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*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.

WAS $59,415

NOW $50,915

17" Machined Aluminum Wheels
6.6L V8 Engine
X31 Off-Road Package
5th Wheel & Gooseneck Wiring
Provisions

2025 GMC 
Sierra 2500
HD

STK# 58946

��

SAVE
$8,500

MOSTLY CLOUDY THEN SHOWERS

WEATHER
55 35

SOURCE: WEATHER.GOV
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COLD SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL XC & TF/FACEBOOK

– SPORTS –

Cold Springs wins 
runner-up 1A-3A girls 
title, five local schools 

compete at State 
Championships
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Cold. Bold. Cullman.

Brave participants hit the water in the 2026 Polar Bear Plunge in Cullman on Saturday, Jan. 31.
MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

CULLMAN, Ala. — Brave 
– very brave – participants 
jumped into icy waters for a 
great cause Saturday morn-
ing, Jan. 31. 
	 It was a balmy 18 degrees 
(with windchills clocking in 
just below zero!), when the 
annual Polar Bear Plunge 
took place at WildWater 
and the Cullman Wellness 
& Aquatic Center. Did we 
mention there was snow 
falling??
	 Despite frigid tempera-
tures and icy conditions on 
the pool deck, just over 100 

people registered to take the 
plunge (into the 31-degree 
pool), raising funds for Spe-
cial Olympics of Alabama. 
	 The Polar Bear Plunge 
gives participants the op-
portunity to donate directly 
to Special Olympics pro-
grams that serve athletes 
across the state, said Wild-
Water General Manager Mi-
chael Schwitek.
	 “Anything that partici-
pants donate stays within 
the state of Alabama. We’re 
not a middleman in it. One 
hundred percent of the do-
nations go straight to Spe-
cial Olympics.”     
	 Schwitek said organiz-

ers were initially concerned 
about turnout due to the 
weather, especially with 
snow and ice creating cold-
er-than-usual conditions. 
Unlike previous years, when 
ice was added to the water 
to heighten the challenge, 
Mother Nature did the job 
this time. 
	 “The atmosphere is very 
exciting,” Schwitek said Sat-
urday morning. “People are 
excited, but also nervous. 
Last year it was warm, so 
this was a completely differ-
ent environment.” 
	 Schwitek, who has 
worked in parks and water 
parks for more than 20 

years, said his familiarity 
with similar events across 
the country inspired his in-
volvement. He added that 
participants are often moti-
vated by both the cause and 
the unique experience. 
	 “It’s for a good cause,” he 
said. “There are also health 
benefits to cold-water expo-
sure in limited amounts, and 
it makes for a great photo 
opportunity.”      
	 Saturday’s plunge 
marked the fifth consecutive 
year CWAC has hosted the 
event. Organizers confirmed 
plans are already in place to 
continue the tradition next 
year.

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com
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GARDEN CITY, Ala. — The 
Town of Garden City has 
been awarded $520,000 in 
federal funding to support 
improvements to its water 
system. 
	 The funding, according 
to U.S. Rep. Robert Aderholt, 
R-Alabama, was awarded 

through the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s 
Community Grants program. 
The grant is intended to 
strengthen local water infra-
structure and help ensure 
access to safe, reliable water 
service.      
	 Aderholt said the invest-
ment will help Garden City 
modernize its water system 
and support long-term 

growth in the area.      
	 The project does not re-
quire any matching funds 
from the Town, according to 
Garden City Town Clerk Amy 
Black. If additional fund-
ing were needed, it would 
come from the Town’s utility 
system rather than the gener-
al fund.      
	 Black said the grant will 
be used to expand Garden 

City’s water system into parts 
of Blount County, allowing 
new customers in that area 
to receive a more adequate 
water supply.
	 The project is an expan-
sion of the system and is not 
intended to address existing 
service issues.     
	 Current Garden City 
water customers should not 
expect any changes as a result 

of the project. Black said 
residents already connected 
to the system will not expe-
rience service interruptions, 
and the expansion will not 
affect water rates now or in 
the future.      
	 No timeline has been es-
tablished for when construc-
tion will begin, and Town of-
ficials said additional details 
will be released 

Garden City awarded $520K EPA grant for water system expansion
Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com
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Valentine events

Looking for fun ways to 
celebrate Valentine’s 
Day with your loved ones 
this year? You’re in luck! 

Cullman has a full list of events 
throughout February, with some-
thing for couples, friends and fam-
ilies alike. From cozy date nights 
to festive community dances, 
there are plenty of opportunities 
to make memories and share the 
love. Mark your calendars and get 
ready to celebrate all month long!

30th Annual Big Band Dance
•	 Friday, Feb. 6, from 7-9 p.m. 
at Loft 212. Swing the night away! 
Featuring the Cullman High 
School Jazz Band. Admission is 
$10 per person. It’s a perfect Val-
entine’s event for all ages. Enjoy 
great jazz and plenty of chances to 
dance. 212 Fourth St. SW, Cullman

Galentine’s Wine Dinner
•	 Monday, Feb. 9, at 5:30 p.m. 
at Jubilee Kitchen + Bar. Gather 
your girlfriends and enjoy food, 
wine and sweet memories togeth-
er. Tickets are also available for 
dinner and non-alcoholic mock-
tails. 515 Fourth St. SW, Suite 101, 
Cullman
•	 Link to tickets:  https://ti-
nyurl.com/f7vt53wt

Girl Dinner: Galentine’s at The 
Grille at Trident Marina
•	 Thursday, Feb. 12, from 6-9 
p.m. at The Grille at Trident 
Marina. A sparkling evening 
featuring live music by Antonio 
Woodruff, permanent jewelry by 
Anisa Rollo, curated wine tastings, 
specialty cocktails, charcuterie 
boards, carpaccio and a limited 
specialty menu designed for shar-
ing. While the night is inspired 
by the girls, everyone’s welcome! 
Friends, partners or even the kids! 
21680 County Road 222, Crane 
Hill

Valentine’s Day at The Grille at 
Trident Marina
Saturday, Feb. 14, from 10:30 
a.m.-8 p.m. at The Grille at Trident 
Marina. Celebrate Valentine’s Day 
with a beautiful lakeside view, 
great food, amazing drinks and a 
romantic atmosphere. In addition 
to the regular menu, there are a 
few Valentine's-inspired specials 
and cocktails crafted just for the 
occasion. Indoor and patio seating 
(heaters on with weather permit-
ting) will be available. No reser-
vations required. 21680 County 
Road 222, Crane Hill

Valentine’s Dinner at Goat 
Island Brewing
Saturday, Feb. 14, at 5:30 p.m. 
at Goat Island Brewing. A cozy 

evening of food and live music. 
Valentine’s Day specials catered 
by Smokin Joe’s BBQ, including a 
prime rib dinner or pork tender-
loin dinner, both served with three 
sides and dessert. Guests can enjoy 
green beans, loaded mashed pota-
toes or smoked mac and cheese, 
followed by cheesecake topped 
with cherry or strawberry. Live 
music by The Natchez Trace Band 
from 7–11. Reservations are pre-
ferred and can be made by calling 
the taproom or stopping by the bar. 
1646 John H Cooper Dr. SE, Cull-
man, 256-747-5556

Valentine’s Day Love Party at 
Elks Lodge
Saturday, Feb. 14, at 6 p.m. at the 
Cullman Elks Lodge. An unforget-
table evening of romance, music 
and tasty food! Live music by The 
Hutch Edwards Band and the per-
fect opportunity to dance the night 
away. Dinner is served from 6-8. 
$50 per couple includes dinner for 
two. Choice of prime rib or chick-
en with cream sauce served with 
salad, scalloped potatoes, green 
beans and rolls. $10 cover charge 
(no dinner). All dinners must be 
pre-ordered by Feb. 7. Contact the 
Elks Lodge for more information. 
1609 Brantley Ave. NW, Cullman, 
256-734-9943

Ethos Speed Dating
•	 Saturday, Feb. 14, 7-9 p.m. at 
Ethos Craft Brewing. Meet new 
friends or potential partners while 
enjoying craft beers. 1849 County 
Road 222, Cullman
•	 Sign up link: https://tinyurl.
com/5cxjhpw2 

Napa Valley Night of Romance 
Wine Dinner
•	 Monday, Feb. 16, at 5:30 p.m. 
at Jubilee Kitchen + Bar. Couldn’t 
go out on Valentine’s Day? Not 
to worry! Intimate wine dinner 
inspired by the beauty and sophis-
tication of Napa, featuring excep-
tional wines from Black Stallion 
Winery. The evening will feature a 
curated course, rich conversation 
and a perfectly romantic setting 
for couples looking to extend the 
Valentine's Day magic. 515 Fourth 
St. SW, Suite 101, Cullman
•	 Tickets: Call 256-735-4175

Valentine’s Day Permanent Jew-
elry Pop Up at Bloom Winery
•	 Friday, Feb. 20, from 6-8 p.m. 
at Bloom Winery.  Stop by for per-
manent jewelry by Spark Perma-
nent Jewelry and enjoy a dinner 
of wood-fired pizza and flavorful 
wines! 1849 County Road 222, 
Cullman

9am-4pm

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Feb. 2

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Feb. 2, 2026. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
Jan. 29
•	 harassment; College Dr. 
NE
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; possession of drug par-
aphernalia; 2nd Ave. SW
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 
278W
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 1107
•	 violation of protection 
order; CR 388
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 
69N
•	 theft of property; CR 109
•	 possession of controlled 
substance; possession of drug 
paraphernalia; CR 617

Jan. 30
•	 domestic violence; CR 
578
•	 criminal mischief; theft of 
property; CR 1725
•	 animal cruelty; CR 522
•	 domestic violence; CR 
587
•	 reckless endangerment; 
menacing; CR 1564
•	 theft of property; CR 1102
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; Hwy. 157
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia; Hwy. 278E

Jan. 31
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 
278E
•	 reckless endangerment; 
Pine Ln. SE
•	 harassment; CR 565

Feb. 1
•	 menacing; CR 1866
•	 possession of controlled 
substance; possession of drug 
paraphernalia; CR 222
•	 theft of property; CR 670
•	 dog bite; CR 1225
•	 dog bite; Hwy. 91
•	 permitting dogs to run at 
large; CR 283

ARRESTS
Jan. 29 – Feb. 1
Bell, Leslie H.; 49
•	 theft-miscellaneous

Bentley, Jonah N.; 36
•	 operating vehicle without 
insurance
•	 driving while license sus-
pended
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Brant, Jared L.; 47
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 FTA – possession of syn-
thetic narcotic
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia (2 counts)
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs (2 counts)
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree

Compton, Patty L.; 44
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Cunningham, Landon M.; 
20
•	 driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol and/or 0.08 
percent or more by weight of 
alcohol in blood

