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– LOCAL SPOTLIGHT –

The Forty Acre Wood

Wallace State names Duarte, Sutherland 
Student and Teacher of the Year

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Wal-
lace State Community Col-
lege recognized its Student 
of the Year and Teacher of 
the Year at the recent State 
of Education event held by 
the Cullman Area Chamber 

of Commerce. Emily Delgado 
Duarte was named the Stu-
dent of the Year and Dr. April 
Sutherland was named the 
Teacher of the Year.

Duarte Wallace State Stu-
dent of the Year
A Remlap resident, Duarte, 
will graduate next month 

with an associate degree in 
Computer Science Program-
ming and has maintained a 
3.89 GPA.
 “Emily is among the 
first in her family to attend 
and graduate from college,” 
said Suzanne Harbin, vice 
president for advancement 
representing Dr. 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Nestled 
in the Terri Pines neighbor-
hood, The Forty Acre Wood 
is a destination for families 
seeking outdoor adventure 
in the spring and summer. 
Purchased in 2015, the land 
was converted into a family 
residence in 2016. From 
there, the owners began 
clearing trails and naming 
them, shaping the natural 
space with the idea of one day 
sharing it with others. After 
years of enjoying the beauty, 
they opened the property to 
the public, inviting others 
to explore the creeks, walk 
the trails and enjoy nature. 
The project aimed to create a 
safe, welcoming, kid-friendly 
space that connects people 
with nature. 
 Said Owner Wendy 
Smithson, "My favorite thing 
is when kids leave here, and 
they say this was the best day 
they ever had."
 The Forty Acre Wood 
is a child-friendly environ-
ment with no steep inclines 
or drops. But it’s not just 
for children; it's an outdoor 
experience for people of all 

ages. Whether walking dogs, 
hiking, horseback riding or 
just enjoying a picnic, it offers 
something for everyone. 
 During the warmer 
season, the swimming hole is 
a popular feature. The shal-
low swimming spot is approx-
imately 4 feet deep, making it 
ideal for children to splash 
around and for adults to cool 
off. Fishing is also welcome 
in designated areas, and sala-
mander spotting has become 
a favorite pastime among 
younger crowds.      
 Many features make the 
property unique. In addition 
to the swimming hole, a rustic 
playground for children is 
available, featuring recently 
added swings and a "walk the 
plank" play area. For those 
interested in hiking, safe and 
scenic trails are suitable for 
people of all ages. If you're 
looking for a more chal-
lenging hike, the "I Dare Ya" 
hiking trail offers a beautiful 
and more difficult route for 
adults. Picnic tables are scat-
tered throughout, allowing 
visitors to enjoy a picnic or 
take a moment to relax. Dogs 
are welcome as long as they 
remain on leashes, and even 
horseback riders can come 

and enjoy the trails. 
 The Forty Acre Wood also 
offers seasonal experiences, 
such as a fall scavenger hunt 
and annual fundraisers that 
support families battling 
cancer. A family from the 
Smithsons’ home church 
inspired the tradition of the 
annual fundraiser, with the 
event becoming more per-
sonal when the Smithsons 
faced cancer diagnoses them-
selves. All proceeds raised 
from the events go directly to 
families in need.      
 The Forty Acre Wood is a 
personal ministry for Smith-
son. "The Forty Acre Wood 
is a huge blessing in my life. 
For me, it's a ministry… My 
prayer is that every single 
individual that comes to The 
Forty Acre Wood — even you 
here today — is that God has 
them exactly where they are 
supposed to be,” she shared. 
"Especially for kids — if they 
leave saying it was the best 
day ever, then we've done 
what we set out to do."       
 The Forty Acre Wood is 
open to hikers from March 1 
to Oct. 31, seven days a week, 
from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Horse-
back riders are welcome 
year-round. While 

Special to The 
Cullman Tribune

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com
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The Forty Acre Wood is located at 195 Seven Bark Dr. NW, Cullman, AL 35057.

3 Birmingham residents 
charged with organized 
retail theft in Cullman

CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

Left to right are Rashad Deron Thirkield, Andrew Denero 
Holloway and Shekinah Faith Laster » PAGE 3

WALLACE STATE

Dr. April Sutherland, 
left, was named Wallace 

State’s Teacher of 
the Year, and Emily 

Delgado Duarte, was 
named the Student of 

the Year at the Cullman 
Area Chamber of 

Commerce’s State of 
Education event. »

City school board 
honors Faulk, Kennedy
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Left: Hayden Faulk with Superintendent Kyle Kallhoff, Right: 
Chris Kennedy with Superintendent Kyle Kallhoff » PAGE 8

Flourish’s Kentucky Derby 
Bingo event raises $34K » PAGE 5

25th annual Safe Kids 
Expo coming April 26 » PAGE 5

OP-ED
Truth matters - 
Alabama's voter rolls » PAGE 6» PAGE 2

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

– SPORTS –

Bearcats sweep 
Hazel Green to 
advance; round 
1 scoring recap

» PAGE 4

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIPALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP
*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

GET HOPPIN' WITH BILL'S DEALS!

© 2025 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR
7 TIMES IN A ROW!

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

New 2025 GMC
Sierra 1500 
Elevation
STK# 58979

NOW $52,905*
WAS $65,155 | SAVE $12,250

5.3L Ecotec3 V8 
20" Painted Aluminum Wheels
Remote Entry/Remote Start
Hitch Guidance/Hitch View

THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2025VOL. 152 • 50¢ PER COPY USPS 139-700 • NO. 49

SERVING CULLMAN – IN THE HEART OF DIXIE – SINCE 1874

The Cullman TribuneThe Cullman Tribune

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Brenda Sue Jones Bonds, 
Kathryn Lin Denny

» PAGE 7

OBITUARIES

SLIGHT CHANCE T-STORMS THEN 
SHOWERS LIKELY

WEATHER
80 63

SOURCE: WEATHER.GOV

Arrests and Incidents
» PAGE 2

Community Calendar
» PAGE 3

Alabama Strawberry Festival 
set to celebrate 86 years of 

tradition and community spirit

Cullman City Council moves 
on airport improvements, 
celebrates local athletes

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman City Council on 
Monday opened its meeting 
by welcoming athletes from 
Cullman Gymnastics, to cel-

ebrate their recent victory at 
the 2025 Alabama Optional/
Xcel State Meet, where they 
were named Alabama Silver 
Team State Champions.  

Offering a resolution rec-
ognizing the 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Alabama Strawberry Festi-
val is back for its 86th year, 
promising an even bigger and 
better celebration of commu-
nity, agriculture and the arts. 
Hosted by Cullman Parks, 
Recreation & Sports Tourism 
(CPRST), the two-day event 
will take place April 25-26, 
2025, at Depot Park, with free 
admission for all ages.
	 The festival, rebranded 
last year from the Cullman 
Strawberry Festival to the 
Alabama Strawberry Festi-
val, drew nearly 50,000 at-
tendees in 2024. Organizers 
are anticipating another re-
cord-breaking turnout.
	 “This year marks the 86th 
anniversary of the inaugural 
Cullman Strawberry Festival, 
now celebrated as the Ala-
bama Strawberry Festival for 
its second year,” said Nathan 
Anderson, CPRST executive 

director. “Visitors can antic-
ipate an expanded lineup of 
live music, the largest variety 
of food vendors to date and an 
impressive selection of arts 
and crafts vendors.”
	 Festival hours are Friday, 
April 25, from 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
and Saturday, April 26, from 9 
a.m.-10 p.m.
	 The Coca-Cola Stage will 
feature performances by 
Russell Dickerson, Lauren 
Alaina, Chase Matthew, Kidd 

G and more. While general 
admission is free, Anderson 
recommends purchasing 
tickets online for the best 
seating options.
	 In addition to music, the 
festival offers a blend of old 
and new traditions. Events 
include the Strawberry 
Queen Pageant, strawberry 
baking competitions, a lively 
carnival and a large-scale arts 
and crafts show.
	 “The Alabama 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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The Alabama Strawberry Festival will take place April 25-26, 
2025, at Depot Park, with free admission for all ages.
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Local attorney 
charged with DUI

CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

Kimberly Drake » PAGE 7
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Councilman Clint 
Hollingsworth 

congratulates members of 
Cullman Gymnastics for 

their recent performance 
at the 2025 Alabama 

Optional/Xcel State Meet, 
where they were named 

Alabama Silver Team 
State Champions. Left to 
right are Hollingsworth,  

Mary Beth Moody, 
Avery Adams, Sabrina 

Schuster, Ella Anderson, 
Lily McEachern, Harper 
Williams, Zoe Burks and 

Skylar Livengood. Not 
pictured is Willa Miner. »

Cullman City Schools to open 
out-of-district kindergarten 
registration May 8 » PAGE 7

Locals earn statewide 
Farm-City honors
Farm-City honors exceptional students, volunteers » PAGE 5
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Good Hope 
downs 

Cordova 
8-2

» PAGE 4



2 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
APRIL 24, 2025

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
APRIL 24, 2025COMMUNITY MATTERS — LOCAL

CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported April 23

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported April 23, 2025. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
April 17
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $69; Olive St. 
SW
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $134; Hwy. 157 

April 21
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $159; Hwy. 157 
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $39; Olive St. 
SW
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $98; Hwy. 157

April 22

•	 theft of property-2nd 
degree; Security Finance; 
cash

ARRESTS
April 21-22
Wingo, Joshua E.; 33
•	 FTA – expired tag
•	 FTA – improper lane 
usage

Turner, Jeremy N.; 43
•	 public intoxication

McKelvey, Michelle T.; 42
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Dacera, Catherine S.; 47
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree
•	 obstructing governmen-
tal operations

Wooldridge, Sandy E.; 31
•	 FTA – driving without li-
cense

Drake, Kimberly H.; 57
•	 DUI

Jones, Kevin W.; 19
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Reynolds, David J.; 44
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Hobbs, Joseph M.; 37
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree (2 counts)

Akers, Isaiah L.; 25
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Dutton, Selina C.; 36
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

COMMUNITY CORNER

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Attention Senior Citizens
If you are 60 or over, please 
come to the Cullman Senior 
Center at 1539 Sportsman 
Lake Road NW and have 
some fun with us and eat 
lunch. Good fun, good 
friends and good food. 
Different things going on 
Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m.-noon.
Volunteers needed to de-
liver meals to homebound. 
Call Commission on Aging 
for info. 256-734-1241.  

