 10. 
Will Amuso (24.56); 12. Gabe 
Lance (25.09)
•	 25 Fly (SQT 24.42) - 5. CJ 
Curry (20.75); 7. Ezra Basch 
(21.98)
•	 100 Medley Relay - 3. 
Ezra Basch, CJ Curry, Keith 
Swidecki, Will Amuso 
(1:30.92); 5. Bransyn Tucker, 
Samuel Branscomb, Collin 
Hodges, Lincoln LaRue 
(1:55.34)
•	 100 Free Relay - 2. CJ 
Curry, Will Amuso, Keith 
Swidecki, Ezra Basch (1:16.76); 
6. Gabe Lance, Collin Hodges, 
Lincoln LaRue, Samuel 
Branscomb (1:31.47)

8 & Under Mixed Relays
•	 100 Mixed Medley Relay 
- 4. Ezra Basch, Hannah 
Thigpen, Emri Lackey, Keith 
Swidecki (1:32.09); 8. Amelia 
Powell, CJ Curry, Will Amuso, 
Everly Berryhill (1:49.73)
•	 100 Mixed Free Relay - 7. 
Mary Doss Amuso, Audrey 
Smith, Samuel Branscomb, 
Collin Hodges (1:30.21); 
9. Whitley Lewis, Lincoln 
LaRue, Owen Boaz, Everly 
Berryhill (1:42.64)

Girls 9-10
•	 100 IM (SQT 1:34.38)- 1. 
Lauren Hughes (1:18.78); 4. 
Harper Rodriguez (1:26.79); 8. 
Faith Peek (1:36.13)
•	 50 Free (SQT 36.26) - 3. 
Faith Peek (33.51); 6. Harper 
Rodriguez (34.90)
•	 50 Breast (SQT 55.14) - 1. 
Lauren Hughes (41.21); 7. 
Gemma Swidecki (48.91); 9. 
Jesslyn Davis (49.91)
•	 50 Back (SQT 42.89) - 1. 
Lauren Hughes (35.34); 6. 
Clara Peek (43.24); 7. Emma 

Grace Tidwell (45.01)
•	 50 Fly (SQT 51.98) - 4. 
Harper Rodriguez (37.42); 6. 
Paisley Caldwell (41.12); 10. 
Gemma Swidecki (42.66); 17. 
Remi VanMaanen (47.60); 19. 
Jesslyn Davis (48.23)
•	 100 Free (SQT 1:46.49) 
- 3. Faith Peek (1:15.19); 12. 
Paisley Caldwell (1:23.46); 16. 
Gemma Swidecki (1:27.91); 
18. Jesslyn Davis (1:29.62); 23. 
Remi VanMaanen (1:31.22); 
25. Clara Peek (1:31.55); 33. 
Lili Garcia (1:37.83) 
•	 200 Medley Relay - 1. 
Clara Peek, Lauren Hughes, 
Harper Rodriguez, Faith Peek 
(2:32.38); 4. Gemma Swidec-
ki, Jesslyn Davis, Paisley 
Caldwell, Emma Grace Tid-
well (2:56.97)
•	 200 Free Relay - 2. Faith 
Peek, Harper Rodriguez, 
Paisley Caldwell, Lauren 
Hughes (2:17.28); 7. Emma 
Grace Tidwell, Jesslyn Davis, 
Gemma Swidecki, Clara Peek 
(2:46.32)

Boys 9-10
•	 100 IM (SQT 1:35.44) - 3. 
Abram Lackey (1:17.95); 6. 
Guy Caffey V (1:29.10)
•	 50 Breast (SQT 48.93) - 3. 
Jaxon Curry (44.41); 5. Guy 
Caffey V (47.17); 8. Luke For-
ester (48.40)
•	 50 Back (SQT 44.97) - 3. 
Jaxon Curry (37.54); 9. Luke 
Forester (42.75); 13. Rhodes 
Bentley (44.46)
•	 50 Fly (SQT 44.66) - 3. 
Abram Lackey (34.24); 7. 
Nolan Ferrara (42.70)
•	 100 Free (SQT 1:20.66) 
- 5. Abram Lackey (1:11.38); 
6.Jaxon Curry (1:11.72); 9. Guy 
Caffey V (1:19.84)
•	 200 Medley Relay - 2. 
Jaxon Curry, Guy Caffey V, 
Abram Lackey, Nolan Ferrara 
(2:37.39); 5. Rhodes Bentley, 
Luke Forester, Barrett Lewis, 
Asa Powell (3:13.04)
•	 200 Free Relay - 2. Guy 
Caffey V, Jaxon Curry, Bar-
rett Lewis, Abram Lackey 
(2:20.44); 7. Rhodes Bentley, 
Luke Forester, Asa Powell, 
Nolan Ferrara (2:44.68)

9-10 Mixed Relays
•	 100 Mixed Medley Relay 
- 1. Jaxon Curry, Lauren 
Hughes, Abram Lackey, Faith 
Peek (2:26.50); 5. Clara Peek, 

Guy Caffey V, Harper Rodri-
guez, Nolan Ferrara (2:42.71)
•	 100 Mixed Free Relay - 8. 
Barrett Lewis, Emma Grace 
Tidwell, Rhodes Bentley, 
Paisley Caldwell (2:43.42)

