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East Elementary, Cullman 
Middle School win NASP 

State Championships

41st annual Bloomin’ Festival sees 
thousands; Sunday rained out
CULLMAN, Ala. — The 41st 
annual Bloomin' Festival 
took place this past week-
end. While it was scheduled 
for Saturday and Sunday, 
April 5-6, Sunday’s event was 

canceled due to inclement 
weather. However, after the 
cancellation was announced, 
online donations and raffle 
tickets brought in $14,000 in 
just the first hour, with do-
nations and sales continuing 
into the afternoon. Saturday 
saw a huge turnout. From 

opening to closing, thousands 
of people visited the festival.
 Vendors of all kinds dis-
played arts and crafts, and 
there was a wide array of 
festival food and music. The 
Bloomin' Festival featured 
more than 150 talented arti-
sans from across 

East Elementary 
School (3,110) and 
Cullman Middle 
School (3,349) 

earned wins at this year’s 
NASP Alabama State Cham-
pionship in Montgomery. 
Vinemont High School and 
Vinemont Elementary fin-
ished second in their respec-

tive divisions with scores of 
3,409 and 3,078.

HIGHEST LOCAL 
SCORERS

• High school boys: Tyson 
James, Vinemont (293) - 
Noah May, Good Hope (293)

• High school girls: An-
naLee McRae, Vinemont 

(288)

• Middle school boys: Owen 
Murphy, Cullman (287)

• Middle school girls: 
Gabby Sartin, Cullman (289)

• Elementary boys: Trevor 
Bone, East (282)

• Elementary girls: Isabella 
McDonald, West (286)

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

STAR ID (REAL ID) 
enforcement begins May 7: 
What you need to know » PAGE 2

Library hosting Young Writers’ 
Workshop April 10 » PAGE 2
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A portion of the 41st annual Bloomin’ Festival 
is seen on Saturday, April 5, 2025.» PAGE 7

EAST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

East Elementary archery team

CULLMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Cullman Middle School archery team
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Dinner with the Drumline
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Senior percussionists, from left to right: Max Townson, Rudra 
Patel, Lily Howze (section leader) and Eliana Hollis » PAGE 3

McDonald, Chapman named 
March CCBOE/AmFirst Teacher, 
Staff Member of the Month

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

AmFirst Teacher of the Month Patrick McDonald, left, and 
AmFirst Staff Member of the Month Linda Chapman » PAGE 5
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Young 
artists 
shine 
in art 

contest
Local students place in 

2025 4th Congressional 
District Art Competition

Baileyton changes polling location; 
Easter Egg Hunt this Saturday, April 12

BAILEYTON, Ala. — The 
Baileyton Town Council 
meeting was called to order 
by Mayor Windell Calloway 
and opened with an invoca-
tion by Councilman Dewayne 

Sumner on Monday, April 7. 
 At its previous meeting, 
the council passed a resolu-
tion to hold the Town’s Mu-
nicipal Election at the Bai-
leyton Community Center. 
However, because Cullman 
County’s General Election 
is the same day, the council 

amended Resolution 2025-2 
to move the Municipal Elec-
tion from the community 
center to Baileyton Town 
Hall. Both elections will take 
place Tuesday, Aug. 26, 2025.
 The Town of Baileyton 
will hosts its 2025 Easter Egg 
Hunt this 

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Rep. 
Robert Aderholt, R-Alabama, 
announced the winners of the 
2025 4th Congressional Dis-
trict Art Competition during 
a special awards ceremony 
held Monday morning, April 
7, at Wallace State Communi-
ty College.
 Elianna Hollis, a student 
at Cullman High School, 
placed first in the Drawings 
category. Maria Agnello, a 
student at St. Bernard Prep 
School, placed first in the 
Computer Graphics category. 
Other local winners included 
Frankie Kate Kruger from 
Cullman High School (third 
place, Collages), Emma Bea-
vers from West Point High 
School (second place, Prints) 
and Harper Granger from 
Cullman High School (third 
place, Mixed Media).
 The top honor, Best of 
Show, was awarded to Natalie 
Jones, an 11th grader at DAR 
School in Grant. Natalie’s 
exceptional piece—a color-
ful 3D crocheted tree—will 
be displayed in the United 
States Capitol for the next 
year as part of the national 
Congressional Art Compe-
tition exhibit. As the Best of 
Show winner, Natalie will 
also travel to Washington, 
D.C. this summer to partici-
pate in the national awards 
ceremony. In addi-

Katie Spicer
katie@cullmantoday.com
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Cullman City Council April 7 
notes: Tax abatement, clean 
financial audit, Rock the 
South permit tabled » PAGE 6

Fairview Town Council talks 
infrastructure improvements, 
fire department donation » PAGE 7
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The Baileyton Town Council is seen on Monday, April 7, 2025.» PAGE 5

» PAGE 7
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Elianna Hollis, a student at Cullman High School, placed 
first in the Drawings category (top). Maria Agnello, a 
student at St. Bernard Prep School, placed first in the 
Computer Graphics category (center). Other local winners 
included Frankie Kate Kruger from Cullman High School 
(third place, Collages), Emma Beavers from West Point 
High School (second place, Prints) and Harper Granger 
from Cullman High School (third place, Mixed Media).
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Wallace State Theatre to 
present ‘Little Women: 
The Musical’ April 11-13

WALLACE STATE

Rebekah Clay, Allie Bess Chenault, Tahauny Cleghorn 
and ReaAnna Rusk rehearse a scene from 
Wallace State Theatre’s upcoming production 
of “Little Women: The Musical.” » PAGE 6
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Best of Show, 
was awarded 
to Natalie 
Jones, an 
11th grader at 
DAR School 
in Grant. »
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‘It’s like childhood 
all over again’

James Brumley of Cullman City Schools 
honored with 2025 Morton-Smith Award

CULLMAN, Ala. — James 
Brumley, chief school fi-
nance & operations officer 
at Cullman City Schools, has 
been awarded the prestigious 
2025 Morton-Smith Award 

by the Alabama Association 
of School Business Officials 
(AASBO). This esteemed 
recognition celebrates Brum-
ley's exceptional leadership 
and unwavering dedication 
to the field of educational fi-
nance.
	 The Morton-Smith 

Award, now in its 15th year, 
acknowledges individuals 
who have demonstrated out-
standing commitment and 
proficiency in school finan-
cial management. Brumley's 
extensive expertise spans 
over 23 years in governmen-
tal accounting, 

CULLMAN, Ala. — About 
150 people filled the Cullman 
County Agricultural Trade 
Center Friday, April 11, for 
the annual Senior Easter Egg 
Hunt.
	 Cullman County Com-
mission on Aging (COA) 
Director Stephanie Lawson 
said you're never too old for 
a little Easter magic, and this 
event provides just that for 
local seniors. 
	 “We had 1,000 eggs to 
hunt with the senior citizens 
today,” Lawson said.
	 “This is just such a fun 
way to get our locals involved 

and out moving hunting 
eggs. It’s like childhood all 
over again. We love to have 
them and be able to entertain 
them.” 
	 Lawson said she estimat-
ed 150 in attendance between 
seniors, volunteers and elect-
ed officials.
	 Community member and 
candidate for Alabama House 
of Representatives, District 
11, Don Fallin was in atten-
dance and said he wanted 
to thank Lawson for all the 
great things she does for the 
COA and local senior centers, 
as well as the Egg Hunt. 
	 “We are so thankful for 
Stephanie’s hard work and 
effort that she pours into se-

niors,” Fallin said.
	 “We are thankful for all 
the local people who came by 
to support it.”
	 Cullman County Sheriff 
Matt Gentry thanked the 
COA for inviting him to cele-
brate the Easter season with 
local senior residents.  
	 “It is an honor to be a part 
of such a wonderful event. It 
is great to see the excitement 
and joy on the faces of every-
one here,” Gentry said. "The 
Easter season is a great time 
for fellowship and fun. This 
is particularly true with our 
senior citizens here in Cull-
man County. They truly are 
the foundation that makes 
Cullman County so special.”
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Stover represents St. 
Bernard in Vietnam

ST. BERNARD

Rachael Stover » PAGE 8

ALEA arrests suspect in connection 
to suspicious letters delivered to 
government officials » PAGE 2

Easter Bake Sale April 19 to support 
Hanceville Elementary Archery 
Team’s Nationals trip » PAGE 5

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Cullman City Schools Chief School Finance & Operations 
Officer James Brumley, right, and his wife, Beth, are 
pictured in this 2020 Cullman Tribune file photo.» PAGE 8
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The Easter Bunny was the VIP at the 2025 Senior Easter Egg Hunt, held 
Friday, April 11, at the Cullman County Agricultural Trade Center.
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported April 11

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below are the 
arrests and incidents reported April 
11, 2025. All persons are innocent 
until proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure to 
appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
April 7
•	 harassment; CR 1141
•	 domestic violence; CR 703
•	 burglary; Hwy. 278E
•	 theft of property; CR 747
•	 harassment; CR 718
•	 burglary; CR 1735
•	 burglary; CR 509
•	 harassing communications; CR 
1118
•	 domestic violence; CR 998
•	 theft of property; CR 1564
•	 theft of property; CR 1485
•	 harassment; CR 1177
•	 unlawful breaking and enter-
ing of a motor vehicle; trespassing; 
H&H Rd.