Good Hope Public Ceme-
tery Decoration Weekend 
clean-up announcement 
Good Hope Public Cem-
etery will hold its annual 
Decoration Weekend 
on Saturday, May 3, and 
Sunday, May 4. Please have 
all old worn flowers and 
decorations removed from 
the cemetery by Sunday, 
April 27. Any flowers and 
decorations remaining 
after April 27, will be sub-
ject to removal by cemetery 
maintenance with respect 
to condition. We ask that 
all new flowers and decora-
tions be kept as close to the 
monuments as possible to 
aid in mowing. Solar lights 
are not allowed unless they 
are directly in a flower ar-
rangement. Donations to 
the cemetery can be sent to 
Good Hope Public Ceme-
tery, P.O. Box 355 Cullman, 
AL 35056 or placed in the 
donation box on site. Do-
nations are tax deductible 
and are essential to pay for 
cemetery upkeep. 

SAVE THE DATE! Little 

Pink Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 7, from 6-9 
p.m. at The Venue at Stone 
Bridge Farms. Table for 
eight for $450. Tickets 
available from Jennifer 
Limerick (256-201-2521 or 
jenniferalrealtor@gmail.
com) or Judy Grissom (256-
347-5993 or options5993@
gmail.com) or www.Cull-
manBosomBuddies.com. 
Benefits the Cullman 
County Bosom Buddies 
Foundation. 

Music Every Thursday 
Night in February at 
the Bethel Community 
Center
4-8 p.m. at the center, just 
off U.S. Highway 278, west 
of Cullman on County Road 
1117. Bluegrass, gospel and 
country music. Musicians 
are welcome with acoustic 
instruments only. Covered 
dish supper and everyone 
is invited. Please join us! 
No entry fee, but donations 
are appreciated for building 
upkeep.

Grief Support Group: 
Broken Heart for Repair
For more information, 
contact Reverend Warren 
Ruland at 256-962-2521.

Cullman County Repub-
lican Women Monthly 
Meetings
Second Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Cullman VFW. President 
Cathi Bradford: “We are 
going to begin training to 
track legislation in Mont-
gomery. If you need infor-
mation, you can directly 

message me on Facebook.” 
Full meals at 5:30. Meetings 
start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 
p.m. We are located at 1503 
Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Sup-
port Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every 
month, from 10-11:30 a.m., 
at the Alabama Career 
Center, 1201 Katherine St. 
NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manager, 
at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at the old Baileyton fire 
station next to the town’s 
park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, 
pet items, food and many 
everyday items. A donation 
of $20 will allow a shopper 
to fill up a bag, and for $40 
a shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a 
larger donation. There will 
be some restrictions and 
product limits on the items. 
Cash and checks accepted. 
Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has 
open AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Mondays and 

Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at 
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Naza-
rene, 5415 Alabama High-
way 157. CLOSED literature 
study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
the Donald E. Green Adult 
Active Center, 1625 Cleve-
land Ave. SW. The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a na-
tional program, is a hands-
on/pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly meet-
ings providing information, 
accountability, support 
and encouragement where 
you make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a world-
wide fellowship for those 
affected by someone else’s 
addiction. We offer Help 
by sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope 
by letting others know that 
they are not alone by prac-
ticing the 12 Steps of NAR-
ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our pro-
gram is not a religious one, 

but a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family Life 
Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don 
or Nancy McKenzie 256-
736-3327 or 256-736-3470 
for more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meet-
ings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups 
are a fellowship of friends 
and family whose lives have 
been affected by alcohol-
ism. The Cullman Serenity 
Al-Anon Group meets each 
Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also 
a Zoom meeting each Tues-
day at noon. The Courage 
to Change Al-Anon Family 
Group meets on Thursdays 
at 6 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church at 305 Arnold St. 
NE in the Carriage House, 
located between the church 
and the Arnold House on 
the corner. For more infor-
mation call 256-734-2231 
or 256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, 
Cullman
• Friday, April 25 - Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and 
testimonies. Hurts, habits 
and hang-ups are a part of 

everyone's life. Come and 
see how to overcome these 
and more! Dinner at 5:45 
p.m. Meeting starts at 6:30. 
Childcare provided.  
• Sunday, April 27 - 9 a.m. 
Van runs in the 5 Points 
Area. Call Betty Hays at 
256-338-3728 for pickup. 
Breakfast at 9:30. Bible 
study classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10. 
Praise and worship and 
message by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd at 11.      

Jim Phillips at the Cull-
man Senior Center
Thursday, May 8, at 1 p.m. at 
the Cullman Senior Center, 
1539 Sportsman Lake Road 
NW in Cullman. Jim Phil-
lips will talk about Old 
American currency, coins, 
bottles and Bibles, offering 
FREE appraisals on those 
items. A donation to the 
senior center is appreciated 
for hosting. 

Shibori Dyeing Class
Monday, May 19, at 1 p.m. at 
the Cullman Senior Center, 
1539 Sportsman Lake Road 
NW in Cullman. $32 per 
person. Space is limited. 
Sign up today. Call 256-734-
0145 M-F 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Ladies’ Conference
Saturday, June 7, from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., with lunch at 
noon. At The Foot Of The 
Cross Church, 2101 County 
Road 1435 in Vinemont. 
Guest speaker Kristy Gar-
rison Harris: Trusting 
God through every season. 
There will be games and 
door prizes. Please join us.

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
GGaauuggee  DDaayy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
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SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt

COMMUNITY CORNER

RUMMAGE SALE
TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, Commercial St. | 
Friday May 2, 8-4 P.M. | Sat-
urday May 3, 8-12 P.M.

FOR SALE
2020 SKEETER BASS 
BOAT Hot Foot Jack Plate 
| Fortrex Trolling Motor 
150 Yamaha 4 Stroke | SHO 
Motor $28,000  | 256-339-
6911

BREATHE FREELY AT 
HOME! Central Boiler's 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX 
OUTDOOR wood furnace 
eliminates indoor smoke for 
healthier living. Boilerworx 
Plus – serving Cullman and 
surrounding areas. Call 256-
347-6832!

SERVICES
SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week!  Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide! 

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call: 1-855-405-8901

NEW AUTHORS 
WANTED!  Our publishing 
staff will help you self-pub-
lish your own book. FREE 
author submission kit!  Lim-
ited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 1-877-567-9754

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica's Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 844-925-3534  

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION:  A small amount 
of water can lead to major 

damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry 
out the wet area and do re-
pairs to protect your family 
and your home's value! If 
you have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, Call 
24/7:  1-833-879-1371 Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call!  

MEDICARE PLANS HAVE 
CHANGED!!! Make sure 
your plan will meets your 
needs in 2025.  Our licensed 
agents can review the chang-
es, address your needs and 
make sure you aren't over-
paying!  For a free quote, Call 
now! 1-877-730-0711    

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tors. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-7885

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-833-641-6606

FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and 
see how much you can save! 
1-866-816-3535

DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE Starting at 
$59.99/month! Free Instal-
lation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV!  844-594-7108

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-641-6567

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 
1-855-405-8839. Ask about 
our specials!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with 
a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 7-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-877-323-5516  today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

SAFE STEP. North Amer-
icas #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-871-
6175

CALL LEAFGUARD and 
say goodbye to gutter clean-
ing for good. No cleaning. No 
leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. 
Get LeafGuard today and be 
protected for life. FREE es-
timate. Financing available. 
20% off total purchase (Re-
strictions may apply.) Call 
1-844-679-2490

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/alabama 
#6258
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 

to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 1-833-
426-0193 today!

JACUZZI BATH REMOD-
EL can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
6/30/25.) Call 1-877-205-
0836

REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
with the best looking and 
longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-833-887-1317

ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS Needing Siding, 
Window or Roofs. We are 
opening a branch office and 
will be using these homes 
for advertising. SAVE HUN-
DREDS. 100% Financing*.
SR/Military discounts. 
$1000 OFF with this ad. 
ENDS SOON *wac 800-350-
0591

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-855-405-8927

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all In-
surance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
1 833-399-6566

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
AUTO INSURANCE! A 
recent survey says that most 
Americans are overpaying 
for their car insurance.  Let 
us show you how much you 
can save.  Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote:  1-877-
551-4740

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider
“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

 $300
Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with  

any other offer or promotional financing. Must be presented  
at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 03/01/2025.

