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Thousands gather for Cullman
County Veterans Day Celebration

Gauge Day

gauge@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Despite
a day filled with overcast
skies and canceled flight
shows, the Cullman County
Veterans Day Celebration
saw an impressive turnout

on Saturday, Nov. 2, with
over 4,000 attendees gath-
ering at Cullman Regional
Airport to honor local veter-
ans. The event, which ran for
the greater part of the day,
was free to the public, with
veterans and their spouses
receiving a warm welcome

with complimentary coffee,
donuts and a special lunch
provided by the Cullman
Elks Lodge.

Retired Colonel Ken
Brown, representative for
the Cullman Elks Veterans
Committee, reflected on
the day’s suc- » PAGE3

KENNY REESE
The Vietnam-era Huey helicopter, in all its glory, allowed
attendees an opportunity to sit in the cockpit and become
immersed in a time long since passed at the Cullman County
Veterans Day Celebration on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024.
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Kim Tldwell received the Personal Pathways Award at The Link
of Cullman County's 2024 Gala on Friday, Nov. 1.

Katie Spicer

katie@cullmantoday.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Link
of Cullman County on Friday,
Nov. 1, hosted its 2024 Gala
at Cotton Creek Warehouse.
The theme for the event was
“Fruitful,” celebrating the
work done by volunteers for
the community throughout
the year.

The night consisted of
a host of events, including
a silent auction, a delicious
meal created by Chef J. Ra-
phael, custom-drawn por-
traits and, of course, the
awards ceremony.

Executive Director Me-
lissa Betts welcomed guests
and introduced 2024 Board
Chairman Ory Hampton.
Hampton said it was his
honor to serve The Link for

the past two years and wel-
comed 2025 Board Chairman
Maddie Shugarts to the stage.
Following introductions
came the highlight of the
night - the awards. Before
recognizing this year’s recip-
ients, Betts provided an over-
view of The Link’s mission.
She described The Link as “a
place where individuals and
families can come together to
find support when they need
others. The Link is a place
that empowers people to take
bold next steps toward their
dreams. The Link is a place
where people are finding pas-
sionate ways to give back.”
Each of the following
award recipients, she said,
is representative of these
“fruits” provided by The Link:
e Supportive Services
Award: Candace Patterson

¢ Educational Enrichment
Award: Carla Whitworth

¢ Youth Legacy Award: Ali
Hill

¢ Personal Pathways
Award: Kim Tidwell

e Family Foundations:
Steve Shaw

¢ Legacy Award: Chris
Hopper

The Link’s vision for the
future is to continue planting
seeds for growth. Longtime
board member Eddie Can-
aday closed the night with a
word of encouragement to
become vested in the organi-
zation. “If you are interested
in providing basic needs, then
The Link needs you. If you
are interested in elementary
education through mentor-
ing and teaching, then The
Link needs you. If » PAGE 7

POLLS OPEN
VOTE 7 A.M. -7 P.M.

Fairview High students
participate in mock election

JEN BAKER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Each student Imed up to show his or her ID, take a ballot,
fill it out and turn it in at the mock election at
Fairview High School on Monday, Nov. 4, 2024.
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'Be confident
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County Fair
Queen Avery

Gerstman
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ta]ks pageallt Cold Springs’ Avery Gerstman was
0 crowned as this year's Cullman County
eXpel'lence Fair Queen on Oct. 8. » PAGE 8
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2 COMMUNITY MATTERS — LOCAL

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Nov. 4

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below
are the arrests and incidents
reported Nov. 4, 2024. All
persons are innocent until
proven guilty.

GJ =grand jury; FTA =failure
to appear

CULLMAN COUNTY-
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
INCIDENTS
Oct. 31
¢ fraud; theft; CR 449
¢ domestic violence; Weeks
Cir.
e fraud; CR1152
e domestic violence; Hwy.
31
¢ theft; CR 843
¢ obstructing government
operations; CR 1212
¢ harassment; permitting
animals to run at large; CR
1471

Nov.1

¢ possession of dangerous
drugs; CR1043

e theft; CR437

e public intoxication; CR
771

e violation of protection
order; CR781

¢ stolen vehicle; Bolte Rd.
SE

e unlawful breaking and
entering a vehicle; theft from
avehicle; CR 8

¢ menacing; CR123

¢ harassing communica-
tions; CR 1197

e possession of dangerous
drugs; CR1668

e unlawful breaking and
entering a vehicle; CR 111

¢ stolenvehicle; CR 222

¢ domestic violence; CR
1616

e theft; Summit Rd.

¢ unauthorized use of vehi-
cle; CR1194

¢ stolenvehicle; CR 813

Novw. 2

¢ domesticviolence; CR 143
¢ domestic violence; inter-
ference with domestic vio-
lence emergency call; CR 429
e public intoxication; Hwy.
69S

¢ possession of dangerous
drugs; public intoxication;
CR728

e possession of dangerous
drugs; possession of drug par-

aphernalia; Hwy. 231

¢ possession of marijuana;
CR 665

¢ domestic violence; CR
222

Nov. 3

¢ possession of dangerous
drugs; Hwy. 278W

e possession of dangerous
drugs; possession of drug par-
aphernalia; CR 998

¢ public intoxication; pos-
session of dangerous drugs;
CR 747

e possession of dangerous
drugs; Hwy. 278W

e trespassing; Hwy. 69S

¢ criminal mischief, CR
1394

e criminal
1394

e possession of dangerous
drugs; CR1193

e theft; CR27

mischief; CR

ARRESTS

Oct. 31 - Nov. 3

Averill, Charles R.; 45

e FTA - assault-domes-
tic-harassment-family

Bevington, Brian A.; 57

e possession of metham-
phetamine
e FTA -
neous

o theft-miscellaneous
e publicintoxication

theft-miscella-

Boone, John T.; 40

¢ possession of metham-
phetamine

¢ publicintoxication

e FTA - criminal trespass

Bradford, Kenneth L. 32
 FTA - driving while li-
cense suspended

Burns, Kinsey N.; 20

e FTA - possession of drug
paraphernalia

* FTA - giving false identi-
fication to law enforcement

Burton, Sabastian L.; 22

e attempting to elude a
police officer

¢ BAIL JUMPING 2 - pos-
session of methamphetamine
e BAIL JUMPING 2 - pos-
session of drug paraphernalia

Clark, William B.; 68

e criminal trespass

e exposure or lewd act in
public

e stalking-2nd degree

Creel, Jordan A.; 31

¢ theft-miscellaneous

Dang, Kristan S.; 42
e possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

Davenport, Meghan A.; 38

e FTA - possession of drug
paraphernalia

e FTA -possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree

Edwards, Roy L.; 62

» sexualabuse ofachildless
than 12 years old - forcible
fondling

* sodomy Ist-being 16 years
or older engaging with a
person less than 12 years

Elizondo III, Ivan C.; 21
e publicintoxication

Hazelrig, Brittnie A.; 32
e FTA - operating vehicle
with expired tag

Henderson, Brittany D.; 37
» possession of dangerous
drugs

Hubbard, Ashley S.; 39
e possession of dangerous
drugs

Hyde, Donny E.; 50

e possession of metham-
phetamine

e possession of dangerous
drugs

Jabaley, James A.; 35
¢ publicintoxication

Jordan, Victoria A.; 33

e GJ-organized retail theft
e GJ - retail theft-2nd
degree

Laster, David R.; 50

e sell/distribute - metham-
phetamine

* possession of drug para-
phernalia

Lee, Ellesha C.; 41
e FTA - possession of drug
paraphernalia

Lynn, Brent T.; 35

e FTA - possession of drug
paraphernalia

e possession of dangerous
drugs

Matias, Rene; 24
e publicintoxication

McDuffie, Joey L.; 39
e FTA - driving while sus-
pended, revoked, or cancelled

¢ FTA - operating vehicle
without insurance

Morgan, Madison T.; 26

¢ GJ - homicide-man-
slaughter

¢ GJ-reckless driving

Needham, Robie W.; 54

¢ possession of metham-
phetamine

e possession of drug para-
phernalia

Niles, James D.; 35

¢ FTA - possession of drug
paraphernalia

¢ FTA-possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree

¢ FTA - possession of dan-
gerous drugs

¢ FTA - obstructing police
- obedience to police/fire-
men

¢ FTA - driving while sus-
pended, revoked, or cancelled

Owens, Chad M.; 40

¢ illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs

¢ possession of drug para-
phernalia

¢ possession of dangerous
drugs

¢ sell/distribution of dan-
gerous drugs

¢ violation of a domestic vi-
olence protection order

Proffitt, Tiffany L.; 29

¢ PROBATION VIO-
LATION -  assault-child
abuse-simple-family

Puckett, Logan 1.; 23

¢ PROBATION VIOLA-
TION - assault-aggravated
assault police officer-strong
arm

Rainey, Timothy E.; 40
¢ FTA - theft-shoplifting,
$500-less than $1500

Roberts, Rodney R.; 30

¢ FTA - possession of drug
paraphernalia

¢ FTA - possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Smith Jr., John T.; 41

¢ FTA - possession of drug
paraphernalia

e FTA - driving while sus-
pended, revoked, or cancelled

Smith, Tristan S.; 19
¢ possession of drug para-

phernalia

Speegle, Jesse A.; 36
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¢ criminal trespass

Stillwell, Logan J.; 26
e FTA - possession of drug
paraphernalia

Taylor, Brandon S.; 44
¢ FTA - theft-pickpocket

Wood, Mason L.; 34

e assault-domestic-simple
assault-family

¢ interference with a do-
mestic violence emergency
call

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT
INCIDENTS
Oct. 30
¢ domestic violence-3rd
degree — harassment; person;
Stonewater Dr. NE

Oct. 31

¢ harassment;
Cherokee Ave. SW
e criminal trespass-1st

person;

degree; person; Cleveland
Ave. NW
Nov. 1
e theft of property-4th

degree; person; general mer-
chandise; $18; Olive St. SW

Nov. 2

¢ domestic violence-3rd
degree; person; Lessman St.
SW

Nov. 3

¢ duty upon striking un-
attended vehicle; person;
damage to’22 Kia; $100; Hwy.
157

e retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree; Wal-Mart;
general merchandise; $183;
Hwy. 157