April 8
•	 unlawful possession of a con-
trolled substance; possession of 
drug paraphernalia; CR 1338
•	 theft of property; CR 949
•	 burglary; CR 649
•	 domestic violence; CR 1173
•	 trespassing; CR 397
•	 theft of property; CR 1059
•	 violation of protection order; 
CR 25

April 9 
•	 unlawful possession of a con-
trolled substance; possession of 
marijuana; possession of drug par-
aphernalia; Main St. NE Hanceville
•	 unlawful possession of a con-
trolled substance; CR 599
•	 trespassing; criminal mischief; 
CR 1745
•	 harassing communications; US. 
31
•	 unlawful breaking and entering 
a motor vehicle; Hwy. 91
•	 dog bite; CR 1570
•	 criminal mischief; CR 698

ARRESTS
April 7-9
Adams, Alyssa G.; 24
•	 criminal trespass
•	 FTA – DUI (alcohol)

Addison, William H.; 52
•	 FTA – family offense-NS non-
support-child

Brown, Carl G.; 22
•	 FTA – theft-shoplifting, $500-
less than $1500
•	 FTA – illegal possession/use of 
a credit/debit card
•	 FTA – reckless driving

Burks, Kenneth A.; 24
•	 possession of methamphet-
amine

Clowers, Brianne H.; 33
•	 criminal mischief – damaged 
property
•	 criminal trespass

Davis, Kayla L.; 28
•	 PROBATION VIOLATION – 
possession of drug paraphernalia

Gatlin, Sydney N.; 33
•	 family offense-causing of de-
linquency, dependency or need of 
supervision of children

Grammer, Jami R.; 46
•	 DRUG COURT SANCTION – 
possession of drug paraphernalia
•	 DRUG COURT SANCTION – 
possession of dangerous drugs

Hale, Joshua S.; 31
•	 attempting to elude a police 
officer

Hardin, Jason L.; 50
•	 tax/revenue-licenses required; 
exceptions; fees. (home building 
and home improvement industries

Johnson, Dessie K.; 38
•	 family offense-causing of de-
linquency, dependency or need of 
supervision of children

Keel, Christopher A.; 41
•	 assault-domestic-simple as-
sault-family

LeClair, Kendra L.; 46
•	 PROBATION VIOLATION 
– theft-miscellaneous, $500-less 
than $1500

Lower, Breanna; 20
•	 GJ – theft

McKinnon, Alan D.; 68
•	 violation of a domestic violence 
protection order

Nickles, Jessica L.; 29
•	 assault-child abuse-sim-
ple-family

Simmons, Charles T.; 34
•	 FTA – possession of drug para-
phernalia

Smith, Jackie E.; 71
•	 FTA – permitting dogs to run at 
large

Walker, Laklee S.; 31
•	 public intoxication

Warren, Jerry T.; 30
•	 DRUG COURT SANCTION – 
possession of dangerous drugs

Washburn, Jodie R.; 44
•	 PROBATION VIOLATION – 
theft-miscellaneous

Whitehead, Benjamin F.; 30
•	 burglary-residence-force

Williams, Daniel S.; 38
•	 PROBATION VIOLATION – 
theft-miscellaneous, $1500-2500 
(2 counts)

Wynn, Gregory P.; 49
•	 PROBATION VIOLATION – 
buying/receiving stolen property

Yancy, Katrina J.; 41
•	 possession of methamphet-
amine
•	 possession of drug parapherna-
lia
•	 possession of marijuana-2nd 
degree

Yates Jr., Jimmy L.; 37

•	 FTA – driving while suspended, 
revoked or canceled

Yeager, Carol A.; 61
•	 negotiating worthless instru-
ment

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
April 9
•	 burglary-3rd degree; person/
City of Cullman; Hwy. 69N
•	 criminal mischief-3rd degree; 
person; damage to ’04 Ford Ranger; 
$250; Tanner Dr. NW
•	 unlawful breaking and entering 
of a motor vehicle; theft of prop-
erty-1st degree; person; miscella-
neous; $5,825; Birmingham St. SW
•	 domestic violence-3rd degree; 
person; 4th St. SW
•	 harassing communications; 
person
•	 duty upon striking unattended 
vehicle; person; damage to ’14 Kia 
Sorento; $1,300; Cherokee Ave. SW

April 10
•	 theft of property-4th degree; 
Wal-Mart; general merchandise; 
$21; Hwy. 157
•	 unlawful breaking and entering 
of a motor vehicle; person; Hwy. 157
•	 fraudulent use of credit/debit 

card; person; miscellaneous charges
•	 theft of property-4th degree; 
Wal-Mart; general merchandise; 
$89; Olive St. SW

ARRESTS
April 9-10
Lower, Breanna; 20
•	 GJ – theft of property-1st 
degree

Farmer, Kimberly T.; 31
•	 theft of property-4th degree

Fanning, Ricky D.; 33
•	 FTA – public intoxication (2 
counts)

Walker, Laklee S.; 31
•	 FTA – public intoxication
•	 FTA – criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

Miller, Brasha N.; 33
•	 receiving stolen property-1st 
degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents reported.

Find arrest and incident reports 
online Monday-Friday at www.
CullmanTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

 $300
Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with  

any other offer or promotional financing. Must be presented  
at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 03/01/2025.

ANY  
PROJECT    O

F
F

 Healthy Crawl Spaces 

 Stable Foundations

 Humidity Control

256-418-8189 
ALFrontierRepair.com 

 Dry Basements

 Level Concrete

 Radon Mitigation

ADULT EDUCATION
INSTRUCTOR

PHYSICAL THERAPY
ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR

For more information, please
contact the Human Resources
Department at 256-352-8029.

Wallace State Community College is an equal opportunity employer. EOE

WALLACE STATE
COMMUNITY

COLLEGE-HANCEVILLE
HAS THE FOLLOWING OPEN POSITIONS:

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, 
ALABAMA

NOTICE OF ADOPTION PROCEEDING - Case No: PR-
2025-000392

TO: any unknown father of BBB A/K/A BWB, a minor; 
whose whereabouts are unknown Please take notice that a 
Petition to adopt BBB A/K/A BWB a male born to Daina 
Eve Elizabeth Bauernfeind on March 17, 2025 in Jasper, 
Cullman County, Alabama has been filed in the Probate 
Court of Shelby County, alleging that the identity of the 
biological parent of said minor child may be unknown or 
has not been disclosed to the court, and whose relationship 
of said possible unknown or undisclosed biological parent 
to the aforesaid minor child is that of the biological father. 
As a notified party, you may appear in the adoption pro-
ceeding to contest or support the Petition for Adoption.

Please be advised that if you intend to contest this adop-
tion, you must file a written response within thirty (30) 
days from the last day this Notice of Adoption Proceeding 
is published with the attorney for said Petitioner, whose 
name and address is shown below, and with the Chief 
Clerk of the Shelby County Probate Court at P.O. Box 
825, Columbiana, Alabama 35051. If you fail to respond 
within said thirty (30) days, the Court may construe that 
failure as an implied consent to the adoption and as a 
waiver of a right to appear and of further notice of the 
adoption proceedings. If the adoption is approved, your 
parental rights, if any, will be considered terminated.

