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SUBSCRIBE TODAY Trump sworn in
WASHINGTON, D.C. — “Donald Trump, who over-came impeachments, crimi-nal indictments and a pair of assassination attempts to win another term in the White House, was sworn in Monday as the 47th U.S. president, taking charge as Republi-cans claim unified control of 

Washington and set out to reshape the country’s insti-tutions. “Trump’s swearing-in was moved indoors to the Capitol Rotunda — the first time that has happened in 40 years — and the inaugural parade was replaced by an event at a downtown arena. Throngs of Trump supporters who de-scended on the city to watch the inaugural ceremony on 

the West Front of the Capitol from the National Mall were left to find somewhere else to view the festivities. Some guests were invited into the Capitol Visitors (sic) Center to watch on a big screen.” (AP News) Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey issued the following state-ment after Monday’s inaugu-ration:  “It is a beauti-

CULLMAN, Ala. — A coun-tersuit filed by Jeff Tolbert in the Circuit Court of Cullman County offered a detailed response to claims made against him in a law-suit filed by Melissa Curtis of Lake League Real Estate at the end of 2024. The legal response, submitted Jan. 14, 2025, refuted allegations and provided alleged sup-porting evidence in the form of financial records and text communications. The countersuit direct-ly challenged the claims by presenting purported evi-dence, including checks and text messages, which aimed to substantiate Tolbert’s ver-sion of events. The included checks reportedly contradict assertions made in the origi-nal suit, allegedly illustrating financial transactions that align with Tolbert’s defense narrative. Additionally, text message exchanges pre-sented in the counterclaim allegedly provide further 

context and clarification re-garding key disputed inter-actions.Key issues highlighted in the countersuit include:• Misrepresentation of financial transactions: Tol-bert’s legal team asserted that Curtis mischaracterized financial dealings, with the checks showing a different narrative than what was claimed in the initial filing. The checks include details of payments that Tolbert’s team claims are consistent with prior agreements be-tween the parties, challeng-ing the timeline and intent suggested by Curtis.• Context of commu-nication: Text messages presented as evidence by Tolbert’s team are cited to demonstrate discrepancies in Curtis’ account of events. For example, one message from Curtis to Tolbert reads, “Let’s move forward as we discussed last week — ev-erything looks good on my 

end.” This message, Tol-bert claims, reflects mutual agreement and understand-ing that contradict Curtis’ assertions in the original lawsuit. Another text from Tolbert to Curtis states, “I’ve sent the payment as per the contract. Please confirm receipt.” According to the countersuit, Curtis acknowl-edged this in her response, stating, “Got it — thanks for staying on top of this.” Addi-tionally, a text from Curtis to a colleague reportedly read, “He’s harmless and vulner-able,” which Tolbert’s team argued undermined the sin-cerity of her allegations.• Travel timeline discrep-ancies: Evidence provided by Tolbert included records indicating that he and Curtis arrived at Cedar Lodge on the evening of Oct. 1, 2023, and returned to Alabama on Oct. 3, 2023. These dates, Tolbert’s team argues, con-flict with claims made in Curtis’ initial filing, particu-larly regarding the timeline of alleged events.
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Weather: County schools delayed, city schools operating normally

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLSCullman County Schools will be on a two-hour delay Tuesday and Wednesday, Jan. 21-22, due to cold weather.Cullman City Schools will operate normal hours.

» PAGE 8

SUBSCRIBE TODAY Berlin Town Council approves budget 
modifications for road, park projects

BERLIN, Ala. — The Berlin 
Town Council on Monday 
approved a modification to 
the 2025 budget in order 
to provide more funds for 
road repairs and develop-
ment of the town’s park and 
farmers market complex. 

As part of ongoing work on 
County Roads 1612 and 1614, 
it approved expenditures 
by Mayor Patrick Bates of 
$5,800 for replacement of 
water lines that were dam-
aged because they were not 
deep enough in the ground, 
and $15,600 for removal of 
the old line and restoration 
of the surface after all work 

is completed. The council 
increased the budget for this 
project to $99,000.
 Bates told the council 
that all bids received for the 
park/farmers market project 
were over the Town’s allotted 
amount, with four bids rang-
ing from $938,000 to $1.3 
million. Bates told the coun-
cil it could modify 

CULLMAN, Ala. — On 
Sunday, Jan. 26, 2025, Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church in 
Cullman will officially unveil 
its new Austin organ during 
the 9 a.m. Mass, with a bless-
ing by Abbot Marcus Voss 
of St. Bernard Abbey and 
a reception to follow. The 
new instrument replaces a 
century-old 1921 Austin that 
suffered an electrical failure 
in 2022, and features 2,300 

pipes, 33 ranks and 67 stops.
 Hartford, Connecti-
cut-based Austin Organs, Inc. 
has been in business since 
1899, and has built organs for 
nearly 500 churches in the 
southeastern U.S. alone.
 The new instrument is 
part of a larger $730,000 ren-
ovation of the church’s choir 
loft including installation of 
two new 10-ton air condition-
ing units to climate control 
the loft and keep the pipes in 
tune, along with new wiring, 
lighting, microphones and 

other sound equipment. Vis-
itors accustomed to seeing 
the old loft will be struck by 
handsome new casings for 
the pipes.
 “This organ has a beauti-
ful voice,” said Sacred Heart 
Music Director Shelley Hodo. 
“It has a full, warm sound 
that can fill the room - and 
the listener’s soul - with ma-
jestic sounds that shout out 
God’s glory, and it can whis-
per God’s love in a still, small 
voice that makes the listener 
want not to move 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com
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SHELLEY HODO

Sacred Heart’s beautiful dove window is reflected in the glass 
music stand on the parish’s new Austin organ.
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Wallace State Police alert
Officers remind motorists to watch their 
speed during basketball tournament

WALLACE STATE POLICE

As the Cullman County Basketball Tournament keeps going 
this week, we want to remind everyone to keep an eye on your 
speed while driving, especially along College Drive. Wallace 
State Police officers will be out monitoring traffic in the area 
of College Drive this week to ensure everyone's safety.
Visitors, please be aware that this main road sees a fair amount 
of foot traffic at night as we have student housing along this 
road. It's not unusual for students to be crossing the street at 
night, so let's all do our part to keep our community safe.
Drive carefully and enjoy the tournament!
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY Cullman City Schools releases update 
on strategic plan, accomplishments

CULLMAN, Ala. — In honor 
of School Board Apprecia-
tion Month, Cullman City 
Schools is celebrating the ac-
complishments of its current 
school board this January 
and looking at how the dis-
trict has grown over the past 

four years. The school board 
is comprised of Cheryl Har-
rison, Chris Branham, Amy 
Carter, Jason Neal and Jill 
Bradberry. 
 Superintendent Kyle 
Kallhoff noted the board has 
accomplished much in its 
latest term from 2021 to the 
present, including imple-
menting its strategic plan, 

starting numerous capital 
projects and keeping the 
system among the most ac-
ademically successful in the 
state.
 “I’m so thankful for the 
work and leadership of our 
board, and it’s incredible 
what has been accomplished 
just over the past four years,” 
Kallhoff said. “The 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
St. Paul’s Alumni & Friends 
Dinner and School Auction 
is the largest fundraiser of 
the year for St. Paul’s Luther-
an School. “It is a fantastic 
evening filled with nostalgia 
and fellowship among par-
ents, alumni and friends. 

We are proud to share that 
(this year’s) IMPACT Award 
recipient is Sue Westerfield, 
longtime church secretary 
and school supporter,” said a 
media release. 
 The IMPACT Award is an 
annual award presented by 
St. Paul’s to those students, 
teachers, support staff and 
church members who’ve 
made significant contribu-

tions to the school and com-
munity.
 The 2025 Alumni & 
Friends Dinner and School 
Auction will take place Satur-
day, March 1, at Cotton Creek. 
During the dinner portion of 
the evening, St. Paul’s will 
present Westerfield with the 
IMPACT Award. 
 “Mrs. Sue Westerfield 
moved with her 
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Left to right are Cheryl Harrison, Chris Branham, Amy Carter, 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL

Sue Westerfield
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY Cullman County Commission proposes $3 
lodging fee to fund new agricultural center

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man County Administrator 
John M. Bullard outlined a 
proposal from the Cullman 
County Commission for a $3 
per-night lodging fee to fund 
the construction of a new ag-
ricultural center. The fee, if 

approved by the legislature, 
would apply to short-term 
stays in Cullman County, in-
cluding hotels, motels, inns, 
tourist cabins, RV parks and 
other accommodations regu-
larly rented to transients.
	 Bullard explained the fee 
would be dedicated to Cull-
man County Parks and Rec-
reation. 

	 "This funding would 
be committed to Cullman 
County Parks and Recreation 
to pay for construction of the 
new agricultural center that 
has been proposed," he said.
	 While several potential 
sites for the center are under 
consideration, the commis-
sion has not yet voted to fi-
nalize a location. 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Area ju-
niors visited Cullman County 
District Court this month 
as part of the Cullman Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Youth Leadership Cullman 
County program. 
	 Cullman County District 
Judge Chad Floyd said most 
local schools sent at least two 
students, and his daughter 
was among the students in 
the group from Cullman High 
School.  
	 Of the Youth Leadership 
group and their activities 
this month, Floyd said, “They 
meet monthly and spend 
the entire day developing 
the leadership skills of those 
young participants. On that 
date, they went first thing and 
met with (Cullman) Mayor 
(Woody) Jacobs and (City) 
Clerk Wes Moore at the City 
of Cullman. They 

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com

Lauren Estes
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EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported Jan. 27

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Jan. 27, 2025. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
Jan. 23
•	 permitting dogs to run at 
large; CR 1107
•	 harassing communica-
tions; CR 1059
•	 harassing communica-
tions; CR 172
•	 theft of property; CR 1564
•	 domestic violence; CR 
728
•	 theft of property; CR 568
•	 criminal mischief; CR 
1059
•	 giving false name to law 
enforcement officer; domes-
tic violence; Sheraton Rd.

