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‘It’s never too late to 
follow your dreams’

2025 Ms. Senior Cullman County Angie 
Carter places 2nd in state competition
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CULLMAN, Ala. — She’s 
the reigning Ms. Senior Cull-
man, and earlier this month, 
Angie Carter came in as first 
runner-up in the Ms. Senior 
Alabama 2025 Pageant. 
	 Carter competed in the 
state pageant in Daphne on 
June 7. Not only did she take 
second place, she was also 
named Ms. Congeniality. 
	 “I was very surprised and 
happy about winning Ms. 
Congeniality,” Carter said. 

“To me that was as special as 
winning the title, but to get 
first runner-up to my beauti-
ful friend Lori Cox, 2025 Ms. 
Senior Alabama, was price-
less.”
	 Carter expressed grat-
itude to her sponsors, sup-
porters and cheerleaders for 
their kindness throughout 
her journey.
	 “The pageant is a lot of 
fun,” she said. “You meet 
ladies from all over the state 
of Alabama. You form a close 
sisterhood with these ladies. 
It’s something that every lady 

should experience when they 
turn 60.
	 "It’s never too late to 
follow your dreams; we all 
have a purpose.
	 "My message to senior 
women:  A woman should 
and can be two things, who 
she wants to be and what she 
wants to be, regardless of her 
age.”
	 Ms. Senior Alabama is a 
nonprofit senior women’s 
organization, encouraging 
senior women that they all 
have a purpose, offering op-
portunities to get involved in 

local communities and pro-
viding a sisterhood of sup-
port throughout the state.  
	 Delegates volunteer at 
hundreds of events across 
the state throughout the 
year. Some of Carter’s events 
include numerous local en-
gagements like the Cullman 
County Senior Health Fair, 
Senior Day at Cullman Ok-
toberfest, Senior Day at the 
Cullman County Fair, Senior 
Night at the Winter Won-
derland at Sportsman Lake, 
the Cullman County Senior 
Christmas Party and more.

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR
7 TIMES IN A ROW!

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

2025 GMC
Sierra 1500 
SLT

NOW $52,335*
WAS $66,835

• 5.3L Ecotec V8 with DFM
• 20" Polished Aluminum Wheels
• X31 Off-Road Package
• Adaptive Cruise Control

🔥🔥
SAVE 

$14,500
STK# 142533

Gudger 
announces $100K 
in additional 
funding for Holly 
Pond High School

TIM HOWE

Alabama Senate President 
Pro Tem Garlan Gudger, 
R-Cullman (center left), 
presents a check representing 
$100,000 in additional 
funding to Holly Pond High 
School Principal Dr. Nate 
Ayers (center right), Holly 
Pond Mayor Carla Hart 
(center), former Rep. Randall 
Shedd (to Gudger’s right), 
school board member Heath 
Allbright (behind Gudger) 
and several of the school’s 
students and 
teachers. » PAGE 8
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CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported June 18

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported June 18, 2025. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
June 16
•	 unauthorized use of vehi-
cle; person

June 17
•	 theft of property-4th 

degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $19; Hwy. 157

ARRESTS
June 16-17
Lovell, Anthony R.; 50
•	 FTA – resisting arrest

Parris, Ethan B.; 32
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – driving without li-
cense (2 counts)

Ridgeway, Sherry D.; 54
•	 DUI

Flynt, Jeffrey, E.; 48
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Boyd, Lacie M.; 28
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree
•	 FTA – possession of drug 

paraphernalia
•	 FTA – disorderly conduct
•	 FTA – insurance violation

Abbott, Austin K.; 29
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Pearce, Stacy L.; 41
•	 criminal trespass-2nd 
degree
•	 FTA – receiving stolen 
property

McLeod, John L.; 29
•	 DUI

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

COMMUNITY CORNER

Prevent Cervical Cancer

* It is covered by health insurance and it is free at the 
health department for uninsured children between 9 & 18 
years of age.

Learn more at operationwipeout.org

VACCINATION IS KEY!

ADOLESCENTS 
AND ADULTS
Between 15 and 
26 years of age
3  Doses

Between 9 and 12
years of age
2  Doses

  
CHILDREN

ADOLESCENTS
Between 13 and 
14 years of age
2  Doses

The HPV vaccine is...
• Safe
• Effective
• Has no long-term side effects

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Attention Senior Citizens
If you are 60 or over, please come 
to the Cullman Senior Center at 
1539 Sportsman Lake Road NW 
and have some fun with us and 
eat lunch. Good fun, good friends 
and good food. Different things 
going on Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m.-noon. Volunteers needed 
to deliver meals to homebound. 
Call Commission on Aging for 
info. 256-734-1241.  

SAVE THE DATE! Little Pink 
Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 7, from 6-9 p.m. 
at The Venue at Stone Bridge 
Farms. Table for eight for $450. 
Tickets available from Jennifer 
Limerick (256-201-2521 or jenni-
feralrealtor@gmail.com) or Judy 
Grissom (256-347-5993 or op-
tions5993@gmail.com) or www.
CullmanBosomBuddies.com. 
Benefits the Cullman County 
Bosom Buddies Foundation. 

Music Every Thursday Night 
in February at the Bethel Com-
munity Center
4-8 p.m. at the center, just off U.S. 
Highway 278, west of Cullman 
on County Road 1117. Bluegrass, 
gospel and country music. Musi-
cians are welcome with acoustic 
instruments only. Covered dish 
supper and everyone is invited. 
Please join us! No entry fee, but 
donations are appreciated for 
building upkeep.

Grief Support Group: Broken 
Heart Repair
Sessions at 3 p.m. at First Pres-
byterian Church located at 615 
Third Ave. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055. For more information 
contact Reverend Warren Ruland 
at 256-962-2521.