Nov. 4

¢ domestic  violence-3rd
degree - harassment; person;
Huey St. NE

ARRESTS

Oct.31-Nov. 3

Doss, Andy M.; 65

¢« FTA - domestic vio-
lence-3rd degree (3 counts)

¢ possession of drug para-
phernalia

¢ unlawful possession of
marijuana-2nd degree

e disorderly conduct

¢ resisting arrest

Whisman, Paul C.; 44
¢ unlawful possession of a

NOVEMBER 5, 2024

controlled substance

e unlawful possession of
marijuana-2nd degree

e possession of drug para-
phernalia

Lawrence, Raymond D.; 35

¢ FTA - public intoxication
¢ possession of drug para-
phernalia

Hann, Timothy M.; 36
e FTA - possession of drug
paraphernalia (2 counts)

Elmore, Leslie S.; 54

e publicintoxication

¢ false information to law
enforcement

Ortega-Villanueva, Rosa L.;
37

¢ endangerment of child
where controlled substances
are produced or distributed

¢ possession of drug para-
phernalia

Stewart Sr., Kenneth M.; 48
* FTA - driving while re-
voked

e insurance violation

Mitchell, Joseph C.; 22
e disorderly conduct

Beasley, Anthony R.; 53

e FTA - receiving stolen
property-4th degree

e FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree (4 counts)
e FTA - criminal
pass-3rd degree

tres-

Roberts, Rodney R.; 30
e FTA - DUI - controlled
substance

Myers, Brandon W.; 34

¢ FTA - leaving the scene of
an accident

¢ FTA - public intoxication

Bevington, Brian A.; 57

e FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

e carrying brass knuckles

e possession of drug para-
phernalia

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT
No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Wallace State hosting annual ‘Salute to United States Veterans’ concertNov. 11

—

Special to The
Cullman Tribune

HANCEVILLE, Ala. —
Wallace State Community
College will hold its annual
“Salute to United States Vet-
erans” concert on Veterans
Day, Monday, Nov. 11, at 7
p.m. at the Burrow Center
Recital Hall. Admission is
free and all area veterans are
encouraged to attend.

The concert features per-
formances by the Wallace
State Concert Band and the
Wallace State Jazz Band. A
traditional favorite during
the concert is the Armed
Forces Medley, featuring the
songs for each branch of mili-
tary service.

“It’s such an honor to offer

this salute to our country and
to our veterans,” said Ricky
Burks, chair of the Wallace
State Fine and Performing
Arts programs and director of
the Jazz Band. “A highlight of
the event occurs when veter-
ans stand during the playing
of the song that represents
their branch of service. We
are looking forward to this
special tribute concert and
hope that everyone will join
us as we honor the service of
these men and women.”

For information about
“Salute to United States
Veterans” and other Fine
and Performing Arts perfor-
mances, please contact Amy
Seymore at 256-382-8277 or
amy.seymore@wallacestate.
edu.

Wallace State Concert Band Director Dr. Justin Robinson leads the Wallace State Concert Band during the

2023 Salute to United States Veterans concert. The annual concert will be held on Veterans Day this year,

Monday, Nov. 11, at 7 p.m. in the Burrow Center for the Fine and Performing Arts. Admission is free.

St. Bernard releases 2nd edition ornament featuring historic Administration Building

Staff Reports

Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. — St. Ber-
nard Preparatory School re-
cently announced the release
of the second edition in its
annual ornament series, fol-
lowing last year’s successful
debut featuring the Abbey
Church. The 2024 holiday or-
nament highlights the histor-
ic Administration Building, a
campus icon with deep ties to
the school’s early history.
Constructed in 1892, the
Administration Building is

one of St. Bernard Abbey’s
oldest and most distin-
guished structures. In 1914,
the building underwent ex-
tensive renovations, includ-
ing the addition of a stone
facade and a grand porch with
gothic arches, enhancing its
prominent appearance. At
that time, the wrought iron
staircase, originally at the
front entrance, was relocated
to the old gym, serving as its
main access point.

The 1930s saw further
expansion of the Administra-
tion Building, cementing its

role as a central hub for stu-
dents and monks alike. How-
ever, after a tornado in 1988
caused significant damage,
part of the building was de-
molished in 1991.

This led to the creation
of the open Quad behind
the building and marked the
return of the wrought iron
staircase to the Administra-
tion Building — this time as
its back entrance, where it
remains today.

Currently, the Admin-
istration Building houses
administrative offices on its

lower floors, while the upper
two floors serve as the girls’
dormitory. With its storied
history and signature archi-
tectural features, the build-
ing stands as a symbol of St.
Bernard’s enduring legacy.

The 2024 brass ornament
intricately captures this his-
toryand is available as a time-
less memento of St. Bernard’s
heritage. To purchase, visit
www.stbernardprep.com/
st-bernard-merchandise.
Call 256-739-6682 to pick up
an ornament in the historic
building.

Saint Bernard
Culbnan, Alabama

24

ST. BERNARD

The 2024 holiday ornament highlights the

historic Administration Building.
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Events (from Front)

Jen Baker
jen@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Do you
enjoy Legos, crafting or even
dinosaur tea parties? Well
you are in luck, because the
main branch of the Cull-
man County Public Library
hosting these
events and more this month.

The library will host
events such as STEAM Week,
Crafternoon, T-rex Tea Party

System is

and Teen Tuesday.

The first week of Novem-
beris National STEAM Week.
“That is science, technology,
engineering, arts and math.

"We will have a massive
program every day of the
week, Monday-Friday, in
order for kids to attend and
do scavenger hunts, building
projects and craft projects in
honor of STEAM Week.

"The projects are avail-
able all day,” said CCPLS
Assistant Library Director

Shelby Creekmore.

Crafternoon is for all ages
and is a monthly, free craft
event that takes place the
second Wednesday of every
month at 1 p.m.

Book Club will be hosted
in the Cullman City Hall au-
ditorium on Nov. 14.

“We are doing a T-Rex
Tea Party on the 16th. I'm
very excited about that.So at
10 o-clock we will have a tea
party with little teacups and a
guest t-rex in costume.

"We will also have dino-
saur-related activities such
as bone excavations and di-
nosaur bones to look up.

"That’s in honor of Di-
november; November is di-
nosaur month,” said Creek-
more.

The fourth Tuesday of
every month is Teen Tuesday
for ages 13-18, and games,
snacks, and crafts are provid-
ed.

Find more details on
these events on the Cullman
Library Facebook page.

* National STEAM Week:
Nov. 4-8, all day

* Crafternoon: Wednesday,
Nov.13,at1p.m.

e Book Club: Thursday,
Nov. 14, at Cullman City Hall
in the auditorium

e T-Rex Tea Party: Satur-
day, Nov. 16, at 10 a.m.

e Teen Tuesday: Tuesday,
Now. 26, at 3:30 p.m.

The main branch of the Cull-
man County Public Library
System is located at 200
Clark St. NE, Cullman. Get
more info at www.facebook.
com/cullmancountypublicli-
brarysystem.
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NOW HIRING
TIRE TECHS

SAME DAY
APPLICATIO
AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE
N PAY

COLLEGE TIRE

315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

256-352-2221

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on
Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 9 a.m.-noonand 1-3:30
p.m. We are located at 1503
Second St. SW, Cullman, AL
35055 (in the Housing Au-
thority).

Cullman Low Vision Sup-
port Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every
month, from 10-11:30 a.m.,
at the Alabama Career
Center, 1201 Katherine St.
NW in Cullman. Contact
Olivia Wade, case manager,
at 256-389-2502.

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each
month from 8 am.-1 p.m.
at the old Baileyton fire
station next to the town’s
park. Beauty and health
products, toys, home goods,
pet items, food and many
everyday items. A donation
of $20 will allow a shopper
to fill up a bag, and for $40
a shopper can fill a large
box. Some of the items of
greater value will require a
larger donation. There will
be some restrictions and
product limits on the items.
Cash and checks accepted.
Proceeds will be used for
park improvements and
capital improvements for
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous
The Grace of God group of
Alcoholics Anonymous has
open AA meetings (all are
welcome) Mondays and
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE
Cullman. Contact phone
numbers: 256-347-1097,
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340

Church Services: Spirit
Life Church of GOD

¢ 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW,
Cullman

¢ Wednesday, Nov. 6 - 7
p.m. Children and youth
classes. Adult worship,
teaching and testimonies
in the sanctuary. Free pizza
at 6:30. Van runs in the 5
Points Area at 6. Call Cedric
Davidson at 256-339-5755
for pickup.

* Friday, Nov. 8 - Celebrate

Recovery. Fellowship and
testimonies. Hurts, habits
and hang-ups are a part of
everyone’s life. Come and
see how to overcome these
and more! Bring a dish, des-
sert or drink for a potluck
meal at 5:45 p.m. Meeting
starts at 6:30. Childcare
provided.

¢ Sunday, Nov. 10 - 9 a.m.
Van runs in the 5 Points
Area. Call Betty Hays at
256-930-9680 for pickup.
Breakfast at 9:30. Bible
study classes for children,
youth and adults at 10.
Praise and worship and
message by Pastor Bobby
Dodd at11.

¢ Saturday, Nov. 16 - 11
am.-1 p.m. Thanksgiving
meal in to-go box and food
bank holiday box

Church Events: At the
Foot of the Cross Church
¢ 2 miles north of Alabama
Highway 157 on Eva Road,
on the left

¢ Sunday, Nov. 10, at 11 a.m.
Christmas Concert with
One Accord

e Saturday, Nov. 2 from 10
am.-3 p.m. Clothing give-
away. Clothes of all kinds,
baby to adult, shoes, coats,
blankets, etc. FREE for
anyone in need.

