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SLIDE INTO SAVINGS WITH BILL'S DEALS!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY Berlin Town Council approves budget modifications for road, park projects

BERLIN, Ala. — The Berlin Town Council on Monday approved a modification to the 2025 budget in order to provide more funds for road repairs and develop-ment of the town’s park and farmers market complex. 

As part of ongoing work on County Roads 1612 and 1614, it approved expenditures by Mayor Patrick Bates of $5,800 for replacement of water lines that were dam-aged because they were not deep enough in the ground, and $15,600 for removal of the old line and restoration of the surface after all work 

is completed. The council increased the budget for this project to $99,000. Bates told the council that all bids received for the park/farmers market project were over the Town’s allotted amount, with four bids rang-ing from $938,000 to $1.3 million. Bates told the coun-cil it could modify 

CULLMAN, Ala. — On Sunday, Jan. 26, 2025, Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Cullman will officially unveil its new Austin organ during the 9 a.m. Mass, with a bless-ing by Abbot Marcus Voss of St. Bernard Abbey and a reception to follow. The new instrument replaces a century-old 1921 Austin that suffered an electrical failure in 2022, and features 2,300 

pipes, 33 ranks and 67 stops. Hartford, Connecti-cut-based Austin Organs, Inc. has been in business since 1899, and has built organs for nearly 500 churches in the southeastern U.S. alone. The new instrument is part of a larger $730,000 ren-ovation of the church’s choir loft including installation of two new 10-ton air condition-ing units to climate control the loft and keep the pipes in tune, along with new wiring, lighting, microphones and 

other sound equipment. Vis-itors accustomed to seeing the old loft will be struck by handsome new casings for the pipes. “This organ has a beauti-ful voice,” said Sacred Heart Music Director Shelley Hodo. “It has a full, warm sound that can fill the room - and the listener’s soul - with ma-jestic sounds that shout out God’s glory, and it can whis-per God’s love in a still, small voice that makes the listener want not to move 

W.C. Manncraig@cullmantribune.com

W.C. Manncraig@cullmantribune.comMIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE– SPORTS –4 more teams advance with wins on day 3» PAGE 4

SUNNYWEATHER43 22SOURCE: WEATHER.GOVArrests and Incidents» PAGE 2Community Calendar» PAGE 2

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTOBerlin Town Hall» PAGE 5

SHELLEY HODOSacred Heart’s beautiful dove window is reflected in the glass music stand on the parish’s new Austin organ.
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Wallace State Police alertOfficers remind motorists to watch their speed during basketball tournament

WALLACE STATE POLICEAs the Cullman County Basketball Tournament keeps going this week, we want to remind everyone to keep an eye on your speed while driving, especially along College Drive. Wallace State Police officers will be out monitoring traffic in the area of College Drive this week to ensure everyone's safety.Visitors, please be aware that this main road sees a fair amount of foot traffic at night as we have student housing along this road. It's not unusual for students to be crossing the street at night, so let's all do our part to keep our community safe.Drive carefully and enjoy the tournament!

» PAGE 8

SUBSCRIBE TODAY Cullman City Schools releases update 
on strategic plan, accomplishments

CULLMAN, Ala. — In honor 
of School Board Apprecia-
tion Month, Cullman City 
Schools is celebrating the ac-
complishments of its current 
school board this January 
and looking at how the dis-
trict has grown over the past 

four years. The school board 
is comprised of Cheryl Har-
rison, Chris Branham, Amy 
Carter, Jason Neal and Jill 
Bradberry. 
 Superintendent Kyle 
Kallhoff noted the board has 
accomplished much in its 
latest term from 2021 to the 
present, including imple-
menting its strategic plan, 

starting numerous capital 
projects and keeping the 
system among the most ac-
ademically successful in the 
state.
 “I’m so thankful for the 
work and leadership of our 
board, and it’s incredible 
what has been accomplished 
just over the past four years,” 
Kallhoff said. “The 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
St. Paul’s Alumni & Friends 
Dinner and School Auction 
is the largest fundraiser of 
the year for St. Paul’s Luther-
an School. “It is a fantastic 
evening filled with nostalgia 
and fellowship among par-
ents, alumni and friends. 

We are proud to share that 
(this year’s) IMPACT Award 
recipient is Sue Westerfield, 
longtime church secretary 
and school supporter,” said a 
media release. 
 The IMPACT Award is an 
annual award presented by 
St. Paul’s to those students, 
teachers, support staff and 
church members who’ve 
made significant contribu-

tions to the school and com-
munity.
 The 2025 Alumni & 
Friends Dinner and School 
Auction will take place Satur-
day, March 1, at Cotton Creek. 
During the dinner portion of 
the evening, St. Paul’s will 
present Westerfield with the 
IMPACT Award. 
 “Mrs. Sue Westerfield 
moved with her 
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Hanceville renames 
library in honor of 
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SHIRLEY BURDEN PUBLIC LIBRARY
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY Cullman County Commission proposes $3 
lodging fee to fund new agricultural center

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man County Administrator 
John M. Bullard outlined a 
proposal from the Cullman 
County Commission for a $3 
per-night lodging fee to fund 
the construction of a new ag-
ricultural center. The fee, if 

approved by the legislature, 
would apply to short-term 
stays in Cullman County, in-
cluding hotels, motels, inns, 
tourist cabins, RV parks and 
other accommodations regu-
larly rented to transients.
 Bullard explained the fee 
would be dedicated to Cull-
man County Parks and Rec-
reation. 

 "This funding would 
be committed to Cullman 
County Parks and Recreation 
to pay for construction of the 
new agricultural center that 
has been proposed," he said.
 While several potential 
sites for the center are under 
consideration, the commis-
sion has not yet voted to fi-
nalize a location. 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Area ju-
niors visited Cullman County 
District Court this month 
as part of the Cullman Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Youth Leadership Cullman 
County program. 
 Cullman County District 
Judge Chad Floyd said most 
local schools sent at least two 
students, and his daughter 
was among the students in 
the group from Cullman High 
School.  
 Of the Youth Leadership 
group and their activities 
this month, Floyd said, “They 
meet monthly and spend 
the entire day developing 
the leadership skills of those 
young participants. On that 
date, they went first thing and 
met with (Cullman) Mayor 
(Woody) Jacobs and (City) 
Clerk Wes Moore at the City 
of Cullman. They 

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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The Cullman County Agricultural Trade 
Center is pictured in August 2023» PAGE 7
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Cullman County District Court hosts mock hearing
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Cullman County District Attorney Champ 
Crocker shares at the mock hearing event
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY Cullman City Council moves forward 
on 'baby box' at Fire Station 3
CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman City Council on 
Monday authorized Mayor 
Woody Jacobs to enter into 
an agreement with Safe 
Haven Baby Boxes, Inc. for 
installation of a place for 
parents who cannot care for 

their infants to drop them 
off anonymously at Cullman 
Fire Station Number 3 on 
Alabama Highway 157. 
 On its website, the man-
ufacturer said of its product, 
“Designed with innovative 
safety features and installed 
on the exterior walls of fire 
stations and hospitals, each 
box ensures the safe and 

anonymous surrender of in-
fants. The exterior door locks 
automatically when a new-
born is placed inside, and an 
interior door allows medical 
personnel to promptly and 
securely retrieve the baby, 
ensuring immediate care and 
protection.

“Every year, countless 
infants are heart-

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
Police Department patrol 
vehicles are sporting new de-
signs. The new styles update 
the look of the fleet in gener-
al, but also serve to increase 
visibility and officer safety, 
the department said. 
	 “Updated striping on the 
vehicles features a highly vis-
ible dash pattern on the rear 
and one large stripe on the 
side, ensuring patrol units are 
easily seen during calls and 
especially traffic stops. They 
also make the units more vis-
ible within the community. 
	 “I think it's a fresh, uni-
fied look at our agency that 
the officers and the citizens 
can be proud of with the new 
design because it's very pro-
fessional in my opinion,” said 
Chief Joey Duncan. 
	 The new designs display 
“Cullman colors” like black 

and gold and proudly sport 
the department’s core values: 
Community,
	 Professionalism, Duty. 
The transition to the new 
decals is an ongoing process 
expected to take up to a year 
or a year and a half for full 
fleet implementation. 
	 All newly acquired vehi-
cles, including Ford Intercep-
tors, which have been select-

ed for their cost effectiveness 
and availability over the 
Chevrolet Tahoes, according 
to the CPD, will feature the 
updated design. 
	 Said Duncan, “The new 
design of our police fleet en-
compasses a lot of the input 
of police officers here and it 
represents the tradition of 
our police department, which 
we're very proud of.” 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com
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Cullman’s Fire Station 3 on Alabama Highway 
157 could receive a “baby box” to take in infants 
who might otherwise be abandoned.» PAGE 2
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Cullman Police Department patrol vehicles are sporting new designs to 
update the look of the fleet and increase visibility and officer safety.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Grief Support Group
Every Sunday at 3 p.m. at First 
Presbyterian Church, 615 Third 
Ave. SE. Contact Reverend 
Warren Ruland at 256-962 2521.