This the 09 day of April, 2025.

Attorney:
AMY M. OSBORNE ESQ
4770 EASTERN VALLEY ROAD, SUITE 111 THE SHOP-
PES AT LETSON FARMS, PMB 106 MCCALLA, AL 35111
(205)515-9271

STATE OF ALABAMA    
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
COUNTY OF CULLMAN             

 WHEREAS, default has occurred in the performance of the 
covenants terms and conditions of that mortgage from St. 
Sebastian Estates, LLC, an Limited Liability Company, to 
BankFirst Financial Services, dated April 3, 2023 and record-
ed in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, 
Alabama on April 10, 2023, in Mortgage Volume 2046 at Page 
304; and
BankFirst Financial Services, as mortgagee, having declared 
all of the indebtedness secured by said mortgage due and 
payable and such default continuing, notice is hereby given 
under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, that BankFirst Financial Services, as mortgagee, 
will sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before 
the main entrance of the Court House in Cullman, Cullman 
County, Alabama during the legal hours of sale (between 11 
a.m. and 4 p.m.) on the 21st day of May, 2025, the following 
property, situated in Cullman County, Alabama together with 
hereditaments and appurtenances there unto belonging and all  
buildings, structures, fixtures and other improvements now or 
hereafter existing, erected or installed thereon to-wit:
LOT NUMBER 1 OF SAN ANTONIO, A RESIDENTIAL 
SUBDIVISION AS SHOWN AND KNOWN ON THE RE-
CORDED PLAT THEREOF FILED IN PLAT BOOK 2019 
PAGE 44 IN THE OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF PROBATE, 
CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA.

Said legal description being controlling, however the property 
is more commonly known as:

15 San Antonio Drive, Cullman, Alabama 35057;
Parcel ID:  25-22-03-05-0-001-015.002
 
Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad va-
lorem taxes (including taxes which are a lien, but not yet due 
and payable), the right of redemption of any taxing authority, 
all outstanding liens for public utilities which constitute liens 
upon the property, and any matters which might be disclosed 
by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-way, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, cove-
nants, the statutory right of redemption pursuant to Alabama 
law, and any matters of record, including, but not limited to, 
those superior to said mortgage first set out above.
Said property will be sold on an “AS-IS” basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named 
or the undersigned.  This sale is made for the purpose of pay-
ing the indebtedness secured by said mortgage, as well as the 
expenses of foreclosure.  This sale is subject to postponement 
or cancellation. 
ALABAMA LAW GIVES SOME PERSONS WHO HAVE 
AN INTEREST IN PROPERTY THE RIGHT TO REDEEM 
THE PROPERTY UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.  
PROGRAMS MAY ALSO EXIST THAT HELP PERSONS 
AVOID OR DELAY THE FORECLOSURE PROCESS.  AN 
ATTORNEY SHOULD BE CONSULTED TO HELP YOU 
UNDERSTAND THESE RIGHTS AND PROGRAMS AS A 
PART OF THE FORECLOSURE PROCESS.    

 BankFirst Financial Services,
as Mortgagee
Lowe, Mobley Lowe & LeDuke
Attorneys for Mortgagee
c/o Jonathan B. Lowe
1210 21st Street
P.O. Box 576
Haleyville, Alabama 35565
Tel: (205)486-5296

ALEA arrests suspect in connection to suspicious 
letters delivered to government officials

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
On Wednesday, April 9, at 
approximately 9:14 a.m., 
Special Agents assigned to 
the Alabama Law Enforce-
ment Agency’s (ALEA) State 
Bureau of Investigation 
(SBI) responded to the Ala-
bama State House in Mont-
gomery in response to three 
suspicious letters that were 
addressed to members of the 
Alabama House of Represen-
tatives. A fourth letter was 
sent to Governor Kay Ivey’s 
Office. Each individual letter 
included a number of por-
nographic images.
	 ALEA Special Agents im-
mediately identified a person 
of interest and launched an 
investigation.
	 The suspect, identified as 
John Watson, 54, of Dothan, 
was arrested and formally 
charged with four counts of 
dissemination of child por-
nography. Additional charges 
may be forthcoming.
	 Watson was booked into 
the Houston County Jail 
with no bond.
	 Watson, a former driver 
license examiner assigned 

to ALEA’s Driver License 
Division, was immediately 
placed on mandatory leave 
on Wednesday, April 9, as the 
Agency began the adminis-
trative process for termina-
tion.
	 However, Watson re-
signed on Thursday, April 10, 
in lieu of termination. Noth-
ing further is available as the 
investigation is ongoing.

Staff Reports
Contributor

ALEA

John Henry Watson
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
GGaauuggee  DDaayy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com
Good Hope Public Cemetery 
Decoration Weekend clean-up 
announcement 
Good Hope Public Cemetery 
will hold its annual Decoration 
Weekend on Saturday, May 3, 
and Sunday, May 4. Please have 
all old worn flowers and decora-
tions removed from the cemetery 
by Sunday, April 27. Any flowers 
and decorations remaining after 
April 27, will be subject to re-
moval by cemetery maintenance 
with respect to condition. We 
ask that all new flowers and dec-
orations be kept as close to the 
monuments as possible to aid 
in mowing. Solar lights are not 
allowed unless they are directly 
in a flower arrangement. Dona-
tions to the cemetery can be sent 
to Good Hope Public Cemetery, 
P.O. Box 355 Cullman, AL 35056 
or placed in the donation box on 
site. Donations are tax deductible 
and are essential to pay for ceme-
tery upkeep. 

SAVE THE DATE! Little Pink 
Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 7, from 6-9 p.m. 
at The Venue at Stone Bridge 
Farms. Table for eight for $450. 
Tickets available from Jennifer 
Limerick (256-201-2521 or jenni-
feralrealtor@gmail.com) or Judy 
Grissom (256-347-5993 or op-
tions5993@gmail.com) or www.
CullmanBosomBuddies.com. 
Benefits the Cullman County 
Bosom Buddies Foundation. 

Music Every Thursday Night 
in February at the Bethel Com-
munity Center
4-8 p.m. at the center, just off U.S. 
Highway 278, west of Cullman 
on County Road 1117. Bluegrass, 
gospel and country music. Musi-
cians are welcome with acoustic 
instruments only. Covered dish 
supper and everyone is invited. 
Please join us! No entry fee, but 
donations are appreciated for 
building upkeep.

Grief Support Group: Broken 
Heart for Repair
For more information, contact 
Reverend Warren Ruland at 256-
962-2521.

Cullman County Republican 
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman VFW. 

President Cathi Bradford: “We 
are going to begin training to 
track legislation in Montgomery. 
If you need information, you can 
directly message me on Face-
book.” Full meals at 5:30. Meet-
ings start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon 
and 1-3:30 p.m. We are located at 
1503 Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support 
Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Ala-
bama Career Center, 1201 Kath-
erine St. NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manager, at 
256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station next to the 
town’s park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a bag, 
and for $40 a shopper can fill a 
large box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some 
restrictions and product limits 
on the items. Cash and checks ac-
cepted. Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 
Alabama Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handicap acces-
sible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the 
Donald E. Green Adult Active 

Center, 1625 Cleveland Ave. SW. 
The first meeting is free. TOPS, a 
national program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to weight 
loss and management through 
weekly meetings providing infor-
mation, accountability, support 
and encouragement where you 
make the changes that make 
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fel-
lowship for those affected by 
someone else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our expe-
riences, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope by let-
ting others know that they are not 
alone by practicing the 12 Steps 
of NAR-ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect Your 
Anonymity. Our program is not 
a religious one, but a spiritual 
way of life. Meetings will be held 
at The Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. Con-
tact Jamie Weathersby Smith 
256-708-7122 or Don or Nancy 
McKenzie 256-736-3327 or 256-
736-3470 for more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected 
by alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity Al-Anon Group meets 
each Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also a 
Zoom meeting each Tuesday at 
noon. The Courage to Change 
Al-Anon Family Group meets 
on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 305 Arnold 
St. NE in the Carriage House, lo-
cated between the church and the 
Arnold House on the corner. For 
more information call 256-734-
2231 or 256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cull-
man

• Sunday, April 13 - 9 a.m. Van 
runs in the 5 Points Area. Call 
Betty Hays at 256-338-3728 for 
pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. Bible 
study classes for children, youth 
and adults at 10. Praise and 
worship and message by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd at 11.      
• Sunday, April 13 - 5 p.m. Healing 
service 

Men's Breakfast at Seventh 
Street Baptist Church
Saturday, April 12, at 7:30 a.m. 
Join us for a special Men's Break-
fast! This is an event you won't 
want to miss as we welcome Dr. 
Kenneth Vandervoort as our key-
note speaker. Dr. Vandervoort, a 
dentist from Snead, Alabama, has 
an incredible story to share. Not 
only is he a former Navy SEAL, 
but he also played football for 
the Alabama Crimson Tide. His 
experiences of discipline, team-
work and faith will inspire and 
challenge you. Bring a friend and 
enjoy a hearty breakfast, fellow-
ship and encouragement as we 
grow together in Christ.

