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Honoring Sydni’s legacy

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
second annual Sydni Helms-
Hipp Memorial Barrel Race 
is set to take place on Sept. 14, 
at the Cullman County Agri-
cultural Trade Center, with 
gates opening at 7 a.m. While 
this event will capture the 
essence of an entertaining 
and competitive day of barrel 
racing, it’s also a heartfelt 
tribute to the life and pas-
sions of Sydni Helms-Hipp, 
a young woman who deeply 
loved horses, barrel racing 
and serving her community 
through the fire department.
 “We wanted a way to keep 
Syd’s name and memory alive 
and what better way than 
through the things she loved,” 

Helms-Hipp’s mother, Loni 
Helms, shared. 
 Helms-Hipp’s journey 
with horses began at the 
tender age of 2 when she re-
ceived her first horse, Fred. 
This early love for her horse 
Fred would eventually turn 
into a passion for barrel 
racing when dear friends of 
the family, Kristie and Rich-
ard Martin, introduced her to 
the sport at the age of 8. The 
sport became a significant 
part of her life. 
 “We spent the next nine-
plus years at any show or 
rodeo Sydni could find. She 
even got her sister Sahara to 
fall in love with the horse life. 
The best thing was we always 
knew where and what our 
girls were doing because they 
needed us to get them there,” 

Helms shared. 
 Her dedication to the 
sport was evident when, after 
a serious injury at age 10 that 
required surgery, her first 
concern was whether she 
could still ride that weekend. 
 “Around the age of 10, Syd 
got hit by a gate putting one 
of the horses up and it cut her 
face all the way to the muscle. 
She had to have surgery to 
stitch it up. The very first 
thing out of her mouth when 
her eyes opened was, ‘Can I 
ride this weekend?’ She did 
in fact ride that weekend,” 
Helms said. 
 Helms-Hipp also had a 
deep commitment to help-
ing others, a trait she carried 
into her involvement with 
the fire department. Born 
into a family of 

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

The second annual Sydni Helms-Hipp Memorial Barrel Race is set to take place on Sept. 14, at 
the Cullman County Agricultural Trade Center, with gates opening at 7 a.m. Those interested 
in racing can sign up at Saddlebook.com. There will be a $5 gate fee for spectators.

CONTRIBUTED

Gunshot wounds and carjacking 
incident under investigation in Cullman 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Authori-
ties are investigating a shoot-
ing and carjacking incident 
that ended at the intersection 
of U.S. Highway 278 and U.S. 
Highway 31 Sunday, Sept. 1, 
leaving two hospitalized. The 
incident began on County 
Road 463.

 The Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) and 
Cullman Police Department 
(CPD) were on on-site all af-
ternoon and into the evening 
processing the scene. 
 CCSO Lt. Chad Whaley 
reported that two individuals 
were transported to area hos-
pitals with gunshot wounds, 
including the victim and sus-
pect. 

 A third suspect was being 
sought in connection with 
the incident.
 However, the third sus-
pect in question, labeled by 
a local political blog as a His-
panic male with a backpack 
running from the scene, ap-
pears to not be involved. At 
this time, there appears to 
be nothing linking him to the 
crime. 
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Vinemont won Saturday’s Wee-Wee 
game over West Point 30-0.

Cullman County Youth 
Football week 1 scoring recap

» PAGE 3

GAUGE DAY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The annual Sweet Tater Festival was held 
Sept. 1-2, 2024, at Smith Lake Park.

Tater-tastic!

» PAGE 5

JESSICA WALDROP

There was a large law enforcement presence at the intersection 
of U.S. Highway 278 and U.S. Highway 31 Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024.
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Suspect identified 
in shooting

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Office 
and Cullman County District 
Attorney’s Office in a press 
conference on Wednesday, 
Sept. 4, identified the suspect 
in a shooting that occurred 
Sunday, Sept. 1.  
 Sheriff Matt Gentry iden-
tified the suspect as a man 
who is in the country illegally. 
Abel Medardo Sacrab-Chen, 

21, of Guatemala, has been 
charged with first-degree 
robbery, with the possibility 
of additional charges. 
 According to District 
Attorney Champ Crocker, 
Sacrab-Chen stabbed the 
unnamed victim, a 36-year 
veteran, who was meeting the 
suspect to purchase a trailer. 
Crocker said it turned into a 
shooting and carjacking inci-
dent. 
 “The American veteran, 
a law-abiding citizen, was at-

tempting to purchase some-
thing online and traveled to 
Brunner Street in Cullman to 
meet the seller,” Gentry said. 
“Thankfully he was carrying 
a firearm on Sunday and that 
was what saved his life. The 
bad guy told him to give him 
his money and put a knife to 
his throat. The victim was a 
veteran and tactically aware, 
so he shot him. The bad guy 
was an illegal alien and had 
only been in Cullman for a 
few months. He 

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

Cullman County District Attorney Champ Crocker (left) and Cullman County Sheriff 
Matt Gentry (right) are seen at a press conference on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024.
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Maddux sentenced to 99 
years in murder of stepfather
CULLMAN, Ala. — Wil-
liam Thomas Maddux, 34, of 
Cullman County, on Sept. 3, 
2024, was sentenced to 99 
years in prison for the Nov. 
12, 2017, shooting death of his 
stepfather, Perry Shoemake, 
according to Cullman County 
District Attorney Champ 

Crocker. A Cullman County 
jury found Maddux guilty of 
murder on June 28, 2024.
 Following the four-day 
trial back in June, Crocker 
thanked the jury for their 
service and also thanked the 
Cullman Police Department, 
which he said did a great job 
on the case, from the first offi-
cer on scene to the investiga-
tors.

 “Our law enforcement 
was under constant attack 
in this trial, but their profes-
sionalism prevailed,” Crock-
er said.
 “It was an honor to work 
with Mr. Shoemake’s family 
to achieve justice. I didn’t 
know Perry Shoemake, but I 
will never forget him.”
 Shoemake, 56, of Cull-
man, was pro-

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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Sept. 7 » PAGE 2

CONTRIBUTED

Before a previous Empty Bowls event, local potters create 
hand-crafted bowls; left to right are Sandra Heaven, 
Lynn Jetton, Gil Bachmann, Mae Dawsey, 
Lucy Williamson and Marie Rhodes.

Empty Bowls 2025 
seeking volunteers 
with full hearts

» PAGE 5

CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

William 
Thomas 

Maddux in 
2017 »
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New programs at 
downtown library

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
main branch of the Cull-
man County Public Library 
System (CCPLS) is known 
for books, fun and its weekly 
community programs for pa-
trons of all ages, abilities and 
imaginations. 
	 Programs such as Knit-
ting, Crafternoon and Chil-
dren’s Storytime are consis-
tent and longtime favorites 
at the library, while newer 
programs like Book Art and 
Yoga have begun to take over 
the scene. 
	 “We will have several 
new and returning programs 
starting back in September,” 
shared CCPLS Assistant Di-
rector Shelby Creekmore. 
	 In an effort to keep vis-
itors in the library, staff 
members have been busy 

brainstorming and setting 
in motion plans for new pro-
grams along with the return 
of the community favorite 
Lego Club. 
	 Lego Club will return on 
Sept. 9 at 3:30 p.m., just in 
time for tweens and teen to 
join the STEM fun at the li-
brary. The club will meet each 
Monday at the same time and 
complete various challeng-
es using Legos and critical 
thinking skills. 
	 Children’s Storytime will 
continue each Tuesday at 10 
a.m. with a weekly story and 
craft, beginning Sept. 10. 
	 Teen Tuesdays is a new 
monthly teen program, be-
ginning Sept. 24, catered to 
teens with specialized crafts, 
games and snacks. Teens will 
meet on the fourth Tuesday 
of the month at 3:30 p.m. 
	 Saturday Family Pro-
grams are a new addition to 

the library’s schedule. Once 
a month, the library hopes to 
bring families together for an 
afternoon of family fun and 
togetherness through crafts, 
games and laughter. On Sept. 
21 and Oct. 19, the CCPLS will 
host a Saturday Family Pro-
gram. 
	 Said Creekmore, “One 
Saturday per month, we will 
have a program designed for 
all ages and groups! In Sep-
tember, we will have a puzzle 
tournament and in October 
we will have Hocus Pocus 
Trivia.”
	 For more information 
about the CCPLS or its 
programs, visit the Cull-
man County Public Library 
System Facebook page or 
email cullmanpubliclibrary@
gmail.com. 
	 The CCPLS main branch 
is located at 200 Clark St. NE 
in Cullman. 