Eason, Gary J.; 31
•	 burglary-residence-force

Evans, Winter D.; 42
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Ford, Julius G.; 32
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Green, Vallie D.; 39
•	 unlawful act by prisoners
•	 assault-aggravated as-
sault non-family-strong arm

Hawkins, Paul F.; 52
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs (2 counts)
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 possession of drug para-

phernalia
•	 tampering with physical 
evidence
•	 promote prison contra-
band (drugs)

Hernandez, Jonathan C.; 25
•	 driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol and/or 0.08 
percent or more by weight of 
alcohol in blood

Jacobs, Jenny M.; 53
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree

Johnson, Albert L.; 43
•	 unlawful act by prisoners
•	 assault-aggravated as-
sault non-family-strong arm

Jones, Christy L.; 50
•	 FTA – driving while sus-
pended, revoked or canceled 
(2 counts)
•	 FTA – failure to dim lights
•	 FTA – improper tag light
•	 FTA – display of invalid 
insurance
•	 FTA – open container-al-
cohol in a vehicle

Kreps, Steven J.; 33
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Lang, Adam W.; 44
•	 FTA – driving while sus-
pended, revoked or canceled
•	 FTA – improper tail 
lights-trailer

Martin, Mitchell W.; 45
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Massey, Corina L.; 25
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 tampering with physical 
evidence

May, Austin L.; 29
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family

Pack, Martie D.; 65
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs

Reid, James W.; 32
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Ross, Justin W.; 30
•	 FTA – driving while sus-
pended, revoked or canceled

Smith, Jonathan K.; 51
•	 unlawful act by prisoners
•	 assault-aggravated as-
sault non-family-strong-arm

Stewart, David R.; 51
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs

Swann, Michael D.; 61
•	 burglary-residence-force

Turrentine, Austin E.; 25
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – homicide-man-
slaughter-non-family other 
weapon

Whitfield, Nathan W.; 43
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 tampering with physical 
evidence
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Wilson, Eric L.; 55
•	 DUI (controlled sub-
stances)

Wright, Randy L.; 29
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Yarbrough, Taylor C.; 36
•	 violation of a domestic vi-
olence protection order
•	 assault-domestic-menac-
ing-gun

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Jan. 31
•	 burglary-3rd degree; 
person; Old Bolte Rd. SE

Feb. 1
•	 theft of property-2nd 
degree; Taco Bell; cash; 2nd 
Ave. SW

ARRESTS
Jan. 30-31
Jacobs, Jenny M.; 53
•	 FTA – DUI (2 counts)
•	 FTA – insurance violation
•	 FTA – driving on wrong 
side of road

Chandler, Steven I.; 35
•	 FTA – fail to register vehi-
cle
•	 FTA – switched tag

Stewart, David R.; 51
•	 FTA – insurance violation

Hand, Kelsea R.; 19
•	 FTA – insurance violation

Jones, Christy L.; 50
•	 FTA – insurance violation
•	 FTA – driving without li-
cense

Wright, Randy L.; 29
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Garcia, Carlos C.; 48
•	 public intoxication
•	 persons forbidden to pos-
sess pistol

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

Chasady Woods
chasady@cullmantribune.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

The Poetry of Recovery: Re-
covery Support Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 514 
Cleveland Ave. SW in Cullman. 
Facebook/The Poetry of Recov-
ery. Contact Jeff at 727-542-
6413 or John at 256-636-0612.

Cullman County Historical 
Society Meetings
We meet the fourth Sunday 
of the month from 2-4 p.m. at 
the Cullman County Museum. 
Each meeting features a specif-
ic program or speaker. Join us!

Attention Senior Citizens
If you are 60 or over, please 
come to the Cullman Senior 
Center at 1539 Sportsman Lake 
Road NW and have some fun 
with us and eat lunch. Good 
fun, good friends and good 
food. Different things going on 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-
noon. Volunteers needed to de-
liver meals to homebound. Call 
Commission on Aging for info. 
256-734-1241.  

Cullman County Republican 
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman 
VFW. President Cathi Brad-
ford: “We are going to begin 
training to track legislation 
in Montgomery. If you need 
information, you can directly 
message me on Facebook.” Full 
meals at 5:30. Meetings start 
at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 9 
a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 p.m. We 
are located at 1503 Second St. 
SW, Cullman (in the Housing 
Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support 
Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Al-
abama Career Center, 1201 
Katherine St. NW in Cullman. 
Contact Olivia Wade, case man-
ager, at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station next to the 
town’s park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a bag, 
and for $40 a shopper can fill 
a large box. Some of the items 
of greater value will require a 
larger donation. There will be 
some restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash and 
checks accepted. Proceeds will 
be used for park improvements 
and capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Episco-
pal Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone num-
bers: 256-347-1097, 256-841-
2209 or 256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Nazarene, 
5415 Alabama Highway 157. 
CLOSED literature study. 
Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings

Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the 
Donald E. Green Adult Active 
Center, 1625 Cleveland Ave. 
SW. The first meeting is free. 
TOPS, a national program, is a 
hands-on/pounds-off approach 
to weight loss and management 
through weekly meetings pro-
viding information, account-
ability, support and encour-
agement where you make the 
changes that make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fel-
lowship for those affected by 
someone else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our expe-
riences, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope by 
letting others know that they 
are not alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. 
We Respect Your Anonymity. 
Our program is not a religious 
one, but a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family Life 
Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don 
or Nancy McKenzie 256-736-
3327 or 256-736-3470 for more 
information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups 
are a fellowship of friends and 
family whose lives have been af-
fected by alcoholism. The Cull-
man Serenity Al-Anon Group 
meets each Monday at noon at 
1519 St. Joseph Dr. NE. There is 
also a Zoom meeting each Tues-
day at noon. The Courage to 
Change Al-Anon Family Group 
meets on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at 
Grace Episcopal Church at 305 
Arnold St. NE in the Carriage 
House, located between the 
church and the Arnold House 
on the corner. For more infor-
mation call 256-734-2231 or 
256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cull-
man
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcullman@
gmail.com
• FB-Spirit Life Church Cull-
man
• Wednesday, Feb. 4 – 7 p.m. 
Children and youth classes.  
Adult worship, teaching and 
testimonies in the sanctuary. 
Free pizza at 6:30. Van runs in 
the 5 Points Area 5:15-5:30. Call 
Betty Hays at 256-338-3728 for 
pickup. 
• Friday, Feb. 6 – Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and testi-
monies. Hurts, habits and hang-
ups are a part of everyone's life. 
Come and see how to overcome 
these and more! Dinner at 6 
p.m. Meeting starts at 6:30. 
Childcare provided.
• Sunday, Feb. 8 – 8:15 a.m. 
Van runs in 5 Points Area. Call 
Betty Hays at 256-338-3728 
for pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. 
Bible study classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10. Praise 
and worship and message by 
Pastor Bobby Dodd at 11. Heal-
ing service at 5 p.m.

Shirley Burden Public Li-
brary in Hanceville
Families are joining the library 
for fun and programs! The li-
brary is open Tuesday-Friday 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. (closed from noon-1 
p.m.) and Saturdays from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Join us on Facebook 
for weekly details or please feel 
free to call us at 256-352-0685. 
• Tuesday, Feb. 3, at 11 a.m. 
Spanish class with Alejandra 
Pena
• Wednesday, Feb. 4, at 10 a.m. 
Storytime with Valentine card 
making, led by Angelyn Riggs
• Wednesday, Feb. 11, at 10 a.m. 
Storytime with Rachel McFar-
land leading the children’s Val-
entine Party 
• Tuesday, Feb. 17, at 11 a.m. 
Spanish class with Alejandra 
Pena
• Wednesday, Feb. 18, at 10 a.m. 
Storytime with Melissa Porter
• Wednesday, Feb. 25, at 10 
a.m. North Alabama Agriplex 
storytime and book club led by 
Briana Taylor
• Saturday, March 14, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Hanceville Irish 
Festival and BOOK SALE 

30th Annual Big Band Dance
Friday, Feb. 6, from 7-9 p.m. at 
Loft 212. Swing the night away! 
Featuring the Cullman High 
School Jazz Band. Admission is 
$10 per person.

Heartland Quilt Guild Meet-
ing
Thursday, Feb. 12, at 6 p.m. at 
Christ Covenant Church, 1310 
Saint Joseph Dr. NW in Cull-
man. Quilters of all experience 
levels are welcome.

Cullman Area Chamber 
Foundation Mardi Gras 
Parade & Gumbo Cook-Off 
Saturday, Feb. 14, at 1 p.m. in 
the Art District (Fourth Street 
Southwest and Cotton Creek 
area). This family friendly 
event will feature a colorful 
Mardi Gras parade, followed 
by a gumbo cook-off showcas-
ing teams competing for best 
gumbo and community pride. 
Attendees can enjoy delicious 
gumbo tastings, festive décor, 
live music and the vibrant 
energy of Mardi Gras right here 
in Cullman! Grab your beads, 
bring your friends and family 
and join us in the Art District.

Vinemont Valentine’s Day-
Themed Senior Community 
Luncheon 
Monday, Feb. 16, from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the Vinemont Com-
munity Center, 88 Ridgeway 
St. Candlelight Valentine’s 
luncheon, with pasta, salad 
and bread. Door prizes. Rodger 
Walling will be sharing the his-
tory of Vinemont and encourag-
ing seniors to share memories 
of Vinemont. For more infor-
mation, visit www.facebook.
com/townofsouthvinemont or 
call 256-737-5311. Free. Open 
to all seniors across the county. 
 
21st Annual Empty Bowls of 
Cullman County Chili Dinner
Monday, Feb. 16, from 4-6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church in Cullman. Dine in 
or carry out. The evening will 
feature chili prepared by Two 
Guys, grilled cheese sandwich-
es, handmade pottery bowls and 
a silent auction. Guests will also 
enjoy Southern gospel music by 
Brian Westbrook & the Misfits 
and Enell Baker. Ron Mosely Jr. 
of WKUL Radio 92.1 will serve 
as the special guest emcee. Each 

attendee receives a handcrafted 
bowl as a reminder of those 
facing empty bowls at home 
and the ongoing need for food 
assistance in the community. 
Benefits Cullman Caring for 
Kids. First United Methodist 
Church is located at 320 Third 
Ave. SE, Cullman. Tickets are 
$15 and are available at the 
church or Cullman Caring for 
Kids (402 Arnold St. NE, Suite 
W-1, Cullman).

Holly Pond Lions Club Annual 
Beans and Greens Dinner
Saturday, Feb. 21, from 4-7 p.m. 
at the Holly Pond Lions Club 
building. Admission is by dona-
tion, with proceeds supporting 
community projects related to 
vision, hunger, diabetes, envi-
ronment and childhood cancer. 
Additionally, we are collecting 
canned and nonperishable food 
items for the local food pantry. 
Donations can be dropped off 
at the pantry (located between 
town hall and the fire depart-
ment) or brought to the dinner 
Feb. 21.

