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THE YEAR
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NEW 2025 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLT

STK#58112
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20" POLISHED 

ALUMINUM 
WHEELS | X31 

OFF ROAD 
SUSPENSION 

| CHROME 
ASSIST STEPS
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$13,000
OFF!

Chamber Gala celebrates 
accomplishments

OmniPlex nearing completion
CULLMAN, Ala. — The city 
of Cullman is gaining a new 
state-of-the-art complex that 
it says promises growth in 
sports tourism, local recre-
ation and events. The grand 
opening of the new OmniPlex 
Sports and Civic Center is 
quickly approaching, with the 

first tournament set for April 
4-6, and public access coming 
a month or two later, in time 
for the summer months.
 The sale of the old Cull-
man Civic Center to Desper-
ation Church in 2019 set the 
wheels in motion for the Om-
niPlex. City leaders saw Cull-
man growing into a hub for 
sports tourism, and said the 
need to support and house 

both community and sports 
events was increasing. Mayor 
Woody Jacobs acknowledged 
the city has outgrown its cur-
rent facilities, stating, “We’ve 
turned into a kind of sports 
tourism town, and we knew 
we needed more than just a 
couple of basketball courts.”
 The OmniPlex will offer 
many new features and ame-
nities the commu-

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman Area Chamber of 
Commerce on Thursday, 
March 20, hosted the 82nd 
annual Chamber Gala at 
Stone Bridge Farms. It was 
an elegant evening full of live 
jazz music, food and spar-
kling champagne. 
 Chamber President Joey 
Orr celebrated the Cham-
ber’s accomplishments over 
the past year. She said the 
Chamber welcomed 169 new 
members and reported fi-
nancial growth. Increasing 
engagement with local, state 
and national policymakers 
was acknowledged, as was 
the addition of a new employ-
ee focused on state govern-
ment affairs. She also said the 
Chamber plans to undergo a 
voluntary five-year audit to 
maintain transparency and 

accountability.
 Several outstanding busi-
nesses and individuals were 
recognized for their contri-
butions to Cullman County. 
 Mary Carter Store, which 
was awarded Small Business 
of the Year, was recognized 
for its service to the commu-
nity, specifically for selling 
13,000 pairs of solar eclipse 
glasses in 2017, and its pre-
paredness with snow sup-
plies during the snow storm 
early this year. 
 Linda Pope was the re-
cipient of the Lucille Galin 
Public Service Award. She 
was honored for her 41 years 
of service as a town clerk in 
Holly Pond, working under 
several mayors and signifi-
cantly impacting the devel-
opment of the Holly Pond 
community. 
 The Emma Marie Ed-
dleman Citizenship Award 
went to Peggy Smith, who 

drove Cullman’s economic 
growth for over 30 years as 
director of the Cullman Eco-
nomic Development Agency. 
Smith played a critical role 
in expanding industries, in-
cluding bringing major com-
panies such as Walmart Dis-
tribution, Topre America and 
REHAU to Cullman. She also 
assisted in getting the Bass-
master fishing tournament to 
Smith Lake.
 Another important rec-
ognition was outgoing Chair-
man Ben Harrison, who was 
recognized for his service 
and leadership over the past 
two years. Josh Wiggins will 
step in as the next chairman. 
Wiggins said he already has 
plans to expand and remodel 
the Chamber office to create a 
more welcoming and collabo-
rative space.
 The celebratory evening 
had an atmosphere of 1920s 
elegance. David 

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

Anabelle Howze
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The Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce on Thursday, March 20, hosted 
the 82nd annual Chamber Gala at Stone Bridge Farms.

Woodturner Vyron Bearden 
returns to Cullman for 41st 
annual Bloomin’ Festival

ST. BERNARD

Vyron Bearden » PAGE 5

Wallace State Jazz Band 
welcoming alumni to Big 
Band Dance, Reunion Concert

WALLACE STATE

Spectators listen as the Wallace State Jazz Band plays 
during a previous Big Band Dance. » PAGE 5
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The inside of the new OmniPlex Sports and Civic 
Center is seen on Monday, March 24, 2025.
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CHS Theatre shines 
in multiple festivals

Cullman woman 2nd person charged 
with manslaughter in Good Hope case 

GOOD HOPE, Ala. — A Cull-
man County woman is now 
facing a manslaughter charge 
in connection with the death 
of a man in Good Hope last 
month.
 Kinsey Nikole Burns, 

21, of Cullman, was arrest-
ed March 20, on charges 
of manslaughter - fentanyl 
and corpse abuse.  She is the 
second person to be charged 
in connection with the death 
of Anthony Mark Sturgeon, 
29, of Cullman. 

Court documents allege:

MANSLAUGHTER - FEN-
TANYL: KINSEY NIKOLE 
BURNS did, on or about Feb-
ruary 7, 2025, knowingly sell, 
furnish, give away, deliver or 
distribute a controlled sub-
stance in violation of 13A-12-
211, which contained fentan-
yl, any mixture containing 
fentanyl, or any

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
High School Theatre was re-
cently invited to the South-
eastern Theatre Conference 
in  Maryland, and the Inter-
national Thespians Festival 
in Indiana. Invitations to 
both were earned with Best 
in Show performances state 
festivals over the past several 
months.
 The department compet-
ed in the Walter Trumbauer 
State Festival in December 
and the 2025 Alabama Thes-
pian Festival in February, 
winning Best in Show at each 
under the direction of Wayne 
Cook and Sarah Jane Skin-
ner.  
 The Walter Trumbauer 
Festival, named after a the-
ater professor at Montevallo 
University, is one of the most 
important weekends for CHS 

Theatre.  Twelve schools 
across the state are selected 
to perform in the One Act 
Festival, and Cullman High 
School has had the privilege 
of participating for nine out 
of the last 10 years. The de-
partment has won Best in 
Show three times at the state 
level. Its performance of “The 
Old Man and the Moon” won 
the award, earning the group 
a special invitation to repre-
sent Alabama at the South-
eastern Theatre Conference 
in Baltimore, Maryland.  
 The department's per-
formance of “Charlotte's 
Web” won Best in Show at 
this year's Alabama Thespian 
Festival in February. Along 
with the award came an invi-
tation to represent the state 
of Alabama and perform at 
the International Thespians 
Festival in Bloomington, In-
diana, June 22-27.
 “The Old Man and the 

Moon,” a play based on a fable 
about the moon's waxing 
and waning, was brought 
to life in a unique way by 
the department. The show 
included shadow puppetry, 
live music, unique lighting 
and unconventional sets, 
adding a creative flair. The 
tale of “Charlotte's Web,” se-
lected to be performed as an 
Alabama Thespian Chapter 
Select Show, was also chosen 
to share with the communi-
ty's children. Life-size pup-
pets were used to bring the 
story to life, and the show was 
performed for the students of 
East and West Elementary 
Schools, Cullman Primary 
School and Head Start. 
 During the competitions, 
the department received sev-
eral other recognitions, such 
as Best Lighting and Sound 
Design at Trumbauer. Many 
students were also recog-
nized individually 

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

CHS THEATRE

Cullman High School Theatre was recently invited to the Southeastern Theatre 
Conference in  Maryland, and the International Thespians Festival in Indiana.

Good Hope Council approves 
resolution to revise 
procurement procedures » PAGE 5

Sportsman Lake Park 
hosting annual free Easter 
Egg Hunt April 19 » PAGE 8

Lions open NJCAA 
Women’s Tournament with 
win over Murray State

WSCC ATHLETICS

The Wallace State Women’s Basketball Team defeated 
Murray State 62-46 Tuesday night to advance to 
the second round of the NJCAA Tournament. » PAGE 6
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Sweet!
Alabama Strawberry 

Festival returns April 25-26

COA looking to add 
pageant board of directors
CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Commis-
sion on Aging is looking 
to add a board of directors 
for the Ms. Senior Cullman 
County Pageant.
	 COA Director Stephanie 

Lawson said, “Board mem-
bers play an active role in 
recruiting senior ladies to 
compete, securing sponsors 
and helping create a program 
book for the Ms. Senior Cull-
man County Pageant.
	 "We will work closely 
with Ms. Senior Alabama, 
Inc. as our goal is to help Ms. 

Senior Cullman County to be 
successful at the next level.”
	 Lawson said they are 
looking for individuals who 
have a heart and passion for 
senior women, as well as 
knowledge and experience of 
how pageants are organized.
	 “We would love to have a 
board of directors 

The 2025 Alabama 
Strawberry Festi-
val will take place 
Friday and Satur-

day, April 25-26, at Cullman’s 
Depot Park. Festivities will 
kick off with Senior Day on 
Friday from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
The fun will continue when 
the festival opens to everyone 
at 3:30, with live music, ven-
dors, contests and, of course, 
strawberries! The last act will 
take the stage at 9. On Satur-
day, the festivals picks up at 
9 a.m. and goes until the last 
show is over after 9 p.m. Said 
Cullman Parks, Recreation & 
Sports Tourism: “No matter 

when you visit, the Alabama 
Strawberry Festival serves up 
delicious food, handcrafted 
goods and toe-tapping enter-
tainment — so come hungry, 

bring your shopping bags and 
get ready for a berry good 
time!” Get lots more info at 
www.alabamastrawberryfest.
com. 