ANY  
PROJECT    O

F
F

 Healthy Crawl Spaces 

 Stable Foundations

 Humidity Control

256-418-8189 
ALFrontierRepair.com 

 Dry Basements

 Level Concrete

 Radon Mitigation

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055
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CULLMAN, Ala. — With 
round one of this year’s 
state baseball playoffs in the 
books, we have three local 
teams remaining in the field 
with round two coming up 
later this week. After sweep-
ing past Hazel Green in the 
opening round, Cullman will 
be back home at Bill Shel-
ton Field to host Pell City 
on Friday. Vinemont took a 
three-game series over Ran-
dolph County at home in 
round one and will head to 
Phil Campbell on Friday for 
round two. Addison domi-
nated its first round series 
with Skyline and now the 
Bulldogs will travel to Pick-
ens Academy on Friday with 
a chance to advance to round 
three.
	 All three teams are spend-
ing this week preparing for 
their round two matchups 
and all three coaches shared 
some of what they’re focus-
ing on as they get ready.

Cullman v. Pell City (6A)
•	 Game One – Friday at 5 
p.m.
•	 Game Two – Friday at 
7:30 p.m.
•	 Game Three – Saturday 
at 2 p.m. (If Necessary)

Cullman Head Coach 
Brent Patterson

On the Bearcats’ dominant 
performance in round one,
“One of the most impressive 
things about this team all 
year has been their ability 
to separate yesterday from 
today. They’ve showed up to 
work every day regardless of 
how yesterday went. To be 
completely honest, it’s been 
the most impressive thing 
about this bunch the entire 
year,” Patterson said.
	 “We’ve had a whole lot 
of disappointing games and 
stretches where we didn’t 
perform up to our capabili-
ties. However, they’d show 
up with great energy and 
focus the next day.
	 "No matter what, they’ve 
been very consistent in their 
approach, whether we were 
playing well or struggling. It’s 
a testament to the leadership 
in the locker room and their 
desire to play well for each 
other.”

On Pell City’s strengths,
“As of right now, we don’t 
know a lot about Pell City. 
Overwhelmingly the biggest 
thing I hear about them is 
how competitive they are. 
They seem to have a good 
thing going and really under-
stand what type of team they 
are,” Patterson said. “They’ve 
been extremely solid on the 
mound and defensively and 
they have some threats in the 
lineup. It’s a program that’s 
not unfamiliar with the play-
offs so they’ll be ready for 
us, no doubt. They’re always 
well coached and prepared.”

On what the ‘Cats will need 
to improve on to advance,
“We just need to build on the 
momentum of the last few 
games and use that in our 
favor…all the while balanc-
ing that out with the under-
standing that each week and 
each series has a life of its 
own. Ultimately, we just need 
to worry about the things we 
can control,” Patterson said. 
“We feel good about our 
chances if we pitch it and 
defend it. Offense is unpre-
dictable. You may show up 
and hit balls right at them 
or just find it hard to score 
for one reason or another. 
But you can always pitch and 
defend. That’s pretty much 
the main thing we remind 
our guys all the time. It’s aw-
fully fun when you show up 
and bang it around, but good 
teams win on days when runs 
are hard to come by.”

Addison at Pickens Acade-
my (1A)
•	 Game One – Friday at 
4:30 p.m.
•	 Game Two – Friday at 
6:30 p.m.
•	 Game Three – Saturday 
at 1 p.m. (If Necessary)

Addison Head Coach Lee 
Williams

On how his team is playing 
coming into the postseason,
“Our team is doing all the 
small things right. Little to 
no errors, no walks, hitting 
the ball and not leaving run-
ners stranded,” Willaims 
said. “They are playing with 
confidence and making the 
routines be routine and not 
playing above the game. 
Playing within the game and 
enjoying themselves. They 

are having fun.”

On what Pickens Academy 
brings to the table,
“I had the opportunity to 
go watch them play Spring 
Garden last week. The chal-
lenge first of all is more about 
is our team and us playing 
at the level we feel we can,” 
Williams said. “Pickens 
Academy does a real good job 
of putting the ball in playing 
and making you play defense. 
So, making sure we play 
error free ball is the most 
important aspect. They have 
some good pitching so we as 
a team need to make sure we 
are putting the ball in play 
and scoring runs to keep 
our pitchers out of having to 
pitch perfect games.”

On what the Bulldogs will 
need to do to advance,
“We are going to have to 
make sure we come out play-
ing loose but not flat. We 
will be having to travel for a 
couple hours to get there, so 
having them prepared is im-
portant,” Williams said. “We 
are going to have to make 

sure we aren’t leaving guys 
on base and when we do get 
on base make sure we are 
smart on the base path. We 
have to be patient at the plate 
and not chase balls out of the 
zone and make sure we stay 
away from strikeouts look-
ing. Our pitchers are going 
to have to continue to throw 
strikes and let our defense 
play behind them. Most of 
all just be focused on the fact 
that it’s the second round and 
if you want to advance you 
must play great baseball.”

Vinemont at Phil Camp-
bell (3A)
•	 Game One – Friday at 
4:30 p.m.
•	 Game Two – Friday at 7 
p.m.
•	 Game Three – Saturday 
at 1 p.m. (If Necessary)

Vinemont Head Coach 
Hunter Cornelius

On rallying to win the series 
over Randolph County and 
advance,
“Our guys did a great job 
of responding when their 

backs were against the wall 
after game one. We were in a 
similar situation earlier this 
season after dropping the 
first area game to Penning-
ton. We had to go on the road 
and win two straight, and 
our boys stepped up and did 
just that against a really good 
baseball team,” Cornelius 
said. “After Thursday’s loss, 
I told them we couldn’t hang 
our heads or feel sorry for 
ourselves, we had to respond 
the right way and be ready 
to compete. They showed a 
lot of maturity, and it was a 
complete team effort to come 
back and win those next two 
games.”

On Phil Campbell’s 
strengths,
“I’ve had a chance to check 
out some stats and talk with 
a few coaches, and it’s clear 
they’re a well-coached team. 
They execute, they play hard, 
and they don’t beat them-
selves,” Cornelius said. “The 
biggest challenge in facing 
them is that it’s going to be a 
grind from the first pitch. You 
can’t take an inning, or even 

a pitch, off. They’ve got guys 
who can make plays on both 
sides of the ball, so we’ve got 
to stay disciplined, stick to 
our game plan, and compete 
for all seven innings.”

On his team’s focus going 
into round two,
“For us, it’s really about play-
ing consistent, clean base-
ball. We’ve got to be ready 
to go the moment we step 
off the bus. The mentality in 
practice this past week has 
been where it needs to be. 
The boys are locked in, fo-
cused, and I feel like they’re 
in a great place mentally,” 
Cornelius said.
	 “Now it’s just about going 
out, executing, and doing the 
little things right. It all comes 
down to intentionality. Every 
rep and every moment mat-
ters. We’ve got to take care 
of the little things like situ-
ational hitting, staying ag-
gressive on the bases, and not 
giving away extra outs. If we 
stay connected and play for 
the guy next to us, we’ll give 
ourselves a chance to move 
on.”

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Vinemont Eagles, Cullman Bearcats and Addison Bulldogs will be back on the 
field for the second round of the state baseball playoffs this Friday.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASEBALL PLAYOFFS

Vinemont, Cullman, Addison preparing for round 2

PREP SOFTBALL

Good Hope downs Cordova 8-2

GOOD HOPE, Ala. — The 
Lady Raiders were back 
home hosting a senior night 
matchup against Cordova on 
Monday and after Good Hope 
jumped out to an early lead, 
they stayed in front through-
out the rest of the contest, 
defeating Cordova, 8-2.
	 Starter Addyson Burgess 
gave up a one-out single, but 
two pitches later, she got the 
next batter to line out into a 
double play to end the inning. 
The Lady Raiders gave Bur-
gess some early run support 
in their half. Lizzy Steed led 
off the inning with a single, 
then a sacrifice bunt, followed 
by a single by Campbell Koch, 
put runners on the corners 
with one out. Haley Lay's sac-
rifice fly brought home Steed, 
as that gave them the early 
1-0 lead.
	 The score would remain 
the same until the top of 
the fourth inning. Cordova 
scored on an error to tie the 
game up at one, but Good 
Hope quickly broke the tie 
in their half. Natalie Miller 
and Burgess hit back-to-back 
singles to lead off the inning, 
then an error on a sacrifice 
bunt allowed Miller to score 
to give the Lady Raiders a 2-1 
lead. Later that inning, Steed 
drew a two-out walk to put 
runners on the corners, then 
back-to-back RBI singles 
by Kylee Smith and Koch 
stretched their lead to 4-1. 