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Heather Allen, library aide and storytime instructor, encourages children to play 
with a felt mouse at the library’s weekly storytime on Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023.
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Cullman City Schools: School safety, 
partnership with CPD remain priority

CULLMAN, Ala. — As part 
of a recent shift in responsi-
bilities, Cullman City Schools 
is ensuring its focus on school 
and student safety remains a 
top priority. 
	 Mark Stephens, who pre-
viously served as an assistant 
principal at Cullman High 

School, has transitioned into 
a new role as districtwide co-
ordinator of student affairs. 
Now based in the central 
office, Stephens is responsi-
ble for districtwide athletics 
(a hat he also wore as assis-
tant principal), as well as 
school safety and transporta-
tion.
	 With a key focus on safety 
before the school year began, 

the district collaborated with 
the City of Cullman’s Direc-
tor of Public Safety, Brian 
Bradberry, to strengthen 
working relationships with 
local first responders.
	 "I can't express enough 
the gratitude to the City of 
Cullman. Director Bradber-
ry’s office has been wide open 
and they have worked hard to 
meet our needs,” 

Staff Reports
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Discover High Tunnel Farming: 
Free workshop for veterans and 
beginners Sept. 19 » PAGE 6
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United Way volunteers from REHAU work together on 
projects at Hope Horses during 2021’s Day of Caring.

United Way Day of 
Caring coming Sept. 10

» PAGE 3

GUY HUNT LIBRARY

The Guy Hunt Library will hold a Used Book 
Market Sept. 27-28 at Holly Pond Town Hall.

Guy Hunt Library to 
host Used Book Market

» PAGE 6

CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS

Mark 
Stephens »
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Sept. 6

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Sept. 6, 2024. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
Sept. 2
•	 domestic violence; CR 715
•	 criminal mischief; CR 486
•	 domestic violence; CR 715
•	 dog bite; Weeks Cir.
•	 criminal mischief; CR 787
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1354
•	 theft of property; CR 1084
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1386
•	 sell/distribute drugs; pos-
session of dangerous drugs; 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia; 2nd Ave. SW

Sept. 3
•	 harassing communica-
tions; CR 984
•	 criminal mischief; Mu-
nicipal Dr.
•	 theft of property; CR 1659
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; possession of drug par-
aphernalia; Eva Rd. NE
•	 violation of protection 
order; CR 1141
•	 theft of property; CR 1476
•	 menacing; CR 1545
•	 violation of elder abuse; 
CR 1170
•	 criminal mischief; Com-
mercial St. SE
•	 assault; CR 447
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1094
•	 criminal mischief; at-
tempt to elude law enforce-
ment officer; CR 672

Sept. 4
•	 criminal mischief; Hwy. 
278E
•	 interference with a do-
mestic violence emergency 
call; CR 437
•	 violation of protection 
order; CR 1025
•	 harassment; CR 714
•	 harassing communica-

tions; Hwy. 69N
•	 harassment; US. 31
•	 unauthorized use of 
motor vehicle; CR 872

ARRESTS
Sept. 2-4
Adamson, Michael D.; 39
•	 FTA – illegal possession 
of prescription drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA – promote prison 
contraband (drugs)
•	 FTA – carrying brass 
knuckles/sling shot

Alexander, Natosha J.; 41
•	 BAIL JUMPING 2 – pos-
session of methamphetamine
•	 BAIL JUMPING 2 – pos-
session of drug paraphernalia
•	 BAIL JUMPING 2 – pos-
session of marijuana-2nd 
degree

Bumpus, Blake R.; 32
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree

Crawford, Hilary P.; 47
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – theft-shoplifting, 
less than $500

Edwards, Donald L.; 66
•	 FTA – driving while li-
cense suspended

Emmert, Drew C.; 34
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family

Emmert, Sarah P.; 34
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family

Fairbanks, Jeffrey D.; 58
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – auto theft
•	 FTA – driving while sus-
pended, revoked, or cancelled
•	 FTA – operating vehicle 
without insurance

Harris, Sarah E.; 47
•	 GJ – assault-child 
abuse-simple-family

Holcomb, Matthew S.; 43
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Lee, Ellesha C.; 41
•	 FTA – illegal possession 
of prescription drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA – promote prison 
contraband (drugs)
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Little, Danny A.; 45
•	 criminal mischief – dam-
aged property
•	 attempting to elude a 
police officer
•	 public intoxication

Montgomery, Christopher 
E.; 37
•	 FTA – driving while sus-
pended, revoked, or cancelled

Patterson, Christopher F.; 
56
•	 violation of an elder abuse 
protection order

Philyaw, Dereck D.; 36
•	 violation of a domestic 
violence protection order

Smith, Blake S.; 35
•	 JUDGES ORDER – pos-
session of drug paraphernalia
•	 JUDGES ORDER – pos-
session of marijuana-2nd 
degree
•	 JUDGES ORDER – pos-
session of dangerous drugs

Thomas, Richard F.; 49
•	 assault-simple assault

Whitaker, Brian K.; 43
•	 FTA – assault-domestic 
violence-3rd degree 
•	 FTA – criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree

Wimbs, William J.; 49
•	 sell/distribute metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 sell/distribution of dan-
gerous drugs

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Sept. 4
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering of motor vehicle; 
person; tire; $360
•	 duty upon striking un-

attended vehicle; person; 
damage to ’17 Ford Mustang; 
$1,000; Pear Dr. NW
•	 menacing; person; Main 
Ave. SW
•	 theft by deception-4th 
degree; person; cash; $235

ARRESTS
Sept. 4
Alexander, Natosha J.; 41
•	 FTA – criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree
•	 FTA – run red light
•	 FTA – driving without li-
cense

Wimbs, William J.; 49
FTA – driving while license 
revoked (2 counts)

Waldrop, Wesley A.; 50
•	 FTA – speeding 

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor
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Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!
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C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7
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Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider “Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

This ad is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $3,686,987 

with 100 percent funding by ACL/HHS.  The contents are those of the author(s) and do not neces-
sarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

YOUR HEALTH

YOUR STATUS

YOUR BEST LIFE
For more information on HIV/AIDS such as testing, treatment, and 

services, visit alabamapublichealth.gov/hiv/testing.html. 
For information on PrEP, visit alabamapublichealth.gov/hivprep.html.

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

Partnership (from Front)



3THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
SEPTEMBER 7, 2024

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
SEPTEMBER 7, 2024 COMMUNITY MATTERS

The Cullman Tribune  
Cullman County's Oldest Business, Serving the area since 1874 Publication 

Number    USPS-139-700 
Telephone: 256-739-1351    Fax: 1-256-739-4422 

Humble	Roots,	LLC	
Published daily Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 219 2nd Avenue SE, Cullman, 

Alabama 35055 Entered as periodical material at the Cullman Post
Office Periodical postage paid at Cullman, Alabama 35055 

POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS CHANGE TO:	
The Cullman Tribune 

219 Second Avenue SE 
Cullman, Alabama 35055 

Email Address: robin@cullmantribune.com 

ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
CChheeyyeennnnee  SShhaarrpp  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

GGaauuggee  DDaayy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  

SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  

RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

 
 
 

 

Wallace State Community 
 College-Hanceville has the 
 following open positions: 

 

   For more information, please contact 
the Human Resources Department at 256-

352-8029.  
 

Wallace State Community College is an 
equal opportunity employer.  EOE 

 

 
 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon 
and 1-3:30 p.m. We are located at 
1503 Second St. SW, Cullman, AL 
35055 (in the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support 
Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Alabama 
Career Center, 1201 Katherine St. 
NW in Cullman. Contact Olivia 
Wade, case manager, at 256-389-
2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Baileyton 
fire station next to the town’s park. 
Beauty and health products, toys, 
home goods, pet items, food and 
many everyday items. A donation 
of $20 will allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a shopper can 
fill a large box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some 
restrictions and product limits 
on the items. Cash and checks ac-
cepted. Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Alco-
holics Anonymous has open AA 
meetings (all are welcome) Mon-
days and Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. 
at the Carriage House, located next 
to Grace Episcopal Church, 305 
Arnold St. NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 1650 
St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cullman
• Mondays-Fridays- Free hot 
meals for children Mondays 11 
a.m.-noon, Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. and 
Wednesdays-Fridays 11 a.m.-noon. 
Cullman Housing Authority Com-
munity Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW. Please call Kristie 256-636-
5362 for more information. Eat 
in or take out. Sponsored by Kids 
Loving Kids, Raising Arrows Min-
istry and Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birthday Bless-
ings serves children ages 1-18 in 
need of assistance to celebrate 
their birthdays. Register your child 