Cullman County Republican 
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman VFW. 
President Cathi Bradford: “We 
are going to begin training to 
track legislation in Montgomery. 
If you need information, you can 
directly message me on Face-
book.” Full meals at 5:30. Meet-
ings start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon 
and 1-3:30 p.m. We are located at 
1503 Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support 
Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Ala-
bama Career Center, 1201 Kath-
erine St. NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manager, at 
256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station next to the 
town’s park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a bag, 
and for $40 a shopper can fill a 
large box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some 
restrictions and product limits 
on the items. Cash and checks ac-
cepted. Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE Cull-

man. Contact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 
Alabama Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handicap acces-
sible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the 
Donald E. Green Adult Active 
Center, 1625 Cleveland Ave. SW. 
The first meeting is free. TOPS, a 
national program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to weight 
loss and management through 
weekly meetings providing infor-
mation, accountability, support 
and encouragement where you 
make the changes that make 
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fel-
lowship for those affected by 
someone else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our expe-
riences, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope by let-
ting others know that they are not 
alone by practicing the 12 Steps 
of NAR-ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect Your 
Anonymity. Our program is not 
a religious one, but a spiritual 
way of life. Meetings will be held 
at The Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. Con-
tact Jamie Weathersby Smith 
256-708-7122 or Don or Nancy 
McKenzie 256-736-3327 or 256-
736-3470 for more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected 
by alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity Al-Anon Group meets 
each Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also a 
Zoom meeting each Tuesday at 
noon. The Courage to Change 
Al-Anon Family Group meets 
on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 305 Arnold 
St. NE in the Carriage House, lo-
cated between the church and the 
Arnold House on the corner. For 
more information call 256-734-
2231 or 256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cull-
man
• Friday, June 20 - Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and testi-
monies. Hurts, habits and hang-
ups are a part of everyone's life. 
Come and see how to overcome 
these and more! Dinner at 6 p.m. 
Meeting starts at 6:30. Childcare 
provided.  
• Saturday, June 21 – Drive-
through food bank 9-11 a.m.
• Sunday, June 22 - 9 a.m. Van 
runs in the 5 Points Area. Call 
Betty Hays at 256-338-3728 for 
pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. Bible 
study classes for children, youth 
and adults at 10. Praise and 
worship and message by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd at 11. Healing ser-
vice at 5 p.m.  

Guy Hunt Library Summer 
Reading Program 
• Make plans to join us at Guy 
Hunt Library in Holly Pond 

on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. for 
the Summer Reading Program. 
Children from ages 2 to 12 are 
welcome. 
• June 24: North Alabama Agri-
plex
• Drinks and snacks will be pro-
vided. For more information 
contact Guy Hunt Library at 
256-796-5226.  Leave a message 
if needed.  We look forward to 
having you join us for a morning 
of fun.

Shirley Burden Public Library 
– Hanceville: Events
• Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
• Wednesday, June 25, 10 a.m. 
Hanceville Fire Department – 
Learn about firetrucks and fire 
safety and get cooled off with the 
hose; bring bathing suits and a 
towel!
• Wednesday, June 25, 10 a.m. 
Cullman County Sheriff’s Office 
K-9 Unit – Find out what it takes 
to be a rescue dog! 
• Friday, June 27, 6-7 p.m. Poetry 
Night, back by popular demand. 
Sing or recite your song or poem. 
Amateurs welcome!
• Wednesday, July 2, 10 a.m. 
The Science Lady Jan Mattingly 
makes science fun to learn, with 
engaging experiments!
• Wednesday, July 9 BREAK
• Wednesday, July 16, 10 a.m. 
Storytime presented by Cathi 
Bradford
• Wednesday, July 23, 10 a.m. 
Bookmobile will be on-site and 
Library Director Amber Thor-
ton will read “The Wide Mouth 
Frog.”
• Wednesday, July 30, 10 a.m. 
Lauren Bentley, board member, 
will read “Rainbow Fish.” 

Mt. Nebo VBS – ‘Magnified’
Through June 20, 6-8:30 p.m. 
11 County Road 1273, Cull-
man. (See The Tribune’s full 
VBS listing at cullmantribune.
com/2025/06/02/ list-the-ul-
timate-cullman-vbs-summer-
roadmap.)

Rock the South
Thursday-Saturday, June 19-21 
at York Farms, 1872 County Road 
469, Cullman. Headliners include 
Hank Williams Jr., Kid Rock and 
Nickelback. Get tickets and more 
info at www.rockthesouth.com.

Fairview High School Class of 
1975 Reunion
Saturday, June 21, at 6 p.m. at 
The Venue, 8575 Alabama High-
way 69 N, Cullman, AL 35058. 
Cost is $45 per person. Contact 
Sheila Woods to RSVP at 256-
347-6738. Looking forward to 
seeing everyone and having a 
great time.

At the Foot of the Cross Church 
VBS
June 23-28. Jesus Frenzy. Ages 
up to 12, Monday-Wednesday. 
Ages 13 and up Thursday-Friday. 
6-8 p.m.  Saturday is fun day.  2.5 
miles north of Alabama High-
way 157 on Eva Road. (See The 
Tribune’s full VBS listing at cull-
mantribune.com/2025/06/02/
list-the-ultimate-cullman-vbs-
summer-roadmap.)

Cullman County Soil & Water 
Conservation District Quarter-
ly Board Meeting
Tuesday, July 8, at 9:30 a.m. 
USDA Service Center, 501-B 
Fourth St. SW, Cullman, AL 
35055.

Swamp John’s Dinner
Tuesday, July 22, 4-7 p.m. at Cull-
man Senior Center, 1539 Sports-
man Lake Rd. $15 per plate. 
Fundraiser for the senior center. 
Tickets on sale at the center be-
forehand or that day. Cash, check 
or card. Dine in or carry out.

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

Bartlett (from Front)

GOOD HOPE, Ala. — Good 
Hope Mayor Jerry Bartlett 
has announced his re-elec-
tion bid. 

Below is Bartlett’s an-
nouncement:

Jerry Bartlett has officially 
announced his campaign for 
re-election as mayor of Good 
Hope, bringing with him over 
a decade of steady leadership, 
community investment and 
results-driven governance. 
	 Serving as mayor since 
2014, Bartlett has led the 
city through transformative 
growth while maintaining 
the values that make Good 
Hope a strong, united com-
munity. With a lifetime of 
service including 28 years at 
Good Hope High School as a 
teacher, coach and bus driver, 
as well as six years on the city 
council – Bartlett continues 
to prioritize infrastructure, 
public safety and educational 
support. 
	 "Good Hope is more than 
just where I live – it's home," 
Bartlett said. "Together, 
we've achieved so much, and 
I believe the best is yet to 

come. I'm running to keep 
things great – together."

Key accomplishments in-
clude
•	 Secured over $6.7 million 
in federal and state grants for 
local infrastructure and com-
munity

Projects
•	 Oversaw completion of 
multiple major infrastruc-
ture projects
•	 Purchased 33 acres for 
park expansion which in-
clude a playground, basket-
ball courts, pickleball courts, 
disc golf and adult outdoor 
fitness facilities. Plans to con-
tinue pushing park upgrades 
with a splash pad, pavilions, 
walking trails and an open 
area for play.
•	 Facilitated major ADECA 
and ARC projects including 
Love's/Super Saver sewer 
expansion, Scott Drive and 
Schaffel Road sewer expan-
sion, and 222 Reid Road 
sewer expansion
•	 Promoted unity through 
community traditions like 
the Christmas Parade, Back 
to School Bash and Thanks-
giving Meal
•	 Earned recognition as a 
Certified Municipal Official 

(CMO) and was twice elect-
ed president of the Cullman 
County Mayor's Association
•	 Brought in multiple new 
businesses including AGCOR 
Steel, Ethos Brewery/Bloom 
Winery, Van’s Sporting 
Goods, Good Hope Medical, 
Gibbs Nursery and several 
other small businesses that 
have made a great economic 
impact

If re-elected he will continue 
to push for economic growth, 
park improvements, public 
safety and infrastructure 
projects. He believes it is 
very important to grow the 
infrastructure as the city's 
population grows. A top pri-
ority is working with state 
and federal officials to secure 
funding for a new bridge at 
the 304 exit.