Girls 11-12
•	 100 IM (SQT 1:22.66) - 
1. Georgia Dowdy (1:11.88); 
6. Sophia Saho (1:17.26); 9. 
Sophia Aaron (1:19.27); 10. 
Catherine Hughes (1:20.80)
•	 50 Free (SQT 30.80) - 8. 
Sophia Aaron (31.75)
•	 50 Breast (SQT 40.73) - 2. 
Sophia Saho (39.53); 3. Cath-
erine Hughes (39.84); 7. Reese 
Swidecki (42.78)
•	 50 Back (SQT 36.84) - 5. 
Sophia Aaron (37.24)
•	 50 Fly (SQT 34.06) - 5. 
Georgia Dowdy (32.16); 6. 
Sophia Saho (32.84); 8. Preslie 
Basch (34.74)
•	 100 Free (SQT 1:08.09) - 2. 
Georgia Dowdy (1:02.87); 7. 
Catherine Hughes (1:12.20)
•	 200 Medley Relay - 2. 
Georgia Dowdy, Catherine 
Hughes, Sophia Saho, Sophia 
Aaron (2:19.18); 8. Kyleigh 
Huffman, Reese Swidecki, 
Preslie Basch, Ellie Forester 
(2:45.63)
•	 200 Free Relay - 2. Sophia 
Aaron, Sophia Saho, Pres-
lie Basch, Georgia Dowdy 
(2:05.09); 7. Reese Swidec-
ki, Ellie Forester, Aurellia 
Powell, Catherine Hughes 
(2:23.90)

Boys 11-12
•	 100 IM (SQT 1:20.06) - 3. 
Briar Lackey (1:12.48); 5. Grif-
fin Berryhill (1:16.67)
•	 50 Free (SQT 31.82) - 1. 
Tate Tysinger (27.53); 6. 
Karson Corliss (30.19)
•	 50 Breast (SQT 45.67) - 2. 
Tate Tysinger (36.59)
•	 50 Back (SQT 39.16) - 1. 
Griffin Berryhill (34.16); 
2. Briar Lackey (34.33); 7. 
Karson Corliss (37.23)
•	 50 Fly (SQT 35.54) - 1. 
Tate Tysinger (31.09); 3. Grif-
fin Berryhill (31.91); 5. Karson 
Corliss (34.94)
•	 100 Free (SQT 1:16.86) - 1. 
Briar Lackey (59.28)
•	 200 Medley Relay - 1. Grif-
fin Berryhill, Tate Tysinger, 
Karson Corliss, Briar Lackey 
(2:12.27)
•	 200 Free Relay - 1. Briar 

Lackey, Griffin Berryhill, 
Karson Corliss, Tate Tysinger 
(1:56.69)

11-12 Mixed Relays
•	 100 Mixed Medley 
Relay - 1. Georgia Dowdy, 
Tate Tysinger, Sophia Saho, 
Briar Lackey (2:10.36) 9. 
Brooks Bentley, Aurellia 
Powell, Reese Swidecki, Cade 
McAlpin (2:59.02)
•	 100 Mixed Free Relay - 3. 
Karson Corliss, Sophia Aaron, 
Preslie Basch, Griffin Berry-
hill (2:04.11)

Girls 13-14
•	 100 IM (SQT 1:10.72) - 1. 
Mika Lackey (1:04.75)
•	 50 Free (SQT 29.69) - 1. 
Madeline Dowdy (26.17); 12. 
Elizabeth Hughes (28.95)
•	 50 Breast (SQT 37.83) - 2. 
Mika Lackey (33.00); 3. Edie 
Hudson (34.44); 10. Elizabeth 
Hughes (37.81)
•	 50 Back (SQT 37.31) - 1. 
Mika Lackey (29.84); 12. Eliz-
abeth Hughes (34.70)
•	 50 Fly (SQT 30.18) - 1. 
Madeline Dowdy (28.90); 7. 
Edie Hudson (31.20)
•	 100 Free (SQT 1:10.64) - 1. 
Madeline Dowdy (55.74); 14. 
Edie Hudson (1:03.73); 17. 
Tori Rees (1:04.51)
•	 200 Medley Relay - 1. 
Mika Lackey, Edie Hudson, 
Madeline Dowdy, Elizabeth 
Hughes (2:00.49)
•	 200 Free Relay - 1. Made-
line Dowdy, Edie Hudson, 
Elizabeth Hughes, Mika 
Lackey (1:49.46)

Boys 13-14
•	 100 IM (SQT 1:09.08) - 1. 
Magnus Mann (1:00.19); 7. 
Gunner Stracener (1:08.48)
•	 50 Back (SQT 34.16) - 1. 
Magnus Mann (26.55); 2. 
Gunner Stracener (30.90)
•	 50 Fly (SQT 31.53) - 6. 
Gunner Stracener (28.92)
•	 100 Free (SQT 58.07) - 1. 
Magnus Mann (51.95)
•	 200 Medley Relay - 3. 
Magnus Mann, Anakin 
Powell, Gunner Stracener, 
Carter Barnett (2:03.10); 
8. Tytus Stracener, Abram 
Powell, Griffin Cole, Ethan 
Thomas (2:50.36)
•	 200 Free Relay - 3. Gunner 
Stracener, Anakin Powell, 
Carter Barnett, Magnus 

Mann (1:47.73); 6. Abram 
Powell, Tytus Stracener, 
Ethan Thomas, Griffin Cole 
(2:36.01)

13-14 Mixed Relays
•	 100 Mixed Medley Relay 
- 4. Gunner Stracener, Edie 
Hudson, Anakin Powell, Eliz-
abeth Hughes (2:04.52)
•	 100 Mixed Free Relay - 7. 
Carter Barnett, Catherine 
Hughes, Griffin Cole, Tori 
Rees (2:02.57)

Girls 15-18
•	 100 IM (SQT 1:17.86) - 7. 
Ella Cupp (1:09.84); 11. Sofi 
Velez (1:11.83)
•	 50 Breast (SQT 39.78) - 6. 
Sofi Velez (37.02)
•	 50 Back (SQT 32.24) - 4. 
Morgan Fuller (30.85); 7. Ella 
Cupp (32.14)
•	 50 Fly (SQT 29.85) - 3. 
Morgan Fuller (29.51); 6. Sofi 
Velez (30.67)
•	 100 Free (SQT 1:06.28) - 5. 
Ella Cupp (59.10); 6. Morgan 
Fuller (59.59)
•	 200 Medley Relay - 4. 
Ella Cupp, Sofi Velez, Morgan 
Fuller, Tori Rees (2:07.94)
•	 200 Free Relay - 5. Sofi 
Velez, Ella Cupp, Tori Rees, 
Morgan Fuller (1:53.45)