and pick up a birthday box with 
cake mix, icing, sprinkles, decora-
tions and toys! Pickup is the last 
weekend of the month. Saturday 
(5100 Curry Highway Suite 100-B 
Jasper, AL 35504) from 3-5 p.m. 
or the last Sunday of the month at 
Spirit Life Church Cullman from 
12:30-1 p.m.  Birth certificate is 
required at the time of box pickup. 
Register at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. For 
more information, text or call 205-
717-7478. 
• Saturday, Sept. 7 - 8 a.m. Men's 
Breakfast and 10 a.m. Foundry 
Outreach Ministry
• Sunday, Sept. 8 - 9 a.m. Van runs 
in the 5 Points Area. Call Betty 
Hays at 256-930-9680 for pickup. 
Breakfast at 9:30. Bible study 
classes for children, youth and 
adults at 10. Praise and worship 
and message by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd at 11.          
• Sunday, Sept. 8 - 5 p.m. Healing 
Service                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 Ala-
bama Highway 157. CLOSED liter-
ature study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the Donald 
E. Green Adult Active Center, 
1625 Cleveland Ave. SW. The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss and man-
agement through weekly meetings 
providing information, account-
ability, support and encourage-
ment where you make the changes 
that make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by someone 
else’s addiction. We offer Help by 
sharing our experiences, strength 
and hope. We carry the message 
of hope by letting others know that 
they are not alone by practicing 
the 12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. We 
Respect Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious one, but 
a spiritual way of life. Meetings 
will be held at The Ruehl Building 

(Family Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings at 6 
p.m. Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don or 
Nancy McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more infor-
mation. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected by 
alcoholism. The Cullman Seren-
ity Al-Anon Group meets each 
Monday at noon at 1519 St. Joseph 
Dr. NE. There is also a Zoom 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
The Courage to Change Al-Anon 
Family Group meets on Thurs-
days at 6 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church at 305 Arnold St. NE in the 
Carriage House, located between 
the church and the Arnold House 
on the corner. For more informa-
tion call 256-734-2231 or 256-531-
4429.

Master's Hand Food Pantry at 
The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Baileyton Masonic Lodge Pan-
cake Breakfast
Saturday, Sept. 7. Breakfast will 
include pancakes, sausage, coffee 
and milk or juice for the children. 
Serving will begin at 6:30 a.m. and 
continue until 9. Donations only. 
Proceeds will be used on commu-
nity projects. Thank you for your 
support.

Cullman Chapter of the Na-
tional Association of Retired 
and Active Federal Employees 
Meeting
Monday, Sept. 9, at The Golden 
Corral Buffet. Dutch lunch at 11 
a.m. and meeting at noon. Guest 
speaker will be the director of 
Victim Services, Jessica Atchley. 
Members and nonmembers wel-
come.

Cullman County Soil & Water 
Conservation District Quarterly 
Board Meeting
Tuesday, Sept. 10, at 9:30 a.m. at 
the USDA Service Center, 501 

Fourth St. SW, Cullman, AL 35055.

“Christmas In September” Sale
Sacred Heart Altar Society and 
Knights of Columbus are sponsor-
ing a “Christmas In September” 
Sale on Saturday, Sept. 21, begin-
ning at 7 a.m. in the Sacred Heart 
Family Life Center. Proceeds will 
benefit the St. Vincent DePaul 
Food Pantry in Cullman. Current-
ly, the groups are taking donations 
of gently used decorations for the 
sale. They will accept any items 
used to decorate homes for any 
season or holiday. Deadline to 
donate is Thursday, Sept. 19. Dona-
tions may dropped off at the Sacred 
Heart Church Office in the Altar 
Society Office. If you have a larger 
contribution, please call or text 
Vevyette Crane at 256-682-6960 
to make arrangements. For more 
information, contact Vevyette 
Crane, Altar Society coordinator 
at the number listed above, or Dan 
Crane, K of C coordinator at 256-
520-6095.

Save the Date: Little Pink Dress 
Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 1, from 6-9 p.m. at 
The Venue at Cotton Creek. Hand-
icapped parking at north entrance. 
Doors open at 5:30. A night of fun 
with dinner included, Active Adult 
Senior Kickers, Wallace State Jazz 
Band, live and silent auctions, door 
prizes and much more! Ticket are 
$60. Tickets available through 
Stefani Nelson at 256-708-3191 
or snelson@alfains.com or Judy 
Grissom at Options at 256-347-
5993 or options5993@gmail.com 
and www.CullmanBosomBuddies.
com. 

Sacred Heart Oktoberfest 
Dinner
This year’s dinner will be held in 
the church’s Family Life Center 
on Wednesday, Oct. 2, beginning 
at 4 p.m. The dinners are available 
for dining in or drive through/take 
out and the cost of the dinner is 
$15. The dinner features a tradi-
tional German menu of bratwurst, 
German potato salad, sauerkraut, 
green beans, applesauce, bread 
and a homemade dessert. The 
meat used in the dinner comes 
from Brickyard Meats in Cullman, 
which is owned by a family of pa-
rishioners.

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Sept. 6

Partnership (from Front)
Stephens said. “We wanted to 
go above and beyond check-
ing compliance boxes, and 
we truly want to put every 
resource available to ensure 
that our students feel safe at 
school.”
	 Stephens said he has 
worked with local police and 
fire and rescue on wayfinding 
drills, which help provide a 
baseline of familiarity for 
school facilities among first 
responders. That led to doing 
two days of familiarization 
with local first responders, 
with almost every potential 
first responder having now 
fully toured Cullman City 
Schools’ campuses to gain 
familiarity with the campus 
footprints.
	 “With our construction 
and much needed renova-
tions, this will continue to be 
an ongoing process. However, 
we feel that in the need for 
response, coupled with great 
communication, this will en-
hance their ability to respond 
in a quick, efficient manner,” 
Stephens said. “Additional-
ly, it is important to get the 

perspective and feedback of 
those who actually serve as 
those boots on the ground, 
and we make sure to listen 
to those professionals to see 
what we can learn from their 
experience.”
	 He continued, “It is es-
sential to recognize the Cull-
man City School Board and 
Superintendent Kyle Kall-
hoff for proactively working 
to ensure that we were in 
compliance with the School 

Security Act before it was 
signed into law. Part of the 
bill requires school systems 
to have the school safety co-
ordinator stationed at the 
central office being able to di-
rectly communicate with the 
superintendent. The good 
news is that our administra-
tors at the local schools do an 
outstanding job not only with 
planning, but implementing 
school safety plans.”
	 Cullman City Schools 

works with the City of Cull-
man for an integrated re-
sponse plan across police, fire 
and dispatch, with protocols 
created to ensure everyone 
knows their roles and duties 
in the event of a crisis.
	 “Planning and response 
is such an important part of 
school security,” Stephens 
said. “Staying diligent and 
working as hard as we can on 
prevention will always be the 
best course of action.”

Caring (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
United Way of Cullman 
County’s (UWCC) annual 
Day of Caring will take place 
Tuesday, Sept. 10. The day 
brings volunteers together to 
tackle projects for the non-
profit’s partner agencies.  
	 The partner agencies the 
UWCC supports are vital re-
sources in the community, 
serving residents in a variety 
of ways. 
	 "Day of Caring is an un-
forgettable, hands-on expe-
rience. You have the opportu-
nity to actively improve our 
community while spending 
quality time with co-workers 
and community volunteers,” 
said UWCC Executive Direc-
tor Stephanie Childers. “It's 
a great way to witness your 
donations to the United Way 
Campaign at work in our 
community.”
	 Day of Caring 2024 has 
various projects lined up, in-
cluding landscaping, painting 
and interior organizational 
tasks.
	 As of press time, the non-
profit still had many open 
spots for volunteers to make 
a difference in the commu-

nity and the lives of its resi-
dents. 
	 Seven volunteers are 
needed at Cullman Regional 
Hospice for lawn care and 
ramp repair. 
	 Four volunteers are 
needed to organize and assist 
the North Alabama Agriplex. 
	 Ten volunteers are 
needed at Restoring Women 
Outreach for landscaping. 
	 Five volunteers are 
needed at the Cold Springs 
Elementary School Outdoor 
Classroom.  
	 “The Day of Caring is 
a powerful reminder that 
when we come together as a 
community, our combined 
efforts can create a lasting 
impact. It’s not just about 
volunteering for a day – it’s 
about fostering connections, 
strengthening our bonds and 
working toward a common 
goal of making our communi-
ty a better place for all," said 
UWCC Day of Caring Orga-
nizer Morgan Dingler. 
	 To sign up to volunteer 
for UWCC Day of Caring, 
or get information about 
start times and meeting 
location, visit https://ti-
nyurl.com/UWDOC2024 or 
contact Morgan Dingler at 
mdingler@uwaycc.org. 