 Saturday, Nov. 16, at 6 p.m.
Singing with Joyful Noise,
2101 County Road 1435,
Vinemont

Alcoholics Anonymous

Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman
First Church of the Naza-
rene, 5415 Alabama High-
way 157. CLOSED literature
study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at
the Donald E. Green Adult
Active Center, 1625 Cleve-
land Ave. SW. The first
meeting is free. TOPS, a na-
tional program, is a hands-
on/pounds-off approach to
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly meet-
ings providing information,
accountability, support
and encouragement where
you make the changes that
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON
Group Meetings

The NAR-ANON family
group meetings are a world-
wide fellowship for those
affected by someone else’s
addiction. We offer Help
by sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. We
carry the message of hope
by letting others know that
they are not alone by prac-
ticing the 12 Steps of NAR-
ANON and changing our
own attitudes. We Respect
Your Anonymity. Our pro-
gram is not a religious one,
but a spiritual way of life.
Meetings will be held at The
Ruehl Building (Family Life
Center of St. John’s Church)
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m.
Contact Jamie Weathersby
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don
or Nancy McKenzie 256-
736-3327 or 256-736-3470
for more information.

Cullman Al-Anon Meet-
ings

The Al-Anon Family Groups
are a fellowship of friends
and family whose lives have
been affected by alcohol-
ism. The Cullman Serenity
Al-Anon Group meets each
Monday at noon at 1519 St.
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also
a Zoom meeting each Tues-
day at noon. The Courage
to Change Al-Anon Family
Group meets on Thursdays
at 6 p.m. at Grace Episcopal
Church at 305 Arnold St.
NE in the Carriage House,
located between the church
and the Arnold House on
the corner. For more infor-
mation call 256-734-2231
or 256-531-4429.

Master’'s Hand Food
Pantry at The Link

* 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055

e Tuesday and Thursday 9
a.m.-3:30 p.m.

¢ Closed for lunch noon-1
p.m.

Pleasant View Mission-
ary Baptist Church Sing-
ing

Sunday, Nov. 17, at 5 p.m.
Unity 4. The church is lo-
cated on U.S. Highway 278
East, approximately 2 miles
east of Holly Pond, on the
left. For more information,
call 256-796-5986 or 256-
590-1501. Everyone is in-
vited.

Cullman Christkindl-
markt

Depot Park, 107 Arnold St.
NW, Cullman, AL 35055
Nov. 21-Dec. 23, Thurs-
days-Saturdays, from 11
am.-9 p.m. and Sundays
from noon-8 p.m. | Open
seven days a week begin-
ning Dec. 16 (closed on
Thanksgiving Day). Get
more information at www.
cullmanchristkindlmarkt.
com.

Christmas Pyramid
Lighting

Thursday, Nov. 21, at 6 p.m.
Cullman Christkindlmarkt
comes to life with the light-
ing of Christmas Pyramid.
The Grand Opening of the
Christkindlmarkt is a cel-
ebration of the Christmas
season, led by the Cullman
Community Band and
joined by family and friends
from Cullman and beyond.
Get more information at
www.cullmanchristkindl-
markt.com.

Christkindlmarkt Parade
Friday, Nov. 22, at 6:30 p.m.
One of Cullman’s favorite
traditions, the Christkindl-
markt Parade is filled with
local organizations, busi-
nesses, bands and more!
Help us welcome in the
Christmas season with this
seven-block parade extrav-
aganza. Get more informa-
tion at www.cullmanchrist-
kindlmarkt.com.

Christmas Tree Lighting
Friday, Nov. 22, at 8 p.m.
Immediately following the
Christkindlmarkt Parade
is the South’s Largest Tree
Lighting Show. Featuring
a mesmerizing light show
and fireworks that is always
one of the most memora-
ble events of the year. Join
us for this free event with
James Spann, Santa Claus,
The Grinch, Buddy the EIf
and special musical guest
as we light the Christkindl-
markt Christmas Tree. Get
more information at www.
cullmanchristkindlmarkt.
com.

M'/ “TIMBER
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6:00 - 9:00 PM

NOVEMBER THURSDAY

BRICK HAVEN VENUE
1889 U.S. HWY 278 W W,
CULLMAN, AL 35057

TICKETS $50

+ Kick off Christmas in Cullman with a live & silent
auction event benefiting First Source for Women.
T " Christmas trees, holiday decor & giftable items all up
& for auction. Ticket includes heavy hors d'oeuvres and
« + 2 prize drawing tickets.

Festive Cocktail Attire Requested

For more information contact
Events@FirstSourceForWomen.Org

Borden
FAMILY
PHARMACY

bordenfamilypharmacy.com

236-134-1939

Celebration (from Front)

cess, sharing, “We are very
thankful that we live in such
a patriotic community. We
have over 7,000 veterans and
their families that live here.
This event is designed every
year to get people to come
out and honor their veterans
and thank them.

"I think we accomplished
our mission this year. Any-
time you have four to five
thousand people come out
to an event for a purpose, I
think you can say it’s a suc-
cess.”

He added with a chuckle,
“I am saying it would have
been a heck of a lot more
successful if we could have
had some nice weather be-
cause even more people

would have come out to
enjoy the things we had
planned in the air.”

Aside from the canceled

aerial displays, the event
delivered everything it
promised. Colonel Brown
led the ceremony, honoring
veterans and highlighting
their service in front of the
crowd gathered in support.
Attendees explored various
military displays, including
an F-4 Phantom Jet and
the P-40 aircraft, famous-
ly flown by the Tuskegee
Airmen. WWII re-enac-
tors and members of the
Cullman Historical Society
shared character-driven
stories, immersing visitors
in the legacy of veterans who
served across generations.
The classic car show
showcased 1930s- and
1940s-era vehicles, while an
expansive collection of mil-
itary weapons was available
for viewing. Kids and fam-
ilies enjoyed suiting up in

military gear and experienc-
ing the feel of the weapons
on-site.

A popular interactive
Huey helicopter display also
allowed young attendees to
sit in the cockpit and hear
stories from Vietnam-era
pilots who flew the iconic
aircraft.

Colonel Brown went on
to thank Sen. Garlan Gudger,
R-Cullman, and the repre-
sentatives as well as the local
committees and boards that
provided financial support
for the event and whose
stewardship made it possi-
ble.

“It's a real community
effort to put this on so we
don't have to charge anyone
to come out and honor their
veterans. I am really tickled
that we have such a great
community of patriots that

really want to take care of
and support their veterans
and honor them,” he said.
“Everyone pulls together.
Everyone is a volunteer. No
one is getting paid for this.
The Elks Lodge does a great
job and deserves a huge
round of applause. They
provide the people who do
the parking. They feed over
1,000 veterans and their
spouses a free lunch every
year. It's a good community
effort every year to put this
all together.”

Organizers aim to con-
tinue building on each year’s
success, establishing the cel-
ebration as an annual high-
light not only for the Cull-
man community, but also
for all of northern Alabama.
For more details on future
events, visit www.cullman-
veteransday.com.
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PREP FOOTBALL RECAP

Fairview topples Good Hope in battle of
unbeatens; Holly

Nick Griffin

nick@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — This
year’s regular season is of-
ficially in the books and
Friday night’s slate featured
amassive local matchup. The
unbeaten Fairview Aggies
made the trip to a packed
James W. Shabel Stadium in
Good Hope for a highly an-
ticipated matchup with the
undefeated Raiders Friday
night and like they have all
season, the Aggies put up big
numbers with an explosive
rushing attack to race past
Good Hope 48-21 and finish
the regular season 9-0.

Holly Pond handled
Cleveland on the road 48-13
to wrap up the regular season
with a 4-6 record and Meek
dominated Carbon Hill 54-12
to take a 7-3 record into the
first round of the playoffs
next week.

Fairview 48 - Good Hope
21

Fairview quickly got the run-
ning game going to start out
the game, as a pair of huge
runs by Jake Harper and an
11-yard run by Kolt Redding
put them at the 18. A penal-
ty pushed them back to the
23, but Harper scored three
plays later from 16 yards out
to give the Aggies a 7-0 lead
with 9:36 remaining in the
first quarter. A pair of off-
sides penalties, plus a run by
Tyler Cone, gave the Raiders
a first down. A pair of runs
by Mason Drake put them
at the 10, but they were later
forced to turn the ball over
on downs.

Redding connected with
Blake Rickard on a 40-yard
pass play on third down to
keep its series alive, then a
pair of big runs by Harper
quickly had them at the 19.
The Raider defense stiffened
and forced a field goal at-
tempt that hit off the left up-
right to keep the score at 7-0.
Good Hope mixed the run
and pass on its next series, as
Cone’s pass to Parker John-
son went for a first down, as
did a run by Mason Drake.
Three plays later, Cone con-
nected with Tucker Malin
for a 37-yard score to tie the
game up at seven with less
than nine minutes to go in
the first half.

Good Hope's defense
forced the Aggies into a
third-and-long situation,
but Harper broke free up the
middle for a 69-yard score
to give Fairview a 14-7 lead.
After allowing a first down,
the Aggies forced the Raid-
ers to punt, but Good Hope
returned the favor on its next
series on defense. Carson
Jones picked off a Cone pass
at the 30, and Fairview mixed
the run and the pass on its
next series. The drive ended

with Redding finding Rickard
for a 15-yard score to push
their lead to 21-7 at the half.

Fairview forced a Raider
punt to start out the second
half. Harper’s big night con-
tinued, as he broke free for
a 35-yard touchdown down
the right sideline to make
it 28-7. Good Hope looked
to answer on its next series.
Cone found Malin for 30
yards, as that put them at
the 19. On fourth down, Cone
found a diving Drake in the
end zone for a 12-yard score
to cutit to 28-14 with 5:15 left
to goin the third quarter. The
Aggies struck quickly on the
third play of its next series, as
Redding threw a short pass to
Jace Stevens, and he ended
up going 59 yards to the
house to give them a 34-14
lead.