Cullman County Republican 
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman VFW. 
President Cathi Bradford: “We 
are going to begin training to track 
legislation in Montgomery. If you 
need information, you can direct-
ly message me on Facebook.” Full 
meals at 5:30. Meetings start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon 
and 1-3:30 p.m. We are located at 
1503 Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support 
Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Ala-
bama Career Center, 1201 Kath-
erine St. NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manager, at 
256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Baileyton 
fire station next to the town’s park. 
Beauty and health products, toys, 
home goods, pet items, food and 
many everyday items. A donation 
of $20 will allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a shopper 
can fill a large box. Some of the 
items of greater value will require 
a larger donation. There will be 
some restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash and 
checks accepted. Proceeds will 
be used for park improvements 
and capital improvements for the 
town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 
Alabama Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handicap acces-
sible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-

bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the 
Donald E. Green Adult Active 
Center, 1625 Cleveland Ave. SW. 
The first meeting is free. TOPS, a 
national program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to weight 
loss and management through 
weekly meetings providing infor-
mation, accountability, support 
and encouragement where you 
make the changes that make sense 
to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by someone 
else’s addiction. We offer Help by 
sharing our experiences, strength 
and hope. We carry the message of 
hope by letting others know that 
they are not alone by practicing 
the 12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. We 
Respect Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious one, but 
a spiritual way of life. Meetings 
will be held at The Ruehl Building 
(Family Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings at 6 
p.m. Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don or 
Nancy McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more infor-
mation. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected 
by alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity Al-Anon Group meets 
each Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also a 
Zoom meeting each Tuesday at 
noon. The Courage to Change 
Al-Anon Family Group meets 
on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 305 Arnold 
St. NE in the Carriage House, lo-
cated between the church and the 
Arnold House on the corner. For 
more information call 256-734-
2231 or 256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Polar Bear Plunge
Saturday, Feb. 1, at 10 a.m. at 
WildWater and the Cullman 
Wellness and Aquatic Center. 
Two names will be drawn from 
the participants who take the 
plunge! One winner will receive 

a one-year family membership 
CWAC and one winner will re-
ceive a four-pack of 2025 season 
passes to WildWater! You MUST 
be present to win! The event is 
FREE to enter, and we are ac-
cepting optional donations for our 
partner, Special Olympics! Reg-
ister at www.waiverfile.com/b/
CullmanCityParksRecreation/
Waiver.aspx.

Cullman Public Library Story-
time: ‘The story of Empty Bowls 
in our town’
Tuesday, Feb. 4, from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Story reading and pottery ac-
tivity by Christy Brock and Tanya 
Shearer. Join us as we celebrate 
20 years of Empty Bowls!

Heartland Quilt Guild Meeting
Thursday, Feb. 13, at 6:30 p.m. 
at Christ Covenant Presbyterian 
Church,  1310 St. Joseph Dr. in 
Cullman. 

Frame Loom Weaving Class
Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 1 p.m. at the 
Cullman Senior Center. 60 and 
older. $42 per person, which 
includes all supplies. Seating is 
limited, so those interested are 
encouraged to sign up soon. The 
class will be taught by Emily Wal-
lace with Handwoven Designs. 
Sign up at https://square.link/u/
XjtHP68k or by stopping by 
the center. The Cullman Senior 
Center is located at 1539 Sports-
man Lake Road NW in Cullman. 
Get more info by calling 256-734-
0145 or visiting Cullman Senior 
Center and Travel on Facebook.

Youth Rally
Sunday, Feb. 23, at 6 p.m. At the 
Foot of the Cross Church, 2.25 
miles north of Alabama Highway 
157 on Eva Road. Tyler Williams 
and Ryan Wilburn preaching. 
Please join us for a great time in 
the Lord. 

Fused Glass Art Class
Tuesday, March 18, at 12:30 p.m. 
at the Cullman Senior Center. 60 
and older. For $22 per person, 
participants can make a fused 
glass flowerpot magnet to take 
home. Seating for the class, taught 
by Kimberly Love, is limited, so 
sign up soon. Sign up at https://
square.link/u/mdLS2ZtL or by 
stopping by the center. The Cull-
man Senior Center is located at 
1539 Sportsman Lake Road NW 
in Cullman. Get more info by call-
ing 256-734-0145 or visiting Cull-
man Senior Center and Travel on 
Facebook.

COMMUNITY CORNER

CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported Jan. 29

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Jan. 29, 2025. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Jan. 27
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; person; cash; Cull-
man Shopping Center
•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree; Wal-Mart; $35; 

battery charger; Olive St. SW
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree – harassing communi-
cations; person

Jan. 29
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; person; trailer hitch; 
$400; Hwy. 157

ARRESTS
Jan. 27-28
Jones, Melanie R.; 36
•	 receiving stolen proper-
ty-4th degree

Addison, Byron T.; 49
•	 retail theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – attempt to elude
•	 FTA – insurance violation
•	 FTA – driving without 
driver's license
•	 FTA – expired tag
•	 FTA – driving while re-
voked

•	 FTA – certain person for-
bidden to possess pistol
•	 FTA – criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree

Pickering, Angela A.; 49
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – insurance violation
•	 FTA – fail to register vehi-
cle
•	 FTA – driving without 
driver's license

Hankins, Joshua; 35
•	 obstructing justice – 
using false identity

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Staff Reports
Contributor

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Council (from Front)
breakingly abandoned in the 
United States.
	 While each situation is 
unique, parents are contin-
uously finding themselves in 
times of crisis, facing emo-
tional and practical challeng-
es that can lead to desperate 
and unsafe decisions.
	 These tragic stories un-
derscore the urgent need for 
a secure and compassionate 
alternative that provides 
parents with a safe and 
anonymous option for child 
surrender and gives children 
the possibility of a brighter 
future.
	 “Since 2016, Safe Haven 
Baby Boxes have provided a 

discreet and secure option 
for parents to surrender their 
newborns. By raising aware-
ness of the Safe Haven Law, 
operating a national 24-hour 
hotline, and carefully design-
ing and implementing Baby 
Boxes in fire stations across 
the United States, Safe Haven 
Baby Boxes help ensure that 
no child is left without care 
and no parent feels like they 
have no options.”
	 Cullman Fire Chief 
Darren Peoples told The Tri-
bune that he was unaware 
of incidents of infant aban-
donment in Cullman, but 
“nationwide there’s been a 
positive response to mothers 

having a way to help their 
children in bad situations, to 
give them a safe haven.”

Spring Cleanup
The council announced its 
annual spring cleanup for 
March 24-28. City sanitation 
crews will offer curbside 
pickup of furniture, appli-
ances, mattresses and other 
bulky items. In order to focus 
on bulk item pickup, crews 
will not be picking up brush, 
limbs or yard waste, and the 
City requested that residents 
not put such items out during 
that week.

Hazardous materials 

dropoff
Sanitation crews will not 
take construction materials, 
cross ties, tires or hazardous 
materials, but Councilman 
Johnny Cook announced that 
the City will hold a hazardous 
materials drop-off day at the 
Sanitation Department on 
March 22.
	 Residents may bring oil, 
pesticides, paint, old gas cans 
and other items to the sanita-
tion facility on that day.

On its second reading the 
council passed an ordinance 
to annex 21 acres of N31, 
LLC property located on U.S. 
Highway 31 North and Ala-

bama Highway 157 adjacent 
to the Noble Ridge subdivi-
sion as a high-density resi-
dential district.
	 The zoning of the district 
would allow any residen-
tial construction from sin-
gle-family dwellings to apart-
ment buildings, but Council 
President Jenny Folsom, ad-
vised by City Attorney Luke 
Satterfield, said that current 
plans call for “single-family 
homes, but smaller lot size.”