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com
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HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 
Wallace State Men’s and 
Women’s Cross Country 
teams delivered strong per-
formances at the 18th Annual 
JSU Foothills Invitational on 
Aug. 30 at Choccolocco Park 
in Oxford. Competing against 
a deep field, the men’s team 
secured a fourth place finish 
out of 19 teams, while the 
women’s team claimed eighth 
place out of 20 teams in their 
respective 5K races.

Men’s Team Top Five Fin-
ishers
Freshman Tyler Anthony of 
Fort Payne led the charge 
for the men’s team, fin-
ishing 12th overall with a 
time of 15:42.16. Freshman 
Elliot Denard of Springville 
followed with a 21st-place 
finish, clocking in at 15:47.04. 
Sophomore Luke Kennedy 
of Huntsville crossed the 
finish line in 15:53.27 to take 
25th place. Freshman Daniel 
Leija of Albertville finished 
33rd with a time of 16:04.60. 
Sophomore David Robles of 
Springville finished 35th with 
a time of 16:07.24.

Women’s Team Top Five 
Finishers
On the women’s side, fresh-
man Grace Gosline of Arab 
led the Lions, finishing 
37th overall with a time of 
20:02.63. Freshman Reagan 
Parris of Bremen followed 
closely, placing 40th with 
a time of 20:06.40. Sopho-
more Eden Brumer of Fort 
Thomas, Ky., finished 44th 
with a time of 20:20.90. Soph-
omore Kendall Harbison of 
Cullman placed 47th with a 
time of 20:29.44. Sophomore 
Claire Deaton of Madison 

finished 60th with a time of 
20:53.64.
	 With strong placements 
at the JSU Foothills Invita-
tional, both the men’s and 
women’s cross country teams 
have set a solid foundation 
for the rest of the season. The 
teams look to build on this 
momentum as they prepare 
for the University of Mon-
tevallo Falcon Classic on 
Sept. 6, held at the University 
of Montevallo Cross Coun-
try Course. The women's 5K 
begins at 7:30 p.m. and the 
men's 8K at 8:15 p.m.

Wallace State vs. Cleve-
land State Community Col-
lege on Aug. 29 (3 – 1)
The Wallace State Volley-
ball team claimed a victory 
against Cleveland State Com-
munity College on Aug. 29.
	 Freshman Kailey Dicker-
son of Alexandria led the of-
fensive charge with 14 kills on 
42 attempts, adding five ser-
vice aces and three digs. Her 
powerful serves and consis-
tent attacking were key fac-
tors in the Lions' dominant 
performance. Dickerson is 
currently ranked first in the 
NJCAA Division 2 rankings 
for most kills, with 151 kills 
across 10 matches, averaging 
3.77 kills per set.
	 Sophomore Chloe Jack-
son of Athens contributed 10 
kills with a .500 hitting per-
centage, providing stability 
and efficiency on the court. 
Jackson's experience was 
evident as she helped guide 
the team through challenging 
moments.
	 Freshman Molly Shiflett 
from Corner also had a strong 
showing, recording 10 kills 
and nine digs, along with two 
service aces. Shiflett's all-
around play made an impact 
in both offense and defense.

	 Freshman Ali Price of 
Rainsville orchestrated the 
Lions’ offense with 25 as-
sists, while also contributing 
five digs. Price's distribution 
allowed multiple players to 
contribute effectively, keep-
ing the Cleveland State de-
fense off balance.
	 Freshman Rachel Meck-
lenburg of Madison show-
cased her versatility with 
seven kills, 13 assists and six 
digs, playing a crucial role in 
both setting up attacks and 
defending.
	 Defensively, freshman 
Amelia Fowler of Sardis City 
added eight digs and one 
service ace, while freshman 
Ava Calvarese of Fairview 
chipped in with six digs and 
one kill. Freshman Abby Mc-
Donald of Cullman also made 
her presence felt with seven 
digs, bolstering the Lions' 

backcourt defense.

Wallace State vs. Itawam-
ba Community College at 
Chattanooga State Invita-
tional on Aug. 30 (3-1)
The Wallace State Volleyball 
team won against Itawamba 
Community College on Aug. 
30, during the Chattanooga 
State Invitational, building 
on their early season record 
with a strong performance.
	 Freshman Kailey Dick-
erson of Alexandria led the 
Lions with 15 kills on 43 at-
tempts, adding eight digs to 
her stat line. Her aggressive 
play at the net was instru-
mental in Wallace State’s win.
	 Sophomore Chloe Jack-
son of Athens also contrib-
uted significantly, recording 
11 kills and four block assists. 
Jackson’s ability to perform 
under pressure helped the 

Lions maintain their mo-
mentum.
	 Freshman Rachel Meck-
lenburg from Madison 
showed her versatility on the 
court, tallying nine kills, eight 
digs and two assists.
	 Freshman Molly Shiflett 
of Corner chipped in with 
six kills and one block assist, 
playing a vital role in the 
team’s overall success.
	 Freshman Ali Price of 
Rainsville orchestrated of-
fensively with 40 assists and 
nine digs. Price's distribu-
tion was key in setting up the 
Lions’ attack throughout the 
match.
	 Defensively, sophomore 
Valerie Rodriguez of Kis-
simmee, Fla., led with 11 digs 
while adding five kills on 
five attempts, showing her 
efficiency with a hitting per-
centage of 1.000. Freshman 

Amanda Monge of Daven-
port, Fla. contributed 10 digs 
and three kills.
	 Wallace State demon-
strated resilience with a 
strong roster, bouncing back 
from a third-set loss to clinch 
the match in the fourth set. 
The team will look to carry 
this momentum into the 
away match against Gadsden 
State Community College on 
Sept. 4.
	 The Lady Lions open their 
home season at Traditions 
Bank Arena in Tom Drake 
Coliseum on Sept. 6 against 
Northeast Mississippi Com-
munity College at 1 p.m. and 
Itawamba Community Col-
lege at 5 p.m. during the Ala-
bama/Mississippi Crossover 
Tournament hosted by Wal-
lace State. 
	 The Wallace State Volley-
ball team is currently 6-4.

Special to The Tribune
WSCC

WSCC ATHLETICS ROUNDUP

Cross Country teams shine at JSU Foothills 
Invitational; Volleyball wins away matches

WALLACE STATE

Wallace State’s Men’s Cross Country team finished fourth at this weekend JSU Foothills Invitational.

BREMEN, Ala. — Kenady 
Graves is a senior at Cold 
Springs High School this 
season and in this interview, 
she talked about the impact 
Goad has made in her life. 
She also shared some of her 
favorite Bible verses and 
shared how much it means 
to her to be able to help other 
people find God.
	 "God has impacted my 
life in every way. He has 
shown me unconditional 
love and grace through ab-
solutely everything, and He 
continues to do so every 
single day," Graves said. "My 
favorite verse would definite-
ly have to be Psalms 55:22. I 
came across this verse during 
a time I really needed it. This 
verse means so much to me, 
because it talks about casting 
your cares to the Lord, and 
it's a daily reminder in my 
life that no matter how big 
or small my cares/worries 
are, God is not asking me to 
handle them alone. We are 
so blessed to serve a God who 
is bigger than anything we 
face.”
	 "I think helping someone 
find God is the most loving 
thing you could do for them. 
God is not only my creator, 
but my comforter, and I pray 
that everyone should get to 
know Him and have a rela-
tionship with Him, because 
He is my everything. So many 
people look to the world for 
answers, happiness, peace, 
etc., and they may even be-
lieve that they have found 
these things in the world, but 
everything on this Earth is 
temporary, and only the Lord 
can satisfy us. If someone 
finds God, they have found 
everything they need."
	 Graves has helped out at 
a couple of different events 
and felt blessed to be a part 

of those. Being that Godly 
role model for a lot of people 
means the world to her.
	 "One of my favorite things 
that I've done has been help-
ing out at the Field of Mira-
cles. All of the people there 
are so amazing and just such 
a blessing to be around. They 
are some of the sweetest 
people you'll ever meet, and 
they all have such wonderful 
personalities. I also recent-
ly helped with my church's 
vacation Bible school, and 
I really enjoyed that. I love 
being with kids and getting 
to help them during VBS was 
such a blessing," she said. 
"It means so much to me. I 
know that people, especially 
kids, watch and pay attention 
to the way we live, and it's 
so important to set a good 
example. God's children are 
called to be different. Wheth-
er we realize it or not, people 
are watching the way we live 
our lives, and as Christians, 
we are representing the Lord. 
It's important that we lead 
others to the Lord through 
our actions rather than away 
from them."
	 She has several role 
models that she looks up to 
and feels blessed to have in 
her life.
	 "I'm blessed to have mul-
tiple Godly role models in my 
life. I have the best parents 
and family in the world that 
have been telling me about 
Jesus for all of my life. My 
mom and dad have not only 
told me about God, but they 
have also shown me what it 
means/what it looks like to 
follow Him and keep Him 
in the center of everything. 
My grandmother has always 
been a huge role model in my 
life, and now more than ever, 
she has shown me what true 
strength and confidence in 
the Lord is. She has battled 
so much and has never let 
any of it shake her faith in 