The Good Hope Municipal 
Election will take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 26, 2025.

Staff Reports
Contributor

Walker (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Wayne 
Walker recently announced 
he has qualified to run for 
Place 4 on the Cullman City 
Board of Education.

Below is Walker’s an-
nouncement:

Wayne Walker, a longtime 
public servant, United States 
Navy veteran and respected 
member of the Cullman com-
munity, has officially quali-
fied to run for Place 4 on the 
Cullman City School Board. 
The election will be held on 
Aug. 26, 2025.
	 Walker, a proud resident 
of Cullman, is deeply rooted 
in the city’s school system. 
He has three children and 
two grandchildren who have 

graduated from Cullman City 
Schools, and two grandchil-
dren currently enrolled in the 
system.
	 “I want to serve the par-
ents, children and teachers of 
Cullman by helping make our 
city schools the safest and 
most effective learning en-
vironment in the state,” said 
Walker.
	 “This is a community I 
care deeply about, and I want 
to ensure our schools contin-
ue to thrive for future genera-
tions.”

Wayne Walker brings a 
strong record of public 
service, leadership experi-
ence and military service 
to the race:
•	 United States Navy veter-
an
•	 12 years on the Cullman 
City Council

•	 Eight years on the Cull-
man-Jefferson Gas Board
•	 Four years as deputy com-
missioner for the Alabama 
Department of Agriculture 
and Industries
•	 15 years as owner of Jack’s 
Truck Stop Restaurant

Though retired, Walker re-
mains active in the commu-
nity, currently working part 
time at Jack’s Western Wear 
in Good Hope, Alabama.
	 “I’ve always believed in 
giving back,” Walker added. 
“I’m committed to listening, 
learning and working hard 
to support the students and 
staff who make Cullman City 
Schools great.”

The municipal election 
will take place Tuesday, 
Aug. 26, 2025. 

Staff Reports
Contributor

YARD SALE
1010 6th Ave. SE, Cullman

June 20: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

 Home décor, lamps, pictures,
2 linen dining room chairs,
TV stand. Also 8 ft. flocked
Christmas tree and more.
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COMMUNITY CORNER

FOR SALE
BREATHE FREELY AT 
HOME! Central Boiler's Classic 
Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR wood furnace eliminates 
indoor smoke for healthier 
living. Boilerworx Plus – serving 
Cullman and surrounding areas. 
Call 256-347-6832!

SERVICES
SELLING a RV, Tractor or Golf 
Cart? ADVERTISE STATE-
WIDE or by region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching over 1 
million readers each week!  Run 
your ad in our Classified Net-
work for just $210 per week! 
Make one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN news-
paper) or call 1-800-264-7043 
to find out how easy it is to adver-
tise statewide! 

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and shower systems 
at AFFORDABLE PRICES! 
Lifetime warranty & profession-
al installs. Call Now! 1-833-770-
0326

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out the 
wet area and do repairs to pro-
tect your family and your home's 
value! If you have water in your 
home that needs to be dried, Call 
24/7:  1-833-879-1371 Have zip 

code of service location ready 
when you call!  

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. FREE 
information kit. Call 1-833-650-
7885

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND 
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-833-641-6606

FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying for 
your service, call now for a free 
quote and see how much you can 
save! 1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
today schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 1-833-641-6567

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. Call 
for free consultation: 1-855-405-
8839. Ask about our specials!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-

afFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-833-
683-2005

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES TODAY with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase* Call 1-877-323-5516  
today to schedule a free quote. 
It’s not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

SAFE STEP. North Americas 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-
871-6175

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? 
You need a local expert provid-
er that proudly stands behind 
their work. Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. Call 1-833-
465-2704

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your 

FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-877-817-
4697 www.dental50plus.com/
alabama #6258

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, 
boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call Veteran 
Car Donations at 1-833-426-
0193 today!

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
6/30/25.) Call 1-877-205-0836

REPLACE YOUR ROOF with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-833-887-1317

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? 
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC 
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start their 
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
426-0193

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

Prevent Cervical Cancer

* It is covered by health insurance and it is free at the 
health department for uninsured children between 9 & 18 
years of age.

Learn more at operationwipeout.org

VACCINATION IS KEY!

ADOLESCENTS 
AND ADULTS
Between 15 and 
26 years of age
3  Doses

Between 9 and 12
years of age
2  Doses

  
CHILDREN

ADOLESCENTS
Between 13 and 
14 years of age
2  Doses

The HPV vaccine is...
• Safe
• Effective
• Has no long-term side effects

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider
“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om

256-418-8189 
ALFrontierRepair.com 

LIFT. LEVEL. PROTECT.

  $500
Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotional financing. Must be 

presented at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires May 26, 2025.

ANY
CONCRETE 
PROJECT!  O

F
F

UNLEVEL 
CONCRETE?
Limited Time Concrete Mega Sale!
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HOLLY POND, Ala. — Holly 
Pond's Blakely Baggett will 
be a senior this upcoming 
school year, and in this inter-
view, she discusses her faith, 
starting with how one week-
end completely changed her 
life.
	 "God means more to me 
than I could ever explain. 
He has guided me through 
my most challenging mo-
ments and has led me to so 
many incredible people and 
opportunities," Baggett said. 
"Getting baptized was so 
special to me, because it was 
a symbol of my salvation. 
God saved me on Saturday, 
May 25th, at night at church 
camp alongside a couple of 
my friends, and then, I got 
baptized the next morning. 
That Saturday was easily the 
best and most beautiful thing 
I've ever been a part of. Every 
single person at camp was 
gathered around the altar, 
praying for each other, and 
just to hear the tears and 
brokenness that was being 
faithfully laid at God's feet 
was so encouraging to me. 
Sometimes, I forget that God 
is in complete control, and 
every season of my life serves 
a purpose in His overall plan 
for me. My baptism feels so 
important to me, because 
that is a step of boldness in 
my faith that I never would 
have taken before,” Blakely 
said.
	 "I never would have 
walked up to Austin and Erin 
Rowell or any leader and 
asked to talk or talked to my 
friends about my sins and 
how I feel regarding my faith. 
But that night, I did, and that 
is what made me sure that I 
was saved. I took a new step 
of courage in my faith. I was 
instantly filled with so much 
joy, gratitude, and apprecia-
tion for God in that moment, 
and it hasn't gone away yet."
	 A lot of younger kids 
watched Blakely change her 
life when she got baptized, 
but she says that the younger 
kids have inspired her more 
than the other way around.
	 "Honestly, the younger 
kids probably inspired me 

