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SLIDE INTO SAVINGS WITH BILL'S DEALS!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY Cullman City Council moves forward on 'baby box' at Fire Station 3
CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cullman City Council on Monday authorized Mayor Woody Jacobs to enter into an agreement with Safe Haven Baby Boxes, Inc. for installation of a place for parents who cannot care for 

their infants to drop them off anonymously at Cullman Fire Station Number 3 on Al-abama Highway.  On its website, the man-ufacturer said of its product, “Designed with innovative safety features and installed on the exterior walls of fire stations and hospitals, each box ensures the safe and 

anonymous surrender of in-fants. The exterior door locks automatically when a new-born is placed inside, and an interior door allows medical personnel to promptly and securely retrieve the baby, ensuring immediate care and protection. “Every year, countless infants are heart-

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman Police Department patrol vehicles are sporting new de-signs. The new styles update the look of the fleet in gener-al, but also serve to increase visibility and officer safety, the department said.  “Updated striping on the vehicles features a highly vis-ible dash pattern on the rear and one large stripe on the side, ensuring patrol units are easily seen during calls and especially traffic stops. They also make the units more vis-ible within the community.  “I think it's a fresh, uni-fied look at our agency that the officers and the citizens can be proud of with the new design because it's very pro-fessional in my opinion,” said Chief Joey Duncan.  The new designs display “Cullman colors” like black 

and gold and proudly sport the department’s core values: Community, Professionalism, Duty. The transition to the new decals is an ongoing process expected to take up to a year or a year and a half for full fleet implementation.  All newly acquired vehi-cles, including Ford Intercep-tors, which have been select-

ed for their cost effectiveness and availability over the Chevrolet Tahoes, according to the CPD, will feature the updated design.  Said Duncan, “The new design of our police fleet en-compasses a lot of the input of police officers here and it represents the tradition of our police department, which we're very proud of.” 
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Cullman High’s Howze, Townson achieve All State Jazz Band honors
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY PREP FOOTBALL

Cullman hires Trent Walker 
as new Bearcats head coach
CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman City Schools Board 
of Education met at Cull-
man High School’s Tillman 
Hall Friday morning and 
introduced Trent Walker as 

the Bearcats new head foot-
ball coach. Walker, a CHS 
alum, replaces Danny Stiff 
who stepped down from his 
position earlier this month. 
Walker is returning to his 
alma mater after spending 
the previous four seasons as 
the head coach at Lawrence 

County. Walker also spent 
five years working as an assis-
tant coach at Cullman under 
previous Bearcat head coach-
es Mark Britton, Matt Plun-
kett and Oscar Glasscock.
 “I’m extremely grateful 
and humbled to be selected as 
the next head foot-

CULLMAN, Ala. — Three 
Cullman Police Department 
officers - Josh Spinks, Ryan 
Whisenhunt and Michael 
Bryant - recently achieved 
their Field Training Officer 
(FTO) certifications. 
 Chief Joey Duncan said 
an officer aspiring to be a 
Field Training Officer must 
have a genuine desire for the 
role. 
 “They should possess a 
minimum of three years of 
experience with the Cull-
man Police Department, or 
alternatively, two years with 
the department along with 
at least two additional years 
with a certified law enforce-
ment agency,” Duncan said. 
 “Additionally, they must 
demonstrate the ability to be 
a positive role model for re-

cruits.
 "A recommendation from 
supervisors is required, high-
lighting their positive atti-
tude, experience, leadership 
qualities and job accomplish-
ments.” 
 Duncan said Field Train-
ing Officers are selected 
through a rigorous interview 
process conducted by the 
Field Training Coordinator 
and command staff.
 “Officer Josh Spinks pre-
viously served as Airborne 
Infinitary with the 82nd 
Airborne Division in the U.S. 
Army and deployed for a 
combat mission,” he said. 
 “Before joining Cullman 
Police Department, he was 
a deputy with the Jefferson 
County Sheriff’s Office. He 
is an instructor in ALERRT 
(Advanced Law Enforcement 
Rapid Response Training) 
and less lethal techniques. 

Josh is also a sniper with the 
Cullman PD Tactical Unit.”
 Duncan said Whisenhunt 
previously served as the GIS 
Manager for Morgan County 
911. 
 “He’s been an officer with 
Cullman PD since 2018,” he 
said.
 “He is currently a certi-
fied Fire Investigator, EMS 
instructor and Basic Life 
Support (BLS) provider, and 
is enrolled to become a Traf-
fic Homicide Investigator.”
 Bryant retired from the 
Alabama Army National 
Guard as a Sergeant First 
Class with multiple combat 
deployments, said the chief. 
 “He has over 15 years of 
supervisory experience in the 
private sector before joining 
Cullman PD,” Duncan said. 
“Michael is also a member 
of the Cullman PD Tactical 
Unit.” 

Nick Griffin
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FACEBOOK/CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

Left to right are Ryan Whisenhunt, Josh Spinks and Michael Bryant.
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2025 Bownes Memorial 
For Kids’ Sake Variety 
Show this Sunday, Feb. 2

CULLMAN REGIONAL FOUNDATION

The 2025 Bownes Memorial For Kids’ Sake Variety 
Show will take place Sunday, Feb. 2, at 4 p.m. in the 
Cullman High School auditorium. » PAGE 2
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY Crocker appointed to Alabama 
Coroners Training Commission

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
County District Attorney 
Champ Crocker was recently 
appointed by Alabama Attor-
ney General Steve Marshall 
to the Alabama Coroners 
Training Commission for a 

one-year term. 
 According to www.alacor-
oner.org, the “Alabama Cor-
oners Training Commission 
seeks to provide compre-
hensive training programs 
and resources for death in-
vestigation professionals in 
Alabama. With a focus on en-
hancing skills and knowledge 

in forensic science, investi-
gative techniques, and legal 
procedures, the Commission 
ensures high standards in the 
field.”
 “I am honored that Gen. 
Marshall would appoint me 
to serve on this commission, 
which ensures high stan-
dards in death in-

CULLMAN, Ala. — A Safe 
Haven Baby Box will be 
installed at Cullman Fire 
Rescue Station 3 on the north 
side of the city, offering par-
ents experiencing a crisis a 
safe and secure way to sur-
render their newborns with 
anonymity. The boxes are 
designed to prevent infant 
abandonment and ensure 
surrendered infants receive 
immediate medical attention. 
 The Cullman City Coun-
cil recently authorized Mayor 
Woody Jacobs to enter into 
an agreement with Safe 
Haven Baby Boxes, Inc. for 
installation of the box. 
 Both Jacobs and Fire 
Chief Darren Peeples are in 
support of the new installa-

tion. This new initiative con-
forms with Safe Haven laws, 
which allow parents to safely 
relinquish the care of their 
child to authorities without 
judgment. 
 "Statistically speaking, 
most babies which have been 
surrendered to a Safe Haven 
Baby Box are from outside 
counties, most likely due to 
concern for anonymity,” said 
Jacobs. “However, if it helps 
only one child in the next 10 
years, then it will be worth 
knowing we saved one life 
due to the resource(s) made 
available."
 The Save Haven Baby Box 
has numerous tools to ensure 
the infant's safety, such as 
a climate-controlled envi-
ronment and silent alarms 
that immediately notify law 
enforcement when a baby is 

placed inside. The child will 
be picked up within five min-
utes, immediate medical care 
will be administered and the 
infant will be immediately 
transferred to the hospital.
 There is no current edu-
cation plan for the Safe Have 
Baby Box; however, local 
officials have stated that the 
process to use the box is very 
straightforward. Cullman 
Fire Rescue has partnered 
with other departments 
that use a SHBB to model its 
training protocols. Extensive 
checkups and tests will be 
regularly conducted on the 
device to ensure everything 
operates correctly. 

Tribune Senior Reporter 
W.C. Mann previously re-
ported: 
On its website, 
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Cullman Fire Rescue Station 3 is located at 1920 Butler St. NW, off of Alabama 
Highway 157. Learn more about Safe Haven Baby Boxes at www.shbb.org.

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIPALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP
*No*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.tates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

SLIDE INTO SAVINGS WITH BILL'S DEALS!

© 2025 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

GMC DEALER OF 
THE YEAR

6 TIMES IN A ROW!

STK#58228

2.7L I4 TURBOCHARGED DOHC 16V LEV3-SULEV30 
310HP | 20" PAINTED ALUMINUM WHEELS | HEATED 

STEERING WHEEL | GMC MULTIPRO TAILGATE

NEW 2025 GMC SIERRA 
1500 ELEVATION

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

$9,000$9,000
OFF!OFF!

St. Bernard Prep senior 
spotlight: Joey Shadowens

ST. BERNARD PREP

Joey Shadowens » PAGE 5

CONTRIBUTED

Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall and 
Cullman County District Attorney Champ Crocker

Scholarship 
auditions scheduled 
at Wallace State » PAGE 2

Local VFD chiefs 
talk training, 
planning » PAGE 8

Local students named to 
Mississippi State President’s, 
Dean’s Lists » PAGE 2» PAGE 3

SUBSCRIBE TODAY Fairview Council talks 
ball fields, park progress
FAIRVIEW, Ala. — The 
Fairview Town Council at its 
monthly meeting on Feb. 3, 
discussed ball fields and the 
progress on the proposed 
new park. 
	 Michael McLeskey with 

Speed Softball requested to 
lease Clint Barbee Field from 
the Town of Fairview. His 
plans include constructing 
a building to host practices, 
complete with batting cages. 
The group would reserve 
the space for practices on 
Wednesdays and Sundays, 
leaving the area available for 

park games the rest of the 
week. McLeskey agreed to 
help be a caretaker for the 
grounds as part of his rental 
agreement. The council 
agreed to consider a formal 
proposal upon approval from 
its lawyer. 
	 Regarding progress on 
the new park the 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Mon-
day-Wednesday, Feb. 3-5, the 
Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office, in collaboration with 
the Morgan County Sheriff’s 
Office, hosted a K9 Detection 
and Tracking Seminar.
	 Cullman County Sheriff 
Matt Gentry said participants 
received not only classroom 
training, but also hands-on 
scenario-based training. 
	 “I am very proud of the 
work being done by our K9 
Unit here at the Cullman 
County Sheriff’s Office,” 
Gentry said. “Having narcot-
ics and tracking K9s, as well 
as an explosive detection K9, 
is an invaluable asset for Cull-
man County.
	 "Around 40 teams partici-
pated in this three-day event. 
These teams came from all 
across the state of Alabama 
and from as far away as Lou-
isiana. Various sites through-
out Cullman County were 

utilized to provide a wide 
array of training opportuni-
ties.”
	 Participants were also 
given the option to be certi-
fied in narcotics detection, 
explosives detection or track-
ing through the National 
Narcotic Detector Dog Asso-
ciation (NNDDA). 
	 CCSO Director of Canine 
Operations Matthew Bales is 
over the Cullman County K9 
Unit at the CCSO and was one 

of the NNDDA instructors.
	 “I am grateful for all their 
hard work and dedication,” 
Gentry said. “I would also 
like to express my gratitude 
to the Morgan County Sher-
iff’s Office for collaborating 
with us to make this training 
possible. I am so thankful to 
be able to host a training like 
this and to have such a great 
turnout. I am proud to say 
that we have one of the best 
K9 units in the entire state.”
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CHAD WHALEY

The Cullman County Sheriff’s Office, in collaboration with the Morgan County Sheriff’s 
Office, hosted a K9 Detection and Tracking Seminar Monday-Wednesday, Feb. 3-5, 2025, 
with around 40 teams from across Alabama and as far away as Louisiana participating.