Jan. 24
•	 domestic violence – ag-
gravated assault; CR 62
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 
157
•	 unauthorized use of 
motor vehicle; CR 1609
•	 harassment; Hwy. 278W
•	 theft of property; Pine L. 
Hanceville

•	 harassment; 2nd Ave. NW

Jan. 25
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; Hwy. 69S
•	 possession of drug par-
aphernalia; resisting arrest; 
CR 672
•	 theft of property; Com-
mercial St. SE
•	 criminal trespass; crimi-
nal mischief; CR 1087
•	 assault; CR 1141

Jan. 26
•	 domestic violence; Hwy. 
69N

ARRESTS
Jan. 23-26
Arp, Danielle A.; 29
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

Bennett, Billy D.; 31
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Bright, Andra K.; 52
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

Cashman-Burnham, Felicia 
M.; 36
•	 FTA – assault-domes-
tic-harassment-family
•	 FTA – driving while sus-
pended, revoked or canceled

Cole, Travis E.; 42

•	 FTA – DUI (other sub-
stance)

Cruce, Jeffrey B.; 54
•	 FTA – driving while sus-
pended, revoked or canceled

Gorff, Pamela S.; 41
•	 FTA – family offense-NS 
non-support-child

Heaton, Clara N.; 49
•	 cruelty to dog/cat

Hughes, Stephen L.; 55
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Johnson, Daniel L.; 38
•	 criminal trespass

Lawson II, James A.; 27
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family

Little, Danny A.; 45
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 resisting arrest
•	 criminal trespass
•	 reckless endangerment

Peebles, Ronald P.; 44
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Philyaw, Dereck D.; 37
•	 FTA – violation of a do-

mestic violence protection 
order
•	 FTA – reckless driving

Ratliff, Matthew A.; 33
•	 FTA – driving while li-
cense suspended

Rodriguez, Armando; 33
•	 FTA – assault-domes-
tic-harassment-family
•	 FTA – obstruction-gov-
ernmental operations

Sandlin, Isaac J.; 23
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family
•	 giving false identification 
to law enforcement

Stewart, Shawn R.; 46
•	 public intoxication

Vitkauskas Jr., Richard A.; 
52
•	 assault-aggravated as-
sault family-gun
•	 assault-aggravated as-
sault-a to m aggravated as-
sault (attempted murder)

Wright, Matthew O.; 34
•	 failure to deliver title

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Jan. 22
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157

Jan. 24
•	 retail theft of proper-

ty-3rd degree; criminal tres-
pass-2nd degree; Wal-Mart; 
general merchandise; $35; 
Hwy. 157
•	 theft of property; person; 
cash
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; miscella-
neous; $161; Olive St. SW
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree – harassment; person; 
2nd Ave. NE

Jan. 26
•	 identity theft; person
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree – menacing; person; 
Morningside Dr. SW

ARRESTS
Jan. 24-26
Blackwell III, George T.; 70
•	 FTA - expired tag

Martinez, Oliver V.; 21
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Dixon, Douglas L.; 34
•	 FTA - criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree
•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Puckett, Logan I.; 23
•	 unlawful possession/
receiving a controlled sub-
stance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Goodnight, Clayton J.; 36
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree – harassment

Ellis, Daniel A.; 44
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Mentzer, Elizabeth A.; 26
•	 unlawful possession with 
intent to distribute a con-
trolled substance
•	 unlawful possession/
receiving a controlled sub-
stance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Peebles, Ronald P.; 44
•	 FTA - possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Brooks, Crystal L.; 47
•	 Illegal possession of a 
prescription drug
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Williams, Christopher W.; 
47
•	 trafficking
•	 certain person forbidden 
to possess a pistol
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

Letter (from Front)

It is hard to believe 
that 20 years ago the 
first Empty Bowls 
of Cullman County 

dinner was held on Nov. 17, 
2003.  From the very begin-
ning, it was very apparent 
that God gathered the people 
together to make it happen: 
the potters, the culinary ex-
perts, musicians, businesses, 
churches, schools, etc. The 
first planning meeting was 
held on Sept. 29, and the 
dinner was held less than 
two months later.  Organizers 
hoped serve 100-200 people 
and raise $2,000.  However, 

when it was all said and done, 
over 600 people came to the 
dinner that first year and 
almost $6,000 was raised for 
the food bank. 
	 There are many fond 
memories of that first year: 
running out of chili (high 
school students were sent 
out to area stores to buy 
chili), running out of bowls 
and basically running out of 
everything because the re-
sponse from our community 
was so wonderful! At the end 
of the evening, Javon Daniel 
excitedly said, “This needs to 
be an annual event,” and so it 
has become one. It definitely 
has become a very special, 
anticipated night in our com-

munity. It is truly a blessing 
every year to watch God at 
work through so many people 
using their gifts and talents: 
from the potters who work 
all year long, musicians the 
chefs, students and donations 
from the community make 
this evening special. And 
truly, all the honor and glory 
goes to God for the success!
	 Because of this, over the 
last 19 years Empty Bowls of 
Cullman County has raised 
$239,099 for our community 
food bank at Cullman Caring 
for Kids. The needs of the 
food bank have continued to 
grow over the last 19 years. 
	 Last year in 2024, the 
food bank served 10,239 fam-

ilies consisting of 21,979 indi-
viduals; 6,321 were children 
younger than 18 - almost one 
third. The majority of the 
people coming to the food 
bank continue to be on a fixed 
income. The food distributed 
at the food bank is distribut-
ed once a month. The 75-80-
pound bags of food are in-
tended to provide a family of 
four nutritious food for three 
days. 
	 Remember, money goes 
a long way at the food bank 
and you can help support and 
be a part of the Empty Bowls 
of Cullman County dinner in 
several different ways:

1.	  Buy a ticket (Your $15 

donation will buy 105 lbs. of 
food)

2.	 Make a donation (a $100 
donation will buy 700 lbs. of 
food)

3.	 Contribute an item for 
the silent auction

4.	 Tell others about the 
Empty Bowls dinner

The Empty Bowls dinner will 
be held in Hearin Hall at First 
United Methodist Church 
from 4-6:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Feb. 17.  The price includes an 
evening of Southern gospel 
music, performances by Brian 
Westbrook & The Misfits and 

Enell Baker, a keepsake pot-
tery bowl, chili and a grilled 
cheese sandwich. Tickets are 
$15 and are available at Cull-
man Caring for Kids and First 
United Methodist Church. 
Carry outs will also be avail-
able. For more information, 
please call Cullman Caring 
for Kids at 739-1111 or First 
United Methodist Church at 
734-6690.
	 Looking forward to seeing 
you at Empty Bowls on Feb. 
17, 2025.

“For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat...”

Matthew 25:35

Tanya Shearer

Tanya Shearer
Contributor

5 local students named to University of Mississippi fall 2024 Chancellor's Honor Roll

3 local UA Early College students named to Director's List

UNIVERSITY, Miss. — The 
University of Mississippi re-
cently announced students 
named to the fall 2024 Honor 
Roll lists.
	 The following local stu-
dents were named to the 
Chancellor's Honor Roll, 
which is reserved for stu-
dents who earn a semester 
GPA of 3.75-4.00:

•	 Alexander Brooks, of 
Arab, in the B.S.M.E. in Me-
chanical Engineering pro-
gram

•	 Anna Hulsey, of Cullman, 
in the B.S.L.S. in Law Studies 
program

•	 Eli Keel, of Falkville, 
in the B.A. in Public Policy 
Leadership program

•	 Krislyn Scroggins, of 
Cullman, in the B.S. in Inte-
grated Mktg. Communica-
tions program

•	 Patrick Wessel, of Crane 
Hill, in the B.Accy. in Ac-
countancy program

"The remarkable students 
achieving Chancellor's 
Honor Roll are among the 
best and brightest at the 

University of Mississippi," 
Chancellor Glenn Boyce said. 
"I commend them for their 
hard work and dedication re-
sulting in their outstanding 
academic achievements and 
this well-deserved recogni-
tion."
	 To be eligible for honor 
roll designation, a student 
must have completed at 
least 12 graded hours for the 
semester and may not be on 
academic probation during 

the semester.
	 The University of Missis-
sippi, affectionately known 
as Ole Miss, is the state's 
flagship university. Included 
in the elite group of R1: Doc-
toral Universities - Highest 
Research Activity by the Car-
negie Classification, it has 
a long history of producing 
leaders in public service, ac-
ademics and business.
	 Its 16 academic divisions 
include a major medical 

school, nationally recog-
nized schools of accountan-
cy, law and pharmacy, and an 
Honors College acclaimed 
for a blend of academic rigor, 
experiential learning and op-
portunities for community 
action.
	 Recognized among the 
nation's most beautiful, Ole 
Miss' main campus is in 
Oxford, which is routinely 
acknowledged as one of the 
country's best college towns.

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — For 
fall semester 2024, 587 Uni-
versity of Alabama Early Col-
lege students were on the Di-
rector's List, obtaining a 3.6 
or higher GPA for the term.

Local students include:

•	 Brylee Bishop of Bailey-
ton, who attends Priceville 
High School

•	 Brooke Harding of Arab, 
who attends Arab High 
School.

•	 Alex Nacilla of Cullman, 
who attends Alabama Con-
nections Academy

The University of Alabama, 
part of The University of 
Alabama System, is the 
state's flagship university. 
UA shapes a better world 
through its teaching, re-
search and service.
	 With a global reputation 
for excellence, UA provides 
an inclusive, forward-think-
ing environment and nearly 
200 degree programs on a 

beautiful, student-centered 
campus.
	 A leader in cutting-edge 
research, UA advances dis-
covery, creative inquiry and 
knowledge through more 
than 30 research centers.
	 As the state's largest 
higher education institu-
tion, UA drives economic 
growth in Alabama and 
beyond.

Jacob Batte
University of Mississippi

Stephanie Pettis
University of Alabama

Roe named to Presbyterian College Dean’s List

CLINTON, SC — Presbyte-
rian College proudly recog-
nizes the academic success of 
its students for the hard work 
they do in the classroom each 
semester. 
	 The highest honor - the 

President's List - is reserved 
for students who achieve at 
the highest level each semes-
ter.
	 This past fall, Joshua Roe 
of Arab was named to the list 
for earning a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average.
	 Inspired by the motto, 
"While We Live, We Serve," 

Presbyterian College cele-
brates an enduring culture 
of academic rigor, honor, 
and service worthy of being 
"America's Innovative Ser-
vice College."
	 PC provides students 
of all faiths, identities, and 
backgrounds with a transfor-
mative education that equips 

them for impactful careers 
and empowers them to serve 
as powerful forces for posi-
tive community and world 
change.
	 PC's distinctive approach 
uses innovative service as 
a tool of self-discovery, an 
amplifier of problem-solving 
skills, and a catalyst of curios-

ity.
	 A PC education offers 
students a real-life prov-
ing ground to practice the 
grace-driven art and science 
of changing lives.
	 PC was founded in 1880 
by the Rev. William Plumer 
Jacobs in the historic city 
of Clinton in the foothills of 

South Carolina.
	 The college offers vari-
ous undergraduate majors 
and has established three 
graduate programs in occu-
pational therapy, physician 
assistant, and pharmacy. PC 
student-athletes - the Blue 
Hose - participate in 19 sports 
at the Division I level.

Hal Milam
Presbyterian College

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com
Grief Support Group
Every Sunday at 3 p.m. at 
First Presbyterian Church, 
615 Third Ave. SE. Contact 
Reverend Warren Ruland at 
256-962 2521.

