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FOR YOU!

GARLAN
GUDGER

SENATOR

PD. POL. ADV. GUDGER FOR SENATE
314 2ND AVE. SE, CULLMAN 35055

Services & Products offered:

Propane, Milwaukee Tools,

Livestock Feed, Pet Supplies,

Lawn��arden Supplies

Services & Products offered:
Propane, Milwaukee Tools,

Livestock Feed, Pet Supplies,
Lawn/Garden Supplies

ALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALER

GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR
7 YEARS IN A ROW!7 YEARS IN A ROW!

Celebrate the

Savings With 
Celebrate the
Savings With 

Bill’s Deals!Bill’s Deals!
BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.

WAS $59,415

NOW $50,915

17" Machined Aluminum Wheels
6.6L V8 Engine
X31 Off-Road Package
5th Wheel & Gooseneck Wiring
Provisions

2025 GMC 
Sierra 2500
HD

STK# 58946

��

SAVE
$8,500

MOSTLY SUNNY

WEATHER
42 26

SOURCE: WEATHER.GOV
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PET OF THE WEEK
Sadie, a gentle soul

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
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RUSSELL FRYE/WSCC SPORTS INFORMATION
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Wallace 
State cheer 

finishes second 
nationally 

at 2026 UCA 
Nationals
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Dripping Springs DAR 
honors DAR Good Citizens

Native Tree Sale set for Feb. 21 at Agriplex

Left to right are Regent Cathy Shallal, Ella Dickerson (Cold Springs), Zoe Powell (Cullman Christian), 
Reese Hopper (Cullman), Isaac Graves (Hanceville), Aubrey Bailey (Fairview), Marissa Williams (Holly 
Pond), Maggie Payne (Vinemont), Madeline Pinion (West Point) and Chair Dr. Nancy Horton.

ATHELIA GIBBS

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Dripping Springs Chapter of 
the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR) at its 
recent meeting honored DAR 
Good Citizens from area high 
schools. 
	 Each school selected a 
member of its senior class as 
a DAR Good Citizen, based 
on dependability, service, 
leadership and patriotism 
as shown by their scholastic 
achievements, extracurricu-

lar activities and community 
service. 
	 Students may also partic-
ipate in writing an essay on a 
patriotic topic given to them 
by the committee.  

Students who received 
DAR Good Citizen awards 
are:
•	 Cold Springs High School: 
Ella Grace Dickerson
•	 Cullman Christian 
School: Zoe Allyssa Powell
•	 Cullman High School: 
Reese Hopper

•	 Fairview High School: 
Aubrey Grace Bailey
•	 Hanceville High School: 
Isaac William Graves
•	 Holly Pond High School: 
Marissa Christina Williams
•	 Saint Bernard Preparato-
ry School: Sarah Woods
•	 Vinemont High School: 
Maggie Ryan Payne
•	 West Point High School: 
Madeline Rae Pinion

The overall Good Citizen 
chosen by a panel of judges 
was Maggie Ryan Payne.  The 
overall Essay Winner was 

Madeline Rae Pinion. Each 
was awarded $100 by the 
Dripping Springs chapter.  
	 Each Good Citizen was 
given a pin and a certificate by 
Chapter Regent Cathy Shal-
lal.  Dr. Nancy Horton, chair 
of the DAR Good Citizens 
committee, read excerpts 
from each of their recom-
mendation letters or essays.  
The essay winner read her 
essay. 
	 A reception was held after 
the ceremony for the stu-
dents and their parents and 
guests. 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Local 
green thumbs looking to 

add native plants to their 
landscapes will have the 
opportunity to do so during 
the upcoming Native Tree 
Sale hosted by the Cullman 

County Natural Resources 
Planning Committee on Sat-
urday, Feb. 21, at the North 
Alabama Agriplex.
	 The sale will run from 9 

a.m.-noon, or until inventory 
is sold out, and will feature a 
variety of trees and shrubs 
native to north Alabama that 
are well suited to 

Staff Reports
Contributor

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

Chloe Walker wins 
2026 Cullman 
County Spelling Bee

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

Fairview Middle School 
seventh grader Chloe Walker 
was the last student standing 
out of 23 of the area’s top 
spellers at the 99th annual 
Cullman County Spelling 
Bee this week. The event 
took place Tuesday, Feb. 2, 
at Temple Baptist Church 
in Cullman. The winning 
word was “pinnacle.”

