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WORKING
FOR YOU!

GARLAN
GUDGER

SENATOR

PD. POL. ADV. GUDGER FOR SENATE
314 2ND AVE. SE, CULLMAN 35055

CULLMAN POOL STORE
Come see us today for ALL your swimming pool needs!

Supplies  -  Chemicals  -  Ser�ice

Repairs  -  Water  Testing
S u p p l i e s  -  C h e m i c a l s  -  S e r v i c e

R e p a i r s  -  Wa t e r  Te st i n g
256-734-1733 | 3544 AL HWY 157, Cullman, AL 35055

ALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALER

GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR
7 YEARS IN A ROW!7 YEARS IN A ROW!

Celebrate the

Savings With 
Celebrate the
Savings With 

Bill’s Deals!Bill’s Deals!
BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.

WAS $87,390

NOW $73, 890

6.2L Ecotec3 V8 Engine
MultiPro Tailgate Kicker Audio System
Power Sunroof
'Heated Steering Wheel
Remote Entry/Remote Start

2026 GMC 
Sierra 1500
Denali Ultimate

STK# 68214

��

SAVE
$13,500

SUNNY

WEATHER
41 19

SOURCE: WEATHER.GOV
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2025 All-County Football honors
Cullman County Schools congratulates the following young men 

for earning All-County Football honors for the 2025 season.

Vinemont: Dalton Bryan, Levi Burch, Gabriel Herrera, 
Brandon Johnson, Tucker Robinson and Roman Romero

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

West Point: Julio Fuentes, Ollie Howell, Rush Lamar, 
Bryant Moon, Christopher Skipper and Titan Thornton

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

Fairview: Ayden Batz, Colby Bentley, Rex Chandler (RB/
LB), Alex Cruz, JoJo Ellis, Sebastian Garcia Braxton 
Kilpatrick, Avery Latham, Connor Scott, Evan Smith, 
Jace Stevens, Andrew Latham (Lineman of the Year), 
Kolt Redding (Offensive MVP), Jake Harper ( Overall 
MVP) and Coach George Redding (Coach of the Year)

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

Cold Springs: Ayden Black , Will Jackson, Trey Bailey, 
Bailey Gann (OL/DL) and Breydon Hallmon

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

Hanceville: Hunter Black and Drake Bentley
CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

Good Hope: Kane Anderson, Tyler Byrd, Ross Clark, 
Brayden Cofer, Tristan Grund, Parker Johnson Hunter 
Miller, Tucker Screws, Cody Stevens, Karson Hollis, Carter 
Rutherford (Athlete of the Year), Mason Drake (Defensive 
MVP) and Coach Alan Scott (Coach of the Year)

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

Holly Pond: Cade Allbright, Miguel Garcia, 
Boston Gibbs and Brayden Ivey

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

PHOTOS: LUCAS GRAY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

– SPORTS –
Cullman County 

Basketball Tournament: 
Cold Springs wins JV 
girls; West Point wins 
JV boys, varsity girls 

and varsity boys
» PAGE 4
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Local students named to Samford 
University fall 2025 Dean’s List

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Samford University recog-
nizes 2,575 students named 
to the Dean's List for the fall 
2025 semester.
	 To qualify for the dean's 
list, a student must have 
earned a minimum 3.5 grade 
point average out of a pos-
sible 4.0 while attempting 
at least 12 credit hours of 
coursework. The Dean's List 
is the highest academic rec-
ognition given by the school 
at the end of each semester.

Local students named to 
the Dean’s List include: 
•	 Anna Sularin of Arab, AL
•	 Hensley Elrod of Arab, AL
•	 Kate Maze of Arab, AL
•	 Emma Dodd of Bremen, 
AL

•	 Lauren Smith of Crane 
Hill, AL
•	 Brantley Drake of Crane 
Hill, AL
•	 Ava Fales of Cullman, AL
•	 Sarah Baughn of Cullman, 
AL
•	 Anna Burleson of Cull-
man, AL
•	 Olivia Williams of Cull-
man, AL
•	 Hilson Cole of Cullman, 
AL
•	 Bryant Simmons of Cull-
man, AL
•	 Gracie Lee of Hanceville, 
AL
•	 Lillie Morrow of 
Vinemont, AL
•	 Dayton Roberts of Addi-
son, AL

Located in the Homewood 
suburb of Birmingham, Al-
abama, Samford is a leading 
Christian university offering 
undergraduate programs 

grounded in the liberal arts 
with an array of nationally 
recognized graduate and pro-
fessional schools. Founded in 
1841, Samford enrolls 6,324 
students from 44 states, 
Puerto Rico and 16 countries 
in its 10 academic schools: 
arts, arts and sciences, busi-
ness, divinity, education, 
health professions, law, nurs-
ing, pharmacy and public 
health. Samford is widely 
recognized as having one of 
the most beautiful campuses 
in America, featuring rolling 
hills, meticulously main-
tained grounds and Geor-
gian-Colonial architecture. 
Samford fields 17 athletic 
teams that compete in the 
tradition-rich Southern Con-
ference and boasts one of the 
highest scores in the nation 
for its 97% Graduation Suc-
cess Rate among all NCAA 
Division I schools.

G. Allan Taylor 
Samford University

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

Cornelius (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
County Parks and Recreation 
Director Kenneth Cornelius 
has officially qualified to run 
for Cullman County revenue 
commissioner as a Republi-
can. 
	 Cornelius announced his 
candidacy back in August. 
	 Cornelius said his cam-
paign will focus on three pri-
orities. 
	 First, efficiency. He said 
he will continue to operate 
the revenue office quickly 
and accurately. This will help 
ensure low wait times for all 
residents. 
	 Second, he said, he plans 
to conduct proactive sessions 

to inform residents about ex-
emptions and benefits they 
may qualify for. 
	 Third is experience. 
He said he will apply over 
30 years of business man-
agement experience and 
his knowledge of Cullman 
County government as parks 
and recreation director to 
save taxpayers money. 
	 Cornelius said he waited 
until the last day of qualify-
ing.
	 He said he wanted to 
dedicate as much time as pos-
sible to his role as parks and 
recreation director. 
	 He said Alabama state law 
requires any County employ-
ee to take leave from their 
job while running for a coun-
ty-elected position once they 

qualify. Alabama Code reads: 
“Any employee who shall 
desire to become a candidate 
for county office shall, upon 
qualifying for such office, 
take leave of absence with-
out pay to campaign for such 
office. Upon winning any 
such election, the employee 
shall resign from his or her 
position of employment with 
the county.”
	 Visit www.Cornelius-
forcullmanrevenue.com for 
more. 

Key dates   
•	 Primary Election: Tues-
day, May 19, 2026    
•	 Primary Runoff Elec-
tion: Tuesday, June 16, 2026    
•	 General Election: Tues-
day, Nov. 3, 2026

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

Agriplex (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
North Alabama Agriplex 
announced it will welcome 
Alabama author Heather C. 
Morris for three separate 
classes. 
	 On Friday, Feb. 13, Morris 
will meet with the Heritage 
Homeschool Elementary 
students from 9-11 a.m. The 
class, entitled “Trunk Goes 
Thunk with Heather Morris,” 
will focus on her picture 
book, opposites in nature 
and exploring the wide world 
around us by using our five 
senses. The cost of the class is 
$15 per student with a maxi-
mum of $30 per family. 
	 Also on Friday, Feb. 13, 
Morris will return to work 
with the Heritage Homes-
chool Secondary students 
from noon-2 p.m.
	 In “Science Meets Story 
with Heather Morris,” she’ll 
describe her years as a re-
search scientist – from work-
ing with lab mice to designing 
experiments for the Interna-
tional Space Station – and ex-
plain how science and story 
fit together. The cost of the 

class is $15 per student with a 
maximum of $30 per family. 
	 For the final lesson on 
Saturday, Feb. 14, the Agri-
plex invites children aged 5 
and older to its Farm Kids 
Club class from 10-11:30 a.m. 
In celebration of Valentine's 
Day, Morris will teach “I 
LOVE Animals.” For these 
students, she’ll discuss work-
ing as a biologist, simple ways 
to study animals and how 
your love for something can 
lead to fun, different careers. 
The cost of the class is $10 per 
student with a maximum of 
$20 per family. 
	 To register for these class-
es, visit www.agriplex.org. 
To preorder a personalized, 
signed copy of her picture 
book, visit www.snailon-
thewall.com/agriplex-heath-
ermorris. Morris will bring 
the signed copies to your 
class.
	 Heather C. Morris writes 
books full of science, wonder, 
and imagination for kids of 
all ages. She is the author of 
six books and stories for kids, 
including her debut picture 
book “Trunk Goes Thunk!” 
(Gnome Road Publishing) 
and a ghost story in the 

“Haunted States of America 
Anthology” (Godwin Books/
Macmillan). She is a member 
of SCBWI and the 12×12 pic-
ture book challenge commu-
nity, and her short stories 
and poetry have appeared in 
multiple arts journals and 
anthologies.
	 Prior to writing full time, 
Morris obtained advanced 
degrees in biology and molec-
ular microbiology. 
	 She spent more than a 
decade working in NASA lab-
oratories, designing experi-
ments that flew on the Inter-
national Space Station and 
conducting equipment tests 
in extreme environments. 
She is passionate about 
showing kids and adults alike 
that it is possible to pursue 
interests that may not seem 
related (like her background 
in laboratory science and her 
love for writing fiction).
	 When she’ not reading, 
typing or working as the pub-
lishing assistant for Gnome 
Road Publishing, you’ll find 
her hiking the foothills of 
the Appalachian Mountains 
with her husband, their three 
kids and their rescued border 
collie.