The council also passed 
resolutions to:
•	 Apply for Rebuild Ala-
bama Act grant funds for 
roadway improvements on 

Graham Street Southwest
•	 Enter into a contract with 
Sain Associates, Inc. for way-
finding signage for the Omni-
Plex Sports District

The council also approved a 
special event request from 
Jessica Atchley of Victim 
Services of Cullman for a Fire 
Truck Pull event on May 3, 
2025, in the WildWater park-
ing lot at 1707 Main Ave. SW.
	 The Cullman City Coun-
cil meets on the second and 
fourth Mondays of each 
month, at 7 p.m. in the City 
Hall auditorium.
	 The public is invited to 
attend.

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
GGaauuggee  DDaayy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt

COMMUNITY CORNER

PROVERBS & 
MONOGRAMS

*Uniforms*Custom Tshirt*-
Decals*Blanks*Bulk Orders
*Embroidery/Sublimation/
DTF *Custom Door Hang-
ers | Phone 256-735-8645 
or 256-338-8422 | Email: 
jpitts447@yahoo.com | 1638 
Town Square SW Cullman 
AL

SERVICES
SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week!  Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide! 

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call: 1-855-405-8901

NEW AUTHORS 
WANTED!  Our publishing 
staff will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE 
author submission kit!  Lim-
ited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 1-877-567-9754

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica's Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 844-925-3534  

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION:  A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry 
out the wet area and do re-
pairs to protect your family 
and your home's value! If 
you have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, Call 
24/7:  1-877-727-2344 Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call!  

MEDICARE PLANS HAVE 
CHANGED!!! Make sure 
your plan will meets your 
needs in 2025.  Our licensed 

agents can review the chang-
es, address your needs and 
make sure you aren't over-
paying!  For a free quote, Call 
now! 1-877-730-0711     

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tors. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-855-405-8647

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-855-405-9791

FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and 
see how much you can save! 
1-866-816-3535

DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE Starting at 
$59.99/month! Free Instal-
lation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV!  844-594-7108

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-568-2248

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 
1-855-405-8839. Ask about 
our specials!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-

chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES today with a 
Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 7-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516  today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

SAFE STEP. North Amer-
icas #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-871-
6175

CALL LEAFGUARD and 
say goodbye to gutter clean-
ing for good. No cleaning. No 
leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. 
Get LeafGuard today and be 
protected for life. FREE es-
timate. Financing available. 
20% off total purchase (Re-
strictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-679-2490

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/alabama 
#6258

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 1-877-
724-3049 today!

JACUZZI BATH REMOD-
EL can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
3/30/25.) Call 1-877-205-
0836

REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
with the best looking and 

longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163

ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS Needing Siding, 
Window or Roofs. We are 
opening a branch office and 
will be using these homes 
for advertising. SAVE HUN-
DREDS. 100% Financing*.
SR/Military discounts. 
$1000 OFF with this ad. 
ENDS SOON *wac 800-350-
0591

I BUY OLD CONCERT 
posters, movie posters, lobby 
cards, pre-1970 comic books, 
1930's blues 78's, (213) 944-
9601 orstreestof2024@
gmail.com

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-855-405-8927

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all In-
surance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
AUTO INSURANCE! A 
recent survey says that most 
Americans are overpaying 
for their car insurance.  Let 
us show you how much you 
can save.  Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote:  1-877-
551-4740

VEHICLE TITLE Prob-
lems?  We have a solution! 
Call Jason Steward Enter-
prises, We’re Alabama’s 
#1 Vehicle Title Problem 
Experts! Free telephone 
consultation. North AL 
1-256-850-0527, Central AL 
1-205-267-5735, South AL 
1-251-342-8538.

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider
“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
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EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055
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GOOD HOPE, Ala. — The 
Good Hope Raiders hosted 
the Holly Pond Broncos 
Tuesday night and in addition 
to celebrating senior night, 
both Good Hope squads took 
home wins in their final reg-
ular season home games. In 
the girls' game, it was a close 
game at the half, but Good 
Hope outscored Holly Pond 
21-12 in the third quarter and 
that helped them get past 
the Lady Broncos 50-39. In 
the boys' game, the Raiders 
jumped out to a big lead and 
held onto it for the rest of 
the contest, defeating Holly 
Pond 66-45.

Good Hope 50 - Holly Pond 
39 (Varsity Girls)
Ava McSwain scored down 
low to put Good Hope on 
the scoreboard first, but on 
the other end, Ava Thomas 
nailed a short jumper to tie 
the game up at two. Lexi 
Collins banked in a three 
from the top of the key, Mc-
Swain added a driving layup, 
and Sophie Konrad knocked 
down a pair of free throws to 
give the Lady Raiders a 9-2 
lead. A steal and a layup by 
Madison Butts made it a 9-4 
game and later added a pair 
from the line to keep it at a 
five-point game at 11-6 at the 
start of the second.
	 Thomas buried a trey 
to cut it to 11-9 early in the 
second quarter and later 
in the quarter, Sadie Nail 
scored down low to make it a 
14-12 game.
	 Lexi Marshall collected 
a steal and laid it in to give 
Good Hope a 16-12 lead. 
Blakely Baggett knocked 
down a short jumper to 
trim it to two at 18-16, but 
McSwain nailed a trey from 
the left corner to extend the 
Lady Raider lead to 21-16 at 
the break.
	 Konrad laid it in, and 
Marshall dropped in a floater 
to increase Good Hope's lead 
to 25-16 early in the third. 
Butts knocked down a three 

to cut it to 25-19, and later in 
the quarter, a trey by Maggie 
Nail made it a 27-22 game. A 
floater by McSwain and a trey 
by Ella Gossett gave the Lady 
Raiders a 32-22 lead, but 
Millie McBee got a steal and 
laid it in on the other end, 
then Thomas added a driving 
layup to trim the Holly Pond 
deficit to six at 32-26. Mc-
Swain buried a trey and Gos-
sett put in a driving layup to 
put Good Hope ahead, 37-26. 
Marshall added a three of her 
own, and Konrad laid it in to 
extend the Lady Raider lead 
to 42-28 at the start of the 
fourth.
	 Butts nailed a short 
jumper, and a steal and a 
layup by McBee made it 
a 42-32 game early in the 
fourth quarter. A pair of bas-
kets by Marshall gave Good 
Hope a 46-32 lead. Baskets 
by McSwain and Konrad 
made it a 50-34 game, and 
the Lady Raiders would go on 
to defeat the Lady Broncos 
50-39.
	 McSwain led the way for 
Good Hope with 20 points. 
Marshall added 11 points, 
and Konrad collected eight 
points. For Holly Pond, 
Thomas finished with 10 
points. Butts put in nine 
points, and Maggie Nail 
added eight points.

Good Hope 66 - Holly Pond 
45 (Varsity Boys)
Jacob Haynes and Tyler 
Cone each put in floaters to 
give Good Hope an early 4-0 
lead. Cade Allbright scored 
on the other end for Holly 
Pond to make it a 4-2 game, 
but the three-ball helped the 
Raiders extend their lead. 
Cone nailed one from the top 
of the key, and Gavin Pace 
buried one from the left wing 
to give Good Hope a 10-2 
lead.
	 After Haynes dropped 
in another floater, Cone 
knocked down another 
trey to make it a 13-2 game. 
Sawyer Olinger nailed a trey, 
and Allbright hit a pair of 
baskets in the paint to make 
it an 18-9 game. A pair of 

baskets by Haynes and one 
by Tucker Screws stretched 
the Raider lead to 24-9. Sam 
Hunt scored down low, and 
Ty Dunn and Olinger each 
knocked down a three to cut it 
to 26-17. Kye McSwain nailed 
a trey just before the buzzer 
to make it a 29-17 game at the 
start of the second.
	 Haynes' three made it 
a 32-17 game early in the 
second, but Holly Pond start-
ed to cut into Good Hope's 
lead. Allbright scored down 
low, then Olinger put in a re-
verse layup to cut it to 34-21. 
Baskets by Hunt and Olinger 
made it a 34-25 game. 
Haynes put in a pair of late 
baskets, and Pace knocked 
down a trey to give the Raid-
ers a 41-25 game. They would 
take a 41-27 lead into the 
locker room.
	 Pace buried his third 
three of the game to make it 
a 44-27 game. Tucker Malin 
added one of his own from 
long-range to put Good Hope 
ahead, 47-30. A rebound and 
putback by Allbright made 
it a 47-32 game. Tucker Keef 
knocked down a long jumper, 
then Tyler Byrd grabbed the 
offensive rebound and put 
it back in to make it a 52-32 
game. Byrd knocked down 
a three, Malin dropped in a 
floater, and Pace put in an-
other shot from long-range 
to increase the Raider lead to 
60-34 going into the locker 
room.
	 McSwain's three made it a 
63-36 game. Olinger knocked 
down a trey of his own, then 
Dunn added back-to-back 
threes to cut it to 63-45. Keef 
nailed a trey on the other end 
to put the finish touches on a 
66-45 win for Good Hope.
	 Haynes led the way for 
Good Hope with 18 points. 
Pace added 12 points. Cone 
ended up with 10 points, and 
Malin put in seven points. 
Allbright finished with 
17 points for Holly Pond. 
Olinger added 15 points, and 
Dunn put in nine points.
	 Both teams will now start 
preparing for their upcoming 
area tournaments.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASKETBALL