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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Contributor
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State unemployment rate 
steady at 3.3%; Cullman Co. 
rate ticks up to 3.1% » PAGE 2

Alabama Cooperative Extension 
System to host Women in Ag 
Workshop April 25-26 » PAGE 8

Tim and Dorothy Glover 
debuting agate rock candles at 
41st Annual Bloomin’ Festival

ST. BERNARD

Creations from Papa T’s Candles » PAGE 5

Small Business Easter 
Market sees success

SHAYLA WALDNER

More than 1,000 shoppers turned out for the Small Business 
Easter Market on Saturday, March 22, in Cullman. » PAGE 5

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Phyllis Hain 
was crowned 

Ms. Senior 
Cullman 
County 

2019, and 
went to be 

crowned 2019 
Ms. Senior 
Alabama. »

» PAGE 3
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported March 28

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported March 28, 2025. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
March 24
•	 harassment; CR 7
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; posses-
sion of marijuana; possession 
of drug paraphernalia; CR 
565
•	 criminal mischief; CR 
1332
•	 burglary; CR 750
•	 domestic violence; CR 38
•	 theft of property; CR 1839
•	 interference with domes-
tic violence emergency call; 
domestic violence; CR 1025
•	 violation of protection 
order; CR 627
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; Golf 
Course Rd.
•	 possession of marijuana; 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia; Hwy. 157
•	 domestic violence; CR 
437

March 25
•	 domestic violence; CR 
544
•	 burglary; CR 750
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 91
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; CR 1564
•	 domestic violence; CR 
703

March 26
•	 theft of property; CR 617
•	 harassment; CR 1435
•	 harassment; CR 1674
•	 harassing communica-
tions; Hwy. 91
•	 receiving stolen property; 
CR 568

ARRESTS
March 24-26
Bryant, Jahlina C.; 25
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Burns, Kinsey N.; 21
•	 FTA – operating vehicle 
without insurance (2 counts)
•	 FTA – driving while li-
cense suspended (2 counts)
•	 giving false identification 
to law enforcement officer
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Champion, Jennifer L.; 41
•	 retail theft-3rd degree

Cunningham Jr., Patrick J.; 
45
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 possession of drug para-

phernalia

Golden, Kate M.; 31
•	 public intoxication

Guthrie, Chadwick D.; 47
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family

Hale, Alton S.; 41
•	 GJ – assault-child 
abuse-simple-family

Hancock, Matthew J.; 36
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Harper, Kendra P.; 36
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Herndon Jr., Bobby J.; 41
•	 FTA – family offense-NS 
non-support-child

Holmes, Timothy A.; 44
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Hooper, Steven D.; 43
•	 burglary-residence-no 
force

McCown, Katelynn M.; 31
•	 sell/distribute – metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

McKinnon, Roger L.; 61
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Nail, Jonathan T.; 41
•	 burglary-residence-no 
force

Peoples, Melissa G.; 43
•	 public intoxication
•	 FTA – not in possession of 
drivers license

Richards, James H.; 38
•	 FTA – burglary-resi-
dence-no force
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 promote prison contra-
band (drugs)
•	 theft-shoplifting, less 
than $500
•	 b u r g l a r y - n o n - r e s i -
dence-no force (2 counts)
•	 receiving stolen vehicle
•	 burglary-residence-force 
(2 counts)

Sandifer, Matthew J.; 40
•	 FTA – assault-domes-
tic-harassment-family
•	 FTA – organized retail 
theft

Starnes, Carolyn J.; 58
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Sterling, Christopher W.; 47
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs

Swafford, Cutessa G.; 42
•	 FTA – failure to make 
child attend school

Washburn, Jodie R.; 44
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – illegal possession of 
prescription drugs

Wilkerson, William R.; 21
•	 FTA – criminal trespass
•	 FTA – theft-miscella-
neous, less than $500

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
March 22
•	 fraudulent use of credit/
debit card; theft of proper-
ty-2nd degree; person; mis-
cellaneous charges

March 26
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree; Spectrum; fiber cable; 
St. Joseph Dr. NW

March 27
•	 fraudulent use of credit/
debit card; theft of proper-
ty-3rd degree; person; mis-
cellaneous charges

ARRESTS
March 26-27
Sandifer, Matthew J.; 40
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – tampering with 
physical evidence

Raymond, Robert A.; 45
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree (2 counts)

Johnson, Dana S.; 50
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Johnston, Jeremiah L.; 24
•	 false reporting to law en-
forcement
•	 resisting arrest

Haynes, Alona F.; 19
•	 false reporting to law en-
forcement

Fulenwider, Alisha N.; 35
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Elam, Kyle P.; 27
•	 obstructing governmen-
tal operations
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS
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3 

4 A BILL 

5 TO BE ENTITLED 

6 AN ACT 

7 Relating to Cullman County; to alter, rearrange, and 

8 extend the boundary lines and corporate limits of the City of 

9 Cullman in Cullman County. 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA: 

11 Section 1. The boundary lines and corporate limits of 

12 the City of Cullman in Cullman County are altered and 

13 rearranged to include within the corporate limits of the 

14 municipality, in addition to the lands now included, all of 

15 the following territory: 

16 PARCEL I: 

17 Beginning at the Southeast corner of Section 23, 

18 Township 9 South, Range 4 West, thence North 87°11'54" West a 

19 distance of 1326.31 feet to a point, thence North 1°54'13" 

20 East a distance of 661.42 feet to a point, thence South 

21 87°11'54' East a distance of 1326.31 feet to a point, thence 

22 South 1°54'13" West a distance of 661.42 feet to the point of 

23 beginning. Said land lying and being in the Southeast Quarter 

24 of the Southeast Quarter of Section 23, Township 9 South, 

25 Range 4 West, Cullman County, Alabama, and containing 20.14 

26 acres, more or less. 

27 PARCEL II: 

28 Commence at the Northwest corner of the Northeast 

[THIS COPY FOR THE NEWSPAPER: THIS NOTICE MUST BE PRINTED 
PRECEDING THE BILL] 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
 NOTICE is hereby given that a bill substantially as follows will be introduced in 
the 2025 Regular Session of the Legislature of Alabama and application for its passage 
and enactment will be made; a map indicating specifically the territory to be annexed is 
on file for public inspection in the office of the probate judge: 

Page 2  

29 Quarter of the Northeast Quarter, Section 26, Township 9 

30 South, Range 4 West, thence North 87°47'24" East a distance of 

31 538.10 feet to a point and the true point of beginning, thence 

32 continue North 87°47'24" East a distance of 788.21 feet to a 

33 point on the West right of way of a county road, thence South 

34 1°32'46" East along said right of way a distance of 1240.13 

35 feet to a point, thence South 28°55'06" West along said right 

36 of way a distance of 83.48 feet to a point, thence South 

37 19°01'32" West along said right of way a distance of 281.19 

38 feet to a point on the North right of way of Alabama Highway 

39 157, thence North 72°59' West along said right of way a 

40 distance of 679.54 feet to a point, thence North 1°40' West a 

41 distance of 1350.01 feet to the point of beginning. 

42 Said land lying and being in the Northeast Quarter of the 

43 Northeast Quarter and the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast 

44 Quarter of Section 26, Township 9 South, Range 4 West, Cullman 

45 County, Alabama, and containing 26.17 acres, more or less. 

46 Section 2. In accordance with Section 11-42-6 of the 

47 Code of Alabama 1975, a map showing the proposed territory to 

48 be altered, rearranged, and extended from the City of Cullman 

49 is on file and open to public inspection in the Office of the 

50 Judge of Probate in Cullman County, Alabama. 

51 Section 3. This act shall become effective on October 

52 1, 2025. 
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42 Said land lying and being in the Northeast Quarter of the 

43 Northeast Quarter and the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast 

44 Quarter of Section 26, Township 9 South, Range 4 West, Cullman 

45 County, Alabama, and containing 26.17 acres, more or less. 

46 Section 2. In accordance with Section 11-42-6 of the 

47 Code of Alabama 1975, a map showing the proposed territory to 

48 be altered, rearranged, and extended from the City of Cullman 

49 is on file and open to public inspection in the Office of the 

50 Judge of Probate in Cullman County, Alabama. 

51 Section 3. This act shall become effective on October 

52 1, 2025. 

Unemployment (from Front)

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Al-
abama Department of Work-
force Secretary Greg Reed on 
Friday, March 28, announced 
Alabama’s preliminary, sea-
sonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate is 3.3%, unchanged 
from January 2025’s rate and 
up from February 2024’s rate 
of 2.9%.  The rate represents 
77,813 unemployed persons, 
compared to 78,249 in Jan-
uary and 67,091 in February 
2024. 
	 Cullman County’s Feb-
ruary unemployment rate 
ticked up to 3.1% from 3.0% 
in January and 2.9% in Feb-
ruary 2024.
	 Reed said Alabama’s labor 
force participation rate for 
February increased to 57.7%, 
up from 57.6% in January. 
	 The percentage of prime-
age workers increased by 
one-tenth of a percentage 
point to 78.8% over the year. 
Prime-age workers are those 
aged 25-54 years.
	 “We’re seeing positive 
trends in our labor force par-
ticipation rate,” said Reed. 
“Increases, even smaller 
ones, are pointing us in the 

right direction. Both the 
general labor force partici-
pation rate and the rate for 
prime age workers showed 
improvement.
	 "On top of that, more 
people are in the labor force 
than ever before, and more 
people are working than ever 
before. That’s great news in 
Alabama!”
	 The number of people 
counted as employed in-
creased by 26,691 over the 
year to 2,290,880, a new 
record high.
	 The civilian labor force 
also increased to 2,368,693, a 
new record high, with 37,413 
more people joining over the 
year.
	 Over the year, wage and 
salary employment increased 
by 19,500 to 2,195,400, with 
gains in the private education 
and health services sector 
(+7,300), the government 
sector (+6,400), and the man-
ufacturing sector (+4,700), 
among others.
	 Over the month, wage 
and salary employment grew 
by 14,800, with gains in the 
professional and business 
services sector (+3,400), the 
private education and health 
services sector (+3,400), and 

the manufacturing sector 
(+2,800), among others.
	 “I’m also excited to report 
that Alabamians’ paychecks 
are growing,” continued 
Reed.
	 “Average weekly wages in-
creased by nearly $80 a week 
since last year, representing a 
7.7% increase, which is also a 
new record high.”
	 Total private average 
weekly wages increased to 
$1,110.89 in February, repre-
senting an increase of $45.52 
over the month, and an in-
crease of $79.68 over the year.
	 Counties with the lowest 
unemployment rates are 
Shelby at 2.7%; St. Clair at 
2.8%; and Elmore, Lime-
stone, Madison, Morgan and 
Marshall all at 2.9%. Coun-
ties with the highest unem-
ployment rates are Greene 
at 8.3%, Perry at 6.8% and 
Wilcox at 6.4%.
	 Major cities with the 
lowest unemployment 
rates are Trussville at 2.4%; 
Hoover, Homewood and 
Pelham all at 2.5%; and 
Vestavia Hills at 2.6%. 
	 Major cities with the 
highest unemployment rates 
are Prichard at 7.1%, Selma at 
5.8% and Anniston at 5.0%.