Cullman County Repub-
lican Women Monthly 
Meetings
Second Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Cullman VFW. President 
Cathi Bradford: “We are 
going to begin training to 
track legislation in Mont-
gomery. If you need infor-
mation, you can directly 
message me on Facebook.” 
Full meals at 5:30. Meetings 
start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 
p.m. We are located at 1503 
Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Sup-
port Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every 
month, from 10-11:30 a.m., 
at the Alabama Career 
Center, 1201 Katherine St. 
NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manager, 
at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at the old Baileyton fire sta-
tion next to the town’s park. 
Beauty and health products, 
toys, home goods, pet items, 
food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 
will allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a shop-
per can fill a large box. Some 
of the items of greater value 
will require a larger dona-
tion. There will be some 
restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. Pro-
ceeds will be used for park 
improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 

The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has 
open AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at 
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Naza-
rene, 5415 Alabama High-
way 157. CLOSED literature 
study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
the Donald E. Green Adult 
Active Center, 1625 Cleve-
land Ave. SW. The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a na-
tional program, is a hands-
on/pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly meet-
ings providing information, 
accountability, support 
and encouragement where 
you make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a world-
wide fellowship for those 
affected by someone else’s 
addiction. We offer Help 
by sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope 
by letting others know that 
they are not alone by prac-
ticing the 12 Steps of NAR-
ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our pro-
gram is not a religious one, 
but a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family Life 
Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don 
or Nancy McKenzie 256-
736-3327 or 256-736-3470 

for more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meet-
ings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups 
are a fellowship of friends 
and family whose lives have 
been affected by alcohol-
ism. The Cullman Serenity 
Al-Anon Group meets each 
Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also 
a Zoom meeting each Tues-
day at noon. The Courage 
to Change Al-Anon Family 
Group meets on Thursdays 
at 6 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church at 305 Arnold St. 
NE in the Carriage House, 
located between the church 
and the Arnold House on 
the corner. For more infor-
mation call 256-734-2231 
or 256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, 
AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Polar Bear Plunge
Saturday, Feb. 1, at 10 a.m. 
at WildWater and the Cull-
man Wellness and Aquatic 
Center. Two names will be 
drawn from the partici-
pants who take the plunge! 
One winner will receive a 
one-year family member-
ship CWAC and one winner 
will receive a four-pack 
of 2025 season passes to 
WildWater! You MUST be 
present to win! The event 
is FREE to enter, and we 
are accepting optional do-
nations for our partner, 
Special Olympics! Register 
at www.waiverfile.com/b/
CullmanCityParksRecre-
ation/Waiver.aspx.

Cullman Public Library 
Storytime: ‘The story of 
Empty Bowls in our town’
Tuesday, Feb. 4, from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Story reading 
and pottery activity by 
Christy Brock and Tanya 
Shearer. Join us as we cel-

ebrate 20 years of Empty 
Bowls!

Heartland Quilt Guild 
Meeting
Thursday, Feb. 13, at 6:30 
p.m. at Christ Covenant 
Presbyterian Church,  1310 
St. Joseph Dr. in Cullman. 

Frame Loom Weaving 
Class
Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 1 p.m. 
at the Cullman Senior 
Center. 60 and older. $42 
per person, which includes 
all supplies. Seating is lim-
ited, so those interested are 
encouraged to sign up soon. 
The class will be taught by 
Emily Wallace with Hand-
woven Designs. Sign up 
at https://square.link/u/
XjtHP68k or by stopping 
by the center. The Cullman 
Senior Center is located at 
1539 Sportsman Lake Road 
NW in Cullman. Get more 
info by calling 256-734-
0145 or visiting Cullman 
Senior Center and Travel 
on Facebook.

Youth Rally
Sunday, Feb. 23, at 6 p.m. 
At the Foot of the Cross 
Church, 2.25 miles north 
of Alabama Highway 157 on 
Eva Road. Tyler Williams 
and Ryan Wilburn preach-
ing. Please join us for a great 
time in the Lord. 

Fused Glass Art Class
Tuesday, March 18, at 12:30 
p.m. at the Cullman Senior 
Center. 60 and older. For 
$22 per person, partici-
pants can make a fused glass 
flowerpot magnet to take 
home. Seating for the class, 
taught by Kimberly Love, 
is limited, so sign up soon. 
Sign up at https://square.
link/u/mdLS2ZtL or by 
stopping by the center. The 
Cullman Senior Center is 
located at 1539 Sportsman 
Lake Road NW in Cullman. 
Get more info by calling 
256-734-0145 or visiting 
Cullman Senior Center and 
Travel on Facebook.

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported Jan. 27

Letter (from Front)

Crash (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — A 
Hanceville man has died fol-
lowing a single-vehicle crash 
that occurred at approxi-
mately 5:06 a.m. Friday, Jan. 
24.
	 Alabama State Troopers 
said Victor L. Boatright, 70, 
was critically injured when 

the 2010 Jeep Liberty he 
was driving left the roadway, 
struck a culvert and over-
turned.
	 They said Boatright was 
airlifted to the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham 
(UAB) Hospital for treat-
ment.
	 On Monday, Jan. 27, he 
succumbed to his injuries 
and was pronounced de-

ceased while at the hospital.
	 The crash occurred on 
U.S. Highway 31 near County 
Road 486, approximately 1 
mile south of Cullman, in 
Cullman County. 
	 Nothing further is avail-
able as Troopers with the 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency’s (ALEA) Highway 
Patrol Division continue to 
investigate.

Staff Reports
Contributor

Shooting (from Front)

BREMEN, Ala. — A Bremen man 
is behind bars following an alleged 
shooting Friday night, Jan. 24, that 
sent one person to an area hospital 
with gunshot wounds.
	 The Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office on Saturday, Jan. 25, said 
Richard Anthony Vitkauskas, 52, 
of Bremen, was located in Winston 
County and placed under arrest. 
	 Vitkauskas was transported 
to the Cullman County Detention 
Center and originally charged with 

aggravated assault; however, after 
conferring with Cullman County 
District Attorney Champ Crock-
er, authorities said, Vitkauskas is 
being charged with first-degree 
domestic violence/first-degree 
assault, which is an Aniah’s Law 
offense. 
	 Under Aniah’s Law, judges 
can deny bond to those who are 
charged with committing violent 
crimes.
	 Vitkauskas will be held with-
out bond until an Aniah’s Law 
hearing can be held. 
	 Cullman County Sheriff Matt 

Gentry said the safety and security 
of Cullman County residents will 
continue to be CCSO’s top priority. 
	 “I would like to thank our dep-
uties and investigators for their 
hard work and diligence,” he said.
	 “I would also like to thank the 
Winston County Sheriff’s Office 
and Walker County Sheriff’s Office 
for their assistance in bringing this 
incident to a close.” 
	 Authorities said the investiga-
tion into the incident continues.

Noah Galilee contributed to this 
article.

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

5 local students named to University of Mississippi fall 2024 Chancellor's Honor Roll

3 local UA Early College students named to Director's List

Roe named to Presbyterian College Dean’s List
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HANCEVILLE, Ala. — This 
year’s Cullman County Bas-
ketball Tournament conclud-
ed with four championship 
games at Wallace State’s Tom 
Drake Coliseum on Saturday 
and four new teams collect-
ed wins to earn county titles. 
West Point’s boys and Good 
Hope’s girls claimed this 
year’s JV championships and 
both the Raiders and Lady 
Raiders earned wins to cap-
ture varsity titles.

Good Hope 60 – Holly Pond 
42 (Varsity Boys Champi-
onship)
(2) Good Hope battled (4) 
Holly Pond in our final 
matchup from Champion-
ship Saturday at the county 
tournament and the Raiders 
got off to a hot start. Good 
Hope knocked down eight 
three-pointers in the first half 
and went into the locker room 
with a 36-23 lead at the break. 
The Raiders maintained their 
lead throughout most of the 
second half and kept the 
Broncos at bay to earn a 60-42 
win and their second straight 
county championship.
	 Tucker Malin nailed a 
three from the right wing on 
the opening possession, then 
Jacob Haynes dropped in a 
floater to give Good Hope an 
early 5-0 lead. Sawyer Olinger 
laid it in on the other end to 
cut it to 5-2. Malin knocked 
down another three, then 
Cone laid it in to extend the 
Raider lead to 10-2 with 4:50 
remaining in the opening 
period. Gavin Pace buried a 
trey from the right corner to 
make it a 13-2 game. Ty Dunn 
scored down low, then Cade 
Allbright added a free throw 
to trim it to eight at 13-5. 
Allbright hit a pair of baskets 
down low to cut it to 15-9. 
Malin scored the final five 
points for the Raiders, as that 
extended their lead to 20-11 at 
the start of the second quar-
ter.
	 Allbright put in two more 
baskets down low to make it a 
23-15 game. Tyler Byrd nailed 
a trey from the left wing to 
give Good Hope a 26-15 lead. 
Olinger knocked down a short 
jumper, then Carson Ryan 
added a free throw to cut it 
to 26-18 with a little over five 
minutes to go in the first half. 
Malin knocked down another 
three, Haynes laid it in, and 
Cone scored in the paint to 
stretch the Raider lead to 
33-18. Olinger put in a basket 
in the paint, and Asher Thrift 
nailed a trey to trim it to 10 
at 33-23. Pace buried a three 
just before the buzzer to put 
Good Hope ahead, 36-23, at 
the half.
	 It didn't take long for the 
Raiders to add to their lead 
in the third. Haynes scored 
through a foul and ended 
up hitting the free throw, 
then Malin knocked down 
a floater, and Pace nailed a 
three to stretch their lead 
to 44-23. Olinger laid it in, 
Thrift grabbed the offensive 
rebound and put it back in, 
and Allbright scored down to 
make it a 44-29 game. Pace, 
Haynes, and Kye McSwain 
each knocked down a three to 
put Good Hope, 53-29. They 
would take a 53-31 lead into 
the final period.
	 Fox Westall buried a trey, 
and Thrift laid it in to make 
it a 53-36 game. Malin hit a 
jumper from the free throw 
line, then Pace laid it in to 
give the Raiders a 57-36 lead. 
A three by Carson Ryan and 
a basket in the paint by Sam 
Hunt made it a 57-41 contest. 
Haynes' three-point play gave 
Good Hope a 60-41 lead and 
the Raiders went on to defeat 
Holly Pond 60-42 to take 
home the county champion-
ship.
	 Malin led Good Hope with 
20 points in the win. Pace 
added 14 and Haynes finished 
with 13. Olinger led the way 
for Holly Pond 13 points in 
the loss and Allbright posted 
11.

