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YEARS
Thank you, 
Cullman, 

for the best 
80 years of 

our lives.
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Making dreams come true:
Support Cullman’s Special Education 

students’ dream trip to Disney

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
High School is offering its 
Special Education students 
a life-changing opportuni-
ty with an upcoming trip to 
Disney. The adventure, de-
signed to build essential life 
skills, will see students devel-

oping teamwork, responsibil-
ity and real-world experience 
through a series of pre-trip 
and on-site activities.
 Students will be involved 
in planning their daily itin-
eraries, learning how to navi-
gate airports and amusement 
parks and budgeting their 
money. 
 "The life skills gained by 

this trip are endless, includ-
ing socialization, time man-
agement, communication, 
self-advocacy, navigation 
skills, budgeting for the trip 
and overcoming sensory 
issues," shared April Borden, 
a Cullman High School Spe-
cial Education teacher. 
 In addition to these valu-
able lessons, the 

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

Steven Cox, who is described as “a friend to everyone,” is seen on a 
previous trip to the U.S. Space & Rocket Center. Cox is one of the students 
who will be participating is this life-changing trip to Disney.

APRIL BORDEN

City of Cullman announces 
downtown Quiet Zone Corridor
CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
City of Cullman on Friday 
announced the implementa-
tion of a Quiet Zone Corridor, 
effective Monday, Sept. 16, at 
8 a.m.
 According to the City, the 
Downtown Quiet Zone initia-

tive “will significantly reduce 
train horn noise through 
downtown Cullman,” encom-
passing railroad crossings 
at Ninth Street Southeast, 
Arnold Street Southeast and 
Eighth Street Northeast.
 To establish the Quiet 
Zone, the City said, it has 
invested in comprehensive 
safety upgrades over the past 

four years, including:
• Constant warning time 
systems at all three crossings
• Additional quad gates in-
stalled at Arnold Street
• Traffic channelization de-
vices at Ninth Street

“These improvements 
ensure the Quiet Zone meets 
national safety 
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CITY OF CULLMAN

According to the City of Cullman, the Downtown Quiet 
Zone initiative “will significantly reduce train horn 
noise through downtown Cullman,” encompassing 
railroad crossings at Ninth Street Southeast, Arnold 
Street Southeast and Eighth Street Northeast.» PAGE 6

» PAGE 3

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA

Abby Sosa

Cullman’s Abby Sosa competing for 
Miss University of Alabama title

» PAGE 6
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Cullman High School Baseball Coach Brent Patterson 
is one of four coaches selected as part of the Alabama 
Baseball Coaches Association’s Hall of Fame Class of 
2025. Patterson and the rest of the Class of 2025 will 
be honored at the ALABCA Coaches Convention Award 
Banquet Dec. 12 at the Hyatt Regency in Birmingham.

Cullman’s Patterson named 
to ALABCA Hall of Fame
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– FAITH – 

'I'm excited to live for 
the Lord every day': 

West Point's Katie Beth Yovino talks 
about how God has changed her life

WEST POINT, Ala. — Katie 
Beth Yovino is a senior at 
West Point High School this 
year and in this interview, she 
discussed the way God has 

changed her life and the role 
He has played in her journey.
 "Ever since around Sep-
tember, I was always strug-
gling with thoughts of not 
being good enough in any-
thing I do, whether it was 
sports or just like classes in 

school. I was always thinking 
that I wasn't good enough, 
and I just couldn't shake it. 
It didn't occur to me why I 
was feeling like this, until 
January, when I was at Snow-
bird (which is like a church 
retreat), that they 

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Pictured are Patton Fell (left) and Katie Beth Yovino (right)
KATIE BETH YOVINO

7 arrested in multistate 
vehicle theft ring
CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman Police Department 
Investigation Division in 
conjunction with Morgan 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Cullman County District 
Attorney’s Office on Friday 
evening, Sept. 13, 2024, ar-

rested seven individuals 
allegedly involved in a mul-
tistate vehicle theft ring, 
according to a media release 
from the City of Cullman.
 All seven suspects are 
charged with first-degree re-
ceiving stolen property and 
obstructing justice.

The suspects are:

• Jamarkiss Kylon Dangelo 
Weaver, 20, of Ohio

• Stephen Dallas Wilhite, 
40, of Alabama

• Courage C. Wolugboms, 
30 of Tennessee

• Mackqies Markus Teddy 
Raymond, 23, of 
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Top row, left to right, are Jamarkiss Kylon Dangelo Weaver, 
Stephen Dallas Wilhite, Courage C. Wolugboms and Mackqies 
Markus Teddy Raymond. Bottom row, left to right, are Quintin 
L. Clemmons Jr., Nikole Paulette Acree and Kahrese Tracy Lee.» PAGE 3

» PAGE 2
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Fairview’s Randall Shedd Community Park will soon be 
home to a Little Free Library like this one.

Little Free Library 
coming to Fairview
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Cullman’s Mason Oakley 
needs your vote in Baby 

of the Year contest

CULLMAN, Ala. — Mason 
Oakley, 1, a joyful and bright 
baby from Cullman, is cur-
rently a contestant in the 
Baby of the Year contest, pre-
sented by Jessica Alba, which 
offers a $25,000 prize, a pro-
fessional photo shoot and a 
feature in Good Housekeep-
ing magazine. With the cur-
rent round of voting ending 
on Thursday, Sept. 26, Mason 
is seeking support from his 
community to help him ad-
vance.

	 Meaghen Oakley, Ma-
son’s mom, described him 
as a “happy-go-lucky” baby 
who always wakes up with a 
smile. His love for people and 
animals shines through in his 
playful nature, whether he’s 
laughing, clapping, dancing 
or cheering others on. 
	 "Mason has such a joyful 
little spirit about him. He is a 
chatty little fella who tries his 
best to have a conversation 
with whomever he is around. 
He enjoys dancing and listen-
ing to music and is the fastest 
little scooter around. Scoot-
ing is his version of crawl-

ing,” Oakley shared. “Mason 
is extra special to our family 
because he is the first grand-
child on my side of the family 
as well as being the first baby 
in over 30 years.”
	 Beyond his infectious per-
sonality, Mason is an active 
baby who enjoys spending 
time with family and friends. 
Being the first baby in over 
30 years, Mason has become 
the missing puzzle piece to an 
extended family that has now 
been brought closer togeth-
er. From dancing with his 
Nana to being on the minds 
of his two older 

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

Mason, a Cullman baby currently in the running for the Baby of the Year, 
hopes to have your support in his journey through the contest.

MEAGHEN WOODIS OAKLEY

CPD hosts 5 German police 
officers for STAR program
CULLMAN, Ala. — The City 
of Cullman and the Cullman 
Police Department  this week 
hosted five German police 
officers who are participating 
in the STAR International 
Police Exchange Alabama 
Chapter program. 

	 CPD Administrative Lt. 
Eric Cole said the STAR pro-
gram isn’t an acronym, but a 
reference to the traditional 
star-shaped badges of law en-
forcement. 
	 “The program has chap-
ters across the United States, 
Germany and Spain,” Cole 
said. “American officers and 
STAR members can go to 

Europe in late spring. Euro-
pean officers travel here in 
the fall. It is a two-week trip 
that focuses on introducing 
each other to our practices, 
equipment and training. We 
also try to immerse ourselves 
in each other's cultures and 
communities.” 
	 While here this year, the 
group had activi-

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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Cullman’s 
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Mayor Patrick Bates (left) and the Berlin Town Council 
are seen on Monday, Sept. 16, 2024.

Berlin Town Council 
passes 2025 budget

» PAGE 8

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Members of the Cullman Police Department, City officials 
and police officers from Germany gathered at the police 
department this week. The German officers visited the city 
as part of the STAR International Police Exchange program.
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Arrests and incidents reported Sept. 20

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Sept. 20, 2024. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
Sept. 16
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1177
•	 theft of property; CR 1769
•	 domestic violence; crimi-
nal mischief; CR 1488
•	 domestic violence; US. 
31N
•	 harassment; CR 1178
•	 criminal mischief; Lazy 
Ln.
•	 criminal mischief; CR 881
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 
278W

Sept. 17
•	 harassment; CR 831
•	 theft of property; CR 38
•	 violation of protection 
order; CR 1226
•	 permitting dogs to run at 
large; CR 1599
•	 harassment; CR 643
•	 theft of property; CR 107

Sept. 18
•	 domestic violence; CR 
668
•	 harassment; CR 62
•	 harassing communica-

tions; CR 1375
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1141
•	 domestic violence; CR 62

ARRESTS
Sept. 16-19
Creel, Patrick S.; 48
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Curvin, Meshach J.; 28
•	 FTA – DUI (alcohol)

Doss, Andy M.; 65
•	 Violation of a domestic 
violence protection order
•	 BAIL JUMPING-1st – 
attempting to elude a police 
officer
•	 BAIL JUMPING-1st – 
driving while suspended, re-
voked, or cancelled
•	 BAIL JUMPING-1st – 
failure to register vehicle
•	 BAIL JUMPING-1st – 
operating vehicle without 
insurance

Kizzire, Joshua R.; 42
•	 FTA – sale of stolen prop-
erty, less than $500

Lackey, Shanna M.; 37
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – utility diversion

Lamb, Sherry L.; 53
•	 FTA – expired license

Martin, Zachary P.; 38
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – possession of dan-

gerous drugs

Pitt, Brence L.; 56
•	 public intoxication

Pritchett, Tosha L.; 32
•	 FTA – assault-domes-
tic-harassment-family

Ray Jr., Phillip E.; 46
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – auto theft

Seals, Melissa D.; 23
•	 resisting arrest

Simmons, Andrea M.; 39
•	 criminal trespass

Van Keuren, Austin C.; 27
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 illegal possession/use of a 
credit/debit card
•	 possessing stolen proper-
ty