more than I inspired them. 
Many younger kids were 
getting up and sharing their 
testimonies, taking their step 
of faith, and accepting God 
into their hearts. It made me 
wish that I could have been 
that bold about my faith at 
their age, but showing a more 
vulnerable side of myself 
that was broken with sin and 
just pain that the world can 
bring in front of the younger 
kids was kind of humbling. I 
am always trying to act like I 
have it all together and don't 
need much help, but in real-
ity, I need so much guidance 
and healing. I think it was 
important for the young-
er kids to see that. I also 
got baptized alongside my 
younger brother, which was 
a very special moment for me 
and my family.”
	 Blakely shared a couple 
of Bible verses that mean the 
world to her.
	 "One of my favorite Bible 
verses is Colossians 1:17: 'He 
is before all things, and in 
Him all things hold togeth-
er'. God is like the glue that 
holds every piece and aspect 
of your life together. When it 
feels like your plans are fall-
ing apart and you are losing 
control, you have to remem-
ber that God is going to have 
His will be done in your life, 
and if you get off track, He'll 
guide you back. That is how 
he holds all things together. 
Another Bible verse that I 
really like is Acts 2:24: 'But 
God raised Him from the 
dead, freeing Him from the 
agony of death, because it 
was impossible for death to 
keep its hold on Him'. Jesus 
is so much greater than death 
that it was literally impossi-
ble for death to keep hold of 
Him. Jesus conquered the 
grave, so I will never have to 
face it, and I believe that is 
the greatest evidence of His 
love and power for us."
	 Blakely encourages 
people of all ages to find God 
and being a role model for 
kids is one of her top priori-
ties.
	 "I myself still have a lot 
of progress to make in my 
faith, but I encourage people 
of all ages to find God, and 
accept Him into their hearts, 

because He is the only way 
you can find a truly, uncon-
ditional, and completely sat-
isfying and forgiving love. I 
encourage people of all ages 
to go find God, because He 
doesn't care about your past. 
He only cares about your 
future in faith. God is the 
only hope for eternal life, and 
people of all ages should seek 
God," Baggett said. "I want 
to become that role model, 
because it would encourage 
me to be more disciplined 
in my faith. I know young-
er kids are watching, and I 
want to be living proof that 
God changes people. He can 
improve your life so much if 
you will just give it to Him. I 
want to be changed by God so 
much that younger kids see 
my transformation in Christ 
and want to seek God more 
for themselves."
	 Blakely talked about one 
of the best moments of her 
life, and it was all because 
God led her and a group of 
people to someone whose 
life quickly got changed right 
before her eyes.
	 "At church camp, during 
one of my Outreach pro-
grams, we were going to 
buy coffee for this specific 
group of people, but when 
we asked, they didn't want 
any. They told us to go check 
with the sweet woman at 
Wendy's Nutrition, and al-
though she didn't want any 
coffee, we asked if we could 
pray with her and if she had 
any requests. You could just 
tell that a prayer/encounter 
from strangers, yet Sisters 
in Christ, was exactly what 
she needed in that moment. 
I think this story goes to 
show that God will lead you 
exactly where you need to be. 
Although our initial outreach 
project didn't go as planned, 
we still brought God to some-
one. Rejection or what you 
might see as a 'failure' is not 
the end of the story, because 
God has the bigger picture in 
mind."
	 Blakely's Godly role 
model is one of her friends, 
and she shared how God 
stepped in to help her out 
when she was going through 
a rough time in her life.
	 "My Godly role model is 

one of my friends, Bryanna 
Holloway. I have truly seen 
her grow in Christ, and she 
has so much joy through God 
that just watching others 
come to Christ or share their 
testimonies will instantly 
bring her to tears. She truly 
has the heart of a servant," 
she said.
	 "For many months lead-
ing up to church camp, I had 
strayed far from God
	 and was placing all of my 
worth on invaluable things, 
like my grades, athletic per-
formance, social life, and 
more. I was hardly pray-
ing and hadn't opened my 
Bible, which is kind of hard 
to admit, but it's true. Once 
I got to church camp, I was 
separated from all of those 
things that I had placed so 
much meaning on. God truly 
just broke me and showed 
me how weak my faith has 

been. That's when I truly 
realized that and accepted 
the fact that I am absolutely 
nothing without God. In the 
end, none of these superficial 
things will matter. During 
the song of invitation, I 
laid down my troubles and 
poured my heart out to God 
asking for forgiveness and 
redemption. I asked for Him 
to change everything, and 
I truly gave my life to Him 
during that time. And now, 
for the rest of my life, I will 
strive to become a better 
Christian for myself, for my 
friends and family, and most 
importantly, to bring praise 
to His name."
	 Blakely shared some 
advice for any people who 
want a relationship with God 
but are new to that kind of 
experience.
	 "Be patient. God works 
from the inside and out and 

sometimes, it's hard to re-
member that God has a time-
line already set out for you. 
The pain you experience is 
part of the plan. The people 
you lose and gain is part of 
the plan. The doors that are 
opened and closed are part of 
the plan. Eventually, His plan 
will all come together, and if 
you are willing, He will call 
you to Him. Be attentive and 
when you hear God call you, 
wherever you may be, don't 
hesitate. Lay your life down 
to Him right in that moment, 
and He will transform you," 
she said. "You are never too 
far from God. When you get 
down in a slump, you don't 
have to wait until you are 
'better' to go back to God. He 
is always waiting, with arms 
wide open, for you to come 
back. God is always pursuing 
you; you just have to pursue 
Him in the same way."