Good Hope answered
right back in a hurry, as on
just the second play of its
series, Cone and Rutherford
hooked up for a 64-yard
touchdown to trim it to 34-21
late in the third quarter. The
duo Harper and Redding
gave the Raiders problems
on their next series, as they
each picked up a first down
during the drive. It ended
with Harper scoring on a 39-
yard run to make it 41-21. A
pair of big passes by Cone to
Rutherford (18 yards) and to
Johnson (29 yards) kept its
series alive on multiple oc-
casions, but once again, they
ended up turning the ball
over on downs. The Aggies
put the final score of the
game, as Redding connected
with Cruce from eight yards
out to put the final score at
48-21.

Harper finished with 282
yards and four touchdowns
on 15 carries for Fairview
(9-0). Redding went 10/14 for
164 yards and three scores.
Rickard finished with three
receptions for 67 yards and
a touchdown, while Cruce
added 36 receiving yards
on five catches and a score.
Jones finished with an in-
terception in the win for the
Aggies. For the Raiders (9-1),
Cone finished 12/24 for 254
yards, three touchdowns,
and an interception. Ruth-
erford collected 137 yards
on five catches and a score,
while Malin added 67 yards
on a pair of receptions and a
touchdown.

Both teams will now pre-
pare to host first-round play-
off games Friday. Fairview
will take on Carver-Birming-
ham and Good Hope will face
off against Hatton.

Holly Pond 48 - Cleveland
13

A 12-yard touchdown run by
Brody Howard gave Holly
Pond an early, 6-0 lead and
Boston Gibbs followed with a
14-yard touchdown run of his

-
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Fairview running back Jake Harper (14) racked up 282 yards and four touchdowns
in the Aggies’ 48-21win at Good Hope Friday night.

own to make it 12-0 with just
under four minutes to play
in the first quarter. Gibbs’
second touchdown of the
night, this one from 15 yards
out, stretched thelead to 18-0
and Zayne Faulkner punched
in the two-point conversion
to make it 20-0 at the start of
the second quarter.

Leading 20-7 at the start
of the third quarter, Holly
Pond added to its lead when
Sawyer Olinger took one to
the end zone from 34 yards
out for a touchdown and
Gibbs picked up the two-
point conversion to make it
28-7. Faulkner followed with
atouchdown and a two-point
run later in the third to put
the Broncos in front 36-7
going into the fourth.

A  49-yard touchdown
pass from Olinger to Gibbs
made it 42-7 with just under
11 minutes on the clock. From
the quarterback position,
Gibbs scored on a 28-yard
touchdown run and then hit
Cade Allbright in the end
zone for the two-point con-
version to give Holly Pond a
48-7 lead with less than eight
minutes to play. Cleveland
was able to find the end zone
in the final minutes of the
game, but it wasn’t enough
to overcome the Bronco lead
and Holly Pond capped its
season with a 48-13 win over
the Panthers.

Meek 54 - Carbon Hill 12

After crushing Vina on the
road last week, the Meek
Tigers returned home to

o e A

The Holly Pond Broncos defeated Cleveland on the road
48-13 Friday night to finish the season 4-6.

wrap up the regular season
against Carbon Hill Friday
night and they kept their mo-
mentum rolling with a 54-12
win over the Bulldogs.

Meek built a 12-0 lead
in the first quarter and the
Tigers scored two more
touchdowns in the second
quarter to take a 26-0 lead

into the locker room at
halftime. Meek’s offense
continued to light up the
scoreboard in the third quar-
ter, pulling ahead of Carbon
Hill 48-6 by the start of the
fourth.

The Tigers found the end
zone early in the fourth quar-
ter to make it a 54-6 game

KATIE DRUMMOND, THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

and the Bulldogs were able
to score one more time in the
final two minutes to bring
the final score to 54-12.

Meek finishes the regular
season 7-3 with the win and
the Tigers will be back home
this week to host Hubbert-
ville in the round one of the
1A state playoffs.

WSCC ATHLETICS

Cross Country teams ranked 3rd, 7th heading into nationals

Special to The
Cullman Tribune

HANCEVILLE, Ala. —
Wallace State Community
College’s men’s cross coun-
try team is ranked third na-
tionally and the women are
ranked seventh as the teams
prepare for the National
Junior College Athletic As-
sociation (NJCAA) DII tour-
nament to be held Nov. 9 at
at Pole Green Park in Rich-
mond, Va. The men will run
in the 8000 meter race, while
the women will run in the
5000 meter race.

Both teams successfully
defended their titles in the
Alabama Community College
Conference Championships
held recently at John Hunt
Park in Huntsville, each win-
ning their seventh consecu-
tive conference titles. Tony
Crider, in his first year as
head coach of the squads, was

named Men’s Cross Country
Coach of the Year.

“I like the position we are
inright now and where we are
ranked,” said Crider. “That
puts a little more fire in our
bellies. Sometimes you’ll do
better when you’re hunting
as opposed to other teams
hunting you.”

The men have been led by
ACCC Men’s Cross Country
Runner of the Year Luke Ken-
nedy of Huntsville.

The sophomore has been
the first team finisher in five
of the six races the Lions have
competed in this season.

His average pace for
the season is 3:17.9/km and
5:18.5/m. Freshman Tyler
Anthony of Fort Payne has
had strong showings as well,
coming in as the second team
finisher in five of the six races
and as the first team finisher
in the sixth. His average pace
for the season is 3:20.7/km

15 eouN ﬁ
P4

=

. i =

LT

Wallace State's men's and women's cross country teams are ranked 3rd and 7th

respectively heading into this weekends' NJCAA DIl Tournament.

and 5:23.0/m.

The women have been led
by freshman Reagan Parris
and sophomore Grace Gos-
line. Parris ,of Bremen, has
been the first team finish-
er in half of their six meets

this season. Her pace for
the season is 4:06.8/km and
6:37.1/m. Gosline, of Arab,
was the first team finisher
in the other half of the Lady
Lions’ meets and has an av-
erage pace of 4:07.4/km and

6:38.2/m.

The NJCAA Network
will air a live broadcast of
the races at www.njcaa.org/
network or live results can be
viewed at www. https://www.
blueridgetiming.com.

~wsce

Following their national
tournament appearances, the
squads will compete in their
first indoor races on Dec. 6 at
the Birmingham Indoor Ice-
breaker at the Birmingham
Crossplex.
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FOOD CLUB
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Beef or Chicken
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Graham Cracker — ;
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FOOD CLUB
SOUPS

10 0z Cream of Mushroom or Chicken,
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”ﬁ” WAREHOUSE DISCOUNT GROCERIES

Saving You Money Is What We're All About!

We Welcome Food Stamp Shoppers & W.I.C. Vouchers Accepted

Prices Effective - Wednesday, November 6 through Tuesday, November 12, 2024

ASSORTED
PORK CHOPS

Fresh Bone-In Famll Pack
(Fam. P, Bong-)n Center Cut Pork o

$179

GWALTNEY
BACON

12 Oz.
Original or Thick

for 7

RUSSET
POTATOES

5 Lb. Bag
U S. #1 Colorado

188

MICHIGAN
GROWN APPLES

3 Lb. Bag Gala,
Fuji or Red Delicious

for

BUSH'S BEST
PEAS OR BEANS

15-16 Oz.
Selected Varieties

80°

FOOD CLUB
TOMATOES

14 Oz.
Selected Varieties

CAMPBELL'S
TOMATO SOUP

80"
FOOD CLUB

VEGETABLE OIL

Product Av

5754 AL- Hwy 157 N @ 1615 Town Square SW

Cullman, AL Cullman, AL

ailability May Vary ® Good Only While Supplies Last ® We Reserve

or Chicken Noodle 40 Oz.
10.5 Oz.
98EA. 2 EA
Receive
In-Store Specials,

780 Main St. NE
Hanceville, AL

The Right fo

Limit Quantities ® Not Respons

Join our Announcements &
Te‘,f't'f{su View Our Weekly Ad!

ible For Typographical Errors ¢ No Sales To Dealers At These Prices
WDG CULLMAN #817 & 819, WDG HANCEVILLE #818 AD#45 FRONT



NEWYORK | WHOLE | BONELESS | GROUND |FRESHLAND |GWALTNEY
STRIP STEAKS| CHICKEN |[CHUCK ROAST| ROUND | SAUSAGE | FRANKS
Beef Boneless Fresh Beef Fresh 85% Lean 1 Lb. Roll 1Lb.
Family Pack (Boneless Chuck Steaks $7.99 Lb.) Family Pack Mild or Hot Great Dogs or Jumbos
P89 1% 57 4% 237 234
LB. LB. LB. LB. for for
COUNTRY PLEASIN'|[ MAIN ST BISTRO|| ICEBERG | SWEET | BI-COLOROR | DOLE SALAD
SMOKED SAUSAGE|| SIDEDISHES |[LETTUCE || ONIONS |YELLOWCORN| BLENDS
12-14 Oz. 17-20 Oz. Reser's California Peru Fresh Bag American, ltalian
Selected Varieties Selected Varieties ||Great for a Wedge Salad 3 Lb. Bag or Hearts of Romaine
$439 $399 $149 $299 $100 $299
FOOD CLUB PILLSBURY PILLSBURY | F0ODCLUB PURE PILLSBURY || MICHELINA'S| BLUE BELL
CREAM CHEESE | GRANDS! BISCUITS | COOKIE DOUGH| PREMIUM ORANGE JUIGE|) TOASTERSTRUDEL | ENTREES | ICE CREAM
8 0z. 5t Selected Varieties or 4 Ct. 16 Oz. 52 0z. Not From Concentrate 11 Oz. 4-8 Oz. Half Gallon Brown or Gold
Original or 1/3 Less Fat CrescentRoIIsorGOz CinnamonRolls || Selected Varieties Selected Varieties Selected Varieties || Selected Varieties || Rim Selected Varieties
274 233 3% 3% 235 435 %6*
for for EA EA. for for EA.