CHAD WHALEY
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Ivey delivers 2025 State 
of the State address
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Gov. Kay Ivey delivered the 2025 State of the State 
address on Tuesday night, Feb. 4. » PAGE 5
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Mayor Keith Henry maps out park plans at the Feb. 
3, 2025, meeting of the Fairview Town Council.
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single-vehicle crash » PAGE 2
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Music Every Thursday 
Night in February at 
the Bethel Community 
Center
4-8 p.m. at the center, just 
off U.S. Highway 278, west 
of Cullman on County Road 
1117. Bluegrass, gospel and 
country music. Musicians 
are welcome with acoustic 
instruments only. Covered 
dish supper and everyone 
is invited. Please join us! 
No entry fee, but donations 
are appreciated for building 
upkeep.

Grief Support Group
Every Sunday at 3 p.m. at 
First Presbyterian Church, 
615 Third Ave. SE. Contact 
Reverend Warren Ruland at 
256-962 2521.

Cullman County Repub-
lican Women Monthly 
Meetings
Second Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Cullman VFW. President 
Cathi Bradford: “We are 
going to begin training to 
track legislation in Mont-
gomery. If you need infor-
mation, you can directly 
message me on Facebook.” 
Full meals at 5:30. Meetings 
start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 
p.m. We are located at 1503 
Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Sup-
port Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every 
month, from 10-11:30 a.m., 
at the Alabama Career 
Center, 1201 Katherine St. 
NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manager, 
at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at the old Baileyton fire 
station next to the town’s 
park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, 
pet items, food and many 
everyday items. A donation 
of $20 will allow a shopper 
to fill up a bag, and for $40 a 
shopper can fill a large box. 
Some of the items of greater 
value will require a larger 
donation. There will be 
some restrictions and prod-
uct limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. Pro-
ceeds will be used for park 
improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has 
open AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at 
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Naza-
rene, 5415 Alabama High-
way 157. CLOSED literature 
study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
the Donald E. Green Adult 
Active Center, 1625 Cleve-
land Ave. SW. The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a na-
tional program, is a hands-
on/pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly meet-

ings providing information, 
accountability, support 
and encouragement where 
you make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a world-
wide fellowship for those 
affected by someone else’s 
addiction. We offer Help 
by sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope 
by letting others know that 
they are not alone by prac-
ticing the 12 Steps of NAR-
ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our pro-
gram is not a religious one, 
but a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family Life 
Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don 
or Nancy McKenzie 256-
736-3327 or 256-736-3470 
for more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meet-
ings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups 
are a fellowship of friends 
and family whose lives have 
been affected by alcohol-
ism. The Cullman Serenity 
Al-Anon Group meets each 
Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also 
a Zoom meeting each Tues-
day at noon. The Courage 
to Change Al-Anon Family 
Group meets on Thursdays 
at 6 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church at 305 Arnold St. 
NE in the Carriage House, 
located between the church 
and the Arnold House on 
the corner. For more infor-
mation call 256-734-2231 or 
256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, 
AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, 
Cullman
• Friday, Feb. 7 - Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and 
testimonies. Hurts, habits 
and hang-ups are a part of 
everyone's life. Come and 
see how to overcome these 
and more! Bring a dish, des-
sert or drink for a potluck 
meal at 5:45 p.m. Meeting 
starts at 6:30. Childcare 
provided.   
• Saturday, Feb. 8 - 8 a.m. 
Men’s breakfast
• Sunday, Feb. 9 - 9 a.m. Van 
runs in the 5 Points Area. 
Call Betty Hays at 256-338-
3728 for pickup. Breakfast 
at 9:30. Bible study classes 
for children, youth and 
adults at 10. Praise and wor-
ship and message by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd at 11.       

Heartland Quilt Guild 
Meeting
Thursday, Feb. 13, at 6:30 
p.m. at Christ Covenant 
Presbyterian Church,  1310 
St. Joseph Dr. in Cullman. 

29th Annual Cullman 
High School Jazz Band 
Big Band Dance
Friday, Feb. 14, from 7-9 
p.m. at Loft 212, 212 Fourth 
St. SW. Admission is $10. All 
ages welcome. Not a chap-
eroned event. Supervision 
recommended for ages 14 
and younger. 

20th Annual Empty 

Bowls of Cullman County 
Chili Dinner
Monday, Feb. 17, from 
4-6:30 p.m. in Hearin Hall 
at First United Methodist 
Church. The price includes 
an evening of Southern 
gospel music, performances 
by Brian Westbrook & The 
Misfits and Enell Baker, a 
keepsake pottery bowl, chili 
and a grilled cheese sand-
wich. Tickets are $15 and 
are available at Cullman 
Caring for Kids and First 
United Methodist Church. 
Carry outs will also be avail-
able. For more information, 
please call Cullman Caring 
for Kids at 739-1111 or First 
United Methodist Church 
at 734-6690.

Frame Loom Weaving 
Class
Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 1 p.m. 
at the Cullman Senior 
Center. 60 and older. $42 
per person, which includes 
all supplies. Seating is lim-
ited, so those interested are 
encouraged to sign up soon. 
The class will be taught by 
Emily Wallace with Hand-
woven Designs. Sign up 
at https://square.link/u/
XjtHP68k or by stopping 
by the center. The Cullman 
Senior Center is located at 
1539 Sportsman Lake Road 
NW in Cullman. Get more 
info by calling 256-734-
0145 or visiting Cullman 
Senior Center and Travel 
on Facebook.

Youth Rally
Sunday, Feb. 23, at 6 p.m. 
At the Foot of the Cross 
Church, 2.25 miles north 
of Alabama Highway 157 on 
Eva Road. Tyler Williams 
and Ryan Wilburn preach-
ing. Please join us for a great 
time in the Lord. 

At the Foot of the Cross 
Church 4th Annual 
Homecoming
Saturday, March 1, at 2 p.m. 
at the church, 2101 County 
Road 1435 in Vinemont. 
Joyful Hearts, Short Creek 
Gospel Trio and Family 
Tradition will be bringing 
music! Hot dogs and ham-
burgers will be provided! 
Come join us for a wonder-
ful day in the Lord!

United Way of Cullman 
County Crawfish Boil 
2025
Friday, March 14, from 5-7 
p.m. at Goat Island Brewing. 
$50 all you can eat. Join us 
for an evening of fun, food 
and giving back! The bay-
ou-bred team from Hank’s 
Sports Bar will be boiling up 
fresh crawfish and veggies 
right on-site! Goat Island 
Brewing will be serving the 
perfect drafts to pair with 
your meal.  Featuring the 
Rally Stripe Band! Get tick-
ets at https://tinyurl.com/
crawfishtix. 

Fused Glass Art Class
Tuesday, March 18, at 12:30 
p.m. at the Cullman Senior 
Center. 60 and older. For 
$22 per person, partici-
pants can make a fused glass 
flowerpot magnet to take 
home. Seating for the class, 
taught by Kimberly Love, 
is limited, so sign up soon. 
Sign up at https://square.
link/u/mdLS2ZtL or by 
stopping by the center. The 
Cullman Senior Center is 
located at 1539 Sportsman 
Lake Road NW in Cullman. 
Get more info by calling 
256-734-0145 or visiting 
Cullman Senior Center and 
Travel on Facebook.

CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported Feb. 5

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Feb. 5, 2025. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Jan. 29
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Books-A-Million; 
general merchandise; $171; 
Cullman Shopping Center

Jan. 30
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $39; Olive St. 

SW
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; miscella-
neous; $44; Olive St. SW

Feb. 3
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; miscella-
neous; $72; Olive St. SW

ARRESTS
Feb. 3-4
Sanford, Christopher L.; 40
•	 FTA - driving without li-
cense
•	 FTA - criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree
•	 FTA - possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA - violation of protec-
tion order

Kratz, Jesse P.; 43
•	 receiving stolen proper-
ty-4th degree
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

•	 FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Graves, Jennifer Y.; 45
•	 making false report

Hughes, Jordan A.; 29
•	 FTA - expired tag

Sanders, Acie Z.; 24
•	 FTA – speeding

Evans, David E.; 45
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

Gonzalez, Garcia O.; 45
•	 FTA – insurance violation

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Staff Reports
Contributor

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Soft Taco (from Front)

Crash (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Soft 
Taco, The Cullman Tribune 
Pet of the Week, is a beauti-
ful terrier/hound mix who is 
approximately 3 years old. He 
is a low- to medium-energy 
little guy who is truly an un-
assuming fellow.
	 He is the type of guy who 
walks on his leash like the 
gentleman he is. Soft Taco’s 

calm demeanor makes him 
the perfect candidate for a 
companion/reading/thera-
py/hiking dog! 
	 He truly is a renaissance 
guy! Those caring for him 
said, “He tugs at my heart,” so 
hopefully he does with some-
one else!
	 His adoption fee is $130, 
which includes neuter, 
DHLPP vaccine, Bordetel-
la vaccines, rabies vaccine, 
wormer, general exam at the 

vet and microchip.
	 Visit the shelter at 935 
Convent Road NE. It’s open 
Monday through Friday, from 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Now, if you 
arrive and Soft Taco has been 
adopted, don’t worry, as he 
has many friends just waiting 
for their forever homes!  
	 Contact the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 
256-734-5448 or cullman-
animalshelter@co.cullman.
al.us.

CULLMAN, Ala. — A Cull-
man man was killed in a sin-
gle-vehicle crash Wednesday, 
Feb. 5, at approximately 2:10 
a.m.
	 Alabama State Troopers 
identified the victim as Koby 
E. Tankersley, 23.
	 Troopers said Tankers-
ley was fatally injured when 
the 2001 Ford Ranger he 
was driving left the roadway, 
struck a fire hydrant and 
then a cable box.
	 After the impact, they 

said, the Ford overturned 
and struck multiple trees. 
Tankersley was pronounced 
deceased at the scene.
	 The crash occurred 
on County Road 616 near 
County Road 468, approx-
imately 4 miles west of 

Hanceville, in Cullman 
County. 
	 Nothing further is avail-
able as Troopers with the 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency’s (ALEA) Highway 
Patrol Division continue to 
investigate.