the Lord. I also have the best 
friends in the world, and they 
have taught me so much. My 
friends have taught me to let 
go of things and truly surren-
der to God. They have shown 
me that I should live my life 
without letting fear getting in 
the way, and they have been 
right by my side through ev-
erything."
	 Graves gave some advice 
to those people that want a 
relationship with God but are 
having trouble doing that.
	 "My advice to anyone 
wanting a relationship with 
God would be to just re-
member that everyone starts 
somewhere and that every-
one has their own journey/
testimony. Surround your-
self with good people that 
love the Lord and push your-
self closer to Him. Prayer is 
so powerful, and there's no 
specific way that you have 
to do it. Just tell God what's 
on your heart and invite 
Him into your life. Reading 
God's word will tell you how 
exactly how God calls us to 
live and tells the good news 
of our savior Jesus Christ. I 
would also recommend find-
ing a church that's a good fit 
for you. God calls us to fel-
lowship, and fellowshipping 
with other believers can help 
you with your own walk with 
Christ in many ways."
	 She shared some of the 
traditions that she partici-
pates in her with church and 
teammates and being around 
players that love God as well 
has helped her out a lot.
	 "This past season, we 
were blessed to have our local 
churches come and speak 
to the athletes before each 
home game, and we would 
also say a prayer before each 
game. Being around other 
people that love God helps 
me out a lot when it comes 
to growing my relationship 
with God. Being around them 

and seeing how they treat 
others and live their lives, 
that taught me so much, and 
it really helped me grow in 
my faith," she said. "Some-
thing that God has been 
really laying on my heart and 
teaching me lately is to truly 
surrender to Him and stop 
trying to handle things on my 
own. Most of the time, I don't 
even realize that I'm trying 
to take matters into my own 
hands.
	 "Sometimes, I catch 
myself worrying about things 
that I've already prayed and 
talked to God about. Once 
you have given something to 
God, don't try to take it back. 
God doesn't tell us we have 
to handle anything on our 
own. Instead, He wants us to 
bring all of our cares to Him 
and let our battles belong 
to Him. I've learned that, 
thanks to God and His love 
for me, I don't have to live in 
fear. God has taught me that 
He is greater than anything 
we face, and that through our 
trials, we should fully surren-
der to Him."

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

FAITH

‘Helping someone find God is the most loving thing you could do for 
them’: Cold Springs’ Kenady Graves discusses her relationship with God

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cold Springs’ Kenady Graves (35)

LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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DOWN AND 
LET'S MAKE 
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Although overall 
duck numbers are 
up in the latest 
Waterfowl Breed-

ing Population and Habitat 
Survey, those waterfowlers 
who hunt the special teal 
season better plan to take 
full advantage of this year’s 
early season of 16 days, set 
for Sept. 14-29. 
	 Seth Maddox of the 
Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources’ (ADCNR) Wild-
life and Freshwater Fish-
eries (WFF) Division said 
this year’s survey indicated 
a downturn in blue-winged 
teal numbers, and the 2025 
special teal season will be 
trimmed to nine days.
	 “The one that kind of 
hurts is that blue-winged 
teal are down by 12%,” said 
Maddox, WFF’s assistant 
chief of the Wildlife Section, 
who serves on the Mississip-
pi Flyway Council. “What 
that does is it kicks us into 
a different framework and a 
lower number of days for teal 
season in 2025. We set the 
frameworks for seasons and 
bag limits a year in advance. 
So that means in September 
of 2025 we’ll have a nine-day 
teal season because those 
teal numbers are down.”
	 Maddox said setting the 
early teal season is a tricky 
situation because the mi-
gration greatly depends on 
weather. The daily bag limit 
during the early teal season 
is six birds per person. Hunt-
ing hours are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset.
	 “When you only have a 
handful of days to do it, you 
don’t really know when the 
migration is going to come 
through,” he said. “We try to 
set the early season to have 
the best chance of success. In 

a 16-day season, you might 
have a good three or four days 
of hunting during a period of 
high migration, but, when 
you crunch that period down 
to nine days, you struggle to 
know where to put those in 
the season to take advantage 
of the conditions. Is there a 
weather front that is going 
to push the birds down? 
When we start getting that 
first cool air, they’re a small 
duck so they’re getting out 
of the prairie. With any type 
of weather change, they are 
getting on the move and end 
up in South America. If we 
don’t get something to move 
the ducks, we may miss the 
migration. In addition, we 
are setting these state sea-
sons six months in advance 
of the opener.”
	 Another factor that influ-
ences waterfowl migration 
is the available water on the 
landscape, and Alabama 
needs significant rain to 
expand the waterfowl habi-
tat.
	 “It’s been so dry that 
there’s no sheet water on 
the landscape,” Maddox 
said. “The ducks will be con-
centrated on the rivers and 
reservoirs and backwaters if 
we don’t get any rainfall real 
soon. And it’s going to have 
to be a significant rain be-
cause all the ag fields are so 
dry they’re just going to soak 
any rain right up.”
	 The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service and Canadian 
Wildlife Service conduct 
aerial breeding surveys in 
May and June of each year 
to estimate the number 
of breeding ducks and the 
condition of the principal 
breeding habitat in North 
America. The survey in-
cludes 19 North American 
ducks, Canada geese, coots 
and swans.
	 “The survey is up 5% in 
total ducks from last year,” 

Maddox said. “The number 
of ponds on the landscape 
was up 4%, which is a good 
turnaround. If you look at 
the different species, it’s 
kind of up and down.” 
	  Mallards are considered 
the benchmark species when 
it comes to population num-
bers, and mallards were up 
8% from last year but are still 
down 16% from the long-
term average. 
	 “Those mallard numbers 
bounce back and forth, but 
it’s pretty stable across the 
board,” Maddox said.
	 “The big thing is the 
American wigeon was up 
55%. Nobody knows what 
to attribute it to. They’re up 
over the long-term average 
by 12%.
	 “Another species that im-
pacts hunters in Alabama is 
green-winged teal, which are 
up 20% from last year and up 
38% over the long-term av-
erage, so that’s looking good 
for that species. But we don’t 
see many of them, if any 
at all, during the early teal 
season. They migrate later in 
the year.
	 “Gadwall numbers are 
down a little bit, but up 11% 
over the long-term average, 
so there’s no worry there. 
Scaup numbers are up but 
not enough to push us out of 
the one-bird daily bag limit. 
All the other species look 
fine.”  Maddox said the bag 
limits for the 2024-2025 
seasons are unchanged with 
a six-duck daily bag limit, 
which may include no more 
than four mallards (no more 
than two of which can be 
female), three wood ducks, 
one mottled duck, two black 
ducks, two redheads, one 
pintail, two canvasbacks and 
one scaup. The coot limit is 
15 per day. The merganser 
limit is five per day, only two 
of which can be hooded mer-
gansers. 

	 Duck season is split into 
two segments, the first being 
Nov. 29, 2024, through Dec.1, 
2024, and the second Dec. 6, 
2024, through Jan. 31, 2025.
	 Hunters can also take 
advantage of an early goose 
season that starts on Sept. 
7, 2024, and runs through 
Oct. 6, 2024. The other goose 
season segments are Oct.19, 
2024, through Nov. 2, 2024, 
Nov. 29, 2024, through Dec. 
1, 2024, and Dec. 6, 2024, 
through Jan. 31, 2025. The 
aggregate bag limit for dark 
geese (Canada, white-front-
ed and Brant) is five per 
day. The aggregate bag limit 
for light geese (snow, blue, 
Ross’s) is also five per day.
	 Because the waterfowl 
survey occurs early in the 
year, Maddox said that not 
all the migrating ducks are 
counted.
	 “When they’re doing the 
counts in May in Canada 
and the U.S., they’re look-
ing at breeding pairs, and 
they don’t account for the 
number of juveniles that 

will be on the landscape,” 
he said. “The fall flight is 
predicated on the number of 
surviving adults that make it 
to the next season plus the 
number of offspring that 
were hatched this summer. A 
lot of birds we harvest up and 
down the flyway are juvenile 
birds, which is in excess of 
the population. 
	 “I imagine that our fall 
flight will look pretty good, 
although we definitely need 
some water in the South.”
	 Maddox said the number 
of waterfowl hunters contin-
ues to climb in Alabama. 
	 “Based on stamp sales, 
we set another record with 
38,852 state stamps sold in 
2023,” he said.
	 “We’ve set records each 
year for the past five years. 
We’ve got duck hunters all 
across the state, whether 
they’re hunting wood ducks 
in central Alabama or hunt-
ing big ducks in the north or 
in the south.”
	 Although not regulated 
under the waterfowl frame-