Boys 15-18
•	 50 Free (SQT 23.64) - 2. 
Chase Duncan (23.37)
•	 50 Breast (SQT 30.75) - 5. 
Grayson Randall (30.49)
•	 50 Back (SQT 28.19) - 2. 
Chase Duncan (26.25)
•	 100 Free (SQT 53.82) - 
2. Chase Duncan (51.78); 7. 
Hilson Cole (54.24)
•	 200 Medley Relay - 3. 
Chase Duncan, Grayson Ran-
dall, Camp Smith, Hilson Cole 
(1:48.47)
•	 200 Free Relay - 4. 
Chase Duncan, Camp Smith, 
Grayson Randall, Hilson Cole 
(1:37.01)

15-18 Mixed Relays
•	 100 Mixed Medley Relay 
- 2. Chase Duncan, Grayson 
Randall, Sofi Velez, Morgan 
Fuller (1:53.12)
•	 100 Mixed Free Relay - 
1. Madeline Dowdy, Hilson 
Cole, Mika Lackey, Magnus 
Mann (1:40.19); 9. Rhett 
Tysinger, Ella Cupp, Ellie Gle-
aton, Camp Smith (1:51.73)

Special to The Tribune
Contributed

Cullman Swim Team finishes runner-up at ARPA District II Meet

PREP SPORTS

'Never overlook any opportunities you are given': 
Fairview's Ava Calvarese reflects on Aggie years

and neighboring sheriff’s 
offices) getting traffic in and 
out and dealing with pedes-
trians. This is one thing to 
remember though – we have 
thousands and thousands 
of people coming to a venue 
that’s out in the county, but 
the property it’s on is in the 
city. The county is dry, which 
means you can’t have alcohol 
in those areas, but the venue 
is wet, which is kind of unique 
for people.”
	 Gentry said having a plan 
for what you’re doing after 
walking to the venue is key 
for safety after the event. 
	 “So when you are coming 
to the venue after parking, 
you need to have a plan,” 
Gentry said. “You could be 
parking a mile away, so you 
need to pin that on your 
phone or save it in some way 
so after the event is over you 
can get back to your vehicles 
safely. Also make sure you 
have a designated driver. 
When the event is over all the 

CULLMAN, Ala. — While 
just approximately 4-5 years 
old, Ms. Clara is a Terrier-mix 
looking for the perfect home.
	 She exhibits medium to 
high energy and is truly a 
happy girl who simply looks 
forward to the time you have 

Clara (from Front)
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FOR RESERVATIONS CALL OR BOOK ONLINE
1855 NORTH CREST DR. NW | CULLMAN, AL 35055 | 884-695-6104 | MARRIOTT.COM/HSVFC

PRIMARY TASKS ARE PUBLIC RELATIONS,
GREETING CUSTOMERS UPON ENTRY,

COMPUTER POS SYSTEM, MULTIPLE LINE
TELEPHONE SYSTEM AND COORDINATING

SALES WITH OPERATIONS

COLLEGE TIRE COLLEGE TIRE 
APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE 315 MAIN ST. NW, HANCEVILLE, AL

256-352-2221256-352-2221

CANDIDATES WILL BE BACKGROUND CHECKED

SALES/OPERATIONS COORDINATOR

Mann (1:47.73); 6. Abram 
Powell, Tytus Stracener, 
Ethan Thomas, Griffin Cole 
(2:36.01)

13-14 Mixed Relays
•	 100 Mixed Medley Relay 
- 4. Gunner Stracener, Edie 
Hudson, Anakin Powell, Eliz-
abeth Hughes (2:04.52)
•	 100 Mixed Free Relay - 7. 
Carter Barnett, Catherine 
Hughes, Griffin Cole, Tori 
Rees (2:02.57)

Girls 15-18
•	 100 IM (SQT 1:17.86) - 7. 
Ella Cupp (1:09.84); 11. Sofi 
Velez (1:11.83)
•	 50 Breast (SQT 39.78) - 6. 
Sofi Velez (37.02)
•	 50 Back (SQT 32.24) - 4. 
Morgan Fuller (30.85); 7. Ella 
Cupp (32.14)
•	 50 Fly (SQT 29.85) - 3. 
Morgan Fuller (29.51); 6. Sofi 
Velez (30.67)
•	 100 Free (SQT 1:06.28) - 5. 
Ella Cupp (59.10); 6. Morgan 
Fuller (59.59)
•	 200 Medley Relay - 4. 
Ella Cupp, Sofi Velez, Morgan 
Fuller, Tori Rees (2:07.94)
•	 200 Free Relay - 5. Sofi 
Velez, Ella Cupp, Tori Rees, 
Morgan Fuller (1:53.45)

Boys 15-18
•	 50 Free (SQT 23.64) - 2. 
Chase Duncan (23.37)
•	 50 Breast (SQT 30.75) - 5. 
Grayson Randall (30.49)
•	 50 Back (SQT 28.19) - 2. 
Chase Duncan (26.25)
•	 100 Free (SQT 53.82) - 
2. Chase Duncan (51.78); 7. 
Hilson Cole (54.24)
•	 200 Medley Relay - 3. 
Chase Duncan, Grayson Ran-
dall, Camp Smith, Hilson Cole 
(1:48.47)
•	 200 Free Relay - 4. 
Chase Duncan, Camp Smith, 
Grayson Randall, Hilson Cole 
(1:37.01)

15-18 Mixed Relays
•	 100 Mixed Medley Relay 
- 2. Chase Duncan, Grayson 
Randall, Sofi Velez, Morgan 
Fuller (1:53.12)
•	 100 Mixed Free Relay - 
1. Madeline Dowdy, Hilson 
Cole, Mika Lackey, Magnus 
Mann (1:40.19); 9. Rhett 
Tysinger, Ella Cupp, Ellie Gle-
aton, Camp Smith (1:51.73)

Cullman Swim Team finishes runner-up at ARPA District II Meet

I'M EXCITED TO

BE A PART OF

THE CULLMAN

TRIBUNE
I AM YOURRESOURCE TO HELPGROW YOURCOMPANY

CONTACT ME 256-739-1351 yvonne@cullmantribune.com

ALLOW MY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

TO WORK FOR YOU!