Varsity Boys All-County 
Team
•	 Ethan Day, Cold Springs 

•	 Cheston Wilhite, 
Vinemont
•	 Peyton Twilley, Hancev-
ille
•	 Cade Allbright, Holly 
Pond
•	 Sawyer Olinger, Holly 
Pond
•	 Landun Smith, Fairview
•	 Blake Rickard, Fairview
•	 Tucker Malin, Good Hope
•	 Tyler Cone, Good Hope
•	 Jacob Haynes, Good Hope
•	 Jay Lamar, West Point
•	 Jaxon Shelton, West Point
•	 Maddox Chapman, West 
Point

Varsity Boys All-County 
Tournament Team
•	 Tucker Malin, Good Hope
•	 Jacob Haynes, Good Hope
•	 Carson Ryan, Holly Pond
•	 Carson Jones, Fairview
•	 Landun Smith, Fairview
•	 Tyler Cone, Good Hope
•	 Gavin Pace, Good Hope
•	 Cade Allbright, Holly 
Pond
•	 Sawyer Olinger, Holly 
Pond
•	 Maddox Chapman, West 
Point

2025 Eli Thomas Memorial 
Scholarship recipient
•	 Jacob Haynes, Good Hope

2025 Joe Shults Award 
winner
•	 Jay Lamar, West Point

Good Hope 58 – West Point 
51 (Varsity Girls Champi-
onship)
In Saturday’s first varsity 
championship game, (3) West 
Point squared off the with the 
top-seeded Lady Raiders of 
Good Hope. The Lady War-
riors got off to a fast start but 
the Lady Raiders were able to 
rally and take a 1-point lead 
into the locker room at half-
time. Good Hope maintained 
a lead throughout most of the 
second half and fended off a 
late push from West Point to 
claim a 58-51 win and their 
fourth straight county title.
	 Laklin Shadix and 
Camryn Faulkner each scored 
baskets in the paint to give 
West Point a 4-0 start in the 
opening period and Patton 
Fell knocked down a three 
to make it 7-0. Lexi Marshall 
drilled a three on the other 
end to get Good Hope on the 
board and cut the lead to 7-3. 
Baskets by Caitlee Simmons, 
Fell and Jaelyn Faulkner 
made it a 13-5 game later 
in the period and Camryn 
Faulkner laid one in to stretch 
the lead to 15-5. Jolee McHan 
sank a pair of free throws and 
scored in the paint to trim the 
lead to 15-9 with 30 seconds 
remaining in the first quarter 
and West Point went into the 
second holding onto a 6-point 
lead.
	 Jaelyn Faulkner scored 
through a foul and tacked 
on the free throw to give the 
Lady Warriors an 18-9 lead 
early in the second quarter. 
Ava McSwain knocked down 
a three from the left corner 
and a mid-range jumper to 
help cut the lead to 18-15 
later in the period. Ella Gos-
sett drove to the basket and 
scored to make it a 1-point 
game midway through the 
second and McHan laid one 
in to give Good Hope its first 
lead at 19-18. Jaelyn Faulkner 
exchanged baskets with Mar-
shall to make it a 21-20 game 
with two minutes to play in 
the first half. Jaelyn Faulkner 
drove to the rim and scored to 
give West Point a 22-21 lead 
with just over a minute re-
maining in the second quar-
ter, but Sophie Konrad laid 
one in just before the buzzer 
to put the Lady Raiders in 
front 23-22 at the break.
	 Baskets by Konrad and 
Gossett kept Good Hope on 
top 27-23 early in the third 
and the Lady Raiders kept 
the momentum rolling with 
buckets from McSwain, Mar-
shall and McHan to make 
it a 10-point game. Camryn 
Faulkner scored inside to 
trim the lead to 36-28 but 
Konrad answered with a 
three on the other end to give 
the Lady Raiders a 39-28 lead. 
Jaelyn Faulkner hit three of 
her next four free throws to 
trim the lead to 39-31 and 

she buried a three on the 
next West Point possession 
to make it a 41-34 game with 
just over a minute to play in 
the third quarter. Shadix was 
fouled just before the end of 
the period and she hit a pair 
from the line to cut the lead 
to 41-36 going into the fourth 
quarter.
	 McSwain laid one in to 
keep Good Hope in front 
43-38 and Lucie Adams 
scored the next four points for 
the Lady Raiders to extend the 
lead to 47-38. Jaelyn Faulk-
ner hit a pair of free throws 
to make it a 7-point game, 
but Konrad knocked down a 
baseline jumper on the other 
end to keep Good Hope ahead 
49-40 with just over five min-
utes to play. McHan sank a 
pair of free throws to make it 
a 51-40 game midway through 
the fourth and McSwain took 
a steal the other way for an 
easy basket to make it 53-40. 
Shadix buried a three to trim 
the lead to 10 with three 
minutes on the clock and she 
scored in the paint on the 
next Warriors possession to 
make it 53-45. Camryn Faulk-
ner laid one in to cut the lead 
to 6 with 1:30 remaining and 
she split a pair from the line 
later in the fourth to bring the 
lead down to 5. However, that 
was as close as the Lady War-
riors could come and the Lady 
Raiders pulled away to win 
their fourth straight county 
championship with a 58-51 
win over West Point.
	 McSwain led Good Hope 
with 14 points in the win and 
McHan, Marshall and Konrad 
each finished with 10. Jaelyn 
Faulkner led the way for the 
Lady Warriors with 18 points 
in the loss. Camryn Faulkner 
added 14 points and Shadix 
posted 11.

Varsity Girls All-County 
Team
•	 Ella Dickerson, Cold 
Springs
•	 Darby Nichols, Fairview
•	 Whitney Quick, Fairview
•	 Ava Thomas, Holly Pond
•	 Madison Butts, Holly 
Pond
•	 Maggie Nail, Holly Pond
•	 Reagan Robinson, 
Vinemont
•	 Caroline Miller, Vinemont
•	 Morgan Flanagan, 
Vinemont
•	 Jaelyn Faulkner, West 
Point
•	 Camryn Faulkner, West 
Point
•	 Laklin Shadix, West Point
•	 Ava McSwain, Good Hope
•	 Ella Gossett, Good Hope
•	 Jolee McHan, Good Hope
•	 Sophie Konrad, Good 
Hope

Varsity Girls All-County 
Tournament Team
•	 Reagan Robinson, 
Vinemont
•	 Vayda Yarbrough, 
Vinemont
•	 Patton Fell, West Point
•	 Camryn Faulkner, West 
Point
•	 Laklin Shadix, West Point
•	 Whitney Quick, Fairview
•	 Darby Nichols, Fairview
•	 Ava McSwain, Good Hope
•	 Ella Gossett, Good Hope

2025 Charlotte Cummings 
Memorial Scholarship re-
cipient

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

COUNTY TOURNAMENT

4 new teams collect county titles

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Good Hope Raiders defeated Holly Pond 60-42 Saturday night to capture back to back county championships.

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Good Hope Lady Raiders defeated West Point 58-51 Saturday night to win their fourth consecutive county championship.

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The West Point Warriors defeated Cold Springs 48-43 on Saturday to win this year’s JV Boys county championship.

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Good Hope Lady Raiders defeated Cold Springs 43-40 on Saturday to win this year’s JV Girls County Championship.»
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Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

5754 AL- Hwy 157 North
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4310

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

1615 Town Square S W
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4380

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  35077
256•352•6245

EA.2for

$3
12-14 Oz. Bag Classic or Diced 
Southern Slaw or Garden Salad

DOLE 
COLESLAW

$359

GROUND 
BEEF  

Fresh 73% Lean 
Family Packs

LB.

$229

WHOLE 
PORK LOINS

Boneless
(Fam. Pk. Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops $2.99 Lb.)

LB.

$399
8 Lb. Bag

U.S. #1 Idaho

JUMBO 
RUSSETS

EA.

2for

$5
5-8 Oz. Crumbles, Chunk or 

Shredded Selected Varieties

KRAFT 
CHEESE

$1099
154 Oz. Liquid

Original Scent Only!

GAIN LAUNDRY 
DETERGENT

EA.

FOOD CLUB BEANS, 
PEAS OR TOMATOES

14-15 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

79¢
EA.

  Receive 
In-Store Specials, 
Announcements & 

View Our Weekly Ad!
Join our 

V.I.P. 
Text List!5754 AL- Hwy 157 N

Cullman, AL  
1615 Town Square S W

Cullman, AL  
780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  

99¢
2 Liter Bottles 

Selected Varieties

EA.

FOOD CLUB 
SOFT DRINKS

KRISPY OR 
ZESTA SALTINES

16 Oz. Kellogg's
Selected Varieties

2for
$6

Prices Effective - Wednesday, January 29 through Tuesday, February 4, 2025



FOOD CLUB 
PICKLES

24 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$4

STOUFFER'S FAMILY 
SIZE ENTREES

30-38 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$899
EA.

FOOD CLUB 
PEANUT BUTTER

16 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$4

BLACKBURN'S JELLY 
OR PRESERVES

32 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$6

HUNT'S 
KETCHUP

20 Oz.

2for
$3

Deli & Bakery Specials                                    Hanceville Location

COCA-COLA, SPRITE 
OR MELLO YELLO

12 Pk. 
12 Oz. Cans

2for
$11

DASANI 
WATER

24 Pk. 
.5 Liter Bottles

$599
EA.

POWERADE 
SPORTS DRINKS 

28 Oz. Bottles

4for
$5

RUFFLES 
POTATO CHIPS

7-9 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$8

COCA-COLA, SPRITE 
OR MELLO YELLO

6 Pk. 
.5 Liter Bottles

3for
$12

BODY ARMOR 
SUPER DRINKS

8 Pk. 
12 Oz. Bottles

$699
EA.

WHOLE 
CHICKEN

Fresh

$199
LB.

CHICKEN
TENDERS

Previously Frozen 
Sanderson Farms

$349
LB.

WRIGHT 
BACON

1.5 Lb. Stack Pack
Selected Varieties

$899
EA.

WILLIAMS 
SAUSAGE

1 Lb. Roll 
Mild or Hot

2for
$7

FRESH 
ASPAPAGUS

Great Low-Calorie 
Side Dish

$299
LB.

SLICING 
TOMATOES

Large

$159
LB.

MICHIGAN 
GROWN APPLES

3 Lb. Bag Gala, 
Fuji or Red Delicious

$349
EA.

SWEET 
ONIONS

Peru 
3 Lb. Bag

$359
EA.

BREAKSTONE'S 
SOUR CREAM

16 Oz. 
Regular or Reduced Fat

2for
$5

FOOD CLUB 
BUTTER
1 Lb. Quarters 

Salted or Unsalted

$499
EA.

PICTSWEET 
VEGETABLES

9-16 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$4

PICTSWEET 
CREAM CORN

16 Oz. Chub 
Golden or White

3for
$5

PICTSWEET 
CREAMED CORN

16 Oz. Chub
Golden or White

3for
$5

FOOD CLUB 
TUNA

5 Oz.
In Water

5for
$5

RAGU 
PASTA SAUCE

45 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$388
EA.

KNORR PASTA 
OR RICE SIDES

4-5.7 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$3

FOOD CLUB 
BAKED BEANS

28 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

KELLOGG'S 
POP•TARTS

8 Ct., 12-19 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

NEW YORK 
STRIP STEAK

Beef Boneless
Family Pack

$999
LB.

SIRLOIN TIP 
ROAST  

Beef  Boneless
(Fam. Pk. Sirloin Tip Steak $5.99 Lb.)

$549
LB.

GWALTNEY 
FRANKS

1 Lb. 
Great Dogs or Jumbos

$179
EA.

BOB EVANS 
SIDE DISHES

12 Oz. Twin Pack or 
14-24 Oz. Selected Varieties 

2for
$7

FOOD CLUB 
DIP
16 Oz. 

Ranch or French Onion

$299
EA.

KENTUCKIAN GOLD 
DELI BOLOGNA

Deli Sliced

$359
LB.

KRETSCHMAR 
COLBY CHEESE 

Deli Sliced

$679
LB.

BLUEBERRY 
CREAM CAKE

Benson's 
28 Oz.

$799
EA.

CHARTER RESERVE 
DELI SLICED HAM

Selected Varieties
 

$699
LB.

BACK AD #5    WDG CULLMAN #817 & 819, WDG HANCEVILLE #818

GOLDEN FLAKE CHEESE 
CURLS, PUFFS OR PUFF CORN

or Pork Skins 4-6 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

3for
$5

LEWIS BAKE SHOP 
HONEY WHEAT BREAD

20 Oz. Loaf  

2for
$5

LEWIS BAKE SHOP 
1/2 LOAF BREAD  

12 Oz. Loaf  
Butter White or Nutty Oat

2for
$4

MICHELOB 
ULTRA

24 Pk. 
Cans or Bottles

$2699
EA.