work, a sandhill crane hunt-
ing opportunity is available 
in Alabama through a lim-
ited quota system. Season 
dates are Nov. 29, 2024, 
through Jan. 5, 2025, and 
Jan. 13-26, 2025. Applica-
tions for sandhill crane per-
mits will be accepted only at 
www.outdooralabama.com, 
the Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources’ website. Regis-
tration opened Sept.  4, 2024, 
and closes Sept. 25, 2024, at 
noon. Drawn hunters have 
until Oct. 2, 2024, to pass 
the ID and Regulations Test, 
purchase the selected Sand-
hill Crane Harvest Permit 
and accept their hunting 
status. If not completed by 
the deadline, an alternate 
will be promoted into that 
hunter slot. Visit www.out-
dooralabama.com/what-
hunt/sandhill-crane-hunt-
ing-alabama for details.
	 During the 2023-2024 
sandhill crane season, 451 
hunters harvested 322 sand-
hill cranes.

David Rainer
Ala. Dept. of Conservation and Nat. Resources

Duck hunters should take advantage of this year's special teal season

“I'M EXTREMELY

GRATEFUL

FOR THE

OPPORTUNITY TO

SERVE YOU AT

BILL SMITH.”

DYLON MCSWAIN - 256-339-2311
DMCSWAIN@BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM

Steele Orchard
We Have Apples!

Mon-Fri: 8-5 | Sat: 8-4

256-734-5249

Time to Schedule
your Tours

USFWS

Blue-winged teal numbers are down, which will result in a shorter special season in 2025.
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For most of my life, 
they had been 
around one anoth-
er, but they had 

never actually met. When two 
of the great loves of my life fi-
nally got together, it was like 
they had been meant for one 
another all along, but I had 
never realized it. They made 
such an amazing pair! It was 
almost like when chocolate 
got together with peanut 
butter. We all lived happily 
ever after and Reese’s made 
a mint. It was even better 
than when peanut butter met 

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

Two loves that finally met one another
Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

POET'S CORNER

Discover High Tunnel Farming: Free workshop for veterans and beginners Sept. 19

ARAB, Ala. — The Alabama 
Cooperative Extension 
System and Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service 
(NRCS) are partnering to 
host a High Tunnel Produc-
tion Field Day on Sept.19 
from 3-6 p.m. at Bare Bottom 

Farm in Arab.
	 This free event is specif-
ically designed for military 
veterans and beginner farm-
ers interested in learning 
about high tunnel produc-
tion, a method used to extend 
the growing season for fruits 
and vegetables.
	 Participants will receive 
hands-on instruction on 

high tunnel crop production, 
pest management, plastic 
mulch, drip irrigation and 
NRCS funding opportunities, 
such as the EQIP cost-share 
program, which supports 
projects like high tunnel 
construction. A panel of local 
farmers, including those 
from Bare Bottom Farm, will 
also share their experiences 

with operating high tunnel 
systems.
	 Kira Sims, Cullman 
County Extension Office co-
ordinator, emphasized the 
value of this workshop, espe-
cially for beginners.
	 "High tunnel production 
provides season extension for 
produce and opportunities 
to try new crops or get pop-

ular crops onto the market 
sooner," she said.
	 "With the funding sup-
port and educational re-
sources available, it is worth 
considering for new and be-
ginning farmers who do not 
have a lot of land and need to 
start small."
	 Space for the workshop 
is limited. Interested partic-

ipants can register online at 
www.aces.edu/go/ht. Light 
refreshments will be provid-
ed.
	 For more information on 
the workshop, contact Kira 
Sims at 256-737-9386 or via 
email at kira.sims@auburn.
edu. Bare Bottom Farm will 
provide location information 
after registration.

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

Cheyenne Sharp
cheyenne@cullmantribune.com

Market (from Front)

HOLLY POND, Ala. — 
Hoping to draw more traffic to 
the library, the Guy Hunt Li-
brary in Holly Pond will hold 
its first and, hopefully annual, 
Used Book Market Sept. 27-28 
at Holly Pond Town Hall. 
	 “We are hoping this will 
become an annual event due to 

the Guy Hunt Library being on 
a road that is not frequented 
much. The Holly Pond School 
is located before reaching the 
library entrance, so most of 
the traffic is before even reach-
ing us,” shared Shiela Wilhite 
of the Guy Hunt Library. 
“With that being said, we hope 
that being on the heavier traf-
fic road (U.S. Highway 278) 
will entice more people to stop 

and find some good reads.” 
	 Patrons are encouraged to 
make either monetary dona-
tions to the library, or dona-
tions of gently used books to 
the sale. By dropping the pre-
viously read books off at the li-
brary or town hall, book lovers 
can simultaneously declutter 
and restock their stories and 
shelves. Book donations can 
be dropped off at Holly Pond 

Town Hall during normal 
business hours prior to Sept. 
27. 
	 Proceeds from the sale 
will help the library complete 
various projects and assist in 
the weekly programs it holds. 
Crocheting classes and book 
signings with local authors are 
commonly held at the library, 
while Tuesday’s Children’s 
Storytime is held weekly at 

10:30 a.m., consistently draw-
ing large numbers of visitors 
to the library. Storytime is 
often accompanied by a coor-
dinating craft and sometimes 
snack, both of which are pro-
vided by the library at no cost 
to visitors. 
	 The Guy Hunt Library’s 
Used Book Market will begin 
at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 
27, and continue until 4 p.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 28’s sale will 
also open at 10:30 a.m. and run 
until business stops flowing. 
	 “We would love to stay 
again until 4 p.m.; keep us 
busy,” Wilhite smiled. “It will 
be a perfect opportunity to 
find some used books without 
paying full price for them!”
	 Holly Pond Town Hall is 
located at 10885 U.S. Highway 
278 E in Holly Pond. 
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For most of my life, 
they had been 
around one anoth-
er, but they had 

never actually met. When two 
of the great loves of my life fi-
nally got together, it was like 
they had been meant for one 
another all along, but I had 
never realized it. They made 
such an amazing pair! It was 
almost like when chocolate 
got together with peanut 
butter. We all lived happily 
ever after and Reese’s made 
a mint. It was even better 
than when peanut butter met 

grape jelly! Some things are 
simply meant to be, but some 
things are meant to be with 
something else.
	 As the slogan said, 
“Things go better with Coke.” 
Many times, one without 
the other is simply not 
quite as good. For instance, 
what is macaroni without 
cheese, bacon without eggs 
(of course, unless you have 
a slice of tomato and two 
pieces of white bread to go 
with your bacon), one sock or 
one shoe without the other, 
a pen without paper, biscuits 
without gravy…I could go on, 
but surely, you get the point.
	 My parents gave me my 
first six-string when I was 
about ten. It was not much 

of a guitar, but then I was 
not much of a guitar player 
either.
	 Regardless of those tech-
nicalities, it was love at first 
sight. Over the past three 
scores, without the ten, I 
have spent more time with 
guitars than I have with many 
people.
	 Honestly, I may have en-
joyed the time with guitars 
more than with some people, 
but I’m not naming names! I 
played my guitar so much as 
a teenager that Mama used 
to ask me if that thing was at-
tached to my fingers!
	 It was about at the same 
time when I began playing 
guitar that I began getting 
into Dad’s doghouse for get-

ting into his building mate-
rials. The problem was that I 
didn’t have any money to pay 
for those materials. I have 
loved building things and 
doing woodwork since those 
days long ago.
	 Some of the first things I 
ever built were birdhouses. 
Habitat for Humanity builds 
houses for homeless or needy 
families. I built shelters for 
sparrows or bungalows for 
bluebirds! The happy birds 
used to sing to me, and I 
used to sit outside and play 
and sing for them. I’ve been 
building things out of wood 
ever since.
	 It was not until earlier 
this year, that my building 
hobby and my guitar-playing 

hobby came together. Back in 
June, I went to a workshop 
in the mountains of North 
Georgia and built my first ci-
gar-box guitar.
	 That’s when my wood-
work and my guitar talents 
met and it was love at first 
sight. I’m not sure they loved 
one another as much as I love 
building them. Since that 
time, I have been somewhat 
obsessed and have built sev-
eral cigar-box guitars.
	 I’ve also built guitars, 
dulcimers, and canjos out of 
cookie tins and all kinds of 
cans. I don’t smoke the cigars, 
but I do drink the coffee, or 
eat the food, that comes in 
the cans, and then make in-
struments out of the empty 

containers! I do have one 
small problem. Lately, I’ve 
been selling my homemade 
instruments faster than I can 
make new ones. If you come 
see one of my Bro. Billy Bob 
programs, I’ll play some of 
them for you! They’re not just 
for the birds!
	 Sometimes, two things, 
or two people, are best when 
they come together. Wise 
King Solomon said in the 
book of Ecclesiastes, “Two 
are better than one.” That 
is especially true when they 
have come together and com-
plement one another!