MAKE THE CHOICE TODAY TO BRING
POSITIVE CHANGE TO YOUR BUSINESS

Yvonne MooreYvonne Moore
Marketing/Advertising - The Cullman Tribune

probably be familiar with 
many of the songs, though 
the style of performance 
might be a little different. 
Convention singing is unac-
companied by instruments, 
and focuses on four-part 
vocal harmonies. Songs can 
be joyful, loud and boisterous 
or dark and soulful.

Convention singers follow 
a long-standing form, sing-
ing from a modern edition 
of a songbook that dates 
back to the 1840s in a style 
known by several names:
•	 Shape/Shaped Note Sing-
ing: The notes in the sheet 
music have different shapes 
depending on the note in the 

scale: round, square, triangu-
lar.
•	 Fa-So-La/Fasola Singing: 
The names given to three 
note shapes.  When the sing-
ers warm up at the beginning 
of a song, they are not sing-
ing in a foreign language or 
speaking in tongues; they are 
singing the notes by name.
•	 Sacred Harp: Takes its 
name from the title of the 
most popular songbook used.

Event host Tom Booth said 
previously, “This style of 
acapella music is sung from 
a book called ‘The Sacred 
Harp’ that was published in 
Cullman during the 1960s 
and 70s, but dates back to 

1844. The book uses shaped 
notes that were created as a 
means of teaching people to 
read music and harmonize in 
multiple parts.”
	 Singers sit in a square, 
grouped by vocal part – so-
prano, alto, tenor, bass – with 
the director standing in the 
center. 
	 The director changes 
from song to song, so if your 
favorite song is in the book, 
you can request and even lead 
it, if you like. Performance is 
unrehearsed, and singers of 
all skill and experience levels 
are welcome, even if they 
are unfamiliar with shaped 
notes.
	 At Sunday’s memorial 

session, prayers and songs 
were offered to remember 
deceased singers and those 
unable to attend due to ill-
ness or an inability to travel. 
Current chairman Booth 
addressed the assembly with 
a short tribute to Henry C. 
Guthery Sr. of Trimble, Ala-
bama, a mainstay of the con-
vention who passed away the 
previous week. 
	 Guthery served 25 times 
in the previous 30 years as the 
convention’s chairman, and 
made numerous contribu-
tions to it.  He was much-be-
loved and many who attend-
ed spoke of his kindness and 
tireless efforts to promote 
Sacred Harp singing.

Convention (from Front)

and neighboring sheriff’s 
offices) getting traffic in and 
out and dealing with pedes-
trians. This is one thing to 
remember though – we have 
thousands and thousands 
of people coming to a venue 
that’s out in the county, but 
the property it’s on is in the 
city. The county is dry, which 
means you can’t have alcohol 
in those areas, but the venue 
is wet, which is kind of unique 
for people.”
	 Gentry said having a plan 
for what you’re doing after 
walking to the venue is key 
for safety after the event. 
	 “So when you are coming 
to the venue after parking, 
you need to have a plan,” 
Gentry said. “You could be 
parking a mile away, so you 
need to pin that on your 
phone or save it in some way 
so after the event is over you 
can get back to your vehicles 
safely. Also make sure you 
have a designated driver. 
When the event is over all the 

traffic will be flowing one way: 
out. You cannot come into 
the traffic.  So keep that in 
mind when you are leaving. If 
you are picking up someone, 
we have a designated pick-
up area at the intersection of 
Leonard Road and Swafford 
Road or what we call Logan. 
Deputies will be manning all 
intersections.”
	 Gentry also cautioned 
attendees about weath-
er awareness and walking 
awareness getting to and 
inside the venue. 
	 ‘Wearing brand new 
shoes and walking a mile in 
them will end up being a sit-
uation where you take them 
off and walk barefoot back 
to your car. Those county 
roads are not forgiving, so be 
prepared for that,” Gentry 
said. “Hydration is the other 
thing. Please be sure to drink 
plenty of water before and 
during this event. It is going 
to be hot and humid. We have 
more heat-related incidents 

than anything else. We will 
have medical tents on-site to 
get you any help you need.” 
	 The CPD will have nu-
merous officers inside the 
event, Nassetta said. 
	 “We will have both CPD 
officers and officers from 
other agencies working 
inside the venue,” he said. 
	 “We want everybody to 
have a good time, we want 
everybody to feel safe and 
we want everybody to stay 
healthy. …there’s a lot of con-
cern for the heat, and it looks 
like we’re going to be helped a 
little bit by rain and  hopeful-
ly some cooler temperatures, 
but still… Please be prepared 
for that. Indulging in too 
much alcohol is another 
thing to be concerned with. 
It’s going to get you dehy-
drated, it can make you make 
poor decisions and eventual-
ly put you on our radar. We 
want everyone to have a good 
time, but if you start misbe-
having, we will take you out 

of the equation. It is a ticket-
ed event and as such, we can 
kick you out.”
	 Crocker said the average 
cost of a DUI is $15,000 – and 
that’s if you don’t hurt some-
one else or hurt yourself. 
	 “We want everyone to 
have a good time; we plead 
that you don’t drink and 
drive – have a designated 
driver or a plan in place,” he 
said. “With the large police 
presence at the event, we 
hope that we don’t see a lot 
of arrests or incidents. That’s 
why we are having the press 
conference to tell the public 
ahead of time to have a plan 
and take precautions, but 
obey and respect the law.”

For a full list of dos and don’ts 
at Rock the South, visit www.
rockthesouth.com.

Editor’s note: Quotes are 
partial; to see the full press 
conference, visit www.face-
book.com/cullman.sheriff. 