TOTINO'S BETTYCROCKER | SHAWNEEBESTFLOUR | PROGRESSO| FOODCLUB | MT. OLIVE | GENERALMILLS
PIZZA ROLLS | CAKEMIXOR FROSTING|  OR GORN MEAL MIX SOUP | SALADDRESSING RELISH FAMILY SIZE CEREAL
15 Ct. Pepperoni 13-16 Oz. 5 Lb. Bag 18-19 Oz. 16 Oz. 8 Oz. 18802 Lucky Charms 1670z Rsse'sPuf,

Uz CmnamonTcastCrunc or Honey NutCheeris

399

Sweet or Dill

253

Selected Varieties

24

Selected Varieties

254

Selected Varieties

2.3

Self-Rising

2.5

or Combination

24

RITZPARTY |FOOD CLUB|  NIAGARA | COCA-COLA, SPRITE| COGA-COLA, SPRITE | GOLD PEAK POWERADE
SIZECRACKERS ~ TUNA | DRINKINGWATER| ORMELLOYELLO | ORMELLOYELLO |REALBREWEDTEA SPORTS DRINKS
17-20 Oz. Nabisco 50z. 24 Pk 6 Pk 10 Pk. 59 Oz. 8 Pk.
Selected Varieties In Water 16.9 Oz. Bottles .5 Liter Bottles 7.5 Oz. Mini Cans Bottles 20 Oz. Bottles
6% 99¢ 33104212 2311 *1%. 5%
EA. EA for for for EA EA.
FRITO OR BOTA BOX BAREFOOT
CHEETOS WINE WINE
for 8 $1 93 $1 %
DASANI |FRITO LAY/ GOLDEN FLAKE, UTZ| LEWIS BAKE SHOP | LITTLE DEBBIE| COORS LIGHT | BUDWEISER
WATER | DORITOS | ORZAPP'SCHIPS | SANDWICH BREAD SNACKS ORMILLER LITE | OR BUD LIGHT
24 Pk. 6-10 Oz. 7-8 Oz. 20 Oz. Loaf 40800 e e ks i, e 12 Pk. 12 Pk.
.5 Liter Bottles Selected Varieties Selected Varieties || White or Honey Wheat || lrfehis e row \e FaIIGm pie ol Cans or Bottles Aluminum
6% 237 235 235 26 *13” *15“
EA. for for for for EA. EA.

Hanceville Location

Deli & Bakery Specials

CHARTER KRETSCHMAR TEXAS LYMAN ORCHARDS
RESERVE HAM| SWISS CHEESE | TAMAVLES ||CREME MERINGUE PIE
Virginia, Black Forest, Deli Fresh 12 Ct. 16 Oz. Banana, Chocolate,

Coconut or Lemon

*6%.

Beef, Chicken or Pork

*Q9%,

Ham off the Bone or Honey Ham

7.  *8%.

BACK AD #45 WDG CULLMAN #817 & 819, WDG HANCEVILLE #818
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The Wallace State Volleyball Team finishes runner-up at this year's ACCC Tournament.

WSCC ATHLETICS

WsCC

Volleyball finishes runner-up at ACCC Tournament

Special to The
Cullman Tribune

HANCEVILLE, Ala. —
Wallace State Community
College’s Volleyball team
finished as runner-up at the
2024 Alabama Community
College Conference (ACCC)
Volleyball Championship
held this weekend at Sand
Mountain Park & Amphithe-
ater in Albertville.

Wallace State won their
first-round match 3-0 against
Bishop State Community

College on Friday before
taking on Enterprise State
Community College (ESCC)
in the next round, falling
3-0 with set scores of 25-21,
25-18, and 26-24.

The Lions fought back the
next day, defeating Calhoun
Community College (3-0),
Snead State Community
College (3-0) and Lurleen B.
Wallace Community College
(3-1), to make it to the cham-
pionship round on Sunday,
setting up a rematch against
Enterprise State.

ESCC won the first two
sets 25-23 and 25-17 before
the Lions rallied to win the
third set 25-21.

The fourth game ended
with the Boll Weevils on top,
25-23 and the ACCC title.

Wallace State players
Chloe Jackson, Rachel Meck-
lenburg and Abby McDonald
were named to the ACCC
All-Tournament Team.

Jackson a sophomore
from Athens, had 51 Kkills,
seven service aces and 20
digs. Mecklenburg, a fresh-

man from Madison, had 31
kills, six service aces and 49
digs.

McDonald, a freshman
from Cullman, had 97 digs in
the tournament and two ser-
vice aces.

The Lions finished the
season with a 37-11 overall
record and 11-3 conference
record.

Head Coach Randy Dan-
iel’s overall record stands at a
historic 670-138, making him
the winningest coach in the
ACCC.

Auburn falls at home to Vanderbilt 17-7

Jeff Shearer
AU Athletics

AUBURN, Ala. — Backhome
for the first time since Sep-
tember, Auburn outgained
Vanderbilt but struggled on
third down in a 17-7 loss to
the Commodores Saturday
at sold-out Jordan-Hare Sta-
dium.

“The defense played
outstanding and gave us a
chance to win the game,”
Auburn coach Hugh Freeze
said.

“Offensively and special
teams-wise, we’re not play-
ing at a high enough level to
win these games.

"We’ve got to finish drives
and get points. We didn’t
convert near enough third
downs to stay on the field.
I think that’s what it comes
down to.”

Leading 10-7 after three
quarters, Vanderbilt took a
two-score lead by driving 78
yards on 14 plays, consuming
nearly 9 minutes and taking
advantage of a personal foul
penalty on a made field goal
that gave the Commodores

first-and-goal at Auburn’s
4-yard line.

Vanderbilt scored one
play later on Diego Pavia’s
4-yard touchdown pass to Eli
Stowers with 4:18 to play.

Trailing by 10, Auburn
drove to Vanderbilt’s 34-yard
line but missed a 52-yard
field goal attempt with 2:17 to
play.

Auburn held Vanderbilt
to 227 yards while producing
327,holding Paviatoa41-per-
cent completion percentage
(9-for-22) and limiting the
Commodores to 84 rushing
yards on 38 attempts, an av-
erage of 2.2 yards per carry.

Payton Thorne complet-
ed 20 of 29 passes for 239
yards and a touchdown.

KeAndre Lambert-Smith
led Auburn with 78 receiv-
ing yards on four catches,
but the Tigers were 2 of 13
on third down and averaged
only 3 yards per rush on 29
attempts.

Tied 7-7 at the half,
Auburn drove 46 to Vander-
bilt’s 26-yard line but missed
44-yard field goal attempt.

Vanderbilt  capitalized

on a short field after forc-
ing Auburn to punt from its
l-yard line and returning
Oscar Chapman’s 59-yard
punt 39 yards to the Tigers’
21.

Brock Taylor’s 31-yard
field goal gave the Commo-
dores al0-7 lead with 1:05 re-
maining in the third quarter.

Vanderbilt took a 7-0 lead
late in the first quarter on Pa-
via’s 28-yard touchdown pass
to AJ Newberry to cap an 81-
yard drive.

Auburn answered in the
second quarter, twice con-
verting on fourth down on an
11-play, 80-yard drive.

Jarquez Hunter took a
direct snap and picked up 2
yards on fourth-and-1 from
Auburn’s 39-yard line.

On fourth-and-2 from
Auburn’s 49, Thorne teamed
up with Malcolm Simmons
for a 21-yard gain to Vander-
bilt’s 30-yard line.

From there Thorne found
Rivaldo Fairweather, who
caught the pass at Vandy’s
21, faked one Vandy defender
and dragged another to the
goal line, diving for the pylon

for a touchdown that tied the
score at 7-7 after Towns Mc-
Gough’s extra point.

“I want to give God all the
glory for having the ability at
my size to run, make people
miss and make tough catch-
es,” said Fairweather, who
made a game-high five recep-
tions for 66 yards. “I thank
the coaches for trusting me
and putting me in position to
make plays.”

Auburn enjoyed a 17:25-
12:35 time of possession ad-
vantage in the first half and
outgained the Commodores
214-132, but going 0-for-7
on third down limited the
Tigers’ opportunities.

For the second straight
week, Dorian Mausi led
Auburn in tackles with eight.
Jerrin Thompson, Demarcus
Riddick and Amaris Williams
each made tackles for loss.

Ater an open date,
Auburn (3-6, 1-5) remains at
Jordan-Hare Stadium to host
Louisiana Monroe Sept. 16 at
11:45 a.m.

“In life, how you finish
matters,” Freeze said. “Let’s
finish strong.”

Steele Orcharo
‘We Have Apples!

Mon-Fri: 8-5 | Sat: 8-4

s ‘Time to Schedule

your ‘Tours
256-734-5249

“I'M EXTREMELY |
GRATEFUL
FOR THE
OPPORTUNITY TO
SERVE YOU AT
BILL SMITH.”

DYLON MCSWAIN - 256-339-2311
DMCSWAIN@BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM

Chemo Caps
Wigs & Morel!

Judy Watts Grissom
options5993(@gmail.com

2356-347-5993

2201 2nd Ave NW
Cullman, AL 35058
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. -4 P.M.

SATURDAY 9 A.M. -2 P.M.

Your agents.
Your ne
Your friends.

+
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Alabama residents anticipating fall color as temperatures drop

Katie Nichols

Alabama Cooperative Extension System

AUBURN UNIVERSITY,
Ala. — The weather is not the
only thing that is changing in
Alabama. Along with lower
temperatures, fall colors are
also making an appearance.
The reason for the season is
rooted in science and em-
phasizes the effects that day
length and temperature have
on trees and leaves.

Mallory Kelley, an Ala-
bama Cooperative Exten-
sion System regional agent,
said leaf color is driven by a
combination of the genetic
makeup of the plant and en-
vironmental conditions.

“Leaves are made of living
plant cells,” Kelley said.
“These cells typically appear
green because of the pigment
chlorophyll.”

The green color in a leaf
directly correlates to the
amount of sunlight it re-
ceives during photosynthe-
sis, the food-making process
of plants. As daylight wanes
during the fall, so does the
amount of sunlight needed
to make food for trees. This
causes the trees to go dor-
mant. Ultimately, the de-
crease in sunlight causes
chlorophyll in the leaf cells to
break down and disappear —
allowing other colors to show.