Cullman Chapter of The Na-
tional Association of Retired 
and Active Federal Employees 
Monthly Meeting
Monday, April 14, at The Golden 
Corral Buffet, with a Dutch lunch 
beginning after 11 a.m., followed 
by meeting at noon. Our guest 
speaker will be Jennifer Prosser, 
implementation manager, Unit-
edHealthcare Retiree Solutions. 
For more info, call 256-708-5326.

Cullman Farm-City Committee 
Meeting
Please join us for the first Farm-
City Committee meeting of the 
year on Monday, April 21, at 11:30 
a.m. in the Cullman County Eco-
nomic Development boardroom 
at 325 Second St. SE. Lunch 
provided if you RSVP by Friday, 
April 18. RSVP to Tiffany at tol-
dacre@co.cullman.al.us or 256-
962-3657.

Ladies’ Conference
Saturday, June 7, from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., with lunch at noon. At The 
Foot Of The Cross Church, 2101 
County Road 1435 in Vinemont. 
Guest speaker Kristy Garrison 
Harris: Trusting God through 
every season. There will be games 
and door prizes. Please join us.

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider
“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

ALEA arrests suspect in connection to suspicious 
letters delivered to government officials
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Obituary Announcements: April 10-11

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Phone: 256-739-1351
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Robbin Diane Johnson, 54
Memorial service is incomplete 
at this time for Robbin Diane 
Johnson, 54, of Boaz. Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the family. Robbin passed 
away April 9, 2025.  She was 
born Nov. 14, 1970, to Edward 
Arnold Jacks and Elnor Faynell 
Banks Jacks.  She enjoyed 
travelling and loved her pet rat 
terrier, Butterbean.  She will 
be missed. She was preceded in 
death by her father. Survivors 
include her mother; her uncle, 
Bill (Kathryn) Banks and a host 
of friends and extended family. 
Friends may sign the online 
guestbook at www.cullmanfu-
neralhome.com.

Frankie Dale Kilgo, 71
A graveside service for Frankie 
Dale Kilgo, 71, of Hanceville will 
be 5 p.m. Monday, April 14, at 
Bethlehem East Cemetery with 
Reverend James Fields officiat-
ing.  Visitation will be Sunday 
April 13th from 5 p.m. until 
8 p.m. at Hanceville Funeral 
Home. Mr. Kilgo was born Nov. 
6, 1953, in Cullman County, Ala-
bama to the late Elvert and Viola 
Kilgo.  He passed away April 
9, 2025, at Cullman Regional 
Medical Center. Hanceville Fu-
neral Home is honored to serve 
the Kilgo family.

Kathy Ann Sparks, 58
Kathy Ann Sparks, 58, of 
Hanceville, Alabama, passed 
away on April 9, 2025. Kathy 
was born in Ohio, to Hobert 
and Dianne Czarnecki Runyon 
on Dec. 31, 1966. Mrs. Sparks 
was a homemaker and enjoyed 
working in her yard. In the past 
Kathy enjoyed keeping chick-
ens and growing flowers. She 
also liked to craft and read, and 
she loved her cats who kept her 
company. Mrs. Sparks is pre-
ceded in death by her parents as 
well as her in-laws, who she had 
a special bond with, William H. 
and Laura Sparks. Those left to 
cherish Kathy’s memory include 
her husband, Chester Sparks; 
children, Jeremy, Candace, 
and Amanda; siblings, James, 
Robbie, and Dedee; and three 
grandchildren. Friends are in-
vited to join the family for a time 
of visitation on Saturday, April 
12, 2025, from 12 p.m. until ser-
vices begin at 2 p.m. All services 
will be held in the Holly Pond 
Funeral Home Chapel. Burial 
will follow services in Garden 
City Cemetery. Holly Pond Fu-
neral Home is honored to serve 
the Sparks family.

Tommy Lester Tucker, 66
Funeral service for Tommy 
Lester Tucker, 66, of Cullman 
will be at 3 p.m., Sunday, April 13, 

2025, at Cullman Funeral Home 
Chapel.  The family will receive 
friends from 1-3 p.m. Sunday.  
Rev. Samuel Tucker will offici-
ate the service. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to serve the 
family. Mr. Tucker was born 
in Cullman County on April 
3, 1959, to Jack and Athelene 
Tucker. He was the youngest of 
four boys.   He was married to 
the love of his life, Robyn Payne 
Tucker, for 47 years. They raised 
three children and had a beauti-
ful life.   Tommy is survived by 
his wife, his daughter, Ashely 
Tucker and his son, Whitney 
(Brittany) Tucker, daughter-
in-law, Jamie Tucker, five 
grandchildren, Sylvia, Jackson, 
Andrew, Olivia & Audrey, two 
brothers, Mack (Sandra) Tucker 
& Randy (Sandra) Tucker, a host 
of nieces, nephews and wonder-
ful neighbors and friends as well 
as his beloved pet, Gus.   He was 
preceded in death by his par-
ents, his son, TJ Tucker, and his 
oldest brother, Steve Tucker.

Shelby Jean Wynn, 88
Funeral services for Shelby 
Jean Wynn, 88, of Hanceville, 
will be at 1 p.m., Monday, April 
14, 2025, at Cullman Funeral 
Home Chapel with interment 
in Ebenezer Baptist Cemetery, 
Rev. Dennis Trimble officiating. 
The family will receive friends 

from 12-1 before the service. 
Cullman Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family. Mrs. 
Wynn was born Nov. 12, 1936, 
to parents, William Jackson 
and Josephine Parker Jones. 
She loved playing the piano 
and organ for Senior Spirit and 
Harmoneers Quartet. She grew 
up attending Ebenezer Bap-
tist Church but later became a 
member of Hopewell Baptist 
Church. She was preceded in 
death by her parents; husband, 
Coy Wynn; brothers and sis-
ters, Roy, Irvin, Johnny, Elbert, 
Floyd, Venimae, Perlena, Stella, 
and Annie Mae. Survivors 
include her son, Joel (Laura) 
Wynn; daughters, Janet (Keith) 
DeMonia, Jennifer Wynn Rob-
ertson, Anita (Garry) Miller; 
grandchildren, Nathan DeMo-
nia, Cresha Bradley, Courtney 
(Michael) Ray, Erika (Matthew) 
Madigan, Alec Miller, Dixie Hall; 
great-grandchildren, Hunter 
(Destiny) DeMonia, Charity De-
Monia, Austin DeMonia, Peyton 
Bradley, Kailyn Bradley, Gracie 
Goodwin, Gage Thomas, Atalie 
Ray, Emmie and Koa Madigan; 
great great-grandchild, Dalton 
DeMonia; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, family and friends. 