Casino Night Benefiting Hope 
Horses
Saturday, Feb. 28, from 6-10 
p.m. at Cotton Creek, 417 Third 
Ave. SW in Cullman. Let's go 
all-in for a fun-filled casino 
night benefiting Hope Horses! 
Tickets are $100 and include 
dinner, drinks and starter chips! 
Hope Horses, Inc. is a nonprofit 
organization. All donations 
made payable to Hope Horses 
are tax deductible. For more 
information, please email us at 
krice@hopehorsesinc.com. 
 
Men of the Covenant Men's 
Conference
Sunday, March 1, from 5-7 
p.m. at Seventh Street Baptist 
Church, 708 Seventh St. SW in 
Cullman. Men, you’re invited to 
a powerful and timely gathering 
designed to strengthen your 
walk, sharpen your leadership 
and renew your commitment 
to Christ and your family. We 
are honored to welcome two 
dynamic speakers: Jason Simp-
son, north Alabama meteorolo-
gist and faithful deacon at Val-
leydale Church in Hoover; and 
Christopher Smith, longtime 
Men's Ministry Team Member 
at Whitesburg Baptist Church 
in Huntsville. This evening will 
be filled with strong biblical 
teaching, real-life encourage-
ment, worship and authentic 
brotherhood. Our theme is 
rooted in the bold declaration 
of Joshua: "As for me and my 
house, we will serve the LORD." 
- Joshua 24:15 Whether you are 
a husband, father, grandfather, 
young professional or student, 
this conference is for you. Be 
challenged to lead your home 
with conviction, courage and 
commitment. Bring a friend. 
Bring your son. Bring your 
small group. Stand as a Man of 
the Covenant. Register at ww-
w.7thstreetba12tist.com. 

Cullman County Master 
Gardners Native Azalea and 
Wildflower Sale
Saturday, March 21, from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. at the fairgrounds at 
Sportsman Lake Park

Cullman County Master 
Gardners Spring Plant Sale
Friday and Saturday, April 
17-18, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at the 
fairgrounds at Sportsman Lake 
Park

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

Garden City (from Front)
once the project schedule is 
finalized.
	 “Clean, dependable water 
is essential for every com-
munity, and this investment 
will help Garden City make 
needed improvements to its 

water system,” said Aderholt.
	 “I am proud to support 
funding that strengthens 
critical infrastructure in 
north Alabama and helps 
ensure residents have access 
to safe water now and into the 

future.
	 "This grant is good news 
for Garden City and the sur-
rounding area. It will help 
the town modernize its water 
system and better serve local 
families and businesses.”

Valentine events
Ethos Speed Dating
•	 Saturday, Feb. 14, 7-9 p.m. at 
Ethos Craft Brewing. Meet new 
friends or potential partners while 
enjoying craft beers. 1849 County 
Road 222, Cullman
•	 Sign up link: https://tinyurl.
com/5cxjhpw2 

Napa Valley Night of Romance 
Wine Dinner
•	 Monday, Feb. 16, at 5:30 p.m. 
at Jubilee Kitchen + Bar. Couldn’t 
go out on Valentine’s Day? Not 
to worry! Intimate wine dinner 
inspired by the beauty and sophis-
tication of Napa, featuring excep-
tional wines from Black Stallion 
Winery. The evening will feature a 
curated course, rich conversation 
and a perfectly romantic setting 
for couples looking to extend the 
Valentine's Day magic. 515 Fourth 
St. SW, Suite 101, Cullman
•	 Tickets: Call 256-735-4175

Valentine’s Day Permanent Jew-
elry Pop Up at Bloom Winery
•	 Friday, Feb. 20, from 6-8 p.m. 
at Bloom Winery.  Stop by for per-
manent jewelry by Spark Perma-
nent Jewelry and enjoy a dinner 
of wood-fired pizza and flavorful 
wines! 1849 County Road 222, 
Cullman

Renewals (from Front)

City of Cullman 
business license 
renewals were due 
Jan. 1, 2026. Li-

censes not renewed by Feb. 1 
are delinquent.  
	 The City has mailed cour-
tesy renewal forms.
	 These forms are also 
available at   www.cullmanal.
gov/depts/admin and at Cull-
man City Hall (204 Second 
Ave. NE).
	 For more information, 
call 256-775-7109, email busi-
nesslicense@cullmanal.gov 
or visit www.cullmanal.gov/
depts/admin.

Chasady Woods
chasady@cullmantribune.com
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TRACK & FIELD

Cold Springs wins runner-up 1A-3A girls title, five 
local schools compete at State Championships

PREP BASKETBALL
New ASWA basketball rankings released post-county tournaments

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
The ASHAA Indoor Track 
and Field championships 
concluded Saturday, and five 
Cullman-area teams partic-
ipated in the event. To split 
classifications, 1A through 3A 
competed together on Friday, 
with 6A competing separate-
ly. On Saturday, 4A and 5A 
competed together, while 7A 
competitions stood alone. 
Of the five local teams com-
peting, Cold Springs’ girls 
stole the show. The Eagles 
raked in nine medals on the 
way to being recognized as 
the 1A-3A Girls Runner-Up 
State Champions. The Eagles, 
Holly Pond and Fairview all 
had state champions crowned 
in a thrilling weekend at the 
Birmingham CrossPlex. Full 
results can be found below. 

FRIDAY, 1A-3A

Cold Springs (2A) 
•	 Lindan Hill, Boys High 
Jump: First place (Gold), 
6-0.400
•	 Ella Dickerson, Girls High 
Jump: Second place (Silver), 
5-0.00
•	 Ella Dickerson, Girls 
Triple Jump: Second place 
(Silver), 33-01.75

•	 Ryleigh Wright, Girls Pole 
Vault: Second place (Silver), 
8-00.00
•	 Reese Swidecki, Girls 
3200m: Second place (Silver), 
11:54.09
•	 Claire Huffstutler, Girls 
Pole Vault: Third place 
(Bronze), 8-00.00
•	 Ella Dickerson, Girls Long 
Jump: Third place (Bronze), 
14-10.50
•	 Reese Swidecki, Girls 
1600m: Third place (Bronze), 
5:24.97
•	 Cold Springs (Myrex, 
Huffstutler, Swidecki, Whit-
low), Girls 4x800m: Third 
place (Bronze), 10:45.26
•	 Paizley Whitlow, Girls 
3200m: Fourth place, 
12:38.62

Holly Pond (3A)
•	 Daniel Figueroa, Pa-
ra-Ambulatory Boys 60m: 
First place (Gold), 8.95
•	 Daniel Figueroa, Pa-
ra-Ambulatory Boys 400m: 
First place (Gold), 1:07.73
•	 Daniel Figueroa, Pa-
ra-Ambulatory Boys Shot 
Put: First place (Gold), 27-
03.75
•	 Travis Barnett, Boys 
800m: Second place (Silver), 
2:03.24
•	 Caden Moody, Boys High 
Jump: Fifth place, 5-08.00
•	 Braden Ivey, Boys Shot 

Put: Sixth place, 41-05.50

FRIDAY, 6A

Cullman (6A)
•	 Cullman (Nalley, Vo-
gelaar, Stidham, Free), 
Girls 4x800m: Second place 
(Silver), 10:02.32
•	 Cullman (Huelsmann, 
Crocker, Dempsey, Taylor), 
Boys 4x800m: Fifth place, 

8:16.59
•	 Isaiah Moore, Boys Shot 
Put: Tenth place, 43-10.25
•	 Jackson Floyd, Boys 
Triple Jump: 12th place, 44-
01.75
•	 Jackson Floyd, Boys Long 
Jump: 20-03.25
•	 Henry Crocker, Boys 
3200m: 10.04.50
•	 Cullman (Nalley, Free, 
Vogelaar, Blocher), Girls 

4x400m: 14th place, 4:25.57

SATURDAY, 4A/5A
Fairview (5A) 
•	 Nic Fallin, Boys Triple 
Jump: First place (Gold), 43-
02.00
•	 Nic Fallin, Boys High 
Jump: Fifth place, 6-00.00
•	 Nic Fallin, Boys Long 
Jump: Fifth place, 20-0.875
•	 Logan Race, Boys Shot 

Put: 15th place, 36-07.50

West Point (5A)
•	 Asa Sutter, Boys Long 
Jump: Third place (Bronze), 
20-11.00 (School record)
•	 Asa Sutter, Boys Triple 
Jump: Fourth place, 42-
06.50 (School record)
•	 Asa Sutter, Boys High 
Jump: Seventh place, 5-10.00

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Ala-
bama Sports Writers Associ-
ation released their updated 
rankings for girls and boys 
high school basketball on 
Thursday. Notably, Addison’s 
varsity boys are now top five 
in Class 1A after being previ-
ously unranked, Cold Springs 
and Cullman’s boys slipped 
and West Point’s girls stayed 
pat after winning the Cull-
man County Tournament. 

GIRLS
Class 7A
1. Hoover (25-1)
2. Albertville (22-4)
3. Bob Jones (20-6)
4. Fairhope (24-4)
5. Auburn (17-3)
6. Daphne (18-7)
7. Prattville (19-4)
8. Alma Bryant (20-4)
9. Dothan (17-6)
10. Vestavia Hills (17-9)

Others nominated: Foley 
(13-9), Hewitt-Trussville (14-
10), Huntsville (15-11), James 
Clemens (11-11), Sparkman 
(12-9).

Class 6A
1. Hazel Green (23-2)
2. Park Crossing (23-2)
3. Clay-Chalkville (20-1)
4. McGill-Toolen (24-4)
5. Fort Payne (20-4)
6. Stanhope Elmore (23-3)
7. Northridge (22-6)
8. Murphy (20-3)
9. Chelsea (18-6)
10. Decatur (21-4)

Others nominated: Buck-
horn (17-7), Cullman (20-6), 
Gulf Shores (15-12), Home-

wood (16-8), Jackson-Olin 
(17-7), Jasper (19-7), Minor 
(18-6), Mountain Brook 
(12-10), Oxford (14-9), Paul 
Bryant (15-6), Russell Co. (19-
2), Spain Park (14-12).

Class 5A
1. Scottsboro (20-3)
2. Guntersville (25-3)
3. Charles Henderson (23-0)
4. West Point (23-1)
5. Jacksonville (21-3)
6. Priceville (18-5)
7. Ramsay (19-10)
8. Springville (18-7)
9. East Limestone (17-6)
10. Sardis (20-8)

Others nominated: Andalu-
sia (11-4), Briarwood (15-10), 
Carroll (16-4), Northside 
(17-3), St. Paul’s (16-5), UMS-
Wright (18-9), Valley (16-3), 
Vigor (16-9).