Walker Jr., Jackie L.; 28
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – possession of danger-
ous drugs

Wyatt, Tyler A.; 37
•	 negotiating worthless in-
strument

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Sept. 18
•	 duty upon striking un-
attended vehicle; person; 
damage to ’19 Mazda; $500; 
Olive St. SW

ARRESTS
Sept. 18-19
Alred, Michelle L.; 50
•	 FTA – improper lights

Dean, Bradley A.; 39
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree – assault

Garmon, William J.; 32
•	 public intoxication

Curvin, Meshach J.; 28
•	 FTA – driving while sus-
pended
•	 FTA – insurance violation

•	 FTA – driving without li-
cense
•	 FTA – domestic vio-
lence-3rd degree
•	 FTA – resisting arrest
•	 FTA – criminal mis-
chief-3rd degree
•	 FTA – assault-3rd degree
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia (2 counts)
•	 FTA – attempting to elude
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Van Keuren, Austin C.; 27
•	 Retail theft of proper-

ty-2nd degree

Craft, Lee M.; 60
•	 GJ – identity theft
•	 GJ – theft of property-1st 
degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE
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Man (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Nicho-
las Alexander Breaux, 26, of 
Birmingham, this week was 
found not guilty by a Cullman 
County jury of first-degree 
rape and first-degree sodomy. 
	 Breaux was indicted back 
in April 2021 for the alleged 
incident that occurred in 
April 2020. 
	 Following the jury’s ver-
dict, Cullman County District 
Attorney Champ Crocker 
said, “I commend my Assis-
tant District Attorneys Nate 
Brock and Mike Burleson 
for trying this difficult case, 
which was over four years old 
and had a complicated set of 

Staff Reports
Contributor

Jones Chapel VFD getting ladder truck
JONES CHAPEL, Ala. — 
The Jones Chapel Volunteer 
Fire Department will be get-
ting a ladder truck this fall. 
	 Fire Chief Clint Thrasher 
said the truck is a 1999 Spar-
tan Smeal 75’ Aerial ladder 
truck with a 1,750 GPM 
(gallon per minute) pump 
and 400-gallon polypropyl-
ene tank. 
	 “So basically it’s a typical 
fire engine with a ladder also,” 
Thrasher said. “We weren’t 
brand specific when shop-
ping, but we were looking 
for the best value. We didn’t 
buy the ‘cheapest’ truck out 

there, but we bought what 
was the best value. It only 
has 39,000 miles and very low 
engine hours.”
	 The department pur-
chased the truck from Brin-
dlee Mountain Fire Appara-
tus, he said, but the truck is 
from Lehi, Utah. 
	 “We didn’t get a grant 
for it; we financed the truck 
through Peoples Bank for five 
years,” he said.
	 “The main purpose of 
the truck is to have elevated 
water. There are very few 
ladder trucks in the area.
	 "The last time we needed 
one, we had to get Vinemont 
to come out, and it took a 
while to get it all worked out. 

Of course, we could use it for 
rescues, ventilation and tech-
nical rescues.
	 "Elevated water is very 
useful during fires of large 
structures and firefighters 
are having a hard time getting 
the water to where it needs to 
be.”
	 Thrasher said the depart-
ment is blessed to have such 
great support from the com-
munity. 
	 “We are proud to have 
another tool in our toolbox 
to help not only our commu-
nity, but also our neighboring 
communities,” Thrasher said. 
	 The truck will be avail-
able to the department in late 
September. 

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

WWW.FIRETRUCKMALL.COM

1999 Spartan Smeal 75' Aerial
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Grace Episcopal Church 
Women 36th Annual 
Cheese Ball Sale
We are offering eight de-
licious flavors, including 
some returning favorites, 
all for $10 each. To see a list 
and place your order, go to 
www.holidaycheeseballs.
com. All orders must be 
placed by Sunday, Oct. 6. 
Pick-up day is Thursday, 
Nov. 14, at Grace Episco-
pal Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE. All balls will be frozen 
for your convenience. If 
you have questions, call 
the church at 256-734-
6212. Proceeds from our 
sales help support many 
local organizations includ-
ing the Good Samaritan 
Health Clinic, the Com-
mittee on Church Cooper-
ation (CCC), the Pilot Light 
Home, Cullman Caring 
for Kids, Hope Horses and 
Grace Café.  Our deepest 
thanks to you for helping us 
help others!

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon and 
1-3:30 p.m. We are locat-
ed at 1503 Second St. SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055 (in the 
Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision 
Support Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every 
month, from 10-11:30 a.m., 
at the Alabama Career 
Center, 1201 Katherine St. 
NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manager, 
at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at the old Baileyton fire 
station next to the town’s 
park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, 
pet items, food and many 
everyday items. A donation 
of $20 will allow a shopper 
to fill up a bag, and for $40 
a shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a 
larger donation. There will 
be some restrictions and 
product limits on the items. 
Cash and checks accepted. 

Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has 
open AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at 
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340

Church Services: Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Saturday, Sept. 21 - Drive-
through food bank 9-11 a.m.
• Sunday, Sept. 22 - 9 a.m. 
Van runs in the 5 Points 
Area. Call Betty Hays at 
256-930-9680 for pickup. 
Breakfast at 9:30. Bible 
study classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10. 
Praise and worship and 
message by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd at 11.           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cull-
man First Church of the 
Nazarene, 5415 Alabama 
Highway 157. CLOSED lit-
erature study. Handicap 
accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
the Donald E. Green Adult 
Active Center, 1625 Cleve-
land Ave. SW. The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a na-
tional program, is a hands-
on/pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly meet-
ings providing information, 
accountability, support 
and encouragement where 
you make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship for 
those affected by someone 

else’s addiction. We offer 
Help by sharing our expe-
riences, strength and hope. 
We carry the message of 
hope by letting others know 
that they are not alone by 
practicing the 12 Steps of 
NAR-ANON and changing 
our own attitudes. We Re-
spect Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious 
one, but a spiritual way of 
life. Meetings will be held at 
The Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings 
at 6 p.m. Contact Jamie 
Weathersby Smith 256-
708-7122 or Don or Nancy 
McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more 
information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meet-
ings 
The Al-Anon Family 
Groups are a fellowship of 
friends and family whose 
lives have been affected by 
alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity Al-Anon Group 
meets each Monday at 
noon at 1519 St. Joseph Dr. 
NE. There is also a Zoom 
meeting each Tuesday 
at noon. The Courage to 
Change Al-Anon Family 
Group meets on Thursdays 
at 6 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church at 305 Arnold St. 
NE in the Carriage House, 
located between the church 
and the Arnold House on 
the corner. For more infor-
mation call 256-734-2231 
or 256-531-4429.

Master's Hand Food 
Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

“Christmas In Septem-
ber” Sale
Sacred Heart Altar Society 
and Knights of Columbus 
are sponsoring a “Christ-
mas In September” Sale on 
Saturday, Sept. 21, begin-
ning at 7 a.m. in the Sacred 
Heart Family Life Center. 
Proceeds will benefit the 
St. Vincent DePaul Food 
Pantry in Cullman. 

Save the Date: Little Pink 
Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 1, from 6-9 
p.m. at The Venue at Cotton 
Creek. Handicapped park-
ing at north entrance. 
Doors open at 5:30. A night 
of fun with dinner includ-
ed, Active Adult Senior 
Kickers, Wallace State 
Jazz Band, live and silent 
auctions, door prizes and 
much more! Ticket are $60. 
Tickets available through 
Stefani Nelson at 256-708-
3191 or snelson@alfains.
com or Judy Grissom at 
Options at 256-347-5993 or 
options5993@gmail.com 
and www.CullmanBosom-
Buddies.com. 

Sacred Heart Oktober-
fest Dinner
This year’s dinner will be 
held in the church’s Family 
Life Center on Wednes-
day, Oct. 2, beginning at 4 
p.m. The dinners are avail-
able for dining in or drive 
through/take out and the 
cost of the dinner is $15. 
The dinner features a tra-
ditional German menu of 
bratwurst, German potato 
salad, sauerkraut, green 
beans, applesauce, bread 
and a homemade des-
sert. The meat used in the 
dinner comes from Brick-
yard Meats in Cullman, 
which is owned by a family 
of parishioners.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
German Lunch
Saturday, Oct. 19, from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. at Trinity Lu-
theran Church, 505 Com-
mercial St., Hanceville, in 
conjunction with the Mud 
Creek Arts and Crafts Fes-
tival taking place in down-
town Hanceville that day. 
Adult plates will include 
bratwurst, German potato 
salad, choice of sauerkraut 
or red cabbage, German 
desserts and tea for $12. A 
child’s plate of bratwurst, 
snicker doodle cookies and 
tea will be $5. All profits will 
go to Hanceville schools. 
Eat lunch in our historic 
1885 church building and 
tour our present worship 
sanctuary.

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Sept. 20

ty-2nd degree

Craft, Lee M.; 60
•	 GJ – identity theft
•	 GJ – theft of property-1st 
degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

 
 
 

 

Wallace State Community 
 College-Hanceville has the 
 following open positions: 

 

   For more information, please contact 
the Human Resources Department at 256-

352-8029.  
 