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Staff Reports
Contributor

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
GGaauuggee  DDaayy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt

COMMUNITY CORNER

PROVERBS & 
MONOGRAMS

*Uniforms*Custom Tshirt*-
Decals*Blanks*Bulk Orders
*Embroidery/Sublimation/
DTF *Custom Door Hang-
ers | Phone 256-735-8645 
or 256-338-8422 | Email: 
jpitts447@yahoo.com | 1638 
Town Square SW Cullman 
AL

SERVICES
SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week!  Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide! 

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call: 1-855-405-8901

NEW AUTHORS 
WANTED!  Our publishing 
staff will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE 
author submission kit!  Lim-
ited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 1-877-567-9754

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica's Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 844-925-3534  

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION:  A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry 
out the wet area and do re-
pairs to protect your family 
and your home's value! If 
you have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, Call 
24/7:  1-877-727-2344 Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call!  

MEDICARE PLANS HAVE 
CHANGED!!! Make sure 
your plan will meets your 
needs in 2025.  Our licensed 
agents can review the chang-

es, address your needs and 
make sure you aren't over-
paying!  For a free quote, Call 
now! 1-877-730-0711     

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tors. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-855-405-8647

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-855-405-9791

FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and 
see how much you can save! 
1-866-816-3535

DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE Starting at 
$59.99/month! Free Instal-
lation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV!  844-594-7108

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-568-2248

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 
1-855-405-8839. Ask about 
our specials!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 

Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES today with a 
Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 7-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516  today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

SAFE STEP. North Amer-
icas #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-871-
6175

CALL LEAFGUARD and 
say goodbye to gutter clean-
ing for good. No cleaning. No 
leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. 
Get LeafGuard today and be 
protected for life. FREE es-
timate. Financing available. 
20% off total purchase (Re-
strictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-679-2490

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/alabama 
#6258

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 1-877-
724-3049 today!

JACUZZI BATH REMOD-
EL can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
3/30/25.) Call 1-877-205-
0836

REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
with the best looking and 
longest lasting material 

steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-955-3163

ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS Needing Siding, 
Window or Roofs. We are 
opening a branch office and 
will be using these homes 
for advertising. SAVE HUN-
DREDS. 100% Financing*.
SR/Military discounts. 
$1000 OFF with this ad. 
ENDS SOON *wac 800-350-
0591

I BUY OLD CONCERT 
posters, movie posters, lobby 
cards, pre-1970 comic books, 
1930's blues 78's, (213) 944-
9601 or streetsof2024@
gmail.com

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-855-405-8927

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all In-
surance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
AUTO INSURANCE! A 
recent survey says that most 
Americans are overpaying 
for their car insurance.  Let 
us show you how much you 
can save.  Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote:  1-877-
551-4740

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider
“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

 $300
Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with  

any other offer or promotional financing. Must be presented  
at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 03/01/2025.

ANY  
PROJECT    O

F
F

 Healthy Crawl Spaces 

 Stable Foundations

 Humidity Control

256-418-8189 
ALFrontierRepair.com 

 Dry Basements

 Level Concrete

 Radon Mitigation

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om
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VINEMONT, Ala. – After 
posting wins in the semifi-
nals Friday night, Vinemont 
and Holly Pond were back 
on the court Monday night to 
play for this year’s 3A, Area 11 
Tournament Championship. 
After a tight first quarter, 
the Lady Broncos outscored 
Vinemont 16-4 in the second 
quarter to create separation 
and fended off a late run from 
the Lady Eagles to secure a 
54-42 win and the area title.
	 Morgan Flanagan laid 
one in to give the Lady Eagles 
a 2-0 start but a basket and 
a pair of free throws from 
Ava Thomas put Holly Pond 
ahead 4-2. Reagan Robinson 
then ripped off eight straight 
points to give Vinemont 
a 10-4 lead but baskets by 
Thomas and Alana Phillips 
cut it to 10-8 by the end of the 
first quarter.
	 The second quarter was 
dominated by the Lady Bron-
cos, starting with a Millie 
McBee basket that tied the 
game at 10. After Maggie Nail 
split a pair of free throws, 
McBee laid another one in 
to make it 13-10 but Carley 
Stephens answered with a 
bucket on the other end to 
make it a 1-point game. How-
ever, the Lady Broncos dom-
inated the rest of the way, 
outscoring Vinemont 11-0 in 
the remainder of the period 
to take a 24-12 lead into the 
locker room at halftime.
	 McBee laid one in to 

make it a 26-12 game at the 
start of the third quarter 
but a pair of baskets from 
Robinson on the other end 
trimmed the lead to 26-16. 
Holly Pond answered with 
another 11-0 scoring run to 
pull ahead 37-16 late in the 
third but Vinemont capped 
the quarter with three-point-
ers from Vayda Yarbrough 
and Caroline Miller to cut 
the lead to 37-22 at the start 
of the fourth quarter.

	 McBee drove to the rim 
for a basket and Thomas 
converted an and-one play 
to keep the Lady Broncos 
in front 42-24 early in the 
fourth. Robinson and McBee 
exchanged baskets to make 
it a 44-26 game and buckets 
from Stephens and Miller 
trimmed the lead to 46-30 
midway through the period. 
Madison Butts knocked 
down four straight from the 
free throw line to maintain 

a 50-34 lead for Holly Pond 
late in the fourth quarter. 
The Lady Eagles made a late 
push to chip away at the lead 
and Flanagan drained a three 
as time expired, but it wasn’t 
enough to overcome the 
Bronco lead and Holly Pond 
held on to win the 3A, Area 11 
championship with a 54-42 
win.
	 Thomas led the Lady 
Broncos with 19 points in 
the win. McBee finished with 

12, Nail added 11 and Butts 
posted 10. Robinson led 
Vinemont with 14 points in 
the loss and Stephens added 
nine.
	 Holly Pond will be back 
home to host a sub-re-
gional game on Friday and 
Vinemont will be on the road 
for its sub-regional matchup.

All Area Tournament 
Team
•	 Alana Phillips, Holly 

Pond
•	 Ava Thomas, Holly Pond 
(MVP)
•	 Maggie Nail, Holly Pond
•	 Millie McBee, Holly Pond
•	 Madison Butts, Holly 
Pond
•	 Reagan Robinson, 
Vinemont
•	 Morgan Flanagan, 
Vinemont
•	 Caroline Miller, 
Vinemont
•	 Alex Twitty, Hanceville

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASKETBALL

Holly Pond topples Vinemont 54-42 to win area title

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Holly Pond Lady Broncos defeated Vinemont 54-42 Monday night to win this year’s 3A, Area 11 Tournament.

BREMEN, Ala. – The Cold 
Springs Eagles hosted both 
the girls’ and boys’ Class 2A, 
Area 11 tournament champi-
onship games Monday night 
and both Eagle squads were 
taking on Falkville. The girls' 
game was never in doubt 
as Cold Springs rolled past 
Falkville 56-21 and in the 
boys' game, the Eagles held a 
double-digit lead at the start 
of the fourth quarter and had 
to hold off a late rally from 
the Blue Devils to secure a 
68-63 win.

Cold Springs 56 - Falkville 
21 (Varsity Girls)
Ella Dickerson scored a 
quick basket to put Cold 
Springs on the scoreboard 
first. Paizley Whitlow scored 
down low to give the Lady 
Eagles a 5-2 lead. Falkville 
split from the line to cut it to 
5-3, but it would be all Cold 
Springs after that. Kenady 
Graves scored five straight 
points, Whitlow added an-
other basket in the paint, 
Macie Huffstutler hit a pair 
from the line, and Graves hit 
another basket down low to 
extend their lead to 16-3 at 
the start of the second.
	 Huffstutler and Graves 
combined to score the first 12 
points of the second quarter 
for the Lady Eagles, as that 
gave them a 28-3 lead. Aleah 
Addison drilled a trey, Dick-
erson dropped in a floater, 
and Hagen Ellis drained a 
three of her own to push 
their lead to 36-5 at the half.
	 Hollyn Bruer hit a pair of 
free throws, and Dickerson 
scored five straight points 
to give Cold Springs a 42-9 
lead. Huffstutler hit three 
free throws to make it a 45-9 
game.
	 Ellis hit another three 
and Baylee Perdue scored 
down low to put the Lady 
Eagles ahead, 51-11, at the 
start of the fourth. Avery 
Gerstman buried a trey to 
make it a 54-17 game.
	 A basket by Ellis made 
it 56-19, and Cold Springs 
would go on to defeat 

Falkville, 56-21, to take home 
the Class 2A, Area 11 champi-
onship.
	 Graves finished with 
13 points for Cold Springs. 
Huffstutler added 12 points. 
Dickerson collected nine and 
Ellis posted eight points.
	 Kenady Graves, Ella 
Dickerson, and Hollyn Bruer 
made the All-Tournament 
team for the Lady Eagles.