Raiders, Lady Raiders earn senior night wins over Holly Pond

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Good Hope’s Jacob Haynes posted 18 points in the Raiders’ 
66-45 win over Holly Pond Tuesday night

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Good Hope’s Ava McSwain led the Lady Raiders with 20 points 
in their 50-39 win over Holly Pond Tuesday night.

BREMEN, Ala. — After com-
peting in this year’s county 
tournament last week, the 
Cold Springs Eagles and Lady 
Eagles were back on the court 
hosting Dora in their final 
home regular season match-
ups Tuesday night. The Lady 
Eagles got things start with a 
65-41 win over the Lady Bull-
dogs but in the boys’ game, 
the Eagles came up just short 
against Dora, 52-40.

Cold Springs 65 – Dora 41 
(Varsity Girls)
As both teams struggled to put 
points on the board early, the 
Lady Eagles’ defense got off to 
a strong start with a fast start. 
Hollyn Bruer drove to the bas-
kets and finished with a layup 
to strike first.
	 Dora's offense picked up 
as the game continued but 
Kenady Graves, Aleah Ad-
dison and Ella Dickerson 
knocked down some three's 
early to help build a 14-5 lead 
for Cold Springs at the end of 
the first quarter.
	 In the second quarter, 
Cold Springs outscored Dora 
18-14 to take a 32-19 lead into 
halftime as the Lady Eagles 
defense applied a lot of pres-
sure.
	 Graves made a big impact 
on both ends of the floor to 
help add to Cold Springs’ lead. 
The Eagles applied different 
defenses that helped build up 
their lead going into the half-
time break.
	 The Bulldogs outscored 
the Lady Eagles 14-12 in the 

third to chip away at the lead, 
but Dora was unable to keep 
that pace in the fourth, allow-
ing Cold Springs to collect a 
65-41 win.
	 Addison and Dickerson 
each posted 14 points in the 
win. Graves finished with 13 
and Bruer added 10.

Dora 52 – Cold Springs 40 
(Varsity Boys)
Jayden Griffin hit a three 
to give Dora a fast start, but 
Cold Springs continued to 
ramp up the pressure in the 

paint. Ayden Black knocked 
down a three on the other end 
and came up with a couple of 
takeaways early in the first 
quarter. 
	 At halftime, Dora led 
22-21 as we saw a lot of great 
defense, with some foul trou-
ble, from both sides.
	 To start the third, Dora 
went on a quick, 4-0 run to 
start the third quarter before 
the Eagles stopped the run 
with a basket of their own.
	 Dora led by 10 going into 
the fourth quarter and put 

together a 12-7 run to start the 
final frame.
	 The defense for both sides 
kept it close and Black and 
Bailey Gann both hit threes, 
but it wasn’t enough to over-
come the Bulldog lead and 
Dora went on to win it 52-40.
	 Black led the Eagles with 
15 points in the loss, followed 
by Lindan Hill with 11 and 
Ethan Day with seven.
	 The Eagles and Lady 
Eagles will now begin prepar-
ing for their upcoming area 
tournaments.

Christian Ballard
Correspondent

PREP BASKETBALL

Cold Springs splits varsity 
matchups with Dora

CHRISTIAN BALLARD/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Ella Dickerson drives to the basket for a layup during the Lady 
Eagles’ 65-41 win over Dora Tuesday night.
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Cullman High’s Howze, Townson achieve All State Jazz Band honors
CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
High School student musi-
cians Lily Howze and Max 
Townson achieved Alabama 
All State Jazz Band honors. 
	 The Alabama Bandmas-
ters Association hosted its 
annual All-State Jazz Band 
Festival Jan. 23-25, bringing 
together the most talented 
high school and middle school 
jazz musicians from across 
the state. Students across 
Alabama are encouraged to 
audition for a spot in one of 
the elite ensembles: Gold, 
Silver, Bronze and Middle 
School. Each group consists 
of musicians who are selected 
based on audition scores. The 
audition process is rigorous 
and highly selective, making 
securing a spot extremely 
challenging.
	 Howze ranked sixth state-
wide, earning her the position 
of lead auxiliary percussion 

player in the Bronze Band. 
She was moved up to lead 
drum set when another stu-
dent musician dropped out. 
Townson ranked fourth on 
guitar, making him the alter-
nate for the Bronze Band. 
	 “These students put a lot 
of work into refining their 
skills and we are very proud 
of them,” said Cullman High 
School and Middle School 
Assistant Band Director Doug 
Teuscher. “These seniors are 
some of the top musicians in 
the state and their talent and 
dedication to their craft have 
paid off, placing them among 
the brightest and most inspir-
ing student musicians.”
	 The All-State Jazz Band 
Festival also features re-
nowned clinicians who spend 
those three days working 
closely with the students. Stu-
dents who were selected to be 
a part of these bands traveled 
to Birmingham, for the event, 
which concluded with con-
certs at the BJCC Theatre.

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN HIGH SCHOOL

Max Townson and Lily Howze
ANABELLE HOWZE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Lily Howze

Joppa (from Front)Hanceville (from Front)

Cullman County (from Front)

MORGAN COUNTY, Ala. 
— A Joppa man was arrested 
on a grand jury warrant by 
Morgan County Deputies on 
Jan. 24, 2025.
	 In a case handled by 
Morgan County Sheriff’s 
Office investigators, Joshua 
Scott Anderson, 41, was 
charged with sexual abuse of 
a child less than 12 years old.
	 Anderson was transport-
ed to the Morgan County 
Jail on a $250,000 bond. 
	 According to Cullman 
County Sheriff Matt Gentry, 
the MCSO was the respond-
ing agency and was respon-
sible for the arrest. The 
alleged crime occurred in 
Morgan County and that is 
where the charges stemmed 
from. 
	 “The Anderson arrest 
took place in Cullman 
County, but he was then 
transported to the Morgan 
County Jail,” said Gentry. 
“Being able to collaborate 
with surrounding agencies 
and work together is an ab-
solute necessity. I am grate- ful to have this individual picked up and in custody.”

MORGAN COUNTY, Ala. 
— Morgan County deputies 
executed a failure to appear 
warrant on Jan. 28, after 
John Tillman Flanagan, 36, 
of Hanceville, failed to show 
up for court. Flanagan is 
charged with two counts of 
first-degree sexual abuse.
	 The charges stem from 
a Morgan County Sheriff's 
Office Criminal Investiga-
tion Division case involving 
a juvenile under the age of 
16. 
	 Flanagan, who was out 
on bond, failed to show up 
for court on Jan. 28, prompt-
ing the court to issue the 
FTA warrant. 
	 Deputies, assisted by the 
Cullman County Sheriff's 
Office, located Flanagan and 
took him into custody that 
same day. He was transport-
ed to the Morgan County 
Jail, where he is being held 
with no bond.
	 According to Cullman 
County Sheriff Matt Gentry, 
Morgan County was the re-
sponding agency and was re-

sponsible for the arrest. The 
original crime occurred in 
Morgan County and that is 
where the charges stemmed 
from. 
	 “Being able to collabo-

rate with surrounding agen-
cies and work together is 
an absolute necessity. I am 
grateful to have this individ-
ual picked up and in custo-
dy,” said Gentry.