This year, like 2023, has

been dry. Trees have strug-
gled to survive because of
drought and the hot Alabama
summer.

“Recent drought has
put added stress on trees,”
Kelley said. “Even with added
drought stress, there is still
time for good fall color in Ala-
bama.”

Loading fall color

Autumn’s colorarrives earlier
in certainregions of Alabama.
The state’s northern area typ-
ically receives lower air tem-
peratures first. Onlookers can
track the color change as it
makes its way down the state.
The most prominent colors
of fall are yellow, orange, red

and purple. Kelley said the
hot and cold weather condi-
tions should give Alabami-
ans something to be excited
about.

“The warm, sunny days
with cool night temperatures
are exactly what we need for
the bright red and orange
color development in our
leaves,” she said.

Temperatures trap sugars
produced during the warm
daylight hours inside the
leaves, producing an array of
bright fall colors. If closely
observed, the brightest colors
will most likely be on the
southwest side of a tree. This
is because the southwest side
receives the last bit of sun and

THE

heat of the day — increasing
the bright color change in
those leaves when the cool
nighttime temperatures
arrive.

One of the first species to
signal a change each year is
an unpopular selection. The
invasive Chinese tallow tree,
commonly referred to as the
popcorn tree, is a reliable
producer of color each year.
It serves as the indicator
that fall is on its way with its
bright colors of all shades.

The color yellow is in
every leaf and it reveals itself
as chlorophyll fades. Kelley
said hickory and ginkgo are
two trees commonly seen in
the southern landscape that

CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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are not genetically capable of
making red, orange or purple
color — they only produce
yellow and brown.

Maples, Bradford pears,
Chinese elms and Chinese
tallow trees will produce all
shades of red, orange and
yellow in the right conditions.
Kelley said warm, sunny days
with cool night tempera-
tures - especially below 45 F
- will give leaves extravagant
shades.

More information

To learn more about fall
leaves, as well as fall and
winter plant care, visit the
Alabama Extension website
at www.aces.edu.

Alabama Power, ADCNR team up to build offshore reefs

David Rainer
Ala. Dept. of Conservation and Nat. Resources

th  landfills

reaching ca-

pacity, what

could be a
better way to repurpose de-
commissioned  equipment
than using it to build habitat
for Alabama’s great offshore
fisheries?

Alabama Power Compa-
ny recently teamed up with
the Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural
Resources’ (ADCNR) Marine
Resources Division (MRD)
to take end-of-life concrete
poles and tower segments to
build a new reef in the (Con-
servation Commissioner)
Christopher M. Blanken-
ship Reef Zone that covers
65 miles of Gulf of Mexico
bottom between 10 and 20
miles off the Alabama coast.

Both Jason Carlee, Al-
abama Power’s Manager of
Water Field Services in the
Environmental Affairs Di-
vision, and Craig Newton,
MRD’s Artificial Reef Coordi-
nator, noted the arrangement
of the concrete poles in the
September 19 deployment re-
minded them of the old game
Pick Up Sticks.

“We appreciate the op-
portunity to partner with the
state,” Carlee said. “This is
the fourth reef that Alabama
Power has deployed. This
reef used concrete distribu-
tion and transmission poles
and steel lattice from trans-
mission towers. We used The
Reefmaker out of Orange
Beach to deploy the material,
and Stewart Walter is very
accurate with where he puts
the material. The goal was to
stack the poles in a crisscross
pattern, kind of like Pick
Up Sticks, to get some relief
and not just lying flat on the
bottom. He also added some
transmission tower segments
among the poles. There is a
lot of surface area on those
concrete poles for barnacles
and other marine life to get
that reef complex started.”

Newton, who oversees
Alabama’s unparalleled reef
zones that cover more than
1,200 square miles of bottom
on the Gulf of Mexico, said
the Blankenship Reef Zone
was permitted in 2021 and
named in honor of the Com-
missioner by Governor Kay
Ivey. Soon after the permit
was issued, MRD started

deploying reefs in the zone
and ended with 123 reefs
using 164 super pyramid reef
structures before the latest
deployments.

“We developed a mutual-
ly beneficial partnership with
Alabama Power, and they
repurposed these concrete
power poles and other ma-
terial to construct this addi-
tional reefin the Blankenship
Reef Zone that significantly
increased the diversity of
habitat types that are avail-
able to the reef fish in that
area,” Newton said. “The con-
crete poles provide a unique
habitat that is different from
the 25-foot-tall concrete pyr-
amids in that there are more
nooks and crannies for fish,
crabs and invertebrates to
seek refuge and inhabit. It’s
an exceptionally diverse reef
habitat in 90 feet of water.

“I'm not sure kids today
would know what Pick Up
Sticks are, but, if you can,
picture a configuration that
resembles Pick Up Sticks in
the way these concrete poles
were deployed.

"In addition to the power
poles, sections of a transmis-
sion tower were deployed
adjacent to and on top of the
power poles. That provides
higher vertical relief and also
a significant number of small,
interstitial spaces.”

Newton said the reef will
be prime habitat for red snap-
per, Alabama’s signature reef
species, as well as gray trig-
gerfish and gray (mangrove)
snapper.

“It should be especially
productive for producing
gray snapper,” he said. “Their
behavior is such that they
prefer to have relatively tight,
close quarters with the habi-
tat. This power pole configu-
ration and the transmission
tower sections will provide
this unique habitat for the
gray snapper to thrive in.”

Commissioner Blanken-
ship foresees a long relation-
ship with Alabama Power to
continue building reefs off

the Alabama coast.
“I appreciate the
reef-building partnership

with Alabama Power,” Com-
missioner Blankenship said.
“Their commitment to sus-
tainability by repurposing
end-of-service-life material
to create new living habi-
tat for marine organisms is
commendable. The Alabama
Power staff and leadership

have been great to work with.
Ilook forward to many future
projects.”

With the assistance of
Alabama Power, MRD also
deployed another reef in the
Blankenship Reef Zone, but
it was a decommissioned
tugboat, the William Lee.
The tugboat was donated by
Hooks Towing from Chicka-
saw, Alabama, and Alabama
Power provided the funding
for the deployment.

The tugboat was 45 feet
long and 25 feet wide. The
William Lee was deployed
17 miles south of Dauphin
Island in the Blankenship
Reef Zone.

“The William Lee tug-
boat was cleaned and fully
remediated to remove any
compounds that would not
be conducive to the marine
environment,” Newton said.

“The empty steel hull
had holes cut in so that the
fish could utilize the entire
structure. The William Lee
rests on the bottom about 105
feet below the surface and
extends about 15-17 feet into
the water column. It will be
good habitat not only for the
typical red snapper and trig-
gerfish but also greater am-
berjack. The water is a little
too shallow to be considered
a really good amberjack reef,

The Reefmaker slowly lowers a concrete power pole to build a reef in the Blankenship Reef Zone.

but during certain times of
the year and certain envi-
ronmental conditions, we do
expect there to be good am-
berjack on this reef.”

Alabama Power started
its reef deployment activ-
ity when it partnered with
Cooper/T. Smith (CTS) and
the Alabama Wildlife Federa-
tion (AWF) to deploy its first
artificial reef in the Gulf of
Mexico in 2016. Two retired
boilers from plants in Wash-
ington County and Theodore
were loaded and secured on
a CTS salvage hopper barge
and deployed in a zone 25
miles southeast of Dauphin
Island. In 2019, three 13-
foot by 26-foot storage tanks
from Washington County
and Barry plants were repur-
posed and deployed by The
Reefmaker as the first reefs
into the newly established
AWF Nearshore Artificial
Reef Zone.

In November 2021, Al-
abama Power deployed an-
other retired package boiler
and other material from the
Washington County Gogen
plant. The material was again
welded inside a CTS salvage
barge and deployed into the
AWF Nearshore Artificial
Reef Zone.

Alabama Power’s Carlee
pointed out these reefs pro-

vide multiple benefits for Al-
abamians.

“Alabama has created
a world-class offshore reef
fishery, and I understand
that other states are trying
to model what’s being done
in Alabama,” Carlee said.
“That’s tremendous for rec-
reational and commercial
fishing. It’s also incredible
for economic development,
bringing tourists from out of
state to fish those reefs.

“But it is wonderful to be
able to partner with the state
and find a way to repurpose
materials that have ended
their useful life in our system.
It’s better for the customer
as well as us to repurpose it
instead of taking up landfill
space. The state has done a
tremendous job of managing
the reef system.”

Newton said there are
currently about 10,000 arti-
ficial reefs within the 1,200
square miles of reef bottom
in the Alabama Artificial Reef
Program  (www.outdooral-
abama.com/saltwater-fish-
ing/artificial-reefs).

“The private sector has
been extremely important
to reef construction offshore
of Alabama,” he said. “That’s
what really sets our program
apart from other programs.
It’s the partnerships we’ve

MARK JERALD

made with the private sector,
where private entities can go
through a simple permitting
process and construct their
own reefs.

“Over the past seven or
eight years, we went through
a significant expansion of
what was already an amazing
artificial reef program.”

MRD gained permits for
an additional 60 square miles
of water bottom between 6
and 9 miles offshore as well
as added the 65 square miles
of bottom in the Blankenship
Reef Zone. With remediation
from the Deepwater Horizon
oil spill, MRD deployed sev-
eral thousand new reef mod-
ules in the new reef zones.