SUNBELT GRANOLA 
OR SOFT BAKED BARS

8.27-11 Oz. Box
Selected Varieties

2for
$6

COORS LIGHT 
OR MILLER LITE

15 Pk. 
Aluminum Bottles

$1999
EA.

CRAV'N FLAVOR 
POTATOES

22-32 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

QUAKER 
OATS

18 Oz. Old Fashioned 
or Quick 1-Minute

$299
EA.

FOOD CLUB 
CHEESE PRODUCT

2 Lb. 
American Style

$599
EA.

CUPCAKE 
WINE

750 mL
Still

$999
EA.

WOODBRIDGE 
WINE
1.5 Liter
Bottles

$1099
EA.

RONCO 
PASTA

12-16 Oz.
Selected Varieties

4for
$5

FOOD CLUB 
RELISH

10 Oz.
Sweet or Dill

4for
$5
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she buried a three on the 
next West Point possession 
to make it a 41-34 game with 
just over a minute to play in 
the third quarter. Shadix was 
fouled just before the end of 
the period and she hit a pair 
from the line to cut the lead 
to 41-36 going into the fourth 
quarter.
	 McSwain laid one in to 
keep Good Hope in front 
43-38 and Lucie Adams 
scored the next four points for 
the Lady Raiders to extend the 
lead to 47-38. Jaelyn Faulk-
ner hit a pair of free throws 
to make it a 7-point game, 
but Konrad knocked down a 
baseline jumper on the other 
end to keep Good Hope ahead 
49-40 with just over five min-
utes to play. McHan sank a 
pair of free throws to make it 
a 51-40 game midway through 
the fourth and McSwain took 
a steal the other way for an 
easy basket to make it 53-40. 
Shadix buried a three to trim 
the lead to 10 with three 
minutes on the clock and she 
scored in the paint on the 
next Warriors possession to 
make it 53-45. Camryn Faulk-
ner laid one in to cut the lead 
to 6 with 1:30 remaining and 
she split a pair from the line 
later in the fourth to bring the 
lead down to 5. However, that 
was as close as the Lady War-
riors could come and the Lady 
Raiders pulled away to win 
their fourth straight county 
championship with a 58-51 
win over West Point.
	 McSwain led Good Hope 
with 14 points in the win and 
McHan, Marshall and Konrad 
each finished with 10. Jaelyn 
Faulkner led the way for the 
Lady Warriors with 18 points 
in the loss. Camryn Faulkner 
added 14 points and Shadix 
posted 11.

Varsity Girls All-County 
Team
•	 Ella Dickerson, Cold 
Springs
•	 Darby Nichols, Fairview
•	 Whitney Quick, Fairview
•	 Ava Thomas, Holly Pond
•	 Madison Butts, Holly 
Pond
•	 Maggie Nail, Holly Pond
•	 Reagan Robinson, 
Vinemont
•	 Caroline Miller, Vinemont
•	 Morgan Flanagan, 
Vinemont
•	 Jaelyn Faulkner, West 
Point
•	 Camryn Faulkner, West 
Point
•	 Laklin Shadix, West Point
•	 Ava McSwain, Good Hope
•	 Ella Gossett, Good Hope
•	 Jolee McHan, Good Hope
•	 Sophie Konrad, Good 
Hope

Varsity Girls All-County 
Tournament Team
•	 Reagan Robinson, 
Vinemont
•	 Vayda Yarbrough, 
Vinemont
•	 Patton Fell, West Point
•	 Camryn Faulkner, West 
Point
•	 Laklin Shadix, West Point
•	 Whitney Quick, Fairview
•	 Darby Nichols, Fairview
•	 Ava McSwain, Good Hope
•	 Ella Gossett, Good Hope

2025 Charlotte Cummings 
Memorial Scholarship re-
cipient

•	 Kenady Graves, Cold 
Springs 

2025 Bill Shelton Award 
winner
•	 Ava McSwain, Good Hope

West Point 48 – Cold 
Springs 43 (JV Boys Cham-
pionship)
Saturday’s second county 
championship game saw 
(1) Cold Springs clash with 
(2) West Point and it was a 
nail-biter between the War-
riors and the Eagles. Cold 
Springs jumped out to an 
early lead in the first half, but 
West Point rallied to make it 
a 2-point game going into the 
fourth quarter. The Warriors 
then outscored the Eagles 
14-11 in the final frame to 
capture this year’s JV Boys 
county title.
	 Cold Springs got the scor-
ing started with a rebound 
and putback by Wyatt Barker, 
but Teagan Heaton scored 
through a foul and ended up 
hitting the free throw to give 
West Point an early 3-2 lead. 
Cash Dickerson hit a pair 
of baskets to put the Eagles 
ahead, 6-3. Cooper Johnson 
added a pair of baskets down 
low to extend Cold Springs' 
lead to 10-5 with two minutes 
to go in the opening period. 
J.J. Minck and Lindan Hill 
each traded baskets to keep it 
at a five-point game at 12-7 at 
the start of the second.
	 Johnson drained a trey 
from the right wing to give 
the Eagles a 15-7 lead early in 
the second period. Dickerson 
added one of his own from 
long-range to make it an 18-8 
game. Baskets by Barker and 
Hill stretched their lead to 
22-10. Sawyer Harris buried 
a trey from the right corner, 
then a three-point play by 
Minck cut it to 22-16. Anoth-
er basket by Barker made it 
24-16, but Harris scored the 
Warriors' final five points of 
the first half to make it a 24-21 
game at the break.
	 Hill drilled a pair of free 
throws, then Barker scored 

down low to give Cold Springs 
a 28-21 lead. Heaton banked 
in a floater, then Rush Lamar 
added a free throw to cut it to 
28-24 almost midway through 
the third quarter. Another re-
bound and putback by Barker 
made it a 31-24 game. Minck 
dropped in a floater, then 
Harris scored through a foul 
and ended up draining the 
free throw to trim it to just 
two at 31-29 late in the third. 
Later in the third quarter, 
Minck put in another floater 
to make it a 33-32 game. Eli 
Voce split his free throws, 
then Dickerson drilled a pair 
of technical fouls to give the 
Eagles a 36-32 lead. Harris' 
rebound and putback made it 
a two-point game going into 
the final period.
	 Jackson Reid banked in a 
three from the left corner to 
give West Point a 37-36 lead. 
Khale Bryam's three from 
the left wing made it a 40-37 
game. A pair of baskets by 
Hill saw the Eagles retake the 
lead at 41-40. Harris buried 
a big trey from the top of 
the key to give the Warriors 
the lead right back at 43-41. 
Minck added another floater 
to make it a 45-42 game with 
less than three minutes to go 
in the game. Dickerson split 
from the free throw line to cut 
it to a two-point game, but a 
reverse layup by Harris and a 
free throw by Minck helped 
seal the 48-43 championship 
win for West Point.
	 Harris led the way for the 
Warriors with 18 points in 
the win. Minck finished with 
15 and Heaton added seven. 
Barker posted 13 points for 
Cold Springs in the loss and 
Hill added eight.

JV Boys All-County Tour-
nament Team
•	 Lindan Hill, Cold Springs
•	 Cash Dickerson, Cold 
Springs
•	 Wyatt Barker, Cold 
Springs
•	 Ayden Young, Good Hope
•	 JJ Minck, West Point
•	 Sawyer Harris, West Point

•	 Ty Babb, Fairview
•	 Rush Lamar, West Point

Good Hope 43 – Cold 
Springs 40 (JV Girls Cham-
pionship)
We tipped off Championship 
Saturday at the Cullman 
County Tournament with a 
high-powered JV Girls battle 
between (1) Cold Springs and 
(2) Good Hope. The Lady 
Raiders built a 20-point lead 
in the first half, but the Lady 
Eagles put together a huge 
come from behind effort in 
the second half. Cold Springs 
got the lead down to 2 at one 
point, but was unable to com-
plete the comeback and Good 
Hope claimed this year’s JV 
Girls county title with a 43-40 
win.
	 Gabby Richter laid one 
in to give the Lady Raiders a 
2-0 start and Charlotte Druen 
drained a three to make it a 
5-1 game later in the period. 
Duren drove to the rim and 
scored to extend Good Hope’s 
lead to 7-1 with just under 
three minutes remaining 
in the first quarter. Kyleigh 
Graves drained a three to cut 
the lead to 7-4 but Richter 
scored inside with 30 seconds 
to play in the first to put the 
Lady Raiders ahead 9-4 at the 
start of the second.
	 Zoe Gibbs hit a jumper to 
make it an 11-4 game early in 
the second quarter and Du-
ren’s second three-pointer 
of the day gave Good Hope a 
14-4 lead. Kynzlee Garmon 
laid one in to make it 16-4 and 
Brailey Johnson scored on 

the next Raider possession 
to stretch the lead to 18-5 
midway through the period. 
Richter hit three of her next 
four free throws to make it 
a 21-5 game and she scored 
inside on the ensuing Good 
Hope possession to make it 
23-5. Kotie Calvert knocked 
down a jumper to trim the 
lead to 23-7 with less than two 
minutes to play in the half but 
Ella Eisner responded with a 
pair of baskets on the other 
end to keep the Lady Raid-
ers ahead 27-7. Johnson and 
Hagen Ellis exchanged free 
throws in the final 30 seconds 
of the half to make it a 28-8 
game at the break.
	 The Lady Eagles got off to 
a strong start in the second 
half. Keiarah Fanning laid 
one in and Graves drilled a 
three to bring the lead down 
to 28-13. Graves added an-
other basket on the next pos-
session to make it 28-15 but 
after Gibbs split a pair of free 
throws, Richter scored inside 
to maintain a 31-15 lead for 
Good Hope. Allie Light split 
a pair of free throws and Ellis 
laid one in to make it a 31-19 
game later in the period and 
Fanning knocked down a 
three to cut the lead to 31-22. 
Graves buried another three 
to make it a 31-25 game with 
30 seconds remaining in the 
third and after hitting a pair 
of free throws, Light added a 
basket just before the buzzer 
to trim the lead to 31-29 going 
into the fourth quarter.
	 Gibbs was fouled on a 
made three-pointer and 

tacked on the free throw to 
put the Lady Raiders in front 
35-29 early in the fourth. 
Richter scored inside to make 
it a 37-29 game and Gibbs 
buried another three to keep 
Good Hope ahead 40-29 
midway through the period. 
Ellis drained a pair of threes 
on the other end to cut the 
lead to 40-37 with three min-
utes to play. Gibbs and Light 
exchanged baskets to hold the 
lead at 42-39 and Light split 
a pair of free throws to make 
it a 2-point game with just 30 
seconds on the clock. Howev-
er, The Lady Eagles weren’t 
able to climb back any closer 
than that and Good Hope held 
on claim this year’s JV Girls 
County Championship with 
a 43-40 win. Richter led the 
way for Good Hope with 13 
points in the win, followed 
by Gibbs with 12 and Duren 
with nine. Graves led the Lady 
Eagles with 12 points in the 
loss, followed by Ellis with 11.