MADISON COUNTY, 
Ala. — A man with out-
standing felony warrants in 
Cullman County was taken 
into custody in Madison 
County on Wednesday, 
Jan. 29, after allegedly as-
saulting a Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office deputy. 
	 Robby Lee Fowler, 35, 
was stopped on a traffic vi-
olation by the MCSO Street 
Crimes Unit in the area of 
U.S. 231 South and Hobbs 
Island Road. During the 
stop, the deputy discovered 
Fowlers outstanding war-
rants. 
	 The MCSO said that as 
the deputy attempted to 
take Fowler into custody, 
he resisted and assaulted 
the deputy, causing inju-
ries.
	 Fowler allegedly fled on 
foot but was apprehended 
a short distance away from 
the scene. 
	 Following the incident, 
Fowler was apprehended 
and formally charged with 
second-degree assault.  
	 He was subsequently 
taken into custody and 
transported to the Madison 
County Detention Facility, 
where he is currently being 
held pending further pro-
ceedings.
	 The MCSO said the 
deputy was transported 
to Huntsville Hospital for 
treatment and is expected 
to be fine.

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE

	 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage executed on April 15, 2010 
by Kelly L. Steele, unmarried, to EvaBank, which said mortgage is recorded in Book MTG 
1623, Page 447 in the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, and default continu-
ing, and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the following described 
property will be sold at public outcry, for cash, to the highest bidder, in front of the Court-
house door of said County, in Cullman, Alabama, during the legal hours of sale on February 
7, 2024:

A tract or parcel of land containing 3.01 acres of land, more or less, and being part of the NE 
¼, of the SE ¼ of Section 23, Township 9 South, Rage 4 West, Cullman County, Alabama, 
and being mort  particularly described as follows: Commence at a found rock marking the 
accepted Southwest comer of said quarter-quarter and run N 00 degrees 32 minutes 40 
seconds W and run along the accepted West line a distance of 647.43 feet to a found capped 
rebar; thence run N 86 degrees 58 minutes 00 seconds E a distance of 558.33 feet to a found 
rebar marking the point of beginning thence continue N 86 degrees 58 minutes 00 seconds 
E a distance of 209.91 feet to a found rebar; thence N 85 degrees 11 minutes 48 seconds E a 
distance of 574.47 feet to a set rebar on the East line of said quarter-quarter; thence N 00 
degrees 02 minutes 12 seconds E and run along said East line a distance of 173.81 feet to 
a set rebar; thence S 73 degrees 09 minutes 10 seconds W a distance of 183.37 feet to a set 
rebar; thence S 83 degrees 45 minutes 31 seconds W a distance of 66.04 feet to a set rebar; 
thence N 88 degrees 57 minutes 39 seconds W a distance of 72.52 feet to a set rebar; thence 
N 84 degrees 22 minutes 00 seconds W a distance of 271.80 feet to a set rebar; thence N 
87 degrees 30 minutes 53 seconds W a distance of 209.43 feet to a set rebar; thence S 03 
degrees 08 minutes 38 seconds E a distance of 206.51 feet to the point of beginning. Less 
and except all that part of the above described property that is within the right-of-way of 
Cullman County Road No. 1194. Subject to any right-of-way and/or easements of record.

Together with a permanent, non-exclusive easement for unlimited and full access, ingress 
and egress, Said easement runs along and existing gravel road and is described as follows: A 
tract or parcel of land containing 0.45 acres of land, more or less, and being a part of the NE 
¼, of the SE ¼ of Section 23, Township 9 South, Range 4 West, Cullman County, Alabama 
and being more particularly described as follows: Commence at a found rock marking the 
accepted Southwest corner of the said quarter-quarter and run N 00 degrees 32 minutes 40 
seconds W and run along the accepted West line a distance of 647.43 feet to a found capped 
rebar; thence run N 86 degrees 58 minutes 00 seconds E a distance of 558.33 to a found 
rebar marking the point of beginning, thence continue N 86 degrees 58 minutes 00 seconds 
E a distance of 209.31 feet to a found rebar; thence N 85 degrees 11 minutes 48 seconds E a 
distance of 574.47 feet to a set rebar on the East line of Said quarter-quarter; thence N 00 
degrees 02 minutes 12 seconds E and run along said East line a distance of 173.81 feet to a 
set rebar marking the point of beginning; thence S 73 degrees 09 minutes 19 seconds W a 
distance of 183.37 feet to a set rebar; thence S 83 degrees 45 minutes 31 seconds W a dis-
tance of 66.04 feet to a set rebar; thence N 88 degrees 57 minutes 39 seconds W a distance of 
72.52 feet to a set rebar; thence N 84 degrees 22 minutes 00 seconds W a distance of 271.80 
feet to a set rebar; thence N 88 degrees 53 seconds W a distance of 209.43 feet to a set rebar; 
thence N 03 degrees 08 minutes 38 seconds W a distance of 20.07 feet to a found rebar; 
thence S 88 degrees 30 minutes 53 seconds E a distance of 211.05 feet to a found rebar in 
the center of a ditch; thence run in an easterly direction following the center of said ditch 
the following 5 courses: S 88 degrees 56 minutes 30 seconds E 118.93 feet; S 81 degrees 16 
minutes 58 seconds E 162.64 feet; S 88 degrees 57 minutes 39 seconds E 61.91 feet; N 83 
degrees 45 minutes 31 seconds E 62.53 feet; N 70 degrees 59 minutes 16 seconds E 91.91 
feet; N 66 degrees 51 minutes 41 seconds E 101.17 feet to a set rebar on the East line of said 
quarter-quarter; thence S 00 degrees 02 minutes 12 seconds W a distance of 36.19 feet to 
the point of beginning. Subject to any rights of-way and/or easements of records. lt is agreed 
and understood that the Grantees shall have the right to use the easement granted and 
conveyed hereby for roadway purposes, for utility lines and unlimited and full access, and 
for ingress and egress purposes. This easement shall constitute a covenant running with 
the land and shall insure to the benefit of the Grantees, their heirs, successors and assigns, 
as well as the tenants, servants, visitors, licensees, invitees and guests of the Grantees, their 
heirs, successors and assigns.

Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt and cost of foreclosure.

EvaBank, Mortgagee
Thomas W. Russell
Attorney for Mortgagee 
2915 Clairmont Ave. S
Birmingham, Alabama  35205
The Cullman Tribune-January 16, 23, 30, 2025

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF CULLMAN

Default having been made of the terms of the loan documents secured by that certain 
mortgage executed by Jerry Finley Husband And Victoria Finley Wife to Jim Walter Home, 
Inc. dated September 28, 2001; said mortgage being recorded on November 6, 2001, in Book 
1214, Page 136 in and re-recorded in Book 1210, Page 42 in the Office of the Judge of Probate 
of Cullman County, Alabama. Said Mortgage was last sold, assigned and transferred to U.S. 
Bank, N.A., as Trustee, successor in interest to Wachovia Bank, National Association, as 
Trustee, successor by merger to First Union Bank, as Trustee, for Mid-State Trust XI by 
assignment recorded in Deed Book 333, Page 171 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of 
Cullman County, ALABAMA.
The undersigned, U.S. Bank, N.A., as Trustee, successor in interest to Wachovia Bank, 
National Association, as Trustee, for Mid-State Trust XI, under and by virtue of the power 
of sale contained in said mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for cash 
before the main entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, Alabama during the legal 
hours of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on the 6th day of February, 2025 the following 
property, situated in Cullman County, Alabama, to-wit:
COMMENCE AT THE NW CORNER OF THE S 1/2 OF THE SW 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 
OF SECTION 33, T-11-S, R-3-W, CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA; THENCE RUN S 
86 DEGREES 44’23”E, 786.92’ TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE RUN S 86 
DEGREES 44’23”E, 150.00’; THENCE RUN S 00 DEGREES 00’00”E, 320.00’; THENCE 
RUN N 86 DEGREES 44’23”W, 150.00’; THENCE RUN N 00 DEGREES 00’00”E, 320.00’ 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; SAID HEREIN DESCRIBED TRACT CONTAINS 
1.1 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND LIES IN THE NE 1/4 OF SECTION 33, T-11-S, R-3-W, 
CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA.