Class 4A
1. Plainview (26-2)
2. Deshler (21-3)
3. Cherokee Co. (24-2)
4. Good Hope (23-5)
5. St. Michael (17-3)
6. Geneva (23-3)
7. Montgomery Catholic 
(16-5)
8. West Morgan (17-5)
9. Hokes Bluff (18-4)
10. Wilson (18-6)

Others nominated: An-
niston (14-5), Dora (19-7), 
Escambia Co. (9-5), Hatton 
(14-8), Madison Academy 
(13-10), Pleasant Grove (13-
9),St. John Paul II (12-13), 
Straughn (19-6).

Class 3A
1. Saint James (23-4)
2. Mars Hill (20-3)
3. Midfield (19-6)
4. Whitesburg Christian 

(15-3)
5. Vinemont (17-10)
6. Lauderdale Co. (16-7)
7. Clements (17-9)
8. Mobile Christian (15-9)
9. Carbon Hill (19-9)
10. Lee-Scott (15-9)

Others nominated: Collins-
ville (9-9), Piedmont (11-12), 
Rogers (13-10), T.R. Miller 
(9-5).

Class 2A
1. North Sand Mountain 
(20-6)
2. Pisgah (18-8)
3. Highland Home (23-4)
4. Sand Rock (17-9)
5. Cedar Bluff (18-5)
6. Ranburne (21-7)
7. Sulligent (17-6)
8. Abbeville (21-3)
9. Cold Springs (16-8)
10. Clarke Co. (16-3)

Others nominated: Belgreen 
(18-7), Cornerstone-Bir-
mingham (11-10), Winston 
Co. (14-7).

Class 1A
1. Winterboro (23-2)
2. Ider (19-7)
3. R.C. Hatch (20-2)
4. Marion Co. (19-4)
5. Kinston (19-4)
6. Brilliant (21-6)
7. Jacksonville Christian 
(17-1)
8. Meek (17-4)
9. Athens Bible (18-5)
10. Skyline (12-8)

Others nominated: Hackle-
burg (11-9), Lynn (14-7).

AISA
1. Southern Academy (19-2)
2. Springwood (13-2)
3. Clarke Prep (20-2)
4. North River Christian 

(18-3)
5. Abbeville Christian (16-6)

Others nominated: Fort Dale 
Academy (11-2), Hooper (12-
6), Lowndes Academy (7-2).

BOYS
Class 7A
1. Huntsville (22-3)
2. Fairhope (21-5)
3. Dothan (23-3)
4. James Clemens (18-4)
5. Sparkman (18-9)
6. Albertville (21-5)
7. Hoover (18-8)
8. Vestavia Hills (18-6)
9. Oak Mountain (15-11)
10. Carver-Montgomery (18-
10)

Others nominated: Auburn 
(18-9), Bob Jones (12-12), En-
terprise (14-7), Hewitt-Truss-
ville (15-9), Tuscaloosa Co. 
(22-5).

Class 6A
1. Oxford (20-4)
2. Paul Bryant (22-7)
3. Gadsden City (24-2)
4. Pelham (24-2)
5. Murphy (22-6)
6. Shades Valley (20-5)
7. Homewood (18-7)
8. Mountain Brook (17-6)
9. Clay-Chalkville (17-7)
10. Huffman (17-11)

Others nominated: Blount 
(13-9), Calera (20-4), Cull-
man (19-5), Gardendale (16-
9), Hazel Green (18-9), Jasper 
(19-5), Jemison-Huntsville 
(16-11), Lee-Huntsville (15-
8), Minor (17-7), Pinson 
Valley (11-9), Russell Co. (18-
4), Saraland (21-6), Spain 
Park (18-9).

Class 5A
1. Williamson (20-3)

2. East Limestone (23-3)
3. Hayden (23-4)
4. Guntersville (20-4)
5. Wenonah (18-5)
6. Springville (22-3)
7. Charles Henderson (20-7)
8. Corner (21-5)
9. Briarwood (18-9)
10. Sylacauga (20-2)

Others nominated: Anda-
lusia (14-4), Eufaula (14-7), 
Ramsay (9-13), UMS-Wright 
(18-8), West Point (20-7).

Class 4A
1. Jackson (18-1)
2. Orange Beach (23-5)
3. West Morgan (18-5)
4. Ashville (21-2)
5. Madison Academy (16-9)
6. Plainview (19-4)
7. Fairfield (17-10)
8. Anniston (11-5)
9. Escambia Co. (10-3)
10. New Hope (19-6)

Others nominated: Alexan-
dria (15-6), Cleburne Co. (17-
5), DAR (15-9), Fultondale 
(14-12), Munford (15-6), New 
Brockton (15-8), Opp (20-5), 
Tarrant (16-9), Westmin-
ster-Huntsville (12-8), White 
Plains (15-10).

Class 3A
1. Hale Co. (19-6)
2. Whitesburg Christian 
(20-4)
3. Montgomery Academy 
(20-5)
4. Houston Academy (19-8)
5. Lee-Scott (20-3)
6. Midfield (16-7)
7. Lauderdale Co. (19-4)
8. Piedmont (15-6)
9. Sumter Central (14-4)
10. Glencoe (17-7)

Others nominated: Collins-
ville (13-5), Oakman (15-9), 

Wicksburg (17-6).

Class 2A
1. Decatur Heritage (16-7)
2. Section (18-7)
3. Red Bay (19-5)
4. Tuscaloosa Academy (17-5)
5. Providence Christian 
(21-5)
6. Cold Springs (24-3)
7. LaFayette (18-6)
8. Luverne (16-4)
9. North Sand Mountain 
(16-8)
10. Sand Rock (16-9)

Others nominated: Ariton 
(18-4), Cedar Bluff (14-10), 
Covenant Christian (15-8), 
Westminster-Oak Mountain 
(16-12).

Class 1A
1. Oakwood (12-15)
2. South Lamar (20-3)
3. R.C. Hatch (20-0)
4. Hubbertville (22-4)
5. Addison (18-5)
6. Florala (17-3)
7. Meek (13-8)
8. Pleasant Home (12-6)
9. Brantley (16-7)
10. McKenzie (15-6)

Others nominated: Coosa 
Christian (11-8), Francis 
Marion (16-6), Marion Co. 
(11-10).

AISA
1. Abbeville Christian (19-0)
2. Valiant Cross (18-4)
3. Edgewood (17-7)
4. Macon-East (14-4)
5. Restoration (17-5)

Others nominated: Cor-
nerstone-Columbiana (6-4), 
Escambia Academy (12-4), 
Evangel-Montgomery (9-10), 
Hooper (15-8), Patrician (16-
5).

Lucas Gray
lucas@cullmantribune.com

Lucas Gray
lucas@cullmantribune.com

COLD SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL XC & TF/FACEBOOK

Cold Springs' indoor girls track team

PREP BASKETBALL

Huge second half helps fuel eighth-ranked Meek’s 63-54 comeback win over Falkville

FALKVILLE, Ala. — After 
collecting a win at Cordova on 
Thursday, the no. 8-ranked 
Meek Lady Tigers continued 
their road trip on Friday, as 
they traveled to take on the 
Falkville Lady Blue Devils. 
Falkville had Meek on the 
ropes in the first half, as their 
eight treys helped them take 
a 35-16 lead into the locker 
room. The second half was 
a completely different story 
for the Lady Tigers, as they 
dominated on both sides of 
the ball, and held Falkville 
to just four made field goals 
in the second half in a 63-54 

thrilling comeback victory 
over the Lady Blue Devils.
	 Zarah Harden drove to 
the basket and laid it in to give 
Meek the early lead almost 
two minutes into the game. 
Falkville, though, countered 
by drilling a trio of treys as 
part of a 13-2 run to take 
a 13-4 lead late in the first 
period. Addisyn Williams 
drained a pair of free throws, 
and Harden laid it in to cut 
it to 13-8. After a three-point 
play by the Lady Blue Devils 
made it 16-8, Cate Henderson 
put in a basket in the paint to 
trim it to six at 16-10 going 
into the second.
	 Falkville’s three-point 
shooting got even hotter in 

the second quarter, as they 
drilled five more from deep 
to widen their lead to 31-13 
almost midway through 
the second quarter. Two 
more Lady Blue Devil field 
goals stretched their lead to 
35-14 late in the first half, 
but Harden knocked down a 
short jumper to cut it to 35-16 
at the half.
	 Falkville banked in a 
three from the right wing to 
give them a 38-16 lead early 
in the third. That’s when 
Meek started to get things 
going in a hurry on both sides 
of the ball. Rilee Williams 
nailed a short jumper, then 
Henderson hit a basket down 
low, and Addisyn Williams 

scored the next four points 
for the Lady Tigers, including 
a three-point play, to make it 
a 38-24 game.
	 They were just getting 
started, though, as Addisyn 
Williams knocked down an-
other shot down low, Harden 
put in a driving layup, and Zoe 
Hearn scored five straight 
points, including a three from 
the top of the key, and all of 
a sudden, it was now a 40-33 
game with a little over three 
minutes to go in the third. 
	 Three free throws by 
Falkville gave them a 43-33 
lead. Henderson knocked 
down a shot in the paint, and 
Harden and Kylar Shehan 
each added baskets of their 

own down low to trim it to 
five at 47-42 going into the 
final period.
	 Falkville nailed a trey to 
give them a 50-42 lead early 
in the fourth, but the duo of 
Henderson and Harden took 
over after that. Henderson 
put in a shot down low and 
later added a three from the 
right wing to make it a 50-48 
contest.
	 Harden then proceeded 
to score six straight points for 
the Lady Tigers, as her steal 
and shot in the paint gave 
them their first lead since the 
beginning of the first period, 
54-50.
	 After a pair of Lady Blue 
Devil free throws cut it to 

two, Harden hit another shot 
down low, and later that quar-
ter, Addisyn Williams scored 
off a Falkville turnover to 
give Meek a 59-52 lead. Free 
throws by Addisyn Williams, 
Hearn, and Harden helped 
seal their 63-54 come-from-
behind victory over the Lady 
Blue Devils.
	 Harden finished with 
a game-high 26 points for 
Meek (18-4). Henderson 
added 15 points. Addisyn Wil-
liams posted 11 points, and 
Hearn ended up with seven 
points.
	 The Lady Tigers will 
conclude their road trip next 
Monday, as they will go to Su-
miton Christian.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Board (from Front)

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com
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Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

5754 AL- Hwy 157 North
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4310

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

1615 Town Square S W
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4380

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  35077
256•352•6245

Prices Effective - Wednesday, February 4 through Tuesday, February 10, 2026

LB.EA.EA. EA.

$399

GROUND 
BEEF

Fresh 73% Lean 
Family Pack

LB.

$599

NEW YORK 
STRIP STEAKS

Boneless
Family Pack

LB.

$199

BOSTON BUTT 
PORK ROAST

Fresh Whole 

LB.

HASS 
AVOCADOS

Del Monte
From Mexico

2for

$1 99¢
8 Oz. 
Fresh

EA.

DOLE SHREDDED 
LETTUCE

$199
U.S. #1

5 Lb. Bag

EA.