JV Girls All-County Tour-
nament Team
•	 Zoe Gibbs, Good Hope
•	 Kynzlee Garmon, Good 
Hope
•	 Gabby Richter, Good 
Hope
•	 Hagen Ellis, Cold Springs
•	 Kyleigh Graves, Cold 
Springs
•	 Kenadi Pagan, West Point
•	 Kensli Redding, Fairview
•	 Brooklyn Merriman, Fair-
view

Sammy Confer contributed 
to this article.

COUNTY TOURNAMENT

4 new teams collect county titles



6 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JANUARY 28, 2025

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JANUARY 28, 2025COMMUNITY MATTERS

NOTICE OF SALE OF ABONDONED MANUFACTURED 
DWELLING

Pursuant to Section 35-12A-B, Code of Alabama

Please take notice that the abandoned manufactured 
dwelling described below, along with all personal prop-
erty located therein, will be sold in the manner provid-
ed in this Notice:

Please take notice that the Tan 2000 Cavalier 14x80 single 
wide manufactured dwelling VIN# ALCA1199260S43714 
located at Smith Lake Marina & Resort LLC. 175 Co Rd 
312 Lot# 18 Cullman, Al 35057 is considered abandoned 
and will be sold in the manner provided in this notice. 
The owner of the abandoned manufactured dwelling is 
believed to be Bruce Cheatham.

The sale will take place through private sealed bidding 
and the owner of Smith Lake Marina & Resort LLC, is au-
thorized to purchase the manufactured dwelling pur-
suant to the method of sale described in this notice. The 
winning bidder must move the manufactured dwelling 
from the property of Smith Lake Marina & Resort LLC 
within 14 days after the award date stated herein.
Failure to remove the manufactured dwelling within 
such time will result in the bid being rejected.

All bids must be submitted in writing and received by 
Smith Lake Marina & Resort LLC on or before 12:00 
noon 14 February 2025. The awarding of the manufac-
tured dwelling will be given on or about 12:00 noon 17 
February 2025. You may contact Lillie Tucker at 256-
636-9696 or Keith Keel at 256-737- 7131 to schedule a 
time to inspect the manufactured dwelling.

CULLMAN HOUSING AUTHORITY 
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) NO. CHA2025-01 

JANITORIAL SERVICES 
 
 

Cullman Housing Authority is accepting bids from qualified, licensed, and insured entities to provide 

janitorial services for various Cullman Housing Authority locations.  

A pre-submission meeting will be held on February 4, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. at Cullman Housing 

Authority, located at 408 Cleveland Avenue, Cullman, AL 35055. 

Separate, sealed bids to provide this service will be received at 408 Cleveland Avenue, Cullman, 

Alabama 35055 until 2:00 P.M. CST, February 20, 2025.  

Electronic bids documents are available through Housing Agency Marketplace E-Procurement, by 

accessing the following website: 

https://ha.internationaleprocurement.com/requests.html?company_id=78231 

CHA reserves the right to reject any/or all bids, make the determination as to what is equal to the 

specifications and/or scope of work, or to waive any informality in the bids received, and to accept any bid, 

which, in its opinion, may be in the best interest of DHA.    

 
 
CULLMAN HOUSING AUTHORITY 
Marquisha Griffin, Executive Director 

LEGAL NOTICE

The Town of Baileyton, AL is accepting sealed bids for a two-
year land lease.  There are four parcels of land, and you may 
lease one or more parcels.  Bids should be $ per acre.  Bidding 
will close on Monday, February 3, 2025, at 3:00 p.m.  

Parcel 1 – Oliver Place - 9.6 acres (corner of Oliver Road and 
Red Hill Road)
Parcel 2 – Fairview Road RIGHT - 5.0 acres (right side of 
Fairview Road behind Baileyton Fire Department)
Parcel 3 – Fairview Road LEFT - 5.0 acres (left side of Fair-
view Road)
Parcel 4 – Oliver Road - 5.1 acres (behind Parkside Catfish 
Restaurant)

Sealed Bids may be mailed or delivered to: Baileyton Town 
Hall-Sealed Bids.
Mail to: P.O. Box 116 | Baileyton, AL 35019
Physical Address: 55 Firestation Road | Baileyton, AL 35019

For more information, please call (256) 796-6447, or email 
town.clerk35019@gmail.com.  For images of each parcel of 
land, please visit us on Facebook, at facebook.com/thetown-
ofbaileyton. 

COLUMN

Grandma groupies

I heard a rumbling 
noise coming from 
the second floor of 
my house. Since we 

almost never go up there, I 
thought that one of our dogs 
might’ve cornered a squirrel 
that got in through the attic. 
I made my way up the stairs, 
walked in the bedroom and 
saw enough stuff laying on 
the floor to have a yard sale. It 
was my wife Carol rummag-
ing through a closet. 
	 “What in the Wide World 
of Sports are you doing?” I 
asked. 
	 She gave me a look of 
disdain and said, “I’m going 
through our old albums. I’ve 
got to find a couple to take to 
the concert.” 
	 I should’ve known. To-
night, we were going to see 
Herman’s Hermits, featuring 
lead singer and Carol’s teen 
heartthrob, Peter Noone. For 
about a week, I’ve felt the 
anticipation building. Sev-
eral times I’ve walked in our 
house and heard “I’m Henry 

the Eighth I Am” playing 
on our sound system. I have 
been constantly reminded 
that posters of Noone, aka 
Herman, were plastered on 
the walls of her teenage bed-
room. I also knew she could 
sing every single word of 
every song by heart. And that 
she bought Tiger Beat maga-
zine any time he was on the 
cover. 
	 Consequently, when we 
discovered they were going 
to be appearing near us, I was 
threatened with a kitchen 
utensil until I vowed to buy 
tickets. Not just any tickets 
either. These had to be as 
close to the stage as possible, 
no matter the cost. 
	 “You may not want to get 
that close,” I said. “He’s not 
going to look or sound like he 
did 60 years ago.”
	 She gave me a look with 
bug zapper eyes. “Get tickets 
close to the stage.” She didn’t 
say, “…or else,” but I under-
stood. If I didn’t comply, she 
might pour ammonia in my 
c-pap machine while I was 
sleeping. It’s obvious the 
embers of a teen crush had 

once again been fanned into 
a raging flame. She wasn’t 
alone. The evening of the 
concert, the venue was full 
of little old ladies who, like 
Carol, were amped up to see 
their former teen idol. 
	 I didn’t say a word, but I 
knew old rock bands could 
be hit and miss. We’ve seen 
McCartney, The Stones and 
The Eagles in the past few 
years - all of them were great. 
However, there are other 60s 
and 70s groups who should’ve 
hung up their microphones a 
while back. 
	 Finally, Herman and his 
Hermits took the stage. My 
first thought was, “Wow, this 
guy must have an excellent 
plastic surgeon,” because 
he looked good. Trim with 
nice, flowing hair. And when 
I heard the first notes of 
(something tells me) “I’m 
into Something Good,” I was 
quite surprised.
	 His voice, while not the 
high pitch of his teen years, 
had aged quite well. I began 
to relax and enjoy the con-
cert, which was a mixture 
of hits and banter with his 

fans. Herman worked the 
audience skillfully, talking 
to them with an easy, down-
home charm. He even belted 
out a couple of songs from the 
aisles. 
	 The former teenagers, 
now little old ladies, were 
lapping it up like a dog eating 
Gravy Train. One lady gave 
him roses. I thought I saw 
someone throw her granny 
panties (or maybe they were 
Depends diapers) at Herman 
while he was on stage. Dozens 
of women reached out to 
touch him. I even heard a 
collective sigh when he began 
crooning “Mrs. Brown, You’ve 
Got a Lovely Daughter,” al-
though it might’ve been more 
appropriate to sing, “Mrs. 
Brown, you’ve got a lovely 
walker.” 
	 Finally, he asked if 
anyone had one of his old 
records. Carol shrieked, 
jumped up and said, “I’m 
going down there!” With 
that, she barreled toward the 
stage, waving her albums like 
a flagman on a road crew. Un-
fortunately, another woman 
got there first, so Carol, 

shoulders slumped like a 
scolded child, ambled back to 
her seat. Naturally, I did what 
any sensible husband would 
do - pretended I didn’t know 
her. 
	 However, life is full of 
second chances. As the con-
cert wound down, Herman 
announced that he would be 
signing autographs after the 
show. The minute they sang 
their last song, Carol bolted 
for the lobby. I didn’t think 
a woman with two titanium 
knees could move that fast. 
	 The autograph line 
grew shorter and she began 
saying, “I’m sooo nervous, 
sooo scared.” I kept quiet and 
shook my head. 
	 When her time came, she 
handed Herman the album 
covers and a newly purchased 
T-shirt, then sat down beside 
him and said, “I think I’m 
gonna cry!” He smiled gen-
uinely and said in a British 
accent, “Don’t cry, luv. It’s all 
right.”
	 At once, I begin snapping 
photos. Of course, I was told 
in no uncertain terms that 
the pictures must be perfect. 

I even got a tutorial on how 
to operate an iPhone camera 
- and I have an iPhone. 
	 Within seconds, it was 
over, and we headed for our 
car. But Carol’s teen-like be-
havior continued. She kept 
chanting, “I can’t believe I 
just met Peter Noone! I can’t 
believe I just met him!”
	 Finally, I could take no 
more. “Good grief,” I said. 
“He’s a singer in a band. It’s 
not like he’s Nick Saban.” 
	 She gave me the bug 
zapper look and said, “You’re 
so immature. Nick Saban’s 
just a football coach. How 
many albums has Nick Saban 
ever sold?”
	 I answered, “How many 
championships has Peter 
Noone ever won?”
	 It was a quite ride home. 

Joe Hobby is a barbe-
cue-loving comedian from 
Alabama who wrote for Jay 
Leno for many years. Find 
more of Joe’s stories on his 
blog: https://mylifeasahob-
by.blogspot.com. Follow 
him on Facebook at Joe 
Hobby Comedian-Writer.