Wallace State Community College is an 
equal opportunity employer.  EOE 

 

 
 

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider “Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

This ad is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $3,686,987 

with 100 percent funding by ACL/HHS.  The contents are those of the author(s) and do not neces-
sarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om

Man (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Nicho-
las Alexander Breaux, 26, of 
Birmingham, this week was 
found not guilty by a Cullman 
County jury of first-degree 
rape and first-degree sodomy. 
	 Breaux was indicted back 
in April 2021 for the alleged 
incident that occurred in 
April 2020. 
	 Following the jury’s ver-
dict, Cullman County District 
Attorney Champ Crocker 
said, “I commend my Assis-
tant District Attorneys Nate 
Brock and Mike Burleson 
for trying this difficult case, 
which was over four years old 
and had a complicated set of 

facts. We are not scared of 
trying cases even when those 

cases are old and arduous and 
we will continue to do so. I 

thank the jury for their ser-
vice.”Staff Reports

Contributor
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HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
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AND NUTRITION
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1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

CULLMAN, Ala. — On Sept. 17, 
2024, various Cullman County 
and city school students met 
at the Alabama Farm Credit 
headquarters in Cullman for the 
FCCLA All County Beef Cook-
off. The Cattlewomen’s Associ-
ation and Alabama Farm Credit 
sponsored the event. Adalynn 
Bowers from West Point placed 
first, Evan Fales from Fairview 

placed second, Nathan Butler 
from CATA placed third, Katie 
Holmes from Vinemont placed 
fourth and Mary Ellen Self from 
Good Hope placed fifth. Bowers 
will compete in April at the State 
Beef Cook-off. 
	 Also, at the FCCLA Beef 
Cook-off, Rebecca Baggett from 
Cold Springs High School won 
the Most Outstanding FCCLA 
Member in Cullman County.
	 Butler came in second. Bag-
gett will receive an award at the 

Farm-City Banquet in Novem-
ber. 
	 Participating FCCLA spon-
sors and schools included Steph-
anie Blair from Cold Springs High 
School, Amie Veal from CATA, 
Carin Rains from Cullman High 
School, Whitney Haynes from 
Fairview High School, Amanda 
Williams from Good Hope High 
School, Amy Chambers from 
Hanceville High School, Madi-
son Sapp from Vinemont High 
School and Renee Lee.

Special to The 
Cullman Tribune

FCCLA students compete in Beef Cook-off; 
Baggett named Most Outstanding FCCLA Member

STEPHANIE BLAIR

Pictured left to right are Cullman County Schools Superintendent Dr. Shane 
Barnette,  Adalynn Bowers, Evan Fales, Nathan Butler, Katie Holmes, Mary 
Ellen Self and Cyndi Roden from the Cattlewomen's Association.

Wallace State's Center for Career and Workforce 
Development launches Powerful Partnerships Program

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Wal-
lace State Community Col-
lege’s Center for Career and 
Workforce Development re-
cently launched its Powerful 
Partnerships program at the 
Workforce Training Center 
on the campus of REHAU 
in Cullman. The initiative 
brings together the college 
and area businesses to drive 
workforce development and 
economic growth. Traditions 
Bank, Cullman Savings Bank, 
Marshall Medical Center, 
R.E. Garrison Trucking and 
Slim Chickens of Cullman 
committed as inaugural 
partners, setting the stage for 
future collaboration. 
	 The Powerful Partner-
ships initiative is designed 
to create mutually beneficial 
relationships between Wal-
lace State and area business-
es, offering companies en-
hanced access to the college’s 
resources while helping 
equip students with the skills 
needed to thrive in today’s 
job market.   
	 Vice President for Ad-
vancement and Innovation 
Suzanne Harbin emphasized 
the Workforce Training 
Center's pivotal role in this 
endeavor, underscoring its 
impact on both students and 
the broader community.  
	 “Over the last year, the 
Wallace State Center for 
Career and Workforce De-
velopment has served over 

2,700 students through our 
Adult Education, Workforce 
Development, Professional 
Certification and Skills for 
Success programs.
	 A significant portion of 
these students have been 
served through the Work-
force Training Center, and 
we continue to grow our of-
ferings,” said Harbin.
	 “Our success this last year 
would not have been pos-
sible without the trust and 
support that business and 
industry partners have given 
us to provide these opportu-
nities for their employees to 
gain personal development, 
career advancement, skills 
acquisition and industry cer-
tifications.
	 "Thank you to all our 
partners and collaborators 
for your ongoing commit-
ment. Together, we are driv-
ing success and opportunity 
for our students and commu-
nity, and I am looking for-
ward to the impactful future 
we will continue to build 
together through these Pow-
erful Partnerships.”  
	 Wallace State serves as 
a key link between students 
and potential employers, 
creating pathways for both 
professional growth and 
community development. 
Bethany Campbell, Director 
of Employer Engagement 
and Strategic Partnerships 
at Wallace State, highlighted 
the ongoing collaboration 
between the college and the 
business community.   

	 “Wallace State has a 
long-standing tradition of 
incredible industry and com-
munity partners.
	 "Not only are these com-
panies actively engaged with 
the college and the training it 
provides, but they also serve 
a crucial role for employment 
of Wallace State students and 
alumni,” Campbell said.
	 “I look forward to sup-
porting your businesses and 
organizations through Pow-
erful Partnerships.
	 "Thank you for the in-
credible impact that you 
have on Wallace State and 
the wonderful community 
we are a part of.”  
	 In addition to providing 
opportunities for students, 
the Powerful Partnerships 
initiative offers business 
partners a variety of benefits 
that extend beyond training 
and education. The initiative 
offers participating busi-
nesses a range of exclusive 
benefits that reinforce their 
investment in the college and 
its students, including: 

•	 10% discount on tuition
•	 Complimentary access to 
meeting spaces at the Wal-
lace State Workforce Train-
ing Center
•	 Wallace State Alumni 
Memberships for up to five 
employees
•	 Special sponsor rate for 
the Wallace State Future 
Foundation Student Invest-
ment Luncheon
•	 Access to a pipeline of 

workers prepared for intern-
ships, apprenticeships, and 
employment through prior-
ity registration for Industry 
Comes to Wallace State
•	 A Powerful Partner reg-
istration rate for the annual 
WSCC Career Fair
•	 Featured as a Powerful 
Partner through various 
marketing avenues
•	 A role on Wallace State’s 
program advisory boards 
and Business and Industry 
Leadership Teams (BILTs) to 
provide guidance for instruc-
tional technology
•	 Opportunity to receive 
access to Athens State Uni-
versity’s Learning Partner-
ship program

This comprehensive set of 
benefits ensures that busi-
nesses are not just passively 
involved but actively en-
gaged in shaping Wallace 
State’s educational programs 
to better meet industry de-
mands.
	 By participating in advi-
sory boards and leadership 
teams, companies can direct-
ly influence the development 
of future workers, creating 
a well-prepared labor force 
that meets their specific 
needs.   
	 For more information 
about the Powerful Partner-
ships program and how your 
business can get involved, 
email Bethany Campbell at 
Bethany.Campbell@wal-
lacestate.edu or call her at 
256-352-8372.

Special to The 
Cullman Tribune
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  WEWE   
SPECIALIZE INSPECIALIZE IN   
MEETING YOURMEETING YOUR   

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE   
NEEDSNEEDS

CULLMAN AUTO MALLCULLMAN AUTO MALL

COME ON 
DOWN AND 
LET'S MAKE 

A DEAL!

 HOUSTON SMITH | 256-338-4866
 CULLMAN AUTO MALL | 1303 2ND AVE SW

WE BUY CARS!WE BUY CARS!

HOURS: TUESDAY – SATURDAY 11 – 8

WWW.JOHNNYSBARBQ.COM

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS FAMILY OWNED

DRIVE-THRU | CURBSIDE | OFFICE DELIVERIES
1401 4TH ST SW, CULLMAN | 256-734-8539

“I'M EXTREMELY

GRATEFUL

FOR THE

OPPORTUNITY TO

SERVE YOU AT

BILL SMITH.”

DYLON MCSWAIN - 256-339-2311
DMCSWAIN@BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM

Steele Orchard
We Have Apples!

Mon-Fri: 8-5 | Sat: 8-4

256-734-5249

Time to Schedule
your Tours

BREMEN, Ala. — Adriana 
Young is a senior at Cold 
Springs High School this year 
and in this interview, she dis-
cussed the role that God has 
played in her life. She shared 
her favorite Bible verse and 
talked about how much it 

means to her.
	 "Ever since I was little, 
God has been a very import-
ant part of my life. He has 
made me who I am today, 
and without Him to pull me 
through the tribulations of 
life, I would be in a terrible 
place. I have never experi-
enced a love greater than the 
love of God, and I will make 
it my life's mission to tell 
others about His goodness," 
Young said. "One of my favor-
ite Bible verses is James 1:19. 
It says, 'My dear brothers 
and sisters, understand this: 
Everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak, and slow 
to anger.' It reminds me in 
tough times to be the patient 
and kind person God calls me 
to be."
	 Adriana wants to be there 

for anyone that wants help 
finding God, and she has so 
many role models in her own 
life that she looks up to as 
well.
	 "Helping others, espe-
cially kids, find God is very 
important to me. It's a way 
to provide guidance, support, 
and a sense of purpose to 
others who have never had 
it before. Showcasing God's 
love to children can positive-
ly impact them for the rest of 
their lives," she said.
	 "I have had many Godly 
role models in my life, from 
my family to my preacher. 
But there's three people 
who have stuck out the most 
the past few years: Kenady 
Graves, Avery Gerstman, 
and Bailee Light. They ra-
diate God's love. They show 
patience, kindness, and love 
when others can't. They con-
stantly inspire me to be more 
like God. In every situation, 
they are a prime example of 
what Jesus would do."
	 Adriana was a part of 
a special mission that has 
helped out a lot of kids so far, 
and she wants to continue to 
be that Godly role model for 

so many more people.
	 "One of my favorite mis-
sions that I've been a part of 
has been the FCA association 
at my school. FCA is a good 
way to spread the goodness 
of God to people who may not 
hear it anywhere else. I have 
loved it, and it's truly a bless-
ing to be a part of that associ-
ation," she said.
	 "It's very important to be 
a Godly role model to others. 
God calls us as Christians to 
stand out in a crowd and to 
be the light that other people 
need. We are constantly in-
fluencing people every day, 
no matter your age. That's 
why God calls us to be stead-
fast in His word and to be an 
example of His love, because 
someone is always watching."
	 Adriana has continued to 
inspire a lot of people with 
her own journey and she 
talked about some of the tra-
ditions she shares with her 
softball teammates.
	 "It's truly an honor and 
such a blessing to be able to 
inspire others in a way that 
reflects God's love and guid-
ance. Knowing that I can 
make a positive difference in 

someone's life through God's 
love brings me deep joy and 
gratitude," she said. "We pray 
before and after every game 
to make sure that we dedicate 
our sport to God."
	 She gave advice to those 
people that want a relation-
ship with God but might be 
new to that kind of experi-

ence, and she talked about 
what she has learned the 
most during her journey so 
far.
	 "My advice to new Chris-
tians would be that it's okay to 
be confused, and it's okay to 
feel like you don't know what 
you're doing. God doesn't 
call us to know; He tells us to 

listen. The most important 
thing to do is to put God first. 
Put God first over everything 
you do in life, and the rest will 
come," she said. "What I've 
learned so far is that it's not 
going to be easy, but choosing 
to have a relationship with 
God is better than living a life 
without one."