Staff Reports
Contributor
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com
Music Every Thursday 
Night in February at 
the Bethel Community 
Center
4-8 p.m. at the center, just 
off U.S. Highway 278, west 
of Cullman on County Road 
1117. Bluegrass, gospel and 
country music. Musicians 
are welcome with acoustic 
instruments only. Covered 
dish supper and everyone 
is invited. Please join us! 
No entry fee, but donations 
are appreciated for building 
upkeep.

Grief Support Group
Every Sunday at 3 p.m. at 
First Presbyterian Church, 
615 Third Ave. SE. Contact 
Reverend Warren Ruland 
at 256-962 2521.

Cullman County Repub-
lican Women Monthly 
Meetings
Second Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Cullman VFW. President 
Cathi Bradford: “We are 
going to begin training to 
track legislation in Mont-
gomery. If you need infor-
mation, you can directly 
message me on Facebook.” 
Full meals at 5:30. Meetings 
start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 
p.m. We are located at 1503 
Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Sup-
port Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every 
month, from 10-11:30 a.m., 
at the Alabama Career 
Center, 1201 Katherine St. 
NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manager, 
at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at the old Baileyton fire 
station next to the town’s 
park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, 
pet items, food and many 
everyday items. A donation 
of $20 will allow a shopper 
to fill up a bag, and for $40 
a shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a 
larger donation. There will 
be some restrictions and 

product limits on the items. 
Cash and checks accepted. 
Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has 
open AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at 
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Naza-
rene, 5415 Alabama High-
way 157. CLOSED literature 
study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
the Donald E. Green Adult 
Active Center, 1625 Cleve-
land Ave. SW. The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a na-
tional program, is a hands-
on/pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly meet-
ings providing information, 
accountability, support 
and encouragement where 
you make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship for 
those affected by someone 
else’s addiction. We offer 
Help by sharing our expe-
riences, strength and hope. 
We carry the message of 
hope by letting others know 
that they are not alone by 
practicing the 12 Steps of 
NAR-ANON and changing 
our own attitudes. We Re-
spect Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious 
one, but a spiritual way of 
life. Meetings will be held at 
The Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings 
at 6 p.m. Contact Jamie 
Weathersby Smith 256-
708-7122 or Don or Nancy 
McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more 
information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meet-
ings 
The Al-Anon Family 
Groups are a fellowship of 
friends and family whose 
lives have been affected by 
alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity Al-Anon Group 
meets each Monday at noon 
at 1519 St. Joseph Dr. NE. 
There is also a Zoom meet-
ing each Tuesday at noon. 
The Courage to Change Al-
Anon Family Group meets 
on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at 
Grace Episcopal Church at 
305 Arnold St. NE in the 
Carriage House, located 
between the church and 
the Arnold House on the 
corner. For more informa-
tion call 256-734-2231 or 
256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, 
Cullman
• Sunday, March 30 - 9 a.m. 
Van runs in the 5 Points 
Area. Call Betty Hays at 
256-338-3728 for pickup. 
Breakfast at 9:30. Bible 
study classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10. 
Praise and worship and 
message by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd at 11.       

Fairview Lions Club 
Spring Fling and Car, 
Truck, Tractor and Mo-
torcycle Show
Saturday, April 5, from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at Randall 
Shedd Community Park on 
Wesley Avenue in Fairview. 
We will have a car show, 
vendors, games, music, 
bouncy houses. Car show 
registration is $20 and will 
begin at 8, with awards to be 
given out at 1 p.m. For more 
info, please contact Kita 
Chambers at 256-385-8805 
or William Criscoe at 256-
385-5596.

Feed the Five, Food Drive 
and Singing
Saturday, April 5, at 5 p.m. 
At The Foot Of The Cross 
Church, 2101 County Road 
1435, Vinemont. One Voice, 

Loretta Jett and The Glory 
Echoes will be guest sing-
ers. Admission is five cans 
or boxes of nonperishable 
food per person.

41st Annual Bloomin’ 
Festival 
April 5-6, held adjacent to 
the beautiful Ave Maria 
Grotto. Over 150 arts and 
crafts vendors, delicious 
specialty foods and a wel-
coming community atmo-
sphere. Gate donation: $10 
per person (Children 12 and 
younger – FREE!)  Grand 
Prize Giveaway: 2025 Buick 
Encore GX – Sunday, April 
6, at 4 p.m. (You do not 
have to be present to win!) 
NO PETS ALLOWED. All 
proceeds benefit St. Ber-
nard Prep School. For more 
information, visit www.
bloominfestival.com.

Pleasant View Mis-
sionary Baptist Church 
Spring Revival
Sunday, April 6, from 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. and Mon-
day-Wednesday, April 7-9, 
at 7 p.m. The evangelist 
will be Bro. Jared Dixon. 
The Dixons" will be singing 
Sunday. Everyone is invit-
ed. The church is located on 
U.S. Highway 278 East, ap-
proximately 2 miles east of 
Holly Pond on the left. For 
more information, call 256-
796-5986 or 256-590-1501.

Cullman Chapter of The 
National Association of 
Retired and Active Fed-
eral Employees Monthly 
Meeting
Monday, April 14, at The 
Golden Corral Buffet, with 
a Dutch lunch beginning 
after 11 a.m., followed by 
meeting at noon. Our guest 
speaker will be Jennifer 
Prosser, implementation 
manager, UnitedHealth-
care Retiree Solutions. For 
more info, call 256-708-
5326.

Ladies’ Conference
Saturday, June 7, from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., with lunch at 
noon. At The Foot Of The 
Cross Church, 2101 County 
Road 1435 in Vinemont. 
Guest speaker Kristy Gar-
rison Harris: Trusting 
God through every season. 
There will be games and 
door prizes. Please join us.

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 
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SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider
“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

Board (from Front)
in place by May 1,” Lawson 
said.
	 “Our board will be ded-
icated to helping senior 
women find their purpose, 
empowering them to recog-
nize the importance of being 
involved in their communi-
ty.”
	 Lawson shared that the 

Ms. Senior Cullman County 
Pageant has been on pause 
since 2019 and the first hurdle 
in restoring the platform is 
identifying individuals who 
are willing to work together.
	 “If you have a passion for 
empowering senior women 
and would like to contribute 
your skills to an inspiring 

cause, we encourage you to 
apply to be a part of our Board 
of Directors. Together, we can 
create a platform that honors 
and uplifts these incredible 
women. For more informa-
tion or to express interest, 
please contact us at 256-734-
1241,” the COA posted on 
Facebook.
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HOOVER, Ala. — The Cullman 
Bearcats are spending their spring 
break at this year’s Hoover Tour-
nament and they kicked things 
off with a win over Spain Park 
Wednesday night. The ‘Cats led 
6-0 at one point and fended off a 
late push from the Jaguars to col-
lect a 6-3 win.
	 After a pair of scoreless in-
nings, Cullman was able to put 
some runs on the board in the 
bottom of the third. Case Ed-
wards drove a lead off single up 
the middle and Brooks Heatherly 
was hit by the next pitch to give the 
Bearcats a pair of runners. Bennett 
Johnson lined a single to right field 
to load the bases and Tyler Brock 
knocked a bases-clearing double 
into center field to put Cullman in 
front 3-0 going into the fourth.
	 The ‘Cats added to their lead 
in the fifth. An RBI single from 
Cooper Loftin drove in Brock to 
make it a 4-0 game and later in 
the inning, Andrew Au lifted an 
RBI double into left field to score 
Loftin and make it 5-0 going into 
the sixth.
	 Carson Stancil sent an RBI 
double into right field to plate 
Caleb Heis and stretched the lead 
to 6-0 with one inning remaining. 
Spain Park finally found some 
offense in the top of the seventh, 
pushing three runs across the plate 
to cut into the deficit but it wasn’t 

enough to overcome Cullman’s 
lead and the ‘Cats collected a 6-3 
win over the Jaguars.
	 Brock finished the game with 
three hits and three RBIs. Loftin 
(one RBI) and Johnson each 
added a pair of hits as well. Fysher 
Dahlke went 6.1 innings on the 
mound, allowing three runs on just 
three hits and striking out eight 
batters.

Helena 13 – Fairview 5 (Base-
ball)
After a scoreless first inning, 
Helena hit hard in the top of the 
second, plating six runs to take 
a big lead early on. The Huskies 
added three more runs in the top of 
the third to make it a 9-0 game, but 
the Aggies answered in the bottom 
of the fourth.
	 Barrett York lined an RBI 
single into right field to trim the 
lead to 9-1 and later in the inning, 
Konnor Dunkin drove an RBI 
single back up the middle to make 
it 9-2. Lincoln Wright knocked a 
single into center field to plate two 
more runs and bring the lead down 
to 9-4 going into the fifth.
	 After Helena tacked on three 
more runs in the top of the fifth, 
Connor Scott scored on an error 
in the bottom of the fifth to make 
it a 12-5 game. The Huskies scored 
one more run in the seventh to 
wrap up a 13-5 win over Fairview.
	 Wright (two RBIs), York (one 
RBI), Scott and Jackson Earnest 
each posted a pair of hits in the 

loss.

Springville 10 – Holly Pond 0 
(Baseball)
After taking a 1-0 lead in the first 
inning, Springville plated seven 
runs in the second to move ahead 
of the Broncos 8-0 early in this 
one. The Tigers added another run 
in the third and one more in the 
fourth to defeat Holly Pond 10-0 
in five innings.