Cold Springs 68 - Falkville 
63 (Varsity Boys)
Cold Springs got off to a 
strong start to the game. 
Matt Williams dropped in 
a floater, Breydon Hallm-
on scored down low, Ayden 
Black laid it in, and Hallmon 
scored the next three points 
to give the Eagles a 9-0 lead. 
Ethan Day drilled a three, 
and a rebound and putback 
by Hallmon stretched their 
lead to 14-0. Black knocked 
down a floater to put Cold 
Springs ahead, 16-4, at the 
start of the second.
	 Black drilled a trey to 
give the Eagles a 19-6 lead 
early in the second. A pair 
of rebounds and putbacks 
by Hallmon made it a 23-9 
game. Hallmon hit a pair of 
free throws and later added 
another basket down low 
to make it a 27-16 game. 
Falkville hit a three to cut it 
to 27-19, but they didn't have 
an answer for Hallmon down 
low, as two more rebounds 
and putbacks by him gave 
Cold Springs a 31-19 game. 
Lindan Hill added a basket 
down low, and Day put in 
a floater to make it a 35-20 
game at the half.
	 Another floater by Black 
gave the Eagles a 37-20 game 
early in the third, but eight 
straight points by the Blue 
Devils trimmed the deficit to 
37-28. Baskets by Williams 
and Hallmon extended Cold 
Springs' lead to 41-28. A pair 
of Falkville threes cut it to 
43-34.
	 Later in the quarter, a 
basketby Hill gave the Eagles 
a 49-36 lead. Black got fouled 
after shooting a three and 
ended up hitting all three 
free throws to make it a 52-37 
game. The Eagles would take 

a 52-39 lead into what would 
be a wild fourth quarter.
	 The Blue Devils went 
on a 12-3 run to start out 
the fourth quarter, as that 
trimmed the deficit to 55-51. 
	 Two huge baskets by 
Hallmon made it a 59-51 
game, and later in the quar-
ter, a pair of free throws by 

Black kept the Eagle lead at 
eight at 61-53. Falkville was 
far from done, though, as a 
6-0 run cut it to 61-59 with 
51 seconds remaining in the 
contest. Day hit both of his 
free throws, and Williams 
split his free throws to make 
it a 64-59 game. Hill threw 
down a dunk to increase Cold 

Springs' lead to 66-60. The 
Blue Devils drained a trey 
to cut it to 66-63, but Day 
drilled a pair of free throws 
to help the Eagles seal the 
68-63 win in the area cham-
pionship.
	 Ayden Black, Breydon 
Hallmon, and Ethan Day 
made the All-Tournament 

team for Cold Springs. 
Hallmon led the way for Cold 
Springs with 27 points. Black 
posted 16 points, and Day fin-
ished with 13 points.
	 The Cold Springs Lady 
Eagles and Eagles will host 
their sub-regional matchups 
this Friday and Saturday, re-
spectively.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASKETBALL

Cold Springs Eagles, Lady Eagles defeat 
Falkville to win area championships

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Cold Springs Eagles defeated Falkville 68-63 Monday night to win this year’s 2A, Area 11 Tournament Championship.

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Cold Springs Lady Eagles defeated Falkville 56-21 Monday night to win this year’s 2A, Area 11 title.

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Gov. 
Kay Ivey on Tuesday night, Feb. 
4, delivered her latest State of the 
State address. 

Below are her remarks, in their 
entirety. 
Lieutenant Governor Ainsworth, 
President Pro Tem Gudger, Speak-
er Ledbetter, Speaker Pro Tem 
Pringle, members of the Alabama 
Legislature, Chief Justice Stewart, 
justices of the Alabama
	 Supreme Court, distinguished 
guests – and my fellow Alabami-
ans!
	 It is an honor to join you all 
this evening as we begin another 
productive legislative session.
	 From Rainsville to Cullman…
Huntsville to Birmingham…Tus-
caloosa to the Loveliest Village on 
the Plains…from the Black Belt to 
the Wiregrass…from our Capital 
City to Mobile…
	 …and yes…all the way to the 
Gulf of America…we live in the 
greatest state in the greatest 
nation on Earth.
	 All of our work must continue 
to focus on making sure Alabama 
remains the best state in which to 
live, work and raise a family.
	 Y’all, if there is one thing to 
know about us Alabamians, it is 
to never count us out. You call us 
a  football state, and we might just 
become a basketball state.
	 You say we are not innovative, 
and we will rightfully earn Space 
Command headquarters.
	 You say we are stuck at the 
bottom in education, and our stu-
dents will show you the highest 
gains in the country.
	 There is nothing…I mean 
nothing…an Alabamian cannot 
achieve, and it remains the highest 
honor of my life to serve our people 
as governor these next two years. 
Ladies and gentlemen, the state of 
our state is strong, and opportuni-
ty abounds for all of Alabama.
	 There’s more work ahead, but 
like I said: Don’t ever count us out.
	 You certainly can’t count 
out Abbie Stockard. Growing up, 
Abbie probably did not imagine 
she would one day represent Ala-
bama on the Miss America stage. 
And she didn’t just representus…
she won it!
	 A product of the Vestavia Hills 
public schools, Abbie is currently 
pursuing her nursing degree from 
Auburn University. Competing in 
the Miss America program earned 
Abbie tens of thousands in schol-
arship money – about which I am 
sure mom and dad are glad – and 
it has allowed her to champion 
Cystic Fibrosis awareness. Abbie 
will now take her message across 
the country, and she is already rep-
resenting Alabama – and America 
– well.
	 And while you will always 
be Miss Alabama to us, we are so 
thrilled to welcome our own Miss 
America, Abbie Stockard, to the 
Alabama State Capitol this eve-
ning! Abbie, please stand and let us 
recognize you.
	 I am also grateful to the Mc-
Gill-Toolen Catholic High School 
Choir for traveling from Mobile 
to be here with us. Thank you for 
sharing your God-given musical 
talents this evening.
	 This past fall as we kicked off 
another academic year, I, again, 
had the opportunity to visit several 
schools around our state, includ-
ing St. Mary’s, right down the road 
from McGill-Toolen. We were 
proud to celebrate the passage of 
the CHOOSE Act – Alabama’s ed-
ucation savings account program.
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Marshall honors CCPS for Safe Schools award
CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
City Primary School was 
honored for its efforts and 
commitment to school safety, 
with the campus one of only 
six schools in the State of Ala-
bama to be named a 2024 Safe 
Schools Initiative Awards 
Winner. On Tuesday, Feb. 4, 
Alabama Attorney General 
Steve Marshall visited CCPS 
to present school leaders 
their plaque and award.
	 To be selected as a Safe 
Schools Initiative Winner, 
schools go through a four-
phase application and review 
process led by judges with 
knowledge about school 
safety trends. The schools 
were noted for developing 

innovative safety programs 
and taking practical, effective 
steps to combat the threat 
of violence. For example, 
the badge entry and camera 
system implemented at 
CCPS, as well as storm shel-
ter features, were among the 
new innovations at the school 
noted in the honor.
	 CCPS in Cullman is joined 
by Orange Beach Middle and 
High School, UMS-Wright 
Preparatory School, Ladonia 
Elementary School, Russell-
ville Elementary School and 
Elvin Hill Elementary School 
as the six winning schools.
	 “The safety of our school-
children is always on the fore-
front of our minds and hearts. 
That is why it is important to 
highlight and promote the 
innovative efforts to improve 

student safety through the 
Alabama Safe Schools Initia-
tive,” Marshall said in a state-
ment.
	 “Their dedication and 
resolve to provide a safe 
environment for learning 
is an inspiration to us all. I 
look forward to continuing 
to spotlight the best school 
safety ideas for school admin-
istrators, resource officers, 
parents and students.”
	 CCPS Principal Eliza-
beth Shaddix noted safety 
has always been an incred-
ibly high priority, and the 
duty of being entrusted with 
the youngest learners in the 
district is never one they 
take lightly. “This process 
started two years ago when 
a core team of school faculty 
attended a safety confer-

ence. We identified priorities 
within our school in regard to 
safety measures we wanted 
to implement. In addition, 
school safety is prioritized in 
the district’s strategic com-
mitments,” she explained. 
“When I found out we were 
the recipients of this award, 
I was extremely proud of 
our faculty and staff. This 
demonstrates each person’s 
commitment to keeping our 
students safe. I would like 
to say a special thank you to 
our CCPS safety team, in-
cluding Ross Jochum, Lorene 
Howell, Sharon Pruett, Erika 
Lee, Heather Battles, Keri 
Bates, Christy Free, Marci 
Watts, Tyler Skinner, Heath-
er Morrow, Jean Marie Year-
wood and SRO Daniel Pali-
say.”

	 As part of the selection 
process, an in-depth site 
visit was held at CCPS, with 
parents, community stake-

holders and school staff par-
ticipating in safety rounds to 
gather feedback and imple-
ment changes.

Staff Reports
Contributor

CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS

On Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2025, Alabama Attorney General Steve 
Marshall visited Cullman City Primary School to present 
school leaders their 2024 Safe Schools Initiative Award.

Ivey (from Front)

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Gov. 
Kay Ivey on Tuesday night, Feb. 
4, delivered her latest State of the 
State address. 

Below are her remarks, in their 
entirety. 
Lieutenant Governor Ainsworth, 
President Pro Tem Gudger, Speak-
er Ledbetter, Speaker Pro Tem 
Pringle, members of the Alabama 
Legislature, Chief Justice Stewart, 
justices of the Alabama
	 Supreme Court, distinguished 
guests – and my fellow Alabami-
ans!
	 It is an honor to join you all 
this evening as we begin another 
productive legislative session.
	 From Rainsville to Cullman…
Huntsville to Birmingham…Tus-
caloosa to the Loveliest Village on 
the Plains…from the Black Belt to 
the Wiregrass…from our Capital 
City to Mobile…
	 …and yes…all the way to the 
Gulf of America…we live in the 
greatest state in the greatest 
nation on Earth.
	 All of our work must continue 
to focus on making sure Alabama 
remains the best state in which to 
live, work and raise a family.
	 Y’all, if there is one thing to 
know about us Alabamians, it is 
to never count us out. You call us 
a  football state, and we might just 
become a basketball state.
	 You say we are not innovative, 
and we will rightfully earn Space 
Command headquarters.
	 You say we are stuck at the 
bottom in education, and our stu-
dents will show you the highest 
gains in the country.
	 There is nothing…I mean 
nothing…an Alabamian cannot 
achieve, and it remains the highest 
honor of my life to serve our people 
as governor these next two years. 
Ladies and gentlemen, the state of 
our state is strong, and opportuni-
ty abounds for all of Alabama.
	 There’s more work ahead, but 
like I said: Don’t ever count us out.
	 You certainly can’t count 
out Abbie Stockard. Growing up, 
Abbie probably did not imagine 
she would one day represent Ala-
bama on the Miss America stage. 
And she didn’t just representus…
she won it!
	 A product of the Vestavia Hills 
public schools, Abbie is currently 
pursuing her nursing degree from 
Auburn University. Competing in 
the Miss America program earned 
Abbie tens of thousands in schol-
arship money – about which I am 
sure mom and dad are glad – and 
it has allowed her to champion 
Cystic Fibrosis awareness. Abbie 
will now take her message across 
the country, and she is already rep-
resenting Alabama – and America 
– well.
	 And while you will always 
be Miss Alabama to us, we are so 
thrilled to welcome our own Miss 
America, Abbie Stockard, to the 
Alabama State Capitol this eve-
ning! Abbie, please stand and let us 
recognize you.
	 I am also grateful to the Mc-
Gill-Toolen Catholic High School 
Choir for traveling from Mobile 
to be here with us. Thank you for 
sharing your God-given musical 
talents this evening.
	 This past fall as we kicked off 
another academic year, I, again, 
had the opportunity to visit several 
schools around our state, includ-
ing St. Mary’s, right down the road 
from McGill-Toolen. We were 
proud to celebrate the passage of 
the CHOOSE Act – Alabama’s ed-
ucation savings account program.