Linda Ann Barrett, 80 Fu-
neral services for Linda Ann 
Barrett, 80, of Cullman, will 

be at 4 p.m., Saturday, April 
12, 2025, at Cullman Funeral 
Home Chapel with interment in 
Sardis #2 Cemetery, Bro. Jason 
Ellerbee officiating. The family 
will receive friends from 2-4 
p.m. before the service. Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the family. Mrs. Barrett 
was born Nov. 9, 1944, to par-
ents, Dwight L. and Hazel Lucy 
Farley Collins. She loved going 
to the Cullman Senior Center 
and gathering with family and 
friends. Her greatest love was 
her children and grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death 
by her parents and husbands, 
Glenn Bentley, Robin Allcorn 
and John Barrett. Survivors 
include her sons, Wade (Dawn) 
Bentley and Jeffery Allcorn; 
daughter, Rhonda (Robin) Bag-
well; brother, Edwin (Barbara) 
Collins; grandchildren, Michael 
(Reeve) Bentley, Collin Bentley, 
Blake (Katie) Phillips, Jake (Mi-
randa) Phillips, Drake Philips, 
Kenlee (Eric) Flanigan, Caiden 
Bagwell, Riley Allcorn, Olivia 
Roberts; great-grandchildren, 
Audrey Bagwell, Alice Kate 
Flanigan, Deklyn Mayfield, Lilly 
Phillips, Mila Phillips; and a 
host of family and friends. Pall-
bearers will be her grandsons.

Shirley Ann Blackwood Gill, 
77

Shirley Ann Blackwood, age 77, 
of Madison, Alabama passed 
away on Tuesday, April 8, 2025. 
Born in Cullman on July 3, 1947, 
to Victor and Edna Mae Black-
wood, Shirley was a beloved 
mother, grandmother, sister, 
aunt, co-worker, and friend. She 
loved, among other things, gar-
dening, traveling, art, restoring 
furniture, and spending time 
with family and friends. She 
worked at Dynetics for over 30 
years starting as a Receptionist, 
retiring as a Document Control 
Specialist. Formerly married 
to Tom Gill, she is preceded in 
death by son, Kevin Carroll, 
brothers Hollis, Troy, and Coy 
Blackwood, and sister Imo-
gene Nuss. She is survived by 
her brother, Benny Blackwood 
(Sandra), son David Carroll 
(Kristen), and grandchildren 
Christopher Carroll (Lauren), 
Hadyn Rector (Sam), Grayson 
Carroll, Madelyn Carroll, and 
Bryan Carroll A celebration 
of life visitation for Shirley 
will be held Sunday, April 13, 
2025, from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
at Moss-Service Funeral Home 
Parlor G&H, 1901 Second 
Avenue, NW, Cullman, AL 
35055, followed by a celebration 
of life memorial service at 3:30 
p.m. in the Chapel. Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing.

CULLMAN, Ala. – Cull-
man was back home for a 
pair of area matches against 
Mortimer Jordan Tues-
day night and both Bearcat 
teams dominated the Blue 
Devils in their respective 
games.
	 The Lady Bearcats dom-
inated their matchup with 

Mortimer Jordan.
	 Khloie Harris scored 
a pair of early goals to put 
Cullman up 2-0 and Eva 
Allen scored to make it a 3-0 
game at halftime.
	 Khloie Harris’ huge 
game continued with five 
more goals in the second 
half. Alexia Harris added 
two goals of her own to cap 
an 11-1 win for Cullman. 
	 Leslie Sanchez recorded 

two assists in the win and 
Lily Lambert and Allen each 
finished with an assist as 
well.
	 The Lady Bearcats im-
prove to 3-1 in area play with 
two area games remain-
ing. Cullman will travel 
to Jasper for another area 
matchup on Friday.
	 In the boys’ game, Josue 
Sanchez racked up four 
goals to lead the way for 

Cullman in a 7-0 win over 
Mortimer Jordan. Brandon 
Peña added a pair of goals 
and Jack McDowell scored 
as well.
	 Josie Viviesca recorded 
a pair of assists and Caden 
Morrow, Gianpaolo Cipol-
lari, Sanchez and Peña each 
added an assist as well.
	 Sticher Smith recorded a 
clean sheet in goal.
	 Cullman clinched a 

playoff spot with the win 
and head coach Will Drake 
was proud of how his team 
performed against the Blue 
Devils.
	 "We played well tonight. 
Our positioning was great. 
We were confident on the 
ball and made the most of 
our chances. Josue, Bran-
don, and Jack were calm in 
front of goal, and our service 
was high quality,”

	 Drake said. “We went 
in 5-0 at halftime, and ob-
viously spirits were up, but 
we stayed disciplined and 
closed out a good game.
	 "We have more work 
to do to win the area. It's 
good to make playoffs, but 
you can see the boys want 
more."
	 Cullman will host Hart-
selle next Tuesday to finish 
area play.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

PREP SOCCER

Cullman dominates area matches against Mortimer Jordan

GOOD HOPE, Ala. — The 
Good Hope Lady Raiders 
hosted the West Point for 
county championship re-
match on Tuesday afternoon 
and it was close for most of 
the contest, but a huge sixth 
inning from the Raiders 
helped propel them to a 12-2 
win over the Warriors.
	 After a scoreless first 
inning, West Point got on the 
scoreboard first in the top of 
the second. Kealie Harbison 
drew a two-out walk, and 
Averee Folds followed that 
up with a single to center 
field to put runners on the 
corners. Folds stole second, 
and during the play, a pair of 
errors allowed both Harbi-
son and Folds to score to give 
the Lady Warriors a 2-0 lead. 
Good Hope got those runs 
back in their half.
	 Haley Lay led off the 
inning with a single, and 
Molly Benefield followed that 
up with a double to put run-
ners on second and third with 
nobody out. Natalie Miller 
hit a sacrifice fly to cut it to 
2-1, and Addyson Burgess hit 
the first pitch she saw up the 
middle for an RBI single to tie 
the game up at two. The Lady 
Raiders broke the tie in their 
next at-bats. Maggie O'Neil 
reached on a bunt single, and 
after she stole second, Lizzy 
Steed hit an RBI double to 
left field to give them a 3-2 
lead. Later that inning, Lay 
hit an RBI double of her own 
to right field to make it 4-2.
	 The score remained 4-2 
until the bottom of the fifth 
inning. Kylee Smith drew a 
one-out walk, and a Camp-
bell Koch single put runners 
on first and second with one 
out. Lay hit an RBI single up 
the middle to extend Good 
Hope's lead to 5-2. The Lady 
Raiders quickly ended the 
game in the bottom of the 
sixth. Three straight sin-
gles by Miller, Burgess, and 
Brooklyn Lambert loaded the 
bases to start out the inning. 

They kept the hit parade gong 
after that, as O'Neil, Steed, 
and Smith all collected RBI 
singles to put them ahead 
8-2. Koch drew a bases-load-
ed walk, and Lay got hit by the 
pitch to make it 10-2. Bene-
field made it 11-2 on an RBI 
single, and another sacrifice 
fly by Miller gave Good Hope 
the 12-2 win over the Lady 
Warriors.
	 Lay led the way for the 
Lady Raiders with a three 
hits and three RBIs. Steed 
(two hits) and Miller (one hit) 
each added a pair of RBIs, and 
all but one Good Hope player 
finished with at least one 
RBI in the contest. Benefield 
went the distance for Good 
Hope, as she allowed just two 
hits and two unearned runs, 
walked four, and struck out 
five. For West Point, Katie 
Beth Yovino and Folds each 
finished with a hit in the 
game.

Cold Springs 9 - Winston 
County 8 (Softball)
An RBI single gave Winston 
County the early lead, but 
Cold Springs quickly coun-
tered in the bottom of the 
first inning. They quickly put 
runners on second and third 
with nobody out, and Sadie 
Smith hit a two-run single 
to left field to give the Lady 
Eagles a 2-1 lead. Later that 
inning, a passed ball made 
it 3-1, and on the next pitch, 
Cheyenne Bishop hit an RBI 
double to left field to make 
it 4-1. Bishop later scored to 
extend their lead to 5-1.
	 The Lady Yellow Jackets 
cut it to 5-2 on a sacrifice fly 
in the top of the third. Cloe 
Shelton and Maddie Davis 
each scored on an error in 
Cold Springs' half of the third 
to make it 7-2, and a wild 
pitch put the Lady Eagles 
ahead, 8-2. Winston County 
hit a three-run home run in 
the top of the fourth to trim 
the deficit to 8-5. The Lady 
Yellow Jackets were far from 
done, though, as an error and 
an RBI single in the top of the 
fifth made it a one-run game. 