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

AUBURN, Ala. — Like many 
children of his generation, 
Hugh Freeze knew the rule. 
If you get spanked at school, 
expect another one at home.
	 Growing up on a dairy 
farm in Independence, Mis-
sissippi, the future Auburn 
football coach walked a 
straight and narrow path, 
except for one time in first 
grade.
	 “I knew from his demean-
or, every mother can know 
if there’s something wrong,” 
recalled Rita Freeze, Hugh’s 
mother.
	 “After three days, he fi-
nally told me, he and another 
little boy were scuffling in the 
bathroom and the principal 
gave him one lick.”
	 Sensing how the inci-
dent had affected her middle 
child, Rita relented from de-
livering a second serving of 
discipline.
	 “I passed on that one,” 
she said. “I said, ‘You’re fine. 
You’ve punished yourself 
more than I could’ve pun-
ished you.’”
	 Joined by her daugh-
ter-in-law, Jill Freeze, Rita 
Freeze shared stories about 
raising an SEC football coach 
to more than 300 women 
Saturday at the third annual 
Auburn Football Ladies 
Clinic at the Woltosz Center.
	 “You’re loyal and true 
and you travel,” Hugh Freeze 
said in his opening remarks, 
before emphasizing what he 
called his “No. 1 rule for the 
day.”

	 “Do not get hurt!” he ex-
claimed, after giving an au-
tographed hat to an attendee 
who was injured two years 
earlier in a drill before re-
turning to the event.
	 Freeze also acknowl-
edged attendees who had 
traveled the farthest along 
with the youngest and most 
seasoned audience members, 
and one who has held season 
tickets since 1969.
	 “We’re thankful that 
you’re here,” he said.
	 After the ques-
tion-and-answer session 
with the head coach’s wife 
and mother, attendees 
learned about Xs and Os in 
a presentation from special 
teams coordinator Chad 
Lunsford.
	 After lunch and a group 
photo, campers split into 
five groups, rotating between 
30-minute sessions on re-
cruiting, defense, offense, 
equipment and strength and 
conditioning.
	 82-year-old Anita Smith 
won the door prize for the 
farthest distance traveled, 
having returned to the Plains 
from Westsport, Connecti-
cut, to attend with her twin 
daughters, sisters and a 
friend.
	 “I love the camaraderie 
and all the women who are 
here showing how much they 
love Auburn football,” she 
said.
	 Smith traces her Auburn 
fandom to the 1948 resump-
tion of the Iron Bowl series 
after a 40-year hiatus. Then 
5 years old, she recalls sitting 
on her father’s shoulders as 

the team returned by train to 
the depot downtown.
	 “The train comes rolling 
in and all the football players 
get off,” she recalled. “Then 
we all cheered ‘War Eagle’ 
for them. It was lots of fun. I 
will never forget it as long as 
I live.”
	 Hugh Freeze inherited 
his love for the Southeastern 
Conference from his parents, 
Rita and Danny, who cele-
brated their 60th anniversa-
ry in March.
	 “We loved the SEC all our 
lives,” Rita said. “If we had 
two TVs, we put them in a 
living room, and everybody 
watched them all the time.”
	 Hugh’s decision to follow 
his father’s footsteps into 
coaching did not surprise his 
mother.

	 “His goal was to be an 
SEC coach,” she remem-
bered. “I figured if he wanted 
to do that bad enough, he 
would succeed, and he did.”
	 When Freeze made his 
SEC head coaching debut 
at Ole Miss on September 
1, 2012, Rita attended but 
didn’t see much.
	 “I didn’t watch,” she said, 
drawing laughs from the au-
dience. “But I’m known for 
not watching. I just close my 
eyes and say it’s going to be 
okay.”
	 Thirteen years later, as 
her son prepares for his third 
season on the Plains, Rita 
and Danny plan to be there, 
home and away.
	 “Still the same,” Rita 
said. “I’m just as nervous as 
I can be. It’s nerve-racking, 

waiting. Once it gets started, 
it’s better, and sometimes I 
watch now.”
	 “She comes to the game,” 
Jill Freeze said. “She just has 
her eyes covered, or she’s in 
the bathroom. She’s here, 
she’s just not watching.”
	 After first meeting Jill in 
math class at Southern Miss, 
Hugh drove his future bride 
four hours north to intro-
duce her to his parents.
	 “She gets out, she has on 
this beautiful white dress 
with polka dots all over, and 
hair fixed to the t,” recalled 
Rita, who suddenly felt 
underdressed in her farm 
clothes.
	 After welcoming their 
guest, Danny Freeze re-
turned to his chore of build-
ing a roof on a shed, soon 

to be joined on the roof by 
the young couple, with Jill 
having quickly changed into 
casual attire.
	 “She’s got a hammer in 
her hand,” Rita recalled. “I 
said, ‘We’re going to be fine.’”
	 “They accepted me from 
day one,” Jill said. “They 
treated me like a daughter.”
	 Her eyes watering, Rita 
Freeze, known as “Mammie” 
to her 11 grandchildren, 
ended her time on stage with 
gratitude for her family.
	 “They’re all very special. 
God has blessed immensely,” 
she said.
	 “I know this year we’re 
going to have a great year. It’s 
amazing what God can do in 
a life. You’ve got to live what 
you say for people to really 
care, and he does.”

Jeff Shearer
AU Athletics

Football, family & fun at Auburn's Ladies Clinic

AU ATHLETICS

Joined by daughter Ragan and father Danny, Hugh Freeze listens to "Mammie" share stories.

FAITH

'God will lead you exactly where you need to be': 
Holly Pond's Blakely Baggett discusses her faith

BLAKELY BAGGETT

Holly Pond’s Blakely Baggett
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Berlin Council talks farmers market expenses, road improvements

BERLIN, Ala. — Mayor Pat-
rick Bates commenced the 
monthly session of the Berlin 
Town Council on Monday, 
June 16, 2025. The meeting 
opened with an invocation 
and pledge of allegiance led 
by Councilman James San-
ford. 
	 Bates informed the 
council that the Town will 
be forced to forfeit a $5,000 
state Resource Conservation 
and Development grant that 
was to help pay for handi-
cap-accessible restrooms at 
the farmers market. He said 
that because the contractor is 
behind schedule, there would 
not be enough materials pur-
chased in time to submit an 
expense report to complete 

the grant. 
	 Councilman Keith Hard-
man expressed concern for 
the funding and asked who 
would be responsible for 
making up that difference. 
	 Bates reassured the coun-
cil, “At a rate of $500 dollars 
a day for missing the com-
pletion date, they will end up 
paying at least that much if 
not more.” With an original 
deadline of August, already 
pushed back to September, 
the company looks to pay ex-
ponentially, he said. 
	 In other news on the 
farmers market site, former 
Rep. Randall Shedd, who now 
works as director of constit-
uent affairs for Senate Presi-
dent Pro Tem Garlan Gudger, 
R-Cullman, promised to ded-
icate his efforts to acquiring 
$25,000 toward improve-

ments for the site. Shedd no-
tified Bates prior to the meet-
ing that the Town will receive 
$13,000 from State Tourism 
and an additional $12,000 
from Gudger to help fund the 
project.
	 The next order of busi-
ness, the council discussed 
a damaged pipe on County 
Road 1611.
	 The pipe had been par-
tially cleaned out, but re-
quired additional excavation 
to complete the job due to 
the extent of the damage. 
Bates suggested installing 
a prefabricated aluminum 
culvert in its place to prevent 
this issue in the future. The 
council suggested talking to 
the Town’s engineer to de-
termine the best course of 
action before making a final 
decision. 