Conference (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — While 
just approximately 4-5 years 
old, Ms. Clara is a Terrier-mix 
looking for the perfect home.
	 She exhibits medium to 
high energy and is truly a 
happy girl who simply looks 
forward to the time you have 

to spend with her.
	 Clara understands leash 
etiquette, as well as personal 
space, which makes her the 
perfect candidate for a com-
panion/hiking dog. Please 
call or come by and spend 
some time with Clara be-
cause she truly is an amazing 
girl waiting to be taken home! 
	 Remember, there are 

always plenty of pets ready 
for adoption, so if Clara 
is gone, don't be totally 
bummed out as there is a spe-
cial friend waiting to go home 
with you!
	 Are you ready to meet 
Clara? Head over to Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 935 
Convent Road NE, Monday 
through Friday, from 9 a.m.-

3:30 p.m. for a meet and greet.  
	 Her adoption fee includes 
spay, DHLPP vaccine, Borde-
tella vaccines, rabies vaccine, 
wormer, general exam at the 
vet and microchip. 
	 Contact the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 
256-734-5448 or cullman-
animalshelter@co.cullman.
al.us.

Clara (from Front)
Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
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“The First Lie Wins” 
is a thrilling mystery. 
Evie Porter seems to 
be a typical Southern 

woman living the dream in 
Louisiana. She and her boy-
friend, Ryan, have an idyllic 
home with a white picket 
fence, friends and money. 
Except, Evie does not exist. 
She is a con artist and Ryan is 
her next “mark.”
	 Evie starts her life of 
crime because her mother 
needs money to pay for her 
cancer treatments. She plans 

elaborate schemes to steal 
jewelry from the wealthy. She 
uses various ploys to get into 
their homes – sometimes as 
an employee for a catering 
company, part of a cleaning 
crew or as a party guest. 
	 After her mother dies, she 
continues her theft to sup-
port herself. But she is caught 
using a fake credit card ma-
chine at a local country club 
art auction.
	 After the police arrive, 
one of the officers is escorting 
her to the police car when a 
man greets the officer saying 
he is supposed to drive her to 
the police station. But actu-

ally he is there to rescue her 
from the arrest. This is how 
Evie starts working with Mr. 
Smith and his assistant, Matt. 
She only knows Mr. Smith by 
a mechanically altered voice 
on the phone.
	 She wonders if he might 
have ties to organized crime, 
be a government agent or an 
assassin.                                                                                                            
	 She receives her instruc-
tions from her box at a mail-
box store – under an alias, of 
course. She becomes a master 
of disguise. Over the years, 
she has a variety of different 
aliases and works in differ-
ent parts of the country. Mr. 

Smith’s scenarios are ex-
tremely complex methods 
to either blackmail victims, 
sometimes to take over their 
businesses or steal vital data. 
The majority of the time her 
missions are a complete suc-
cess.
	 But the previous case did 
not go as planned. Evie is 
afraid Mr. Smith might retal-
iate against her.  She begins 
to wonder if she might be the 
“mark” in this case.
	 This novel is truly a cat 
and mouse escapade. I have 
read countless mystery 
novels. Many times I can 
figure out the ending. But 

neither I, nor any of my book 
club members, could solve 
this mystery. The ending sur-
prised us all. I highly recom-
mend this novel.
	 “The First Lie Wins” was 
published in January 2024. 
It was Reese Witherspoon’s 
book club pick for January. 
	 “Ashley Elston is the 
author of #1 New York Times 
bestseller and Reese’s Book 
Club pick, First Lie Wins. 
First Lie Wins has been 
optioned for television by 
ABC Signature with Octavia 
Spencer and Krista Vernoff 
attached to the project. She 
is also the author of six YA 

books. Ashley lives in Loui-
siana with her husband and 
three sons.” (ashleyelston.
com)

Cathy Lay Mayor grew up 
in Cullman and graduated 
from Cullman High School 
in 1976. She says when she 
writes book reviews, she 
tries to remember what 
Mrs. Gilbert taught her in 
11th-grade English. She 
lived in Dothan for more 
than 30 years and is married 
with three adult children 
and six grandchildren. She 
retired to Panama City, but 
still calls Alabama home.

Cathy Lay Mayor
Tribune Contributor

BOOK REVIEW
‘The First Lie Wins’ by Ashley Elston

 
 
 

 

Wallace State Community 
 College-Hanceville has the 
 following open positions: 

 

   For more information, please contact 
the Human Resources Department at 256-

352-8029.  
Wallace State Community College is an 

equal opportunity employer.  EOE 

 
 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Officers 
of the Cullman Police Depart-
ment, Cullman County Sher-
iff’s Office and Cullman Fire 
Rescue met Tuesday after-
noon and again on Wednes-
day to finalize plans for Rock 
the South 2024. The event 
will draw together resources 
of the three agencies along 
with Cullman EMS, Alabama 
Law Enforcement Agency 
(State Troopers), multiple 
volunteer fire departments 
from across the county, Gun-
tersville Police Department 
and the sheriff’s offices of 
Jackson, Madison, Marshall 
and Morgan counties.

Cullman’s resources in-
clude:

Departments (from Front)
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Obituary Announcements: July 16-17
Grace Marie 
Robertson, 78
Funeral service for Grace 
Marie Robertson, age 78 of 
Cullman, will be at 2 p.m. on 
Thursday, July 18, 2024, at 
Duck Creek Baptist Church 
with Dolton Robertson, II 
officiating; burial at Duck 
Creek Cemetery. Visitation 
will be from noon - 2 
p.m. on Thursday, July 
18, 2024, at Duck Creek 
Cemetery. Reception to 
follow at Temple Baptist at 
4 p.m. Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. Mrs. 
Robertson passed away on 
Tuesday, July 16, 2024. She 
was born, Nov. 11, 1945, to 
Tilford Barbee and Ruby 
Barbee. She was proceeded 
in death by her parents, 
husband; Dolton Robertson 
I, parents; Tilford and 
Ruby Barbee, brother; 
Clinton Barbee and sister, 
Ann Hopkins. Survivors 
include her sons, Dolton 
(Lisa) Robertson II and 
Jeff (Stacey) Robertson, I; 
grandchildren, Kelsi (Paul) 
Harrigill, Buddy (Katie) 
Robertson, Charli (Jay) 
Schuler, Ashley (Andrew) 
Frey, Jeff (Chelcee) 
Robertson, II and Cydni 
(Noah) Parker; 11 great 
grandchildren; Carter, 
Heidi, Olivia, Dolton, 
Leah, Charlotte, Jameson, 
Blake, Della, Walt, and Ivey. 
brother, Gregory Barbee; 
sister Mary Mooney and 

a host of nieces, nephews, 
family and friends. 