IDAHO 
POTATOES

$199
2 Piece 

Previously Frozen

PORK 
SPARE RIBS

LB.

$299
Fresh

CHICKEN 
TENDERS

LB.

EA.LB.EA.EA. EA.

$499
45 Oz. 

Selected Varieties

COUNTRY CROCK 
SPREAD

EA.

CAMPBELL'S 
CHUNKY SOUP

15-19 Oz.
Selected Varieties 

$179
EA. 3for

$12
12 Pk. 12 Oz. Cans 
Selected Varieties

FAYGO 
SOFT DRINKS 

5for

$10
5-8 Oz. 

Selected Varieties

FOOD CLUB 
CHEESE

  Receive 
In-Store Specials, 
Announcements & 

View Our Weekly Ad!
Join our 

V.I.P. 
Text List!5754 AL- Hwy 157 N

Cullman, AL  
1615 Town Square S W

Cullman, AL  
780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  

Velveeta®
Chili Cheese Dip

2for
$5

HORMEL, BRYAN OR
CASTLEBERRY’S CHILI

15 Oz. With or Without Beans
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

FRITO LAY 
TOSTITOS

9-14.25 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

DAISY SOUR CREAM 
DIP OR SOUR CREAM

14-16 Oz. Creamy Ranch or French 
Onion or Original, Light or Squeeze

$699
Ea

VELVEETA
CHEESE

2 Lb. Loaf
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

TOSTITOS SALSA 
OR DAIRY DIPS

15-17.25 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$4

ON THE BORDER
TORTILLA CHIPS

8-12 Oz.
Selected Varieties

99¢
Ea.

ROHTEL
TOMATOES

10 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

PACE SALSA OR 
PICANTE SAUCE

16 Oz.
Selected Varieties

EA.2for

$5
15 Oz.

Selected Varieties

BALL PARK 
FRANKS 

3for

$12
15-23 Oz. Classic, Brick Oven 

or Thin Selected Varieties

RED BARON 
PIZZA
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Quality Meat

Fresh Produce

TOP CHICK 
CHICKEN TENDERS

2 Lb. Bag

$799
Ea.

WRIGHT
BACON

1.5 Lb. Stack Pack 
Seleted Varieties

$849
Ea.

BRYAN COCKTAIL 
SMOKIES
13-14 Oz. 

Regular or Beef

$399
Ea.

NEW YORK 
STRIP STEAKS

Beef
Family Pack

$1099
Lb.

WHOLE NEW 
YORK STRIP LOIN

or Half  Loin
Beef

$999
Lb.

RAW
SHRIMP

1 Lb., 21/25
Peeled & Deveined

$799
Ea.

BABY BACK 
PORK RIBS

1 Piece 
Previously Frozen

$369
Lb.

CHUCK 
ROAST

Beef  
Boneless

$799
Lb.

SMITHFIELD PORK 
TENDERS OR FILETS
19.2-23 Oz. Marinated

Selected Varieties

$649
Ea.

JOHNSONVILLE BRATS 
OR ITALIAN SAUSAGE

19 Oz. Fresh
Selected Varieties

$539
Ea.

CHICKEN 
WINGS
Previously 

Frozen

$199
Lb.

JIMMY DEAN 
SAUSAGE

1 Lb. Roll
Mild or Hot

$449
Ea.

DEAN'S
 SAUSAGE BALLS

20 Ct.
Country Style

$499
Ea.

CHICKEN 
PARTY WINGS

2.5 Lb.
IQF

$599
Ea.

RUDY'S FARM 
SAUSAGE PATTIES

3 Lb. 
Mild or Hot

$899
Ea.

WRIGHT 
SMOKED SAUSAGE

4 Ct.,12 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$499
Ea.

EXTRA LARGE 
LEMONS OR LIMES
Fresh 59¢

Ea.

CARA CARA 
PINK NAVELS

3 Lb. Bag 
Sweet & Low Acid

$499
Ea.

BABY PEELED
CARROTS

1 Lb.
Great for Dipping

2for

$3ROMA
TOMATOES
Fresh

$149
Lb.

EASTERN
GROWN APPLES
3 Lb. Bag Gala, Fuji

or Red Delicious

$349
Ea.

BLUEBERRIES OR
RASPBERRIES

Pint Sweet & Healthy
or 6 Oz.

$499
Ea.

JACK’S
SALSA
16 Oz. Mild
or Medium

$299
Ea.

ARTISAN SWEET
RED ONIONS

Jumbo
Great in Guacamole

$149
Lb.

WHOLLY
GUACAMOLE 
7.5 Oz. Bowls Classic,Spicy or Chunky
Football Party Favorite! 2for

$5

39¢
Lb.

GREEN 
CABBAGE

Fresh
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Family Favorites 

UTZ, ZAPS OR GOLDEN FLAKE
POTATO CHIPS, 
7-8 Oz. or 

UTZ PRETZELS

2for
$4

LITTLE DEBBIE 
BIG PACKS
12.67-30.03 Oz.
Selected Varieties         2for

$9
SUNBELT GRANOLA 
OR SOFT BAKED BARS
7.61-11 Oz.
Selected Varieties	2for

$6

LEWIS BAKE 
SHOP BUNS
8 Pk. Burger 
or Hot Dog	 2for

$5

FRITO LAY 
DORITOS

6-10.75 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

LAY'S
POTATO CHIPS

4.75-8 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

GOLDEN FLAKE, UTZ, ZAPP'S 
OR ON THE BORDER CHIPS

7-12 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$4

Beer & Wine Specials

FRITO LAY 
TOSTITOS

9-14.25 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

TOSTITOS SALSA 
OR DAIRY DIPS

15-17.25 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

PEPSI, MOUNTAIN DEW, 
STARRY OR DR PEPPER

6 Pk. 
.5 Liter Bottles

3for
$12BLUE BELL 

ICE CREAM CUPS
12 Pk.
Selected Varieties	 

$599BLUE BELL 
ICE CREAM
Half Gallon
Selected Varieties	

$599

LEWIS BAKE SHOP
STEAK BUNS
6 Ct., 14 Oz. or 
Brat & Sausage Buns	2for

$5

$799

JACK DANIEL'S 
COUNTRY COCKTAILS

6 Pk. Bottles

$2699

MICHELOB 
ULTRA

24 Pk. Cans or Bottles

$1399

JOSH CELLARS 
WHITE WINE

750 mL Bottles

$1299

COORS LIGHT,  MILLER
 LITE OR YUENGLING

12 Pk. Cans or Bottles

Deli & Bakery Specials                                    Hanceville Location

KING'S 
HAWAIIAN ROLLS

12 Pk. 
Original or Savory Butter

$399
EA.

CHARTER RESERVE 
MILD CHEDDAR

or Provolone Cheese
Deli Sliced

$539
LB.

BRYAN CAJUN 
ROAST BEEF

Deli Sliced

$999
LB.

CHARTER RESERVE 
DELI TURKEY

Golden Roasted, Mesquite or Hickory 
Smoked, Honey Sweet or Cracked Pepper

$999
LB.

Frozen Specials

COLE'S GARLIC 
BREAD OR TOAST

13-16 Oz. Selected Varieties 
or 10 Oz. Breadsticks

2for
$7

FARM RICH 
APPETIZERS
10-22 Oz.
Selected Varieties

$499
ORE-IDA 

POTATOES
19-32 Oz.

Selected Varieties

$399BANQUET 
POT PIES
7 Oz. Original or Breakfast
Selected Varieties 5for

$5

TOTINO'S
PARTY PIZZA
9-10 Oz.
Selected Varieties 2for

$3

TYSON CHICKEN 
OR ANY'TIZERS

20-26 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$799

THAT'S SMART!
ICE CREAM
Gallon 
Selected Varieties

$699

Dairy Specials

PILLSBURY 
GRANDS! BISCUITS
8 Ct.
Selected Varieties 2for

$5

PHILADELPHIA 
CREAM CHEESE
8 Oz. Original 
or 1/3 Less Fat 2for

$5

DEAN'S
DIPS
8-16 Oz. 

Selected Varieties

2for
$4 MILO’S 

TEA
Gallon
Selected Varieties 3for

$10

PILLSBURY SWEET OR 
CRESCENT ROLLS
8-17 Oz.Selected Varieties 
Dough Sheets or Pizza Crusts2for

$5

INTERNATIONAL DELIGHT 
COFFEE CREAMER

32 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

JALAPENO 
CHEESE BREAD

Fresh Made
Loaf

$399
EA.

CHECK OUT OUR TRAYS!
DELI SLICED MEAT 

& CHEESES OR 
CHICKEN TENDER TRAY 

Selected Varieties
Great for Parties!

FRIED CHICKEN OR 
CHICKEN TENDERS

Fresh 8 Piece Bone-In 
or 8 Piece Tenders

$899
EA.

CAFÉ VALLEY 
CAKES

26 Oz. 
All Flavors

$699
EA.
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KRAFT 
BBQ SAUCE

17-18 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$3

KRAFT
MAYO

30 Oz.
Original

$499
EA.

DALE'S 
STEAK SAUCE

10 Oz. or 16 Oz. Original or 
Reduced Sodium Steak Seasoning

2for
$7

MOORE'S MARINADE 
OR WING SAUCE

16 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$6

A.1. OR HEINZ 57 
STEAK SAUCE

10 Oz.
Selected Varieties

$499
EA.

VAN CAMP'S 
PORK AND BEANS

15 Oz.

5for
$5

SAUCY SPOON 
BAKED BEANS

28 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$179
EA.

IDAHOAN 
MASHED POTATOES

4 Oz.
Selected Varieties 

4for
$5

HUNT'S 
MANWICH

15-15.5 Oz.
Original or Bold

4for
$5

CASTLEBERRY'S 
HOT DOG CHILI SAUCE  
10 Oz. Original or with Onions or 
BRYAN HOT DOG CHILI SAUCE

99¢
EA.

CHEF BOYARDEE 
PASTA
7.25-15 Oz.

Selected Varieties 

4for
$5

BUSH'S BEST 
CHILI BEANS

or Chili Magic 15 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$3

McCORMICK CHILI 
SEASONING MIX 

1 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

4for
$5

PRINGLES 
POTATO CHIPS

5-5.5 Oz.
Selected Varieties

5for
$10

CHEEZ-IT 
SNACK CRACKERS

5-12.4 Oz.
Selected Varieties 

2for
$7

PLANTERS DRY 
ROASTED PEANUTS

16 Oz.
Selected Varieties 

2for
$5

COUSIN WILLIE'S 
POPCORN
3 Pk. Microwave

Selected Varieties

2for
$3

CHEX MIX OR 
BUGLES SNACKS

7-8 Oz.
Selected Varieties 

2for
$5

PILLSBURY 
CAKE MIX

15 Oz.
Selected Varieties

4for
$5

PILLSBURY 
FROSTING

12-16 Oz.
Selected Varieties 

2for
$3

SIMPLY DONE 
PLASTIC CUPS

30 Ct., 18 Oz.

2for
$5

THAT'S SMART! 
FOAM PLATES

30 Ct.

99¢
EA.