Staff Reports
Contributor

School Board (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman City School Board 
at its last meeting recognized 
educators, approved con-
tracts and reviewed person-
nel actions during its regular 
meeting.      
	 During recognitions, the 
board honored new Nation-
al Board Certified Teachers. 
Nicole Heptinstall, Loren 
Heatherly, Hannah Hunt and 
Tayler Davis received certifi-
cations in literacy, and Tasha 
Meyer earned certification as 
a library media specialist. 
	 The board also proudly 
named Lacy Cameron of East 
Elementary School as Ele-

mentary Teacher of the Year 
and Michelle Greenlee of 
Cullman High School as Sec-
ondary Teacher of the Year.      
	 The board approved an 
interagency agreement with 
WellStone Inc. to provide 
outpatient and crisis mental 
health treatment for students 
from January through July 
2026. It also approved an in-
dependent contractor agree-
ment with Howard Autism 
Learning Center LLC. This 
agreement supports school 
behavioral and educational 
programs through August 
2026.      
	 The consent agenda in-
cluded the disposal of surplus 
music and art textbooks and 
obsolete handheld radios. 

The board also approved 
spring semester athletic and 
fine arts travel for Cullman 
High School students.      
	 The board approved 
the retirement of Sharyn 
Hollingsworth, a teacher at 
West Elementary School. It 
also approved the condition-
al employment of Samuel 
Mazzara and Logan Young 
for special education roles. 
It approved coaching supple-
ments, long-term substitute 
appointments and leaves of 
absence, as well as an Ex-
tended Day contract for Katie 
Smith.   
	 The next regular board 
meeting is scheduled for Feb. 
17, at 5 p.m. at East Elementa-
ry School.

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

Aderholt announces $13.5M for St. 
Bernard Bridge, U.S. 278 improvements 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
Congressman Robert Ader-
holt, R-Alabama on Friday, 
Jan. 23, said he secured $13.5 
million in federal funding 
for the U.S. Highway 278 St. 
Bernard Bridge replacement 
and supporting infrastruc-
ture project in Cullman, as 
part of the Fiscal Year 2026 
Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development appro-
priations bill passed by the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives.
	 The funding will be used 
to replace the aging St. Ber-
nard Bridge, widen roadway 
approaches and add pedes-
trian and biking lanes, sig-
nificantly improving safety, 
traffic flow and connectivity 
for residents, businesses and 
visitors traveling through the 
Cullman area.
	 “This investment is about 
public safety, economic 
growth and preparing Cull-
man for the future,” said 
Aderholt. “The St. Bernard 
Bridge is a critical transpor-
tation link, and this funding 
will allow the City to modern-
ize the bridge and surround-
ing infrastructure to meet 
current and future needs. I 
was proud to advocate for 
this project and deliver these 
resources for Cullman.”
	 Cullman Mayor Woody 
Jacobs said, “We are extreme-
ly grateful to Congressman 
Aderholt for securing this 
funding for the St. Bernard 
Bridge/US Hwy 278 widening 
project. This project has been 
at the top of the community 
priority list for years. It will 

improve safety, reduce con-
gestion and support econom-
ic growth for our community. 
Congressman Aderholt’s 
leadership and commitment 
to our region continues to 
make a real difference.”
	 According to Aderholt’s 
office, the St. Bernard Bridge 
project is one of several 
community-focused infra-
structure investments he 
has secured for Alabama’s 
4th Congressional District 
through the FY26 appropri-
ations process. In total, said 

his office, more than $56 
million was included for local 
projects across the district.
	 The FY26 appropria-
tions package has passed the 
House of Representatives 
and now heads to the U.S. 
Senate, where it is expect-
ed to receive final approval 
before being signed into law.
	 More: www.cullman-
tribune.com/2025/01/06/
aderholt-city-of-cullman-
awarded-20-3m-for-st-ber-
nard-bridge-replacement-
project 

Staff Reports
Contributor

OFFICE OF CONGRESSMAN ROBERT ADERHOLT

Photo shows the bridge on U.S. Highway 
278 East near St. Bernard.

Aderholt announces $2.5M for Wallace 
State Community College affordable 
housing and childcare project

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
Congressman Robert Ader-
holt, R-Alabama on Friday, 
Jan. 23, announced $2.5 
million in federal funding 
for Wallace State Commu-
nity College’s Lions’ Village 
project in Hanceville, as part 
of the Fiscal Year 2026 ap-
propriations bills passed by 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives.
	 The funding will sup-
port construction of a tiny 
home village featuring mi-
cro-dwellings designed for 
student families, along with 
an on-campus childcare facil-
ity. 
	 “Wallace State plays a 
vital role in preparing Ala-
bama’s workforce and ex-
panding opportunity for fam-
ilies across our region,” said 
Aderholt.
	 “By investing in afford-
able housing and childcare 
on campus, this project helps 

ensure that student parents 
have the support they need 
to complete their education 
and build a better future. I 
was proud to support this 
initiative and deliver feder-
al resources that will have a 
lasting impact on students 
and the community.”
	 Wallace State Communi-
ty College President Dr. Vicki 
Karolewics said, “At Wal-
lace State, our mission is to 
remove every possible barri-
er to student success, and for 
many of our students, the two 
greatest hurdles are afford-
able housing and accessible 
childcare.
	 "This $2.5 million 
congressionally direct-
ed spending award for the 
Lions’ Village project is a 
game-changer. By co-locat-
ing micro-homes designed 
for families with a state-of-
the-art childcare facility right 
here on campus, we are creat-
ing a holistic support system 
that allows student parents 
to focus on their education 

without the constant worry 
of where they will live or who 
will care for their children. 
We are deeply grateful for 
this investment, which isn’t 
just building structures — 
it’s building a foundation for 
multi-generational success 
in our community.”
	 According to Aderholt’s 
office, the Wallace State Com-
munity College project is one 
of several community-fo-
cused investments he se-
cured for Alabama’s 4th Con-
gressional District through 
the FY26 appropriations pro-
cess. In total, his office said, 
more than $56 million was 
included for local projects 
across the district, strength-
ening education, workforce 
development, infrastructure 
and economic opportunity.
	 The FY26 appropria-
tions package has passed the 
House of Representatives 
and now heads to the U.S. 
Senate, where it is expect-
ed to receive final approval 
before being signed into law.

Staff Reports
Contributor

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

The Poetry of Recovery: Recov-
ery Support Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 514 
Cleveland Ave. SW in Cullman. 
Facebook/The Poetry of Recov-
ery. Contact Jeff at 727-542-6413 
or John at 256-636-0612.

Cullman County Historical So-
ciety Meetings
We meet the fourth Sunday of 
the month from 2-4 p.m. at the 
Cullman County Museum. Each 
meeting features a specific pro-
gram or speaker. Join us!

Attention Senior Citizens
• If you are 60 or over, please 
come to the Cullman Senior 
Center at 1539 Sportsman Lake 
Road NW and have some fun with 
us and eat lunch. Good fun, good 
friends and good food. Different 
things going on Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.-noon.
• Volunteers needed to deliver 
meals to homebound. Call Com-
mission on Aging for info. 256-
734-1241.  

Cullman County Republican 
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman VFW. 
President Cathi Bradford: “We 
are going to begin training to 
track legislation in Montgomery. 
If you need information, you can 
directly message me on Face-
book.” Full meals at 5:30. Meet-
ings start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon 
and 1-3:30 p.m. We are located at 
1503 Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support 
Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Ala-
bama Career Center, 1201 Kath-
erine St. NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manager, at 
256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station next to the 
town’s park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a bag, 
and for $40 a shopper can fill a 
large box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some 
restrictions and product limits 
on the items. Cash and checks ac-
cepted. Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 
Alabama Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handicap acces-
sible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the 
Donald E. Green Adult Active 
Center, 1625 Cleveland Ave. SW. 

The first meeting is free. TOPS, a 
national program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to weight 
loss and management through 
weekly meetings providing infor-
mation, accountability, support 
and encouragement where you 
make the changes that make 
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fel-
lowship for those affected by 
someone else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our expe-
riences, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope by let-
ting others know that they are not 
alone by practicing the 12 Steps 
of NAR-ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect Your 
Anonymity. Our program is not 
a religious one, but a spiritual 
way of life. Meetings will be held 
at The Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. Con-
tact Jamie Weathersby Smith 
256-708-7122 or Don or Nancy 
McKenzie 256-736-3327 or 256-
736-3470 for more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected 
by alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity Al-Anon Group meets 
each Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also a 
Zoom meeting each Tuesday at 
noon. The Courage to Change 
Al-Anon Family Group meets 
on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 305 Arnold 
St. NE in the Carriage House, lo-
cated between the church and the 
Arnold House on the corner. For 
more information call 256-734-
2231 or 256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cull-
man
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcullman@
gmail.com
• FB-Spirit Life Church Cullman
• Wednesday, Jan. 28 – 7 p.m. 
Children and youth classes.  Adult 
worship, teaching and testimo-
nies in the sanctuary. Free pizza 
at 6:30. Van runs in the 5 Points 
Area 5:15-5:30. Call Betty Hays at 
256-338-3728 for pickup. 
• Friday, Jan. 30 – Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and testi-
monies. Hurts, habits and hang-
ups are a part of everyone's life. 
Come and see how to overcome 
these and more! Dinner at 6 p.m. 
Meeting starts at 6:30. Childcare 
provided.
• Sunday, Feb. 1 – 8:15 a.m. Van 
runs in 5 Points Area. Call Betty 
Hays at 256-338-3728 for pickup. 
Breakfast at 9:30. Bible study 
classes for children, youth and 
adults at 10. Praise and worship 
and message by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd at 11. Prayer service at 2 
p.m.