Jerome Jay 
Saimon Felix, 33
Jerome Jay Saimon Felix, 
age 33, of Cullman, Alabama 
passed away on Tuesday, 
July 9, 2024. Jerome loved 
to dance especially to 
Michael Jackson music. 
He loved and cared for 
everyone, even strangers. 
He loved to laugh and really 
enjoyed spending time and 
laughing with his family. 
Jerome was preceded in 
death by his father, Felix 
Felix. He is survived by his 
mother, Salome Saimon; 
only lil sister, Jamaica 
Felix (Jon Martin); only 
lil brother, Joshua Felix; 
his nephew, Laino Martin; 
multiple aunts, uncles, 
cousins, extended family 
members and a host of 
friends. Jerome's life will 
be celebrated on July 24, 
2024, at Moss Service 
Funeral Home from 1 
p.m. until 5 p.m. He will 
then return to Pohnpei, 
Micronesia to be buried in 
his family’s cemetery near 
the ancestors and family 
who loved him and have 
preceded him in death. 
To leave condolences 
for the family please 
visit mossservicefh.
com. Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing.

Lloyd ‘Sarge’ 

Erskin Goodwin, 93
Lloyd "Sarge " Erskin 
Goodwin, age 93, of 
Cullman, Alabama passed 
away on Monday, July 15, 
2024. Lloyd is preceded 
in death by his wife Betty 
Freeman Goodwin, parents 
Byrl Goodwin and Dovie 
Hicks Goodwin, two sisters, 
and seven brothers. Lloyd 
leaves behind his daughter 
Donna Goodwin (Lee) 
Brummett, sons Terry 
(Hilda) Goodwin, Barry 
(Shelia) Goodwin, and 
Mark (Laura) Goodwin, 
twelve grandchildren, and 
18 great-grandchildren. 
Justin Brummett, Madison 
Goodwin, Matthew 
Goodwin, Brian Goodwin, 
Jerrid Hyche, Timothy 
Goodwin, Nathan Sandlin, 
and Nelson Martin will 
serve as pallbearers. Lloyd 
was a devoted patriot 
whose unwavering love for 
his country was matched 
only by his deep affection 
for his cherished family. 
A visitation for Lloyd will 
be held Thursday, July 
18, 2024, from 6-8 p.m. 
at Moss-Service Funeral 
Home, 1901 Second Avenue, 
NW, Cullman, Alabama 
35055. A graveside service 
will occur Friday, July 
19, 2024, at 10 a.m. at 
Johnson Grove Cemetery, 
275 County Road 151, 
Bremen, AL 35033. 

William Michael 

Meems, 69
William Michael Weems, 
69, of Hanceville, Alabama, 
went peacefully to be with 
Jesus on Friday, July 12, 
2024. He was surrounded 
by his family and numerous 
loved ones. Mike grew up 
in Gardendale, where he 
met his wife of 50 years, 
Donna Weems.  He was 
a man who loved the 
Lord dearly and shared 
that love with anyone he 
encountered. Mike would 
want to remind us to, 
“Always Preach the gospel, 
if necessary, use Words!”
 He will be dearly missed 
by many and always 
remembered. Mike is 
survived by his wife, Donna 
(Freeman) Weems; son, 
Brandon (Erin) Weems; 
son, Thomas (Julie) Weems; 
and six grandchildren who 
love him dearly Rylee, 
Michael, Caden, David, 
Owen, and one on the way.  
A celebration of life will be 
held August 3rd. Family and 
friends are invited to join 
us at Crosshaven Church in 
Hanceville, Alabama, from 
4-6 p.m. to celebrate Mike’s 
cherished life. Crosshaven 
Church - 9131 U.S. Highway 
31 S, Hanceville, AL 35077 
His family asks that if 
you are so moved, you 
can make a donation to 
First Source for Women 
in his memory.  https://
f i r s t s o u r c e f o r w o m e n .
o r g / d o n a t e .

Opal Ann Latham, 85
Funeral services for Opal 
A. Latham, a beloved 
mother and grandmother, 
who left us peacefully 
on July 16, 2024, will be 
noon, Friday, July 19, at 
Hanceville Funeral Home 
Chapel. Interment will 
follow at Gibbs Chapel 
Cemetery in Blountsville, 
Alabama. Bro. Heath 
Riggs will be officiating 
services. A visitation will 
take place at Hanceville 
Funeral Home on Friday 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Opal 
was a pillar of strength, 
love, and kindness in our 
lives. She cherished her 
family above all, dedicating 
her life to nurturing and 
supporting her loved ones. 
Her home was a sanctuary 
of warmth, filled with 
laughter and cherished 
memories.  An avid reader, 
Opal found joy and solace 
in the pages of countless 
books. Her love for 
literature was a testament 
to her curious mind and 
enduring spirit. She 
often shared her favorite 
stories with her family, 
sparking imaginations 
and fostering a love for 
reading in her children and 
grandchildren. In addition 
to her literary passions, Ms. 
Latham had a remarkable 
talent for arranging flowers. 
Her floral creations were 
not just beautiful but also 
a reflection of her creative 