Local nonprofit 
hosts Women’s 
Health Forum

LAUREN ESTES/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman County District 
Attorney Champ Crocker 
speaks at the 2026 Women's 
Health Forum on Saturday, 
Jan. 31, at 
Cotton Creek. » PAGE 2

30th annual Big 
Band Dance this 
Friday » PAGE 5

Father, daughter 
found dead in 
Colony; no foul play 
suspected » PAGE 3

VINEMONT, Ala. — The 
Vinemont Town Council 
held its regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting on Tues-
day, Feb. 3, with members 
approving several infrastruc-
ture improvements and com-

munity support items during 
the session.
	 Council members ap-
proved a series of capital and 
maintenance projects aimed 
at improving town facilities, 
roadways and public safety 
services.
	 Among the items ap-
proved was the replacement 

of three bay doors at the 
Vinemont-Providence Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 
with material costs totaling 
$7,380.
	 The council also ap-
proved a comprehensive 
street paving and striping 
plan covering multiple areas 
throughout town. Striping 

work was approved for Fed-
erer, Roberson, Johnson, 
Nesmith, Kelley, Virginia, 
Lipsey, Oakley and County 
Road 1297 at a cost of $4,527. 
Paving projects include 
Oakley Street at $23,112 and 
Lipsey Street at $11,114, along 
with an overlay and striping 
project on County 

Vinemont council greenlights road projects, 
Vinemont Sports Complex batting cages pavilion
Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com
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The Poetry of Recovery: Re-
covery Support Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 514 
Cleveland Ave. SW in Cullman. 
Facebook/The Poetry of Re-
covery. Contact Jeff at 727-542-
6413 or John at 256-636-0612.

Cullman County Historical So-
ciety Meetings
We meet the fourth Sunday of 
the month from 2-4 p.m. at the 
Cullman County Museum. Each 
meeting features a specific pro-
gram or speaker. Join us!

Attention Senior Citizens
• If you are 60 or over, please 
come to the Cullman Senior 
Center at 1539 Sportsman Lake 
Road NW and have some fun 
with us and eat lunch. Good fun, 
good friends and good food. Dif-
ferent things going on Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m.-noon.
• Volunteers needed to deliver 
meals to homebound. Call Com-
mission on Aging for info. 256-
734-1241.  

Cullman County Republican 
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman 
VFW. President Cathi Bradford: 
“We are going to begin training 
to track legislation in Montgom-
ery. If you need information, 
you can directly message me on 
Facebook.” Full meals at 5:30. 
Meetings start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 9 
a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 p.m. We 
are located at 1503 Second St. 
SW, Cullman (in the Housing 
Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support 
Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Ala-
bama Career Center, 1201 Kath-
erine St. NW in Cullman. Con-
tact Olivia Wade, case manager, 
at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station next to the 
town’s park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a bag, 
and for $40 a shopper can fill a 
large box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some re-
strictions and product limits on 
the items. Cash and checks ac-
cepted. Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 
Alabama Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handicap acces-
sible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the 
Donald E. Green Adult Active 
Center, 1625 Cleveland Ave. SW. 
The first meeting is free. TOPS, a 
national program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to weight 
loss and management through 
weekly meetings providing in-
formation, accountability, sup-
port and encouragement where 
you make the changes that make 
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by some-
one else’s addiction. We offer 
Help by sharing our experiences, 
strength and hope. We carry 
the message of hope by letting 
others know that they are not 
alone by practicing the 12 Steps 
of NAR-ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect Your 
Anonymity. Our program is not 
a religious one, but a spiritual 

way of life. Meetings will be held 
at The Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. Con-
tact Jamie Weathersby Smith 
256-708-7122 or Don or Nancy 
McKenzie 256-736-3327 or 256-
736-3470 for more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected 
by alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity Al-Anon Group meets 
each Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also a 
Zoom meeting each Tuesday at 
noon. The Courage to Change 
Al-Anon Family Group meets 
on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 305 Arnold 
St. NE in the Carriage House, 
located between the church and 
the Arnold House on the corner. 
For more information call 256-
734-2231 or 256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cull-
man
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcullman@
gmail.com
• FB-Spirit Life Church Cull-
man
• Friday, Feb. 6 – Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and testi-
monies. Hurts, habits and hang-
ups are a part of everyone's life. 
Come and see how to overcome 
these and more! Dinner at 6 p.m. 
Meeting starts at 6:30. Childcare 
provided.
• Sunday, Feb. 8 – 8:15 a.m. 
Van runs in 5 Points Area. Call 
Betty Hays at 256-338-3728 for 
pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. Bible 
study classes for children, youth 
and adults at 10. Praise and 
worship and message by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd at 11. Healing ser-
vice at 5 p.m.