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

FAITH: ‘Helping others, especially kids, find God is very important 
to me’: Cold Springs’ Adriana Young discusses relationship with God

ADRIANA YOUNG

Bailee Light (left) and Adriana Young (right) interacting with some younger students.

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Wal-
lace State Community Col-
lege crowned its new Miss 
Wallace State on Sunday, 
Sept. 15, 2024, during compe-
titions held at the Betty Leeth 
Haynes Theatre in the Garlan 
E. Gudger Student Center.
	 Marli Kate Powell, a 
freshman general studies 
major, was selected to serve 
as Miss Wallace State 2025, 
with Tessa Hanson of Wood-
stock named first runner-up 
and Aysia Hausler selected as 
the recipient of the Beautiful 
Heart scholarship.

	 Powell, 17, was also named 
the talent winner for her per-
formance of “Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow.” She will 
go on to complete for the title 
of Miss Alabama next year at 
Samford University. As the 
new Miss Wallace State and 
talent winner, Powell earned 
$600 in cash scholarships, as 
well as other prizes provided 
by sponsors of the event. She 
is the daughter of Mark and 
Kelli Powell.
	 Hanson, a freshman ma-
joring in Dance Education, 
earned a $250 scholarship as 
the first runner-up. She is the 
daughter of Mike and Tracie 
Hanson. Hausler received 

$150 as the Beautiful Heart 
scholarship recipient provid-
ed by former Miss Wallace 
State Rebecca Long Hayes. 
Hausler is the daughter of 
Damien Hausler and Hayle 
Posey.
	 Also crowned at Sunday’s 
competition was the new 
Miss North Alabama’s Teen, 
Gracie Harris of Jasper. She 
was also named the talent 
winner for her rendition of “I 
Hope You Dance.”
	 She will compete for the 
title of Miss Alabama Teen 
next year; she received $400 
in cash scholarships. Harris 
is the daughter of Brianna 
Harris and Trent and Carmen 

Harris.
	 Allie Grace Broadhead of 
Homewood was named first 
runner-up and received a 
$200 cash scholarship. She is 
the daughter of Brandon and 
Amber Broadhead. Emma 
Self of Cullman was named 
second runner-up, receiving 
a $100 cash scholarship. She 
is the daughter of Wes Self 
and Tracy Pasquinilli. Lily 
Shadeck of Cullman received 
the Beautiful Heart award 
and a $150 cash scholarship. 
She is the daughter of Charlie 
and Tracie Shadeck.
	 See photos from the event 
at https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBH-
GJX.

Special to The 
Cullman Tribune

Powell named Miss Wallace State 2025; Harris named Miss North Alabama’s Teen

WALLACE STATE

Marli Kate Powell waves after being 
crowned Miss Wallace State 2025.
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VINEMONT, Ala. – 
Vinemont High School 
hosted the inaugural 
Vinemont Invitational at the 
Vinemont Sports Complex 
Thursday afternoon and 
Holly Pond’s Travis Barnett 
claimed the win in the varsity 
boys’ race with a blistering 
time of 17:34.47. Fairview’s 
Alex England (18:22.34), 
Vinemont’s Brady Johnson 
(18:40.53), Good Hope’s 
Drake Nichols (19:00.06) and 
St. Bernard’s Parker Guthery 
(19:19.97) rounded out the 
top five.
	 In the varsity girls’ race, 
Holly Pond’s Mila Edmond-
son was the top local finisher 
in fifth place with a time of 
23:45.17. St. Bernard’s Madi-
lyn Kerber (25:04.44) placed 
seventh.

FULL LOCAL RESULTS
Holly Pond Boys
• • 1st – Travis Barnett: 
17:34.47
• 47th – Caden Moody: 
23:12.40
• 113th – Bryson Mullins: 
27:02.84

Holly Pond Girls
• 5th – Mila Edmondson: 

23:45.17
• 15th – Kynleigh Wood: 
26:50.27
• 49th – Jayden Persall: 
32:20.91

Fairview Boys
• 2nd – Alex England: 
18:22.34
• 25th – Parker Gutierrez: 
21:39.68
• 81st – Jackson Haynes: 
24:47.47

Fairview Girls
• 19th - Xana Wester: 27:43.17
• 32nd - Molly Lindsey: 
30:05.64
• 59th - Paisley Hopper: 
33:29.64
• 68th - Emma Buckelew: 
34:25.52
• 72nd - AnnaBelle Smith: 
34:48.03
• 77th - Yadday Medina: 
35:22.88
• 84th - Naveah Horton: 
36:36.64
• 95th - Daniela Castaneda: 
39:48.78
• 96th - Dakota Byer: 39:49.24
• 97th - Violeta Castaneda: 
39:49.83

Good Hope Boys
• 4th – Drake Nichols: 
19:00.06
• 126th – Oliver Horvath: 
28:16.57

Good Hope Girls
• 42nd – Aubrey Scott: 
31:36.34
• 66th – Brylee Benefield: 
34:02.94
• 69th – Evelyn Quinn: 
34:40.09

St. Bernard Boys
• 5th - Parker Guthery: 
19:19.97
• 6th - Sean Daly: 19:23.05
• 14th - Cash Daly: 20:54.47
• 94th - Luke Daly: 25:19.60
• 108th - Benedict Gil: 
26:34.14
• 127th - Kieran Gargan: 
28:29.04

St. Bernard Girls
• 7th – Madilyn Kerber: 
25:04.44

Vinemont Boys
• 3rd – Brady Johnson: 
18:40.53
• 39th – Andrew Landreth: 
22:38.24
• 104th – Clark Johnson: 
26:25.29

Vinemont Girls
• 44th – Abby Lee: 31:48.88

Cullman Christian Boys
• 28th – Garrett Scheer: 
21:57.87
• 83rd – Cooper Williams: 
24:51.63

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

PREP CROSS COUNTRY

Holly Pond’s Barnett wins inaugural 
Vinemont Invitational; full local results

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Holly Pond’s Travis Barnett, Fairview’s Alex England and Vinemont’s Brady Johnson 
placed first, second and third, respectively at Thursday’s Vinemont Invitational.

CHS Cross Country off to 
strong start
Cullman High School’s 
cross-country team kicked 
off their season with an im-
pressive performance, host-
ing the Friday Night Lights 
Distance Carnival. The event 
featured strong competition 
from Decatur High School, 
Vinemont High School, Good 
Hope High School, and Har-
mony School, but Cullman’s 
varsity squads dominated 
on their home course. The 
varsity girls took first place 
with a commanding perfor-
mance, led by Addi Vogelaar, 
who claimed 1st overall, and 
Khloe Nalley, who finished 
2nd. The top five girls, in-
cluding Katie Richter, Bella 
Caretti, and Ann Marie Land, 
secured places 1-2-4-5-6, 
totaling an outstanding 18 
points to win the meet.
	 The varsity boys also had 
a dominant showing, cap-
turing first place with a team 
score of 24 points. Andrue 
Barnett led the team with 
a 2nd place finish, followed 
closely by Connor Robinson, 
Cy Dawsey, Henry Crocker, 
and Dawson Helton. This 
collective effort placed all 
five runners in the top seven, 
showcasing the team's depth 
and consistency. Both the 
boys' and girls' teams set the 
tone for a promising season 
with their impressive starts 

at home.
	 In the following weeks, 
the Cullman cross-country 
teams competed in larger 
invitational meets, includ-
ing the Pepsi Cross Country 
Challenge in Moulton and 
the Chickasaw Trails Invita-
tional in Oakville.
	 Despite the heightened 
competition, both teams 
continued to post solid re-
sults. The boys, in particular, 
have shown excellent pack 
running, consistently main-
taining a 1-5 compression 
of under 60 seconds in each 
race, a crucial factor in team 
scoring and their continued 
success.
	 Currently, the team’s top 
performers for the 5k dis-
tance are maintaining strong 
times. For the girls, Mabry 
Free leads the team with a 
time of 20:08.11, followed 
by Addi Vogelaar and Khloe 
Nalley.
	 On the boys’ side, Henry 
Crocker holds the fastest 
time at 17:08.64, with Jacob 
Taylor and Connor Rob-
inson close behind. With 
these performances, Cull-
man cross-country is poised 
to have a successful season, 
continuing to build momen-
tum as they head into more 
competitive meets.