	 Beginning next school year, 
these ESAs will give more Ala-
bama families greater flexibility 
in choosing an education that suits 
their child’s individual needs. Im-
portantly, we are funding students, 
not systems.
	 Already in the first month of 
the application period, we have an 
outstanding 18,000 student appli-
cants, and we have received them 
from every single county.
	 The number of applications 
will only grow in the next two years 
as program eligibility becomes 
fully universal.
	 Clearly, taxpaying Alabama 
families want school choice! And 
thanks to your work, they are get-
ting just that.
	 We are most successful when 
we engage parents in our students’ 
educational journeys. After all, our 
parents are our first teachers.
	 Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library is helping us put books 
directly in the hands of Alabama 
families each month. Since we offi-
cially launched the program in our 
state, one million books have been 
sent to the mailboxes of enrolled 
families, and I am excited to report 
that we now offer this program in 
all 67 counties.
	 Our friend Dolly is not just 
working nine to five for Alabama, 
she is opening the world of read-
ing to so many families across our 
state. Thank you, Dolly!
	 As governor, I have had the 
chance to meet thousands of our 
students, and I always remind, es-
pecially our elementary students, 
the importance of reading well. 
First, you learn to read, and then 
you ultimately read to learn.
	 After its first year of full imple-
mentation, the Alabama Literacy 
Act is proving it is working. The 
nation’s report card showed our 
fourth graders, once again, have in-
creased their reading scores – and 
it’s happening across all proficien-
cy levels and demographics.
	 On this occasion last year, 
it was a special privilege to host 
ABC Elementary School from my 
home county of Wilcox who made 
tremendous reading gains. Having 
a quality education is going to be 
their ticket to a successful life.
	 In Alabama, that is our prima-
ry goal – ensuring every child in 
every zip code can receive a strong 
education.
	 Thanks to both the Literacy 
and Numeracy Acts, our educators 
are unlocking students’ potential 
to reach their dreams.
	 As we place hundreds of math 
coaches in schools and work our 
way towards full implementation 
of the Numeracy Act, we are al-
ready seeing the results.
	 Now, unfortunately, not all of 
us are blessed with an engineer-
ing brain like our friend Senator 
Chambliss, and we remember how 
difficult and frustrating math class 
could be.
	 This evening, I am excited 
to have with us some students 
who have math figured out…and 
they are 4th graders from Dan-
ville-Neel Elementary School in 
Morgan County.
	 Y’all, these students made the 
highest math gains in the state last 
year jumping up a whopping…..35 
percentage points.
	 Boys and girls, congratula-
tions on this achievement. Please 
stand and let us recognize you.
	 It is because of the great work 
of teachers and communities, like 
Danville-Neel, across this state 
that Alabama saw the largest jump 
in math scores in the country last 
year.
	 Our Turnaround Schools 
initiative is also delivering real 

results. Schools that were once 
among our lowest performing are 
now outpacing the average growth 
rate at other schools. Thanks to 
this initiative, we will no longer 
have failing elementary schools in 
Alabama.
	 We begin this legislative ses-
sion with great momentum fol-
lowing last week’s announcement 
on our historic reading and math 
gains.
	 When I took office, Alabama 
ranked 49th in reading. Today, we 
are 34th. And in math, Alabama 
ranked 52nd. Today…we are 32nd.
	 Ladies and gentlemen, our 
students, teachers and families 
are changing the narrative when 
it comes to education in Alabama. 
We are, in fact, not just a football 
state…Alabama is an education 
state.
	 It is vital we continue investing 
wisely in programs that deliver re-
sults: Programs like theCHOOSE 
Act, the Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library, the Literacy and Numera-
cy Acts, as well as our Turnaround 
Schools Initiative.
	 We will continue allowing 
these successful education reform 
policies to take shape while taking 
an active approach to do every-
thing we can to support our stu-
dents, teachers and families.
	 According to a recent survey, 
72% of high school teachers in the 
country reported that cell phones 
are distracting students.
	 We have also learned from 
parents that teens are spending 
an average of almost five hours 
every day on social media, and it is 
having a negative impact on their 
well-being.
	 Don’t get me wrong: Our 
phones and social media are fan-
tastic tools, but we have to know 
the time, the place and how to use 
them.
	 Schools in our state are al-
ready taking action, and we want 
to support that statewide.
	 Senator Donnie Chesteen and 
Representative Leigh Hulsey will 
carry a bill to put a ban on cell 
phones in schools. The legislation 
will also require local boards to 
adopt Internet safety policies and 
provide students social media 
training.
	 Let’s create the best learning 
environment for our students and 
get this bill to my desk so I can sign 
it into law.
	 In Alabama politics, we don’t 
exactly follow the rule of never 
asking a lady her age…and that’s 
ok. So, while we are on my age, I 
will share one of its many benefits: 
MeeMaw will tell you exactly like 
it is!
	 First, if a teacher wants to 
start a family, she should have the 
proper maternity leave. That is 
why I am proud to have Senator 
Vivian Figures and Representative 
Ginny Shaver joining forces this 
year to pass a good, responsible 
parental leave bill to support both 
our state workers and teachers.
	 Next, there are only two gen-
ders: Male and female. I look for-
ward to finally putting my signa-
ture on the What is a Woman bill 
by Representative Susan Dubose.
	 And last, there is a place for 
the Ten Commandments and 
other key historical documents in 
our classrooms.
	 We will always be a state that 
supports our strong Alabama 
values.
	 Part of what makes Alabama 
the best state in which to live, work 
and raise a family is that we have 
opportunities for our men and 
women to earn a solid wage and 
provide for their families.
	 This evening, I am proud to 

report that since I have been gov-
ernor, over $55 billion dollars have 
been invested in our state, creating 
some 93,000 jobs and counting.
	 In Alabama, we understand 
how to make a successful business 
climate. Our new Senate Pro Tem 
Gudger is a small business owner 
himself, and I have been proud to 
partner with him, and all of you, to 
help build on our economic mo-
mentum.
	 Part of building a strong econ-
omy is having strong infrastruc-
ture. Transportation infrastruc-
ture, digital infrastructure and 
water and sewer infrastructure. 
We are tackling it all.
	 I am proud to report that 
thanks to Rebuild Alabama alone, 
we have embarked on nearly 500 
road and bridge projects across 
every single county in the state.
	 Alabama is also being rec-
ognized as a national model for 
broadband deployment. Since 
taking office, we have supported 
over 200 expansion projects, 
which will allow more than 
142,000 more addresses to be con-
nected to high-speed internet.
	 For the first time, the state 
has directed funding towards 
495 water and sewer infrastruc-
ture projects statewide, and that 
is largely thanks to the work of 
ADEM Director Lance LeFleur. 
And after 15 years of serving our 
state in this capacity, Lance will 
retire in May. Lance, we commend 
you and wish you well.
	 The Alabama momentum is 
real. And while we are creating a 
record number of jobs and main-
taining low levels of unemploy-
ment, we still have a lot of work to 
increase our labor force participa-
tion rate.
	 Through our passage of the 
Working for Alabama legislation 
last year, we are establishing the 
new Alabama Department of 
Workforce to replace the Depart-
ment of Labor. I am excited to have 
Secretary Greg Reed leading these 
efforts.
	 We must ensure a path for ev-
eryone who wants a job to get one, 
especially our veterans.
	 To our Alabama veterans: You 
have our utmost respect and admi-
ration. You have taken care of us, 
and so now, we must take care of 
you.
	 We will work to make sure you 
have all the resources readily avail-
able.
	 I am proud to support legisla-
tion from Senator Andrew Jones 
and Representative Ed Oliver to 
make the Department of Veterans 
Affairs part of the Governor’s Cab-
inet.
	 We will also restructure our 
Board so that our veterans – of all 
eras across every military branch 
– are best represented. The goal 
is to have a Board that is a team 
player within the executive branch 
and can fiercely and effectively 
advocate for the unique needs of 
veterans of every generation – and 
their families.
	 Our veterans are not only part 
of the fabric of our great nation. 
They are our fellow Alabamians.
	 They are our neighbors, our 
colleagues, family and friends. 
Here with us from Huntsville this 
evening is an Army veteran, Jae 
Barclay, along with his beautiful 
family.
	 Jae was serving in Afghanistan 
when a land mine exploded and 
engulfed his body in flames. That 
same day was his and his wife, Si-
erra’s, first wedding anniversary. 
And just seven days later, they 
welcomed their first daughter, Ad-
dison.
	 In natural fighter fashion – in 

Alabamian fashion – he not only 
survived, he came home and over-
came unimaginable obstacles and 
lives an outstanding life. He has a 
great job and a loving family. He is 
living the American Dream, and it 
is because of brave veterans like 
Jae that we can all live the Amer-
ican Dream.
	 Jae, what an honor it is to have 
you here with us. Please stand and 
let us thank you for your outstand-
ing service to our nation.
	 The safety and security of our 
people is paramount.
	 A top security concern of 
every American is protecting our 
borders.
	 Securing the Southern Border 
is securing Alabama’s border. And 
today is a new day in America with 
President Trump at the helm. He 
has wasted no time in leading on 
this very important issue.
	 Our own U.S. Senator Katie 
Britt is also an important cham-
pion of securing our borders. She 
is showing Washington, D.C. that 
Alabama means business. The 
Laken Riley Act is now law with 
President Trump’s signature, and 
I am urging Congress to pass Sen-
ator Britt’s Wall Act that will help 
finish building the wall and elim-
inate federal benefits for illegals. 
It’s time to restore common sense.
	 Here in Alabama, we are sup-
porting President Trump in his 
mission. I have directed my cabi-
net agencies – including the Ala-
bama National Guard and ALEA – 
to continue standing ready to lend 
assistance where needed.
	 At the same time, we know 
every state in the nation is grap-
pling with increasing public safety 
challenges, but I believe Alabama 
can lead on tackling this problem.
	 Bolstering public safety is my 
number one priority this session, 
and I am proud to partner with 
Speaker Ledbetter and a biparti-
san group of legislators in putting 
forward a package of bills that will 
back the blue and combat inner 
city gun violence.
	 To back the blue, we will 
provide law enforcement with en-
hanced legal protections that allow 
them to carry out their duties cou-
rageously and effectively – without 
fear of Monday morning quarter-

backing in the courts.
	 We will support long-serving 
law enforcement families through 
dependent scholarships. Y’all, our 
men and women in blue put ev-
erything on the line. They need to 
know: Alabama has their backs.
	 We will crack down on inner 
city violence by enhancing pen-
alties for dangerous felons with 
guns. We will expand Aniah’s 
law, boost our successful Metro 
Area Crime Suppression Unit, 
ban Glock switches, and we will 
enhance supervision of high-risk 
juveniles. Working together, we 
will create a safer Alabama.
	 Finally, we must not just be 
strong on crime – but also smart 
on crime.
	 While we are moving forward 
in building two new men’s prisons 
and graduating a record number 
of corrections officers, we must 
also see that DOC resources are 
reserved for the worst of the worst 
offenders. That is why I am sup-
porting the Second Chance Act. 
This commonsense reform will 
help us focus our taxpayer dollars 
on the most pressing public safety 
needs.
	 A safe Alabama is a secure 
future for Alabama, and a secured 
future is our goal. So, now, let’s 
look ahead and keep making great 
strides for the people who call Al-
abama home.
	 Let’s pass responsible budgets 
that do not grow government. Let’s 
support our students, teachers and 
families.
	 Let’s support our economy and 
high-wage jobs.
	 Let’s ensure more money stays 
in our taxpayers’ pockets.
	 Let’s support our veterans. 
And let’s foster safe communities.
	 Y’all, I am proud of Alabama. 
I am proud of our citizens. I am 
proud to continue leading our 
state forward. And I am humbled 
to be a governor of all the people.
	 The people of Alabama de-
serve our very best. Future gener-
ations of Alabamians deserve our 
hardest work today.
	 This is our opportunity. So, 
let’s not waste a moment.
	 Thank you, and may God con-
tinue to bless each of you and the 
great state of Alabama!