Ardmore 9 – Holly Pond 6 (Base-
ball)
Holly Pond jumped out to an early 
lead in the top of the first. An error 
allowed Sawyer Olinger to reach 
first base and he stole second, 
another error allowed him to ad-
vance to third. A few pitches later, 
Carson Ryan lined a single into 
right field plate Olinger and make 
it a 1-0 game. However, Ardmore 
answered with four runs in the 
bottom of the first and four more 
in the bottom of the second to take 
an 8-1 lead into the third.
	 With the bases loaded in the 
top of the third, Cole Eubanks was 
hit by a pitch, bringing Ryan home 
to score and trimming the lead to 
8-2. Later in the inning, Jackson 
Miller punched an RBI single into 
right field to make it an 8-3 game. 
With a pair of runners on in the 
top of the fourth, an Ardmore error 
allowed two more Bronco runners 
to score, bringing the lead down to 
8-5 going into the fifth.
	 After a scoreless fifth inning, 

Ardmore pushed one more run 
across in the sixth to move ahead 
9-5. An RBI single from Ty Dunn 
cut the lead to three in the bottom 
of the seventh but Holly Pond 
couldn’t chip away any more than 
that and Ardmore held on to win it 
9-6.
	 Ryan, Eubanks and Miller 
each finished with a hit and an RBI 
in the loss.

Hewitt-Trussville 8 - Good Hope 
1 (Softball)
An RBI groundout and a two-out 
single helped Hewitt-Trussville 
jump out to an early 3-0 lead in 
their opening at-bats. Natalie 
Miller drew a leadoff walk in the 
top of the second inning for Good 
Hope.
	 A groundball moved her over 
to second, and two pitches later, 
Brooklyn Lambert hit an RBI 
double to right field to cut it to 3-1. 
That would be the only run of the 
game for the Lady Raiders, as the 
Lady Huskies scored the final five 
runs of the contest, and they ended 
up defeating Good Hope 8-1.
	 Lambert finished with a hit 
and an RBI for the Lady Raiders, 
and Campbell Koch and Molly 
Benefield each added a hit of their 
own in the loss.

Morristown- Hamblen 9 - West 
Point 2 (Softball)
West Point struck first in its open-
ing at-bats. Lauren Windham 
drew a four-pitch walk to start 

out the game. She stole second 
and a groundball moved her over 
to third. Brayley Phillips hit an 
RBI double to left field to give 
the Lady Warriors the early lead, 
but Morristown-Hamblen scored 
three runs in their half to take a 
4-1 lead. The Lady Canes added 
two more runs in the second and 
one more in the third to make it 
7-1. Macie Brown led off the top of 
the fourth inning with a single and 
later scored on an error to cut it to 
7-2. Morristown-Hamblen put up 
two more runs in their half, and 
they would go on to knock off West 
Point 9-2.
	 Phillips finished with a hit 
and an RBI for the Lady Warriors. 
Katie Beth Yovino added a pair of 
hits, while Brown and Cabri Black-
wood each collected a hit of their 
own in the loss.

West Point 11 - Lynn 1 (Softball)
Lynn's RBI single to start out 
the game gave them a 1-0 lead, 
but West Point countered in the 
bottom of the first inning. Yovino 
hit a double to left field to lead 
off the inning, and Windham's 
single up the middle brought home 
Yovino, as that tied the game up at 
one.
	 The Lady Warriors broke the 
tie in the second. Kealie Harbi-
son drew a leadoff walk and later 
stole second. Alissa Stephenson 
hit an RBI triple to right field to 
give West Point a 2-1 lead. Yovino 
bunted on the first pitch, and Ste-

phenson came home to score to 
extend their lead to 3-1.
	 The Lady Warriors added 
to their lead in the third. Macie 
Brown hit a leadoff double, and 
after she stole third, Blackwood 
drove her in on an RBI triple to 
make it 4-1. Later that inning, 
Averee Folds bunted Blackwood 
home to put West Point ahead, 
5-1, and Stephenson added an 
RBI single to give them a 6-1 lead. 
Windham led off the Lady Warrior 
fourth with a double. She would 
later come around to score on a 
sacrifice fly by Brown to make it 
7-1.
	 Yovino hit a single to lead off 
the sixth for West Point. She stole 
second and came around to score 
on an RBI single by Windham to 
extend their lead to 8-1. Phillips 
followed that up with an RBI 
double to give them a 9-1 lead. One 
out later, Blackwood hit a two-run 
inside-the-park home run to put 
the finishing touches on an 11-1 
win for the Lady Warriors.
	 Blackwood led the way for 
West Point with a pair of hits and 
three RBIs. Windham (three hits) 
and Stephenson (two hits) each 
added a pair of RBIs. Yovino fin-
ished four-for-four with an RBI, 
while Phillips (two hits), Brown 
(one hit), and Folds (one hit) all 
drove in a run in the win. Kortni 
Baker went the distance for the 
Lady Warriors, as she gave up just 
four hits and one unearned run 
and struck out three.

Nick Griffin, Sammy Confer
The Cullman Tribune

PREP BASEBALL

Bearcats earn 6-3 win over Spain Park; Wednesday scoring recap

HOOVER, Ala. — The Fairview 
Aggies were on the road competing 
at this year’s Hoover Tournament 
this week and they collected a 5-3 
win over Calera Thursday night. 
The Eagles led 3-2 at one point 
but the Aggies plated three unan-
swered runs to pull away with a 
5-3 win.
	 Lincoln Wright led off the 
top of the first with a single and 
Connor Scott moved home over 
to second with a sacrifice bunt. A 
few pitches later, Camden Cullen 
sent a double into left field to plate 
Wright and make it a 1-0 game. 
Calera answered with a pair of 
runs in the bottom of the first to 
take a 2-1 lead into the second 
inning.
	 After a couple of scoreless 
innings, Fairview tied things up 
at 2 in the top of the fourth when 
Barrett York scored on a Konnor 
Dunkin sacrifice fly. Calera scored 
in the bottom of the fourth to pull 
ahead 3-2 but the Aggies claimed 
the lead for good in the top of the 
fifth. A double from Scott and a 
single from Cullen put runners on 
the corners and Cullen scored on a 
fielder’s choice later in the inning 
to tie the game at 3. Three pitch-
es later, a sacrifice fly from York 
drove in Colton Jennings and gave 
Fairview a 4-3 lead.
	 The Aggies tacked on another 
run in the sixth when Wright lined 
an RBI single into left field to make 
it a 5-3 game. Fairview collected 
the final three outs in the bottom 
of the seventh to secure a 5-3 win 
over Calera.
	 Jaxon Robertson tossed a 
complete game on the mound, al-

lowing three runs on six hits and 
striking out three to earn the win. 
Wright (one RBI), Cullen (one 
RBI) and Nelson each posted two 
hits in the win.

West Point 9 – McAdory 6 (Base-
ball)
After falling behind 3-0, West 
Point plated a pair of runs in the 
bottom of the third to make it a 3-2 
game and scored four more in the 
bottom of the fourth to take a 6-3 
lead. The momentum continued 
in the fifth when the Warriors put 
three more runs on the board to 
stretch the lead to 9-3.
	 The Yellowjackets scored a 
pair of runs in the sixth to cut into 
the lead and pushed one more 
across in the seventh, but it wasn’t 
enough to erase the deficit and 
West Point held on to a 9-6 win.
	 Cooper Howard (one hit) led 
the Warriors with three RBIs in 
the win. Hunter Graves (one RBI) 
and Charlie Ashley each posted 
a pair of hits. Titan Thornton 
earned the win on the mound after 
pitching 6.2 innings, allowing four 
earned runs on seven hits and 
striking out four.

West Point 3 – Douglas 2 (Base-
ball)
After a scoreless first and second 
inning, the Warriors scored on 
an error to take a 1-0 lead in the 
bottom of the third. Douglas re-
sponded with a run in the top of the 
fourth to tie the game at 1 and the 
Eagles tacked on another run in 
the fifth to move in front 2-1. West 
Point answered in the bottom of 
the sixth, scoring a pair of runs on 
back to back singles to retake a 3-2 
lead. The Warriors collected the 
final three outs in the top of the 

seventh to wrap up a 3-2 win over 
Douglas.
	 Charlie Ashley (one RBI), 
Cade Welborn (one RBI), Skylar 
Echols and Titan Thornton each 
recorded hits in the win.

Cullman 11 – Lincoln County 9 
(Baseball)
The Bearcats jumped out to a fast 
start in this one, putting four runs 
on the board in the top of the first to 
take an early lead. Lincoln County 
cut into the lead with a pair of runs 
in the bottom of the first, making 
it a 4-2 game but after a couple of 
scoreless innings, Cullman added 
to its lead in the fourth. The ‘Cats 
took advantage of four walks and 
three hits to plate five more runs 
and extend the lead to 9-2.
	 Cullman put two more runs 
on the board in the sixth to make it 
an 11-2 game, but the Bearcats had 
to fend off a big rally from Lincoln 
County.
	 The Falcons scored seven runs 
in the final frame but couldn’t 
complete the comeback and the 
‘Cats survived with an 11-9 win.
	 Tyler Brock led Cullman with 
three hits in the win and Knox 
Mauldin (one hit) racked up a 
game-high four RBIs.

Oak Mountain 12 – Cullman 1 
(Baseball)
Oak Mountain jumped out to a 6-0 
lead in the top of the first inning. 
The ‘Cats loaded the bases in 
the bottom half of the inning but 

weren’t able to bring any runners 
in to score, leaving the lead at 6-0. 
The Eagles tacked on two more 
runs in the second to make it an 
8-0 game but after a scoreless third 
inning, Bennett Johnson lined an 
RBI single into center field to get 
Cullman on the board and cut the 
lead to 8-1. Unfortunately, that 
was the only run the Bearcats were 
able to score in this one and Oak 
Mountain pulled away to win it 
12-1.
	 Johnson (one RBI) finished 
the game with a pair of hits and 
Cale Graves and Caleb Heis each 
added hits as well.

Vinemont 5 – Elkmont 1 (Base-
ball)
After a scoreless first inning, Elk-
mont took a 1-0 lead in the bottom 
of the second, but it was the only 
run Vinemont allowed in the 
game. The Eagles responded with 
three runs in the top of the third, 
highlighted by a 2-run off the bat of 
Kayden Henderson.
	 Josh Rhodes led off the top of 
the fourth with a solo home run to 
make it a 4-1 game and a Jake Hale 
RBI single stretched the lead to 5-1 
going into the fifth. Neither offense 
was able to put any more runs on 
the board the rest of the way and 
the Eagles secured a 5-1 win at 
Toyota Field in Huntsville.
	 Hale (three hits) finished with 
a pair of RBIs in the win and Hen-
derson (HR) added a pair of RBIs 
as well.