ALSO, A 30’ ACCESS EASEMENT, 15’ EITHER SIDE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED 
LINE: COMMENCE AT THE NW CORNER OF THE S 1/2 OF THE SW 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 
OF SECTION 33, T-11-S, R-3-W, CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA, A(N) 1/2” IRON PIN 
FOUND; THENCE RUN S 86 DEGREES 44’23”E, 786.92’; THENCE RUN S 00 DEGREES 
00’00”W, 320.00’; THENCE RUN S 86 DEGREES 44’23”E, 37.92’ TO THE POINT IN THE 
SOUTH LINE OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTY, THE POINT OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE RUN S 57 DEGREES 49’41”W, 166.27; THENCE RUN S 59 DEGREES 11’33”E, 
391.93.; THENCE RUN S 66 DEGREES 34’41”E 82.63’; THENCE RUN S 86 DEGREES 
38’34”E, 239.96’ TO THE POINT OF ENDING IN THE ROAD EASEMENT ACQUIRED BY 
JOSEPH A. CHAPMAN BY DEED RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 301, PAGE 827, IN SAID 
COUNTY.

ALSO, A 30’ ACCESS EASEMENT, 30’ NORTH OF AND PARALLEL TO THE 
FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE: COMMENCE AT THE NW CORNER OF THE S 1/2 
OF THE SW 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 OF SECTION 33, T-11-S, R-3-W, CULLMAN COUNTY, 
ALABAMA; THENCE RUN S 86 DEGREES 44’23”E, 786.92’; THENCE RUN S 0 
DEGREES 00’00”E, 320.0’ THENCE RUN S 86 DEGREES 44’23”E, 150.0’ TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING; THENCE RUN S 86 DEGREES 44’23”E, 400’ TO THE POINT OF 
ENDING IN THE ROAD EASEMENT ACQUIRED BY JOSEPH A. CHAPMAN BY DEED 
RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 301, PAGE 827, IN SAID COUNTY.

Said property is commonly known as 501 County Rd 588, Hanceville, AL 35077.
Should a conflict arise between the property address and the legal description the legal 
description will control.
Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and payable), the right of redemption of any taxing 
authority, all outstanding liens for public utilities which constitute liens upon the property, 
any matters which might be disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-way, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, special assessments, covenants, the statutory right of redemption pursuant 
to Alabama law, and any matters of record including, but not limited to, those superior to 
said Mortgage first set out above. Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named or the undersigned.  The 
successful bidder must present certified funds in the amount of the winning bid at the time 
and place of sale.
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in property the right to redeem the 
property under certain circumstances. Programs may also exist that help persons avoid 
or delay the foreclosure process. An attorney should be consulted to help you understand 
these rights and programs as a part of the foreclosure process.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation that the sale is not prohibited under 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirmation and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the Mortgage.

U.S. BANK, N.A., AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO WACHOVIA BANK, 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, FOR MID-STATE TRUST XI
as holder of said mortgage
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
505 20th Street North, Suite 1775
Birmingham, AL 35203
(205) 216-4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 23-05296AL
www.foreclosurehotline.net

                                         Legal Notice 
 Notice is hereby given to all owners, secured parties and 
lienholders of the following described motor vehicle, which I have 
a right to sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance 
with the State of Alabama abandoned vehicle law, Statues, 
Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 32 and Alabama Law Act Number 
83-494-S-80. 
 

  2013 Chevrolet Malibu Vin 1G11B5SA8DF183211 
 
 This vehicle will be sold to pay storage and or repair fee at Ponder      
Wrecker Service, 2600 AL HWY 157, Cullman AL, 35058, on    
March 4, 2025 at 8:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
201 2nd Avenue NE        256.775.7203 
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City of Cullman  
Planning Commission  

 
 
 On Monday February 3, 2025, at Cullman City Hall Auditorium at 5:30 P.M, at the 
regular meeting of the City of Cullman Planning Commission, a public hearing will be held to 
allow affected parties to voice their concerns related to the following items: 
 

1. Short form subdivision – 308 & 314 2nd Avenue SE – create two lots  
 

For further information contact Brian Landreth or Amber Duke at the City of Cullman 
Building Department at 256-775-7203.  

 

 

 

FLORENCE, Ala. — The 
28th annual Urban Forestry 
& Horticulture Conference 
will take place on March 7, 
2025, at Cross Point Church 
of Christ in Florence. Hosted 
by the City of Florence Beau-
tification Board and Tree 
Commission, the conference, 
this year themed “Creating 
Sustainable Ecosystems: A 
Bubble of Life,” will focus 
on sustainable practices, 
the importance of bees, 

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man residents looking for a 
day full of shopping, beauty 
services and giveaways won’t 
want to miss the Galen-
tine’s Day event on Feb. 10, 
at Studio K & Co. Salon. The 
all-day celebration, running 
from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m., will 
feature a variety of vendors, 
exclusive giveaways and a Ga-
lentine-themed atmosphere 
perfect for making memories 
with friends.
	 “Join us for a fun-filled 
day with amazing vendors,” 
said Kinsey Johnson, Studio 
K & Co. Salon owner and 

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com
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Obituary Announcements: Jan. 28-29
Raymond 'Ray' 
Leslie Morrison, 86
Graveside Service for 
Raymond "Ray" Leslie 
Morrison, age 86 of 
Hanceville, will be at 
1 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 
31, 2025, at Mountain 
Grove Cemetery; burial 
at Mountain Grove 
Cemetery. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. 
Mr. Morrison passed 
away on Monday, Jan. 
27, 2025, at the Folsom 
Center. He was born, June 
4, 1938, to J.T. Morrison 
and Mary Morrison. He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents; daughters, 
Melinda Morrison and 

Melissa Morrison; son, 
Steve Morrison; brother, 
Billy Morrison and sister-
in-law, Bette Morrison. 
Survivors include his 
nephew, Neal Morrison and 
his niece, Beth Morrison.

Thomas Henderson 
Mills, 71
Thomas Henderson 
Mills was born Aug. 12, 
1953, at Mobile Infirmary 
and died Jan. 28, 2025. 
Tom grew up in both 
Evergreen, Alabama, and 
St. Petersburg, Florida. 
He was the son of the late 
Isaac Robert Mills and 
Mary Edward Page Mills. 
Tom is survived by his 
wife of 43 years, Annette 

Olive Mills; four daughters 
– Mary Lauren Hartline 
(Michael) of Holly Pond, 
Alabama, Melissa Belle 
Mills of Austin, Texas, 
Norma Jeanne Mills of 
Cullman, Alabama, and 
Nina Paige Moss (Thomas) 
of Cullman, Alabama; two 
brothers, Isaac Robert 
Mills, Jr. of Hartford, 
Alabama, and Wyatt 
Ashford Mills of Hartford, 
Alabama; his twin sister 
Belle Henderson Mills of 
Homewood, Alabama; five 
grandchildren, Mallory 
and Marissa Hartline, 
Hudson and Hannah 
Cherry and Ada Louise 
Moss, and many cousins, 
nieces, nephews, and other 

relatives. Tom attended 
the Florida School for the 
Blind and the Alabama 
School for the Blind, Troy 
State University with a 
B.S. in Social Science and 
Business, and the E.H. 
Gentry Technical Facility 
in Talladega where he 
received his Blind Vendor 
Certification. Tom was 
a fighter. He was born 
prematurely and fought 
to survive; he was blinded 
by a faulty incubator 
at birth and fought to 
overcome the challenges 
of dealing with blindness. 
He fought to accomplish 
the same goals as his three 
brothers and two sisters 
such as riding a bike while 

others yelled directions 
to driving a car in the cow 
pasture with his brothers 
directing. He fought for 
the rights of other blind 
people especially the Blind 
Vendors of Alabama. He 
operated vending facilities 
at Shelton State Technical 
College and Partlow State 
School in Tuscaloosa; 
then he moved to Cullman 
to operate the vending 
machines at the Cullman 
Rest Area, Post Office, and 
DHR. Tom fought the good 
fight against Alzheimer’s 
but finally found peace in 
Heaven with his Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. He 
would find rest from the 
fight. Tom loved and was 

very proud of his daughters. 
He loved Alabama football, 
his dog Abby and most 
of all – his business. He 
loved to work. Tom had so 
many friends though his 
school years, Vocational 
Rehab, the Blind Vendors, 
neighbors and those he 
interacted with through 
his business such as 
Regions Bank, Pepsi, and 
Cobbs Accounting. Tom 
was giving and generous 
to those who needed him. 
The family would like to 
thank CRMC, Cullman 
Healthcare and Rehab, 
and many others who 
helped him throughout 
his life. Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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City of Cullman  
Planning Commission  

 
 
 On Monday February 3, 2025, at Cullman City Hall Auditorium at 5:30 P.M, at the 
regular meeting of the City of Cullman Planning Commission, a public hearing will be held to 
allow affected parties to voice their concerns related to the following items: 
 

1. Short form subdivision – 308 & 314 2nd Avenue SE – create two lots  
 

For further information contact Brian Landreth or Amber Duke at the City of Cullman 
Building Department at 256-775-7203.  