Shirley Burden Public Library 
in Hanceville
Families are joining the library 
for fun and programs! The library 
is open Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. (closed from noon-1 p.m.) 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Join us on Facebook for weekly 
details or please feel free to call us 
at 256-352-0685. 
• Wednesday, Jan. 28, 10 a.m. 
Boxing class; dress for a workout
• Tuesday, Feb. 3, at 11 a.m. Span-
ish class
• Wednesday, Feb. 4, at 10 a.m. 
Storytime
• Wednesday, Feb. 11, at 10 a.m. 
Storytime with Julie Eslinger 
• Tuesday, Feb. 17, at 11 a.m. Span-
ish class
• Wednesday, Feb. 25, at 10 a.m. 
North Alabama Agriplex story-
time and book club
• Saturday, March 14, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Hanceville Irish Fes-
tival and BOOK SALE 

Cullman Women’s Health 
Forum
• Saturday, Jan. 31 at 1 p.m. at 
The Venue at Cotton Creek. Local 
nonprofit Lotus Health Inc. is 
hosting its inaugural Women’s 
Health Forum with the generous 
support of our Gold Sponsors – 
Alabama Farmers Federation and 
First Federal Mortgage – along 
with other gracious sponsors/
collaborators. Please join us as 
we connect with community/
state leaders and health care 
professionals for a day focused 
on women’s health, education, 
preventative screenings and local 
resources.
• We will open the Free Day 
Forum at 1p.m. with women’s 
healthcare exhibitors hosted by 
The Venue at Cotton Creek (417 
Third Ave. SW Cullman). We 
have a great itinerary of speakers 
on women's health and free wom-
en's health screenings. 
• We are also honored to present 
Senate hopeful Jared Hudson 
(R), and Attorney General can-
didates Katherine Robertson 
(R) and Pamela Casey (R) for a 
live podcast. Topics will include 
trafficking and current legislation 
impacting women’s health in Ala-
bama. We are currently accepting 
exhibitors and welcome sponsors 
for this important day of educa-
tion and dialog.
• Following our FREE day forum, 
we will gather for a Meet and 
Greet dinner.
• For more information and to 
purchase dinner tickets/sponsor 
or become an exhibitor please 
visit https://lotushealthinc.org/
events/womens-health-forum. 
We look forward to meeting with 
you in our effort to improve wom-
en’s health outcomes in the state 
of Alabama.

Cullman Area Chamber Foun-
dation Mardi Gras Parade & 
Gumbo Cook-Off 
Saturday, Feb. 14, at 1 p.m. in the 
Art District (Fourth Street South-
west and Cotton Creek area). This 
family friendly event will feature 
a colorful Mardi Gras parade, 
followed by a gumbo cook-off 
showcasing teams competing 
for best gumbo and community 
pride. Attendees can enjoy de-
licious gumbo tastings, festive 
décor, live music and the vibrant 
energy of Mardi Gras right here in 
Cullman! Grab your beads, bring 
your friends and family and join 
us in the Art District.

21st Annual Empty Bowls of 
Cullman County Chili Dinner
Monday, Feb. 16, from 4-6:30 p.m. 
at First United Methodist Church 
in Cullman. Dine in or carry out. 
The evening will feature chili pre-
pared by Two Guys, grilled cheese 
sandwiches, handmade pottery 
bowls and a silent auction. Guests 
will also enjoy Southern gospel 
music by Brian Westbrook & 

the Misfits and Enell Baker. Ron 
Mosely Jr. of WKUL Radio 92.1 
will serve as the special guest 
emcee. Each attendee receives a 
handcrafted bowl as a reminder 
of those facing empty bowls at 
home and the ongoing need for 
food assistance in the community. 
Benefits Cullman Caring for Kids. 
First United Methodist Church 
is located at 320 Third Ave. SE, 
Cullman. Tickets are $15 and are 
available at the church or Cull-
man Caring for Kids (402 Arnold 
St. NE, Suite W-1, Cullman).

Holly Pond Lions Club Annual 
Beans and Greens Dinner
Saturday, Feb. 21, from 4-7 p.m. at 
the Holly Pond Lions Club build-
ing. Admission is by donation, 
with proceeds supporting com-
munity projects related to vision, 
hunger, diabetes, environment 
and childhood cancer. Addition-
ally, we are collecting canned and 
nonperishable food items for the 
local food pantry. Donations can 
be dropped off at the pantry (lo-
cated between town hall and the 
fire department) or brought to 
the dinner Feb. 21.

Casino Night Benefiting Hope 
Horses
Saturday, Feb. 28, from 6-10 p.m. 
at Cotton Creek, 417 Third Ave. 
SW in Cullman. Let's go all-in 
for a fun-filled casino night ben-
efiting Hope Horses! Tickets are 
$100 and include dinner, drinks 
and starter chips! Hope Horses, 
Inc. is a nonprofit organization. 
All donations made payable to 
Hope Horses are tax deductible. 
For more information, please 
email us at krice@hopehorsesinc.
com. 
 
Men of the Covenant Men's 
Conference
• Sunday, March 1, from 5-7 p.m. 
at Seventh Street Baptist Church, 
708 Seventh St. SW in Cullman. 
Men, you’re invited to a powerful 
and timely gathering designed to 
strengthen your walk, sharpen 
your leadership and renew your 
commitment to Christ and your 
family.
• We are honored to welcome 
two dynamic speakers: Jason 
Simpson, north Alabama mete-
orologist and faithful deacon at 
Valleydale Church in Hoover; 
and Christopher Smith, longtime 
Men's Ministry Team Member 
at Whitesburg Baptist Church in 
Huntsville.
• This evening will be filled with 
strong biblical teaching, real-life 
encouragement, worship and au-
thentic brotherhood. Our theme 
is rooted in the bold declaration 
of Joshua: "As for me and my 
house, we will serve the LORD." 
- Joshua 24:15
• Whether you are a husband, 
father, grandfather, young profes-
sional or student, this conference 
is for you. Be challenged to lead 
your home with conviction, cour-
age and commitment. Bring a 
friend. Bring your son. Bring your 
small group. Stand as a Man of the 
Covenant.
• Register at www.7thstreetba-
12tist.com. 

Cullman County Master Gard-
ners Native Azalea and Wild-
flower Sale
Saturday, March 21, from 8 a.m.-4 
p.m. at the fairgrounds at Sports-
man Lake Park

Cullman County Master Gard-
ners Spring Plant Sale
Friday and Saturday, April 17-18, 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at the fair-
grounds at Sportsman Lake Park

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

Agriplex (from Front)
“Haunted States of America 
Anthology” (Godwin Books/
Macmillan). She is a member 
of SCBWI and the 12×12 pic-
ture book challenge commu-
nity, and her short stories 
and poetry have appeared in 
multiple arts journals and 
anthologies.
	 Prior to writing full time, 
Morris obtained advanced 
degrees in biology and molec-
ular microbiology. 
	 She spent more than a 
decade working in NASA lab-
oratories, designing experi-
ments that flew on the Inter-
national Space Station and 
conducting equipment tests 
in extreme environments. 
She is passionate about 
showing kids and adults alike 
that it is possible to pursue 
interests that may not seem 
related (like her background 
in laboratory science and her 
love for writing fiction).
	 When she’ not reading, 
typing or working as the pub-
lishing assistant for Gnome 
Road Publishing, you’ll find 
her hiking the foothills of 
the Appalachian Mountains 
with her husband, their three 
kids and their rescued border 
collie.

School Board (from Front)
The board also approved 
spring semester athletic and 
fine arts travel for Cullman 
High School students.      
	 The board approved 
the retirement of Sharyn 
Hollingsworth, a teacher at 
West Elementary School. It 
also approved the condition-
al employment of Samuel 
Mazzara and Logan Young 
for special education roles. 
It approved coaching supple-
ments, long-term substitute 
appointments and leaves of 
absence, as well as an Ex-
tended Day contract for Katie 
Smith.   
	 The next regular board 
meeting is scheduled for Feb. 
17, at 5 p.m. at East Elementa-
ry School.

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 

City of Hanceville Parks and 

Recreation Department is 

now accepting applications 

for seasonal lifeguards for 

the summer 2026 season, 

according to a recent an-

nouncement from the de-

partment.

	
The seasonal positions 

will run from Memorial Day 

Weekend through the start of 

the school year. Pre-season 

training and facility prepara-

tion are scheduled to begin in 

mid-May.

	 According to the depart-

ment, lifeguards will be re-

sponsible for actively moni-

toring the pool area to ensure 

the safety of patrons, main-

taining pool chemistry and 

cleanliness, performing rou-

tine upkeep of the pool deck, 

bathrooms and surround-

ing facilities and providing 

friendly, professional service 

to community members and 

visitors.

	 Applicants must be at 

least 15 years old and demon-

strate a strong work ethic and 

positive attitude.

	 Applications must be 

picked up and submitted in 

person at Hanceville City 

Hall during regular busi-

ness hours, Monday through 

Friday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

	 The City of Hanceville 

Parks and Recreation De-

partment encourages those 

interested in serving the 

community while staying 

active to apply and be part 

of the team that helps make 

summer safe and enjoyable 

in Hanceville.

Seasonal lifeguard 
positions open for summer 
2026 in Hanceville
Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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COUNTY TOURNAMENT

Ellis’ all-around game pushes No. 2 Cold Springs to win the 
JV girls county championship 66-34 over no. 5 Holly Pond

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — In 
the first matchup of champi-
onship Friday, the no. 2 Cold 
Springs Lady Eagles took 
on no. 5 Holly Pond to finish 
the JV girls bracket. After a 
hot start Holly Pond made it 
interesting in the second, but 
Cold Springs’ defense and the 
prolific scoring of Hagen Ellis 
led to the Lady Eagles pull-
ing away in the second half. 
They’d go on to finish the 
game 66-34 to take the 2026 
Cullman County JV girls 
championship. 