Joe Hobby
Contributor

Hearing (from Front)
then went to the Cullman 
(Regional) Airport and met 
with (Director) Ben Harrison. 
Then, they came to the court-
house and met with employees 
of the Cullman County Com-
mission, specifically County 
Administrator John Bullard. 
Finally, they ended their day in 
the District Courtroom.”
	 He said he drafted a script 

so the students could experi-
ence a mock hearing.  
	 “The script created a situ-
ation where a defendant had 
been charged with a crime and 
released on bond,” Floyd said.
	 “While released on bond, 
the defendant allegedly violat-
ed the terms and conditions of 
his release, and the Court had 
to decide whether to revoke or 

modify his terms of release.  I 
think it was a great experience 
for the children who got to 
attend the hearing.”
	 Cullman County District 
Attorney Champ Crocker 
was kind enough to join and 
“prosecute” the defendant, he 
shared.
	 “Attorney Michael Thorn-
ton provided a defense for 

the accused,” Floyd said. “The 
defendant was played by As-
sistant District Attorney Mike 
Burleson.
	 "The victim was played by 
Community Corrections Di-
rector Cynthia Dodson. In ad-
dition to hearing from me, the 
children got to hear from Dis-
trict Attorney Champ Crock-
er, Defense Attorney Michael 

Thornton and Community 
Corrections Officer Craig Jack-
son. "The children asked great 
questions after the hearing to 
each of the presenters.”
	 Cullman Area Chamber 
of Commerce President Joey 
Orr said of Youth Leader-
ship Cullman County, “Each 
month these students go on 
different field trips and hear 

from various speakers as they 
learn about the businesses and 
agencies that work together to 
make up this great county. "It is 
an eight-month program made 
up of selected juniors from all 
across Cullman County.”
	 Get more information 
about the program at www.
cullmanchamber.org/pro-
grams. 
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Obituary Announcements: Jan. 26-27
Lavinia Joyce McMinn, 86
Lavinia Joyce McMinn, 
age 86 of Logan died 
Friday, Jan. 24, 2025. Joyce 
enjoyed caring for people 
through her forty (40) 
year nursing career. She 
was preceded in death by 
her parents: Raymond and 
Frances Quattlebaum; son, 
Randall Dean McMinn and 
a granddaughter, Isabella 
Frances McMinn. Joyce is 
survived by her husband 
Marlin Dean McMinn; 
sons: Anthony David 
(Ashley) McMinn and 
Michael Darren (Tammy) 
McMinn; brothers: 
Charles Quattlebaum 
and Jerry Quattlebaum; 5 
grandchildren and 2 great 
grandchildren. The family 
will receive friends at Logan 
Baptist Church on Tuesday, 
Jan. 28, 2025, from 12:30 
p.m. until the celebration 
of Lavinia’s life which 
will begin at 2 p.m. Burial 
will follow in Cullman 
City Cemetery. To leave 
condolences for the family 
please visit mossservicefh.
com.  Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing.

Richard Leonard 
Starkel, 100 (Updated)
Richard Leonard Starkel, 
age 100 of Crane Hill, passed 
away on Tuesday, Dec. 
10, 2024, at his residence. 
He was born, Nov. 8, 1924 
to Leonard Elgar Starkel 
and Helen Starkel. He 
was preceded in death by 
his, parents; wife, Joan 
Shaw Starkel; daughter, 
Catherine Horton; sister, 
Dorothy Thomas, brother, 
William Starkel. Survivors 
include his daughters, 
Jodi (Kenneth) Lucas, 
Janet (Bruce) Gaddy, 
Susan (Chuk) DeMarsh, 
and Leslie (Eric) Norden, 
grandchildren, Jeffrey 
(Bethany) Bannon, Sean 
(Hannah) Gaddy, Andrew 
(Haley) Gaddy, Ian Norden, 
Zachary (Christa) Norden, 
Grace (Reid) Goodfellow, 
Case (Emilie) Norden, 
Kevin (Cate) Horton, 
Lindsey (Derrick) Duke, 
Kate (Attison) Swann; 
great grandchildren, Mason 
Gaddy, Palmer Gaddy, 
Starkel Gaddy, Lydia Brice 
Gaddy, Julian Goodfellow, 
Adelaide Horton, James 
Horton, Katie Duke, and 
Cooper Duke; and a host of 
family and friends.In lieu 
of please make donations 
to St. Jude's Hospital, 
501 Street Jude Place,  
Memphis, TN 38105. There 
will be a graveside service 
at Alabama National 

Cemetery in Montevallo, 
Alabama on Jan. 31, 2025, 
at 1:15 p.m. Mr. Starkel will 
have full military honors. 

Carl Bruce Hancock, 68
Graveside Service for Carl 
Bruce Hancock, age 68, 
of Cullman, will be at 2 
p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 28, 
2025, at Johnson Grove 
Cemetery with Johnny 
Freeman and Hilton 
Morris officiating. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. 
Mr. Hancock passed away 
on Saturday, Jan. 25, 
2025, at his residence. He 
was born Dec. 10, 1956, 
to Clarence Hancock and 
Clarice Hancock. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents; brother, Danny 
Hancock; and nephew, 
Mark Hancock. Survivors 
include his wife, Melissa 
Hancock; daughter, April 
Stone; sons, Jason Hancock 
and Kenny (LaToya) 
Hancock; grandchildren, 
Kayla Stone, Weston 
Hancock, Alissa Hancock, 
Nelia Hancock; sister Joyce 
(Jerry) Wilcox; and a host of 
nieces, nephews, extended 
family and friends.

Cecil Thomas Spears, 87
Cecil Thomas (Tommy) 
Spears, 87, of Hanceville, 
Alabama, passed away 
peacefully, surrounded by 
his family on Friday, Jan. 
24, 2025, at Walker Baptist 
Medical Center in Jasper, 
Alabama. He was born on 
Oct. 31st, 1937. Tommy was 
a devoted servant of God, 
loving husband, cherished 
father, and treasured friend. 
His life was a testament 
to faith, service, and love. 
For many years, Tommy 
faithfully served as a 
deacon at Hopewell Baptist 
Church, where he found 
joy in sharing his faith and 
ministering to others. His 
commitment to God and his 
church family left a lasting 
impact on all who knew 
him. Tommy also dedicated 
38 years to the Birmingham 
Police Department, where 
he served with honor and 
distinction. His colleagues 
remember him as a 
compassionate, steadfast 
officer whose selflessness 
inspired those around him. 
Above all, Tommy was a 
loving husband and father 
who found great pride and 
joy in his family. His warm 
smile, kind heart, and 
steadfast faith left a mark on 
everyone fortunate enough 
to know him. Though his 
absence leaves a void, his 

legacy of faith, love, and 
service lives on in the hearts 
of all who knew and loved 
him. Tommy was preceded 
in death by his parents, the 
late Cecil and Clemmie Taft 
Spears. Survivors include 
his wife of 67 years, Rose 
Slovensky Spears; sons, 
Randy (Linda) Spears 
and Stephen (Andrea) 
Spears; grandchildren, 
Maggie (Adam) Pitts, 
Sara Beth Spears, Sydney 
Spears (Andrew) Thomas 
and Emily Spears; great 
grandchildren, Davis, 
Parker and Sydney Pitts; 
brother, Ronnie (Diane) 
Spears; sister, Linda (Gene) 
Gravlee; and a host of nieces 
and nephews and cousins. 
Honorary pallbearers will 
be the City of Birmingham 
Police Officers.  Funeral 
service will be held at 2:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
at the Hanceville Funeral 
Home Chapel. Visitation 
will precede the service 
with family visitation from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
followed by friend visitation 
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
There will be a burial service 
immediately following 
the service at Hopewell 
Cemetery in Hanceville, 
Alabama. Rev. Truman 
Davis will be officiating 
the services. In lieu of 
flowers, the family would 
like to request donations be 
made to Samaritans Purse. 

Stewart ‘Anthony’ 
Piper, 63 (Updated)
Stewart "Anthony" Piper, 
age 63 of Cullman, died 
Thursday, Jan. 23, 2025. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents, W.O. and Berniece 
Piper and a brother, Tommy 
Piper. Anthony is survived 
by his daughter, Kayla Piper 
(Michael McPherson); 
son, Chris (Melanie) 
Piper ; Grandchildren: 
Landon (Ally) Piper , 
Gracie Piper, Jarryd Reel, 
Piper McPherson and 
Poppy McPherson; great 
granddaughter, Oaklynn 
Piper; siblings: Kenny Piper, 
Mitzi (Jerome) Wood, Bill 
(Pam) Piper, Mike (Regina) 
Piper and Jayson (Ewa) 
Piper, his beloved dog, 
Cooper and a host of nieces, 
nephews, cousins and 
friends. A celebration of 
life visitation for Anthony 
will be held Saturday, Feb. 
1, 2025, from noon to 3 p.m. 
at Moss-Service Funeral 
Home, 1901 Second Avenue 
NW, Cullman, Alabama 
35055, followed by a 
celebration of life memorial 
service at 3 p.m. In lieu of 

flowers the family request 
that donations be made in 
Anthony's honor to your 
favorite charities. To leave 
condolences for the family 
please visit mossservicefh.
com.  Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing.

Howard Bervin 
Millican, 93
Howard Bervin Millican 
was born on Jan. 14, 1932, 
and passed away on Jan. 
24, 2025, and is under 
the care of Moss Service 
Funeral Home. Graveside 
Service will be held on 
Jan. 29, 2025, at 2 p.m. at 
Garden City Cemetery, 
450 Water Avenue SE, 
Hanceville, Alabama. 
Interment will be held on 
Jan. 29, 2025, at Garden 
City Cemetery, 450 Water 
Avenue SE, Hanceville, AL. 

Haleigh Beth Moore, 29
Funeral Service for 
Haleigh Moore, age 29 
of Vinemont, will be at 1 
p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 30, 
2025, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home with Keith 
Warden, officiating; burial 
will be at Cullman Heritage 
Cemetery. Visitation will 
be from noon - 1 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 30, 2025, 
at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. 
Mrs. Moore passed away 
on Sunday, Jan. 26, 2025, 
at her residence. She was 
born, Jan. 1, 1996, to Donald 
Lee Taylor and Wendy June 
Suhr. She was preceded 
in death by her uncles, 
Danny Roy Sterling and 
Ronnie Lynn Taylor; great-
grandmothers, Margie 
Wynell Wells and Ida Irene 
Sterling; grandfathers, 
James "Snake" Taylor 
and Walter Eugene Wells; 
and cousins Lisa Renee 
Lytle and Emily Bonita 
Rodgers. Survivors include 
her husband, Hunter 
Wayne Moore; sister, Kelsi 
Taylor (Joseph Wright); 
grandparents, Anita 
(Randy) Fowler; brother, 
Ashton Kai Suhr; nephew 
Traison Joe Wright; sisters 
in law, Happi Moore and 
Hiley Moore; mother, 
Wendy (Martin)Suhr; 
father, Donald (Kristi) 
Taylor; mother and father 
in law, Beverly (Les) Moore; 
grandmother, Dorothy 
Taylor; half-brother, Cody 
Allen Haynes; aunts & 
uncles, Johnny (Cindy) 
Taylor and family, Walter 
(Jessica) Wells and family, 
Rod (Joy) Taylor and family, 

Sunshine (Jason) Fox and 
family, and a host of cousins. 
In lieu of flowers please 
make donations in honor of 
Haleigh Moore to (Margaret 
Jean Jones Center) CCCDD 
of Cullman: 1807 Beech 
Ave SE, Cullman, AL 35055 

Rayburn Alvin Federer, 81
Rayburn Alvin Federer, age 
81 of Cullman, passed away 
on Saturday, Jan. 25, 2025, 
at Cullman Regional. He 
was born July 2, 1943, to 
Alvin Federer and Ola Mae 
Federer. He was preceded 
in death by his parents. 
Survivors include wife, 
Sherry Federer; stepson, 
Frank Lee (Dana) Long; 
stepdaughter, Cheryl 
(Jeff ) Crider; daughter's, 
Annette (Scotty) Cryer and 
Bridget (Ricky) Benfield. 
16 Grandchildren and 
27 great grandchildren. 
A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date.