Shirley Burden Public Library 
in Hanceville
• Families are joining the library 
for fun and programs! The li-
brary is open Tuesday-Friday 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. (closed from noon-1 
p.m.) and Saturdays from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Join us on Facebook 
for weekly details or please feel 
free to call us at 256-352-0685. 
• Wednesday, Feb. 11, at 10 a.m. 
Storytime with Rachel McFar-
land leading the children’s Val-
entine Party 
• Tuesday, Feb. 17, at 11 a.m. 
Spanish class with Alejandra 
Pena
• Wednesday, Feb. 18, at 10 a.m. 
Storytime with Melissa Porter
• Wednesday, Feb. 25, at 10 a.m. 
North Alabama Agriplex story-
time and book club led by Briana 
Taylor
• Saturday, March 14, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Hanceville Irish Fes-
tival and BOOK SALE 

30th Annual Big Band Dance
Friday, Feb. 6, from 7-9 p.m. at 
Loft 212. Swing the night away! 
Featuring the Cullman High 
School Jazz Band. Admission is 
$10 per person.

Heartland Quilt Guild Meeting
Thursday, Feb. 12, at 6 p.m. at 
Christ Covenant Church, 1310 
Saint Joseph Dr. NW in Cull-
man. Quilters of all experience 
levels are welcome.

Cullman Area Chamber Foun-
dation Mardi Gras Parade & 
Gumbo Cook-Off 
Saturday, Feb. 14, at 1 p.m. in 
the Art District (Fourth Street 
Southwest and Cotton Creek 
area). This family friendly 
event will feature a colorful 
Mardi Gras parade, followed by 
a gumbo cook-off showcasing 
teams competing for best gumbo 
and community pride. Attend-
ees can enjoy delicious gumbo 
tastings, festive décor, live music 
and the vibrant energy of Mardi 
Gras right here in Cullman! Grab 
your beads, bring your friends 
and family and join us in the Art 
District.

Vinemont Valentine’s Day-
Themed Senior Community 
Luncheon 
Monday, Feb. 16, from 10 a.m.-1 

p.m. at the Vinemont Communi-
ty Center, 88 Ridgeway St. Can-
dlelight Valentine’s luncheon, 
with pasta, salad and bread. Door 
prizes. Rodger Walling will be 
sharing the history of Vinemont 
and encouraging seniors to share 
memories of Vinemont. For 
more information, visit www.
facebook.com/townofsouth-
vinemont or call 256-737-5311. 
Free. Open to all seniors across 
the county. 
 
21st Annual Empty Bowls of 
Cullman County Chili Dinner
Monday, Feb. 16, from 4-6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church in Cullman. Dine in 
or carry out. The evening will 
feature chili prepared by Two 
Guys, grilled cheese sandwiches, 
handmade pottery bowls and a 
silent auction. Guests will also 
enjoy Southern gospel music by 
Brian Westbrook & the Misfits 
and Enell Baker. Ron Mosely Jr. 
of WKUL Radio 92.1 will serve 
as the special guest emcee. Each 
attendee receives a handcraft-
ed bowl as a reminder of those 
facing empty bowls at home and 
the ongoing need for food assis-
tance in the community. Benefits 
Cullman Caring for Kids. First 
United Methodist Church is 
located at 320 Third Ave. SE, 
Cullman. Tickets are $15 and are 
available at the church or Cull-
man Caring for Kids (402 Arnold 
St. NE, Suite W-1, Cullman).