	 The Lady Eagles came 
out on a tear, with scoring 
from four different players 
from all three levels of the 
court fueling a 15-0 start to 
the game. After the run that 
included a pair of layups from 
Ellis and three from beyond 
the arc from JJ Creel, Kallo-
way McKinnon and Joli Wil-
liams, the same grit that got 
fifth-seed Holly Pond to the 
championship came to light. 
Guards Dallas Mayfield and 
Bella Gambrill began rattling 
the Lady Eagles, picking off 
passes and going coast to 
coast for a pair of buckets to 
start a 12-1 run that would 

get the Lady Broncos to just a 
16-12 deficit heading into the 
second. 
	 Opening the second, Cold 
Springs’ went into a hard 
press defense, hoping to hold 
off the comeback. Ellis, with 
active hands on defense, 
nabbed a steal, took it down 
the court and bounced it to 
Williams, who drained a three 
from the right wing. After an 
Ellis lay on the next posses-
sion, she poked out a Holly 
Pond pass and took it coast 
to coast for a lay to put Cold 
Springs up 23-12. Continu-
ing the big quarter, Alabama 
Light scored on two straight 

possessions, then Zoe Miller 
traded buckets with Holly 
Pond’s Lilly Allbright, with 
Cold Springs taking a 31-16 
lead into halftime off the back 
of their five steal quarter. 
	 Coming out of halftime, 
Cold Springs played deter-
mined basketball, with Ellis’ 
seemingly endless energy 
on offense pushing them to 
a 15-1 run. Williams took the 
ball to the paint, stopped and 
bounced a dime to Ellis, who 
layed it in, then replicated 
the same play one posses-
sion after Ellis nailed a deep 
three. The All-Tournament 
guard would go on to score 

13 points in a quarter that 
only saw seven scored by 
Holly Pond, and headed into 
the final frame with a strong 
48-23 lead. 
	 Holly Pond fought in the 
fourth, having their best of-
fensive quarter since the end 
of the first, and saw Gambrill, 
Mallory Hartline and Lizzy 
Adams all hit threes. On the 
other end, however, Cold 
Springs was still rolling. 
With strong ball movement 
and action on the boards, 
the Lady Eagles scored 18 in 
the period. A fitting ending, 
Ellis put the final touches 
on the game with a pair of 

three-pointers, ending a 
66-34 rout of Holly Pond and 
a chance to lifting the JV girls 
championship trophy.
	 Ellis led the game with 
27 points, and added three 
rebounds, four assists and 
seven steals. Williams scored 
eight and dished out five as-
sists. Miller ended the game 
with seven points, adding 
three boards and a steal. 
	 For Holly Pond, Bella 
Gambrill led the team with 10 
points and a trio of rebounds. 
Behind her, Mallory Hartline 
scored seven and grabbed 
four boards and had two as-
sists.

Lucas Gray
lucas@cullmantribune.com

COUNTY TOURNAMENT

No. 1 West Point knocks off no. 3 Good Hope, 46-
21, to take home JV boys county championship
HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 
JV boys county champi-
ons would be decided on 
Championship Friday, as 
the top-seeded West Point 
Warriors faced off against 
the third-seeded Good Hope 
Raiders. Both defenses came 
to play to start out the game, 
and there were only five 
made baskets made the entire 
opening quarter. West Point, 
though, quickly flipped the 
switch in the second period, 
outscoring Good Hope, 17-2, 
to take a double-digit lead 

into the locker room. The 
Warriors added to their lead 
in the second half and con-
tinued to keep the Raiders 
at bay on defense, as they 
would go on to defeat Good 
Hope, 46-21, to win this year’s 
county championship.
	 The first quarter saw both 
defenses stand out in a big 
way. An early steal by Julian 
Phillips led to a layup by Web 
Buchanan to give Good Hope 
the early lead, but later in 
the quarter, Colton Kimbril 
dropped in a floater to tie 
the game up at two. Phillips 
knocked down a floater, and 
Caleb Boles later added a 

driving layup to put the Raid-
ers ahead, 6-2. A rebound and 
putback by Tripp Dingler cut 
it to 6-4 going into the second 
period.
	 Dingler split his free 
throws, and Tyce Thompson 
dropped in a floater from the 
left side to give West Point a 
7-6 lead early in the second. 
Buchanan banked in a floater 
to give Good Hope the lead 
right back at 8-7. The trio 
of Dingler, Thompson, and 
Rush Lamar quickly got West 
Point going on both sides 
of the ball. Thompson and 
Lamar each knocked down a 
three, and Dingler got fouled 

after hitting a tough jumper 
and ended up completing the 
three-point play at the free 
throw line to put the War-
riors ahead, 17-8. Thompson 
nailed a short jumper, and 
Dingler added two more from 
the charity stripe to stretch 
West Point’s lead to 21-8 at 
the break. After the Buchan-
an basket, the Warriors out-
scored the Raiders, 14-0, the 
rest of the half to take the 
double-digit lead into the 
locker room.
	 Buchanan and Eli Drake 
each knocked in a floater to 
cut it to 21-12 early in the 
third. Thompson, though, an-

swered right back with a three 
from the right wing to give 
West Point a 24-12 lead. Later 
in the quarter, a pair of free 
throws by Lamar and a basket 
down low by Levi Steadman 
widened the Warrior lead to 
28-13 almost midway through 
the third. Dingler added two 
more baskets in the paint, and 
Lamar knocked down a short 
jumper from the left side to 
put West Point ahead, 34-17, 
going into the final quarter.
	 Buchanan drove to the 
basket and banked in a floater 
to make it a 34-19 game early 
in the fourth, but Thomp-
son drained his third trey 

of the game, Jackson Reid 
scored five straight points, 
and Lamar and Dingler each 
added a basket in the paint 
to give the Warriors a com-
manding 46-19 lead. West 
Point kept a sizeable lead for 
the rest of the game, as they 
ended up knocking off Good 
Hope, 46-21, to take home 
this year’s JV Boys county 
championship.
	 Dingler finished with 
14 points for the Warriors. 
Thompson ended up with 
13 points, and Lamar posted 
10 points. For Good Hope, 
Buchanan finished with 13 
points.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

COUNTY TOURNAMENT

No. 1 West Point holds off no. 3 Good Hope to secure 
county title with a 53-50 win
HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 
no. 1 West Point Lady War-
riors met no. 3 Good Hope 
in the Cullman County Bas-
ketball Tournament varsity 
girls championship on Friday 
afternoon. In a tournament 
that’s been largely lacking in 
thrilling finishes, the Lady 
Raiders and Lady Warriors 
provided just that, with a 
close, tense game that went 
down to the final possession. 
With Good Hope missing the 
tying shot as the buzzer rang, 
the Lady Warriors clinched 
the county championship. 
	 The first quarter showed 
signs of a great game, start-
ing with a layup from West 
Point’s Camryn Faulkner to 
start a back and forth period. 
Camryn Faulkner traded 
buckets with Good Hope’s 
Sophie Konrad, who had a 
layup and a tough put back 
bucket through contact to 
tie the game at four. After 

a pair of free throws from 
Patton Fell put West Point 
up, Good Hope’s Ella Gossett 
responded with a contested 
three from the corner. With 
a final punch back to end the 
first, the Warriors’ Jaelyn 
Faulkner nailed a deep three 
to take a 9-7 lead into the 
second. 
	 After a close first, the 
second quarter looked like a 
game that could potentially 
get away from Good Hope. 
The duo of Faulkners became 
a thorn in the Lady Raiders’ 
sides, taking turns scoring 
baskets and picking off passes. 
With turnovers becoming an 
issue, Good Hope began play-
ing tight, struggling with ball 
movement and getting open 
looks. The Faulkners, along 
with Laklin Shadix, scored all 
but three of West Point’s 26-
second quarter points, with 
the other three belonging to 
Kealie Harbison. The Lady 
Raiders’ Ella Gossett played 
her best all-around game this 
tournament, securing the pe-

rimeter, but also finding the 
basket to keep Good Hope 
alive. She Scored three of the 
last four buckets for the Lady 
Raiders closing the first half, 
mitigating what was nearly a 
disastrous quarter for Good 
Hope. With a Gossett shot 
finding the net at the buzzer, 
West Point led 27-16 at half-
time. 
	 Feeling the squeeze of 
West Point’s quick scoring 
ability, Good Hope came out 
firing, and hitting. After a 
pair of Jaelyn Faulkner free 
throws opened the half, Good 
Hope responded with a pair 
of Lucie Adam threes fol-
lowed Ella Davis pickpocket-
ing a ball handler and taking 
it coast to coast for a layup. 
The Warriors responded, 
with Kealie Harbison drilling 
a deep ball to keep the lead at 
double digits, leading 32-22. 
For number of minutes, the 
teams went back-to-back, 
with the Faulkners driving for 
lays, then Gossett and Davis 
finding the basket. With the 

game still at ten points, Good 
Hope’s heater began. First, 
Gossett hit a deep three from 
the right elbow, and on the 
next possession, she drove 
and kicked it out to Lexi Mar-
shall, who also hit from deep. 
After a Harbison lay, Gossett 
went to the line, hitting one. 
At the end of the third, Good 
Hope wasn’t all the way back, 
but Gossett’s ball movement 
and pair of buckets had 
brought them back to a 42-35 
deficit, threatening to make a 
run. 
	 The Raiders would stay 
hot from deep, opening the 
quarter with two threes from 
Adams and Konrad to make 
it just a three point game at 
44-41. The Faulkners would 
take over once again, driving 
to the rim and inviting con-
tact, which they often drew 
fouls on. The pair would shoot 
a combined 10 free throws in 
the period, hitting nine, and 
the only other score from the 
Warriors came on a Camryn 
Faulkner layup. Their affini-

ty for driving inside coupled 
with Good Hope’s despera-
tion late led to foul trouble, 
with both Konrad and Adams 
having four fouls towards the 
end of the game. Adams used 
her strength to get inside, and 
put in a layup to make it just 
a 49-48 West Point lead, with 
the early signs of a comeback 
becoming reality. Jaelyn 
Faulkner would draw a foul 
and went to the line, hitting 
both free throws to go back 
up three. On an inbounds 
pass, Ella Davis wedged her 
way into the paint, finishing 
over two defenders to make 
it a one point game again at 
51-50. On the inbound for 
West Point, a referee ruled 
that Harbison had stepped 
out, giving Good Hope a 
chance at the lead with 30.3 
seconds to go. The Lady 
Raiders would go scoreless 
on the possession, and a pair 
of free throws from Camryn 
Faulkner made it, once again, 
a three point game, up 53-50. 
With six seconds to go, the 

Lady Raiders took their time, 
calling multiple timeouts to 
get a play. The play worked, 
with Gossett driving inside 
and kicking out to Adams, 
who would miss the shot, 
icing a West Point champion-
ship victory. 
	 Leading the Lady War-
riors was Camryn Faulkner 
with 18 points, two rebounds 
and an assist. Jaelyn, not far 
behind, scored 14, grabbed 
a rebound and dished out 
three assists. Shadix had a 
complete game, scoring eight, 
grabbing five boards, dishing 
out two assists and putting up 
one block and steal each.
	 For the Lady Raiders, 
Gossett led with 14 and 
grabbed two rebounds and 
assists. Konrad, who sat 
much of the fourth in foul 
trouble, put up 13 points, 10 
rebounds, two assists and a 
steal. Scoring ten each were 
Adams and Davis. Davis put 
up 3 rebounds and a block, 
and Adams had four boards, 
an assist and a block.