Koch moved up to second on 
a passed ball, and two pitches 
later, Lay ripped a two-run 
triple to center field to put 
Good Hope ahead 6-1.
	 Cordova hit an RBI 
double in the top of the sixth 

to trim the deficit to 6-2, but 
the Lady Raiders responded 
in their half. Steed hit a one-
out single, and Smith drew a 
walk to put runners on first 
and second. Steed advanced 
to third on a fly ball, and Lay 

hit a two-run single to right 
field to increase their lead to 
8-2. Burgess retired the Lady 
Blue Devils in order in the 
seventh to help seal the 8-2 
win for Good Hope.
	 Lay led the way for the 

Lady Raiders with a pair of 
hits and a game-high five 
RBIs, while Koch (two hits) 
and Smith (one hit) each 
drove in a run in the win. Bur-
gess went all seven innings 
to collect the win for Good 

Hope, as she gave up just 
four hits and one earned run, 
walked two, and struck out 
two.
	 The Lady Raiders will 
host the 4A, Area 13 Tourna-
ment on Saturday.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Cullman library curating ‘Tiny Art Gallery’
CULLMAN, Ala. — All 
month, the main branch of 
the Cullman County Public 
Library System (CCPLS) has 
been providing tiny canvas-
es for patrons to take home, 
decorate as they please, and 
return by April 30. These can-
vases will be displayed in the 
library’s first-ever Tiny Art 
Gallery during its summer 
reading program. 
	 Tied to the summer read-
ing program's theme, "Color 
Our World," the project is 
part of the library’s aim to 
celebrate local creativity 
through small-scale art proj-
ects. 
	 "Our main goal is to make 
the library vibrant," CCPLS 
Assistant Director Shelby 
Creekmore explained. "Be-
cause of the theme, ‘Color 
Our World,’ we want to ex-
plore different ways to color 
our world — through food, 
art and activities — and 
allow kids and adults to prac-
tice that creativity before 
summer starts."        
	 The library has a full 
schedule of activities for the 
season, with events every 
Tuesday and Thursday, 
suitable for all ages. These 
include art workshops and 
culinary-themed programs, 
with a community block 

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

WALKING TOURS
Every Saturday in April Begins at 10AM

Museum is open at no-charge at these times

Misty Steele (from Front)
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Honors (from Front)

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Al-
abama Farm-City celebrat-
ed the multiplying effect of 
county committees’ work in 
schools and communities 
during its annual awards lun-
cheon April 17 in Auburn. The 
program concluded the year-
long theme “Our Community 
Counts on Farmers,” a nod 
to the most recent Census of 
Agriculture.
	 Over 350 students, 
county leaders and industry 
representatives attended the 
event, held in conjunction 
with the Alabama Farmers 
Federation Women’s Leader-
ship Conference.
	 Alabama Farm-City 
Committee Chair Jeff Helms 
hailed volunteers’ work to 
connect rural and urban 
dwellers. “Volunteers are the 
lifeblood of Alabama Farm-
City,” said Helms, also the 
Federation Communications 
Department director. “Their 
generous gifts of time, talent 
and creativity have an im-
measurable impact on their 
communities. They under-
stand that it is vital to show 
citizens of all ages just how 
important agriculture is to 

our state. Every year, I’m 
amazed at their ability to 
rally around a common cause 
and cultivate connections 
with neighbors.”

Award-winning students
Eighteen students who har-
nessed bright colors, vivid 
text or creative digital media 
were honored for placing in 
poster, essay and video con-
tests. Those Kindergarten 
through 12th grade competi-
tors represented 14 counties.
	 Winners and runners-up 
in poster and essay contests 
received cash prizes from Al-
abama Ag in the Classroom, 
while Alabama Farmers Co-
operative (AFC) sponsored 
the video contest. Schools of 
first- and second-place scor-
ers received matching cash 
prizes.
	 Winning works will be 
featured in the 2026 Alabama 
Farm-City Calendar.

Poster Contest, Kindergar-
ten-Third Grade
•	 First and $200: Lincoln 
Moore, Southside Elementa-
ry School, Etowah County
•	 Second and $100: Sa-
vannah Salter, The Lakeside 
School, Barbour County
•	 Third and $75: Jackson 

Belcher, Bagley Elementary 
School, Jefferson County
•	 Fourth and $60: Reason 
Rutherford, Holly Pond K8, 
Cullman County
•	 Fifth and $40: Everlie 
Harrison, Clanton Elementa-
ry School, Chilton County
•	 Sixth and $25: Canaan 
Murphy, Sand Rock School, 
Cherokee County

Poster Contest, Fourth-
Sixth Grade
•	 First and $200: Addi 
Waldrop, Bagley Elementary 
School, Jefferson County
•	 Second and $100: Ariana 
Sullivan Le, Prattville In-
termediate School, Autauga 
County 
•	 Third and $75: Corbitt 
Dyess, Mulkey Elementary 
School, Geneva County
•	 Fourth and $60: MarLee 
Whitehead, Holly Pond K8, 
Cullman County
•	 Fifth and $40: Skylynn 
Smith, Sulligent Elementary 
School, Lamar County
•	 Sixth and $25: Millie Hen-
derson, Ohatchee Elementa-
ry School, Calhoun County

Essay Contest, Sev-
enth-Ninth Grade
•	 First and $300: Olivia 
Gregory, Pike Liberal Arts 

School, Pike County 
•	 Second and $200: Chey-
anne Johnson, Billingsley 
School, Autauga County

Essay Contest, 10th-12th 
Grade
•	 First and $300: Maeleigh 
Gray, Geneva High School, 
Geneva County
•	 Second and $200: Emma 
Rambo, Phil Campbell High 
School, Franklin County

Video Contest, Ninth-12th 
Grade
•	 First and $300: Isabel Ar-
riaga, Lawrence County High 
School, Lawrence County
•	 Second and $200: Jake 
Webb, Hamilton High School, 
Marion County

Exceptional counties
In addition to selecting stu-
dent winners, judges pored 
over exceptional entries from 
county Farm-City commit-
tees.
	 Division winners scored 
$300 from the Alabama 
Farmers Agriculture Foun-
dation, while runners-up 
received $200. Each category 
win netted the committee 
$100.

Division I

•	 Dale County: Best Farm-
City Committee; Innovative 
Idea Award
•	 Lee County: Runner-up 
Best Farm-City Committee; 
Scrapbook Award
•	 Coffee County: Best 
Farm-City Tour
•	 Houston County: Best 
Farm-City Breakfast/Lunch/
Dinner
•	 Chilton County: Best 
Media Coverage/Proclama-
tion
•	 St. Clair County: Best 
Civic Club Programs
•	 Cullman County: Best 
Special Activities
•	 Walker County: Target 
Award

Division II
•	 Geneva County: Best 
Farm-City Committee; 
Scrapbook Award; Best Civic 
Club Activities; Target Award
•	 Franklin County: Run-
ner-up Best Farm-City Com-
mittee; Best Farm-City Tour
•	 Clay County: Innovative 
Idea Award
•	 Fayette County: Best 
Farm-City Breakfast/Lunch/
Dinner
•	 Randolph County: Best 
Media Coverage/Proclama-
tion
•	 Cherokee County: Best 

Special Activities

Additionally, Dan and Pat 
Presley of Coffee County 
were honored as the Vol-
unteers of the Year, while 
Landon Marks of Cherokee 
County received the Service 
Award.

Farm of Distinction
During the program, Bar Neal 
Farms was named the 2025 
Farm of Distinction for its 
commitment to stewardship, 
support of young farmers and 
community impact.
	 Nealy and Jennie Barrett 
manage the decades-old cow-
calf and stocker operation 
in Elmore County alongside 
their son, Justin, and daugh-
ter-in-law, Jordan.
	 As Farm of Distinction 
winners, the Barretts will re-
ceive an engraved farm sign 
from Alfa Insurance and the 
Federation; a John Deere 
Gator from John Deere, 
SunSouth and TriGreen; 
$1,000 from First South Farm 
Credit; and a $1,000 gift card 
from AFC.
	 Additionally, Nealy will 
represent Alabama during 
the Sunbelt Expo Southeast-
ern Farmer of the Year con-
test this fall.

Marlee Jackson
Contributor

ALABAMA FARMERS FEDERATION

Reason Rutherford of Cullman County was honored for earning 
fourth place in the Alabama Farm-City Kindergarten-Third 
Grade Poster Contest April 17 during an annual awards 
luncheon in Auburn. Rutherford is a student at Holly Pond 
K-8. They received $60 from Alabama Ag in the Classroom 
(AITC) for their poster, which showcased the theme of “Our 
Community Counts on Farmers.” From left are Alabama 
Farm-City Committee Chair Jeff Helms, Rutherford and 
Alabama AITC Steering Committee Chair Kim Earwood.

ALABAMA FARMERS FEDERATION

Cullman County was honored for coordinating the Best Special 
Activities for larger-population counties during the Alabama 
Farm-City annual awards luncheon in Auburn April 17. The 
committee participated in six unique events connecting 
local students to farms and received a cash prize from the 
Alabama Farmers Agriculture Foundation (AFAF) for their 
work, which showcased the theme of “Our Community Counts 
on Farmers.” From left are Alabama Farm-City Committee 
Chair Jeff Helms, Cullman County Farm-City Committee Chair 
Oakleigh Calahan and AFAF board member Mahlon Richburg.

ALABAMA FARMERS FEDERATION

MarLee Whitehead of Cullman County was honored for 
earning fourth place in the Alabama Farm-City Fourth-Sixth 
Grade Poster Contest April 17 during an annual awards 
luncheon in Auburn. Whitehead is a student at Holly Pond 
K-8. They received $60 from Alabama Ag in the Classroom 
(AITC) for their poster, which showcased the theme of “Our 
Community Counts on Farmers.” From left are Alabama 
Farm-City Committee Chair Jeff Helms, Whitehead and 
Alabama AITC Steering Committee Chair Kim Earwood.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Vinemont Eagles, Cullman Bearcats and Addison Bulldogs will be back on the 
field for the second round of the state baseball playoffs this Friday.