CHS Volleyball defeats 
Mortimer Jordan to im-
prove to 2-1 in area play
Cullman High School's 
volleyball team earned a 

crucial Area victory against 
Mortimer Jordan at Bearcat 
Arena, defeating the Blue 
Devils 3 games to 1. The win 
improved Cullman’s record 
to 2-1 in Area play, solidify-
ing their position as a strong 
contender in the race for 
the top spot. The Bearcats 
showcased their skill and re-
silience, particularly in the 
tightly contested sets, with 
game scores of 25-21, 25-21, 
25-27, and 25-17.
	 The match opened with 
Cullman taking the first two 

sets by identical scores of 
25-21. Strong serving and 
aggressive play at the net 
helped the Bearcats main-
tain control, despite Mor-
timer Jordan’s efforts to keep 
the sets close. Cullman’s 
front line, led by key players 
who delivered crucial kills 
and blocks, consistently out-
paced their opponents, al-
lowing the Bearcats to build 
and maintain leads in both 
sets.
	 Mortimer Jordan, how-
ever, showed their resilience 

in the third set, battling 
back in a thrilling back-and-
forth contest that extended 
beyond regulation. They 
managed to edge out Cull-
man 27-25, forcing a fourth 
set and keeping the match 
alive. Despite this setback, 
Cullman remained com-
posed and came out strong in 
the final set, dominating with 
a score of 25-17. Their energy 
and precision in the final mo-
ments proved too much for 
Mortimer Jordan to handle.
	 With the victory, Cull-

man improved to 2-1 in Area 
play and gained momentum 
as the season progresses.
	 The Bearcats will look to 
build on this performance 
and continue their push 
toward a higher seed in the 
postseason, while Mortimer 
Jordan will look to regroup 
and fight for their next op-
portunity. The Bearcats' 
strong showing in front of 
their home crowd at Bearcat 
Arena demonstrated their 
potential and determination 
as a team.

Cullman City Schools
Contributed

CHS ATHLETICS

Cross Country off to strong start, Volleyball tops Mortimer Jordan

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman’s varsity volleyball team defeated Mortimer Jordan 3-1 Thursday afternoon.

Contest (from Front)
half-brothers who live out of 
state, Mason has become the 
center of attention for the 
whole family.
	 “Baby Mason has been 
the biggest little blessing for 
our family,” Oakley shared. 
	 When asked about a fa-
vorite memory with Mason, 
Oakley recalled Mason’s first 
beach trip with his friend 
Walker. “Watching Mason 
touch the sand and play in the 
ocean for the very first time is 
something I will never forget. 
It was extremely special to 
me that he got to share that 
with me as well as his little 
buddy Walker. They're just 
six weeks apart, and I hope 
that was the first of many 
beach trips together.”
	 With $25,000 up for 

grabs, his family looks to 
provide for the future of their 
three boys.
	 “It would be a huge bless-
ing if Mason was chosen to 
be the Baby of the Year. We 
would be able to share his 
joyous light with others all 
over.
	 "The $25,000 would be a 
huge blessing and we would 
use the earnings towards our 
three boy’s futures, wheth-
er it’s with college or else-
where,” Oakley explained. 
	 The contest has not only 
provided the family with a 
fun opportunity to showcase 
Mason’s cheerful spirit, but 
it has also brought attention 
to Baby2Baby, a nonprofit or-
ganization that benefits from 
donations made through the 

voting process. Baby2Baby 
provides diapers, clothing 
and other essential items to 
children living in poverty.
	 “In the last 13 years, Baby-
2Baby has distributed over 
450 million essential items 
to families in need across the 
country. Baby2Baby is reach-
ing over one million children 
every year in all 50 states,” 
according to the contest web-
site.
	 Currently, Mason sits at 
No. 3 in the contest rankings. 
Voting for Mason can be done 
daily until the close of the 
current round on Thursday, 
Sept. 26.
	 To vote for Mason, 
visit www.babyoftheyear.
org/2024/mason-oakley. Any 
monetary donations made 

through the contest are in 
support of Baby2Baby and 
are tax deductible.
	 Mason’s mother ex-
pressed gratitude for the sup-
port they’ve received so far.
	 “Thank you for all the 
encouraging words, love and 
support that have been given 
to baby Mason already.
	 "We truly appreciate all 
your votes and look forward 
to seeing how far he goes with 
the contest. Please continue 
to vote daily as well as share 
with others,” she said. 
	 “Mason is a huge ray of 
sunshine that will always 
turn anyone's cloudy day 
bright! Vote for Mason!”
	 For more information on 
the contest, visit www.baby-
oftheyear.org. MEAGHEN WOODIS OAKLEY
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Holly Pond’s Travis Barnett, Fairview’s Alex England and Vinemont’s Brady Johnson 
placed first, second and third, respectively at Thursday’s Vinemont Invitational.

man improved to 2-1 in Area 
play and gained momentum 
as the season progresses.
	 The Bearcats will look to 
build on this performance 
and continue their push 
toward a higher seed in the 
postseason, while Mortimer 
Jordan will look to regroup 
and fight for their next op-
portunity. The Bearcats' 
strong showing in front of 
their home crowd at Bearcat 
Arena demonstrated their 
potential and determination 
as a team.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman’s varsity volleyball team defeated Mortimer Jordan 3-1 Thursday afternoon.

“Calamity of Souls” is 
set in southern Virgin-
ia in 1968, a time when 
George Wallace was 

running for president of the 
United States on a platform 
of unity. Unity meaning sep-
aration of Blacks and Whites. 
It was also the Jim Crow era 
and during the Vietnam war. 
Baldacci said this book is 
somewhat autobiographical 
because he grew up in the 60s 
and 70s and wanted to be an 
attorney.
	 Jerome Washington is 
employed as a gardener for 
a wealthy white couple in 
Franklin County, Virginia. 
The couple thinks highly of 

him and has even had his 
family over for a cookout 
and to swim in the pool. It is 
Friday afternoon and Jerome 
is to be paid for the week’s 
work.
	 He goes to the back door 
and knocks, but there is no 
answer. He goes to the front 
door, but no one answers. He 
goes back to the back door 
and enters the home.
	 He finds both the husband 
and wife on the floor covered 
in blood. Before he can go for 
help, the police arrive. He is 
immediately taken into cus-
tody on the charge of double 
homicide.
	 Robert “Jack” Lee is a 
local attorney who has been 
in practice a few years. He 
is asked to take the case to 

defend Jerome. He is hesitant 
to take the case, but he agrees 
to visit him at the county jail.
	 When Jack sees Jerome, 
who has been beaten and 
is obviously suffering from 
broken ribs, he decides to 
take the case.
	 Jack is struggling to 
gather evidence, and one of 
Wallace’s backers is trying 
to insure that Jerome is con-
victed.
	 With his influence, the 
death penalty is reinstated. 
The prosecuting attorney 
surprises Jack by charging 
Jerome’s wife, Pearl, as an 
accomplice to murder.
	 When Jack is at a low 
point, Desiree Dubose, a 
Black civil rights attorney 
from the North, arrives to 

help. She has a reputation 
of defending Black peoples’ 
rights and winning more 
cases than losing.
	 Jack and Desiree begin 
interviewing possible wit-
nesses and trying to find ev-
idence to prove that Jerome 
and Pearl are innocent. Jack 
and Desiree experience more 
hatred and racism than Jack 
expected, but Desiree is not 
surprised. 
	 I found this book remi-
niscent of “To Kill A Mock-
ingbird,” one of my all-time 
favorites. It involves a White 
man defending an innocent 
Black man, which brings 
hatred onto his family. 
	 As in “To Kill a Mocking-
bird,” the themes are man's 
inhumanity to man, the 

cruelness of mob mentality, 
courage, empathy and the 
importance of family.  
	 I have read other books 
set in the 1960s and have 
been appalled by the use of 
the “N” word. Baldacci has 
found a way to convey the ep-
ithet without actually using 
it. I found it much easier to 
read and was not offended.
	 David Baldacci published 
his first novel, “Absolute 
Power,” in 1996. The feature 
film adaptation followed, 
with Clint Eastwood as its 
director and star.
	 In total, David has pub-
lished 50 novels for adults; 
all have been national and 
international bestsellers, and 
several have been adapted for 
film and television.

	 His novels are published 
in over 45 languages and 
in more than 80 countries, 
with 150 million copies sold 
worldwide. David has also 
published seven novels for 
young readers. (www.david-
baldacci.com) 

Cathy Lay Mayor grew up 
in Cullman and graduated 
from Cullman High School 
in 1976. She says when she 
writes book reviews, she 
tries to remember what 
Mrs. Gilbert taught her in 
11th-grade English. She 
lived in Dothan for more 
than 30 years and is married 
with three adult children 
and six grandchildren. She 
retired to Panama City, but 
still calls Alabama home.

UA Early College students 
named to summer 2024 
Director's List
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. - A total 
of 298 students enrolled 
in UA Early College during 
summer 2024 at The Univer-
sity of Alabama were named 
to the Director's List with 

an academic record of 3.6 or 
higher.
	 The Director's List rec-
ognizes students enrolled in 
classes through the UA Early 
College program. UA Early 
College allows high school 
students to get a head start 
on their college courses.
	 High school sophomores, 
juniors and seniors enrolled 
in UA Early College can 

choose from more than 80 
different online and on-cam-
pus courses and earn up to 30 
hours of college credit.