Lucas Gray
lucas@cullmantribune.com

COUNTY TOURNAMENT

Strong second quarter, second half helps no. 2 West Point gets 
past no. 1 Cold Springs, 51-38, wins first county title since 2012

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 
2026 Cullman County Bas-
ketball Tournament con-
cluded with the varsity boys 
championship game between 
no. 1 Cold Springs and no. 2 
West Point. It was a defensive 
battle to start out the contest, 
as it was tied after one. The 
Warriors’ defense dominated 
the second quarter, holding 
the Eagles to just one field 
goal, as they took an eight-
point lead into the locker 
room. West Point quickly 
stretched their lead to double 
digits in the third and took 
off from there, as they ended 
up defeating Cold Springs, 
51-38, to take home their first 

county championship since 
2012.
	 It was the battle of the 
defenses to start out the 
game, as neither team scored 
a point for almost three min-
utes before a Cash Dickerson 
trey from the right corner 
gave Cold Springs the early 
lead. Breydon Hallmon fol-
lowed that up with a rebound 
and a putback, then a steal by 
Ethan Day led to a layup by 
Ayden Black, as that put the 
Eagles ahead, 7-0.
	 That would be the last 
basket that Cold Springs 
would hit for a while. Graph 
Byram and Jaxon Shelton 
each drained a three to cut it 
to 7-6 with 2:46 remaining in 
the opening period.
	 Maddox Chapman hit a 

pair of free throws to tie the 
game up at eight going into 
the second.
	 Defense continued to 
dominate the game in the 
second quarter, except it 
would be West Point’s de-
fense that would dominate 
that side of the floor.
	 Shelton drove to the 
basket and laid it in to put 
the Warriors up, 10-9. On the 
next possession, Chapman 
collected a steal and took it 
coast-to-coast for the tough 
basket down low to give West 
Point a 12-9 lead early in the 
second period.
	 The Warriors’ defense 
gave Cold Springs fits, as they 
didn’t allow them to hit a 
field goal in a little over nine 
minutes. Wyatt Barker broke 

that up with a layup to make 
it a 14-11 game with less than 
three minutes to go in the 
first half. Chapman collected 
a pair of baskets in the paint 
to widen the Warrior lead to 
18-11. Byram added two free 
throws to give West Point a 
20-12 lead at the half. 
	 Barker and Lindan Hill 
each collected a basket down 
low to cut it to 23-16 early in 
the third, but a rebound and 
putback by Chapman gave 
the Warriors a 25-16 lead.
	 After a Shelton jumper 
made it 27-16, Day drilled a 
three from the top of the key 
to trim it to eight at 27-19 
almost midway through the 
third quarter.
	 Chapman continued to 
dominate down low, as he 

hit yet another basket in 
the paint. Later in the third, 
Chapman found Nolan 
Franklin down low for a layup 
to make it a 31-21 game. Kade 
Vincent drove to the basket 
and laid it in to give West 
Point a 33-21 lead.
	 A Day trey cut it to 33-24, 
but a pair of free throws by 
Shelton, coupled with anoth-
er Chapman assist, this time 
to Shelton, made it 37-24. 
Ayden Ennis capped off the 
strong quarter for West Point 
with a trey from the left 
corner before the buzzer, as 
that put them ahead, 40-24, 
going into the fourth quarter.
	 The Warriors continued 
their dominating play on 
both sides of the floor. Shel-
ton found Franklin down 

low for a basket not once, not 
twice, but three times in the 
fourth.
	 That was sandwiched 
around a Byram jumper, as 
that gave West Point a 49-28 
lead. Vincent collected a steal 
and a basket to make it 51-30. 
Despite a late run by Cold 
Springs to cut it to 13, that 
wouldn’t be nearly enough 
in the end, as the Warriors 
ended up collecting a 51-38 
win over the Eagles to win the 
county title for the first time 
in 14 years.
	 Chapman led the way for 
West Point with 13 points. 
Shelton added 12 points, and 
Franklin ended up with 11 
points. Day finished with 10 
points for Cold Springs, and 
Black posted eight points.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Alabama State Parks 
has developed a 
new program that 
encourages young-

sters to join in the fun the 
State Parks System provides 
by becoming Junior Park 
Rangers.
	 The program is open to 
children of all ages, with ac-
tivities designed especially 
for ages 5-12. Participation is 
free. Families, school groups 
and youth organizations are 
all welcome to join. If the 
youngsters have no prior out-
door experience, the Junior 
Park Ranger Program is a 
great place to start.
	 For kids who are accus-
tomed to the outdoors, the 
program will expand their 
knowledge and appreciation 
of Alabama’s natural won-
ders.
	 “Launching Alabama’s 
first statewide Junior Park 
Ranger Program is a moment 
of deep pride and gratitude 
for our entire Parks team,” 
said Renee Raney, Alabama 
State Parks’ chief naturalist. 
	 “This program opens the 
door for children and families 
to explore all 21 State Parks as 
outdoor classrooms, building 
curiosity, stewardship and 
lasting memories together. It 
marks the beginning of a new 
chapter in how we connect 
young people to Alabama’s 
natural heritage.”
	 To get started, go to 
www.alapark.com/Junior-
ParkRanger to download the 
“Junior Park Ranger Adven-
ture Guide,” which is also 
available at any State Park. 
	 After completing the 
activities in the guide, par-
ticipants share what they’ve 
learned with a Park Ranger at 
their nearest State Park.
	 Once that is done, the 
kids receive a Certificate of 
Achievement and a Junior 
Park Ranger badge.
	 “The Junior Park Ranger 
Program is designed to con-
nect today’s youngsters with 
the outdoors in a way that 
will keep them engaged with 
activities that include ex-
ploring Alabama’s great State 
Parks,” said State Parks Di-
rector Matthew Capps.
	 “This not only engag-
es the kids, but family and 
friends will also see the en-
thusiasm these youngsters 
have for the program, which 
will encourage everyone to 
take advantage of these great 
resources at our State Parks.”
	 The mantra for the pro-
gram is “Learning happens 
on the trail!”
	 The program encourages 
the youngsters and families 
to swim, bike, paddle, fish or 

David Rainer
Ala. Dept. of Conservation and Nat. Resources
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Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

5754 AL- Hwy 157 North
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4310

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

1615 Town Square S W
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4380

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  35077
256•352•6245

  Receive 
In-Store Specials, 
Announcements & 

View Our Weekly Ad!
Join our 

V.I.P. 
Text List!5754 AL- Hwy 157 N

Cullman, AL  
1615 Town Square S W

Cullman, AL  
780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  

$299

BONELESS
PORK CHOPS  

Center Cut 

LB. 2for

$6
DEAN'S 

SAUSAGE
1 Lb. Roll

Mild or Hot

$299
8 Lb. Bag

U.S. #1 Jumbo

RUSSET 
POTATOES

EA.

88¢
14-15 Oz. 

Selected Varieties

EA.

FOOD CLUB
TOMATOES

4for

$5
5 Ct. Selected Varieties or 4 Ct. 

Crescent Rolls or 6 Oz. Cinnamon Rolls

PILLSBURY 
GRANDS! BISCUITS

BLUE PLATE 
MAYONNAISE

30 Oz. 
Original or Light

$299
EA. 69¢

15 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

EA.

FOOD CLUB 
PEAS OR BEANS

EA.

$199
Red or Black 

Imported

SEEDLESS 
GRAPES

LB.

Prices Effective - Wednesday, January 28 through Tuesday, February 3, 2026
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HUNT'S 
KETCHUP

20 Oz. 

2for
$3

MARY B'S 
BISCUITS

24-28 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

HUNGRY MAN 
DINNERS

14-16 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

DINTY MOORE 
BEEF STEW

20 Oz. or
Chicken & Dumplings

2for
$7

BOUNTY 
PAPER TOWELS

4 Double Rolls 
White

$799
EA.

CHARMIN 
BATH TISSUE

6 Mega Rolls 
Ultra

$799
EA.

KNORR PASTA 
OR RICE SIDES 

4-5.7 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

4for
$5

COCA-COLA, SPRITE 
OR MELLO YELLO

12 Pk. 
12 Oz. Cans

2for
$13

WHOLE
FRYERS

Fresh
Chicken

$199
LB.

CHICKEN BREAST 
FILLET PATTIES

3 Lb. Breaded
Restaurant Quality

$699
EA.

DOLE FRESH 
GARDEN SALAD
Mix or Match - 12-14 Oz. Bag or Classic 

Coleslaw or Diced Southern Slaw

2for
$3

SLICING 
TOMATOES

Large

$129
LB.

FOOD CLUB 
CREAM CHEESE

8 Oz. Original 
or 1/3 Less Fat

2for
$4

HELUVA 
GOOD DIP

12 Oz. 
Selected Varieties 

2for
$4

ORVILLE REDENBACHER'S 
MICROWAVE POPCORN

2-3 Pk. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

FOOD CLUB 
SOFT DRINKS

2 Liter Bottles 
Selected Varieties

4for
$5

CRYSTAL GEYSER 
SPRING WATER

6 Pk.
16.9 Oz. Bottles

4for
$5

BLACKBURN'S 
JELLY

32 Oz. Grape or Blackberry 
or Strawberry Preserves

2for
$6

SIRLOIN 
TIP ROAST

Beef
 

$599
LB.