PREP BASEBALL PLAYOFFS

Vinemont, Cullman, Addison preparing for round 2
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Good Hope downs Cordova 8-2

Cullman library curating ‘Tiny Art Gallery’
CULLMAN, Ala. — All 
month, the main branch of 
the Cullman County Public 
Library System (CCPLS) has 
been providing tiny canvas-
es for patrons to take home, 
decorate as they please, and 
return by April 30. These can-
vases will be displayed in the 
library’s first-ever Tiny Art 
Gallery during its summer 
reading program. 
	 Tied to the summer read-
ing program's theme, "Color 
Our World," the project is 
part of the library’s aim to 
celebrate local creativity 
through small-scale art proj-
ects. 
	 "Our main goal is to make 
the library vibrant," CCPLS 
Assistant Director Shelby 
Creekmore explained. "Be-
cause of the theme, ‘Color 
Our World,’ we want to ex-
plore different ways to color 
our world — through food, 
art and activities — and 
allow kids and adults to prac-
tice that creativity before 
summer starts."        
	 The library has a full 
schedule of activities for the 
season, with events every 
Tuesday and Thursday, 
suitable for all ages. These 
include art workshops and 
culinary-themed programs, 
with a community block 

party on June 10, marking the 
program's official launch. 
	 The "Color Our World" 
summer program will ex-
plore all the different ways to 
"color" the world in an edu-
cational and fun way. Creek-
more said it's more than 
just exploring color; it’s also 
about human experience. 
	 “’Color Our World’ is a 
great summer program be-
cause it emphasizes how our 
world is different, all the va-
riety in our world and all the 
cultural differences – and the 
library is the perfect place to 
explore that," she said.      
	 If you or someone you 
know would like to partic-
ipate, the library will dis-
tribute free canvases and art 
supplies while supplies last. 
No library card is required 
to participate, and finished 
artwork must be returned by 
April 30 to be displayed. 
	 Creekmore encouraged 
everyone in the community 
to get involved and try some-
thing new. "(It’s about) just 
openness to allow yourself to 
try something new, and even 
if you're not good at it, things 
can still be beautiful."
	 The main branch of the 
Cullman County Public Li-
brary System is located at 
200 Clark St. NE in Cullman. 
Get more info at www.face-
book.com/cullmancounty-
publiclibrarysystem.

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

ANABELLE HOWZE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The main branch of the Cullman County Public Library System is located at 200 Clark St. NE in Cullman.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Misty Steele (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Meet the 
beautiful and sweet Misty 
Steele, The Cullman Tribune 

Pet of the Week. She’s a do-
mestic shorthair who is ap-
proximately 1-year-old.
	 This beautiful girl is 
friendly, curious and outgo-
ing. If you love comfort then 

get ready, because she enjoys 
a good cuddle. Her personal-
ity blossoms anytime she is 
with you, which makes her a 
perfect choice for a compan-
ion/therapy cat. 

	 Misty Steele’s adop-
tion fee is just $100 which 
includes spaying, DHLPP 
vaccine, Bordetella vaccines, 
rabies vaccine, wormer, gen-
eral exam at the vet and mi-

crochip.
	 Visit the shelter at 935 
Convent Road NE. It’s open 
Monday through Friday, 
from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. If she’s 
not there, be sure to meet 

her friends! They’re all wait-
ing for their forever homes! 
Contact the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 256-734-
5448 or cullmananimalshel-
ter@co.cullman.al.us.
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NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF CULLMAN

Default having been made of the terms of the loan documents 
secured by that certain mortgage executed by Wendell Dale 
Seals ,A Married Man And Michelle Seals ,His Wife to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, 
as nominee for Quicken Loans Inc., its successors and assigns 
dated May 16, 2018; said mortgage being recorded on May 
29, 2018, in Book 1850, Page 19 in the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. Said Mortgage 
was last sold, assigned and transferred to Quicken Loans 
Inc. by assignment recorded in Deed Book 345, Page 143 
in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, 
ALABAMA.
The undersigned, Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken 
Loans, LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans Inc., under and by virtue 
of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, will sell at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before the main 
entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, Alabama 
during the legal hours of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on 
the 29th day of May, 2025 the following property, situated in 
Cullman County, Alabama, to-wit:
COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE 
SE 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 OF SEC. 13, T9S, R2W; THENCE 
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 55’ WEST A DISTANCE OF 180 
FEET TO A POINT; THENCE SOUTH 13 DEGREES 14’ 
EAST A DISTANCE OF 219 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE 
NORTH 86 DEGREES 58’ EAST A DISTANCE OF 40 FEET 
TO A POINT AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE 
PROPERTY HEREIN CONVEYED; THENCE SOUTH 
3 DEGREES 02’ EAST A DISTANCE OF 125 FEET, 
MORE OR LESS TO A POINT IN THE MIDDLE OF A 
COUNTY DIRT ROAD; THENCE IN A NORTHEASTERLY 
DIRECTION ALONG THE CENTER OF THE COUNTY 
DIRT ROAD A DISTANCE OF 160 FEET, MORE OR LESS 
TO A POINT; THENCE WEST A DISTANCE OF 165 FEET, 
MORE OR LESS, BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
SAID LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE SE 1/4 OF 
THE NE 1/4 SEC. 13, T9S, R2W, AND THE SW 1/4 OF 
THE NW 1/4, SEC. 18, T9S, R1W, CULLMAN COUNTY, 
ALABAMA.

Said property is commonly known as 75 Boyd Rd, Cullman, 
AL 35058.
Should a conflict arise between the property address and the 
legal description the legal description will control.
Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), the right of redemption of any taxing 
authority, all outstanding liens for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the property, any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-
way, zoning ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, 
covenants, the statutory right of redemption pursuant to 
Alabama law, and any matters of record including, but not 
limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out above. 
Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named 
or the undersigned.  The successful bidder must present 
certified funds in the amount of the winning bid at the time 
and place of sale.
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest 
in property the right to redeem the property under certain 
circumstances. Programs may also exist that help persons 
avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An attorney should be 
consulted to help you understand these rights and programs as 
a part of the foreclosure process.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation that the 
sale is not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) 
to final confirmation and audit of the status of the loan with 
the holder of the Mortgage.

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS, 
LLC F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS INC.
as holder of said mortgage
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
505 20th Street North, Suite 1775
Birmingham, AL 35203
(205) 216-4238
FT21@mccalla.com
File No. 25-06859AL
www.foreclosurehotline.net

NOTICE OF PUBLIC TEST
HOUSE DISTRICT (HD) 11

State of Alabama
Cullman County
Probate Office Elections

TO: CULLMAN COUNTY HOUSE DISTRICT (HD) 11 VOTERS

There will be a PUBLIC TEST held for the Precinct Ballot 
Counter for the May 13, 2025, Special Republican Primary 
Election.

The public test will be held Tuesday, April 29, 2025, between 
the hours of 8:00 am and 4:00 pm at the Cullman County Court 
Referral Building, 2051 2nd Avenue SW, Cullman, Alabama 
35055.

Tammy Brown
Judge of Probate
Cullman County

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
HOUSE DISTRICT (HD) 11

State of Alabama
Cullman County
Probate Office Elections

TO: CULLMAN COUNTY HOUSE DISTRICT (HD) 11 
VOTERS	

In accordance with Section 17-9-5 of the Code of Alabama, 
notice is hereby given that a Special Republican Primary Elec-
tion will be held for House District (HD) 11, Cullman County, 
Alabama, on TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2025. The following office 
will be on the ballot:

STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT NO. 11

Tammy Brown
Judge of Probate
Cullman County

NOTICE SCHOOL OF INSTRUCTION
HOUSE DISTRICT (HD) 11

State of Alabama Cullman County Probate Office Elections

TO: CULLMAN COUNTY HOUSE DISTRICT (HD) 11 VOTERS

There will be a School of Instruction held for all election work-
ers in House District (HD) 11, Cullman County, Alabama, on 
May 1st, 2025, between the hours of 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM. 
Pursuant to Ala. Code §17-8-9 (a) all election workers selected 
by the Appointing Board to work in the Special Republican Pri-
mary Election are required to attend.

Thank you for your service.

Tammy Brown
Judge of Probate
Cullman County

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 

Default having been made in the payment of the indebtedness secured by 
that mortgage dated February 11, 2025, in favor of Brent Thomson, and executed 
by Robert Lee Kimbrough, which mortgage was recorded February 14, 2025, in 
Mortgage Book 2112, Page 202, in the probate records of Cullman County, 
Alabama; the mortgagee Brent Thomson has elected to declare the entire 
indebtedness secured by said mortgage to be due and payable as provided in said 
mortgage, and notice is hereby given that pursuant to the law and power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the undersigned will sell at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash before the main entrance of the Courthouse in Cullman County 
Alabama, during the legal hours of sale,(between 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.) on 
May 7, 2025, the following described real estate situated in Cullman County, 
Alabama, to-wit:  

A part of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 3, 
Township 10 South, Range 2 West, and being more particularly 
described as follows: Commence where the West right of way line of 
County Road crosses the South line of the Northeast Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 3, Township 10 South, Range 2 West; 
thence North 540 feet, more or less, along the West right of way line 
of said road to a marked corner, which is the Northeast corner of Lois 
A. Robinson property, and which is the point of beginning of the 
property herein conveyed; thence North along the West right of way 
line of said road a distance of 186 feet; thence in a southwesterly 
direction in a straight line between two wells a distance of 142 feet to 
a marked corner; thence South 145 feet; thence in a southeasterly 
direction 113 feet to the point of beginning, containing one-half (1/2) 
acre, more or less. Situated, lying and being in Cullman County, State 
of Alabama. 
 