Holly Pond Lions Club Annual 
Beans and Greens Dinner
Saturday, Feb. 21, from 4-7 p.m. 
at the Holly Pond Lions Club 
building. Admission is by dona-
tion, with proceeds supporting 
community projects related to 
vision, hunger, diabetes, envi-
ronment and childhood cancer. 
Additionally, we are collecting 
canned and nonperishable food 
items for the local food pantry. 
Donations can be dropped off 
at the pantry (located between 
town hall and the fire depart-
ment) or brought to the dinner 
Feb. 21.

Casino Night Benefiting Hope 
Horses
Saturday, Feb. 28, from 6-10 p.m. 
at Cotton Creek, 417 Third Ave. 
SW in Cullman. Let's go all-in 
for a fun-filled casino night ben-
efiting Hope Horses! Tickets are 
$100 and include dinner, drinks 
and starter chips! Hope Horses, 
Inc. is a nonprofit organization. 
All donations made payable to 
Hope Horses are tax deductible. 
For more information, please 
email us at krice@hopehorse-
sinc.com. 
 
Men of the Covenant Men's 
Conference
• Sunday, March 1, from 5-7 
p.m. at Seventh Street Baptist 
Church, 708 Seventh St. SW in 
Cullman. Men, you’re invited to 
a powerful and timely gathering 
designed to strengthen your 
walk, sharpen your leadership 
and renew your commitment to 
Christ and your family.
• We are honored to welcome 
two dynamic speakers: Jason 
Simpson, north Alabama mete-
orologist and faithful deacon at 
Valleydale Church in Hoover; 
and Christopher Smith, longtime 
Men's Ministry Team Member 
at Whitesburg Baptist Church in 
Huntsville.
• This evening will be filled with 
strong biblical teaching, real-life 
encouragement, worship and au-
thentic brotherhood. Our theme 
is rooted in the bold declaration 
of Joshua: "As for me and my 
house, we will serve the LORD." 
- Joshua 24:15
• Whether you are a husband, 
father, grandfather, young pro-
fessional or student, this confer-
ence is for you. Be challenged to 
lead your home with conviction, 
courage and commitment. Bring 
a friend. Bring your son. Bring 
your small group. Stand as a Man 
of the Covenant.
• Register at www.7thstreetba-
12tist.com. 

Cullman County Master Gard-
ners Native Azalea and Wild-
flower Sale
Saturday, March 21, from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. at the fairgrounds at 
Sportsman Lake Park

Cullman County Master Gard-
ners Spring Plant Sale
Friday and Saturday, April 17-18, 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at the fair-
grounds at Sportsman Lake Park

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Feb. 4
Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Feb. 4, 2026. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Jan. 29
•	 counterfeit $10; State of 
Alabama; Cherokee Ave. SW

Feb. 2
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering a motor vehicle; 
theft of property-2nd degree; 
person; medication
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering a motor vehicle; 
theft of property-2nd degree; 
person; pistol; $300
•	 burglary-3rd degree; 

person; Main Ave. SW
•	 harassment; person

Feb. 3
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree; person; ’05 Chev. 
Cavalier; $500; Industrial Dr. 
SW
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $219; Olive St. 
SW

ARRESTS
Feb. 2-3
Jones, Braxton C.; 24
•	 FTA – driving while sus-
pended (2 counts)

Reno, Mark D.; 63
•	 FTA – driving while re-
voked
•	 FTA – insurance violation

Thompson, Destiney K.; 28
•	 FTA – criminal tres-
pass-1st degree (2 counts)
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – illegal possession 
of prescription drugs

Gaddis, Jennifer A.; 41
•	 FTA – possession of drug 

paraphernalia (2 counts)
•	 FTA – criminal tres-
pass-2nd degree
•	 FTA – public intoxication 
(2 counts)
•	 FTA – disorderly conduct

Nugent, Allison R.; 18
•	 FTA – public intoxication

Holloway, Glen A.; 79
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

James, Angel M.; 29
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Buford, Johnny R.; 44
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Murphree, Steven T.; 67
•	 DUI