Another RBI single in the top 
of the sixth tied the game up 
at eight. Neither team was 
able to break the tie in the 
seventh, so the game would 
be decided in extra innings.
	 Cold Springs ended 
things in their half. Brooke 
Rowan led off the inning 
with a single and moved up 
to second on the next pitch. 
A ground ball put her ninety 
feet from scoring, and two 
pitches later, Shelton's sacri-
fice fly brought home Rowan, 
and the Lady Eagles ended 
up winning a wild game over 
Winston County 9-8.
	 Smith finished with a pair 
of hits and two RBIs for Cold 
Springs, while Kaydance Wil-
liams, Shelton, and Bishop all 
ended up with a hit and an 
RBI in the win.

Jasper 6 - Cullman 0 (Soft-
ball)
Cullman looked to bounce 
back at home against Jasper 
on Tuesday afternoon, but it 
was all Lady Vikings in this 
one as they shut out the Lady 
Bearcats 6-0.
	 Allie Johnson finished 
with a pair of hits for Cull-
man while Abby Maples and 
Summer Storey each added a 
hit in the loss.

Fairview 14 - Hanceville 8 
(Softball)
Hanceville got on the score-
board first in the bottom of 
the first inning. Alex Twitty 
hit an RBI double, Josi Jones 
followed that up with an RBI 
triple, and Jones later scored 
on an error to give the Lady 
Bulldogs an early 3-0 lead. 
Fairview cut it to 3-2 in the 
top of the second on a two-
run double by Ralie Gaines. 
The Lady Aggies took the lead 
in the top of the third inning. 
Ava Pruett's RBI triple tied 
the game up at three, and an 
RBI double by Addison Phil-
lips gave them a 4-3 lead. Kila 
Gunter scored on a passed 
ball, and later that inning, 
Phillips and Jocelyn Barnett 
each scored on a wild pitch to 
put Fairview ahead 7-3.

	 An RBI single by Kayleigh 
Hill made it 8-3 in the top of 
the fourth.
	 A bases-loaded walk made 
it 9-3, and back-to-back RBI 
singles by Gaines and Fales 
extended the Lady Aggie lead 
to 11-3. Jalee Griggs scored on 
a passed ball to give them a 
12-3 lead. Hanceville made it 
12-5 in the bottom of the fifth 
on an error and an RBI single 
by Bella Spinks. Phillips 
scored on a passed ball, and 
Gaines hit another RBI single 
to put Fairview ahead 14-5. 
	 The Lady Bulldogs 
trimmed the deficit to 14-8 in 
their half on a two-run single 
by Jones and an RBI single by 
Spinks, but they wouldn't get 
any closer after that, as the 
Lady Aggies would go on to 
defeat Hanceville, 14-8.
	 Gaines finished with 
three hits and four RBIs for 
Fairview. Phillips (three 
hits), Pruett (two hits), Hill 
(one hit), and Fales all drove 
in a run in the win.
	 For Hanceville, Jones and 
Spinks each collected three 
hits and three RBIs in the 
game, and Twitty added a pair 
of hits and an RBI in the loss.

Vinemont 5 - Holly Pond 0 
(Softball)
It was a pitcher's duel 
through the first three in-
nings, but Vinemont got their 
offense going in the bottom of 
the fourth.
	 Abby Kuykendall led off 
the inning with a single and 
later scored on a ground ball 
by Haley Millwood to give 
the Lady Eagles a 1-0 lead. 
An Alaina Sandlin double 
put runners on second and 
third with nobody out, and 
Tori Vines helped her own 
cause by lining an RBI single 
to center field to make it 
2-0. Later that inning, Kylie 
Metzger hit an RBI single to 
left field to extend their lead 
to 3-0.
	 Millwood added an RBI 
single in the bottom of the 
fifth to make it 4-0, and 
Metzger scored on a passed 
ball in the sixth to give them a 

5-0 lead. That was more than 
run support for Vines, as she 
helped lead Vinemont to a 
5-0 win over Holly Pond.
	 Millwood collected a pair 
of hits and two RBIs for the 

Lady Eagles, while Vines and 
Metzger each added a hit 
and an RBI in the win. Vines 
pitched a three-hit shutout 
for Vinemont, as she walked 
one and struck out 18.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

PREP SOFTBALL

Good Hope handles West Point 12-2; Tuesday scoring recap

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om
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KYLEIGH
MERRING

256-734-4060

ALL OF YOUR
FOR 

INSURANCE 
NEEDS

CALL HER 

WELCOME KYLEIGH MERRING TO THE
KNIGHT-FREE INSURANCE FAMILY

KYLEIGH IS LOOKING FORWARD TO WORKING WITH
OUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS IN CULLMAN COUNTY

PRESIDENT - Jenny Folsom | PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE - Johnny Cook | MAYOR - Woody Jacobs | COUNCILMAN - Clint Hollingsworth | COUNCILMAN - David Moss | COUNCILMAN - Brad Smith

2471 COUNTY RD. 222 CULLMAN | 256-734-1226
OPEN MON-FRI 7:30- 5:00 SAT 7:30-12:00

GARDEN SEED
GRASS SEED
FERTILIZER

PINE STRAW 

PEST CONTROL
WHEAT STRAW
INSECTICIDES
HERBICIDES

LAWN PRE-EMERGENT CHEMICALS

LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

	 Drake said. “We went 
in 5-0 at halftime, and ob-
viously spirits were up, but 
we stayed disciplined and 
closed out a good game.
	 "We have more work 
to do to win the area. It's 
good to make playoffs, but 
you can see the boys want 
more."
	 Cullman will host Hart-
selle next Tuesday to finish 
area play.

PREP SOFTBALL

Good Hope handles West Point 12-2; Tuesday scoring recap

Sale (from Front)

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — An 
Easter Bake Sale will be held 
on Saturday, April 19, from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. in the parking 
lot of Warehouse Discount 
Grocery in Hanceville to 
support travel expenses for 
the Hanceville Elementary 
Archery Team, which re-
cently qualified for the NASP 
US Eastern National Tour-
nament for the first time in 
school history.
	 Organized by parents 
and family members of the 
student archers, the Easter 
Bake Sale will feature a wide 
assortment of individually 
wrapped baked goods, donat-

ed by families and commu-
nity members. Full-size des-
serts—including entire cakes, 
pies, and full sheets of brown-
ies—will also be available for 
purchase. All proceeds will go 
directly toward helping the 
nearly 30 archers and their 
families cover travel costs, 
including food, fuel, and 
hotel stays for the three-day 
national event, taking place 
May 8–10.
	 “This is an event hosted 
by a group of family mem-
bers of the archers on their 
own accord—it is not hosted 
by Hanceville Elementary 
School,” explained Brittani 
Armstrong Coker, one of the 
event organizers and proud 
sibling and aunt to two mem-

bers of the team. “We just 
want to help support these 
kids in any way we possibly 
can.”
	 While the school is cov-
ering registration costs for 
the competition, all other ex-
penses are left to the families. 
	 “We are estimating a cost 
of around $150 for a hotel 
room per night and an aver-
age of about $150 in fuel per 
family as well, plus the cost 
of food while traveling,” said 
Coker.
	 Coker encouraged com-
munity members to stop by 
the bake sale not only to sup-
port a good cause, but also to 
take some of the stress out of 
Easter weekend.
	 “We chose this date in 

hopes to both raise money 
for the children and to help 
our community by providing 
fresh baked goods for fami-
lies to share at their Easter 
gatherings,” she said.
	 “It saves families the 
hassle of baking themselves, 
so they can spend more time 
together instead of in the 
kitchen. It also helps the kids 
of our community. That’s a 
win-win.”
	 Those who cannot attend 
but still want to contribute 
can donate cash or prepaid 
gift cards for food or fuel. 
“Anyone interested in do-
nating monetarily to the ar-
chery team’s travel expenses 
is encouraged to do so in 
cash and/or in prepaid gift 

cards. All gifted donations 
will be equally divided among 
the student’s families,” said 
Coker, who is handling all do-
nations directly.
	 “I would just like to reit-
erate that 100% of the money 
raised off of this bake sale will 
be divided equally among all 
participating archers’ fami-
lies,” said Coker.
	 “We hope our commu-
nity will rally together and 
support these kids — because 
they truly deserve all the sup-
port we can give them. They 
have worked SO VERY hard 
to accomplish such a feat.”
	 Coker, who is also a sub-
stitute teacher and youth 
coach, emphasized the pride 
she and other supporters 

have for the team. “I am 
Bear Armstrong’s big sister 
and Layne Evans’ aunt, so 
I’m heavily invested in the 
success of this team. There’s 
a running joke that I’m the 
‘community aunt,’ and I’ll 
take that title proudly,” she 
shared.
	 “I support these kids with 
everything in me and I cannot 
wait to watch them crush this 
competition. I am so proud of 
them.”
	 For anyone interested in 
donating baked goods or a 
monetary donation, contact 
Brittani Armstrong Coker 
on Facebook to arrange for a 
drop-off on Friday, April 18. 
All monetary donations must 
be made in cash. 