Better described as follows: 
 
A part of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 3, 
Township 10 South, Range 2 West, and being more particularly 
described as follows: Commence at the Southwest corner of the 
Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 3, Township 10 
South, Range 2 West, Cullman County, Alabama; thence South 88 
degrees 41 minutes 39 seconds East 354.98 feet to a point on the West 
right of way of County Road No. 1635; thence North 0 degrees 17 
minutes 23 seconds West 343.09 feet to an existing iron on said right 
of way; thence North 0 degrees 17 minutes 23 seconds West 149.70 
feet to an iron ½" capped rebar set on said right of way; thence North 
0 degrees 17 minutes 23 seconds West 107.00 feet to a marked corner 
being the Northeast corner of the "Lois A. Robinson property" and the 
point of beginning of the property herein conveyed; thence North 
along the West right of way of said road a distance of 186 feet, more 
or less, to a point; thence in a Southwesterly direction in a straight line 
between two wells a distance of 142 feet to a marked corner; thence in 
a Southerly direction 145 feet to an existing iron; thence in an Easterly 
direction 113 feet back to the point of beginning, containing .5 acre, 
more or less. 
 
Property Address: 2501 County Road 1635, Cullman, AL 35058  
 
Said property is commonly known as 2501 County Road 1635, Cullman, AL 

35058. Should a conflict arise between the property address and the legal 
description, the legal description will control.  

Said sale is being made for the purpose of applying the proceeds to the debt 
secured by the mortgage and the expenses of foreclosure. The auctioneer will give 
to the purchaser an Auctioneer's deed subject to ad valorem taxes due October 1, 
2025, said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and payable), the right of 
redemption of any taxing authority, all outstanding liens for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the property, any matters which might be disclosed by an 
accurate survey and inspection of the property, any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, easements, rights-of-way, zoning ordinances, restrictions, special 
assessments, covenants, the statutory right of redemption pursuant to Alabama law, 
and any matters of record including, but not limited to, those superior to said 
Mortgage first set out above. Said sale will also be subject to any Federal Tax 
Liens and/or Special Assessments of any nature, if any, which might adversely 
affect the title to the property. Said property will be sold on an "as-is" basis without 
any representation, warranty, or recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned. The successful bidder must present certified funds in the amount of 
the winning bid at the time and place of sale. The Mortgagee reserves the right to 
bid on the property.  

Pursuant to Section 6-5-248 of the Code of Alabama of 1975, as last 
amended, I submit the following legally required notice, to-wit: Alabama Law 
gives some persons who have an interest in property the right to redeem the 
property under certain circumstances. Programs may also exist that help people 
avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An Attorney should be consulted to help 
you understand these rights and programs as a part of the foreclosure process.  
 
BRENT THOMSON, Mortgagee 
BY SETH B. THOMPSON, ATTORNEY AND AUCTIONEER 
THOMPSON LAW FIRM, LLC  
201 SECOND AVENUE SOUTHEAST  
CULLMAN, AL 35055.  
TELEPHONE (256) 734-4591 
 

Notice to the Cullman Tribune – Publish once a week for three consecutive 
weeks on April 17, 2025, April 24, 2025, and May 1, 2025.  

NOTICE OF ELECTION OFFICIALS
HOUSE DISTRICT (HD) 11

STATE OF ALABAMA
CULLMAN COUNTY  

TO THE PROBATE JUDGE OF SAID COUNTY AND STA
TE:                                          
				  
	 We, the undersigned, constituting the Appointing 
Board of Election Officials of Cullman County, Alabama, 
hereby certify that this is a true and correct list of the Election 
Officials to hold a Special Republican Primary Election, on 
Tuesday, May 13, 2025, in House District (HD) 11, Cullman 
County, Alabama.

Absentee Box
Susan Richardson			  Inspector
Lisa Andrews			   Chief Clerk
Debbie Nelson			   Clerk
Debra Strickland			   Clerk

Baileyton Senior Center		  Precinct 20 Box 1
Greg Hendrix			   Inspector
Pat Gilbert			   Chief Clerk
James Fisher			   Clerk
Bobby Martin			   Clerk
Joan Weaver			   Clerk

Berlin Community Center		 Precinct 23
Jim Barnett			   Inspector
Jennifer Lambert			   Chief Clerk
Emily Lambert			   Clerk
Marie Sanford			   Clerk

Brooklyn Community Center	 Precinct 20 Box 2
Clarence Benefield		  Inspector
Anita Batemon			   Chief Clerk
Lucy Benefield			   Clerk
Earl Porters			   Clerk
Paulette Porters			   Clerk

Center Hill Community Center 	 Precinct 31
Keith Burns			   Inspector
Sherry Bradford			   Chief Clerk
Wendy Jenkins			   Clerk
Tara Meharg			   Clerk

Cullman Office Bldg (Basement)	 Precinct 1 Box 4
Michael Sullins			   Inspector	
Judy Boike			   Chief Clerk
Joan Calvert			   Clerk
Elizabeth Collicott		  Clerk
Susy Stokes			   Clerk

East Point Community Center	 Precinct 35
Leslie Calloway			   Inspector	
Ronald Barnes			   Chief Clerk
Virginia Pattillo			   Clerk
Tim Sellers			   Clerk

Fairview Fire Dept A-K		  Precinct 28 Box 1
Darrell Bailey			   Inspector	
Sherry Bailey			   Chief Clerk
Jason Bryan			   Clerk
Jimmie Grimes			   Clerk

Fairview Town Hall L-Z		  Precinct 28 Box 2
Amy Haynes			   Inspector		
Doris Pinkard			   Chief Clerk
Hugh Harris			   Clerk
Diana Waldrop			   Clerk

Gold Ridge Community Center	 Precinct 19
Anthony Graham			   Inspector		
Jody Graham			   Chief Clerk
Rick Davis			   Clerk
Charles Pinkston			   Clerk

Hanceville City Hall		  Precinct 3 Box 1
Christine Larkins			   Inspector		
Anna Gotch			   Chief Clerk
Latrice Colvin			   Clerk
Yvonne Grund			   Clerk

Hanceville Civic Center		  Precinct 3 Box 2
Brenda Carter			   Inspector	
Patricia Tucker			   Chief Clerk
Herman Nail			   Clerk
Larry Tucker			   Clerk

Holly Pond Fire Department	 Precinct 22
Danny Alldredge			   Inspector
Vickie Alldredge			   Chief Clerk
Tanya Hays			   Clerk
Tina Holcombe			   Clerk
Robbi Kimberly			   Clerk

Joppa Fire Department		  Precinct 21 Box 1
Joan Creel Harper			  Inspector
Brenda Creel			   Chief Clerk
Caroletta Scofield			  Clerk
Allie Scott			   Clerk

Kelley Community Center		 Precinct 30
Dennis Swafford			   Inspector	
Jan Alldredge			   Chief Clerk
Jimmy Alldredge			   Clerk
Deborah Davis-Hood		  Clerk
Gail Swafford			   Clerk

New Canaan Senior Center	 Precinct 21 Box 2
Angel Casey			   Inspector
John Casey			   Chief Clerk
Dori Poole			   Clerk
Dorinda Poole			   Clerk

Providence Fire Department	 Precinct 18 Box 2
Andy Dyer			   Inspector		
Edward Green			   Chief Clerk
Bridgett Rodgers			   Clerk
Heath Rodgers			   Clerk
Stacey Smith			   Clerk
	
Simcoe Community Center	 Precinct 32
E.J. Carter			   Inspector
Sherry England			   Chief Clerk
Edwin Dixon			   Clerk
Madison Kovar			   Clerk
Brenda Maynard			   Clerk

Vinemont Community Center	 Precinct 18 Box 1
Kathy Waddell			   Inspector		
Gary Waddell			   Chief Clerk
Frank Gingrich			   Clerk
Nina Justice			   Clerk
Joann Oakley			   Clerk

Walter Community Center		 Precinct 24
Phillip Hicks			   Inspector	
Angela Robertson			  Chief Clerk
Debra Delamont			   Clerk
William Sinyard			   Clerk

Welti Mt. Zion Church		  Precinct 25
Vanessa McDaniel		  Inspector
Joyce Allen			   Chief Clerk
Kristi Baker			   Clerk
Deborah McNeal			   Clerk

Tammy Brown, Judge of Probate

Lisa McSwain, Circuit Clerk

Matt Gentry, Sheriff

Signatures on file in the Probate Office.