East Limestone 8 – Vinemont 2 
(Baseball)
East Limestone jumped out to 
a 1-0 lead in the bottom of the 
first and after a scoreless second 
inning, the Indians put three more 
runs on the board in the third to 
make it a 4-0 game going into the 
fourth.
	 East Limestone scored an-
other run in the fourth to stretch 
its lead to 5-0 but in the top of the 

sixth, a Kayden Henderson RBI 
single trimmed the lead to 5-1 and 
Rylan McRae scored on a passed 
ball to make it 5-2.
	 However, the Eagles couldn’t 
get any closer than that and the 
Indians pulled away to win it 8-2.
	 Henderson (one RBI), 
McRae, Hayden Robinson, Jake 
Hale, Owen McKinney and Josh 
Rhodes each recorded a hit in the 
loss.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASEBALL

Fairview collects 5-3 win over Calera; Thursday scoring recap

 $300
Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with  

any other offer or promotional financing. Must be presented  
at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 03/01/2025.

ANY  
PROJECT    O

F
F

 Healthy Crawl Spaces 

 Stable Foundations

 Humidity Control

256-418-8189 
ALFrontierRepair.com 

 Dry Basements

 Level Concrete

 Radon Mitigation

CONTACT
ME TODAY.

TRANSPARENCY
IS MY PRIORITY.

TRAVIS LINTON - 256-620-3016
TLINTON@BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM

LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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KYLEIGH
MERRING

256-734-4060

ALL OF YOUR
FOR 

INSURANCE 
NEEDS

CALL HER 

WELCOME KYLEIGH MERRING TO THE
KNIGHT-FREE INSURANCE FAMILY

KYLEIGH IS LOOKING FORWARD TO WORKING WITH
OUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS IN CULLMAN COUNTY

PRESIDENT - Jenny Folsom | PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE - Johnny Cook | MAYOR - Woody Jacobs | COUNCILMAN - Clint Hollingsworth | COUNCILMAN - David Moss | COUNCILMAN - Brad Smith

  WEWE   
SPECIALIZE INSPECIALIZE IN   
MEETING YOURMEETING YOUR   

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE   
NEEDSNEEDS

CULLMAN AUTO MALLCULLMAN AUTO MALL

COME ON 
DOWN AND 
LET'S MAKE 

A DEAL!

 HOUSTON SMITH | 256-338-4866
 CULLMAN AUTO MALL | 1303 2ND AVE SW

WE BUY CARS!WE BUY CARS!

2471 COUNTY RD. 222 CULLMAN | 256-734-1226
OPEN MON-FRI 7:30- 5:00 SAT 7:30-12:00

GARDEN SEED
GRASS SEED
FERTILIZER

PINE STRAW 

PEST CONTROL
WHEAT STRAW
INSECTICIDES
HERBICIDES

LAWN PRE-EMERGENT CHEMICALS

Small Business Easter Market sees success
CULLMAN, Ala. — More 
than 1,000 shoppers turned 
out for the Small Business 
Easter Market on Saturday, 
March 22, at the Cullman 
County Agricultural Trade 
Center. 
	 Small Business Market 
Founder Shayla Waldner said 
the first 60 shoppers in line 
received free gifts and over-
all, the market went really 
well. 
	 “The kids loved the pet-
ting zoo, egg hunt and the 
Easter Bunny,” Waldner said. 
“The train ride stayed busy 
and the shaved ice truck was a 
hit for the kids as well. There 
were a total of 87 vendors 
that included the food trucks 
and kids’ activities together. 
Over 70 kids rode the train. 

We had over 1,000 to come 
through and shop.”
	 Waldner said her vendors 
were happy and pleased with 
the overall success of the day. 
	 “The ones I did have a 
chance to talk to want to 
return for our Christmas 
market again at the end of the 
year,” she said.
	 “Our Christmas market 
is always bigger. With each 
market we hope to keep 
growing as we already have 
so far. We are looking into 
different things with each 
market to make the next one 
a little better than the last 
one. Our first 60 shoppers 
always get excited to receive 
their gift bag and/or gift cards 
to vendors inside.” 
	 For more information 
about the next event, visit 
Small Business Christmas/
Easter Market on Facebook.

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

SHAYLA WALDNER

The Small Business Easter Market featured 
a petting zoo for children.

SHAYLA WALDNER

More than 1,000 shoppers turned out for the Small Business 
Easter Market on Saturday, March 22, in Cullman.

Joyce Nix
St. Bernard

Candles (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
41st Annual Bloomin’ Fes-
tival welcomes first-time 
exhibitors Tim and Dor-
othy Glover of Iron City, 
Tennessee, whose stunning 
agate rock candles are sure 
to captivate festivalgoers. 
Inspired by a trip to Gatlin-
burg, Dorothy Glover’s love 
for a unique rock candle 
sparked an unexpected pas-
sion that turned into a busi-
ness — Papa T’s Candles.
	 After retiring from the 
drug task force in Lauder-
dale County, Alabama, Tim 

Glover never imagined he 
would spend his days cut-
ting and crafting rock can-
dles.
	 However, at Dorothy 
Glover’s encouragement, he 
took on the challenge, and 
together, they now create 
one-of-a-kind pieces using 
agate and amethyst sourced 
from Arizona, New Mexico, 
Kentucky and even Brazil.
	 Each candle begins as 
a carefully selected slab of 
rock. Tim Glover expertly 
drills and seals a reservoir 
at the bottom, fitting it with 
a permanent fiberglass wick 
designed for lifelong use. 
Customers receive a sample 

bottle of oil with each pur-
chase and can easily refill 
their candles using a col-
orless, odorless lamp oil — 
though scented oils can be 
added for a custom aroma. 
	 Prices range from $45 to 
$250, reflecting the unique-
ness of each handcrafted 
piece.
	 Beyond candles, the 
Glovers make the most of 
every rock.
	 Tim Glover transforms 
leftover end pieces into wire 
tree sculptures, an art form 
that not only repurposes 
materials, but also helps 
alleviate the pain of his neu-
ropathy.

	 Dorothy Glover is proud 
of her husband and is happy 
handling all bookkeeping 
and administration.
	 She ensures that produc-
tion runs smoothly while 
continuing to work her full-
time job.
	 Encouraged to join the 
Bloomin’ Festival by long-
time basketmaker Leonda 
Whetstone, the Glovers are 
excited to share their beau-
tiful and functional rock 
creations with the commu-
nity. Be sure to visit their 
booth and discover the nat-
ural artistry behind Papa T’s 
Candles at St. Bernard Prep 
School April 5-6, 2025. ST. BERNARD
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Jean and I just spent 
three days on a mag-
nificent mountain 
that has, or is near, 

beautiful bluffs, gorgeous 
gorges, carved canyons, cav-
ernous caves, wonderful wa-
terfalls, wide waters, babbling 
brooks, crooked creeks and at 
least one rambling river that 
runs on top of a mountain. 
All of this is at the southern 
end of the Appalachians. Oh, 
and the area had enough an-
tique stores to keep us busy 
when we weren’t enjoying all 
that natural beauty that God 
spent so much time creating. 
Much of this is alongside 

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

We took a trip back in time

POET'S CORNER

Legal Notice
Surplus property of Wallace State Community College 
(Hanceville Campus) will be offered for sale on the website 
www.govdeals.com Various sales will occur on this website, please 
check the www.govdeals.com website weekly to see any current 
sales. This is a government auction website and you MUST be 
registered on the website to bid on any items. You may view the 
surplus property to be sold without registration. The govdeals.com 
website will contain detailed information including descriptions and 
photos. Items may be inspected by APPOINTMENT ONLY: Monday 
– Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Contact Wesley Sams at 
inventory@wallacestate.edu to schedule any appointments. All items 
listed are to be sold “AS IS, WHERE IS”. Wallace State Community 
College reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

 Notice of Sale 

The following storage units contents will be sold at West Point Mini Storage, 

5677 CR 1114, Vinemont, Al. 35179 at 10:00 A.M. on Saturday, April 5, 2025. 

Units 25, 46 &103. We reserve the right to reject any or all offers, 

256-338-1759

DOCUMENT 17

From the files of 
March 29, 1928

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONE CENT A WORD ADS *
FOR SALE—Two good 
Horses and an automobile. 
Cash or terms. G. W. Johnson 
Store. 1 22mar-2

FOR SALE—30 colonies 
healthy bees with hive 
Dupers Combs and honey at 
$10 for one; $7 each for ten 
or $5 each fo all. Box 24, War-
rior, Alabama. 29mar-4pd

WE PURCHASE Mortgag-
es on Cullman County Real 
Estate. Fuller-Smith & Co. 
26jan-tf

EAST WELTI NEWS
Cullman R. 8, March 26—
Farming is the order of the 

COLUMN
19 things boys need growing up

As I look back on the life 
I’ve lived, I seem to focus 
a lot on my childhood. I 
think most anyone does. 

As the time between now and then 
grows longer, our memories seem 
to grow fonder. However, I read-
ily admit that life is mostly better 
nowadays, although it’s a lot more 
complicated. 
	 Nevertheless, many of us still 
pine for the simple days of long 
ago; the days before social media 
and iPhones ruled kids’ lives. The 
days when Google was a set of 
World Book Encyclopedias. 
	 There are lots of people, places 
and things that were important to 
me when I was growing up (not in-
cluding parents or siblings - that’s 
a given). All of them certainly 
enriched my childhood, and many 
of them gave me life lessons I still 
use to this day. Some of them got 
me in trouble, some of them gave 
me a heartache - of course, now I 
can see that it was all part of the 
growing up experience. 
	 Let me list a few of mine for 
you. I hope it makes you think 
about some of your own. 