The summer 2024 list in-
cludes the following local 
students:
•	 Brooke Harding of Arab, 
who attends Arab High 
School
•	 Jon Harding of Arab, who 

attends Arab High School
•	 Mia Fortner of Holly 
Pond, who attends Fairview 
High School

Gabrielle Allred of Crane 
Hill named to University 
of Alabama summer 2024 
Dean’s List
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Ga-
brielle Allred of Crane Hill 

was named to The University 
of Alabama Dean’s List for 
summer 2024.
	 A total of 501 students en-
rolled during summer semes-
ter 2024 at The University of 
Alabama were named to the 
Dean's List with an academic 
record of 3.5 (or above) or the 
President's List with an aca-
demic record of 4.0 (all A's).
	 These driven students are 

making waves across UA's 
more than 70 undergraduate 
programs and 12 colleges and 
schools.
	 The UA Dean's and 
President's Lists recognize 
full-time undergraduate stu-
dents.
	 The lists do not apply to 
graduate students or under-
graduate students who take 
less than a full course load.

Cathy Lay Mayor
Tribune Contributor

Staff Reports
Contributor

BOOK REVIEW: ‘Calamity of Souls’ by David Baldacci

Education notes

Contest (from Front)

MEAGHEN WOODIS OAKLEY
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Real Estate consists of 3 +/- acres that is completely fenced
with office building, warehouses and utility storage

buildings on the property. 

Selling approximately 580 lots of personal property at 9 AM. 

Real Estate at 12 PM (NOON) and then a very rare 1952
Industrial  Super A Demonstrator Tractor. We will then

continue to sell the  personal property lots until all lots are
SOLD! 

Preview the real estate and personal property items on 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th 9 AM (CT)
NARRELL TRACTOR in Cullman, Alabama 
REAL ESTATE plus PARTS and INVENTORY!!! 

Friday, Sept. 27th, from 9 AM - 4 PM.
Auction Site: 7870 Al Highway 69 N, Cullman, AL 35058. 

Visit www.swaffordauctiongroup.com for more information, directions,
pictures, and terms. 

 
1008 West Main Street, Centre, AL 35960 Phone: 256.927.8900 Toll Free: 877.222.5720

R. Shane Swafford, ASL#1589 GANR#2635 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Alabama 
Commissioner of Agriculture 
and Industries Rick Pate this 
week visited local nonprofit 
Hope Horses, presented the 
organization with $10,000.
	 Pate said the funds are 
to continue and expand the 
nonprofit’s therapeutic/
adaptive riding program, 
school field trip program and 
equine camp program. 
	 Executive Director Kelsey 
Scott shared her appreciation 
for the funding. 
	 "It's truly wonderful 
having individuals such as 
Commissioner Rick Pate that 
support and back the mission 
of our program,” Scott said. 
“Hope is a true community 
organization and it takes 
many individuals to make 

this organization a success."
	 Learn more about Hope 

Horses at www.hopehorse-
sinc.com. 

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

Hope Horses receives $10K boost 
from Ag Commissioner Pate

KELSEY SCOTT

Left to right are Rep. Randall Shedd, R-Fairview; Alabama 
Farm Credit CFO and Hope Horses Board Member Kedric 
Karkosh; Hope Horses Volunteer Coordinator Allison Curl; 
Hope Horses Executive Director Kelsey Scott; Alabama 
Commissioner of Agriculture and Industries Rick Pate; 
Happy Tails Owner and Hope Horses Board Member Page 
Dowdy; and Alabama Farm Credit CEO Mel Koller.

Berlin (from Front)

BERLIN, Ala. — The Berlin 
Town Council on Monday, 
Sept. 16, passed a $1.9 mil-
lion 2025 budget, including 
projected expenses from the 
Town’s three funds and with 
$846,200 carried over from 
the 2024 budget. In addition 
to carried-over funds, the 
budget projects $1,295,200 
in revenues. Despite high 
numbers and big ticket proj-
ects, the budget still predicts 
an end-of-year surplus of 
$185,200.

Big projected expenses in-
clude:
•	 $550,000 for the Town’s 
park and recreation project, 
plus $55,000 for architectur-
al services and engineering 
related to the project

•	 $300,000 for road work 
on Mt. Carmel Drive

•	 $90,000 for payroll and 
related personnel expenses

•	 $75,000 for road work on 
County Roads 1612 and 1614

Recognizing Town Clerk 
Keirstyn Montgomery’s 
recent completion of her 
last government accounting 
certification, and noting that 
state regulations will require 
clerks at her tenure to be paid 
at least $58,000 in the coming 
year unless the Town tracks 
overtime, the council voted 
to raise her salary to $60,000.
	 As of the end of this farm-
ers market season, she will 
be at town hall five days per 
week, and the Town will seek 
an assistant manager for the 
market next year.

	 Mayor Patrick Bates 
announced that the Town 
received a $5,000 state Re-
source Conservation and 
Development grant to help 
pay for handicap-accessible 
restrooms.
	 The council had previous-
ly decided to hold off on that 
project, but on Monday de-
termined to renew its plans, 
voting to secure architectur-
al services for the farmers 
market and park from Bir-
mingham-based CCR Archi-
tecture and Interiors.
	 The council also voted to 
purchase a battery backup 
unit for town hall in the 
amount of $1,500.
	 The Berlin Town Council 
meets at 7 p.m. on the third 
Monday of each month at 
Berlin Town Hall.
	 The public is invited to 
attend.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com
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Obituary Announcements: Sept. 19-20

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Phone: 256-739-1351
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Christopher ‘Chris/
Choche’ Wallace Bag-
well, 52
Funeral service for 
Christopher “Chris/
Choche” Wallace Bag-
well, age 52, of Cull-
man, is Sunday, Sept. 
22, 2024, at 2 p.m. at 
Cullman Funeral Home 
chapel, with Mr. Bag-
well lying in state from 
noon-2 p.m. Visitation 
will be held Saturday, 
Sept. 21, 2024, from 
5:30-8 p.m. at the chapel 
and interment will be at 
Good Hope Cemetery. 
Opening prayer, the 
obituary, and scripture 
reading will be by Jay-
lynn Milligan. Buddy 
Howard, Chris Hendrix, 
Tommy Britt, and Kevin 
Bagwell will be honor-
ing Chris by saying a few 
words about him as well.  
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
family. Chris was born 
Jan. 5, 1972, to Wal-
lace Bagwell and Alice 
Elaine Crane White. 
He went to his heaven-
ly home on Thursday, 
Sept. 19, 2024, at Hunts-
ville Hospital. He was 

preceded in death by 
his parents, Alice White 
and Wallace Bagwell; 
infant daughter, Faith 
Bagwell; sister, Connie 
Phillips; and niece, 
Jessica Bagwell. He is 
survived by his beau-
tiful and loving wife of 
24 years, Jennie Bag-
well; sons, Jake John-
son-Bagwell, Luke Bag-
well, and Jager Burns; 
daughter, Hope Bag-
well; brother and sis-
ter-in-law, Kenny and 
Janet Bagwell; sister, 
Teresa (Herb) Mayo; 
mother and father-in-
law, Sheila and Jerry 
Stewart; grandchildren, 
Ace Parker Bagwell, Ava 
Jo Bagwell, Able Lee 
Bagwell, Blakely Brooke 
Burns, Adelynn Tate 
Burns; a host of nieces 
and nephews, aunts and 
uncles. Pallbearers will 
be Jordan Pace, Antho-
ny Pace, Preston Bag-
well, Paydon Bagwell, 
Landon Bagwell, Corey 
Phillips, John Phillips, 
and Chase Cruze.  The 
honorary pallbearer will 
be Kevin Bagwell. Chris 
was a beloved husband, 

daddy, pops, brother 
and friend.  Family said 
he is a legend and the 
best that was ever made.  
He was kind, giving, re-
spectful to all, and loved 
his family so much.  Ev-
eryone who knew Chris 
loved him and he had 
many who depended 
on him to be that stable 
friend who was always 
there and ready to jump 
in and help. He was a 
hard worker, working 
at Britt Demolition for 
over 20 years.  He is 
gone too soon but will 
always be remembered 
and cherished by those 
who love him for all 
days to come.   

Heath Shane Pack, 39
Heath Shane Pack, age 
39 of Cullman, passed 
away on Tuesday, Sept. 
17, 2024. He was born 
June 8, 1985, to Ricky 
Kitchens and Tammy 
(David) Duckworth. He 
was preceded in death 
by his father; broth-
er, Richard Kitchens; 
grandfather, Jerry 
Holmes; Uncle, Tim 
Holder & Aunt, Tere-

asa Culvert. Survivors 
include his daughter, 
Savannah Pack; mother, 
Tammy (David) Duck-
worth; brothers, Mi-
chael (Brandi) Pack and 
Justin Kitchens; sister, 
Alicia Kitchens; neph-
ews, Tylan Pack & Aiden 
Kitchens; grandmother, 
Pauline Holmes; Uncle, 
Roger Holder; Aunts, 
Leanne (Russell) 
Campbell & Donna 
(Steven) Tolbert and a 
host of cousins, family 
& friends. No Services 
are planned at this time.