Festival (from Front)

Council (from Front)

Attorney (from Front)
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Obituary Announcements: April 22-23
Brenda Sue 
Jones Bonds, 64
Funeral service for Brenda 
Sue Jones Bonds, 64 of 
Joppa, will be at 2 p.m., 
Friday, April 25, 2025, at 
Cullman Funeral Home 
Chapel, Rev. Steve Rodgers 
officiating. The family 
will receive friends from 

noon-2 p.m. before the 
service. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to serve 
the family. Mrs. Bonds 
was born on June 8, 
1960, to parents, Homer 
and Alvee Louise Dover 
Jones. Brenda loved going 
to auctions and thrift 
stores. She was also a big 

fan of wrestling. Mrs. 
Bonds was preceded in 
death by her parents; son, 
Billy Ray Martin; sisters, 
Wanda, Francis and Helen; 
fiancé, Richard Millwood. 
Survivors include her 
daughter, Melissa (Joe) 
Fulenwider; brother, 
Ricky Jones; sister, 

Shirley (Tom) Burch; 
grandchildren, James 
Ray Martin, Brittany 
Martin, Anna Chambers, 
Dakota Holladay, Jordan 
Fulenwider; great-
grandchildren, Liam 
Chambers and Hudson 
Chambers; and a host 
of nieces, nephews, 

family and friends.

Kathryn Lin Denny, 30
Kathryn Lin Denny, age 
30, of Lacey Springs, 
Alabama, passed away on 
Sunday, April 20, 2025.
Kathryn is survived by her 
parents David and Ronda 
Denny; her sons Isaiah and 

Braxton, her grandmother 
Brenda Lange, her siblings 
Seth, Jessica and Gabriel 
Denny and her niece Abby. 
As well as host of aunts, 
uncles and cousins To leave 
condolences for the Denny 
family visit mossservicefh.
com.  Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Registration (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Parents 
with young students outside 
the Cullman City Schools 
district who are interested 
in enrolling their children as 
out-of-district students will 
have an opportunity soon — 
though space is limited.
	 Out-of-district registra-
tion for kindergarten stu-
dents will begin on May 8 for 
the 2025-2026 school year.
	 This registration is for 
prospective kindergarten 
students whose families live 
outside the city limits and 
are interested in having their 
children attend Cullman City 
Primary School (CCPS).
	 Registration will be con-
ducted online through the 
Cullman City Schools web-
site.
	 Interested families can 
visit this website for de-
tails: www.cullmancats.
n e t / k - 1 2 - r e g i s t r a t i o n /
ccps-out-of-district-registra-

tion.
	 Beginning at 12:01 a.m. on 
May 8, 2025, a link to the Out 
of District Pre-Registration 
Form will be available at the 
website listed above.
	 The online form does 
not guarantee placement in 
Cullman City Schools, but 
is used for pre-registration 
and allows school officials to 
create a timestamped list for 
available out-of-district slots. 
	 Those who are able to 
obtain a slot will be notified 
to complete the full registra-
tion process. 
	 The following documents 
will be needed if you are no-
tified for final CCPS registra-
tion: original birth certificate 
(preferred but not required); 
original Social Security card 
(preferred but not required); 
current Alabama Immuniza-
tion Record (aka blue card); 
two proofs of residency (e.g., 
current home ownership title 
or a lease/rent agreement, 
utility bill, etc.); drivers li-
censes of parent or legal 

guardian; and custody docu-
ments, if applicable.
	 Cullman City Primary 
School is a state and national 
award-winning school in the 
areas of literacy and school 
safety, and Cullman City 
Schools is among the high-
est-performing districts in 
the state of Alabama.

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Staff Reports 
Contributor

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

Festival (from Front)
Strawberry Festival contin-
ues to honor its rich history, 
beginning with the celebra-
tion of local farmers,” An-
derson said. “This blend of 
the old and new ensures that 
we maintain our cherished 
history while keeping the fes-
tival vibrant and relevant for 
today’s audiences.”
	 To accommodate the 
growing crowds, the City of 
Cullman has added more 

than 150 new parking spaces 
since last year’s event, in-
cluding additional accessible 
parking for guests with dis-
abilities at the north end of 
the festival grounds near the 
police station.
	 Two accessible parking 
areas will now be available 
near the north and south 
entrances, with signage and 
a festival map to guide at-
tendees. A rideshare drop-

off point will be located at 
Second Avenue and Arnold 
Street, near the festival en-
trance.
	 Although there will be 
no shuttle service this year, 
organizers aim to make the 
festival grounds accessible 
and convenient for everyone, 
Anderson said.
	 Carnival ride prices will 
range from $3-$5. A QR code 
with a current festival map 

will also be available for at-
tendees.
	 Cullman Mayor Woody 
Jacobs praised the event’s 
impact on community spirit.
	 “The city council and I 
always look forward to this 
festival as it provides a won-
derful opportunity to see 
our community unite, cele-
brating our farmers and local 
businesses while creating 
lasting memories,” Jacobs 

said. “The community’s en-
thusiasm and participation 
truly make this event spe-
cial.”
	 Anderson credited the 
event’s success to the support 
of sponsors, City leadership, 
vendors and volunteers.
	 “Our goal is for this year’s 
Alabama Strawberry Festival 
to be memorable not only for 
its celebration of Cullman's 
rich agricultural heritage, 

but also for fostering a sense 
of community and together-
ness,” he said.
	 “We strive for every guest 
to leave the event with lasting 
memories filled with joy and 
a profound sense of commu-
nity pride.”
	 Get more detailed in-
formation at www.alaba-
m a s t r a w b e r r y f e s t . c o m . 
Depot Park is located at 309 
First Ave. NE in Cullman.

Council (from Front)
team, Councilman Clint 
Hollingsworth presented 
individual certificates to:
•	 Avery Adams - level XB 
div. F first place floor, third 
place beam, second place All-
Around
•	 Ella Anderson - level XB 
div. K first place bars, beam 
and All-Around; second place 
floor
•	 Zoe Burks - level XS div. 
B first place vault, bars, floor 
and All-Around, second place 
beam
•	 Skylar Livengood - level 
XS div. F second place beam, 
third place vault
•	 Lily McEachern - level XS 
div. H second place bars, third 
place beam and All-Around
•	 Willa Miner - level XS div. 
C first place vault
•	 Mary Beth Moody - level 
7 div. F first place vault, third 
place floor

•	 Sabrina Schuster - level 
XB div. K first place beam; 
second place vault, bars 
and floor, second place All-
Around
•	 Harper Williams - level 
XS div. B first place beam; 
second place vault, bars, floor 
and All-Around

Airport improvements 
continue
The council approved res-
olutions to award bids for 
multiple projects at Cullman 
Regional Airport:

•	 A bid for a towbarless tug 
to MayDay Aero, LLC, in the 
amount of $50,999. Airport 
Director Ben Harrison told 
the council that the new 
equipment will allow crews 
to move larger and heavier 
aircraft on the ground as the 

airport seeks to draw in such 
business.
•	 A bid for general aviation 
reconstruction and terminal 
apron rehabilitation to Wire-
grass Construction Com-
pany, LLC, in the amount of 
$4,134,155.59. This priority 
project will allow the parking 
of more and heavier aircraft. 
Harrison said that 95% of 
this project will be paid for 
through federal grants, and 
that the City and County will 
split the 5% local funding 
commitment.
•	 A bid for midfield devel-
opment to Wiregrass Con-
struction Company, LLC, in 
the amount of $1,259,806.27.  
Harrison said that this later 
project will develop another 
20 acres of available land at 
the airport, and again that the 
City and County will share 
only 5% of the bill.

According to Harrison the 
two construction projects, 
totaling over $5.4 million, 
will cost the City only around 
$67,000.

Rock the South back on the 
agenda, approved
Rock the South organizers, 
whose event permit had been 
tabled at the last meeting due 
to missing reports from the 
police and fire departments, 
saw their permit come back 
to the council. The permit 
was approved without issue.

Other council business

The council approved reso-
lutions to:
•	 Donate a surplus Humvee 
to Cullman County EMA
•	 Adopt the annual munic-
ipal water pollution preven-
tion resolution

•	 Award the bid for a mo-
torized boom lift for the Om-
niPlex sports center to the 
lowest responsible bidder, 
Lift One, in the amount of 
$65,950
•	 Enter into an agreement 
with the Alabama Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Management for the Broglen 
River Watershed Implemen-
tation Project at Heritage 
Park

The council also scheduled 
public hearings on June 2, 
2025, at 7 p.m. for:
•	 Ordinance 2025-11 to 
rezone the Nguyen and Ha 
property located on Miller 
Street from R-2 to B-2 Busi-
ness District
•	 Ordinance 2025-12 to 
rezone the Industrial De-
velopment Board property 
located at Alabama Highway 

69 and Alabama Highway 
157 from M-1 to B-2 Business 
District

The council held first read-
ings without taking action 
on:
•	 Ordinance 2025-09 to 
rezone the Coots proper-
ty located on Marie Street 
Northwest from R-3 to R-4 
Residential District
•	 Ordinance 2025-10 to 
annex the Blackwood proper-
ty on County Road 499 as R-1 
Residential District

The council can vote on those 
ordinances after their second 
reading at the next meeting.
	 The Cullman City Council 
meets next on Monday, May 
5, 2025, at 7 p.m. in the city 
hall auditorium. The public is 
invited to attend.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Attorney (from Front)
CULLMAN, Ala. — A local attor-
ney has been charged with driving 
under the influence (DUI). 