	 A BB gun. It made you feel 
like a grown up. It also taught you 
responsibility. 
	 A pocket knife. You were al-
lowed to possess something that 
can be used for good or bad - to 
create or destroy. 
	 A pedal tractor. Once you got 
on a pedal tractor, you quickly 
found out that moving forward is 
up to you. 
	 A dog. There is no better way 
to learn about loyalty and uncon-
ditional love. 
	 A Monopoly game. To help you 
acquire patience. 
	 A two-wheeled bicycle. This 
was the first thing you owned 
that gave you a yearning to travel. 
Learning how to ride it did won-
ders for my young self-esteem. 
And helped my sense of balance. 
And taught me about skinned 
knees. 
	 Mercurochrome. Closely re-
lated to the bike. All of us need to 
know that sometimes it hurts to 
heal. 
	 An unassembled model air-
plane kit. If you’ve ever put one to-
gether, you learned about dealing 
with frustration. 
	 A first kiss. A watershed event 
that you remember for the rest of 

your life. 
	 A best friend - In time, you will 
discover that this is one of your 
most valuable possessions. 
	 A vacant lot. Every child needs 
a place to explore and imagine. 
	 A hideout/clubhouse. Tied 
closely to the vacant lot. A hideout 
had to be first thing you ever built 
- it was a physical manifestation 
of your imagination. It was made 
from logs, brush, discarded Christ-
mas trees and scrap lumber that 
came from who knows where. 
	 A high school sweetheart/
breakup You’ll discover both the 
joy of love and the pain of loss. 
	 A favorite teacher. Gave you a 
role model outside of your family.
	 A favorite TV show. Mine 
was “The Man From U.N.C.L.E.” 
featuring Napoleon Solo and Illya 
Kuryakin. It was the first time I 
saw what cool guys acted like. And 
it was full of girls, guns and gad-
gets. That’s a pretty good list for 
grownup men today. 
	 A cardboard box full of comics. 
Fuel for your imagination. You’d be 
a millionaire if you kept them, but 
your mom threw all of them away. 
	 A flashlight. Your first true 
gadget. It allowed you to read 
comic books in bed after your mom 

said, “Lights out!”
	 A two-story house. I don’t 
know why, but growing up, I always 
wanted to live in one. Maybe it was 
a sense of mystery, a place to get 
away. It’s probably why I have one 
today. And now, I hardly ever go 
upstairs. 
	 A favorite movie. For me, “The 
Day The Earth Stood Still” takes 
first prize. Scary. And the original 
black-and-white film made in the 
50s still holds up well today. My 
three boys would undoubtedly 
pick “The Goonies.” It was and is 
the ultimate boy movie. It had it 
all: a neighborhood gang, a noble 
quest, really bad guys, treasure 
and secret passages. I love it, too. A 
close second is “Stand By Me.”
	 I wonder what my dad’s favor-
ite movie would’ve been. Probably 
“Gone With The Wind” or “The 
Wizard of Oz.” The other part of 
his list might have looked a lot 
different than mine. Many of the 
things that influenced me didn’t 
even exist during his boyhood.
	 But I’m sure that dogs, teach-
ers, sweethearts and best friends 
would’ve made dad’s list. and his 
dad’s, and his granddad’s and his 
great-granddad’s. 
	 Some things never change. 

Thank goodness. 

Joe Hobby is a barbecue-loving 
comedian from Alabama who 
wrote for Jay Leno for many 

years. Find more of Joe’s stories 
on his blog: https://mylifeasahob-
by.blogspot.com. Follow him on 
Facebook at Joe Hobby Comedi-
an-Writer.

Joe Hobby
Contributor

DOWNTOWN CULLMAN
405 3RD STREET SE
Available April 1, 2025

256-652-0033 Jeff Collier
256-739-8311 Burl Reid

5200 SQUARE FEET
BUILDING WITH OFFICE

SPACE, SALES AREA,
WAREHOUSE AND

LOADING DOCK

FOR LEASE
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Jean and I just spent 
three days on a mag-
nificent mountain 
that has, or is near, 

beautiful bluffs, gorgeous 
gorges, carved canyons, cav-
ernous caves, wonderful wa-
terfalls, wide waters, babbling 
brooks, crooked creeks and at 
least one rambling river that 
runs on top of a mountain. 
All of this is at the southern 
end of the Appalachians. Oh, 
and the area had enough an-
tique stores to keep us busy 
when we weren’t enjoying all 
that natural beauty that God 
spent so much time creating. 
Much of this is alongside 

the Tennessee River, but we 
never left Alabama. All of 
these things can be found in 
northeast Alabama, primar-
ily in DeKalb and Jackson 
counties. 
	 We took a long trip last 
week, but actually, we only 
traveled a short distance. 
We only drove about three-
and-a-half-hours from our 
Opelika home, but we trav-
eled about 80 years backward 
upon arrival.
	 I have never actually be-
lieved in the phenomenon of 
time travel, but our amazing 
destination took us back in 
time. Our mode of trans-
portation was not a time 
machine but a house. When 
we entered the front door 
of the bed-and-breakfast 
farmhouse at Songbird Story 

Farm, located on top of Sand 
Mountain, near the towns 
of Pisgah and Rosalie, we 
suddenly found ourselves in 
the middle of the 1940s. The 
house was originally built 
by Buck and Ima McCor-
mick, back in 1944, on their 
40-acre farm. Their World 
War II-era house originally 
consisted of only four rooms. 
Since that humble beginning, 
more rooms, including an 
indoor bathroom, have been 
added. Out back is a beautiful 
open-air pavilion with period 
pieces, plus a wooden tower 
that overlooks the garden, 
cattle and donkeys.     
	 Greg and Lesa Millican, 
owners of this modern-day 
B&B, have kept the inside 
décor of his grandparents’ 
home much like its original 

1940s, but with modern con-
veniences. The base of the 
bathroom sink is an antique 
Singer sewing machine iron 
bottom. There is even an 
oxymoronic microwave that 
looks like something from 
that long-gone era, but it is 
actually a modern microwave 
oven. 
	 Our hosts provided some 
of my favorite goodies from 
my childhood. There was a 
basket filled with RC Colas 
and Moon Pies, Grapico, 
Fanta Orange and Cracker 
Jacks. Each morning, we 
listened to the songbirds 
chirping outside our window, 
while we drank coffee and en-
joyed a muffin (or Moon Pie!).   
	 We spent a good portion 
of one of our days in nearby 
Scottsboro. After a wonderful 

barbecue lunch as we looked 
out over the backed-up 
Tennessee River at Jackson 
County Park, we traveled 
back in time again that af-
ternoon. We visited the old 
Payne Drug Store, which was 
established in 1869. It is now 
Payne’s Sandwich Shop and 
Soda Fountain.
	 A life-size replica of Betty 
Boop, standing on the black-
and-white checkered-tile 
floor, greeted us at the door. 
We could have bellied up 
to the red-and-white bar 
for a hot dog and root bear 
but chose a table instead. 
Did I mention they have ice 
cream? I’m not telling how 
many scoops I ate.
	 One the way back, we 
stopped to gaze off Gorham’s 
Bluff, overlooking the Ten-

nessee River from the brow 
of Sand Mountain. 
	 With Fort Payne in the 
valley below, Mentone on 
neighboring Lookout Moun-
tain and Scottsboro in the 
other valley, and all of them 
30 minutes or less from us, 
we had our pick of places to 
visit. Next time we will plan a 
longer stay. 
	 If you have never visited 
this part of our great state, 
you have missed beautiful 
treasures just waiting for you 
to discover them. If this all 
sounds like the kind of places 
you would like to visit and ex-
plore, I certainly understand. 
I might even see you there!

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-728-5514 (office).

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

We took a trip back in time
Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

POET'S CORNER
A Stormy March Day | By: Randy C. Hale

Today, the March winds blow

a steady breeze.

A storm is coming, the pond moves

as the wind combs its surface.

The trees are bowing as in prayer.

The clouds are low and brooding,

the sky looks bruised a blueish black.

There are white blooms bouncing on

the pear trees, and daffodils shake

their yellow tops.

Nature can be a violent visitor,

coming down with her temper.

She has no intention of staying long,

but how her memories may linger.

The trunk of the old oak, doesn't

move, and we count on his

stubborn form.

Soon the rain will come in torrents

and wash the dust away.

This March—stormy day.

From the files of 
March 29, 1928

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONE CENT A WORD ADS *
FOR SALE—Two good 
Horses and an automobile. 
Cash or terms. G. W. Johnson 
Store. 1 22mar-2

FOR SALE—30 colonies 
healthy bees with hive 
Dupers Combs and honey at 
$10 for one; $7 each for ten 
or $5 each fo all. Box 24, War-
rior, Alabama. 29mar-4pd

WE PURCHASE Mortgag-
es on Cullman County Real 
Estate. Fuller-Smith & Co. 
26jan-tf

EAST WELTI NEWS
Cullman R. 8, March 26—
Farming is the order of the 

day at present.
	 We are sorrow to say 
there are several out school 
on account of the measles.
	 Misses Jewel and Lola 
Baker spent Saturday night 
with Misses Mollie and 
Audry Norman.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Herman 
Lee of Birmingham, were the 
dinner guests of her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Stewart, 
Sunday.
	 Miss Gracy spent Sun-
day-afternoon with Misses 
Ruby and Venie Glasscock.
	 Walter Stewart called 
on Miss Lela Pearl Herndon 
Sunday.
	 Clifford Davis of Birming-
ham, was the guest of Miss 
Mollie Norman Sunday.
	 We are glad to say the 
community has nearly com-
pleted H. H. Baker's new 

barn.
	 Lookout girls O. D. 
Norman is driving a good 
looking Chevrolet car.
	 Mrs. A. W. Stewart has 
returned home after visiting 
her sons in Gadsden.
	 Mrs. Annie McCutchen 
and children of Birmingham 
spent Saturday night with 
her mother in our burg.
	 Alex Ham is on the sick 
list at this time.
	 We are sorry to say E. F. 
Basenberg lost nearly all of 
his corn Friday night when 
his crib burned.
	 Mr. and Mrs. A. H., Nuss 
of Garden City, were visiting 
relatives in our burg Sunday.

HOLLY POND NEWS
Holly Pond, March 26.—We 
are proud to see our new 
school building started.