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-728-5514 (office).
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Two loves that finally met one another
Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

From the files of 1916
W. Tom Vandiver spent 
Monday in Birmingham.
	 The Honorable George 
Parker spent Wednesday at 
Brilliant.
	 A dance was enjoyed at 
the Growlers Club rooms on 
Friday night.
	 Mrs. A. Dreher will enter-
tain at the Symphony Club on 
November 23rd.
	 Claud Griffin spent the 
first of this week in Memphis.
	 Miss Emma Ehrensberg-
er spent the weekend in Bir-
mingham.

	 Doctor P.M. Allison has 
returned home from Battle 
Creek, Michigan.
	 In the election of Novem-
ber 7, 1916 in Cullman County 
these were elected: Probate 
Judge-Fred J. Buchmann (R), 
Circuit Clerk-O.S. Roden (D), 
Tax Collector-Lee Cochran 
(R), County Commission-
ers-L.A. Kelton, E.T. Knight, 
J.B. White and J.A. Vickery 
(all Democrats).
	 The biggest graveyard is 
that of buried talents…I may 
not go so far, so fast, but I see 
more along the road.

From the files of 1920
The Charles D. Parker De-
partment Store in West 
Cullman closed September 
3, 1920. It was located four 
blocks west of the Cullman 
County Courthouse. This 
sale was announced with a 
two-page advertisement in 
The Cullman Tribune.
	 There had been so much 
rain the Tennessee River was 
swollen to flood stage.
	 Mr. Dave Trimble is 
teaching a singing school at 
Brushy Pond and he has a 
large school.

	 Mr. Homer Mitchell had 
dinner with the Bill Hancock 
family on Friday.
	 Mr. George Harbison and 
daughter spent Friday night 
with Mr. Will Calvert and 
family.
	 Onnie Calvert and Miss 
Sarah Bates attended the 
singing on Sunday at Brushy 
Pond.
	 Messrs. Leldon Grif-
fin, Marvin Kelly and Paul 
Burnum will re-enter the 
University of Alabama this 
fall.
	 Postmaster S.J. Griffin 

and Ike Moore returned last 
week from a motor trip to 
several points in Mississippi.
	 These Cullman girls will 
attend Athena College this 
winter: Misses Allene Fuller, 
Irma Kinney, Edna Herrin 
and Anna Lola Price.
	 Mr. and Mrs. L.R. Thomp-
son of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
were the guests of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alvin Peinhardt and 
Mrs. Agnes Vann at the end of 
last week.
	 Miss Bessie Pate was 
the weekend guest of Miss 
Pearl Tillery. They attended 

church at Buelah.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Will J. Swaf-
ford are having a nice dwell-
ing house built.
	 Mr. H.J. Alvis and two 
daughters, Viola and Hattie, 
attended the baptizing at 
Central on Saturday after-
noon.
	 These young people spent 
Sunday at Cold Springs: 
Misses Wallace and Julia 
Crossfield of Gadsden, 
Thelma Kinney and Annie 
Kelly; Messers, John and 
Charlie Martin, Talmadge 
Bland and Marvin Kelly.

HISTORY

Files from yesteryear: 1916, 1920

POET'S CORNER
This Morning | By: Randy C. Hale, randyhale62@yahoo.com

This morning came so brief a stay,
a hungry little swallow.

And gobbled up some tiny seeds, 
then back into the hollow.

The crows, they called 
across the way, 

seemed laughter in my thoughts. 
And buzzards landed in the fields, 

a carcass for them sought.

Oh, life is filled with many things, 

yet nothing stays for long.

The flutter of the sparrows wings,

the cardinal's morning song.

The fleeting bliss of summer sights,

cool breeze that comes with mirth. 

Green leaves that turn to colors bright,

then fall to autumn's earth.

And we shall live through seasons till,
we pass from here at last.

Like faint perfumes of roses bloom,
and shadows briefly cast.
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MICHELIN TIRES 25% OFF 225-65-17 SETS OF 4MICHELIN TIRES 25% OFF 225-65-17 SETS OF 4

COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE
  CELEBRATING 29 YEARS OF SAVING YOU MONEY!  

DRAWING
FOR PRIZE

AT THE END
OF THE
WEEK

DRAWING
FOR PRIZE

AT THE END
OF THE
WEEK

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

.. . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

SALE DATES: SEPT. 7-14

REFRESHMENTSWILL BE SERVED 

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

‘Chirding’ at Sportsman Lake: Third Sunday birding and worship event Sept. 15

CULLMAN, Ala. — On 
Sunday, Sept. 15, at 3 p.m., 
Sportsman Lake Park will 
host the Third Sunday Bird 
Sunday event, located at the 
SongBird stage (the old band-
stand) and pavilion No. 6. 
This unique event, combin-
ing church and birdwatching, 
known as "chirding," was 
originally developed in Cull-
man.
	 The concept of chirding 
was born out of a desire to 

connect people with both 
faith and nature.
	 Ben Johnson, bird gar-
dening enthusiast and 
member of Alabama Master 
Gardeners and Alabama 
Audubon shared the origin 
of the concept, “The term 
chirding, and the concept of 
putting birds and church to-
gether was something that we 
developed here in Cullman. 
We knew that we wanted 
to get people interested in 
getting them outside and in-
terested in nature. We have 
so many active and dynamic 

churches in the area, that it’s 
just a way to pull all of those 
things together.”
	 A key element of chird-
ing is "creation care," which 
encourages participants to 
explore the relationship be-
tween birds and nature and 
how they fit into one's belief 
in creation. 
	 “In church circles, you 
see something called creation 
care. What creation care is, is 
a way for more conservative 
people to look at environ-
mental issues. God created 
everything, and we need to 

learn about those things 
and respect them,” Johnson 
shared.
	 With its diverse bird 
population, Sportsman Lake 
Park is an ideal setting for 
chirding. “At Sportsman Lake 
Park, we have a great diversi-
ty of birds. North Alabama’s 
biodiversity brings many 
birds to the area, making it 
a terrific place for birding,” 
Johnson added.
	 Now part of the official Al-
abama Birding Trail, Sports-
man Lake is recognized for 
its rich variety of aquatic and 

woodland bird species, draw-
ing visitors from across the 
region to partake in the bird-
ing scene.
	 According to the eBird 
app, 106 species of resident 
birds have been identified 
at the park, with migratory 
birds believed to increase the 
total past 200.
	 The event will feature a 
message from William Lewis, 
an ecology fellow and Episco-
pal priest candidate, followed 
by a guided birding session 
led by Jimmy Wells. Music 
will be provided by Max 

Townson, Timothy Bolen and 
Devon Campbell, with Boy 
Scout Troop 219 leading the 
pledge. Light snacks will be 
available for attendees.
	 Bird enthusiasts, nature 
lovers and those looking for 
a unique nature-based spir-
itual experience are invited 
to attend this community 
event. For more informa-
tion, contact Ben Johnson 
at benjohnsonsouth@gmail.
com. Sportsman Lake Park 
is located at 1544 Sportsman 
Lake Rd. NW, Cullman, AL 
35055.

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com
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Carol Burgess Nail, 68
Carol Burgess Nail, age 68 of 
Good Hope, Alabama, passed 
away on Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, 
at home surrounded by her loved 
ones. Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family. 
Carol was born on Oct. 22, 
1955, to James Lewis and Anita 
Uginia Franklin Burgess, at the 
Panama Canal Zone Naval Base. 
Carol was a nurse for twenty-five 
years.  She cared for her patients 
like they were part of her family.  
After nursing, she was co-owner 
of a medical supply company 
for 15 years. She loved helping 
and taking care of people. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents, James and Anita Bur-
gess; grandparents, Richard and 
Rhoda Burgess and Charles and 
Opal Franklin; brothers, Joseph 
Burgess and Tim Burgess; sis-
ter-in-law, Joy Tidwell Burgess. 
Carol, known as Nan to many, 
is survived by her children, 
Christie (Charlie) Cheatham, 
Steven (Joni) Smith, and Megan 
(William) Sears; grandchildren, 
Olivia Margaret Smith, Jacie 
Rain James and Satchel Page 
Smith; brothers, Robert (Donna) 
Burgess and Wade Burgess; sis-
ters, Lisa (Michael) Thompson 
and Cynthia Holmes; and a host 
of aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends. Carol will be 
laid to rest Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, 
at a graveside service with family 
and friends.  She was very special 
to many people, and she will be 
greatly missed.