soul and appreciation for 
nature's beauty. She found 
happiness in crafting 
stunning bouquets that 
brightened her home and 
the lives of those around 
her.  Shopping was another 
of Opal's favorite pastimes. 
She had a keen eye for 
finding the perfect gifts 
for her loved ones, always 
knowing how to bring a 
smile to their faces with 
her thoughtful choices. 
Survivors include her 
daughter, Kristy Dyer 
(Brad); grandson, John 
King (Hannah); sister, 
Abbie Latham; sisters-
in-law, Myrtle Atchley, 
Gail Atchley, and many 
other relatives and friends 
who will forever cherish 
her memory.  She was 
preceded in death by 
her parents, Fred D. and 
Zunie Atchley; siblings, 
Ethelene Murphee, Royce 
Atchley, Sue Yancey, Travis 
Atchley, and Eddie Atchley. 
The family would like to 
send a warm and special 
’Thank You’ to the staff 
at Hanceville Nursing & 
Rehabilitation Center 
and Southern Care-New 
Beacon Hospice for the 
extended love, care and 
compassion that was 
expressed throughout Ms. 
Latham’s transition from 
her earthly home. Serving 
as pallbearers will be John 
King, Tony Atchley, Nicky 
Shelton and Blake Stewart.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Officers 
of the Cullman Police Depart-
ment, Cullman County Sher-
iff’s Office and Cullman Fire 
Rescue met Tuesday after-
noon and again on Wednes-
day to finalize plans for Rock 
the South 2024. The event 
will draw together resources 
of the three agencies along 
with Cullman EMS, Alabama 
Law Enforcement Agency 
(State Troopers), multiple 
volunteer fire departments 
from across the county, Gun-
tersville Police Department 
and the sheriff’s offices of 
Jackson, Madison, Marshall 
and Morgan counties.

Cullman’s resources in-
clude:

•	 Multiple officer teams at 
the venue while fully staffed 
regular city patrols continue
•	 Tactical teams prepared 
to disperse crowds and re-
spond to serious emergencies
•	 Sniper/observation units 
that can direct officer teams 
quickly to the location of an 
emergency
•	 CPD aviation to get 
people into and out of the 
venue quickly despite traffic 
issues
•	 11 Gator ATVs to help CFR 
paramedics get help inside 
quickly, and get patients out
•	 Cullman County Juvenile 
Probation staff on-site to deal 
with matters involving un-
derage guests
•	 Cullman city magistrates, 
many arrestees’ first contact 
with the court system, on-
site throughout the event, 

along with an onsite booking 
facility 
•	 Metal detectors at en-
trances

The following items are 
listed as prohibited from 
the venue:
•	 Aerosol cans
•	 Cameras or video camer-
as with removable lenses and 
flashes
•	 Umbrellas
•	 Coolers
•	 Outside food, beverages 
or alcohol
•	 Gifts for performers
•	 Laser pens or pointers, 
fireworks and flashlights
•	 Noise making devices or 
musical instruments
•	 Backpacks, strollers or 
seat cushions
•	 Poles, sticks or selfie 
sticks

•	 Skateboards, inline 
skates, scooters, bicycles or 
hoverboards
•	 Balls, frisbees or balloons
•	 Weapons, firearms, 
pepper spray, knives, pocket 
knives or mace.  A specific 
note was made that not even 
law enforcement officers can 
enter the venue armed unless 
they are working at the event.

According to the instructions 
given, “The items will have 
to be returned to your car 
or thrown away at the front 
gate.” 

Law enforcement officers 
were alerted to watch for 
and respond to prohibited 
behavior, including:
•	 Intoxication or other 
signs of alcohol impairment 
that results in irresponsible 

behavior
•	 Foul or abusive language, 
or obscene gestures
•	 Interference with the 
progress of the event presen-
tation or performance
•	 Failing to follow instruc-
tions of venue personnel
•	 Smoking
•	 Entering or attempting to 
enter restricted areas with-
out proper authorization or 
credentials
•	 Banners or signs that 
obstruct the view of guests, 
obscure advertising, contain 
objectionable subject matter 
or are commercial in nature

According to the instruc-
tions, “Event guests who vio-
late these provisions will be 
subject to ejection without 
a refund.” Removal of wrist-
bands and other credentials, 

followed by ejection, will be 
the primary response to im-
proper behavior, but law en-
forcement officers are autho-
rized to make arrests at their 
discretion, if a particular sit-
uation requires it. They were 
instructed to review depart-
mental policies concerning 
use of force and deployment 
of tasers. Personnel were 
also warned to be prepared 
for sudden noise during the 
sets of Hardy and Jelly Roll, 
as those sets are slated to in-
clude pyrotechnics.
	 Rock the South will take 
place July 18-20, at York 
Farms, 1872 County Road 
469, Cullman, AL 35057. 
Parking opens at noon each 
day, and concert gates open 
at 3 p.m. each day. Buy tickets 
and get more info at www.
RocktheSouth.com.

Departments (from Front)
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CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Commis-
sion at its meeting on July 
16 recognized the Cullman 
County Parks and Recreation 
team for its efforts during 
the recent Fourth of July and 
Bassmaster Classic Tourna-
ment events held at Smith 
Lake Park. 
	 “I want to thank the parks 
staff and Kenneth Cornelius 
our (Cullman County Parks 
and Recreation) director for 
all the hard work you and 
your staff have done,” said 
Cullman County Commis-
sion Chairman Jeff Clemons. 
	 The department was 
responsible for hosting the 
2024 TNT Fireworks Bass-
master Elite on June 27 and 
the Independence Day cele-
bration at Smith Lake Park 
on July 4. 
	 Clemons added, “Also, the 

fireworks festival July the 
Fourth – I was there help-
ing the County. We had a big 
crowd and there was a lot of 
work that went into that.” 
	 Cornelius shared details 
of the work that went into 
both events.  
	 Speaking of the Fourth of 
July festival, Cornelius said, 
“The biggest thing I want to 
make sure everyone under-
stands is this was a whole 
park effort – the parks and rec 
department, there was two 
from the (Cullman County 
Agricultural Trade Center) 
staff came, two from Sports-
man (Lake) came.
	 "Four staff from Stony 
Lonesome came that day 
and left two (employees) at 
Sportsman to man the whole 
park by themselves to be 
able to have that number of 
people there.
	 "Our parks staff, without 
them – I mean, being on the 
job a little over a month, I 

depended on them to get it 
all done and help to complete 
the task. 
	 "We did that with flying 
colors and I think everyone 
had a happy and safe Fourth 
of July.” 