In other business:
•	 The audit for the 2024 
fiscal year has been complet-
ed

•	 A public hearing was held 
to vacate an unnamed county 

road south of County Road 
1611 - passed unanimously

•	 Cullman County Water 
Department will relocate a 
water meter from County 
Road 1614 to County Road 

747 to allow a ditch to be 
made

The next meeting of the 
Berlin Town Council is 
scheduled for July 21, 2025, 
at 7 p.m. at Berlin Town Hall.

Katie Spicer
katie@cullmantribune.com

KATIE SPICER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Berlin Town Council is seen on Monday, June 16, 2025.

Render Aid Alabama hosts 3rd annual Elder Abuse Awareness Event

CULLMAN, Ala. — Render 
Aid Alabama hosted its third 
annual Elder Abuse Aware-
ness Event on June 13, at the 
Traditions Bank Event Build-
ing. Guests met vendors, lis-
tened to speakers, won prizes 
and received free lunch.
	 Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office Victim Services Capt. 
Edward Potter, Adam Clark 
from the Cullman Police 
Department and Hannah 
Walter of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) in 
Birmingham spoke to the 
seniors about the dangers of 
financial and health scams.
	 According to Walter, 

those most affected by fraud 
are over 60, and scams per-
petrated by people claiming 
to be grandchildren, govern-
ment officials, romantic in-
terests and technical support 
have become more believable 
through artificial intelli-
gence.
	 “Elder fraud has probably 
impacted everyone in this 
room,” she said. “If I asked 
for a quick show of hands, all 
of them would probably be 
up.”
	 The speakers taught the 
audience how to report these 
crimes to the FBI, Health 
and Human Services and the 
National Elder Fraud Ho-
tline, and explained which 
areas of fraud they focus on. 

Listeners were informed to 
be mindful of sharing infor-
mation online and following 
links and ads.
	 Vendors from the Cull-
man Police Department, 
Beltone, Department of 
Human Resources Adult Pro-
tective Services, United Way 
of Cullman County, Cullman 
County Commission on 
Aging and Aveanna Hospice 
also provided guests with 
valuable information and re-
sources.
	 If you are a victim of 
elder fraud, call the FBI at 
1-800-225-5324, Health and 
Human Resources at 1-800-
477-8477 or the National 
Elder Fraud Hotline at 1-833-
372-8311.

Camille Gibbs
camille@cullmantribune.com

CAMILLE GIBBS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman County Sheriff’s Office Victim Services Capt. Edward Potter speaks to 
attendees at the third annual Elder Abuse Awareness Event on June 13, 2025.

OP-ED

A new definition of college success at Wallace State Community College

On the heels of 
graduation season 
here in Alabama, 
and reflecting 

on more than 20 years after 
assuming the presidency of 
Wallace State Community 
College, I am more certain 
than ever about what it takes 
for a college degree to have 
real meaning and value for 
our students and our com-
munities.
	 I can’t help thinking about 
what graduation looked like a 
few years ago. During COVID, 
like other schools, Wallace 
State couldn’t gather for tra-
ditional commencement, so 
the only viable alternative 
was a drive-through ceremo-
ny. I remember presenting a 
diploma to a young mother 
riding in the back of an SUV, 
with a toddler in her lap and 
another one next to her. One 
of the kids had Cheetos all 
over their face! She was cel-
ebrating her nursing degree 
with her family in tow.
	 Fresh off being honored 
as a “Rising Star” college by 
the Aspen Prize for Commu-
nity College Excellence, I’m 
reflecting with pride on our 
record of success for students 
across our region.
	 I see that pride in our 
faculty and staff, and most 
importantly, in the faces of 
that mother and her kids in 
the car as she graduated from 
college and took another step 
toward a bright future for her 
family.
	 Students like that mom, 
and like I was, are why we 
must keep reaching for ex-
cellence. And for those of us 
who hold the keys to college 
student success in our state 
— fellow college leaders, 
state legislators who make 
opportunity possible for our 
talented young people, and 
the trustees who oversee 
community colleges — I have 
some thoughts on how we can 
position our community col-
leges so that more students 
complete a degree that leads 
immediately to a good-pay-
ing job or to transfer to a 
bachelor’s program that con-
nects to a good-paying job.
	 At Wallace State, we used 
to see success as increasing 
enrollment. Of course, en-

rollment is critical — both for 
paying the bills and for en-
suring a vibrant college com-
munity that every student 
rightfully wants and expects. 
We met this goal years ago 
and we remain fully enrolled 
today. Check!
	 Then, we updated the 
definition of success, real-
izing that enrollment is not 
enough. Students need to 
complete college and do so in 
a timely fashion, not over 10 
years.
	 No student has the time 
to waste when they need a 
jump start on a good job. In 
2010, we graduated 20 per 
cent of our students.
	 Today, we’re over 50%. 
A lot had to happen to more 
than double our graduation 
rate, and we are proud of that 
work!
	 But, I have come to see 
that even graduation isn’t 
enough if our students can’t 
earn a living wage with their 
credentials. Our focus today, 
our pact with students across 
Alabama, is ensuring stu-
dents graduate in high-value 

programs prepared for the 
workforce. They must have 
the skills that employers 
need and be ready to go the 
day after celebrating their 
college achievements. We are 
accountable for helping to lift 
our students out of poverty 
through economic opportu-
nity and mobility.

Here’s how we do that:
First, implementing re-
search-informed reforms 
shown to improve student 
outcomes, leading to student 
success and solid preparation 
for the workforce. One idea 
that has worked beautifully 
at Wallace State: a “success 
course” where students 
create an individualized plan 
for completing their pro-
gram, specifically tailored to 
their career interests. We can 
help students achieve their 
dreams, and for some, we 
help them learn that they can 
dare to dream. And we help 
them create the map to get to 
those dreams.
	 Second, culture matters. 
A thriving culture cares for 

students, especially when 
students struggle for money 
and juggle work with school 
and family. It’s a lot! Non-aca-
demic services matter so that 
learning can actually take 
place, positioning students 
for post-graduation success. 
	 At Wallace State, we have 
emergency monetary support 
for essential needs like trans-
portation, free mental health 
counseling and a mother’s 
lounge. These family friendly 
offerings make it easier for 
students to learn.
	 Third, academic pro-
grams must be aligned with 

local labor market needs. 
Whether in advanced man-
ufacturing, automotive or 
health care, we take our cue 
from local employers, wel-
coming their input on cours-
es and inviting them into the 
classroom.
	 This means that course 
content evolves because 
technology evolves, and re-
search leads to new practices 
in the workplace.
	 When that mom received 
her degree from the back of 
her SUV, she was going out 
into the world in a way that 
she never imagined. She will 

forever be a mom, but she’s 
now a skilled nurse, too, 
earning a good living for her 
children, contributing to the 
well-being of her community, 
and helping to fuel the local 
economy.
	 That’s what college can 
be, and 22 years later, I have 
learned that excellence starts 
with enrollment, leads to 
completion and ultimately 
to success in the workplace. 
That’s the handshake deal 
we educators and those who 
support us must make with 
our talented people here in 
Alabama.