	 Sorry our merchants, Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter Shaw have 
had the flu.
	 Norris Estes and Buin 
House, Virgil and Jinnie 
Livesley are out of school 
with the measles.
	 Sorry to say our old 
friend, Uncle Ludie Crumb-
ley continues very ill.
	 Miss Hester Crumbley 
had the misfortune of knock-
ing her knee cap off Friday 
while playing base ball.
	 Denzer Shoemaker and 
Raymond Hawcock were the 
company of Misses Tessie 
Ellard and Rhea Dodson 
Sunday evening.
	 Alma Jones of Baileyton 
called on Miss Jewell Dodson 
Sunday.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Donie 
Burgess were seen passing 
through our burg Sunday af-

ternoon.
	 Hulet King was the pleas-
ant caller of Miss Louis Burks 
of Brooklyn Sunday after-
noon.
	 We are glad to report 
the young people of this 
place have picked up energy 
enought to organize a Senior 
B. Y. P. U. We wish them God 
speed in their good works.
	 Mrs. B. O. Shuttles, who 
has been very ill is getting 
along nicely at this writing.
	 Our little place was visit-
ed by a hail storm last night. 
Hope no serious damage was 
done.
	 Some of young people at-
tended the singing at Union 
Grove Sunday evening. They 
reported a good time.
	 All remember our sing-
ing.
	 Mrs. Vener Laster of Bir-

mingham, spent the week 
end with home folks, Mr. and 
Mrs. N. J.

HISTORY
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COLUMN
19 things boys need growing up

years. Find more of Joe’s stories 
on his blog: https://mylifeasahob-
by.blogspot.com. Follow him on 
Facebook at Joe Hobby Comedi-
an-Writer.
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

%%
OFFOFF

225-65-17

ALL TIRES

SETS OF 4 MEDIUM AND LIKE NEW

(NEW AND LIGHT TRUCK EXCLUDED)

%%
OFFOFFMAD ABOUT MAD ABOUT 

SAVING?SAVING?
MARCH LIKE MADNESS TOMARCH LIKE MADNESS TO

COLLEGE TIRE COLLEGE TIRE 
FOR A WINNING DEAL!FOR A WINNING DEAL!

 WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ANYONE'S PRICE ON
COMPARABLE MANUFACTURERS AND SIZES!

COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE

. . . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

Obituary Announcements: March 27-28

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Phone: 256-739-1351
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Ronald Lee James, 77
Funeral service for Ronald Lee 
James, 77, of Baileyton will be 
at 2 p.m., Monday, March 31, 
2025, at Cullman Funeral Home 
Chapel.  The family will receive 
friends at the funeral home from 
noon-2 p.m. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to serve the 
family. Mr. James passed from 
this life March 25, 2025, at his 
residence.  He was born June 5, 
1947, to Homer and Ruth Box 
James.  When he was able, he en-
joyed hunting, fishing and being 
outdoors.  He loved his family. 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents; his brothers, Bobby Joe 
James, Bert James, Lloyd James, 
Pete James, Elbert James; sister, 
Verline Reynolds. Survivors 
include his wife of 54 years, 
Martha James; son, Joey James; 
brothers, Donald James, Wil-
liam James, Vernon (Debbie) 
James; sisters, Lois Branch, 
Joyce Wolfert; grandchildren, 
Zachery Smalley, Alexis James, 
Gracelynn Gilland, Lillie Wiley, 
Emma Wiley; family and friends. 
Friends may sign the online 
guestbook at www.cullmanfu-
neralhome.com. 

Joan McClellan Cleghorn, 78
Funeral service for Joan McClel-
lan Cleghorn, 78, of Addison will 
be at 2 p.m., Saturday, March 29, 
2025, at Addison Baptist Church 
with interment in Kemp Cem-
etery, Bro. Kyle Woodard and 
Justin Lee officiating.  Visitation 
will be from noon-2 p.m. at Addi-
son Baptist Church prior to the 
funeral. Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family. 
Mrs. Cleghorn passed away 
March 26, 2025 at UAB Hospi-
tal.  She was born July 26,1946, 
to Horace and Ester Waid Mc-
Clellan. Joan had a great per-
sonality. She enjoyed gardening, 
cooking, canning, hunting and 
making floral arrangements. 
She loved her family. She was 
preceded in death by her par-
ents and a brother, Herman 
McClellan. Survivors include 
her husband of 47 years, Wayne 
Cleghorn; son, Darrell (Vickie) 
Smith; sisters, Ellan (Marcus) 
Oliver, Linda (Darrell) Lee; a 
host of nieces, nephews, family 
and friends. Pallbearers will be 
Justin Lee, Patrick Cobb, Jake 
Lee, Roger Cleghorn, David 
Cleghorn, Anthony Delecruse.  
Honorary pallbearers will be 
Mack Lee, Kaden Lee, Knox 
Carden, Bryson Smalley. Friends 
may sign the online guestbook at 
www.cullmanfuneralhome.com. 

Johnny Vann Scott, 76
Funeral Service for Johnny Vann 

Scott, age 76, of Logan, Alabama, 
will be at 11 a.m. on Friday, March 
28, 2025, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home, burial at Center 
Grove Cemetery. Visitation will 
be from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. on Thurs-
day, March 27, 2025, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home. Cull-
man Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of the arrangements. 
Mr. Scott passed away on Tues-
day, March 25, 2025, at his 
residence. He was born June 8, 
1948, to Vann Buron Scott and 
Mary Jane Craft Scott. He was 
preceded in death by, his wife 
Donna Gail Scott; father, Vann 
Buron Scott; his mother, Mary 
Jane Scott; two brothers, Roger 
Dale Scott and Michael Wayne 
Scott Survivors include his chil-
dren, Jeffrey “Jeff” Dewayne 
Scott, Debra Susan Smith, Kim 
(Jason) Hall, Buron (Carman) 
Scott and Emily (Jason) Sell-
ers; grandchildren, Cody Scott, 
Erin (Justin) Hightower, Magan 
(Clay) Scott, Madison Hall, 
Samantha Scott, Emma Sellers 
and Whitney Spooner; great 
grandchildren, Isaiah Martin, 
Kaylee Spooner, Kayden Spoon-
er, Kymber Spooner, Kennedy 
Scott, Riley Scott, and Joe Scott 
and his little dog and companion, 
Two. Mr. Scott was married to 
his loving wife, Donna, for 53 
years; He spent several years 
in the Army and had a love of 
music, where he learned to play 5 
different musical instruments by 
ear. He loved his family, and was 
an avid outdoorsman that loved 
game fowl, hunting, and fishing.

Thelene Dean White, 88
A graveside service for Thelene 
Dean White, 88, of Hanceville 
will be 12:30 p.m. Friday March 
28, at Hopewell Cemetery.  
Visitation will be prior to the 
service from 10 a.m. until noon 
at Hanceville Funeral Home. 
Mrs. White was born April 26, 
1936, in Cullman, Alabama.  She 
passed away March 26, 2025, 
in Hanceville, Alabama. Mrs. 
White is survived by her children, 
Tim White (Kathy), Mike White 
(Tammy); grandchildren, Clint 
White (Heather), Chad White 
(Cami), Trey White, Bailey 
White; great grandchildren, Ally 
White, Jace White, Jaxon White, 
Layne White; sister, Ruth Stovall 
(Jim); sister-in-law, Frances 
Dean. Mrs. White was preceded 
in death by her husband, Luther 
White Jr.; parents, Hessie Dean 
and Willie Lou Sanders; brother, 
James Ethredge Dean; and her 
nephew, Jeff Stovall. The family 
of Mrs. White would like to 
send a thank you to her primary 
caregiver, and grand daughter-

in-law, Cami White, special 
friend Tracy White, and to Cull-
man Regional Medical Center 
Hospice for their love, care, and 
support throughout this time of 
their loss and transition. Serving 
as pallbearers will be her grand-
children; and friends Roy Manly, 
and Brandon Singleton. Hancev-
ille Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the White family.

Deborah Gail Waldrep, 77
Mrs. Deborah Gail Waldrep of 
Vinemont, Alabama, went to 
be with her Lord and Savior on 
Sunday, March 23, 2025, at the 
age of 77. A celebration of life 
service will be held at noon on 
Friday, March 28, 2025, at the 
Moss Funeral Home Chapel, 
with Dr. Matt Smith officiating. 
The family will receive friends 
at the funeral home from 10 
a.m. until the service begins. 
Deborah became deaf in her 
elementary years. Although she 
lost the ability to hear, her spirit 
remained unbroken, and her 
love for her family, others, and 
Jesus Christ only grew stronger 
through her adversities. She was 
a faithful member of East Side 
Baptist Church for 32 years and 
truly cherished her pastor and 
church family. Deborah enjoyed 
serving the deaf community in 
Cullman County and strongly 
desired for everyone to have 
a personal relationship with 
Jesus. She also loved volunteer-
ing at Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) and teaching children 
sign language. She was known as 
a prayer warrior. When Deborah 
committed to pray for someone, 
she followed through and en-
couraged her church family to 
intercede as well. Deborah was 
also a beloved Auburn Tigers 
fan! She is preceded in death 
by her parents, James Camp-
bell and Hazel Irene Rainey, 
husband Charles Waldrep, son 
Bruce Lee Waldrep, sisters Faye 
Mitchell and Janice Livingston, 
and brothers Rickey Campbell 
and Peyton Campbell. Survivors 
include her sister, Teena (James) 
Davis, brother, Tim Campbell, 
and a host of nieces and neph-
ews. In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that contributions be made 
to the Missions Fund at East 
Side Baptist Church, 1111 Third 
Street SE, Cullman, AL 35055. 
Moss Service Funeral Home 
directing.

Luther Marlin Hyde, Sr., 76
Luther Marlin Hyde, Sr., 76, of 
Cullman, Alabama, passed away 
on March 26, 2025. Luther was 
born to Richard and Eula Mae 
Butler Hyde on Oct. 13, 1948. 