KENTUCKY LEGEND 
WHOLE HAM
or Half  Ham

Boneless

$569
LB.

BRYAN 
BOLOGNA

12 Oz. 
Regular or Thick

$219
EA.

DEANS' SAUSAGE 
PATTIES

30 Ct.
Family Pack

$999
EA.

KRAFT 
CHEESE

5-8 Oz. 
Selected Varieties 

4for
$10

LEWIS BAKE 
SHOP BREAD 

24 Oz. Texas Toast or 
20 Oz. Sandwich Bread

2for
$5

TOSTITOS 
DAIRY DIPS

15-17.25 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$8

GOLDEN FLAKE CHEESE 
CURL, PUFFS OR PUFF CORN
or Pork Skins 3-6 Oz. 

Selected Varieties

3for
$5

TOSTITOS 
SALSA DIPS

15.5 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

CRAV'N FLAVOR 
POTATOES

19-32 Oz.
Selected Varieties

$299
EA.

FOOD CLUB 
PEANUT BUTTER

16 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$4

ORANGE, YELLOW OR 
RED SWEET PEPPERS

Great for Stir Fry 
or Salads

$199
EA.

BLUE BELL ICE 
CREAM SANDWICHES

12 Pk. Regular 
or 16 Pk. Mini

$599
EA.

WHITE CLAW OR 
TRULY SELTZERS

12 Pk.
Cans

$1649
EA.

MICHELOB ULTRA 
OR ULTRA ZERO

12 Pk.
Cans

$1699
EA.

STELLA 
ROSA WINE

750 mL

$1199
EA.

BLUE BELL 
FROZEN BARS

12 Pk. Mooo, 
Fudge or Krunch

$499
EA.

BAREFOOT 
WINE

1.5 Liters

$1199
EA.

GROUND 
ROUND
Fresh 85% Lean

Family Pack

$599
LB.

JOHNSONVILLE
SMOKED BRATS

12-14 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$399
EA.

MALT O MEAL 
BAG CEREAL

22-30 Oz. Family Size 
Selected Varieties

$399
EA.

POWERADE 
SPORTS DRINKS

8 Pk. 
12 Oz. Bottles

2for
$9

FOOD CLUB 
MUSTARD

20 Oz.
Squeeze

$139
EA.

LITTLE DEBBIE
MINI MUFFINS

8.27-8.44 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

GREEN GIANT 
VEGETABLES

8 Oz. 
Selected Varieties 

5for
$5

MICHIGAN 
GROWN APPLES
Gala or Red Delicious

5 Lb. Bag 

$499
EA.

T-BONE
STEAK

Beef
Family Pack 

$999
LB.

BRYAN
BACON

12 Oz. 
Regular or Thick

$399
EA.

FOOD CLUB 
BUTTER

1 Lb.
Quarters

$349
EA.

BROCCOLI 
CROWNS
Great Source

of  Fiber

$249
LB.

RUFFLES OR 
TOSTITOS

5.5-10.25 Oz. or 9-14.25 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

Deli & Bakery Specials                                    Hanceville Location

KENTUCKIAN GOLD 
ROAST BEEF

Deli Sliced

$1299
LB.

CHARTER RESERVE
PEPPER JACK

Deli Sliced

$549
LB.

CHARTER RESERVE
COLBY JACK

or Smoked Gouda
Deli Sliced

$689
LB.

CHARTER RESERVE
DELI SLICED HAM

Virginia, Black Forest, Ham Off  
The Bone or Honey Sweet Baked

$849
LB.

DASANI
WATER

24 Pk. 
.5 Liter Bottles

$649
EA.

FRIED CHICKEN OR 
CHICKEN TENDERS
Fresh 8 Piece Bone-In

or 8 Piece Tenders

$899
EA.

J. SKINNER
CINNAMON ROLLS

22 Oz. 
Family Pack

$569
EA.

COCA-COLA, SPRITE 
OR MELLO YELLO

8 Pk. 
12 Oz. Bottles

2for
$12
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Cullman Diabetes Center
Are you ready to take control of your own

diabetes, but feeling overwhelmed with

where to begin? Let us help you! 

Are you ready to take control of your own
diabetes, but feeling overwhelmed with

where to begin? Let us help you! 

Our ADA accredited center offers Diabetes
Self-Management Education & Support

(DSMES) services consisting of a
comprehensive program designed to help
YOU gain the knowledge, skills, & support

YOU need to effectively manage YOUR
diabetes! We are ready to guide you every

step of the way! 

Now seeing patients at 1890 US Hwy 157

Suite 300 Cullman, Alabama 
Now seeing patients at 1890 US Hwy 157

Suite 300 Cullman, Alabama 

256-737-8038256-737-8038

Alabama State Parks kicks off Junior Park Ranger Program

Alabama State Parks 
has developed a 
new program that 
encourages young-

sters to join in the fun the 
State Parks System provides 
by becoming Junior Park 
Rangers.
	 The program is open to 
children of all ages, with ac-
tivities designed especially 
for ages 5-12. Participation is 
free. Families, school groups 
and youth organizations are 
all welcome to join. If the 
youngsters have no prior out-
door experience, the Junior 
Park Ranger Program is a 
great place to start.
	 For kids who are accus-
tomed to the outdoors, the 
program will expand their 
knowledge and appreciation 
of Alabama’s natural won-
ders.
	 “Launching Alabama’s 
first statewide Junior Park 
Ranger Program is a moment 
of deep pride and gratitude 
for our entire Parks team,” 
said Renee Raney, Alabama 
State Parks’ chief naturalist. 
	 “This program opens the 
door for children and families 
to explore all 21 State Parks as 
outdoor classrooms, building 
curiosity, stewardship and 
lasting memories together. It 
marks the beginning of a new 
chapter in how we connect 
young people to Alabama’s 
natural heritage.”
	 To get started, go to 
www.alapark.com/Junior-
ParkRanger to download the 
“Junior Park Ranger Adven-
ture Guide,” which is also 
available at any State Park. 
	 After completing the 
activities in the guide, par-
ticipants share what they’ve 
learned with a Park Ranger at 
their nearest State Park.
	 Once that is done, the 
kids receive a Certificate of 
Achievement and a Junior 
Park Ranger badge.
	 “The Junior Park Ranger 
Program is designed to con-
nect today’s youngsters with 
the outdoors in a way that 
will keep them engaged with 
activities that include ex-
ploring Alabama’s great State 
Parks,” said State Parks Di-
rector Matthew Capps.
	 “This not only engag-
es the kids, but family and 
friends will also see the en-
thusiasm these youngsters 
have for the program, which 
will encourage everyone to 
take advantage of these great 
resources at our State Parks.”
	 The mantra for the pro-
gram is “Learning happens 
on the trail!”
	 The program encourages 
the youngsters and families 
to swim, bike, paddle, fish or 

hike the more than 500 miles 
of trails in our State Parks, 
exposing the families to Al-
abama’s great diversity of 
landscapes and animals like 
white-tailed deer, rabbits and 
squirrels.
	 The program’s Passport 
Challenge encourages partic-
ipants to visit all 21 parks.
	 Once a Junior Park 
Ranger, the youngsters are 
charged with a list of respon-
sibilities that include show-
ing respect for wildlife by ob-
serving from a distance and 
never feeding wild animals; 
leaving no trace by disposing 
of waste and not disturbing 
the natural features in the 
park; and staying safe by 
using established trails and 
durable surfaces for camping 
sites.
	 Raney said the reaction 
from children, parents and 
families has exceeded expec-
tations.
	 “Children light up when 
they hold their activity guide, 
engage in the program and 
earn their badge,” Raney said.
	 “We see pride glowing 
from their smiles from the 
moment they pledge to care 
for wildlife and leave no 
trace.
	 "Parents and grandpar-
ents often tell us they’re 
pleased by how engaged their 
children are and how mean-
ingful the experience feels for 
the whole family.
	 “What’s especially heart-
warming is the intergener-
ational aspect. Park guests, 
families and park staff are 
smiling during the Junior 
Park Ranger ceremony. Par-
ents and children are plan-
ning their next adventure 
in another State Park. It’s 
an inclusive experience that 
sparks curiosity, connection, 
inspiration and stewardship 
all at once.”
	 The Junior Park Ranger 
Program enhances learning 
that is not available is your 
standard classroom setting.
	 She said teachers, home-
school families and youth 
organizations can also par-
ticipate by using the booklet 
in the classroom or by sched-
uling guided Junior Park 
Ranger field trips led by our 
Park Naturalists.
	 The real-world activities 
align naturally with science, 
technology, reading, engi-
neering, arts and math, which 
make them a meaningful 
extension of classroom learn-
ing.
	 “Our State Parks truly 
serve as outdoor classrooms, 
and what makes the Junior 
Park Ranger experience even 
more meaningful is that fam-
ilies learn together,” Raney 
said.
	 “Parents, grandparents 

and caregivers aren’t just 
watching from the sidelines. 
They’re exploring, asking 
questions and experiencing 
discovery alongside their 
children.
	 "Our Junior Park Ranger 
Program is special because it 
provides an opportunity for 
science, technology, reading, 
engineering, art and math 
(STEM/STREAM) to come 
to life in our State Parks.
	 "A lesson about ecosys-
tems becomes a hike through 
a forest. A unit on geology 
becomes a hands-on explo-
ration of caverns. Data col-
lection turns into wildlife 
observation, journaling and 
discovery. 
	 “The program is immer-
sive, statewide, inclusive, 
free and available at all 21 
Alabama State Parks, inviting 
families to deepen learning 
while building memories. 
Through adventure, curios-
ity and shared experiences, 
children discover that learn-
ing doesn’t stop when school 
ends. It simply expands into 
the natural world.”
	 Raney explains how fam-
ilies, educators and commu-
nity groups can get involved 
and what they should expect 