“We really kind of
changed the dynamics of
the fishery and provided
significantly more access to
the reef fish populations by
adding these nearshore ar-
tificial reefs,” Newton said.
“For example, a family can
go 6-7 miles on an afternoon
trip and have a respectable
chance of catching good red
snapper. Prior to this expan-
sion, that just wasn’t possi-
ble because of the limited
amount of habitat. We have
greatly increased the accessi-
bility to the natural resource
with the development of
these new reefs.”

e

Ohbituary Amnouncements: Nou, 2-4

L1

Pamela Sean Dean, 58

on Friday, November 1,

2024. She was preceded

Pamela Sean  Dean, in death by her parents:
age 58, of Baileyton, Jerry and Willowdean
Alabama passed away Wright. Pam is survived

by her daughter, Megan

Duckworth (Josey);
sister, Angela Jones;
brothers: Christopher
Wright (Tiffany) and
David Wright (Jennifer);

and a host of other
family members and
friends. The family will
receive friends at Moss
Service Funeral Home

on Sunday, November 3,
2024 from 3 p.m. until the
celebration of Pam’s life
which will begin at 5 p.m.
in Moss Service Funeral

Home Chapel. To leave
condolences for the family
please visit mossservicefh.
com. Moss Service
Funeral Home directing.

Free Obituary Listings

HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US
Email: robin@cullmantribune.com * Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullnanTribune.com/obituaries.
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STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF CULLMAN
NOTICE OF COMPLETION

COMMUNITY MATTERS 7

NOW HIRING GLASS
A CDL DRIVERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY given that Struthers Recreation, LLC - 220 Applegate Trace
— Pelham, AL, Contractor, has completed all work on — THE CULLMAN PRIMARY
SCHOOL - PLAYGROUND, 900 HOEHN DRIVE, CULLMAN, ALABAMA 35055.
All persons having any claim for labor, materials, or otherwise in connection with
this project should immediately notify the above named Contractor. All claims
should be filed within 30 days of the final publication of this notice.

CULLMAN

SAME DAY
APPLICATION ka

COMPETITIVE
PAY AND
BENEFITS

SFTWI

PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

256-352-2221

AND INTERVIEW

BUILDING DEPARTMENT

201 2™ Avenue NE
Cullman, Alabama 35055

256.775.7203
www.CullmanAl.gov

City of Cullman
Zoning Board of Adjustments

On Monday, November 18, 2024, at Cullman City Hall Auditorium at 5:30 P.M., at the
regular meeting of the City of Cullman Zoning Board of Adjustments, a public hearing will be
held to allow affected parties to voice their concerns related to the following items:

1. Special exception — 1742 3™ Avenue SE — home occupation

For further information, contact Brian Landreth or Amber Duke at the City of Cullman Building
Department at 256-775-7203.

Volunteers (from Front)

you are interested in helping
fathers and mothers become
parents, then The Link needs
you. If you are interested

in Adult Ministry, then The
Link needs you. If you are in-
terested in assisting people in
re-entry and recovery, then

The Link needs you. If you do
not have passion, or you are
not investing financially in a
cause that gives you great sat-

isfaction, then you need The
Link!” he shared. Said Betts,
“There is fruitfulness in each
one of us that God wants to

use... we need each other in
order for growth to happen
and fruitfulness occur.”

For those seeking re-

sources or those interested
in volunteering, visit www.
linkingcullman.org or call
256-775-0028.

Election (from Front)

Jen Baker
jen@cullmantribune.com

FAIRVIEW, Ala. — Fairview
High School held a mock elec-
tion Monday, Nov. 4, ahead of
the Nov. 5 General Election.

Students from grades nine
through 12 learned about the
election process and how to
cast a ballot.

Junior Jack  Haynes
shared, “I think this experi-
ence has allowed me to under-
stand how the voting process
works, and now I know how
to vote whenever I do turn

18. Now, I'll know what to

do and where to go and how
things work.”

History teacher LeeDell
Cook explained the mock
election process, sharing,
“We’re holding a mock stu-
dentelection at Fairview High
School. It’s a history depart-
ment project. We do it depart-
mentwide, and with each class
period we bring them in and
they go through the voting
process just like they would
on Election Day, like you and
Iwill do tomorrow. Hopefully,
this will give them experience
when they do turn 18 and are
registered voters, and they

will understand the process
more clearly. Also, each one of
us has taken time in our class-
es to cover different lessons
that have to do with elections
and the voting process.”

Each student lined up
to show his or her ID, take a
ballot, fill it out and turn it in.

Senior Josie Earl told The
Tribune, “This has prepared
me for Election Day because
I’ll be 18 soon and I have no
idea how to do this. So, this is
running me through the pro-
cess so that I will know how
to do this when I have to go by
myself and go do it.”

Successors to

VIRGIL B. FOWLER
Root &ttt ancd Srsenance

AGENCY
Lttty Swe 1925

734-3821

vbfowlerinsurance.com

WILLIAM RICHARD & SON INSURANCE

* Eotobtishod 7555

Virgil B. Fowler 1895-1978 - Virgil B. Fowler Jr. 1937-2019 - Dorothy S. Fowler - Jason S. Fowler

LEGALS

g'l'.-\'l'l-', OF ALABAMA

CULLMAN COUNTY -

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF PATSY ANN WHALEY, DECEASED.

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT TO BE PUBLISHED
BY PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

Letters Testamentary on the Estate of said deceased have been granted to Timothy Lee

IN THE PROBATE COURT

CASE NO. PC 2024-3"1(¢

Whaley on the =] 'rsrd:l_\' of &\J L_,*—‘J IE{/“CLr ,2024, by the Hon. Tammy Brown, Judge
of Probate of Cullman County. Notice is hereby given that all persons having claims against said
estate are hereby required to present the same within the time allowed by law or the same will be
barred.

Timothy Lee Whaley

Personal Representative
To the publisher of The Cullman Tribune:

Please publish the above notice three successive weeks in said newspaper.

\—J At é é@wﬂ"\

Tammy Brown, Judge of Probate

Steven C. Smith
Attorney for the Estate
Smith & Smith, LLP

P. O. Box 398

Cullman, AL 35056-0398
(256) 734-4721

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF *
F.LF., * CASE NO.: JU 23-600.03
a minor, DOB: 08-10-2023. *

NOTICE OF TERMINATION HEARING

KAGUN DAVID FULLER, whose whereabouts are unknown, must answer the
Petition for Termination of Pareﬁtal Rights filed by the Cullman County Department of
Human Resources in regards to a minor child born on August 10, 2023, to Kimberly
Taylor Farmer by the i day of M 2024, or thereafter a judgment
terminating his parental rights may be entered against him in the Juvenile Court of

Cullman County, Alabama.

Donethisthe&dayofmglpr‘_,m L
@Zw/’? ;

Lisa McSwalin ™77
Circuit Clefk. ™.

Petitioner:
Cullman County Department of Human Resources
P. Q. Box 990

1220 St. Joseph Street NW

Cullman, AL 35056 0CT 2 1 2004
(;!:A McSWAIN

Perry D. Knight CUIT COURT

Attorney for Petitioner CULLMAN counTY

412 First Avenue SE

Suite 101

Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-4080

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
TOMMY FERRELL JONES,

deceased.

i 7
the J_Eg_}du}' of (_'_[_1_._{_{:'1‘(1&_

Probate Judge.

will be barred.

TAKE NOTICE that Letters of Administration having been granted to Tommy
Ferrell Jones, Jr., as Administrator of the Estate of Tommy Ferrell Jones, deceased, on

. 2024, by the Honorable Tammy Brown,

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all persons having claims against the said

Estate are hereby required to present the same within the time allowed by law or the same

AN

E IN THE PROBATE COURT OF
* CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA
*

CASE NO. PC 2023-194

e/ v
Jou N

TAMMY m{nm;y PROBATE JUDGE

80.

Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given to all owners, secured parties and
lienholders of the following described motor vehicles, which I have a
right to sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance
with the State of Alabama abandoned vehicle law, Statues, Chapter
13, Section 1-8, Title 32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-494-S-

2003 LeSabre Buick, Vin#1G4HP52K23U246177
2009 Chevy Aveo, Vin#KL1TD66E49B608426
2009 Chevy Cobalt, Vin#1G1AT58H197293035
2006 Chevy Malibu, Vin#1G1ZT53846F293266
1999 Chevy S10, Vin#1 GTCS1445XK509641
2018 Ford Taurus, Vin#1FAHP2H81JG102426
2011 Ford Fusion, Vin#3FAHPOHA7BR104831
2008 Ford Edge, Vin#2FMDK38CX8BA28972
2002 Honda Accord, Vin#1HGCG56752A117310
2011 Jeep Cherokee, Vin#1J4RR5GG8BC502165
2007 Kawasaki Vulcan, Vin#JKBVNKD167A012623
2008 Kia Spectra, Vin#KNAFE121585545890
2016 Nissan Rogue,Vin# KNMAT2MT8GP662762
2011 Volvo XC90, Vin#YV4952CZ6B1582436

These vehicles will be sold to pay storage and or repair fee at
Mullins Body Shop, LLC, 11042 US Highway 31 South, Cullman,
Alabama 35055, on December 17, 2024, at 9:00 a.m.

IN RE: The Estate of
MARGARET ANN MILLIS,

Deceased.

Tammy Brown, Judge of Probate Count,

Attomney for Petitioner:
Michael J. Baggett
BAGGETT & WILSON, LLC

TO: Publisher of THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

DONE this |

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TAKE NOTICE that Letters of Administration with Will Annexed having been granted to
LAGEITA CAROL WATKINS HARRIS, as Persopal Representative, of the ESTATE OF
MARGARET ANN MILLIS, deceased, on the | e day of Au %«\_-dt_ 2024, by Honorable

{

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all persons having claims against the said Estate are
hereby required to present the same within the time allowed by law or the same will be barred.

Lageita Carol Watkins Harris
Personal Representative

Please publish the forgoing notice once a week for three consecutive weeks and
send an Affidavit of Publication to the Judge of Probate.

| sk
J = dayof_/A4 4 ‘*3+___. 2024.

CASE NO.: PC2024-039

TAMMY BROWN
JUDGE OF PROBATE

e e RBewon

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF *
F.LF., * CASE NO.: JU 23-600.03
a minor, DOB: 08-10-2023. *

NOTICE OF TERMINATION HEARING
KIMBERLY TAYLOR FARMER, whose whereabouts are unknown, mustanswer
the Petition for Termination of Parental Rights filed by the Cullman County Department
of Human Resources in regards to the above referenced child born on August 10, 2023

bythe 5‘3 day of

parental rights may be entered against her in the Juvenile Court of Cullman County,

, 2024, or thereafter a judgment terminating her

Alabama.