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

History (from Front)

The first April Walk-
ing Tour of 2025 
was led by histori-
an Robin Sterling 

on Saturday, April 6. 
	 The tours are free and 
start at 10 a.m. each Satur-
day in April from the front 
porch of the Cullman County 
Museum at 211 Second Ave. 
NE.
	 “The Walking Tours last 
about one hour and cover 
many sights in our downtown 
historic district,” Cullman 
County Museum Events 
Coordinator and Research-
er Julie Burks told The 
Tribune. “Returning to the 

museum, participants will 
have an opportunity to tour 
the museum, free of charge. 
Participants will be informed 
about historical locations but 
also the history of many busi-
nesses that are in operation 
today. 
	 "This year each Saturday 
will have a different guide, 
who will bring unique insight 
and personal research to 
share on the tour.”

Remaining dates and 
guides are:  
•	 April 12: Roberta McClel-
lan
•	 April 19: Ben Harrison
•	 April 26: Michael Sullins, 
accompanied by Dr. Bill Pein-
hardt

Sherry Brown
Tribune Photographer

SHERRY BROWN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNESHERRY BROWN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Acid
Age
Agreed
Am
Are
Arm
Ask
Baby
Back
Bad
Ban
Bend
Board

CULLMAN TRIBUNE WORD SEARCH
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K A A O E L S N L B D C F R S
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 Age
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 Am

 Are

 Arm
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 Baby

 Back

 Bad

 Ban
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 Case

 Cave

 Congratulates

 Cry

 Deck

 Did

 Drill

 Era

 Ever

 Fat

 Fences

 Flock

 Fog

 Gale

 Go

 Gun

 Has

 Hose

 Humorous

 Hut
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 Invent

 Joy

 Jug

 Key
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 Lack
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 Make-believe

 May

 Met

 Month

 Music

 My

 Nest
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 Nine
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 Nut

 Oil
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 Pure
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 Sat

 Set

 Side

 Sit
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 Snap

 So

 Strangest
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 The
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 To

 Vet
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 We

 Yolk

POET'S CORNER

DOCUMENT 17

Legal Notice
Surplus property of Wallace State Community College 
(Hanceville Campus) will be offered for sale on the website 
www.govdeals.com Various sales will occur on this website, please 
check the www.govdeals.com website weekly to see any current 
sales. This is a government auction website and you MUST be 
registered on the website to bid on any items. You may view the 
surplus property to be sold without registration. The govdeals.com 
website will contain detailed information including descriptions and 
photos. Items may be inspected by APPOINTMENT ONLY: Monday 
– Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Contact Wesley Sams at 
inventory@wallacestate.edu to schedule any appointments. All items 
listed are to be sold “AS IS, WHERE IS”. Wallace State Community 
College reserves the right to reject any or all bids.
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Acid
Age
Agreed
Am
Are
Arm
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Baby
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Bad
Ban
Bend
Board
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Cry
Deck
Did
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Fog
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Go
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Hose
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Hut
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Jug
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May
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Month
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My
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Nine
Nod

Noses
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One
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Pea
Pig
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Set
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Snap
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Thin
To

Vet
Warn
We
Yolk
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Editor’s note: This column 
was written earlier this 
week.

I am a Baby Boomer. 
There, I said it, and 
I’m not ashamed of it. 
I was born right smack 

in the middle of the boom. We 
Boomers were born between 
1946 and 1964. I landed here 
in 1955. Yes, I am old, but not 
too old; well, at least not yet.
	 I have loved sports for 
just about as long as I can 
remember. I have enjoyed 

watching them, and I have 
enjoyed playing them. At this 
age and stage in life, I do more 
watching than participating, 
but I do still get in the game 
occasionally. I am not quite 
as quick as I once was, but I 
am still alive and move and 
have my being (Acts 17:28). 
For this, I give thanks. I am 
definitely looking forward to 
this week’s Olympics and give 
thanks that I will be able to do 
one of things I love to do. 
	 When I was growing up, I 
used to watch the Olympics 
and dream of being one of 
the athletes. I’ve done some 
of the same things some of 
them do, but never anywhere 
near their level or with the 

skill with which they do it. I 
learned to snow ski and loved 
doing that for many years. I 
have watched with amaze-
ment as the ski jumpers 
sped down a ramp and flew 
off its end like a bird soaring 
through the air. A few years 
ago, out in Utah, when I saw 
those ramps up close and per-
sonal, I said, “I would never 
have the courage, or the abili-
ty, to go off that thing!” I have 
settled for doing what I can 
do, and enjoying that to its 
fullest.
	 I have loved racket and 
paddle sports for most of my 
life. I have loved playing ping-
pong, tennis, racquetball 
and pickleball. I played rac-

quetball until my joints said, 
“Hey, enough already!” Then 
I discovered a sport that is 
a little slower paced and a 
little more forgiving to one 
that has a few extra miles on 
the body. Then, after all these 
years, two years ago I finally 
got my chance to compete in 
the Olympics. Well, not ac-
tually “the” Olympics, but in 
“the” Senior Adult Olympics. 
I played pickleball and actu-
ally walked away with a silver 
medal. I’m still not sure who 
it belonged to!  No, really, we 
won it. I played in Men’s Dou-
bles, 3.0, 125-years old and 
above. No, that age was not 
a typo, but a poor attempt at 
humor! 

	 Then, the unthinkable 
happened. I had four heart 
artery bypasses, and I feared 
that my playing days might 
be over. When the Senior 
Olympics rolled back around 
the next year, I had not recov-
ered enough to play in them. 
I watched my friends play 
and dreamed of one day once 
again playing in the Olym-
pics…senior style, that is.  
Little by little, I grew stron-
ger and could play longer and 
longer. Now, guess what. This 
week, I will be playing in the 
Alabama Senior Olympics 
again. I hope to win another 
medal, but even if I don’t win 
a single game, it will be a vic-
tory!

	 Thank you, first of all, to 
my Lord and Savior for the 
healing He has given me! 
Thank you to the Opelika 
Pickleball Club for allowing 
me to play with such a great 
group of players and friends. 
Thank you to the club leaders 
for putting this tournament 
together, as well as many 
other tournaments and 
mixers, and for all the hard 
work in hosting this event. 
Thank you to the city of 
Opelika for a state-of-the-art 
pickleball facility and Sports-
plex.

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-728-5514 (office).

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

The Olympics for older athletes
Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

POET'S CORNER
To My Father | By: Randy C. Hale

I fit nicely into each crevice,
this gentle place of keeping.

I often retreat here for solace
and always when I'm weeping.

The comfort here, it heals my soul
and mends the bones that's broken.

Into my father's hands I come
with few words to be spoken.

From the files of 
April 12,1945

To and Fro
by Eagle Eye
Youthful Cullman County 
calf was among the prize 
winning animals for the 4-H-
FFA livestock show held last 
week. The calf was a 4-H club 
project, again being spon-
sored by local stock yards 
through commerce.
	 There are a thousand 
dollars over the quota, but 
have not stopped selling War 
Bonds and Stamps in the 
War Loan Drive in Cullman 
County. War Bond Com-
mittee members have been 
given authority to continue 
the sale of bonds in the War 
Loan Drive and by Wednes-
day afternoon $1,335,000 in 
war securities had been re-
ported sold.