Staff Reports
Contributor
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                                         Legal Notice 
 Notice is hereby given to all owners, secured parties and 
lienholders of the following described motor vehicle, which I have 
a right to sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance 
with the State of Alabama abandoned vehicle law, Statues, 
Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 32 and Alabama Law Act Number 
83-494-S-80. 
 

  2013 Chevrolet Malibu Vin 1G11B5SA8DF183211 
 
 This vehicle will be sold to pay storage and or repair fee at Ponder      
Wrecker Service, 2600 AL HWY 157, Cullman AL, 35058, on    
March 4, 2025 at 8:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Sealed proposals, in duplicate, from Qualified General Con-
tractors will be received by the Awarding Authority: Cull-
man City Board of Education, 301 1st Street NE, Cullman, 
AL 35055, until 2:00 p.m. local time, Tuesday, February 25, 
2025, for:

ELEVATOR REPLACEMENT FOR CULLMAN CITY 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

ARCHITECT JOB NO. 24-79

At such time and place, the bids will be opened and read. 
Bids that are received via mail and not presented at the bid 
opening are to be considered non-responsive. It is the re-
sponsibility of the bidder to assure that bids are presented 
at the time of the bid if they choose to mail the bid. Con-
tractors must notify the Awarding Authority if a bid is to be 
received by mail.

A cashier’s check or bid bond payable to Cullman City Board 
of Education in an amount not less than five (5) percent 
of the amount of the proposal, but in no event more than 
$10,000.00, must accompany the bidder’s proposal for each 
project.  Performance and Payment Bonds and evidence of 
insurance as required in the bid documents will be required 
at the signing of the Contract.

Drawings and specifications for the project may be viewed 
on the Digital Plan Room at Alabama Graphics (algraphic-
splanroom.com).  Private Jobs with Password. Password is 
lathan. 

Prior to issuance of plans and specifications, all Contrac-
tors must provide evidence that they are properly licensed 
for the classification of work for this project. Evidence shall 
be in the form of a copy of current license clearly indicating 
all classifications, or sub-classifications, bid limits, license 
number; and expiration date.  

General Contractor Bidders may obtain digital copies of 
drawings and specifications from the Architect for each 
project upon receipt of Application for Bid. General Con-
tractors will then be placed on Official Bidders List.  Hard 
copy sets of drawings/ specifications will be available to 
General Contractors for purchase directly from the docu-
ment printer: Alabama Graphics. Addenda and other pro-
posal information will be issued only to holders of drawings 
and specifications distributed by the Architect and on the 
Official Bidders List.  Release of contract documents to the 
bidder does not imply acceptance of the bidder’s qualifica-
tions by the Owner or Architect. 

Bids received from General Contractors who are not on 
the Official Bidders List may not be accepted or opened.  
Lathan Associates Architects, P.C. makes no guarantee for 
plans and specifications obtained by Contractors and Ven-
dors from sources other than the printed contract docu-
ments provided by their firm.  Contractors and Vendors 
who base their pricing from contract documents obtained 
from other electronic sources, either in part or whole, do so 
at their own risk.

Bids must be submitted on proposal forms furnished by the 
Architect or copies thereof, issued either with the original 
contract documents or by addendum. General Contractors 
shall not use Proposal Forms other than those provided in 
the contract documents. 

All bidders bidding in amounts exceeding that established 
by the State Licensing Board for General Contractors must 
be licensed under the provisions of Title 34, Chapter 8, 
Code of Alabama, 1975.  The Bidder must display current 
General Contractor’s License Number on the outside of the 
sealed envelope in which the proposal is delivered, or it will 
not be considered by the Architect or Owner.  The Owner 
reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and to waive 
technical errors if, in the Owner’s judgment, the best inter-
ests of the Owner will thereby be promoted.

Cullman City Board of Education 
Awarding Authority
Lathan Associates Architects, P.C.
205-988-9112

Directive (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man County Presiding Judge 
Gregory Nicholas recently 
issued a directive clarifying 
the status of nursing mothers 
called to jury duty.  According 
to Nicholas, nursing mothers 
have always been excused in 
Cullman County, but a recent 
Alabama Supreme Court 
order prompted county court 
systems to define their poli-
cies in writing.

Judge Nicholas’ statement 
“There has been some con-
fusion regarding nursing 
mothers summoned for jury 
service as a result of an inci-
dent that occurred recently 
in another county.  While 
we have always excused 
nursing mothers in Cullman 
County who have received a 
jury summons, the Alabama 
Supreme Court recently or-
dered all presiding judges in 
each judicial circuit to adopt 
written guidelines to address 
the issue. In 2016 a local rule 
was adopted that authorized 
specific court officials to 
excuse or defer jury service 
in advance of court for a juror 
experiencing an extreme 
hardship. Pursuant to the Al-

abama Supreme Court order, 
a local rule adopted in 2016 
now specifically states that 
actively nursing an infant 
qualifies as a recognized 
hardship. Hopefully, this 
will relieve any anxiety that 
nursing mothers may have 
in our county who receive a 
summons for jury service. 
While jury service is an im-
portant duty of citizenship, 
local judges understand that 
sometimes a person is simply 
unable to serve as a result of 
a legitimate hardship and the 
law allows for deferment of 
jury service to a later date.”

Judge Nicholas’ order 
Whereas the Alabama 
Supreme Court recently 
issued an order instructing 
all presiding circuit judges 
of this State to adopt local 
procedures that permit pro-
spective jurors claiming an 
undue or extreme physical or 
financial hardship to obtain 
an excuse from jury service 
before the prospective juror's 
summoned date; and
	 Whereas a local adminis-
trative order was previously 
adopted authorizing certain 
individuals in this judicial 
circuit to grant excuses from 
jury service for reasons of 
undue hardship prior to the 

date jurors are scheduled to 
report; and
	 Whereas it is generally 
acknowledged that a mother 
actively nursing an infant 
constitutes a hardship and 
qualifies the mother to be ex-
cused or deferred from jury 
service pursuant to Code of 
Alabama § 12-16-63(b)(2);
	 Whereas, even though 
serving as a juror is one of 
the most important duties 
of American citizenship and 
provides individuals with an 
opportunity to directly par-
ticipate in the administration 
of justice in their community, 
there sometimes exist cir-
cumstances that make jury 
service impracticable.
	 Therefore, in consider-
ation of the foregoing, it is 
hereby ORDERED as follows:
	 1.	 A prospective juror 
summoned to appear for jury 
service in this judicial circuit 
may request, in advance of 
the summoned date, to be 
excused or to have his or her 
service postponed to a later 
date because of any undue or 
extreme physical or financial 
hardship.
	 2.	 Any prospective 
juror who is actively nursing 
an infant or who is the sole 
care giver for another person 
who is unable to care for him-

self or herself due to mental 
or physical deficiencies or 
tender age shall qualify as a 
person entitled to be excused 
from jury service pursuant 
to § 12-16-63, Ala. Code 1975. 
An individual summoned for 
jury service who is able to 
obtain an appropriate sub-
stitute caregiver during the 
period of jury service does 
not qualify as a sole caregiver.
	 3.	 A request for post-
ponement or to be excused 
from jury service because of 
an extreme hardship may be 
made in advance of the date 
a prospective juror is sum-
moned to appear by filing a 
request at juror.alacourt.gov, 
using a smart phone, tablet, 
or computer. If a prospective 
juror does not have internet 
access a request may also be 
made by contacting the Cull-
man County Circuit Court 
Clerk either in person or tele-
phone. An individual seeking 
to be excused or to have jury 
service postponed shall pro-
vide sufficient facts to enable 
an authorized court official to 
make an informed decision 
regarding the request. 
	 4.	 Pursuant to Section 
12-16-145 of the Code of Ala-
bama (1975), for good cause 
shown, the following named 
court officials shall have au-

thority to excuse or postpone 
jury service of a summoned 
juror: Circuit Court Clerk, 
Lisa McSwain; Lisa An-
drews; Cherie Griffin; Debbie 
Nelson; and Ashley Wilhite. 
Except for those individuals 
named herein, the authority 
of any court official desig-
nated by a previous order to 
excuse or postpone jury ser-
vice to a future date is hereby 
revoked. The authority of 
designated court officials to 
excuse or postpone jury ser-
vice shall not apply in capital 
murder cases. In those cases, 
only a judge shall be autho-
rized to excuse jurors in con-
formity with existing court 
rules and procedures. 
	 5.	 The Cullman 
County Circuit Court Clerk 
is directed to create and to 
maintain a written or elec-
tronic record identifying 
each individual that has 
been disqualified or excused 
from jury service or whose 
service has been postponed 
pursuant to this Order. In 
addition, the record shall 
contain a brief statement as 
to the reason for the disqual-
ification, postponement or 
excusal and the name of the 
court official making the de-
cision. All records regarding 
excusing a prospective juror 

or postponement of jury ser-
vice shall be maintained for a 
period of at least four years or 
as may be otherwise ordered. 
	 6.	 A decision on the 
request to be excused or to 
postpone jury service to a 
later date shall be made by an 
authorized official as soon as 
reasonably practicable upon 
receipt of the request. The 
prospective juror shall be 
promptly informed of the de-
cision regarding his or her re-
quest to be excused from jury 
service by telephone, email or 
by letter mailed at least four 
days prior to the date listed 
on the juror summons.
	 7.	 Nothing herein 
shall be construed to pre-
clude a prospective juror 
from asking to be excused 
from jury service due to hard-
ship on the date listed in the 
jury summons, but any such 
request shall be made prior to 
the beginning of voir dire. 
	 8.	 A copy of this Order 
shall accompany each juror 
summons issued to indi-
viduals summoned for jury 
service in the 32nd Judicial 
Circuit, State of Alabama.
	 9.	 The Cullman 
County Circuit Court Clerk 
shall provide a copy of this 
order to the Administrative 
Director of Courts.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Fairview (from Front)
council has been discussing 
for several months, it heard 
from consultants with en-
gineering firm CDG Engi-
neering, who addressed the 
council regarding what grant 

money will cover versus what 
the Town will have to pay for 
from local funds. 
	 Mayor Keith Henry reas-
sured the council that many 
groups have volunteered re-

sources and labor stating,  “I 
have commitment for equip-
ment usage… (and) a good bit 
of the concession stands…We 
can take bids on what else we 
need done.” 