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Local 
nonprofit Lotus Health 
hosted the 2026 Women's 
Health Forum on Saturday, 
Jan. 31, at Cotton Creek. It 
was a free event “designed 
to bring together Alabama 
women, families, health care 
experts, educators and gov-
ernment leaders for a full 
day of learning, support and 
health resources. The goal 
of this forum is to highlight 
and expand the availability 
of women's health services 
across the state.”
	 Some of the speakers 
included Cullman County 
Sheriff Matt Gentry, Cull-
man County District Attor-
ney Champ Crocker, Capt. 
Dr. Edward Porter, Lt. Chad 
Whaley, Investigator Tim 
Creel, former Navy SEAL and 
U.S. Senate candidate Jared 
Hudson, among others. 
	 Crocker talked about 
human trafficking cases, as 
well updates on Aniah’s Law, 
which allows judges to deny 
bail to individuals accused of 
serious, violent crimes.
	 “When it comes to vic-
tims and their bond, we try 
to let the victims know what 
they have available to them 
and to get them help,” Crock-
er said. 
	 “A bond condition is they 
cannot have direct or indi-
rect contact with the victim. 
If they are on probation or 
held on bond in order to keep 
them away from that victim 
— that can be done until we 
can go to court for the safety 
of the victim.”
	 Hudson said every com-
munity is affected by human 
trafficking and child exploita-
tion. 
	 “That reality is what led 
my wife and me to start Cov-
enant Rescue Group,” he said.
	 “As the father of three 
young girls, nothing hits 
closer to home than protect-
ing our children — and that is 
ultimately what led me to run 
for the United States Senate. 
I’m not a career politician 
chasing power or TV camer-

as. I’m a husband and a father 
who has risked everything 
in service to others — over-
seas as a Navy SEAL, here at 
home as a deputy and in the 
shadows stopping traffickers. 
Now I’m ready to carry that 
same service on behalf of the 
people of this great state to 
the U.S. Senate. With me as 
your senator, you’ll have a 
fierce protector who treats 
your family’s safety the same 
way I treat my daughters’: 
non-negotiable.”
	 Gentry said attendance 
at the event was good, and 
he believed the event went 
well, despite the not-so-good 
weather. 
	 “I enjoyed being able to 
speak to the citizens about 
what we have accomplished 
over the last 11 years in regard 
to creating a victim service 
deputy, the issues with do-
mestic violence and human 
trafficking,” he explained. 
	 “The citizens in atten-
dance were very receptive 
and appreciative of the hard 
work of the men and women 
of the Cullman County Sher-
iff’s Office. I’m very excited to 
hear Chad (Whaley)‘s vision 
that he spoke about in ex-
panding the Victim Service 
Unit to help victims of crimes 
across Cullman County.”
	 Whaley chimed in, saying 
he was honored to have been 
a part of the forum hosted by 
Lotus Health. 
	 “I truly believe that train-
ing and communication save 
lives,” he said.
	 “Domestic violence, 
mental health crises and 
human trafficking thrive in 
silence — but they are con-
fronted through collabora-
tion.
	 "When law enforcement, 
victim services, mental 
health professionals and the 
public share information, 
speak up and work together, 
awareness turns into action. 
The more we communicate, 
the stronger our response, 
the safer our communities 
and the more lives we pro-
tect.”
	 Creel said training is a 
must.

	 “Dispatchers and re-
sponding law enforcement 
on any call, especially do-
mestic ones, must have train-
ing,” he shared. “Not only 
training with escalation, but 
also sound tactical training. 
We can’t help victims if we 
become a victim at the scene. 
The participants stayed on 
topic, for the most part.  I 
talked to several audience 
members that learned a lot. 
Some want more of the same, 
covering different topics.”
	 Potter gave sobering sta-
tistics, saying one in three 
women and one and seven 
men are involved in domestic 
violence.
	 “It accounts for about 
15% of the crime in America,” 
Potter said.
	 “One of the questions that 
is often asked: ‘Why don’t 
they just leave?’ A lot of times 
the male is the provider for 
the home, food and welfare of 
the woman and children. Our 
community needs more re-
sources for those individuals 
and families – a place to stay 
where they can feel secure 
and safe. Currently there’s 
not enough shelters for 
women and children to pro-
vide that security and safety. 
Our community has to come 
together with the church-
es, nonprofits and more to 
hammer out a plan for such 
shelters for individuals and 
their children. 
	 He continued, “We cur-
rently need to improve on 
our protection from abuse to 
extend it to people who are 
not having a relationship. 
Currently our protection 
order only protects those in-
dividuals who are having a re-
lationship with their abuser. 
	 "If a young lady had a 
stalker that she has never had 
a relationship with, she could 
not get a protection order, 
and this needs to change in 
the state of Alabama.”
	 Potter said he thought all 
the speakers did an excellent 
job at the forum. 
	 Learn more about Lotus 
Health at www.lotushealth-
inc.org. 