Charles Neil Glass-
cock, 91
It is with deep sorrow 
that we announce the 
passing of Charles Neil 
Glasscock, who left us 
on the 16th of Septem-
ber, 2024, at the vener-
able age of 91. Neil drew 
his first breath on June 
3, 1933, in Cullman, Al-
abama, and lived a life 
characterized by un-
wavering integrity, de-
votion, and duty to ser-
vice. Neil was a product 
of East Elementary and 
Cullman High School, 

and his thirst for knowl-
edge led him to further 
his education at the 
University of North 
Alabama and the Uni-
versity of Alabama. He 
ultimately received his 
Juris Doctor from At-
lanta Law School. This 
educational journey 
laid the groundwork for 
a notable career in fed-
eral law enforcement. 
A proud veteran of the 
Korean War and a Lt. 
Colonel in the Army Re-
serve, Neil's patriotism 
and valor were integral 
to his identity. His com-
mitment to his country 
was both admirable and 
inspiring. Profession-
ally, Neil was esteemed 
for his role as a federal 
agent in the Treasury 
Department and later as 
a Deputy Director at the 
Federal Law Enforce-
ment Training Center 
in Glynco, Georgia. His 
unwavering commit-
ment to upholding jus-
tice and his leadership 
in the development of 
law enforcement offi-
cers stood as a testa-
ment to his professional 

excellence. Neil's pas-
sion for photography 
earned him accolades 
as an award-winning 
photographer. His abili-
ty to capture the beauty 
of the natural world 
and the essence of life 
was not only a source of 
personal fulfillment but 
also brought wonder 
and delight to those 
who witnessed his craft. 
Neil's existence was 
a living embodiment 
of his core principles: 
fidelity, service, and 
distinction. Preced-
ed in death by his son 
Whitney, Neil's legacy 
is carried on by his son 
Greg, his beloved wife 
Ann Gibson Glasscock, 
and his grandson Greg-
ory. His memory will be 
cherished by his family, 
friends, and all those 
fortunate enough to 
have known him. His 
service to his nation and 
his community leaves 
an indelible mark that 
will be remembered 
with reverence and af-
fection. A memorial will 
be held in Cullman at a 
later date.
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From the files of 1900
M. Dickerman has purchased 
the sawmill, belonging to W. 
Turney, near Vinemont.
	 Doctor W.A. Barclift of 
Hartselle is having a cottage 
erected on the bluff, over-
looking the Vinemont rail-
road station and will use it as 
a summer home.
	 Swiss and Limberger 
cheese always to be had at Al 
Richter’s. Adv.
	 The streets are constantly 
crowded with cotton wagons.
	 Mrs. C.J. Brown enter-
tained a few friends on Tues-
day evening.

COMMUNITY MATTERS

Simmons (from Front)

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — The 
Shelby Institute for Policy 
and Leadership at The Uni-
versity of Alabama recently 
announced the 39 students 
selected as the inaugural 
class of Shelby Scholars — 
an undergraduate program 
within the Institute.
	 “It’s an honor to be se-
lected as an inaugural Shelby 
Scholar,” said Samad Gillani, 
president of the Student Gov-
ernment Association from 
Hoover, Alabama. “We are all 
excited to benefit from this 
program, learn from accom-
plished leaders and better 
understand policymaking. I 
believe the group’s multidis-
ciplinary makeup will lead 
to meaningful conversations 
about the various qualities of 

leadership impacting policy 
and public service.”
	 In 2023, Senator Rich-
ard Shelby donated his con-
gressional materials to The 
University of Alabama to be 
archived for research and ac-
ademic purposes and to ben-
efit future leaders. Following 
his donation, the Shelby 
Institute for Policy and Lead-
ership was created and en-
dowed through appropriated 
federal funds and funds from 
The University of Alabama.
	 Finis E. St. John IV, exec-
utive director of the Shelby 
Institute for Policy and Lead-
ership and UA System Chan-
cellor and Trustee emeritus, 
expressed enthusiasm about 
the program’s impact: “We 
look forward to working with 
these outstanding scholars. 
We know that these students 
will be leaders in the future 

in many fields, and our goal is 
to help prepare them for suc-
cessful careers.”
	 As part of their curric-
ulum, Shelby Scholars will 
participate in two exclusive 
classes this academic year: a 
speaker series featuring local, 
state and national leaders 
and a course on the Constitu-
tion’s role in modern society 
led by former UA Law School 
Dean and Shelby Institute 
Academic Director Mark E. 
Brandon.
	 Shelby Scholars will also 
receive curated professional 
mentoring and education 
to participate in selective 
experiential learning oppor-
tunities like internships and 
undergraduate research.
	 The Shelby Scholars pro-
gram offers a credit-bear-
ing curriculum designed to 
provide students from any 

academic field with a deep 
understanding of policy 
and public service through 
unique programming, expe-
riential learning and interac-
tions with prominent guest 
lecturers.

The inaugural class of 
Shelby Scholars includes:
•	 Hannah Adams, Birming-
ham
•	 Kalleigh Ahern, Brent-
wood, Tennessee
•	 Jack Allison, Birmingham
•	 Ella Kate Brooks, Syla-
cauga
•	 Olivia Brown, Homewood
•	 Taylor Carnley, Opp
•	 Maria Derisavi, Great 
Mills, Maryland
•	 Alexandra Dunn-Cordo-
va, Bellevue, Washington
•	 Olivia Frazier, Birming-
ham
•	 Samad Gillani, Hoover

•	 Katherine Gray, Tuscalo-
osa
•	 Aubrei Grisaffe, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma
•	 Andrew Hall, Birming-
ham
•	 Hudson Hanner, Garden-
dale
•	 Raegan Harris, Duncan-
ville
•	 Pierce “Jack” Harris III, 
Guntersville
•	 Emma Hou, St. Louis
•	 Alton Hudson, Huntsville
•	 Marah Inman, Hatties-
burg, Mississippi
•	 Sophia Lotzow, Bain-
bridge, Indiana
•	 Teegan Mathey, Aurora, 
Illinois
•	 Cameron Morgan, Butler
•	 Hannah Newman, 
Ooltewah, Tennessee
•	 Bennett Ogle, Farragut, 
Tennessee
•	 Ally-Anna Outlaw, Brun-

didge
•	 Morgan Patrick, Hoover
•	 Autumn Pernell, Tuscalo-
osa
•	 Julienne Pharrams, 
Deatsville
•	 Chloe Pickle, Hamilton
•	 Michael Regnier, Wake 
Forest, North Carolina
•	 Finley Richardson, 
Saraland
•	 Claire Roberts, Tuscaloo-
sa
•	 Matthew Savas, Crystal 
Lake, Ilinois
•	 Counts Shanks, Springda-
le, Arkansas
•	 William Shelby, Tuscalo-
osa
•	 Samantha Simmons, 
Hartselle
•	 Taylor Simmons, Cull-
man
•	 Andrew Stovall, Winfield
•	 Reagan Wells, DeFuniak 
Springs, Florida

Jennifer Brady
Contributor

Peterson (from Front)

JACKSONVILLE, Ala. — 
Cassandra Peterson of Holly 
Pond is one of seven student 
contributors to Jackson-
ville State University's stu-
dent-run news outlet, The 
Chanticleer, and the stu-
dent-run radio station, WLJS 
91.9 FM, who have been 
named finalists for Pinnacle 
Awards by the College Media 
Association. The Pinnacle 
Awards recognize excellence 
in student contributions in 
news and media production 
on college campuses.
	 This year, student mem-

bers working with WLJS 
91.9 FM are finalists for Best 
Audio Newscast (Tanner 
Kughn), Best Audio Sports-
cast (Hayden Coker) and 
Best Audio Promotion or PSA 
(Aidan Cathey, Katie Cush-
ing, Cassie Peterson). On the 
print news side, The Chanti-
cleer contributors are in con-
sideration for Best Feature 
Story (Anna Barrett), Best 
Profile (Madeline Ricard), 
Best Feature Story (Maddie 
Reid), and the organization 
is up for Website of the Year 
( jsuchanticleer.com).
	 Professor of Public Re-
lations and Advertising and 
The Ayers Family Endowed 

Chair of Journalism and 
Mass Communication at 
Jacksonville State University, 
Dr. Chris McCollough, com-
mented on the growing body 
of accomplishments from the 
student contributors at both 
outlets: "Our student staffs 
have helped ensure that stu-
dents who make the time to 
engage with student media 
on our campus are gaining 
industry-relevant experi-
ence and building an indus-
try-ready portfolio." 
	 He added, "Their hard 
work is leading to a growing 
body of award-winning ac-
complishments, which com-
plement and elevate the value 

of their education here in the 
Department of Communica-
tion and at Jacksonville State 
University." 
	 The announcement 
of seven finalists reflects 
growth in accomplishment 
from both outlets since the 
2023 award year, when stu-
dent staff members with The 
Chanticleer had four final-
ists for recognition in the 
student news competitions, 
winning three awards. The 
College Media Association, 
founded in 1954, has long 
been dedicated to supporting 
and recognizing excellence in 
student media. Competing in 
the Division II category for 

news and audio, Jacksonville 
State University's students 
are up against top media pro-
grams at institutions such as 
Vanderbilt University, Hof-
stra University and Loyola 
Marymount.
	 In the PSA category, they 
are competing with submis-
sions from programs like 
Michigan State, Syracuse 
University and the Universi-
ty of South Carolina.
	 Both WLJS 91.9 FM and 
The Chanticleer maintain 
editorial autonomy and are 
run by students, with faculty 
advisory support from the 
Department of Communica-
tion and its Student Media 

Advisor, Ben Cunningham. 
Students, regardless of 
major, are encouraged to 
engage with Jacksonville 
State University's student 
media outlets as contributors 
or to work as part of the paid 
senior staff.
	 Becoming involved not 
only offers real-world experi-
ence, but also opens doors to 
national recognition, just like 
the students named as Pinna-
cle Award finalists this year.
	 Interested students can 
stop by the Department of 
Communication or visit the 
student media offices to learn 
more about how to get in-
volved.

Josh Underwood 
Contributor

Program (from Front)
ties in Huntsville, Madison, 
Decatur, Hartselle, Cullman, 
Oxford and Montgomery and 
has been exposed to local law 
enforcement, fire and rescue 
and state and local govern-
ment facilities.
	 Cole shared his excite-

ment and expressed grati-
tude for his involvement in 
the program. 
	 “Being part of the STAR 
International Police Ex-
change program is a great op-
portunity to bridge cultures 
and enhance our policing 

skills,” Cole said. “Hosting 
our German colleagues in 
Cullman allowed us to learn 
from their experiences while 
showcasing our community 
and practices. It's a mutually 
beneficial experience that 
reinforces the value of global 

cooperation in law enforce-
ment."
	 According to City of Cull-
man Marketing and Public 
Relations Coordinator Mary 
Beth Sellers, activities in-
cluded a helicopter ride with 
pilot Gene Bates, hiking at 

Hurricane Creek Park, lunch 
at the police department, vis-
iting the Warehouse District 
and practicing at the shoot-
ing range. On Thursday, they 
also visited Hank's Sports Bar 
& Rumors Deli and Cullman 
Fire Rescue. 