In other business, the 
council discussed: 
•	 Patching Wesley Avenue 
and Butler Street is under-
way
•	 181 players have signed up 

to play spring youth T-ball/
softball/baseball

•	 Council members must 
complete and file ethics 
forms by March meeting 

The next Fairview Town 
Council meeting is scheduled 
for 6 p.m. on March 3, 2025, 
at Fairview Town Hall, locat-
ed at 7525 Alabama Highway 
69.
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Obituary Announcements: Feb. 4-5
Billie Faye Glover, 94
Funeral services for Billie 
Faye Cornett Glover, 94, of 
Cullman, will be at 1 p.m., 
Thursday, Feb. 6 2025, at 
Cullman Funeral Home 
Chapel with interment in 
Hopewell Cemetery, Rev. 
Steve Rodgers officiating. 
The family will receive 
friends at the funeral home 
on Thursday from 11 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to work 
with the family. Faye was 
born Nov. 15, 1930, to 
parents James Monroe 
and Vola ‘Junia’ Cornett. 
She was a census taker 
for the U.S. government 
and enjoyed working 
and crocheting. Faye was 
preceded in death by her 
parents; brothers, Jack 
Cornett and Henry Hardie 
Cornett; sister, Elouise 
Huffstuttler. Survivors 
include her two sons, Don 
Robert Glover and Dan 
Craig Glover; brother, 
Ronnie Cornett, sister 
Dorotha Waters; a host 
of grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, great 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 
and family and friends. 

Dalton Lane Herfurth, 25
Celebration of Life Service 
for Dalton Lane Herfurth, 
age 25 of Vinemont, will 
be at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Feb. 5, 2025, at Desperation 
Church with Pastor Andy 
Heis officiating; Visitation 
will be from 1 p.m. - 3 
p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 
5, 2025, at Desperation 
Church. Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. Mr. 
Herfurth passed away too 
soon on Sunday, Feb. 2, 
2025, at Princeton Baptist 
Medical Center. He was 
born April 9, 1999, to 
Jason (Tina) Herfurth and 
Robbie (Jeremy) Baggett. 
He was preceded in death 
by his grandmother, "Mee 
Maw" Betty Vaughn; 
grandparents, "Pawpaw" 
Jack Greene, "Mee Maw" 

Sandy Greene; great 
grandfather, "Gran" 
Charles Herfurth; great 
grandmother, "Mom Beck" 
Rebecca Herfurth, cousins, 
Clay Tipton and Nicholas 
Lovell. Survivors include 
his parents; daughter, 
Brynlee Rose Herfurth; 
sister, Christi (Wesley) 
Yarbrough; brothers, 
Joey (Joy) Duncan, Zack 
Duncan, Hunter (Chloe) 
Herfurth; grandparents, 
Charles (Diane) Herfurth; 
girlfriend, Jessica Lynn 
Dye and daughter Stormi. 
Family remembers Dalton 
as a loving son, brother 
and father to his girls. He 
loved nature and hunting 
and fishing with his 
brother. He had the biggest 
smile and kind nature 
about him. He would 
help anybody, anytime. 
He will be dearly missed.

Wendy Kay Wilhite, 58
Wendy Kay Wilhite, age 
58, of Cullman, Alabama, 
passed away on Friday, 
Jan. 31, 2025. Wendy was 
a loving wife and mother. 
Wendy dedicated her life 
to higher education and 
served as an educator 
teaching math. Wendy is 
survived by her husband, 
Terry Wilhite; her children 
Peyton Wilhite(Josh), 
Maddie Wilhite and Elijah 
Wilhite(Kristen); her 
sisters Nena Goodwin and 
Sandra Goodwin. and a 
host of extended family 
and friends. Wendy was 
preceded in death by her 
parents Billy and Virginia 
Goodwin. A celebration 
of life graveside service 
for Wendy will be held 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2025, 
at 2 p.m. Wendy will be 
laid to rest in Cullman 
City Cemetery, 812 Ninth 
Avenue SW, Cullman, 
Alabama 35055-4812. 
To leave condolences 
for the Wilhite family 
visit mossservicefh.
com.  Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing. 

Jimmie Don 
Buchanan, 77
Funeral Service for Jimmie 
Don Buchanan, age 77 of 
Vinemont, will be at 2 p.m. 
on Wednesday, February 5, 
2025, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home with Rev. 
Jim Abbott officiating; 
burial at Flint Creek 
Cemetery. Visitation will 
be from 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, February 5, 
2025, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. 
Mr. Buchanan passed away 
on Friday, Jan. 31, 2025, at 
his residence. He was born 
July 31, 1947, to Richard 
Henry Buchanan and Lola 
Mae Duskin Buchanan. He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents and daughter 
Julie Buchanan. Survivors 
include his wife, Kathy 
Buchanan; son, Paul 
(Victoria) Buchanan; 
daughter, Tracy Blossom; 
stepdaughters, Cindy 
(Mike) Butler, Sharon 
(Roger) Allred and Renda 
Abbott; stepsons, Alan (Jill) 
Pair and Jason Pair and 
a Host of grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, 
family and friends.

Cora England Lowry, 83
Cora England Lowry, 83 of 
Cullman, Alabama, passed 
away peacefully on Feb. 2, 
2025, surrounded by her 
family. Born on June 5, 
1941, she lived a life defined 
by kindness, devotion, 
and unwavering loyalty to 
those she loved. One of nine 
siblings, Cora cherished 
her family, caring for them 
and spending time together 
throughout her life. Their 
relationships were built on 
love, grace, and a wonderful 
dose of good humor and 
fun. In 1967, she married 
Doyle “Gus” Lowry, and 
for 53 years, they shared a 
marriage grounded in love, 
understanding, and deep 
appreciation for each other. 
For 39 years, Cora was a 

dedicated employee of 
Greif Brothers Inc., where 
she was known for her 
strong work ethic, loyalty, 
and the lasting friendships 
she formed with her 
coworkers. Cora lived 
generously and positively. 
She worshipped and served 
faithfully and joyfully at 
First Presbyterian Church. 
She welcomed everyone 
with an infectious smile 
and a gracious heart. Her 
cooking was legendary. 
Holiday meals, especially 
her Thanksgiving feasts 
and summer BBQs, were 
cherished traditions. She 
adored Gus, her children, 
her grandson Louis, her 
siblings, visiting with 
friends, church suppers, 
shopping trips with 
Glenda, reading a good 
book, and watching sports 
or Westerns on TV. Even 
as her health declined 
in recent years, Cora 
met each challenge and 
transition with remarkable 
cheerfulness and grace, 
leaving a lasting impact on 
her family and caregivers. 
She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Gus; her parents, William 
Howard England and 
Mabell Kilgo England; 
and her sisters, Francis 
England, Sybil Monk, 
Pamela Brown, Patricia 
Lee, Sandra Mathis, and 
Wanda Witcher. She is 
survived by her sons, John 
(Katharyn) and Steve; 
her grandson, Louis; her 
sister, Glenda James; her 
brother, Michael England; 
and many beloved nieces 
and nephews. A reception 
and visitation will be held 
from 12 a.m. - 1 p.m. with a 
memorial service to follow 
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
February 8, at Cullman 
First Presbyterian 
Church. In lieu of flowers, 
the family suggests 
donations be made to 
First Presbyterian Church 
in her memory. To leave 
condolences for the family 

please visit mossservicefh.
com.  Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing. 

Rebecca Ann 
Moore Elliott, 73
Funeral services for 
Rebecca Ann Moore 
Elliott, 73 of Birmingham, 
will be at 2 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 8, 2025, at Cullman 
Funeral Home Chapel 
with interment in Bethel 
Methodist Cemetery in 
Eva. The family will receive 
friends at the funeral home 
on Saturday from 12-2 p.m. 
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to work with 
the family. Mrs. Elliott 
was born March 24, 1951, 
to parents Hubert Wesley 
and Euleta Moore. She was 
a very caring person and 
worked as a microbiologist 
for almost 50 years. She 
loved God and her family 
and enjoyed spending time 
studying her Bible. She will 
be greatly missed. Rebecca 
was preceded in death 
by her parents; brothers, 
Kenneth Moore, Ronald 
Moore and Alan Moore; 
and infant sister, Elaine 
Moore. Survivors include 
her husband William ‘Bill’ 
Elliott; sisters, Delene 
Shedd, Kay Price, and 
Natasha Kelley; several 
nieces and nephews; and a 
host of family and friends. 

Dana Lee Reyes, 55
Funeral Service for Dana 
Lee Reyes, age 55 of 
Cullman, will be at 1 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 10, 2025, at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home; burial at Ebenezer 
Cemetery. Visitation will 
be from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 10, 2025, at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home. Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. Mrs. 
Reyes passed away on 
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2025, 
at her residence. She was 
born, April 4, 1969, to 
Robert Taylor and Shirley 
Taylor. She was preceded in 

death by her parents; sister, 
Brenda Jeffers and brother, 
Ronald Taylor. Survivors 
include her 2 sons, 
Antonio (Raydeen) Taylor 
and Eric Taylor; three 
grandchildren, Aubrey 
Taylor, Zaysten Taylor and 
Amelia Taylor; two sisters. 
Ronda (Randall) Guess 
and Janie Abner; brother, 
Robbie (Lonie) Taylor.