In other business, the com-
mission: 
•	 Approved Resolution 
2024-30: Change speed limit 
to 30 mph on County Road 
1583 
•	 Approved Resolution 
2024-31: Change speed limit 
to 35 mph on County Road 
1621
•	 Announced a public hear-
ing for CARTS operations for 
2025 fiscal year 
•	 Approved Resolution 
2024-32: Authorize local 
matching funds for CARTS 
2025 FY and authorize 
Chairman to sign all related 
paperwork
•	 Approved Resolution 
2024-33: Authorize the filing 

of 5311 grant application and 
authorize Chairman to sign 
all related paperwork
•	 Approved Resolution 
2024-34: Authorize County 
Commission to submit grant 
application for  Recreational 
Trails
•	 Program grant program 
for cabins, storage facili-
ty and equipment at Stony 
Lonesome OHV Park in the 
amount $1,000,000 and au-
thorize Chairman to sign all 
related paperwork
•	 Authorized Chairman 
to sign 2024 FY Cullman 
County Rebuild Alabama 
Contractor Report
•	 Authorized EMA Direc-
tor to submit warehouse 
surplus property application 
to FEMA and State EMA 
to be placed into Cullman 
County Commission/Cull-
man County EMA name and 
authorize Chairman to sign 
all related paperwork
•	 Approved repair of Trane 

HVAC unit at the Cullman 
County Detention Center in 
the amount of$13,480
•	 Approved three-year 
subscription with ESRI for 
the Revenue Mapping Soft-
ware-cost $58,500 a year to 
be paid from the Reappraisal 
budget
•	 Approved the purchase of 
two 2024 Ford F-150 Super 
Crew 4×4 in the amount of 
$44,009 each
•	 Approved the surplus of 
a 2019 Jeep Compass from 
Revenue to be auctioned on 
Gov Deals or by any means 
necessary
•	 Approved preliminary 
plat North Vinemont Subdi-
vision. A minor subdivision 
containing nine Lots in Com-
mission District One. Subdi-
vision is located on County 
Road 1371, one mile north of 
Vinemont airport
•	 Approved preliminary 
plat Indian Springs Sub-
division. A minor subdivi-

sion containing five Lots in 
Commission District One. 
The subdivision is located 
on County Road 1367, 1 mile 
north of Vinemont airport
•	 Approved to Extend Bid 
1404 for gasoline and diesel 
to B&B Petroleum Products, 
LC
•	 Approved Bid 1466 for 
lawn care and maintenance 
at various locations to Pro 
Lawn
•	 Approved Bid 1467 for 
aggregate to Wiregrass Con-
struction Company, Inc, 
Vulcan Materials Company, 
and C.A. Langford Compa-
ny, Inc based on vicinity and 
availability

The next Cullman County 
Commission meeting will be 
Tuesday, Aug. 13. The work 
session begins at 4 p.m. in the 
commission meeting room 
with the meeting at 6.

County Commission recognizes work of parks and rec staff
Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — At the 
July 16 meeting of the Cull-
man County Commission, 
Cullman County Engineer 
Philip Widner updated the 
commissioners on the state 
of road equipment used by 
County road crews. The com-
mission is considering shift-
ing funds from the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
awarded from the federal 
government to replace and 
update old and damaged 
equipment. 

	 County Administrator 
John Bullard advised the 
commission that the Coun-
ty’s ARPA funds will expire at 
the close of the year.
	 Approximately $1 mil-
lion was earmarked for the 
Cullman County Agricultur-
al Trade Center renovation 
which was previously expect-
ed to begin in late 2024.
	 Due to plan changes and 
shifts in logistics, the project 
is now estimated to begin in 
2025. 
	 “Last week, the Chair-
man (Jeff Clemons) and 
John (Bullard) came out and 

we had a meeting with all 
of our supervisors and kind 
of looked at what our needs 
are. You are all aware that we 
need several pieces of equip-
ment,” shared Widner.
	 “Some of the equipment 
we have is 25, some of it is 30 
years old.
	 "So, they’re getting to the 
end of their life and its start-
ing to be a hindrance in the 
roads we need done.”
	 With the earmarked funds 
now available, Widner and 
Bullard have been crunching 
numbers to find the most 
financially sound option for 

replacing the County road 
department’s outdated and, 
quite literally, falling apart 
equipment. 
	 One of the department’s 
main needs, a paving ma-
chine, has been received and 
is in full operation through a 
loan of a machine, as the com-
mission had issued a letter of 
intent to purchase the equip-
ment at its June meeting.
	 With the paving machine 
locked in, Widner shared the 
other needs of the depart-
ment include one- and two-
man DuraPatchers, rollers, 
brooms, a shoulder machine 

and a few new tractors to 
tackle the nearly 4,000 miles 
the department mows and 
maintains on a daily and 
weekly basis. 
	 With the current machin-
ery in disrepair, crews have 
been falling behind in main-
taining vegetation on road-
ways and rights-of-way.
	 Clemons asked if there 
was a number of weeks that 
Widner would need to catch 
up with work, and Widner 
said it could take months in-
stead of weeks to regain the 
lost ground. 
	 “We probably need a 

couple of months to catch 
up,” Widner said.
	 “If you’ve got 2,000 miles 
of road you’re bushhogging 
4,000 miles.”
	 The commission made 
no move on the request from 
Widner and Bullard, choos-
ing to table the matter and 
discuss improvements and 
replacements at a later date. 
	 The next Cullman County 
Commission meeting will be 
Tuesday, Aug. 13.
	 The work session begins 
at 4 p.m. in the commission 
meeting room with the meet-
ing at 6.

Commission talks road equipment
Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com