 

 

 Enhance your green thumb at the 28th annual Urban Forestry & Horticulture Conference

FLORENCE, Ala. — The 
28th annual Urban Forestry 
& Horticulture Conference 
will take place on March 7, 
2025, at Cross Point Church 
of Christ in Florence. Hosted 
by the City of Florence Beau-
tification Board and Tree 
Commission, the conference, 
this year themed “Creating 
Sustainable Ecosystems: A 
Bubble of Life,” will focus 
on sustainable practices, 
the importance of bees, 

managing native plants and 
trees, herbalism, birding and 
habitat-friendly landscape 
design.
	 Registration opens at 
8 a.m. and the conference 
begins at 8:45. The $50 fee in-
cludes a full day of expert-led 
sessions, networking oppor-
tunities and lunch provided 
by the Alabama Cattleman’s 
Association, sponsored in 
part by Tri-Green Equip-
ment.
	 Attendees can also enter 
door prize drawings and ex-
plore local vendor offerings. 

Continuing Education Units 
(CEUs) will be available 
through the University of 
North Alabama's Education 
and Research In-Service 
Center.
	 “Anyone who enjoys gar-
dening, landscaping or out-
door activities will find value 
in the knowledge shared at 
this conference,” said Kristin 
Seabol, chair of the Florence 
Beautification Board.
	 “This is a great opportuni-
ty to connect with like-mind-
ed individuals while learning 
about sustainable practices 

that can benefit our environ-
ment.”
	 For Cullman residents, 
Dr. Kira Sims, Cullman 
County Extension coordi-
nator, highlighted the con-
ference’s diverse learning 
opportunities for those that 
wish to attend.
	 “The Florence Urban 
Forestry & Horticulture Con-
ference is a great opportunity 
for gardeners of any skill level 
to learn more about sustain-
able practices they can imple-
ment in their own gardens,” 
she said.

	 “The conference would 
also be beneficial to profes-
sionals in the green industry 
to strengthen their knowl-
edge on sustainable practices 
they can include in their daily 
work,” she added.
	 “Another perk to attend-
ing is receiving continuing 
education credits. Normally, 
one has to travel a great dis-
tance to attend a similar con-
ference, but this one is close 
enough to be a day trip.”
	 Additionally, a Pesticide 
Recertification Class will 
be held on March 6 at Cross 

Point Church of Christ at 8:30 
a.m., with a $50 registration 
fee. Those interested in both 
can register at a discounted 
rate of $80.
	 Registration is available 
online at www.florenceal.
org/28th-annual-urban-for-
estry-horticulture-confer-
ence, where a printable regis-
tration form is also available.
	 For more information, 
contact Kristin Seabol at 
kristinseabol@icloud.com. 
Cross Point Church of Christ 
is located at 1360 Cox Creek 
Parkway, Florence, Alabama. 

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

Studio K & Co. Salon hosting Galentine’s Day Celebration Feb. 10

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man residents looking for a 
day full of shopping, beauty 
services and giveaways won’t 
want to miss the Galen-
tine’s Day event on Feb. 10, 
at Studio K & Co. Salon. The 
all-day celebration, running 
from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m., will 
feature a variety of vendors, 
exclusive giveaways and a Ga-
lentine-themed atmosphere 
perfect for making memories 
with friends.
	 “Join us for a fun-filled 
day with amazing vendors,” 
said Kinsey Johnson, Studio 
K & Co. Salon owner and 

event organizer. “Enjoy ex-
clusive goodies from some of 
our favorite women-owned 
businesses and our fabulous 
Studio girlies. Indulge in deli-
cious snacks and drinks while 
capturing memories with 
your friends. See ya there, 
besties!”

Attendees will have access 
to unique shopping experi-
ences and services, includ-
ing:

•	 A hat bar by @splittreed-
esigns where attendees can 
design custom trucker hats, 
wide-brim hats, baseball hats 
or cowboy hats with a wide 
selection of accessories

•	 Piercings by @chazy-
tribevel will have walk-in 
piercings available all day 
with a variety of stylish jewel-
ry options

•	 Tattoos by @lemilabeau-
ty. Attendees can book an ap-
pointment for "fun and super 
cute tiny tattoos.” Bookings 
for the tattoos are already 
open. For those interested, 
visit Le Mila Beauty.

•	 Permanent jewelry by @
morg.the.estie where attend-
ees can choose from a variety 
of beautiful pieces designed 
for long-term wear

•	 Photo spots will also be 

available at the studio

Attendees will also have the 
chance to enter to win sever-
al exciting prizes from local 
businesses and service pro-
viders, including:

•	 A free glam session by 
Paris Jackson

•	 Two blowout sessions by 
Kennedy Twilley (separate 
winners)

•	 A gift card towards a mi-
croblading session with Sa-
vannah Livingston

•	 A $50 gift card for esthetic 
services with Emi Harrison

•	 A $75 gift card for clean-
ing services by Abbey Bates

•	 A $75 gift card for a 30-
minute massage by Mallory 
Ballenger

•	 A free IV infusion treat-
ment by Jacey Hawkins with 
Hawkins Medical and Well-
ness

•	 A gift card valued at $200 
for a photography session (up 
to two people) with Angel 
Terry

•	 A $50 gift card for bou-
tique items from Larissa 
Contreras with XO Fash

•	 A free one-month gym 
membership plus a training 
session gifted by Tamara 
Summers

•	 A $170 gift card for a brow 
lamination and lash lift ser-
vice by Morgan Harris

To enter the giveaway and 
find full details on partici-
pation, visit https://tinyurl.
com/GiveawayEntryGal. 
	 For more information, 
contact the Studio K & Co. 
Salon at 256-841-5227 or 
studiokandcosalon@gmail.
com. Studio K & Co. Salon is 
located at 421 Third Ave. SE 
in Cullman. 

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com



8 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JANUARY 30, 2025

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JANUARY 30, 2025COMMUNITY MATTERS

INSTALLED
$40TPMS

SENSORS25% OFF
ALL

225-65-17
NEW EXCLUDEDNEW EXCLUDED

10% OFF
ALL

TIRES
NEW EXCLUDEDNEW EXCLUDED

PRICES SLASHED
PRICES SLASHED
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Holly Pond (from Front)

HOLLY POND, Ala. — The 
Holly Pond Jazz Band will 
host “Jazz and Red Velvet, 
Dinner, Dessert and a Show” 
on Saturday, Feb. 15, with 
doors set to open at 5:45 p.m. 
	 Holly Pond High School 
Band Director Steven Porter 
said the event will be held at 
the Holly Pond Alumni Gym.
	 “I expect attendees to 
have a great night of music 
food, and fellowship,” he said. 
“This is the fourth year for 
this event with Holly Pond 
Jazz. I have done a Jazz and 
Red Velvet event everywhere 
I have taught. Good food 
and the best genre of music 
always makes for a great 
night.” Ticket options include 
$30 for dinner and the show, 
a table of six for $165 or $10 
for the show only. 
	 “The menu includes Ital-
ian chicken, garlic mashed 
potatoes, granny's green 
beans and red velvet cake for 
dessert,” Porter said. “Coffee, 
tea and water will also be 
served. The funds will be used 
for equipment maintenance, 
purchases and operational 
expenses (for the band).”
	 For more information or 
to buy tickets, contact any 
band member or Porter, who 

can be emailed at  sporter@
ccboe.org. 
	

Ticket sales end Friday, Feb. 
7. Lauren Estes 

lauren@cullmantribune.com

5 tips for filing taxes

For most Ameri-
cans, the deadline 
to file 2024 federal 
income taxes with 

the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS) is Monday, April 
15, 2025, unless extended 
because of a state holiday. 
When preparing to file fed-
eral taxes with the IRS, there 
are a few things to do in ad-
vance:

•	 Gather tax documents
•	 Store documents safely 
and securely
•	 Compare tax prepara-
tion options

Doing these not only helps 
to save time when complet-
ing the forms but also helps 
safeguard against omitting 
information or making filing 
errors.