Dr. Vicki Karolewics
Wallace State
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	 NOTICE OF
	 MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF CULLMAN

	 Default having been made of the terms of the 
loan documents secured by that certain mortgage executed 
by Eddie M Forster, and spouse and Glenda A Forster to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, 
as nominee for AHL Mortgage, Inc., its successors and 
assigns dated August 14, 2007; said mortgage being recorded 
on September 7, 2007 in Deed Book 1536, Page 419, in the 
Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. 
Said Mortgage was last sold, assigned and transferred to 
US Bank Trust National Association, Not In Its Individual 
Capacity But Solely As Owner Trustee For VRMTG Asset 
Trust by assignment recorded in Deed Book 377, Page 290, 
in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, 
Alabama.

	 The undersigned, US Bank Trust National 
Association, Not In Its Individual Capacity But Solely As 
Owner Trustee For VRMTG Asset Trust, under and by virtue 
of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, will sell at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before the main 
entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, Alabama 
during the legal hours of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on 
July 10, 2025 the following property, situated in Cullman 
County, Alabama, to-wit:

A part of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter 
of Section 23, Township 10 South, Range 1 West, more 
particularly described as follows: Commencing at a found 
1-1/2 inch pipe marking the Northeast Corner of said Section 
23; thence South 0 degrees 32 minutes 11 seconds West a 
distance of 2014.18 feet to a found iron at the Southeast 
Corner of Lot 9 of Richmond Estates Subdivision (Plat 
Book B, Page 323 A); thence South 1 degree 37 minutes 
21 seconds West along the accepted east line of said forty a 
distance of 347.32 feet to a set 5/8 inch rebar iron and the true 
point of beginning of the property herein described; thence 
from said true point of beginning, continue South 1 degree 
37 minutes 21 seconds West along said accepted east line a 
distance of 313.01 feet to a found 5/8 inch rebar iron marking 
the accepted Southeast Corner of the above described forty; 
thence North 89 degrees 29 minutes 36 seconds West the 
accepted south line of said forty a distance of 153.55 feet to a 
set 5/8 inch rebar iron; thence North 1 degree 37 minutes 10 
seconds East a distance of 313.95 feet to a set 5/8 inch rebar 
iron; thence South 89 degrees 08 minutes 34 seconds East a 
distance of 153.55 feet to the true point of beginning.

	 Said property is commonly known as 741 County 
Road 695, Holly Pond, AL 35083.

	 Should a conflict arise between the property address 
and the legal description, the legal description will control.

	 Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), the right of redemption of any taxing 
authority, all outstanding liens for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the property, any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-
way, zoning ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, 
covenants, the statutory right of redemption pursuant to 
Alabama law, and any matters of record including, but not 
limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out above. 
Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named 
or the undersigned. The successful bidder must present 
certified funds in the amount of the winning bid at the time 
and place of sale.

	 Alabama law gives some persons who have an 
interest in property the right to redeem the property under 
certain circumstances. Programs may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An attorney 
should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process.

	 The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation 
that the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code 
and (2) to final confirmation and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the Mortgage.

	 US BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS 
OWNER TRUSTEE FOR VRMTG ASSET TRUST
	 as holder of said mortgage
	 McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
	 505 20th Street N, Suite 1775
	 Birmingham, AL 35203
	 Telephone: (205) 216-4238
FT21@mccalla.com
	 File No. 23-04683AL
www.foreclosurehotline.net

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE

	 Default having been made in the terms of that 
mortgage executed on April 7, 2006 by Max Wayne Starnes, 
Sr. and Barbara Ann Starnes, husband and wife, to EvaBank, 
which said mortgage is recorded in Book MTG 1468, Page 
114 in the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, 
and default continuing, and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the following described property 
will be sold at public outcry, for cash, to the highest bidder, 
in front of the Courthouse door of said County, in Cullman, 
Alabama, during the legal hours of sale on July 11, 2025:

Part of the SE 1/3 of the SW ¼ of Section 34, Township 11 
South, Range 2 West, Cullman County Alabama described as 
follows: Begin at the DE corner of said ¼ - ¼ section; thence 
run northerly along the  ¼ - ¼ section line, 160.04 feet to the 
south line of a 30 foot right of way; thence 89 degrees 54’ left 
along said line, 600.00 feet; thence 90 degrees 06’ left, 160.21 
feet; thence 89 degrees 55’ left, along the south line of said 
Section 34 a distance of 600.0 feet to the point of beginning.

The following manufactured home to be auctioned separately 
and together: 
One (1) 2002 Fleetwood  Manufactured Home,  VIN #TN-
FL126A59076SS12

Address of the property (for identification purposes only) 
1900 County Road 532, Hanceville, AL 35077

Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt 
and cost of foreclosure.

EvaBank, Mortgagee
Thomas W. Russell
Attorney for Mortgagee 
2915 Clairmont Ave. S
Birmingham, Alabama  35205
The Cullman Tribune-June 19, 26, July 3, 2025

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE

Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage exe-
cuted on July 25, 2020 by Floyd Randall Compton, unmarried, 
to EvaBank, which said mortgage is recorded in Book MTG 
1922, Page 867 in the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, 
Alabama, and default continuing, and by virtue of the power 
of sale contained in said mortgage, the following described 
property will be sold at public outcry, for cash, to the highest 
bidder, in front of the Courthouse door of said County, in 
Cullman, Alabama, during the legal hours of sale on July 7, 
2025:

Commence at the Southeast corner of the SW ¼ of the SW ¼ 
of Section 24, Township 10 South, Range 3 West; thence S 
88 degrees 54 minutes, 48 seconds W 190.00 feet to a point; 
thence N 00 degrees, 04 minutes, 56 seconds W 130.00 feet 
to an iron ½ inch capped rebar set on the West R.O.W. of 
County Road 711 and the true point of beginning; thence S 88 
degrees, 54 minutes, 48 seconds W 140.00 feet to an existing 
iron; thence N 00 degrees 04 minutes, 54 seconds W 92.00 
feet to an iron ½ inch capped rebar set; thence N 88 degrees, 
54 minutes 48 seconds E 140.00 feet to an iron ½ inch capped 
rebar set on the West R.O.W. of County Road 711; thence S 
00 degrees, 04 minutes, 56 seconds E 92.00 feet to the true 
point of beginning. Said land lying in the SW ¼ of the SW ¼ 
of Section 24, Township 10 South, Range 3 West, Cullman 
County, Alabama.