when they participate.
	 “Getting involved is in-
tentionally easy,” she said. 
	 “Families can download 
the free Junior Ranger activ-
ity booklet online or pick one 
up at any Alabama State Park. 
Children complete age-ap-
propriate activities during 
their visit, share what they’ve 
learned with a Park Ranger or 
Park Naturalist and earn an 
official Junior Park Ranger 
badge and Certificate of 
Achievement. No special 
equipment or prior outdoor 
experience is needed, just 
curiosity and a willingness to 
explore.”
	 Again, Raney points out 
the program is designed for 
families and youngsters to 
make memories that will last 
a lifetime.
	 “Many discover that one 
visit sparks a desire to return, 
to try the Junior Park Ranger 
Passport Challenge, or even 

to plan an overnight stay,” 
she said.
	 “Our hope is that every 
participant leaves feeling 
more connected, not only 
to nature and conservation 
but to each other and to Al-
abama’s remarkable State 
Parks.”
	 Raney said it took incred-
ible teamwork by State Parks 
staff, employees and volun-
teers to make the Junior Park 
Ranger Program possible.
	 “We are deeply thankful 
for the support of our lead-
ership team, park managers 
and dedicated statewide staff 
who believe in the power of 
education and outdoor expe-
riences,” she said.
	 “We’re also grateful to 
the Alabama State Parks 
Foundation and the Bronco 
Wild Fund Grant through 
America’s State Parks for in-
vesting in our children and 
our parks.”

	 Raney said the goal of the 
program is to become a gate-
way to more youth pursuing 
outdoor recreation activities 
and conservation careers as 
well as stronger family con-
nections, healthier lifestyles 
and a deeper appreciation of 
Alabama’s natural heritage.
	 “If a single visit inspires a 
child to explore science, en-
gineering, art or ecology, or 
encourages a family to turn a 
day trip into an overnight stay 
or a camping experience or 
leads them to explore other 
State Parks in Alabama and 
beyond, then we know we’re 
building something that will 
last,” she said.
	 “Junior Park Rangers 
today become stewards to-
morrow, and that’s an invest-
ment worth celebrating.”
	 Visit www.alapark.com to 
discover the many opportu-
nities to explore the beautiful 
Alabama State Parks.

David Rainer
Ala. Dept. of Conservation and Nat. Resources

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Oak Mountain State Park Ranger Alex Massey administers the pledge to become an official Junior Park Ranger.
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Obituary Announcements: Jan. 24-26
Alton Keith Garnett
Mr. Alton Keith Garnett, 
70, of Falkville passed 
away Sunday, Jan. 18, 
2026, at Decatur Morgan 
Hospital. No services are 
announced at this time. 
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
family. Mr. Garnett was 
born Sept. 25, 1955, to 
Alton B. Garnett and 
Hilda Mae Angle Garnett. 
He loved racing and really 
enjoyed watching his 
grandson race. He was 
an electrician for many 
years. He loved his family 
and his dog, Benji.  He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents; his brother, 
Gary Joe Garnett; his 
sister, Pearlee Travis; 
and a daughter, Wanda 
Garnett. Survivors 
include his daughter, 
Alisha Speakman 
(Shannon Orr); brother, 
Frankie Garnett; sister, 
Kelley Thornton; 
grandchildren, Ethan 
Orr (Jessica), Trenton 
Orr; family and friends. 
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
c u l l m a n f u n e r a l h o m e .
com. 

Rodney William Marks
Funeral services for 
Rodney William Marks, 
52, of Logan, were held 
at noon on Friday, Jan. 
23, 2026, at Cullman 
Funeral Home Chapel 
with interment in New 
Mt. Zion Cemetery, 

Bro. Shannon Caudle 
officiating. The family 
received friends at the 
funeral home from 11 
a.m.-noon prior to the 
service. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to serve 
the family. Rodney passed 
away Tuesday, Jan. 20, 
2026, at his residence. He 
was born Oct. 30, 1973, to 
Roger Dale and Dorothy 
Jean Hart Marks. He 
loved working outdoors 
and working on farm 
equipment. He loved 
riding his motorcycle. He 
was always smiling and 
happy and had a big heart . 
He was preceded in death 
by his grandparents, 
Hugh Lee and Arvie Lee 
Marks; father, Roger 
Marks; uncles, Larry 
Marks, Phillip Marks. 
Survivors include his 
mother, Dorothy Jean 
Marks; uncles, Marty 
Marks, Michael (Becky) 
Marks; aunt, Kathy 
(Jackie) Caudle; sister, 
Angela (Joseph) DeBoer; 
nieces, Alyssa and Emma 
DeBoer; nephew, Elijah 
DeBoer; a host of cousins, 
family and friends. 
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
c u l l m a n f u n e r a l h o m e .
com. 

Timothy Wayne Cosper
Memorial service is 
incomplete at this time 
for Timothy Cosper, 70, 
of Falkville. Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored 

to serve the family. Mr. 
Cosper passed away 
Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2026, 
at CRMC. He was born 
Nov. 12, 1955, to William 
Howard and Lula Mae 
Seckfort Cosper. He was a 
very talented painter and 
carpenter and took great 
pride in his work. He was 
an Alabama football fan 
and loved classic rock, 
especially Led Zeppelin. 
In his younger years he 
enjoyed water skiing. 
He loved his family very 
much.  He was preceded 
in death by his parents; 
his brother, Larry 
Cosper; and the mother 
of his children, Kathryn 
Mitchell. Survivors 
include his two daughters, 
Lindsay Schmale, 
Brittney Cosper (Emily 
King); three brothers, 
Tommy (Charlotte) 
Cosper, Frankie Cosper, 
Randy (Elizabeth) 
Cosper; sister, Linette 
Cosper; grandchildren, 
Caleb (Jacy) Schmale, 
Cohen Scott, Kylen 
King, Brodie Robertson; 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
River Schmale, Mazie 
Schmale; and a host of 
nieces, nephews, family 
and friends. Friends 
may sign the online 
guestbook at www.
c u l l m a n f u n e r a l h o m e .
com. 

Stewart Victor Burden
Stewart Victor Burden, 
68, of Addison, passed 

away Wednesday, Jan. 21, 
2026, at his residence. 
No services are planned 
at this time. Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the family. 
Stewart was born Oct. 
22, 1957, to Hascal Doyle 
and Annie Myrle Hogan 
Burden. He was a heavy 
equipment operator, 
loved hunting and 
cooking, and he always 
wanted to feed everyone. 
He was a wonderful 
brother, husband, father 
and grandfather. He loved 
his family and friends. 
Stewart had a wonderful 
sense of humor and he 
loved his dog, Button.  He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents; a brother-in-
law, Randy Barnes; and 
his nephew, Benjamin 
Barnes. Survivors include 
his wife, Renda Burden; 
sons, Isaac (Anna Kate) 
Lancaster, Caleb Gregory; 
daughter, Elizabeth 
(Adam) Richards; sisters, 
Patina Bright, Chiquita 
Barnes; grandchildren, 
Wesley Richards, Skylar 
Cleghorn, Jake Burden, 
Nicole St. John, Jordan 
Roberts and a host of 
nieces, nephews, family 
and friends. Friends 
may sign the online 
guestbook at www.
c u l l m a n f u n e r a l h o m e .
com. 

Roger Dale Bowen, Sr. 
(updated)
A Memorial Visitation 

for Roger Dale Bowen, 
Sr., age 69 of Vinemont, 
will be Saturday, Feb. 7, 
2026, from noon-1 p.m. 
at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home.  Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements.  Mr. Bowen 
passed away on Sunday, 
Dec. 28, 2025, at Cullman 
Regional.  Survivors 
include his son, Roger 
Dale Bowen, Jr. (Carolyn 
Shipe); significant other, 
Kathy Diane Culwell; 
stepson, Michael Calwell 
and stepdaughter, Kaylee 
Culwell; grandchildren, 
Destiny Bowen (Stephen 
S t a m p e r ) , K e a r s t y n 
Sikora-Bowen (Ian), 
Jacob Shipe, Gabriel 
Bowen, Kyan Bowen 
and Greyson Bowen; 
grand grandchild, Slayde 
Stamper; sister, Christine 
Hale (Benny) and a host 
of nieces and nephews.  
Roger Dale Bowen Sr. was 
a man whose presence 
brought lightness, 
laughter and an easy calm 
wherever he went. Known 
for his steady, upbeat 
spirit, Roger had a rare 
ability to make people 
feel at ease, often with a 
joke, a grin or a perfectly 
timed laugh. Roger loved 
the simple joys of life. He 
found peace on the water 
while fishing, content 
with a rod in hand and 
time moving slowly. 
Music was another great 
love of his, especially 

singing karaoke, where 
he truly shined. Roger 
had a creative streak that 
showed in his favorite 
pastime of turning 
familiar songs into funny, 
made-up versions that 
never failed to bring 
laughter to those around 
him. He was a natural 
tinkerer who enjoyed 
working on small engines, 
always curious and always 
fixing or improving 
something. When he 
was not doing that, he 
could often be found 
riding his motorcycle, 
most notably his Honda 
Shadow, enjoying the 
freedom of the open 
road. Roger spent much 
of his career as a truck 
driver, primarily hauling 
gas. He took pride in his 
work and approached it 
with the same reliability 
and calm demeanor that 
defined the rest of his 
life.  What people will 
remember most about 
Roger is his energy. He 
was almost always in a 
good mood, quick to joke, 
and genuinely loved to 
laugh. His humor was 
easy, his presence was 
calming and being around 
him brought a sense of 
comfort and peace.  Roger 
Dale Bowen Sr. leaves 
behind memories filled 
with music, laughter 
and kindness. He will 
be deeply missed and 
lovingly remembered by 
all who knew him. 