Do I need to file taxes?
Some taxpayers think they 
do not have to file taxes 
if they do not make a lot 
of money. Generally, it is 
rare not to file a tax return. 
Simply put, if your income 
is less than your standard 
deduction, you generally 
do not need to file a return 
(assuming you do not have 
income, such as self-em-
ployment income).

2024 standard deductions
•	 Single - $14,600

•	 Married filing jointly and 
qualifying widow - $29,200

•	 Married filing separately 
- $14,600

•	 Head of household - 
$21,000

The Kiddie Tax is for taxpay-
ers who are claimed as de-
pendents on someone’s tax 
return when their earned 
income is more than their 
standard deduction or, for 
certain children, when their 
unearned income (for chil-
dren up to 18 or children 19 
to 23 if they are full-time 
students) is greater than 
$1,300 in 2024. Find more 
information about Kiddie 
Tax by visiting the IRS web-
site. Note: Unearned income 
includes investment-type 
income such as taxable in-
terest, ordinary dividends, 
capital gain distributions, 
etc.

1. Gather tax documents
It is wise to collect tax-re-
lated items and information 
throughout the year to pre-
pare for tax season. If you 
plan to itemize rather than 
take the standard deduc-
tion, when a tax filer item-

izes taxes, they can decrease 
their taxable income by 
deducting certain expenses 
allowed by the IRS. Though 
the documents needed to file 
taxes vary by person, there 
are a few documents that all 
filers need.

Personal information
•	 Social Security numbers, 
names, birth dates for filers 
and dependents

Income earned/received
•	 W-2 forms, various 
1099 investment, unem-
ployment/SSI or tax return 
income forms
•	 Business: profit/loss 
statement, capital equip-
ment information
•	 Miscellaneous: Any 
other income such as schol-
arships, gambling winnings, 
medical savings accounts 
(MSA)and alimony received

Income adjustments
•	 Pretax deductions paid 
from salary, such as IRA 
contributions, Health Sav-
ings Account (HSA)and ali-
mony paid

Deductible expenses
•	 Purchases made for a 
career — such as those for 
educators — alimony paid 
(after 2018, no longer in-
cluded in gross income for 
the payee or deductible for 
the payer), Keogh (a tax-de-
ferred pension plan avail-
able for the self-employed or 
unincorporated businesses), 
Simplified Employee Pen-
sion Plan (SEP), SIMPLE 
(small employers)and other 
self-employed pension 
plans, moving expenses or 
student loan interest
	 Those who itemize will 
need to collect additional 
documents. Some possi-
ble itemized categories are 
childcare, adoption, char-
itable donations, disaster 
and loss and medical deduc-
tions. You will also want to 
keep receipts for work- or 
school-related purchases, 
monetary or in-kind dona-
tions (e.g., clothing, furnish-
ing, supplies), mileage logs 
for miles driven for business 
and medical expenses.

For a checklist of tax docu-
ments to keep on hand, see 
Worksheet 6. Tax Prepara-
tion and Record Keeping 
Log on page 39 in the 2025 
WISE Money Management 
Calendar.

2. Store documents safely 
and securely
It is important to keep tax 
documents in case you are 
audited by the IRS. You will 
also need proof of income if 
you apply for a loan, mort-
gage or college financial aid 

when filing the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). The length of time 
to hold documents depends 
on the type of documenta-
tion and the filer’s situation.

•	 Three years. All tax doc-
uments, especially a W-2and 
proof of income should be 
kept a minimum of three 
years

•	 Six years. If a tax filer 
underreports income, tax 
documents should be kept at 
least six years

•	 Seven years. If a filer 
claims a loss on taxes, they 
should keep documents at 
least seven years

•	 Indefinitely. Records of 
capital assets, major home 
improvements and pur-
chase/sale documents for 
assets like stock or property 
should be kept forever

It is wise to keep both paper 
and digital copies of tax doc-
uments. Have a designated 
place to store physical tax re-
cords so that you can locate 
them easily and keep them 
safe from fraud or theft. Be 
sure the location is dry, safe-
and secure. For paper copies 
of documents, consider pur-
chasing a locked file cabinet 
or a small, compact-sized 
safe box at an office supply 
store or big-box retailer. 
Locking file cabinets cost 
between $40 and $500and 
safe boxes range from $30 to 
$150, depending on size and 
features.

For digital files
Take photos or scans of tax 
documents and upload them 
in a single shareable doc-
ument so they are always 
easily accessible to you. 
It’s also a great backup in 
the event that the original 
documents are damaged or 
lost. It’s important to set 
a password to protect the 
tax file from being opened 
or accessed by someone 
without your knowledge or 
permission. All common 
platforms, such as Google 
Drive and Microsoft, allow 
users to password-protect 
documents and files.

3. Compare tax prepara-
tion options
Before filing taxes, it is good 
to have an idea of all of the 
options available to success-
fully file.

•	 File yourself using the 
IRS Free File

•	 File yourself using online 
guided assistance third-par-
ty commercial tax preparer 
software or a website

•	 Hire a commercial tax 
preparation firm

•	 Hire a tax profession-
al such as an accountant, 
financial advisor, certified 
public accountant (CPA) or 
certified financial planner 
(CFP)

For a list of authorized pro-
viders, search the Autho-
rized IRS e-file Provider 
Locator Service on the IRS 
website.
Many people decide to file 
their own taxes, while others 
do not feel equipped or in-
terested in completing their 
own taxes. Tax filers might 
consider hiring a profes-
sional if they fit into any of 
the following:

•	 Are not comfortable with 
financial forms

•	 Do not have at least 5 to 
7 hours to prepare and file 
taxes for simple taxes or up 
to 20 for more complex tax 
situations

•	 Are a business owner

•	 Plan to itemize deduc-
tions

•	 Have other complex tax 
situation such as extensive 
investments, multiple prop-
erties or other assets or per-
form gig or contract work

4. When to file
Tax season officially began 
Jan. 27, 2025, but taxpayers 
have until April 15 to file. 
Generally, the best time to 
file taxes is as soon as you 
have gathered all of your 
tax documents. For a tax 
document checklist, see the 
Preparation and Record 
Keeping Log on page 39 in 
the 2025 WISE Money Man-
agement Calendar.

	 Filing early can also save 
filers money since many 
commercial tax preparers 
run promotional pricing 
in late December and early 
January to attract new or 
repeat clients. Taxpayers 
who file electronically typ-
ically receive returns more 
quickly. If you expect to 
receive a tax return, consid-
er filing electronically and 
opting for direct deposit to 
get your return as soon as 
possible.
	 If a taxpayer fails to file 
the tax, the penalty will 
apply. For example, the 
amount of the penalty is 5% 
of the tax due per month, 
with a maximum of 25%.
	 If a taxpayer fails to 
pay the tax, the penalty 
will apply. For example, 
the amount of the penalty 
is 0.5% of the tax due per 
month, with a maximum of 
25%.
	 Simply put, do not forget 
to file your taxes.

5. Checklist for first-time 
filers
If you are filing taxes for the 
first time, there are a few 
things that can help with 
filing success and make the 
process smoother. In addi-
tion to gathering documents 
in advance and comparing 
filing options, new filers can 
do the following:

Ensure that no one else 
can/does file you as a de-
pendent on their return.
This is especially important 
for young adults or those 
who receive financial assis-
tance from parents, guard-
ians or relatives. Even if 
someone else claims you on 
their taxes, you may be able 
to file a return to claim spe-
cific benefits, such as educa-
tion tax credits. If you think 
someone else may claim you 

on their taxes, talk to them 
before you file a tax return to 
avoid conflicts or the need to 
amend a return later.

Seek out tax deductions 
or tax credits for which 
you may be eligible. Some 
common tax credits and 
deductions include the fol-
lowing: 
•	 Child tax credit for those 
with qualifying children up 
to age 18

•	 Earned income tax credit 
for low-to-moderate income 
filers

•	 Lifetime learning credit 
for those enrolled in higher 
education

•	 American opportunity 
tax credit for first-time col-
lege students during their 
first four years in school

•	 Student loan interest for 
those making payments on 
an educational loan

•	 Child and dependent 
care credit to claim care-re-
lated expenses

•	 Saver’s credit for con-
tributing to an individual 
retirement account

•	 Health Savings Account 
for contributions made to 
your HSA

•	 Charitable contributions 
for money or property do-
nated to a qualified organi-
zation

More information
Learn more about money 
management by following 
guidelines from the 2025 
WISE Money Management 
Calendar or by visiting www.
aces.edu.

Portia Johnson
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