Etta Christeen 
Tolbert, 88
Etta Christeen Tolbert, 
age 88 of Cullman, died 
Monday, Feb. 3, 2025, at 
Woodland Village nursing 
home. Christeen was a 
long-time seamstress 
at Cullman Lingerie. 
Christeen was a lifelong 
member of Beulah Church 
of the Nazarene in Crane 
Hill. She was an important 
part of the church family, 
specializing in her musical, 
financial and caring 
ministries. She had a heart 
of giving and always tried 
to keep the peace. The 
giving and caregiving heart 
demonstrated itself in her 
being a wonderful caregiver 
to both her mother and 
her husband until their 
passings. She is preceded 
in death by her parents: 
Floyd Abraham and Velma 
Vercy Sharpton Williams; 
Husband, Hubert Tolbert; 
an infant son; and her 
brothers: Jerry Williams 
and Leon (Carol) Williams; 
Christeen is survived by 
her brother, Carl (Hester) 
Williams and several 
nieces and nephews. The 
family will receive friends 
on Sunday, Feb. 9, 2025 
from 2 p.m. until the 
Celebration of Christeen’s 
life which will begin at 
3 p.m. at Moss Service 
Funeral Home. Burial 
will follow at Baldwin 
Heights Cemetery. To leave 
condolences for the family 
please visit mossservicefh.
com.  Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Jubilee Coffee and Wine 
Bar marks grand opening

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

Directive (from Front)

KATIE FINE

Jubilee Coffee and Wine Bar hosted its ribbon cutting and grand opening Tuesday, Feb. 
4, 2025, with over 50 attendees present. Jubilee Coffee and Wine Bar is located at 515 
Fourth St. SW, Suite 101, in the Cullman Savings Bank/Flying Fifty Hotel building.

LAUREN ESTES/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE LAUREN ESTES/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

MOVING SALE
FEBRUARY 8,2025 8 AM - 1 PM

551 COUNTY ROAD 1652 CULLMAN, ALABAMA 35058
Dark Oak Bed Headboard/footboard, oak
kitchen table with 6 chairs, Pottery Barn
Comforter with matching curtains/pillow
shams/ pie safe/pictures/bed spreads/

entertainment center/large glass front curio
cabinet, TV stands/desk and much more.

CASH ONLY
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CHS senior Hollis shines at 2024 
Art Expo for High School Students

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Uni-
versity of Alabama in Hunts-
ville (UAH) was the place to 
be on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, 
as the university hosted 
the 2024 Art Expo for High 
School Students in Wilson 
Hall.  Elianna Hollis, a senior 
at Cullman High School, 
placed first in the Expo’s 
Works on Paper division. 
	 Exceptional work was 
showcased from high school 
students in north central Al-
abama from the visual arts.  
Student art submissions 
were displayed on the UAH 
campus from Oct. 24-Nov. 
16.  The 2024 Art Expo cul-
minated with a Saturday af-
ternoon filled with activities 

that included tours of the art 
facilities for the student art-
ists, active demonstrations of 
technology used in the arts, 
delicious food for the student 
participants and their guests, 
engaging interactions with 
the UAH Art, Art History and 
Design faculty members and 
an exciting awards program.  
	 Student art judged for the 
competition included a wide 
range of mediums, including 
works on paper, painting, dig-
ital media and design, mixed 
media, 3D art and photogra-
phy.
	 Awards of Merit were se-
lected by a review committee 
of UAH Art faculty, led by Jill 
Johnson, department chair 
of UAH Art, Art History and 
Design.  Honorable Mention, 
Third Place, Second Place, 

First Place, runner-up Best in 
Show, and Best in Show win-
ners were announced during 
the awards program.  Hollis’ 
entry, titled “Fade,” was a 
self-portrait drawn entirely 
with  colored pencils.
	 Winners received certif-
icates of merit and large art 
portfolio cases filled with a 
variety of professional art 
supplies.  Hollis is the pres-
ident of the CHS National 
Art Honor Society and is the 
daughter of Paul Hollis and 
Jill Bishop-Hollis of Cull-
man. 
	 The award-winning art 
(including Hollis’ self-por-
trait) can be viewed online 
at www.uah.edu/images/
colleges/arts-humanities-so-
cial-sciences/art/expo/art_
expo_2024.pdf. 

Staff Reports
Contributor

JILL BISHOP-HOLLIS

Pictured at the UAH Art Expo for High School Students 2024 are UAH Art, Art History and Design 
Department Chair Jill Johnson and student Elianna Hollis next to her award-winning self-portrait.
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NEWNEW

EXCLUDED
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$40
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PRICES SLASHED!

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1
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Baileyton (from Front)

BAILEYTON, Ala. — The 
Baileyton Town Council at its 
Feb. 3 meeting talked sports 
fees and salary increases, de-
cided to increase the former 
and forgo the latter.  
	 Registration for youth 
softball/baseball/T-ball is 
open now through Feb. 28. 
The council discussed the 
rising cost of paying umpires 
and maintenance.
	 Keeping in competition 
with other local recreation 
leagues, which it said charge 
upward of $80, Mayor Win-
dell Calloway suggested an 
increase to Baileyton’s regis-
tration fees. 
	 “I would like us to in-
crease the price $10 per 
child,” he proposed.

	 "The Town of Baileyton 
offers a discount for families 
with multiple children par-
ticipating. Rates are now $55 
for one child, $100 for two 
children and $110 for three 
children.   
	 According to Alabama 
law, every four years the 
council may vote to propose 
a raise for council members. 
February 2025 marks the be-
ginning of a new term for the 
Baileyton Town Council, so 
the issues of a raise was pre-
sented. 
	 Calloway made clear, “I 
am not advocating either 
way; I just have to make it 
known to you.” 
	 Councilman Dewayne 
Sumner made a motion to 
proceed with the current pay 
rate without increase. The 
council agreed unanimously.

In other business:
•	 The council conducted a 
first reading of an ordinance 
concerning electronic ballot 
counters. The ordinance will 
be approved or denied at the 
March monthly meeting. 
•	 Calloway discussed Bai-
leyton Bargain Days. He 
stated, “The last Bargain 
Days did really well. We made 
over $5,000. We will have an-
other one on March 1.”
•	 Sumner suggested work-
ing with the fire department 
to increase options for warm-
ing centers in the community 
in case of emergency situa-
tions. 

The next Baileyton Town 
Council meeting will be 
Monday, March 3, at 7 p.m. at 
Baileyton Town Hall, located 
at 95 Fire Station Road.

Katie Spicer
katie@cullmantoday.com

Hanceville’s McKean named to Abilene Christian University fall 2024 Dean's Honor Roll

Cullman’s Jiang named to fall 2024 Dean's List at Georgia Tech

ABILENE, Texas — 
Abilene Christian Uni-
versity has named Kaci 
McKean of Hanceville to 

the fall 2024 Dean's Honor 
Roll. McKean is a senior Art 
major.
	 McKean is among more 
than 1,800 students named 
to the fall 2024 Dean's 
Honor Roll.

	 To qualify for the Dean's 
Honor Roll, students must 
be registered for 12 or more 
credit hours and earn a GPA 
of 3.6 or higher.
	 Abilene Christian Uni-
versity serves a diverse 

student population of about 
6,700 with world-class 
teaching in a Christ-cen-
tered community. Found-
ed in 1906, this national 
research university offers 
online and residential un-

dergraduate and graduate 
programs. Students choose 
from 87 baccalaureate 
majors that include more 
than 171 areas of study, as 
well as 71 areas of study in 
master's degree and spe-

cialist programs and four 
doctoral programs.
	 ACU's mission is to ed-
ucate students for Chris-
tian service and leadership 
throughout the world. 
Learn more at acu.edu.

ATLANTA, Ga. — Allen 
Jiang of Cullman made the 
Dean's List for the fall 2024 
semester at the Georgia In-
stitute of Technology. This 
designation is awarded to 
undergraduate students 

who have earned a 3.0 or 
higher academic average for 
the semester.
	 Read about other ac-
complished scholars at 
www.gatech.edu/academ-
ics/student-achievement 
and learn about Georgia 
Tech's goal to attract, retain 
and inspire more students 

by visiting https://trans-
formingtomorrow.gatech.
edu/lives. 
	 The Georgia Institute 
of Technology, or Geor-
gia Tech, is one of the top 
public research universities 
in the U.S., developing lead-
ers who advance technology 
and improve the human 

condition.
	 The Institute offers 
business, computing, 
design, engineering, liberal 
arts, and sciences degrees, 
as well as professional de-
velopment and K-12 pro-
grams for fostering success 
at every stage of life.
	 Its more than 53,000 un-

dergraduate and graduate 
students represent 54 U.S. 
states and territories and 
more than 143 countries.
	 They study at the main 
campus in Atlanta, at in-
structional sites around the 
world, and through distance 
and online learning.
	 As a leading technologi-

cal university, Georgia Tech 
is an engine of economic de-
velopment for Georgia, the 
Southeast, and the nation, 
conducting more than $1 
billion in research annually 
for government, industry, 
and society.
	 For more information, 
visit gatech.edu. 

Wendy Kilmer
Abilene Christian University

Ayana Isles
Georgia Tech

‘Cultivating Cullman’: Chamber Luncheon spotlights local agriculture

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman Area Chamber of 
Commerce recently held 
its latest Community Lun-
cheon, this time with a theme 
of “Cultivating Cullman,” 
with special guest, Alabama 
Department of Agriculture & 
Industries Deputy Commis-
sioner Tami Culver Allen.
	 The event, held at Stone 
Bridge Farms, had a large 
turnout, and Culver Allen 
shared insights into Ala-
bama’s agricultural sector 
and highlighted the impact 
of the department’s work.
	 She discussed Sweet 
Grown Alabama, described 
on its website as “a non-prof-
it foundation that enhances 

marketing opportunities for 
Alabama farmers by con-
necting retailers and con-
sumers to Alabama grown 
foods and other agricultural 
products.” 
	 Culver Allen stressed the 
importance of supporting 
local farmers and how essen-
tial they are to the backbones 
of local communities. 
	 “Without the farmers in 
our communities, our food 
supply chain would not look 
like what it looks like today, 
and we are so thankful for 
growers and producers be-
cause they are truly doing 
the Lord's work,” she said. 
	 Sweet Grown Alabama 
operates independently to 
ensure the program’s con-
tinuation even when a new 
commissioner moves in, 

she explained, saying the 
program provides residents 
with recognizable labels so 
that when they buy prod-
ucts, they can easily identify 
locally grown and produced 
goods, strengthening the 
local agricultural economy.
	 Culver Allen said local 
farmers and programs like 
Sweet Grown Alabama help 
form a connection with 
buyers and locally grown 
products help support local 
businesses, food security and 
the state economy.
	 As we face a decline in 
generational farming, she 
explained, it’s more import-
ant than ever to recognize 
the value of local agriculture. 
	 Learn more about Sweet 
Grown Alabama at www.
sweetgrownalabama.org.

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com
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The Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce on Jan. 31, 2025, held its latest 
Community Luncheon, this time with a theme of “Cultivating Cullman.”