Done this the & | day of s

Lisa MoSwin
Circuit Clerk  ~_

Petitioner:

Cullman County Department of Human Resources
P. O. Box 990

1220 St. Joseph Street NW

Cullman, AL 35056 FILED IN OFFICE
Perry D. Knight 0CT 2 1 2004
Attorney for Petitioner

412 First Avenue SE CRGUN SN

Suite 101 CULLMAW COUNTY
Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-4090

STATE OF ALABAMA }
) NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

COUNTY OF CULLMAN )

TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

T d o ey
Monday, _/fce/ 1A 2024mt J): () amSpm.

Date & Time of Sale:
Sale Location:

Cullman County Courthouse East Entrance
500 Second Ave

Writ of Execution Parties: Carroll's Contemporary Designs
VS,
Chanda and Danny Sterling
539 County Road
Hanceville, Alabar

By virtue of an Execution issued to me by Circuit Clerk Lisa McSwain, pursuant to the
Code of Alabama, requiring me to make the sum as provided for in said Execution issued on a
judgment, with interest and cost. Upon the expiration of proper notice and advertisement, [ will
expose at public sale to the highest bidder at the date, time, and location listed above, all right,
title, and interest of Chanda and Danny Sterling, property, described as follows:

Beginning af th

Section 27, 1

646.91 feet toa p
S-00-12'48"W a

39229 feet to a poin, thence
hence S-89°-47'12"E a distance of
ance of 193.32 feel to a point on the
» S-88°-50°-00"E along said right

3 1.80 feet to a po
| thence S-0°-16"-18"IV a di
sht of way line of a paved county road, them

of way line a distance of 20017 feet to the point of b

Savid land lving and being in the SW 4-NE %, Section 27, T-11-8, R-2-W, Cullman
County, Alabama and comtaining 3.02 acres more or less

Source of title: Pursuant to the description provided in Plaintifi”s Amended Writ of
Execution issued on or about 22 August 2024 in case DV-2024-900091 in the District Court
of Cullman County, Alabama

ITHEREFORE, according to said command, 1 shall expose for sale at public auction, all

ght, title, and interest of the above-named Cl

described property on the date listed above, subject to all prior encumbrances of record.

Dated this the /9 - day of OC%’LLL( -

H\.%M"% ;SI\MLF;
Sheriff Mat{ Gehitry

)74
L2024
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Recycling Collection

Now Available in Cullman County
for Residents and Businesses
Cardboard | Plastic | Paper | Metal | Glass

Reduce your garbage volume
with Bi-monthly Recycling Pickup

It's Free to Try!

OSIRIS

RECYCLING SOLUTIONS LLC

(256) 615-2510

osirisrecycling.com

Not affiliated with Cullman County Sanitation Dept.

No drop-off location
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Freed-Hardeman University
student from Arab selected as 2024
homecoming court representative

Staff Reports

Contributor

HENDERSON, Tenn. —
Eighteen Freed-Hardeman
University students have
been chosen by their peers
to proudly represent their
school as members of FHU's
2024 homecoming court.
Representatives will be pub-
licly recognized during a
chapel presentation Thurs-
day, Nov. 7, at 10:30 a.m. Fol-
lowing a week full of reunions
and activities, two seniors

will be crowned homecom-
ing king and queen during a
special coronation ceremony
Saturday, Nov. 9, at 4:30 p.m.
on Smith-Kirk Court of the
Brewer Sports Center.

Reagan Malone, a Sport
Administration - BBA major
from Arab, Alabama, was se-
lected as a FHU Homecom-
ing class representative.

"We are so proud of these
individuals who have been
chosen by their peers to rep-
resent both their classes and
FHU on this year’s home-

coming court,” Chris Ramey,
FHU director of alumni en-
gagement, said.

"Each of them is an ex-
ample of the positive char-
acter, integrity and servant
leadership that makes the
Freed-Hardeman communi-
ty so special.”

Homecoming 2024:
Thanks for the Memories is
taking place this week on the
campus of Freed-Hardeman
University. The full sched-
ule can be found at thu.edu/
homecoming.

Homecoming court representatives (left to right, front row) Reagan Malone, Rachel Hibbett;
(second row) Ben Rivers, Kannon Scott, Tristan Mashburn, Ellie Culbreath, Harper Shelton; (third
row) Max Ballard, Eden LaRue, Marlee Gary, Spencer Bowen; (fourth row) Jack Rosenblum,
Sarafina Njeru, Clay Kirkland; (fifth row) Ally Ballard, Matt Miller, Everett Scott and Brady Webb.

FAITH

"Be confident in who God calls you to be’: County Fair
Queen Avery Gerstman talks pageant experience

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

BREMEN, Ala. — The 2024
Cullman County Fair Queen
pageant was held at the
County Fair on Oct. 8th and
Cold Springs’ Avery Ger-
stman was crowned as this
year’s County Fair Queen.
Avery was excited to win the
pageant and in this interview,
she talked about her experi-
ence competing in this year’s
event and how it has given
her an opportunity to share
her faith with others.

"I was so honored. This
is truly a God thing. Never in
a million years would I have
thought this would be my re-
ality. I am so blessed to have
this title,” Gerstman said.

"It was hard work. Luck-
ily, I had a wonderful sup-
port system that helped me
throughout the way.

"My parents were a huge
help, and my coach, Julie
Graham, was the best coach
ever. She is like a friend to
me. Countless hours went
into this, and I'm so thankful
I had a great support system
to guide me through this
journey.”

Avery has been compet-
ing in pageants since she was
in the sixth grade and really
started to get into them when
she entered high school. She
has gained so much from
those experiences and feels
blessed to have been around a
lot of other talented girls with
some of the same goals.

"I've learned that there
is a negative stigma behind
pageants. Many people are
against them because of their
stereotype.

"I've learned that no

matter what, be yourself, let
your light shine, and be con-
fident in who God calls you
to be,” she said. "It was so in-
spiring. I was with eight other
extremely talented girls. We
were all in the same position,
and we were able to bond over
that. We all had our nervous
moments, but we were able
to talk to each other and calm
ourselves down. Me, Cassie
Davis, Camila Guevara, and
our amazing coach prayed
with us before the pageant.”

Avery quickly became
friends with two of the con-
testants during the pageant
and feels blessed to have a
coach like Graham in her
life. She was shocked when
she heard that she had won
the pageant, and everyone
was rooting on their friends,
no matter what the outcome
ended up becoming.

"Camila, Cassie, and I
ended up being the best of
friends during this experi-
ence. We bonded through-
out this entire process. We
became friends almost in-
stantly.

"Mrs. Graham was so
amazing. We all love her so
much. She is such a blessing
in my life. She brought out
the confidence in me that I
didn’t know I had. She is like
abest friend to me,” she said.

"My talent was an inter-
pretive dance using ASL to
'Will the Lord Remember
Me'. All I wanted through my
talent was if anyone didn't
know Jesus, they would
know Him after my talent. If
anything, that was my main
goal. I wanted somebody in
the crowd, even one person,
to be moved by my talent and
song choice. My reaction was

complete shock. It was some-
thing I had worked towards
for months. I felt so blessed
to receive that title. I'm so
fortunate to have an oppor-
tunity to share my story with
many people. I'm grateful. I
think we were all rooting for
each other, no matter what
the outcome was. We were
all rooting for each other. I
will definitely remember the
friendships I made, and how
closely we all were able to
bond throughout this experi-
ence. It made it so enjoyable,”
she said. "I hope I was able to
show God'’s love throughout
this entire experience and
show others they are never
alone.”

Gerstman wanted people
to see Jesus through her
during the pageant and talked
about a cause she supports
that means alot to her.

"I want people to remem-
ber the meaning behind the
song, and I just hope they
could see Jesus through me. I
really wanted someone to feel
touched. That was my main
goal,” she said.

"My CSI is ‘Shine a Light'.
It is to bring mental health
awareness. I have struggled
with mental health for many
years now, and I want ev-
eryone to know they’re not
alone. I know that through
this platform, others that
struggle with their mental
health can have a sense of
relief knowing they are not
alone.

"Mental health aware-
ness in teens is something
I'm an advocate for. It means
so much to me. My goal is to
raise awareness and shine a
light on mental health aware-
ness in teens.”

There were a lot of young
girls in attendance at the
pageant, and Avery wants
to continue to be a positive
role model in their lives. She
shared some advice for any
girls that want to compete in
pageants as well.

"Being a role model for
young girls is incredibly im-
portant. It's an opportunity
to inspire confidence. I want
them to know that it’s not just
about the crown. It's about
the experience and the mes-
sage you portray,” she said.

"I'd tell them to believe
in themselves and embrace
their Godly-given qualities.
Focus on your passion, work
hard, and always be Kkind.
Confidence and kindness
will shine brighter than any
crown.

"I want them to remem-
ber that it’s not just about
winning. It's about growing
and inspiring others along
the way.”

God has played a huge
role for Avery during these
pageants and she shared one
of her favorite Bible verses
that she thinks about when
competing.

"God has played a sig-
nificant role in my journey
through pageants, providing
me with strength and guid-
ance.

"My faith has been a
source of comfort, especially
when facing anxiety. Through
these  experiences, I've
learned to trust in a greater
plan, which helps me navi-
gate challenges with more
confidence.

"My Shine a Light plat-
form reflects this by focusing
on mental health awareness.
It allows me to share my story
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year's Cullman County Fair Queen on Oct. 8.

and encourage others to seek
support, showing that it's
okay to not be okay. This mis-
sion not only helps me cope
with my own anxiety, but
it also empowers others to
embrace their struggles and

shine in their unique ways,”
she said. "One of my favorite
Bible verses is Micah 6:8. I
always want to walk humbly
with God. I am only there
because of the Lord’s saving
grace.”