FREE OBITUARY LISTINGS
HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US

Email: obits@cullmantribune.com
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Hanceville 
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BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

I think some make 
themselves appear as 
a “good person,” but 
what really defines 

us as that? Are you a good 
person because the good you 
do outweighs the bad? With 
that logic – are you a bad 
person because you do more 
bad things than you do any-
thing else? 
	 I don’t think people are 
good or bad. I think we just 
are. To be human is to have 
faults and to also have admi-
rable attributes. That is the 
nature of being human, but 
just like all things there has 

to be balance. 
	 A group can host a free 
meal for a local community 
and some may sing praises 
about them. They applaud 
how they catered to those 
around them and they may 
even label them as saints. In 
the eyes of those people, they 
are good. 
	 Others may see what they 
have done in the presence of 
cameras and publicity after-
ward. They may think that 
good things, if truly meant to 
be good for the sake of being 
good, don’t need acknowl-
edgement. Some say that if 
a “good” thing can’t just be 
done and go unspoken, then 
it isn’t a good thing. 

	 However there are those 
who are just glad a good thing 
can be done, despite the 
intent. It all comes down to 
the eye of the beholder. 
	 So if we are not in control 
of how people perceive us, 
why do we try so hard to alter 
their opinions of us? Are we 
that afraid to be at fault or to 
have insecurities? Is being 
human so difficult that we 
have to tip the scale one way 
or another to be defined as 
anything?
	 At the end of the day we 
all want to be loved and to be 
home with the people we care 
about.
	 And to be cared about in 
return. The people we love 

dearly see us for the good 
things and the bad things we 

do and love us anyway. It is 
their perception of us that 

matters, but mostly our own 
perception of ourselves. 

OP-ED

A good person
Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

Every year, people 
create New Year’s 
resolutions. As the 
beginning of the 

year approaches these are 
goals commonly set to sup-
port their “New Year, new me” 
journey. There is excitement 
in making these promises to 
yourself, but many times it can 
discourage us when our focus 
starts to waver. 
	 The issue with these res-
olutions is we often try to 
reinvent ourselves instead of 
improving. So when we start to 
stray from it we are disappoint-
ed. With that disappointment 
comes abandonment. The fire 
burns out almost as quickly as 
it was ignited. The fault is not 
in resolutions themselves, but 
the extent of them. If you’re an 
antisocial night owl and set a 
resolution to become an early 

bird chatterbox, you probably 
won’t have the best time stick-
ing to it. 
	 This tradition has grown in 
popularity with the emergence 
of time-based challenges like 
"75 Hard." While these aren’t 
bad things to try, it has caused a 
ripple effect in individuals who 
don’t see these as temporary 
challenges. No one should have 
to wake up at 5 a.m. every day, 
be the epitome of peak health 
and have a perfectly planned-
out daily routine on day one. 
	 Human beings do best 
with routine, but I, personally, 
think it’s best to start small and 
simple. Gradually expose your-
self to the routine. If you want 
to start waking up at 5 in the 
morning, wake up earlier and 
earlier every day for one week 
and ease into it.
	 If you struggle to do it, take 
a better look at your sleep rou-
tine. If you normally play on 
your phone before bed, that 

can stimulate you and disrupt 
your sleeping pattern. Start 
small and try reading a book 
before bed. 
	 Do you want to lose weight 
this year or improve your over-
all health? Start by cutting out 
things like sugary beverages. 
Once you’ve cleared your kid-
neys and water doesn’t taste 
like backwash, start cutting 
out junk foods and so on! It 
is a process and the success 
rate can differ from person to 
person.
	 The issue with resolutions 
isn’t the resolution making 
itself! It’s the idea that improv-
ing yourself means being an 
entirely different person. And 
also the idea that your reso-
lution has to change or reset 
at the beginning of the year. 
Change happens with consis-
tency! If you continue to make 
improvements to yourself, you 
will continue to see the fruits 
of your labor. 

OP-ED

Continuing your resolutions
Chasady Woods
chasady@cullmantribune.com
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GMC DEALER OF THE YEARGMC DEALER OF THE YEAR
7 YEARS IN A ROW!7 YEARS IN A ROW!

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

ALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALER

Celebrate the

Savings With 
Celebrate the
Savings With 

Bill’s Deals!Bill’s Deals!
WAS $32,275

NOW $25,990

EcoTec 1.3L Turbo Engine
19" Gloss Black Aluminum Wheels
Power Liftgate
Remote Entry

2025 Buick 
Encore GX
Sport Touring

STK# 64153

�

SAVE
$6,285

WAS $98,430

NOW $89,930

6.6L Duramax V8 Turbo Diesel Engine
Alpine Umber Leather
16-Way Power Front Seats with Lumbar Adjust
X31 Off-Road Package
20" Machined Aluminum Wheels
Front /Rear Park Assist

2026 GMC 
Sierra 2500 HD
Denali Ultimate
STK# 68068

�

SAVE
$8,500

�

SAVE
$4,600

WAS $48,590

NOW $43,990

20" Alloy Wheels
Blind Spot Monitor
2.5L Turbo Charged Engine
Remote Entry/Remote
Start

2026 Buick
Enclave
Preferred
STK# 64085

�

SAVE
$5,705

WAS $61,105

NOW $55,400

Super Cruise
2.5L DOHC Engine
20" Machined Aluminum
Wheels
Leather
Enhanced Automatic Parking
Assist

2026 GMC
Acadia Denali
STK# 68249

�

SAVE
$13,700

WAS $66,685

NOW $52,985

5.3L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
Remote Entry/Remote Start
Leather
18" 6-Spoke Machined
Aluminum Wheels
Bose Premium 7 Speaker
Sound System

2026 GMC
Sierra 1500
SLT
STK# 68357

�

SAVE
$14,513

WAS $87,505

NOW $72,992

6.2L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
Alpine Umber Leather
Super Cruise
Heads-Up Display
Front/Rear Park Assist

2026 GMC
Sierra 1500
Denali
Ultimate
STK# 68503

�

SAVE
$2,855

WAS $28,080

NOW $25,225

1.2L EcoTec Turbo Engine
Illuminated Entry
Power Liftgate
17" Painted Aluminum
Wheels
Keyless Entry

2026 Buick
Envista
Preferred
STK# 64100

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

A/T and L/T included (New Excluded)
No Size Restrictions!

... IN THAT
WHILE WE
WERE YET
SINNERS

CHRIST DIED
FOR US.

ROMANS 5:8

MICHELIN
PRICES

SLASHED!

COLLEGE TIRE SALE 
HIGH-TREAD AND ALL

USED TIRES 30% OFF!

HIGH-TREAD AND ALL
USED TIRES 30% OFF!

315 Main St. NW, Hanceville

Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri – 8 AM - 5:30 PM

Weds – 8 AM - 12 PM

Sat – 8 AM - 2 PM

315 Main St. NW, Hanceville
Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri – 8 AM - 5:30 PM

Weds – 8 AM - 12 PM
Sat – 8 AM - 2 PM

The Lincoln Lawyer 
is back with the 
eighth novel of 
the Mickey Haller 

(Lincoln Lawyer) series. 
	 Mickey Haller is the 
half-brother of Harry Bosch, 
a Los Angeles homicide de-
tective. The Harry Bosch 
series has 24 books. Harry 
met his father when he was 
an adult and is surprised 
to find out that he has a 
half-brother. 
	 Mickey was 5 years old 
when they met and later fol-
lows his father’s footsteps 
and becomes a defense attor-
ney. Mickey’s mother is from 
Mexico and Mickey spent 
much of his youth living in 
Mexico. Most of what Mickey 
knows about his father is 
from law books.
	 Mickey gets his nickname 
from his preference of work-
ing from the back of a Lincoln 
Town Car instead of an office. 
	 Harry and Mickey’s paths 
cross during the two series. 
The contrast between the 
two characters adds a lot of 
interest to the novels.
	 One of Michael Connel-

ly’s other characters, Jack 
McEvoy, is a reporter and  is 
helping with a case in hopes 
of gathering material for a 
book about artificial intelli-
gence.
	 Connelly often has his 
various characters in the 
same novel.
	 In “Proving Ground,” 
Mickey has left criminal de-
fense work and is now has 
turned to public interest 
litigation by filing a lawsuit 
against an AI company.
	 The novel addresses the 
new chat bot technology that 
does not have any safeguards 
for the young impressionable 
audience.
	 The chatbot, called Clair, 
was developed as a compan-
ion for lonely teens. 
	 Aaron Colton murders 
his girlfriend Rebecca Ran-
dolph after she breaks up 
with him. The lawsuit al-
leges the chatbot encouraged 
Aaron to kill Rebecca.
	 The parents of both teens 
have filed a lawsuit against 
the company hoping for both 
a confession of wrongdoing 
and a financial award.
	 The company’s founder 
Victor Wendt promises the 
stockholders that the case 

will go away quietly and he is 
determined to settle the case 
to avoid damage to the com-
pany’s profits.
	 “Proving Ground” is a 
fast-paced legal drama and 
is full of suspense. Both legal 
teams use computer technol-
ogy to spy on each other and 
try to hide evidence and po-
tential witnesses. AI is a hot 
topic now.
	 The novel is well re-
searched and full of informa-
tion I was unaware of. The 
novel is very educational to 
those of us who are not up to 
date on AI.
	 It is obvious we need 
more safeguards in place to 
protect impressionable teens 
who might be  depressed 
and/or lonely or be the vic-
tims of bullying.
	 Michael Connelly is an 
American author of detec-
tive novels and other crime 
fiction. He is the bestselling 
author of 38 novels and one 
work of non-fiction. He has 
sold over 74 million copies 
worldwide and they have 
been translated into 40 lan-
guages. I have not read all 
38 novels, but I have read at 
least 30 of them. I highly rec-
ommend his books.

BOOK REVIEW

‘Proving Ground’ by Michael Connelly
Cathy Lay Mayor
Contributor