	 According to the Cullman 
Police Department, Kimberly 
Drake, 57, of Cullman, was arrest-

ed during a traffic stop on April 21, 
on Third Avenue Northwest near 
Arnold Street Northwest in the 

city of Cullman. Drake was also 
issued traffic citations for running 
a red light, failure to yield and im-

proper lane change. 
	 Drake is an attorney at The 
Drake Law Firm in Cullman. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of 
Cullman, Alabama, will hold a public hearing on June 2, 2025, 
at 7:00 o’clock p.m. in the Lucille N. Galin Auditorium at City 
Hall, 204 Second Avenue NE, Cullman, Alabama 35055.  At 
this time, anyone wishing to be heard in favor of or in oppo-
sition to the adoption of Ordinance No. 2025-12 (set forth in 
full below) will be given an opportunity to speak. - Wesley M. 
Moore, City Clerk.

ORDINANCE NO. 2025 – 12
AMENDING THE CURRENT ZONING ORDINANCE 

AND ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, 
ALABAMA, TO RE-ZONE CERTAIN PARCELS OF 

PROPERTY AS SET FORTH HEREIN
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS:	
SECTION 1.  Under the authority of Chapter 52, Articles 1 
through 4, Section 11-52-1 through Section 11-52-84, Code of 
Alabama 1975, as amended, and specifically Sections 11-52-77 
and at the request of property owners, Industrial Development 
Board of the City of Cullman, the following describe the tracts 
or parcels of land, to-wit:  
Property Address: Hwy 69 NE & Hwy 157 NE. PPIN: 67974. 
Parcel No. : 16-03-06-0-001-029.001

Legal Description:  Tract 1.  Lot 1 of the preliminary Plat, City 
of Cullman, Industrial Park No. 5 as recorded in Map Book 
2006, Page 35 in the office of the Judge of Probate, Cullman 
County, Alabama and containing 10.98 acres of land, more or 
less.
within the city limits of Cullman, Alabama, and lying and 
being in Cullman County, State of Alabama, designated as 
Residential District R-3 on the Zoning Map of the City of 
Cullman, Alabama under Ordinance No. 2004-03 and as may 
be reflected in any comprehensive master plan for the City 
of Cullman, Alabama, be, and is hereby changed from M-1 
Manufacturing District to B-2 Business District.

SECTION 2.  That this ordinance be published at least once 
a week for two consecutive weeks in advance of its final pas-
sage in a newspaper with general circulation within the City 
of Cullman, Alabama, the first publication of said notice and 
ordinance being verbatim and the second publication either 
verbatim or synopsized, with the last publication being at least 
15 days prior to the date set for public hearing and passage of 
said ordinance.
SECTION 3.  That a public hearing be held relative to the 
passage of this ordinance on the 2nd day of June, 2025 at 7:00 
p.m., at which time interested parties and citizens shall have 
the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance and any 
changes relating thereto.
SECTION 4.  That all notices as required by law be given by 
the City Clerk concerning said public hearing, and in addition 
thereto, a certified letter be sent by the Clerk to all contiguous 
property owners at their last known addresses as shown by the 
tax records for the City of Cullman, Alabama.
SECTION 5.  That upon final passage of this ordinance, all 
zoning maps, master comprehensive plans or any other docu-
ments of the City of Cullman, Alabama, in conflict with this or-
dinance are hereby changed and amended to reflect the changes 
and amendments herein.
SECTION 6.  Should any part or portion of this ordinance be 
held invalid, unenforceable or unconstitutional, for whatever 
reason, by a court of competent jurisdiction, such ruling shall 
not affect any other part or portion of this Ordinance.
SECTION 7.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage or adoption as required by law, in-
cluding notice, publication and public hearing, all in accor-
dance with Section 11-52-1, et seq., Code of Alabama 1975, as 
amended. Submitted by Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of 
Cullman, Alabama, will hold a public hearing on June 2, 2025, 
at 7:00 o’clock p.m. in the Lucille N. Galin Auditorium at City 
Hall, 204 Second Avenue NE, Cullman, Alabama 35055.  At 
this time, anyone wishing to be heard in favor of or in oppo-
sition to the adoption of Ordinance No. 2025-11 (set forth in 
full below) will be given an opportunity to speak. - Wesley M. 
Moore, City Clerk.

ORDINANCE NO. 2025 – 11
AMENDING THE CURRENT ZONING ORDINANCE 

AND ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, 
ALABAMA, TO RE-ZONE CERTAIN PARCELS OF 

PROPERTY AS SET FORTH HEREIN
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS:	
SECTION 1.  Under the authority of Chapter 52, Articles 1 
through 4, Section 11-52-1 through Section 11-52-84, Code of 
Alabama 1975, as amended, and specifically Sections 11-52-77 
and at the request of property owner, Nguyen & Ha Properties, 
LLC, the following describe the tracts or parcels of land, to-wit:  
Property Address: 1010 Miller Street. PPIN: 18022. Parcel 
No. : 17-05-21-4-009-002.000.

Legal Description:  Lot 1 of Persall Subdivision as recorded 
in Map Book B, Page 348D, Probate Records of Cullman 
County, Alabama.  Subject to utility and drainage easement 
as shown on the plat of Persall Subdivision as recorded in 
Slide B348D in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman 
County, Alabama.

Property Address: 0 Miller Street. PPIN: 65859. Parcel No. : 
17-05-21-4-009-002.001.

Legal Description:  Lot No 2. According to the Plat of Persall 
Subdivision to the City of Cullman, Alabama, located in the 
SE quarter of the SE quarter, Section 21, Township 10, South, 
Range 3 West and being recorded in B-348-D in the Probate 
Records of Cullman County, Alabama.  Subject to utility and 
drainage easements as shown on the plat of Persall Subdivision 
recorded in Map Slide B348D in the Office of the Judge of 
Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. Source of Title: Deed 
Book 744, Page 923. 
within the city limits of Cullman, Alabama, and lying and 
being in Cullman County, State of Alabama, designated as 
Residential District R-2 on the Zoning Map of the City of 
Cullman, Alabama under Ordinance No. 2004-03 and as may 
be reflected in any comprehensive master plan for the City 
of Cullman, Alabama, be, and is hereby changed from R-2 
Residential District to B-2 Business District.

SECTION 2.  That this ordinance be published at least once 
a week for two consecutive weeks in advance of its final pas-
sage in a newspaper with general circulation within the City 
of Cullman, Alabama, the first publication of said notice and 
ordinance being verbatim and the second publication either 
verbatim or synopsized, with the last publication being at least 
15 days prior to the date set for public hearing and passage of 
said ordinance.
SECTION 3.  That a public hearing be held relative to the 
passage of this ordinance on the 2nd day of June, 2025 at 7:00 
p.m., at which time interested parties and citizens shall have 
the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance and any 
changes relating thereto.
SECTION 4.  That all notices as required by law be given by 
the City Clerk concerning said public hearing, and in addition 
thereto, a certified letter be sent by the Clerk to all contiguous 
property owners at their last known addresses as shown by the 
tax records for the City of Cullman, Alabama.
SECTION 5.  That upon final passage of this ordinance, all 
zoning maps, master comprehensive plans or any other docu-
ments of the City of Cullman, Alabama, in conflict with this or-
dinance are hereby changed and amended to reflect the changes 
and amendments herein.
SECTION 6.  Should any part or portion of this ordinance be 
held invalid, unenforceable or unconstitutional, for whatever 
reason, by a court of competent jurisdiction, such ruling shall 
not affect any other part or portion of this Ordinance.
SECTION 7.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage or adoption as required by law, in-
cluding notice, publication and public hearing, all in accor-
dance with Section 11-52-1, et seq., Code of Alabama 1975, as 
amended.Submitted by Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk.

CLIP COUPON AND BRING
IN FOR $5 OFF TIRE PURCHASE 

"For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that

whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.

For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that

the world through Him might be saved.
He who believes in Him is not

condemned: but he who does not
believe is condemned already, because

he has not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God."

He is risenHe is risen

315 MAIN ST. NW, HANCEVILLE |  256-352-2221
MON-TUES-THURS-FRIDAY 8:00-5:30 |  WEDS 8-12 |  SAT 8:00-2:00

10% OFF ALL TIRES*
25% OFF 225-65-17 SETS OF 4 MEDIUM AND LIKE NEW

*NEW AND LIGHT TRUCKS EXCLUDED

COLLEGE TIRE

Urologist Leor Arbel joins 
Cullman Regional Medical Group

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man Regional recently wel-
comed Leor Arbel, MD, to 
Cullman Regional Medical 
Group. Arbel is the fourth 
urologist to join the hos-
pital’s employed provider 
group in two years. She also 
has the distinction of being 
the only female urologist in 
the hospital’s seven-county 
service area, according to 
Cullman Regional. 
	 Arbel earned her med-
ical degree from the Uni-
versity of Central Florida 
College of Medicine in Or-
lando, and completed her 
general surgery and urology 
residencies at Saint Louis 
University.
	 As a urologist, she offers 
comprehensive care for 
both women and men, spe-
cializing in kidney stones, 
incontinence, erectile dys-
function, urologic cancer 
treatment and more.
	 She is also trained in 
robotic-assisted surgery, 
offering patients minimally 
invasive treatment options.
	 "Adding a female urol-
ogist is a significant step 
in expanding local urology 
care," said Lisa Courtney, 

chief operating officer at 
Cullman Regional.
	 "Her perspective 
strengthens our team and 
helps us provide more per-
sonalized care, particularly 

for patients who may feel 
more comfortable with a 
female provider."
	 For more information, 
visit www.CullmanRe-
gionalMedicalGroup.com. 
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