ANGEL SOFT 
BATH TISSUE

4 Mega Rolls

$377
EA.

SPARKLE
PAPER TOWELS

2 Double Rolls

$377
EA.

KINGSFORD 
CHARCOAL

16 Lb. Bag or 
12 Lb. Match Light

$999
EA.

KRAFT DELUXE 
MAC & CHEESE  

or Velveeta Shells & Cheese
9-14 Oz. Selected Varieties

2for
$6

PREGO 
PASTA SAUCE

44-45 Oz. Family Size
Selected Varieties 

2for
$6

McCORMICK 
BAC'N PIECES

4 Oz. Bits or Chips
Selected Varieties

2for
$3
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SMALL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Cookies & All That Jazz
HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Jazz 
Sharp, of Hanceville, started 
Cookies & All That Jazz in 
November 2023. It is a li-
censed, home-based bakery 
that makes a variety of classic 
treats. Sharp said she makes 
cookies, mini cookies, cup-
cakes and custom cakes. 
	 She spoke of her inspi-
ration to start her business, 
saying, “I knew I wanted to 
create something both beau-
tiful and delicious, I’ve always 
loved all forms of art!”
	 As far as her favorite thing 
to make? All of them! “I love 
every theme and the creativity 
each one brings.” Cookies & All 
That Jazz has treats for every 
occasion, including birthdays, 
anniversaries, weddings, holi-
days or any special event.
	 “Precision comes from 
preparation, patience and at-
tention to detail,” said Sharp. 
“Every design is planned, lay-
ered and finished carefully.” 
	 See a selection of delicious 
treats at www.bakesy.shop/b/
cookies-all-that-jazz. For 
more information or to order, 
call 256-615-9443.

Chasady Woods
chasady@cullmantribune.com

COOKIES & ALL THAT JAZZ

Baby shower cookies

COLD SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL XC & TF/FACEBOOK

Board (from Front)

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Shirley Burden Public 
Library Manager Teresa 
Rivera recently shared ap-
preciation for members of 
the library’s board, saying 
she couldn’t do it with-
out them, their advice and 
knowledge.
	 “They are so supportive,” 
Rivera said. “Hanceville Li-
brary Board members serve 
a term of four years and are 
appointed by the Hanceville 
City Council.
	 "Vacancies are filled in 
the manner by which board 
members are regularly 
named and are filled for the 
remainder of the unexpired 
term. In case of resignation 
of the chairman, the vice 
chairman automatically be-
comes the chairman.” 
	 Rivera said the board is 
vital to bringing ideas and 
recommendations and as-
sists in programs. Some have 
even read in Wednesday sto-
rytimes for local children.
	 “They donate their time 
and talent to assist the 
Hanceville Library to better 
serve the community,” 
Rivera said.
	 The Shirley Burden 
Library has a new board 
member. Lauren Bentley, 
a Hanceville native, was 
appointed in October of 
2025, and is serving as vice-
(chair). She brings to the 
library board creative talent 
and ideas.
	 She is married and has a 
son getting ready for college. 

She also teaches Kindergar-
ten at Hanceville Primary. 
Another board member, our 
secretary Lacey McGriff, de-
signed a flyer to encourage 
reading March 2-6 for the 
‘Read across America’ cam-
paign.
	 This will be given to 
the Hanceville Elementa-
ry School to bring home to 
their parents.
	 The next library board 
meeting is April 8 at 5 p.m. It 
is open to the public.
	 The board meets quar-
terly, in January, April, July 
and October, at the library. 
	 “We are a small library 
and rely on volunteers to 
assist in the day-to-day op-
erations,” Rivera said.
	 “We currently have two 
part-time librarians with 
one position needing to be 

filled to bring us to three 
total part-time librarians.
	 "There are three vol-
unteers that serve as well. 
Other duties of the library 
board is to assist in finding 
funds or grants for the li-
brary.
	 "We are in the process of 
creating our summer pro-
gram with the theme ‘Un-
earth a Story,’ and are look-
ing for business partners to 
assist us. They will be a part 
of the promotional materi-
als.”
	 The Shirley Burden 
Public Library is open 
Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. (closed from noon-1 
p.m.) and Saturdays from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. It’s located at 201 
Commercial St., Hanceville. 
Find it online at Facebook/
Hanceville Public Library. 

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

TERESA RIVERA

Left to right are Hanceville Library Board Chair 
Cathy Bradford, Secretary Lacey McGriff, Treasurer 
Margaret Cowart and Vice-Chair Lauren Bentley. Not 
pictured is new board member Suhana Chikatla.

CULLMAN, Ala. — A dev-
astating barn fire at Two by 
Two Petting Zoo near En-
terprise in south Alabama 
last week claimed the lives 
of 116 animals, prompting 
an outpouring of support 
from farms and community 
members across Alabama. In 
response to the loss, Cullman 
County’s Snead’s Farmhouse 
and Fortner Farm have part-
nered to help raise funds and 
support rebuilding efforts.
	 Judy Snead, owner of 
Snead’s Farmhouse, said she 
felt compelled to help as soon 
as she learned of the fire. “My 
heart absolutely sank. As 
someone who cares for ani-
mals every single day, I know 
how hard it is to lose even 
one, much less to lose them 
all at the same time.”      
	 Snead said operating a 
farm is a full-time commit-
ment that leaves little room 
for rest, making the loss espe-
cially devastating for animal 

owners. “Having a farm is 
showing up every day. No 
vacations, no sick leave, no 
snow days,” she said. “I know 
the amount of hard work, sac-
rifice and dedication it takes 
to run a petting zoo and care 
for animals that depend on 
you for everything.” 
	 Snead said she immedi-
ately reached out to fellow 
petting zoo owner Stephanie 
Fortner of Fortner Farm, to 
coordinate a joint effort to 
help. “Instead of seeing com-
petition, we chose commu-
nity. When another petting 
zoo is hurting like this, other 
businesses have to step up,” 
said Snead.        
	 The partnership will in-
clude fundraising and out-
reach to help the owner of 
Two by Two Petting Zoo begin 
the long process of rebuild-
ing. Snead emphasized that 
the effort is about more than 
business. “This isn’t about 
business. This is about the 
heart.” Snead said farms sup-
porting one another during 
times of tragedy reflects the 

deeper values shared within 
Alabama’s agricultural and 
small-business communities. 
“Farming isn’t just a job, it’s 
a calling,” she said. “When 
tragedy strikes, it’s not just a 
business loss. It’s personal.”       
	 Financial help is urgently 
needed to support rebuilding 
and recovery efforts. “I’m 
asking everyone to consid-
er making a donation,” said 
Snead. “If you’re not able 
to give, you can still help by 
sharing the link, spreading 
the word and keeping her in 
your prayers.” 
	 Donations can be made at 
www.sneadsfarmhouse.com. 
Donors are asked to include 
the note “for petting zoo re-
build” to ensure funds are 
directed toward the recovery 
effort.      
	 Snead said the response 
so far reflects the strength of 
Alabama’s farming commu-
nity. “When one of us hurts, 
the rest step in,” she said. 
“That strength doesn’t come 
from barns or buildings. It 
comes from people.”

Snead’s Farmhouse, Fortner 
Farm raising funds to support 
Two by Two Petting Zoo after fire
Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

While the days 
are short and 
colder, there’s 
no better time 

to slow down and dive into a 
new book. Whether you’re 
drawn to historical tales, 
cozy mysteries or wintry 
romances, this list contains 
something for everyone. 
From snow-dusted magic to 
reflective, thoughtful clas-
sics, here are seven wintry 
reads to add to your book-
shelf this season.    
	 “Doctor Zhivago” is a 
novel by the Russian poet, 
author and composer Boris 
Pasternak, set during the 
Russian Revolution and the 
Civil War. The story follows 
brilliant physician and poet 
Yuri Zhivago, whose personal 
life and ideals are tested as 
political unrest and violence 
reshape Russia and disrupt 
his relationships, particu-

larly his burning love for the 
enchanting Lara. It blends 
romance, philosophy and his-
tory.      
	 “The Sugar Queen” is a 
warm, whimsical work of 
magical realism by Sarah 
Addison Allen set in a small 
Southern town in North Car-
olina, where everyday life is 
touched by soft magic. The 
story follows Josie Cirini, 
a young woman longing for 
independence, and Chloe 
Finley, a free-spirited young 
woman with a mysterious 
ability that causes books 
to follow her wherever she 
goes. A perfect mix of chick-
lit romance and fantasy, the 
novel explores found family, 
second chances, the subtle, 
healing magic of love, stories 
and choosing one’s own path.      
	 “The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe” by C.S. Lewis 
is a treasured children’s fan-
tasy that follows four siblings 
who discover the magical 
land of Narnia through a 

wardrobe. They learn that 
the world is stuck in an end-
less winter under the vicious 
rule of the White Witch. With 
the help of the noble lion 
Aslan and new fantastical 
friends they meet along the 
way, the children must find 
courage, loyalty and faith to 
help restore peace to Narnia.      
	 “Everyone in My Family 
Has Killed Someone” is a 
clever, fast-paced mystery 
with a darkly comedic twist. 
Set during a tense family 
reunion at a remote moun-
tain resort, the story follows 
Ernest Cunningham, who 
openly admits that every 
member of his family has 
been involved in a murder, 
himself included. As another 
body turns up, Ernest breaks 
the fourth wall to lead read-
ers through clues, secrets and 
sharp misdirection. A classic 
“whodunit” structure with 
modern wit.      
	 “A Gentleman in Moscow” 
is an elegant work of histori-

cal fiction that follows Count 
Alexander Rostov, a Russian 
aristocrat, as he is sentenced 
to lifelong house arrest at 
Moscow’s Metropol Hotel 
after the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion. While decades of Soviet 
history unfold beyond the 
hotel’s walls, Rostov builds 
a meaningful life within 
them by forming unexpected 
friendships and finding joy in 
small moments.      
	 “The Winter Sea” is a lyr-
ical concoction of historical 
romance and time-slip fic-
tion set along the windswept 
coast of Scotland. The novel 
follows Carrie McClelland, 
a writer researching a lost 
Jacobite heroine, who begins 
to experience vivid visions 
that draw her into the past. 
As two love stories unfold 
over the centuries, the book 
weaves history, mystery and 
romance, exploring fate, 
memory and the pull of love.      
	 “Still Life” is a cozy, invit-
ing, yet intriguing mystery 

that centers around Chief 
Inspector Armand Gamache 
of the Sûreté du Québec. The 
story is set in the quiet village 
of Three Pines, where the 
suspicious death of a beloved 

local woman found in the 
woods after Thanksgiving 
has taken place. As Gamache 
investigates, he uncovers 
long-buried secrets below 
the village’s surface