Forum (from Front)

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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GGaauuggee  DDaayy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

AAnnaabbeellllee  HHoowwzzee  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
LLuuccaass  GGrraayy  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr
SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  

RRhhoonnddaa  RRiicchhiiee  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt

COMMUNITY CORNER

FOR SALE
FOR SALE-STAINLESS 
STEEL REFRIGERA-
TOR $100 | Black stove 
$100 | Contact 256-339-
8623

BREATHE FREELY AT 
HOME! Central Boiler's 
Classic Edge Titanium 
HDX OUTDOOR wood 
furnace eliminates indoor 
smoke for healthier living. 
Boilerworx Plus – serving 
Cullman and surrounding 
areas. Call 256-347-6832!

SERVICES
APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service avail-
able for appliance repair. 
Washer/Dryer, Dishwash-
er, Refrigerator, Stove/
Oven and all major appli-
ances. Certified, Insured 
techs. Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to schedule your 
appointment now! 1-877-
441-0132

SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million 
readers each week!  Run 
your ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 per 
week! Make one call to this 
newspaper (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is to 
advertise statewide! 

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and shower 
systems at AFFORDABLE 

PRICES! Lifetime warran-
ty & professional installs. 
Call Now! 1-833-770-0326

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION:  A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area and 
do repairs to protect your 
family and your home's 
value! If you have water in 
your home that needs to 
be dried, Call 24/7: 1-833-
879-1371 Have zip code 
of service location ready 
when you call! 

WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-833-

650-7885

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-833-641-6606

FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you can 
save! 1-833-641-6672

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting 
& Flooring. Call Today! 
1-833-641-6567

NO MORE CLEANING 
OUT GUTTERS. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter protec-
tion for your home, backed 
by a no-clog guarantee 
and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-833-
683-2005 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Plus 
get 20% off! Seniors and 
military save an additional 
10%. Restrictions apply, 
see representative for war-
ranty and offer details

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with 
a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase* Call 1-877-323-
5516 today to schedule 

a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power 
move.

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-877-817-4697 
www.dental50plus.com/
alabama #6258

REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
with the best looking and 
longest lasting materi-
al steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer 
up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off install 
(for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-833-
955-3163

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 
1-877-724-3049 today!

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

COLONY, Ala. — Two 
people were found dead in 
a van near a residence in 
Colony on Tuesday morn-
ing, Feb. 3. Cullman County 
Coroner Jeremy Kilpatrick 
on Tuesday night identified 
the decedents as father and 
daughter Carthel Morgan, 63, 
and Felicia Morgan, 37, both 
of Colony. He said the cause 
of death was methamphet-
amine overdose.
	 The Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) earli-
er Tuesday said there was no 
evidence of foul play.
	 The Cullman County Cor-
oner’s Office and CCSO inves-
tigated the deaths.  
	 The CCSO said in a state-
ment Tuesday morning, “The 
Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office is currently assisting 

the Cullman County Coro-
ner’s Office in an active death 
investigation in the Colony 
community. At approximate-
ly 7:00 a.m. on Tuesday, two 
individuals were found de-
ceased inside a van at a resi-
dence in Colony. At this time, 
there is no evidence of foul 

play. The incident appears 
to be isolated, and there is 
no danger to the public. This 
remains an active and ongo-
ing investigation. Additional 
information will be released 
as it becomes available.”
	 No further details are 
available.