James Larry McGriff, 74
James Larry McGriff, 74, 
passed to his eternal home 
Jan. 25, 2025, at Cullman 
Regional Medical Center. 
He was born in Cleveland, 
Alabama, to Ovis James and 
Lavara “Jo” Dial McGriff. 
Larry was a 1969 graduate of 
Holly Pond High School and 
was named All-County in 
basketball. He was drafted 
into the United States Army 
and reenlisted to proudly 
serve his country for eight 
years. Upon leaving the 
military he followed in his 
father’s footsteps, becoming 
a carpenter, working with 
his father and brother 
until their deaths. He then 
worked for Walker Brothers 
in Baileyton, until his death. 
He was an avid hunter and 
enjoyed being outdoors. 
He was baptized on Sept. 
14, 2014, at Cornerstone 
Revival Center. He is 
preceded in death by his 
parents; his wife, Debra 
McGriff; a brother, Eugene 
“Blue” McGriff; as well as 
his paternal and maternal 
grandparents. He is survived 
by his daughter, Suzette 
Robbins, Athens, Alabama; 
son, Tyson (Samaria) 
McGriff; grandson, Camden 
Robbins; brothers, Kennith 
McGriff, Ronnie (Brenda) 
McGriff, Holly Pond, 
Alabama; Byron (Debbie) 
McGriff, Eva, Alabama; 
sister, Charlotte (Mike) 
Denney, Holly Pond, 
Alabama; sister-in-law, 
Judy McGriff, Holly Pond, 
Alabama; stepdaughters, 
Jessica Loegler, CeCe 
Howell; aunts, Elna Barnett, 

Carol White; and a host 
of nieces, nephews, and 
cousins. Friends are invited 
to join the family for a time 
of visitation on Tuesday 
evening, January 28, 2025, 
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. in 
the Holly Pond Funeral 
Home Chapel. Larry will lie 
in state at the funeral home 
on Wednesday morning, 
January 29, 2025, from 10 
a.m. until services begin 
at 11 a.m., Frankie Stewart 
officiating. Burial will follow 
in New Hope #2 Cemetery 
where Will Newcomb, 
Chris McGriff, Kevin 
McGriff, Billy McGriff, 
Duston Denney, and John 
Leathers will serve as 
pallbearers with Jacob 
Gibbs serving as honorary 
pallbearer. The United 
States Army will render 
military honors at the 
graveside in appreciation 
of Mr. McGriff’s service 
and sacrifice to our nation. 
Obituary provided by the 
McGriff family. Holly Pond 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the McGriff family.

Bruce Roland 
Surrett, Sr., 71
Bruce Roland Surrett 
Sr, age 71, of Cullman, 
Alabama passed away on 
Friday, Jan. 24, 2025. He 
was born in Cullman on 
May 24, 1953, to Clarence 
and Lillian Handley 
Surrett. He is preceded 
in death by his mother: 
Lillian Handley Surrett, 
Brother: Billy Surrett and 
Grandson: Randy Dingler. 
Funeral Services will be on 
Wednesday, Jan. 29, 2025, 
at 11 a.m. at Moss Service 
Funeral Home Chapel 
with burial following 
services in Pleasant Grove 
Baptist Cemetery. Bro. 
Tim McCormick will 
officiate. He is survived by 
his wife: Elaine Surrett, 
Daughter: Tanya (James) 
Neal, Sons: Bobby (Tammy) 
Surrett, Bruce Roland 
Jr.(Sarah) Surrett, Brian 
Keith (Sara) Surrett, 
Jason Oliver Surrett, 
Hunter Allan Surrett, 
Brother: Bobby Sr, (Janice) 
McMurry, Barry Surrett, 
15 grandchildren and 8 
great-grandchildren and 
several nieces and nephews. 
Visitation is Wednesday, 
Jan. 29, 2025, from 9 
a.m. until service time at 
11 a.m. at Moss Service 
Funeral Home. Please 
share condolences and 
memories with the family 
at www.mossservicefh.
com Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing. 

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Fee (from Front)
Initially, plans called for 
renovating and expanding 
the Cullman County Agri-
cultural Trade Center along 
U.S. Highway 31 North, but 
considerations for size, scope 
and parking shifted the strat-
egy toward a new structure.
	 The estimated cost of the 
center is $20 million, though 
that figure could vary de-
pending on site preparation 
costs.
	 Once the center is com-
pleted, the revenue from the 
lodging fee will continue to be 
allocated to Cullman County 
Parks and Recreation. 
	 "The resolution states 
that these funds will be com-
mitted to Cullman County 
Parks and Recreation to pay 
for the center and other proj-
ects to improve the quality of 
life of Cullman County resi-
dents," Bullard said.
	 He added that the ongo-
ing revenue would reduce 
reliance on general funds, 
which could then be redirect-
ed to other priorities such as 

roads.
	 Addressing concerns 
about the potential impact 
of the fee on local lodging 
competitiveness, Bullard said 
the new center would attract 
more events and increase 
demand for hotel stays.
	 "This would increase the 
room by $3 per night, and the 
ag center project will create 
more demand for stays in 
the hotels as we bring better 
events to Cullman," he said.
	 Many other counties in 
Alabama already receive ded-
icated lodging taxes, which 
are typically percentage 
based and increase with room 
rates.
	 In contrast, Cullman 
County’s proposed $3 fee will 
remain static over time.
	 "The $3 fee will be the 
same from now on, effectively 
reducing the amount after in-
flation in the future," Bullard 
explained.
	 The Cullman County 
Tourism Bureau currently 
receives the county’s lodging 

tax and uses it to promote 
tourism in the area.
	 Bullard said the commis-
sion would be open to part-
nerships with the bureau as 
the agricultural center proj-
ect progresses.
	 Bullard emphasized that 
the commission is mindful of 
minimizing the tax burden on 
local residents. 
	 "The County Commis-
sion is extremely concerned 
about keeping taxes as low as 
possible for Cullman County 
residents.
	 "This lodging fee will 
serve to help build the ag-
ricultural center without 
taking money away from the 
citizens’ priorities like roads 
and public safety," he said.
	 For more details, Bull-
ard provided the resolution 
passed by the commission on 
Jan. 23, which formally re-
quests the Alabama Legisla-
ture approve the lodging fee.
	 The Tribune will report 
more on this story as it devel-
ops. 

Hearing (from Front)
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BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying 
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

GMC DEALER GMC DEALER 
OF THE YEAROF THE YEAR
6 TIMES IN A ROW!6 TIMES IN A ROW!

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIPALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP

5.3L ECOTEC3 V8 
ENGINE | HEATED 

FRONT SEATS AND 
STEERING WHEEL 
| 20" POLISHED 

ALUMINUM 
WHEELS WAS $65,795NOW $54,795*

STK#58112

2025 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLT

EXTREME OFF-
ROAD PACKAGE

HEATED FRONT 
AND REAR SEATS WAS $150,295

NOW $125,295*
STK#49652

3X OMEGA LIMITED EDITION2024 GMC HUMMER EV PICKUP

6.6L DURAMAX V8 
TURBODIESEL | X31 
OFF-ROAD PACKAGE 

| 20" MACHINED 
ALUMINUM WHEELS 

| HEATED FRONT 
AND REAR SEATS | 
GOOSENECK/5TH 

WHEEL
WAS $96,435

NOW $90,435*
STK#58016

HD DENALI ULTIMATENEW 2025 GMC SIERRA 2500

2.7L I4 
TURBOCHARGED 
DOHC 16V LEV3-

SULEV30 310HP | 20" 
PAINTED ALUMINUM 

WHEELS | HEATED 
STEERING WHEEL 
| GMC MULTIPRO 

TAILGATE NOW $51,125*
STK#58228

NEW 2025 GMC SIERRA 1500 ELEVATION

1.2L ECOTEC 
TURBO ENGINE

18" PAINTED 
ALUMINUM WHEELS

STK#54009

NEW 2025 BUICK ENCORE

SAVESAVE$11,000!$11,000!

$25,000$25,000
OFF!OFF!

$9,000$9,000
OFF!OFF!

$6,000$6,000
OFF!OFF!

$6,500$6,500
OFF!OFF!

WAS $60,125

WAS $28,725

NOW $22,225*

GX PREFERRED

INSTALLED
$40TPMS

SENSORS25% OFF
ALL

225-65-17
NEW EXCLUDEDNEW EXCLUDED

10% OFF
ALL

TIRES
NEW EXCLUDEDNEW EXCLUDED

PRICES SLASHED
PRICES SLASHED

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

.. . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

Cullman City School Board: January meeting notes

CULLMAN, Ala. — At the 
January meeting of the Cull-
man City School Board, sev-
eral items of interest were 
discussed, including notable 
progress in the district's stra-
tegic plan, including a reduc-
tion in chronic absenteeism 
from 14.51% in 2018 to 8.33% 
in 2024 and a significant in-
vestment of almost $750,000 
in security upgrades. 
	 Cullman City Primary 
School received the Alabama 
Attorney General's 2024 Safe 
Schools Initiative Award, be-
coming one of six schools in 
the state to receive the 2024 
award. The district has upheld 
its one-to-one technology 
program for nearly 20 years, 
allocating $335,000 every 
three years to refresh students’ 
Chromebooks. 
	 Curriculum enhancements 
include Career Tech program 
expansion and increased dual 
enrollment participation, 
boosting AP success rates to 
nearly 80% and increasing the 
number of dual enrollment 
students to 401 students in the 
past year. The board noted how 
central administration has 
been restructured for better ef-
ficiency and what it called the 
competitive nature of teacher 

salaries. It also stated that ad-
ministrative costs have been 
kept at 2.65% of the budget, 
which is below the state aver-
age. Investments have been 
made in the system’s extra-
curricular student bus fleet, 
including the purchase of five 
buses since 2020, with three 
more on order, expected to 
arrive this May. More projects 
include the resurfacing of the 
soccer field and track as well as 
Cullman High School’s STEM 
Project, which is set to kick off 
soon.
	 The recent PowerSchool 
data breach was discussed; the 
board said no Social Security 
numbers were compromised. 
PowerSchool has assumed all 
responsibilities for the data 
breach. 

The board reported at the 
time about the breach: 
“Cullman City School system 
was notified on January 7, 
2025, of a recent cybersecu-
rity incident involving Pow-
erSchool, a widely used edu-
cation software provider that 
provides our district’s student 
information system. 
	 “On December 28, 2024, 
PowerSchool identified un-
authorized access to certain 
customer information through 
its PowerSource portal. The 
company has assured us that 

the incident is contained, and 
there is no evidence of ongoing 
unauthorized activity or oper-
ational disruptions.
	 “Affected data may include 
sensitive personal information 
such as names, addresses, and 
email addresses. Social securi-
ty numbers were not impact-
ed, as the Cullman City School 
system does not collect this 
information.
	 “PowerSchool has imple-
mented enhanced security 
measures, deactivated the 
compromised credentials, 
and is offering credit moni-
toring and identity protection 
services for certain impact-
ed individuals. The Cullman 
City School system is working 
closely with PowerSchool to 
communicate with families, 
educators, and stakeholders. 
Additional information will be 
provided to families and stake-
holders of the Cullman City 
School system per the guid-
ance of PowerSchool and the 
Alabama State Department of 
Education.”

The calendar for the 2025-
2026 school year was approved, 
with employees returning on 
Aug. 4, and students set to 
return on Aug. 6. There will be 
full weeks off for Thanksgiving 
and spring break, and two full 
weeks for Christmas break. 
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