7 winter reads
Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

ANABELLE HOWZE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Sarah Addison Allen’s “Sugar Queen”
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Obituary Announcements: Jan. 31 - Feb. 2
Stephen William 
Weissend, 77
Retired U.S N. Sailor 
Stephen William Weissend 
of Vinemont, Alabama 
completed his Earthly 
Voyage on Jan. 31, 2026. 
He was 77 years old. He 
was born on Dec. 7, 1948, 
in Cullman, Alabama. 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home is honored to serve 
the Weissend family. A 
memorial service will be 
held for Mr. Weissend on 
Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2026, at 2 
p.m. at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home, with Bro. 
John Garrison officiating. 
Visitation will held prior to 
the service from 1-2 p.m. at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home. He is preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Harry and Ruth Weissend, 
and his brothers, Phillip 
and Douglas Weissend, all 
from Cullman, Alabama. 
He is survived by his wife 
of 57 years, Catherine, 
and his two daughters, 
Cynthia Bilbo of Texas and 
Wendy Sareini of Virginia, 
his sister, Linda Boike of 
Cullman, Alabama, and his 
brother, Daniel Weissend 
of Tuscaloosa, Alabama. He 
has 11 Grandchildren, and 
15 Great Grandchildren, 
with 1 on the way.
After graduating Cullman 
High School in 1966, 
Stephen’s military career 
of 22.5 years began in 1968 
and commenced in 1989. 
Following the military, he 
continued working as an 
aircraft mechanic until his 
second retirement in 2014 
after 22 years. He will be 
fondly remembered as a 
hardworking man who 
loved his cars, fishing, 
yardwork and working 
around the house. He took 
pride in everything he did. 
He will be greatly missed.

Randall Gene Buchanan, 
66
A funeral service for 
Randall Gene Buchanan 
of Welti, Alabama, will be 
noon Tuesday, Feb. 3, at 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church 
in Welti. Josh Sellers 
and Randy Sellers will 
be officiating. Visitation 
was Monday, Feb. 2, at 
Hanceville Funeral Home 
from 5-7 p.m. Mr. Buchanan 
will be laid to rest at 
Hopewell Cemetery in 
Hanceville. Mr. Buchanan 
was born on May 11, 1959 
in Fayetteville, North 
Carolina to the late George 
Buchanan, Sr. and Delma 

(Schienert) Buchanan. 
He died at the age of 
66 on Jan. 30, 2026, at 
Hanceville Nursing Home, 
in Hanceville. A man deep 
in his faith, Randall was 
a devoted member of Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church. He 
had a love for people and 
was known for his gentle 
spirit. In addition, Randall 
spent many years working 
as a cook at Cullman 
Regional Medical Center 
where he enjoyed helping 
people, those he served and 
the coworkers he worked 
alongside. He leaves behind 
a legacy of what it means to 
walk humbly with God and 
care deeply for others. He 
is survived by his brother, 
George “Rusty” Buchanan, 
Jr., of North Pole, Alaska. 
It was Randall's request 
that donations be made 
to St. Jude or the Humane 
Society in lieu of flowers. 
Hanceville Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
Buchanan Family.

Alva Coyis Umphrey, 83
Mr. Umphrey passed away 
Jan. 16, 2026, in his home 
in Deatsville, Alabama 
where he and his wife had 
lived since 1985. He was 
born on Dec. 25, 1942, in 
Cullman, Alabama to Urias 
and Macie Umphrey. He 
graduated from West Point 
High School in 1961. He 
served four years in the 
United States Air Force 
and attended Jacksonville 
State University earning 
his Bachelor of Science in 
Accounting. On Dec. 18, 
1970, he married his college 
girlfriend, Sue Moore, 
and they began their life 
together in Montgomery, 
Alabama. Al and Sue were 
married 53 years. Al was a 
member of the First Baptist 
Church Montgomery 
since 1972 and had many 
lifelong friends in his 
Sunday School Class.  Al 
passed the CPA exam in 
1981 where he worked for 
the State of Alabama in 
the State Comptroller’s 
office for more than 25 
years. He retired in 1993 
and later worked for 
Montgomery County 
an additional 10 years 
until 2003 as the County 
Deputy Administrator. 
Al and Sue enjoyed 
traveling, having been to 
Nova Scotia, Germany, 
Amsterdam, and Brussels. 
They enjoyed some time 
in British Columbia 
Canada and many parts of 

the United States. One of 
their favorite destinations 
was the Grand Hotel in 
Point Clear, especially 
during Christmas time.  In 
addition to traveling, Al 
was a fan of math puzzles 
and enjoyed solving them. 
He loved dogs, especially 
German Shepards, and 
had several in his lifetime.  
He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his wife, a 
brother Ulen Lee Umphrey 
(Patricia); a sister Doris 
Harry (Jimmy), and 
a nephew Calvin Lee 
Umphrey. He is survived 
by his nephews James 
Umphrey (Conniejo) and 
Tim Harry (Terri), a niece 
Jolanda Hutson (Darryl), 
and several great nephews 
and nieces.  There will be 
a Memorial service at the 
First Baptist Church of 
Montgomery on Feb. 15, 
2026. The service will be in 
the Stakely Sanctuary with 
visitation at 1 p.m. and the 
Memorial starting a 2 pm.

Glenda Steele Bagwell, 
63
Funeral service for 
Glenda Bagwell, age 63 of 
Falkville, will be at 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Feb. 4, 
2026, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home with Gary 
McClellan officiating, 
burial at Cullman Heritage 
Cemetery. Visitation will 
be held prior to service 
from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026, at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home. Mrs. Bagwell passed 
away on Saturday, Jan. 31, 
2026, at her residence. She 
was born Sunday, June 3, 
1962 to Leldon and Gladys 
Steele. She was preceded in 
death by her parents and a 
host of brothers and sisters. 
Survivors include her 
children; Brandie Bearden, 
Matthew (Natasha) Bailey, 
Carie McDonald and 
Shannon McDonald, sister, 
Diane Westmoreland; 
brothers, Nathan Steele, 
Troy Steele, Danny (Vicky) 
Steele, and Kevin Steele, 
grandchildren; Haley 
Bearden, Taylor Bearden, 
Elijah Bailey, Ezarah 
Bailey, Brittany Baylor, 
Ethan Jackson, Katie 
Rickard and Blake Rickard.

Melissa June Shabel, 66
Funeral Service for Melissa 
June Shabel, age 66 of 
Cullman, will be at 1 p.m. 
on Friday, Feb. 6, 2026, at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home with Rev. Delbert 

Freeman officiating; burial 
at Flint Creek Cemetery. 
Visitation will be from 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m. on Friday, 
Feb. 6, 2026, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home. 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mrs. 
Shabel passed away on 
Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026, at her 
residence. She was born 
April 14, 1959, to James C. 
Dyer and Doris Mozelle 
Ogetree. She was preceded 
in death by her parents 
and her husband, Thomas 
"Tommy" Shabel. Survivors 
include her sons, Wesley 
W. Shabel and Sawyer 
Shabel (Emilee); grandson, 
Rory Shabel; brother, Brad 
Dyer (Kristy); sisters, 
Melinda Jean Shabel & 
Beth Parker (Rod); nieces 
and nephews, Bobby, 
John, Sam (Jennifer) Nick, 
Kendra (Aaron) & Kenton 
(Anna); and a host of great 
nieces, nephews, family 
and friends.

Ernest Elton Williams, 
79
Ernest Elton Williams, 
79, of Crane Hill passed 
away Feb. 1, 2026, at his 
residence. No services 
are planned at this time. 
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
family. Mr. Williams was 
born Oct. 17, 1946, to 
William Carvin and Edith 
Jackson Williams.  Ernest 
was a poultry farmer, cattle 
farmer and hay farmer.  
He worked on the oil rig 
for ten years.  He loved 
to fish, hunt and was an 
avid outdoorsman.   He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents; his daughter, 
Theresa Williams; brother, 
Kenneth Williams. 
Survivors include his wife 
of 59 years, Cathy Williams; 
daughter, Sharon Williams 
Sharpton; brothers, Keith 
(Anita) Williams, Ronnie 
Williams; sisters, Karen 
(Johnny) Chambers, 
Sandra Sanford, Peggy 
Calvert, Cindy (Dean) 
Hill, Judy (Larry) Henson, 
Kassie (Jay) Burleson, 
Destry Sharpton; great-
grandchild, Kythan Wayne 
Sharpton; family and 
friends. In lieu of flowers, 
the family suggests making 
donations to your church 
or your favorite charity. 
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.com.

John Wayne Heatherly, 

79
John Wayne Heatherly, 
known affectionately as 
Johnny by his friends, 
passed away on Jan. 30, 
2026, at the age of 79. Born 
on April 3, 1946, he was a 
beloved and adventurous 
individual, known for his 
devotion, and generosity. 
Johnny was a gentle, 
hard-working, and honest 
man, whose humorous, 
kind-hearted, patient, and 
wise nature left a lasting 
impact on all who knew 
him. Johnny was a proud 
Army veteran. He enjoyed 
piddling in the workshop 
and was a huge fan of 
Alabama football. His 
love for community was 
evident as he frequently 
visited flea markets and 
cherished mornings spent 
with friends at Jack's. He 
was a devoted husband 
to his wife, Sieglinde 
Heatherly, and a loving 
father to his daughters, 
LeAnna Wood (Gary) and 
Carrie Leslie (Sylvester), 
and sons, Alexander 
Heatherly (Karen) and 
Christopher Heatherly 
(Tessa). Johnny's family 
extended to his sister, 
Judy Clack, and brother, 
Ronald Heatherly. He was 
predeceased by his sister, 
Janath McCluskey, and 
brother, Gerald Heatherly. 
Johnny was also a cherished 
grandfather to Nicole 
Brown (Roy), Makenna 
Atkins (Kaitlyn), Neriah 
Leslie, Auston Leslie, Jake 
Wood, Grove Carlock, and 
Jonah Heatherly, and a 
great-grandfather to Lettie 
Atkins. He was blessed 
with bonus grandchildren 
Caroline Cleghorn, Rosalyn 
Cleghorn, and Reece 
Cleghorn. His influence 
and love extended to a host 
of nieces and nephews, 
with special thanks to Greg 
McCluskey (Karen) and 
Bobby Stercho for their 
support. A visitation will 
be held on Feb. 4, 2026, 
from noon-2 p.m. at Moss-
Service Funeral Home, 
located at 1901 Second 
Avenue NW, Cullman, 
AL 35055. Following the 
visitation, a Celebration 
of Life Funeral Service 
will take place at 2 p.m. in 
the Moss-Service Funeral 
Home Chapel. A graveside 
committal service will 
be conducted at Valley 
Springs Baptist Church 
Cemetery, 6979 County 
Road 437, Cullman, AL 
35057. Pallbearers for 

the services will be Greg 
McCluskey, Sylvester 
Leslie, Auston Leslie, Roy 
Brown, Jake Wood, and 
Bobby Stercho. Johnny's 
legacy is one of laughter 
and love, as he was known 
for his sense of humor, 
his distinctive laugh, 
and his habit of giving 
everyone nicknames. His 
memory will continue to 
bring smiles to the faces 
of those who had the 
privilege of knowing him. 
To leave condolences for 
the Heatherly family visit 
mossservicefh.com.  Moss 
Service Funeral Home 
directing.