Mr. Hyde served our country 
honorably in the United States 
Army, including a tour in Viet-
nam. He was a truck driver by 
trade, but he was also a mechanic 
and enjoyed small engine repair 
as well. Mr. Hyde is preceded 
in death by his parents; son, 
Luther Hyde, Jr.; daughter, 
Marla Hollis; and brother, Arty 
Hyde. Those surviving Luther 
includes his wife, Sandra Hyde; 
son, James Hyde; brother, Ricky 
Hyde (Penny); sister-in-law, 
Dot Hyde; grandchildren, Caleb 
Hollis, Sarah Hollis, Piper Hyde, 
Destiny Lovell, Desmond Hyde; 
great-grandchildren, Bowdie 
Pew, Mazie Whatley, Lowan 
Whatley, Josie Williams, Jemma 
Williams, Mark Williams, and 
Theo Williams. Described by 
his son as “the greatest man he 
has ever known,” Luther leaves 
behind a legacy of love and 
loyalty and his memory will be 
cherished for generations to 
come. Holly Pond Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the Hyde 
family.

Robie Lynn Cordes, 69
Robie Lynn Cordes, age 69, of 
Hanceville, Alabama passed 
away on Wednesday, March 26, 
2025. She was born on May 12, 
1955, in Birmingham to Yewell 
Dayton and Eva Mae Holloway 
Clifton. Mrs. Cordes is preced-
ed in death by: husband: James 
Henry Cordes, father: Yewell 
Dayton Clifton, sister: Ann 
Heath. Funeral services will be 
on Monday, March 31, 2025, at 
2 p.m. at Temple Baptist Church. 
Mrs. Cordes will lie in state for 
one hour prior to the service. 
Interment will follow services in 
Good Hope Cemetery. Survivors 
are: mother: Eva Mae Nix, daugh-
ter: April Cordes (Greg) Ward, 
son: Matthew James Cordes, sis-
ters: Valerie (Kenneth) Cordes, 
Tina (Brian) Shugarts, Yvetta 
(Ty) Chandler, brother: Dayton 
(Mary) Clifton, grandchildren: 
Katiah Ward, Trenten Cordes, 
Tyce Ward, Abigail Duncan. 
Visitation will be on Monday, 
March 31, 2025, at Moss Funeral 
Home from 10 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m. Please share condolences 
and memories with the family at 
www.mossservicefh.com. Moss 
Service Funeral Home directing.

Joyce Kugler, 65
A person’s legacy is defined not 
by what happens on a single day 
or even by the words she uses. In-
stead, it is defined by the things 
she did with and for others. Joyce 
“Joy” Mann Kugler was a dearly 
loved and loving person. She was 
full of affection, compassion, 

and creativity. She shared her 
life with her husband Dennis. 
They were married 44 years, and 
together for 50. Dennis was by 
Joy’s side when she passed the 
morning of March 25, 2025. Joy 
was so special to her family that 
she loved dearly, friends with 
whom she shared many wonder-
ful times, and her numerous pets 
that were lucky enough to come 
to be loved and cared for by her. 
In addition to her love for her 
family, friends, and four-egged 
family, Joy also loved the arts- 
music, paintings, and sculpture. 
She was a talented and creative 
artist and seamstress. Joy was 
beautiful inside and out. She 
possessed a cool and perfectly 
unique sense of style. Joy left an 
indelible impression on many 
people. The following tribute 
reflects her life and legacy. “Aunt 
Joy was always so special to 
me. When I was small, I looked 
forward to talking to her and 
Uncle Dennis on the phone and 
spending a night on the week-
ends with them. The first few 
times I spent the night Joy and 
Dennis, Joy and I would sleep 
on the sofa (I was younger than 
5). I would wake up hot, kicking 
off covers, only to wake up later 
with her afraid I was getting 
cold and covering me up with a 
quilt. And this repeated all night. 
We have always laughed about 
this memory. When I was older 
(pre-teen) I would spend the 
night with them after our fam-
ily’s Christmas gathering. I was 
always so excited to be around 
them— and the wonderful gifts 
they blessed me with! One spe-
cific memory is sticking my head 
out of Dennis’ BMW’s sunroof 
as we rode down Highway 31 
near Top Hat BBQ. Joy always 
loved animals. She would take 
in stray cats and had numerous 
ones that were fortunate to find 
themselves in her care. On one 
occasion, she and I stopped on 
Interstate 65 to rescue two dogs 
that were stuck in the median. 
After saving the dogs and manag-
ing to not get ran over ourselves, 
we got the dogs returned to their 
owner within just a couple of 
hours. As I got older, Joy and 
I went to art shows, museums, 
and concerts. I even snuck us 
into the Galleria to camp out for 
Pearl Jam concert tickets (we 
got 13th row on the floor!) We 
saw countless wonderful shows 
at City Stages. One particularly 
fun memory is us dancing at a 
Toots and the Maytals perfor-
mance. That show is just one of 
many. Another great memory is 
us going to see George Rodrigue 
paint one of his Blue Dog paint-

ings. That evening a young man 
(my age, at the time) asked if we 
were sisters. Joy was an excellent 
chef. She could make so many 
delicious things. She taught me 
to love things I might not have 
ever tasted or experienced. I 
enjoyed many delicious meals 
with her and Dennis (he’s also 
an excellent cook). I would leave 
Montevallo and Tuscaloosa to 
go spend the night with Joy and 
Dennis, and usually had a friend 
eagerly joining me. Spending the 
evening with them was better 
than any shenanigans available 
in Tuscaloosa or Montevallo. 
Joy was an artist, and created 
beautiful paintings. Her artwork 
was on display at a gallery in Bir-
mingham, and it was a great night 
going to see it. Joy and Dennis 
love music. They exposed me to 
many different artists and musi-
cal styles. I’ve tried to share an 
expansive music palate with my 
kids to follow in their footsteps. 
I can’t believe she’s gone. But 
I treasure the love, memories, 
and time shared with Joy, and 
she will be with me forever.” Joy 
was the daughter of the late Jack 
Mann and Faye Mann Graham. 
She is survived by her husband, 
Dennis Kugler; brother, Ken-
neth Mann; brother, Bill Kugler 
(Kim); niece, Aundrea Mann 
Snyder (Eric); nephew, Lawton 
Kugler; great-nieces and neph-
ews, Sophia, Stella, and Oscar 
Snyder; aunt, Sherry Shedd 
(Dennis); great-aunt, Sharon 
Allen (Charles); along with 
other family members and close 
friends. A memorial service will 
be held at Moss Service Funeral 
Home in Cullman on Saturday, 
March 29, 2025, at 2 p.m.

Frances “Gwen” Gwendolyn 
Welch, 89
Frances "Gwen" Gwendolyn 
Welch, age 89, of Hanceville, 
Alabama passed away on Thurs-
day, March 27, 2025. Gwen is 
survived by her children Glenn 
(Angela), Threesa & Eugene. 
Six Grandchildren, eleven Great 
Grandchildren, and a host of 
family and friends. Gwen was 
preceded in death by her hus-
band Tracy Welch; her parents 
Amon & Clara Moon. as well as 
her siblings A celebration of life 
visitation for Gwen will be held 
Sunday, March 30, 2025, from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at Moss-Service 
Funeral Home, 1901 Second 
Avenue, NW, Cullman, AL 
35055, followed by a celebra-
tion of life funeral service at 3 
p.m. Gwen will be laid to rest in 
Shelton Grove Cemetery, 1615 
County Road 46, Hanceville, AL 
35077.

Alabama Cooperative Extension System to 
host Women in Ag Workshop April 25-26

CLEVELAND, Ala. — 
Female farmers of any ex-
perience level are invited to 
attend the upcoming Women 
in Ag Workshop, a two-day, 
hands-on educational event 
April 25-26, at the Blount 
County Multipurpose Com-
plex in Cleveland, Alabama. 
Open to anyone 19 and older, 
the workshop is designed 
by women, for women and 
provides practical training 
across a wide variety of agri-
cultural topics.
	 Hosted by the Alabama 
Cooperative Extension 
System, the workshop aims 
to build knowledge and con-
fidence in core farming skills, 
with a particular focus on 
helping women gain hands-
on experience in an encour-
aging and supportive envi-
ronment. 

The workshop will cover 
both livestock and hor-
ticulture production, in-
cluding:
•	 Cattle evaluation
•	 Cattle handling and vac-
cines
•	 Calving demonstration
•	 Small fruit production
•	 Cut flower production
•	 Beekeeping basics

•	 Food preservation
•	 Tractor basics
•	 Trailer safety and backing
•	 Soil sampling
•	 Small engine mainte-
nance
•	 Estate planning

“The Women in Ag event is 
an educational opportunity 
for female farm operators 
to increase their knowledge 
and confidence of basic farm 
skills such as tractor driving 
and trailer backing,” said Dr. 
Kira Sims, Cullman County 
Extension coordinator. 
	 “Many of the sessions will 
be hands-on so participants 
can learn by doing. This event 
will also feature both live-
stock and horticulture topics 
through breakout sessions.”
	 She added, “Marketing 
the farm, estate planning and 
food preservation presenta-
tions are also in the lineup. 
	 "There will also be a fun 
flower-arranging activity at 
the end of the first day as a 
way to unwind.”
	 Instructors will include 
Alabama Extension profes-
sionals along with experi-
enced local female farmers, 
who will lead and assist with 
the hands-on portions.
	 Guest speakers with ex-
pertise in farm marketing 

and estate planning will also 
provide presentations during 
the event.
	 “Some women are intim-
idated operating equipment 
on their farm or have a desire 
to learn these skills for future 
farm endeavors,” Sims said. 
	 “This event will create an 
encouraging learning envi-
ronment for women to gain 
confidence in basic farm-
ing tasks and increase their 
knowledge of a variety of 
topics from beef to bees.”
	 The workshop runs from 
8 a.m.-6:30 p.m. on Friday, 
April 25, and from 8 a.m.- 
2:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 
26.
	 Registration is $125, cov-
ering all meals, materials and 
supplies. The registration 
deadline is Friday, April 18, 
at 4 p.m. and space is lim-
ited. The registration fee is 
non-refundable.
	 Participants with acces-
sibility needs should contact 
Dr. Kira Sims at 256-737-
9386 by April 11. 
	 To register, visit www.
aces.edu/go/4884. For more 
information, contact Dr. Kira 
Sims at 256-737-9386 or kira.
sims@auburn.edu.
	 The Blount County Mul-
tipurpose Complex is locat-
ed at 6700 County Road 1, 
Cleveland, Alabama 35049.

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com