Description derived from survey of James W. Baldy, AL PLS 
Lic. No. 11845, dated February 20, 2018.

Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt 
and cost of foreclosure.

EvaBank, Mortgagee
Thomas W. Russell
Attorney for Mortgagee 
2915 Clairmont Ave. S
Birmingham, Alabama  35205
The Cullman Tribune-June 12, 19, 26, 2025

Lil Zip (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Meet Lil 
Zip! This wonderful Corgi 
mix, The Cullman Tribune 
Pet of the Week, is approx-

imately 1 year old and best 
described as a pup with medi-
um-high energy.
	 There is nothing is too 
tough for this fellow! His in-
troduction to the backpack 
was remarkably easy, and he 

was all ready to go exploring.
	 He stays focused on you 
as he is an optimist and lover 
of life whose cup is always 
full. This naturally makes 
him the perfect character for 
a companion/hiking/therapy 

dog. 
	 His caretaker said, “I just 
absolutely love Lil Zip!” And 
we know you will, too!
	 His adoption fee is $130, 
which covers neutering, vac-
cines, wormer, general exam 

at the vet and microchip.
	 Make sure to come by and 
visit with Lil Zip! Visit the 
shelter at 935 Convent Road 
NE.It’s open Monday through 
Friday, from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
All his friends there are also 

looking for forever homes! 
Contact the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 256-734-
5448 or cullmananimalshel-
ter@co.cullman.al.us.
	 Remember: adopt, don’t 
shop!

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Obituary Announcements: June 17-18
Robert Joseph 
Sparks, 65
Robert Joseph Sparks, age 
65, of Cullman, Alabama 
passed away on Monday, 
June 16, 2025. Robert was 
born in Tampa, Florida, 

on June 5, 1960, to James 
M. and Venita Louise 
Spencer Sparks. He is 
preceded in death by his 
mother and a brother-
in-law: Warner Jones 
Jr. A graveside service 

for Robert will be held 
Saturday, June 21, 2025, 
from 3 p.m. at Welti 
Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church Cemetery, 
8817 County Road 747, 
Cullman, AL 35055. The 

family will receive friends 
at the cemetery for the 
service. Robert is survived 
by: Father: James M. 
Sparks, Sister: Pam Joy 
Jones, Brother: Paul 
Keith (Connie) Sparks, 

Nephew: Paul (Chanda) 
Collins, Great Nephew: 
Caiden Collins, Great 
Nieces: Jaci Baker and 
Everly Joy Collins. After 
the Graveside Service the 
family and friends will 

move into the church for a 
Memorial Service. Please 
share condolences and 
memories with the family 
at www.mossservicefh.
com. Moss Service 
Funeral Home is directing.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: office@cullmantribune.com

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Lil Zip (from Front)
looking for forever homes! 
Contact the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 256-734-
5448 or cullmananimalshel-
ter@co.cullman.al.us.
	 Remember: adopt, don’t 
shop!
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THANK YOU
TO OUR ADVERTISERS!

%%

225-65-17
2525OFFOFF

%%

ALL TIRES
1010
(NEW AND LIGHT TRUCK EXCLUDED)

SETS OF 4 MEDIUM AND LIKE NEW

OFFOFF

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

. . . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

ACTUALLY USEACTUALLY USE
GIVE DAD

THE GIFT HE WILL

MICHELIN
PRICES

SLASHED

© 2025 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying 
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

GMC DEALER GMC DEALER 
OF THE YEAROF THE YEAR
7 TIMES IN A ROW!7 TIMES IN A ROW!

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIPALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP

2025 GMC
Sierra 1500 Denali Ultimate

STK# 59278

NOW $71,790*
WAS $86,790

• 6.2L Ecotec3 V8 with 
DFM
• Alpine Umber Leather
• Head-Up Display

• Power Moonroof
• Super Cruise
• Spray-On Bedliner

2025 GMC
Sierra 1500 SLT
• 5.3L Ecotec V8 with 
DFM
• 20" Polished 
Aluminum Wheels

• X31 Off-Road 
Package
• Adaptive Cruise 
Control NOW $52,335*

WAS $66,835
STK# 142533

SAVE
$14,500
🔥🔥

2025 GMC
Sierra 2500 HD 
Denali Ultimate
STK# 58016
• 6.6L Turbo Diesel V8
• 20" Ultra Bright 
Machined Alum. Wheels
• Alpine Umber Leather

• Gooseneck/5th Wheel 
Prep Package
• Hitch Guidance/Hitch 
View

🔥🔥
SAVE

$7,000

NOW $89,435*
WAS $96,435

“LET ME PUT MY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
TO WORK FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY”

ADAM AKER - 256-507-4848

Funding (from Front)

HOLLY POND, Ala. — Ala-

bama Senate President Pro 

Tem Garlan Gudger, R-Cull-

man, visited Holly Pond High 

School on Wednesday, June 

18, to announce he has se-

cured an additional $100,000 

in State funding to supple-

ment its educational efforts 

and progress.

	 Gudger was surrounded 

by Holly Pond High Prin-

cipal Dr. Nate Ayers, Holly 

Pond Mayor Carla Hart, 

former Rep. Randall Shedd, 

school board member Heath 

Allbright and several of the 

school’s students and teach-

ers as he presented a ceremo-

nial check representing the 

funding.

	 “I am impressed with all 

that Dr. Ayers and his team 

have accomplished at Holly 

Pond High School, and I know 

that this additional funding 

will provide even more ed-

ucational opportunities for 

the students enrolled here,” 

Gudger said. “The commit-

ment to education is evident 

across the Holly Pond High 

campus, and I am honored 

to secured this funding fulfill 

the school’s request for addi-

tional dollars.”

	 Gudger noted that the 

entire Holly Pond communi-

ty is involved with and sup-

portive of the high school, its 

mission and its success, and 

he credited that widespread 

local support for much of its 

success.

	 Gudger’s office said the 

additional funding will be 

sent from Montgomery to the 

local school system and ear-

marked specifically for Holly 

Pond High School.

Staff Reports
Contributor