	 Many thank-you let-
ters are including sweaters, 
mufflers, and handkerchiefs 
have been received by Mrs. J. 
M. Arnold from boys at Army 
Port of Embarkation, Third 
New York Port of Embar-
kation. These boys include: 
James M. Arnold, M. Arnold, 
Malcom Arnold, Wyn-ton 
Arnold, R. F. Arnold, Bobbie 
Arnold, J. B. Nance, Bobbie 
Nance, Mattie Nance, Inez 
Arnold, and numerous 
others. Mrs. Arnold has 
made her home at Mrs. E. H. 
Arnold and is doing a noble 
piece of work in sending 
these boxes of shipment. 
A shipment of kit bags was 
made this week with cotton 
and other items and Mrs. 
Arnold, Executive Secretary 
of the Red Cross and War 
Fund, requests donations for 
kit making by Saturday, April 

14th.
	 Grand children of the 
late Mrs. Cullman Coun-
ty’s Bailey Stone, who are 
making their home in Cull-
man state, and likes to tell 
of the former’s many grand 
children and his daughter, 
Mrs. J. E. McAdory, and great 
grand children.
	 "At home" after 35 
months overseas life" of T/
Sgt. Leonard James Hancev-
ille, Route 2, Cullman, is 
a happy state of affairs for 
him and wife. "Night fighter 
sent in a Jap Widow (night 
fighter)" as known to the 
men who worked with him 
in the Pacific warfare. He did 
not work with those Black 
Widows in the Pacific war-
fare. He did wear the Pacific 
Warfare Ribbon as well as 
the Asiatic-Pacific theatre 
and the good conduct Medal.

	 "For his superior low-lev-
el entries of full low level 
incendiary attack against 
shipping in the harbor of 
Shanghai, China, on night 
of Sept. 5," Crawford Robey, 
husband of Ruby Mae Craw-
ford, Route 2, Cullman, 
and son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Will Crawford, Hanceville 
has been commended in a 
letter from his command-
ing officer. "In days of those 
bombing raids from the B-29 
bases in the Marianas, the 
Jap shipping in rivers of the 
ground echelons worked 
night and day to supply with 
supplies and men. Crawford 
Robey in the air and strik-
ing the empire forces was a 
menace."
	 For the first time since he 
arrived overseas three years 
months ago, Pfc. Robert L. 
Cunningham recently drank 

a coca cola at a restaurant in 
Hanceville. "It sure hits the 
spot" Robert said between 
the lines for a rest of several 
days. Pfc. Cunningham and 
his parents, Route 2, Cull-
man, are at home on Route 2, 
Cullman.
	 During the past year that 
S/Sgt. Martin T. Bailey has 
been with the 15th Air Force 
in Italy, he completed 35 
missions as a tail gunner on a 
B-24 Liberator. He has been 
authorized to wear the Air 
Medal with 5 oak leaf clus-
ters and has been authorized 
to wear the Distinguished 
Flying Cross with one oak 
leaf cluster in recognition 
of his meritorious conduct 
with her enemy. His wife, 
Mrs. Martin T. Bailey, is at 
home at Home Route.
	 "One eleven months old 
pullet is certainly laying out 

for food production," sold 
County Agent H. H. Howze 
to a poultryman after get-
ting an egg within an egg. 
This week Mr. Howze was 
around in his official capac-
ity in the territory south of 
Route 1, Hanceville and Win-
ston-Blount Co. line. (That 
was a monster double shell 
egg and the larger one also 
contained two yolks).

HISTORY

Files from Yesteryear: April 12, 1945



8 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
APRIL 12, 2025

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
APRIL 12, 2025COMMUNITY MATTERS

CLIP COUPON AND BRING
IN FOR $5 OFF TIRE PURCHASE 

"For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that

whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.

For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that

the world through Him might be saved.
He who believes in Him is not

condemned: but he who does not
believe is condemned already, because

he has not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God."

He is risenHe is risen

315 MAIN ST. NW, HANCEVILLE |  256-352-2221
MON-TUES-THURS-FRIDAY 8:00-5:30 |  WEDS 8-12 |  SAT 8:00-2:00

10% OFF ALL TIRES*
25% OFF 225-65-17 SETS OF 4 MEDIUM AND LIKE NEW

*NEW AND LIGHT TRUCKS EXCLUDED

COLLEGE TIRE

WALKING TOURS
Every Saturday in April Begins at 10AM

Museum is open at no-charge at these times

Cullman Regional is an independent community-based hospital focused on the 
healthcare needs in our region.  Our ability to invest in vital capital projects and 
provide better care and more services to our local communities is a direct result 
of the hospital’s business efficiency, improved quality and a commitment to stay 

independent and successful. 

At Cullman Regional, we’ve found that payers and physicians are receptive to 
teaming with an independent, locally driven hospital. This approach has helped the 
hospital substantially increase capital funds, negotiate better reimbursement rates, 
expand services, recruit physicians, acquire advanced technology and equipment 

including multiple MRIs and robotic surgical systems, and offer employees pay that  
is comparable to hospitals in Huntsville and Birmingham.

We strongly believe community-based hospitals have the potential to not only 
sustain their independence but to thrive. We also believe patients benefit most when 
a balance exists between large health systems and strong independent community 

hospitals. Each provide a facet of healthcare vital for Alabama.

It’s time to promote understanding about the important role of independent hospitals  
and the value they bring by providing patient choice, fair competition, and local 

access to healthcare services.

THE VALUE OF STRONG INDEPENDENT HOSPITALS
A Message to Leadership and Stakeholders  

of Community-Based Hospitals

Read the case study about how Cullman Regional 
transformed from a struggling system-affiliated hospital 
to a strong, independent community-based hospital.

Stover (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Rachael 
Stover, director of admissions 
at St. Bernard Preparatory 
School, recently advanced 
the school’s international 
recruitment efforts by rep-
resenting St. Bernard at the 
ILA Fair in Ho Chí Minh City, 
Vietnam. Her participation 

marked another significant 
step in the school’s growing 
global outreach.
	 The ILA Fair, hosted by 
one of Vietnam’s premier 
language education centers, 
brings together students 
and international education 
professionals from around 
the world. Stover attended 
the event at the invitation 
of Educatius, a leading or-

ganization that connects 
international students with 
secondary education oppor-
tunities in the United States, 
the United Kingdom, Ireland 
and beyond.
	 During her visit, Stover 
connected with nearly 45 
educational agents, delivered 
presentations and conducted 
in-depth interviews with pro-
spective students in both Ho 

Chí Minh City and Hanoi. 
	 “Meeting the students on 
their own turf was exciting,” 
she said. “It underscored the 
value of face-to-face engage-
ment in building trust and 
understanding.”
	 In total, Stover met with 
20 students, formally in-
terviewed six and extended 
three conditional accep-
tances. She was particularly 

impressed with the students’ 
English proficiency, describ-
ing their speaking and writ-
ing skills as outstanding.
	 She also participated in 
several video interviews, in-
cluding one produced by the 
New World Agency.
	 Outside of her official 
duties, Stover embraced 
Vietnamese culture with en-
thusiasm. She attended Mass 

at the Carmelite Monastery 
of Saigon and sampled local 
delicacies — declaring egg 
coffee and coconut coffee as 
newfound favorites.
	 “It was an enriching ex-
perience that reinforced our 
commitment to providing a 
well-rounded education that 
prepares students for success 
in a global society,” she re-
flected.

Joyce Nix
St. Bernard

Brumley (from Front)
with a notable 12-year tenure 
as CSFO in two different school 
systems. He graduated from the 
University of North Alabama with 
dual majors in accounting and 
management.
	 In his current role, Brumley 
oversees critical aspects of school 
operations including finance and 
budgeting, transportation, child 
nutrition and facilities mainte-
nance. His strategic leadership 

has been instrumental in secur-
ing funding for numerous safety 
and growth initiatives within the 
school system.
	 Reflecting on Brumley's 
achievement, Superintendent 
Kyle Kallhoff stated, "Mr. Brumley 
has played an integral role in our 
ongoing safety and growth capital 
campaign.His leadership and dili-
gent work behind the scenes have 
been pivotal in securing essential 

funding for our school projects."
	 Board President Amy Carter 
added, "We are delighted to see 
James recognized with the Mor-
ton-Smith Award from AASBO. 
His reputation as one of the finest 
School Financial Officers in the 
state is well-deserved."
	 As part of this honor, Brumley 
will award a $2,000 AASBO-spon-
sored scholarship to a deserving 
high school student.