Melissa ‘Missy Rae’ 
Munger, 53
A Celebration of Life 
service for Melissa "Missy 
Rae" Munger, 53, will 
be  Sunday, Feb. 8, 2026, 
at 3 p.m. at Peck Funeral 
Home Chapel, with Peck 
Funeral Home directing. 
Visitation will be Sunday, 
Feb. 8, 2026, from  1-3 p.m. 
at Peck Funeral Home. 
Mrs. Munger passed away 
on Friday, Jan. 30, 2026, at 
UAB Hospital. Missy  was 
born to Carl Michael and 
Gloria Joan Self Jackson 
in Michigan on June 6, 
1972. She was raised in the 
Baptist faith and truly loved 
life to the fullest. She was a 
licensed massage therapist 
at Kindred Spirits Massage  
Therapy in Hartselle. 
Missy was a phenomenal 
sketch artist that loved 
life  and all it had to offer, 
often trying new things, 
successful or not, she was  
onto to something else. Her 
greatest love was her family 
but her  grandchildren 
were her world. She is 
going to be terribly missed 
by all who  new her. Missy 
is preceded in death by 
her father, Carl "Mike" 
Jackson.  Survivors include 
her Husband - Matthew 
Munger, a Son - Jackson 
Shaw,  Daughters - Raegan 
Wiley (Seth) and Kelsey 
Riendeau (John), her 
Mother -  Joan Self Jackson, 
Brother - Michael Jackson 
(Kristi) and Step-children 
- Adam Munger (Ashley), 
Daniel Munger (Kari), 
Meredith Edmundson 
(Kevin) and Benjamin 
Munger (Marty)  her 
fourteen Grandchildren 
- Grayson, Axel, Nash, 
Kreed, Nashoba, Lennon,  
Arabella, Hudson, Lyla, 
Brooks, Jovi, Nora, Shane, 
Miles.
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Thatcher (from Front)

At a Lieutenant 
Governor po-
litical forum 
in Hoover last 
month, one 

of the moderators posed a 
simple question: name your 
favorite historical figure. 
Without a moment’s pause, 
I responded with Margaret 
Thatcher. 
	 Margaret Thatcher had 
the courage to lead with con-
viction, stand firm under im-
mense pressure, and funda-
mentally reshape her country 

by refusing to apologize for 
strong principles or tough 
decisions. She understood a 
timeless concept: leadership 
is measured by courage.
	 Margaret Thatcher did 
not rise to power because 
the path was easy. Thatcher 
rose because she believed her 
country was worth fighting 
for. In the face of criticism, 
doubt, and enormous pres-
sure, she stood steady. She 
carried the weight of respon-
sibility with grace and re-
solve, and she reminded the 
world that strength means 
you have the willingness to do 
what is right when it would be 

easier to do nothing.
	 She believed in the dig-
nity of work, in the power 
of freedom, and in the truth 
that ordinary people—fami-
lies, workers, small business 
owners—are the real heart of 
a nation. Margaret Thatcher 
spoke for those who simply 
wanted a chance to build a 
better life, and she refused to 
let government or fear stand 
in the way of that opportuni-
ty.
	 As I seek to serve as Lieu-
tenant Governor of Alabama, 
I am inspired by those same 
principles. Alabama is filled 
with hardworking people 

who love their communities, 
raise their children with 
faith, and deserve leaders 
who will fight for their future. 
Like Thatcher, I believe lead-
ership means standing firm, 
speaking frankly, and serving 
with purpose.
	 My commitment is to 
Build a Better Alabama 
through thoughtful policy 
and responsible governance. 
As Lieutenant Governor, I 
will use my influence to ad-
vocate for job creation and 
retention, pathways to em-
ployment, dependable infra-
structure, rural healthcare 
access, and public safety sup-

port—all issues I have worked 
with extensively throughout 
my career in business. These 
are real solutions that can 
stifle generational poverty. 
These are covenants to the 
next generation so that our 
children and grandchildren 
inherit an Alabama that is 
stronger, safer, and full of op-
portunity.
	  This election cycle, for 
once, let’s put the career po-
litical games aside. Your vote 
represents the kind of state 
we want to leave behind. It is 
about choosing courage over 
complacency, conviction over 
convenience, and service 

over self. 
	 I am asking you to stand 
with me. Believe what Ala-
bama can become. Help us 
build a future worthy of the 
5.1 million residents who call 
our state home.
	 The Republican primary 
is Tuesday, May 19, 2026, and 
I, Nicole Jones Wadsworth, 
would be honored to earn 
your vote for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor. Together, we can Build 
a Better Alabama. 

Dr. Nicole Jones 
Wadsworth

Candidate for Lt. 
Governor of Alabama

Dr. Nicole Jones 
Wadsworth

Workers (from Front)

I have spent my life 
serving the people of 
Alabama, from joining 
the US Marine Corps 

at 18 years old, to serving 
the last 27 years in law 
enforcement as a deputy 
sheriff, with the last 11 
years as Sheriff of Cullman 
County. The one thing I 
know for certain is this: the 
backbone of our state is our 
people. Hardworking men 
and women who keep the 
lights on, the trains running, 
and the wheels of industry 
turning.
	 As I run for the Alabama 
Public Service Commission, I 

want to be clear about why I 
am in this race. I am running 
to protect good-paying 
Alabama jobs.
	 Across our state, linemen 
brave storms to restore 
power so families do not go 
without electricity.
	 Men and women work in 
power plants, gas companies, 
rail yards, and coal mines, 
doing the work that keeps 
Alabama moving. These are 
skilled workers who ask for 
very little, just fairness and 
the chance to earn an honest 
living.
	 But those jobs are under 
threat.
	 Leftover energy 
policies from the Biden 
regime, pushed by radical 

environmental groups, do 
not reflect reality here in 
Alabama.
	 These policies threaten 
not just utility workers, but 
entire communities that 
depend on those jobs. Coal 
miners, electricians, truckers, 
manufacturers, welders, and 
countless others all feel the 
impact. 
	 This is not just about 
shutting down a plant. When 
Alabama businesses are 
forced to move to  “green 
mandates” without realistic 
planning, everyone suffers. 
After four years of Biden's 
policies of heavy-handed 
government intervention, 
costly mandates, and 
favoritism toward the “green” 

energy sector, President 
Donald Trump has brought 
back common sense and is 
treating our domestic energy 
resources as the strategic 
assets they are. 
	 That same common 
sense guided me as Sheriff 
of Cullman County. When 
“liberal” policies tied the 
hands of law enforcement 
and made it easier for violent 
and repeat offenders to 
return to our streets, I fought 
back against these liberal 
national groups like the SPLC 
and others.
	 Our county was tied 
up in a federal lawsuit that 
restricted how bail could be 
set, allowing repeat offenders 
to be released quickly. After 

years of legal battles, the 
injunction was lifted, and law 
enforcement once again had 
the tools needed to protect 
our communities.
	 Standing up for workers 
and standing up for public 
safety go hand in hand. 
Families cannot thrive 
when jobs disappear, and 
they cannot thrive when 
communities are unsafe.
	 As Public Service 
Commissioner, I will fight 
for the men and women 
who built Alabama’s energy 
infrastructure and who 
maintain it every single day. 
I will make sure decisions are 
based on reality, not ideology, 
and that Alabama families 
come before bureaucrats in 

Washington.
	 The future of Alabama 
depends on strong 
infrastructure, strong 
families, and strong jobs. 
I have spent my career 
standing up for citizens and 
for those who may not have a 
voice.
	 Let us protect what 
works, fix what doesn't, and 
make sure Alabama is never 
left behind in the name of so-
called progress.
	 I will be your voice. The 
Citizens' Voice.
	

Cullman County 
Sheriff Matt Gentry

Candidate for Alabama 
Public Service 

Commission, Place 1

Matt Gentry 
Contributor
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There comes a 
moment, some-
times quietly and 
sometimes after 

damage has already been 
done, when you realize your 
level of self-respect was never 
where you believed it to be.
	 I learned that recently, 
not through a single event, 
but through patterns I kept 
excusing. Low self-esteem 
mixed with depression has 
a way of distorting reality. 
It convinces you that effort 
equals worth, that worry 

equals love and that if you 
just give a little more of your-
self, things will finally feel 
balanced. Instead, everything 
feels heavier.
	 A lopsided friendship or 
relationship will do that to 
you. You show up fully, con-
sistently, emotionally. You 
worry when they pull away. 
You replay conversations. 
You wonder what you said 
wrong, what you failed to 
notice, what you could have 
done differently. 
	 Meanwhile, the other 
person moves freely through 
their life, untouched by your 
absence.

	 These are the people who 
can spend a week solid with 
you and then disappear for 
a month. They return with-
out explanation, without 
accountability and without 
recognizing the cost of that 
silence. 
	 If you find yourself in 
that position, stop spending 
your time, energy and mental 
power trying to solve a puzzle 
that was never meant to be 
fair.
	 Do not ask yourself how 
you could have fixed it. Do not 
rewrite your words or soften 
your needs. It would not have 
changed the ending. At best, 

it would have only delayed 
the inevitable.
	 For those of us who live 
with depression, self-doubt, 
self-loathing or a deep lack 
of self-esteem, this is where 
the danger lies. Vulnerability 
without boundaries does not 
attract healing. It attracts 
people who sense your will-
ingness to overextend, to 
excuse harm and to accept 
crumbs as connection.
	 These are the users, the 
abusers, the emotional vul-
tures. They do not always 
look cruel. Often they look 
charming, wounded or in 
need. They fill you with reas-

surance, promises and care-
fully chosen words until they 
get what they want. 
	 It may last a week, a 
month or even decades, but 
the cost is always the same. 
You slowly disappear while 
trying to keep them comfort-
able.
	 This is why I no longer be-
lieve a relationship should be 
the goal when you are at war 
with yourself. 
	 Loneliness is painful, but 
being depleted by someone 
who never truly sees you is 
worse. No human being can 
bring you peace if you do not 
first learn how to protect it.

	 Raising your level of 
self-respect is not about 
becoming cold or guarded. 
It is about recognizing that 
consistency matters. Effort 
matters. Presence matters. 
If someone cannot meet you 
there, that is not a challenge 
to overcome. It is informa-
tion.
	 Peace is not found in 
fixing other people or earning 
their attention. It is found in 
learning when to walk away 
without explanation and 
without apology. When you 
finally do that, you are not 
losing anyone. You are re-
claiming yourself.
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