	 “It aims to enhance 
collaboration, share best 
practices and promote cul-
tural understanding through 
reciprocal hosting and hands-
on experiences in diverse po-
licing environments,” Sellers 
said.
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It is 2:00 on a Thursday. 
No, not 2:00 in the af-
ternoon. I’m upstairs 
in my office writing 

what you are now reading. 
You might ask, “Why are you 
writing at 2:00 in the morn-
ing?” The real question is, 
“Why am I up at 2:00 in the 
morning?” Well, I think it has 
something to do with my age. 
It’s definitely not the coffee. 
Maybe it is the fear that we 
might have bad weather. It is 
raining outside, but not like 

we had expected. Consider-
ing that Hurricane Francine 
made landfall in Louisiana 
last night, it’s not bad here 
in Central Alabama. I hear 
my windchimes on the back 
porch, but it is a slow, soft 
melody they are playing. The 
wind is barely blowing.
	 They say 60 is the new 40. 
I guess they say that because 
we live longer these days. We 
are also much healthier (and 
perhaps more immature) 
than people used to be at 60. 
I do know for certain that 
60 is not nearly as old as it 
once was. Back when I was 
30, 60 was old. Now that I’m 
staring at 70 and wondering 

what happened, 60 is young, 
and 30, well that must be 
the new teenage years. Now, 
old doesn’t start until some-
where around 90.
	 I used to hear people say, 
“Life begins at 40…it begins 
to go downhill.” Things begin 
to hurt that we used to not 
even know we had! Body 
parts that once worked well, 
have retired!
	 Honestly, I enjoyed really 
good health until I hit 60, so 
maybe 60 really is the new 40. 
That being said, if 60 is the 
new 40, then midnight must 
be the new 9:00!
	 I think now I’m beginning 
to understand why I’m up at 

2:00 in the morning. I turned 
in at 9:00 last night. Lately, I 
go to bed at 9:00 almost every 
night. When I was younger, I 
was a night owl. I rarely called 
it a day before midnight. Mid-
night is the official ending of 
each day, so I guess I thought 
let’s get everything we can 
out of this day before we start 
on a new one.
	 Back then, I could sleep 
in until 10:00 if I had the 
opportunity. I rarely had 
that opportunity, but I could 
easily hang in there until 
7:00 or 8:00…could and did. 
But these days, while I am 
still barely enjoying the new 
40s, 7:00 would be sleeping 

in. I used to require eight, or 
maybe even nine hours each 
night. If I get six these days, 
I’m happy and not too cranky 
the next day. Well, don’t ask 
Jean about that last part…she 
might not agree.
	 They say that life makes 
a cycle. That we become 
like a child again when we 
get older. Perhaps so, I have 
noticed myself doing some 
childish things lately. When 
I was a child, before my teen-
age years, I remember my 
bedtime being 9:00…except 
on Tuesday nights. Mom let 
me stay up and watch The 
Fugitive on Tuesdays and it 
didn’t go off until 10:00. So, 

I’ve come full circle and back 
to going to bed at 9:00 most 
nights. The Fugitive doesn’t 
come on anymore.
	 Well, it’s almost 4:00 
now, and I’ve rambled on 
long enough. I’ve reached my 
wordcount, plus I’m getting a 
little tired. I think I’ll go back 
to bed and sleep in…maybe 
until 7:00! Oh, wait, I can’t 
sleep that late, I’ve got early 
pickleball this morning! Life 
is good and God is great, even 
in my 40s and at 2:00 in the 
morning! Have a blessed day!

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-728-5514 (office).

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

It was one of those nights
Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

From the files of 1900
M. Dickerman has purchased 
the sawmill, belonging to W. 
Turney, near Vinemont.
	 Doctor W.A. Barclift of 
Hartselle is having a cottage 
erected on the bluff, over-
looking the Vinemont rail-
road station and will use it as 
a summer home.
	 Swiss and Limberger 
cheese always to be had at Al 
Richter’s. Adv.
	 The streets are constantly 
crowded with cotton wagons.
	 Mrs. C.J. Brown enter-
tained a few friends on Tues-
day evening.

	 W. Thomas Green of 
Joppa has entered the Poly-
technic College.
	 Miss Hattie Gibson left 
this week for an extended 
visit to friends in Morgan 
County.
	 A.M. Weatherford has 
been at work putting electric 
lights in the courthouse, this 
week.
	 Mrs. M.W. Howard 
stopped in Cullman, this 
week, on her return from 
Kentucky, where Mr. Howard 
has been making campaign 
speeches.
	 John F. Knight went to 

Birmingham on Wednesday 
to meet Mrs. Knight, who has 
just returned from Canada. 
They will reside here.

From the files of 1950
Philip G. Hartung has been 
elected president of the State 
Board of Pharmacy. He owns 
Peoples Drug Company.
	 A.C.E. Grafton of Route 
Four, Cullman has peanuts he 
grew measuring 7 ½ inches 
around, the oblong way. The 
seed came from Florida. He 
feeds the “gobblers” to his 
hogs.

	 Those yelling for the 
Bearcats on Friday night in-
cluded Helen Hamilton and 
Kenneth Speegle, Doris Less-
man and Kermit Robinson, 
Gwen Hart and Elwin Robin-
son and Jeanette and Bobby 
Joe Blalock. The game was at 
Scottsboro.
	 Dwight McSwain leaves 
the Bearcat football team to 
enter the Army on October 
19.
	 Cullman defeated Scotts-
boro, 14 to 6. Coach Tilrow 
Morrison attributed the 
upset to the blocking of Asa 
Blalock, Dahlke and Cook.

	 Charley Dewberry, age 
three, was killed at Liber-
ty Grove, when he fell into 
a neighbor’s boiling pot of 
water, where they were kill-
ing hogs.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Fonzie 
Gregory, Mr. and Mrs. Oran 
Holmes and Lowell Holmes 
were baptized at the John R. 
Holmes pond last week.
	 The little son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Melvin Aldridge of 
Piney Grove severely cut his 
leg on a pile of sawdust. It re-
quired several stitches.
	 Mr. and Mrs. E.E. Bon-
trager have a new daughter, 

Barbara Kay, born on Sep-
tember 26.
	 Mrs. Ray Benefield of 
Hulaco has a new electric 
range. It is a present from her 
daughter, Lucille of Arab.
	 John Bishop of Berlin has 
a mule for sale.
	 Jack Mann, age 22 and 
Vida Faye Hamrick were re-
cently married.
	 There was a foot washing 
held at Spring Hill Church 
last Saturday night.

Mrs. Lonnie Rice of Hancev-
ille rode the Greyhound bus 
to Birmingham last Monday.

HISTORY

Files from yesteryear: 1900, 1950

POET'S CORNER
Pied Beauty | By: Gerard Manley Hopkins, 1844-1889

Glory be to God for dappled things –

	 For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow;

		  For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;

Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches’ wings;

	 Landscape plotted and pieced – fold, fallow, and plough;

		  And áll trádes, their gear and tackle and trim.

All things counter, original, spare, strange;

	 Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?)

		  With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim;

He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change:

				    Praise him.

COMMUNITY MATTERS
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*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying 
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

GMC DEALER GMC DEALER 
OF THE YEAROF THE YEAR
6 TIMES IN A ROW!6 TIMES IN A ROW!

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIPALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP

18" X 8.5" 
MACHINED 
ALUMINUM 

WHEELS | 6.2L 
ECOTEC3 V8 

ENGINE | KEYLESS 
OPEN AND START WAS $73,655NOW $61,905*

STK#49657

CREW CAB SHORT BOX 4-WHEEL DRIVE AT4

NEW 2024 GMC SIERRA 1500

1.3L TURBO 
ENGINE | 18" 

BRIGHT SILVER 
PAINTED 

ALUMINUM 
WHEELS | REMOTE 
KEYLESS ENTRY/
REMOTE START

WAS $29,080

NOW $22,830*
STK#44174

PREFERRED FWD NEW 2024 BUICK ENCORE GX

6.6L DURAMAX V8 TURBO DIESEL | GOOSENECK/FIFTH WHEEL PACKAGE | HITCH GUIDANCE/
HITCH VIEW | 

20" POLISHED ALUMINUM WHEELSREMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY/REMOTE START NOW $56,897*
STK#48530

CREW CAB STANDARD BOX 4-WHEEL DRIVE DENALI

 PRE-OWNED 2020 GMC SIERRA 2500 HD

6.2L ECOTEC3 
V8 ENGINE | GMC 
MULTIPRO POWER 

STEPS | REMOTE 
KEYLESS ENTRY/
REMOTE START | 

20"X 9" POLISHED 
ALUMINUM WHEELS 
| POWER SUNROOF | 

HEAD UP DISPLAY CONTACT US FOR PRICE
STK#50125

CREW CAB SHORT BOX 4-WHEEL DRIVE DENALI PRE-OWNED 2023 GMC SIERRA 1500

SAVESAVE$11,750$11,750

SAVE$6,250

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

IN YOURIN YOUR
POCKETPOCKET   

KEEP MORE MONEY
KEEP MORE MONEY   

WHEN YOU
WHEN YOU

SHOP WITH US!
SHOP WITH US!

%%

ALL TIRES
1010
(NEW AND LIGHT TRUCK EXCLUDED)

OFFOFF

COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

.. . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

COMMUNITY MATTERS