Ann Stephens Ponder, 65
Ann Stephens Ponder, age 65 of 
Cullman, passed away on Thurs-
day, Sept. 5, 2024, at Cullman 
Regional. She was born May 28, 

1959, to Luverne Stephens and 
Betty Jean Hill Stephens. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents. Survivors include her, 
daughter, Erin Heaton; son, Eric 
Ponder; sister, Gail Stephens; 
granddaughters, Ariel Ponder 
and Addison Heaton; grandsons, 
Brayden Ponder, Eli Ponder, 
Liam Ponder and Jacob Ponder 
and a host of aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews, family and 
friends.

Clara Faye ‘MeMe’ Montgom-
ery, 78
Funeral Service for Clara Faye 
"MeMe" Montgomery, age 78 
of Cullman, will be at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, at Cull-
man Heritage Funeral Home 
with Robert Strane officiating; 
burial at Lystra Cemetery. 
Visitation will be from noon-2 
p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, 
at Cullman Heritage Funer-
al Home. Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mrs. Montgom-
ery passed away on Thursday, 
Sept. 5, 2024, at her residence. 
She was born Sept. 16, 1945, to 
John James Barnette and Clara 
Gerstman Barnette. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents; 
grandchild - Nicholas Etheridge; 
sister, Myra Jean Drake; broth-
ers, Howard Barnette, Tommy 
Bill Barnette, Cecil Dyer and 
Roy Dyer. Survivors include her 
Children: Roy (Leanne) Ether-
idge, Vickie (Keith) Sizemore 
and Rickey (Debbie) Mont-
gomery; grandchildren, Colin 
Etheridge, Chelsae Etheridge, 
Corey (Lacey) Sizemore, Damon 
(Amanda) Barnett , Eli Mont-
gomery; sisters, Ann (Terry) 
Smith and Joyce Brown; brother, 

James (Jackie) Barnette; great 
grandchildren, Jayden Ether-
idge, Kaelyn Etheridge, Micajah 
Burns, Sadey Sizemore, Kinzey 
Sizemore, Caden Barnett , Emily 
Barnett and Lena Etheridge and 
a host of nieces, nephews, family 
and friends.

Andrew Michael Harris, 58
Andrew Michael Harris, 58, 
passed away peacefully on Sept. 
1, 2024, at Huntsville Hospital. 
He was born on Nov. 23, 1965, 
in Huntsville, Alabama, to 
Ralph M. Harris and Barbara 
(Barnett) Harris.  A graduate of 
Cullman High School’s Class of 
1984, Andrew had a deep love 
for science fiction and Auburn 
football, passions he carried 
throughout his life. From 1996 to 
2001, Andrew honorably served 
his country in the United States 
Army as a Systems Operator, 
primarily stationed in Korea. 
During his time in service, he 
was awarded the Good Conduct 
Medal, Army Service Ribbon, 
Overseas Service Ribbon, and 
the Marksman Badge, reflecting 
his dedication and discipline.  
Andrew is preceded in death by 
his father, Ralph “Andy” Harris, 
and his sister, Kim Harris Sa-
paugh. He is survived by his 
beloved mother, Barbara Barnett 
Harris, as well as his nieces, April 
Zark and Sarah (Jorge) Zaldivar. 
He was a proud great-uncle to 
Aidan Zark, Gavin Zark, Kenichi 
Zaldivar, and Athena Zaldivar, 
who will cherish his memory.  A 
graveside service will be held at 
Duck River Cemetery on Satur-
day, Sept. 14, at 1 p.m. Family and 
friends are invited to celebrate 
his life and honor his legacy. In 
lieu of flowers, donations can 

be made to Saving Forgotten 
Warriors, a Cullman, Alabama, 
nonprofit dedicated to provid-
ing aid to local veterans in need.  
Obituary lovingly provided by 
the Harris family. Holly Pond 
Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the Harris family.

Jack Paul Warren, 57
Jack Paul Warren, of Crane 
Hill, Alabama, passed away on 
Sept. 3, 2024, at the age of 57. 
Mr. Warren was born on Oct. 
14, 1966, in Jacksonville, North 
Carolina. Jack was a quick-wit-
ted man, and he was fun to be 
around. He enjoyed hosting 
cookouts with good food, music, 
and friends. Mr. Warren en-
joyed Alabama football, but he 
absolutely loved riding motor-
cycles. He was a Harley man, 
and he affectionately called his 
bike “Jill,” his jeep “Diane.” Mr. 
Warren continued the traditions 
of his father and was a proud 
member of the Moose Lodge in 
North Carolina. Jack found his 
passion and was enjoying his 
calling as a truck driver. He had 
been working in the industry 
for the past ten years. Most im-
portant to Jack was his family. 
He adored his grandbabies, and 
they brought him great joy. Mr. 
Warren also had a soft side for 
his cat, Lucky Duck. Mr. Warren 
was a child of God, and his 
family finds comfort in his faith 
in Christ. Jack was a devoted 
and loving husband, son, father, 
and grandfather and he will be 
greatly missed. Mr. Warren is 
preceded in death by his mother. 
Those left to carry on Mr. War-
ren’s memory includes his wife, 
Michelle Warren; father, Sher-
wood Eugene Davis; son, Randy 

Hayes (Rachel); step-daughter, 
Tabitha Lee (Evan Long); grand-
children, James, Sophia, Joshua, 
Judah; sisters, Tammy Wehrling, 
Lisa Wehrling Bartlett; daughter 
at heart, Amanda Ledbetter; 
brother at heart, Jamie Boyd; 
and a host of friends that he 
loved dearly. The Warren family 
will celebrate the life of Jack at 
a later time. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider making a dona-
tion to help with Mr. Warren’s 
final expenses. Holly Pond Fu-
neral Home is honored to serve 
the Warren family. 

Carlis Neal Miller, 87
Funeral services for Carlis Neal 
Miller, of Hanceville will be 
noon Monday, Sept. 9, 2024, 
at Hanceville Funeral Home 
Chapel. Burial will follow the 
service at Hopewell Cemetery. 
Rev. Dan Guthery will be offici-
ating services. The family will 
welcome friends for visitation 
from 10 a.m. to noon at Hancev-
ille Funeral Home on Monday 
prior to the service. Carlis, a 
beloved husband, father, grand-
father, great-grandfather and 
friend, left this world peacefully 
on Sept. 5, 2024, at his residence 
at the age of 87. Born at home 
in Hanceville, Alabama on May 
30, 1937, Mr. Miller lived a life 
defined by his love for family, his 
selflessness, and his gentle spirit. 
Family was the cornerstone of 
Carlis’ life. He believed that 
there was nothing more import-
ant, and he never missed an op-
portunity to express how blessed 
he felt to have such a wonderful 
family. He was endlessly proud of 
each of his loved ones and made 
sure everyone knew how much 
they meant to him. His kindness, 

generosity, and selflessness were 
felt by all who knew him—he 
consistently put others before 
himself, always with a smile and 
a kind word. An avid sports fan, 
Mr. Miller had a deep love for 
the Atlanta Braves and Alabama 
Crimson Tide football. Though 
he may have often complained 
about Alabama's play, his loyalty 
never wavered, and cheering on 
his favorite teams brought him 
much joy. Mr. Miller proudly 
served his country as a member 
of the United States Army. His 
service instilled in him a pro-
found sense of patriotism, and 
he remained a proud veteran 
throughout his life, honoring 
those who served alongside him 
and holding dear the values of 
duty and sacrifice. Above all, he 
cherished his life and his family. 
He was a man who made sure 
everyone knew how blessed he 
felt, and his legacy of love, kind-
ness, and devotion will live on in 
the hearts of all who knew him. 
Survivors include his children, 
Sharon Reid (Mark), David 
Miller; grandchildren, Amber 
Kugler (Kyle), Jake Miller 
(Faith), Alexandra Britton (Pat-
rick), Olivia Wilborn (Westin), 
and Landry Miller; great grand-
children, Kade Kugler, Kaci 
Kugler, Parker Britton, Pearson 
Britton, Gunner Wilborn, Owen 
Wilborn, and Sadie Miller. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents, Dewey and Mary Miller; 
siblings, Buel Miller, Melvin 
Miller; and his wife, Mary Miller. 
He will be deeply missed but 
forever remembered for the 
love he shared and the life he 
lived. Hanceville Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the Miller 
Family.