Colony (from Front)
Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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Wallace State cheer finishes second nationally at 2026 UCA Nationals

PREP BASKETBALL
Cullman celebrates senior night with a 62-30 rout of Hanceville

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Wal-
lace State Cheer turned in 
a standout performance on 
the national stage, finishing 
second in the nation at the 
2026 Universal Cheerleaders 
Association (UCA) Nation-
als in the Open Small Coed 
Cheer Division.
	 The Lions claimed the 
national runner-up spot after 
a strong showing against 
top programs nationwide, 
finishing just behind North-
west Community College. 
The result caps a successful 
season for Wallace State 
Cheer and further establish-
es the program as one of the 
nation’s elite junior college 
squads.
	 Under the direction of 
head coach Kevin Yates 
and assistant coach Darion 

Mitchell, Wallace State de-
livered a high-energy routine 
that showcased athleticism, 
precision and teamwork. The 
Lions’ performance reflected 
months of preparation and 
a collective commitment to 
excellence, culminating in a 
podium finish at one of cheer-
leading’s premier national 
competitions.
	 The Wallace State roster 
featured a strong blend of ex-
perience and new talent.
	 Sophomores on the squad 
included Shyla Armistad, 
Ashley Benefield, Evelyn 
Daniels, Morgan Godfrey, 
Gabriela Green, Kenlee Hall, 
Madeline Hallmark, Omari 
Nelson, Gracelyn Peterson, 
David Springer and Adyson 
Wallace.
	 Freshmen contributing to 
the national runner-up finish 
were Kylee Broadle, Addys-
on Burgess, Marley Croxton, 

Ashlyn Danecker, Rachel Du-
eland, Mack Dumas, Laney 
Duval, Addi Dyer, Taylor 
French, Kaitlyn Godfrey, 
Morgan Godfrey, Cole Green, 
Emery Hester, Jed Hollis, 
Tori Kay, KayTi Murillo, Jas-
salyn Nichols, JC Patterson, 
and Jo-Anna Phillips.
	 Throughout the season, 
the Lions demonstrated con-
sistency, resilience, and com-
petitive toughness, qualities 
that were on full display at 
nationals. The second-place 
finish is among the highest 
national results in program 
history and highlights the 
continued growth of Wallace 
State Cheer.
	 With a strong foundation 
in place and national recog-
nition now secured, Wallace 
State Cheer looks poised to 
remain a force on the na-
tional stage in the seasons to 
come.

CULLMAN, Ala. — Closing 
out another 20-win regular 
season under head coach 
Stu Stuedeman, Cullman’s 
varsity boys hosted Hancev-
ille on Tuesday night. After 
honoring the second-win-
ningest senior class in school 
history before the game, 
an all-senior starting five 
trotted out to tip it off. The 
Bulldogs played as well as a 
team could in their situation, 
keeping it within the realm 
of possibility for a comeback 
at halftime, but the Bearcats 
slammed the door on that 
early in the third, running 
away with a 62-30 victory. 
	 Opening scoring, Colt 

Fletcher hit a pair from the 
charity stripe, which was 
quickly answered by a Drake 
Bentley three for the Bull-
dogs.
	 Cullman heated up from 
deep shortly after, rattling 
off three straight from deep 
by Sam Dorough, Everett 
Swindall and Max Brooks to 
make it 11-3.
	 Bentley was in command 
of Hanceville’s offense, scor-
ing on a driving layup and 
a mid-range jumper to re-
spond to the ‘Cats run.
	 A usual starter, big 
man Brooks Loftin finally 
checked in halfway through 
the quarter, and recorded 
a nice put-back layup and a 
swing pass out to Graves on 
a three. Cullman ended the 

first quarter up 18-9.
	 While acknowledging 
his appreciation for his 
senior class and noting their 
achievements, Stuedeman 
admitted the senior night 
tradition of starting all se-
niors can sometimes inter-
fere with the team’s rhythm. 
He credited the unorthodox 
rotations to a slow start, de-
spite the lead. 
	 Dorough, recently re-
turned from injury, gave the 
Bearcats a quick bucket to 
open the second quarter. 
	 After a three by Hancev-
ille’s Sam Abney, Loftin 
began heating up inside.
	 A two-handed jam, a pair 
of free throws and a smooth 
jumper from the elbow 
pushed Cullman towards an-

other solid lead at the half, up 
29-16. 
	 With the area tourna-
ments beginning this week-
end, getting the Bearcats’ 
star duo of Dorough and 
Loftin back in rhythm has 
been a priority. In the third 
quarter, they showed they’re 
ready. 
	 In transition, Dorough 
found Loftin down-court 
on a football-style pass for 
a layup in the middle of the 
15-0 run that opened the 
half.
	 The ball movement, shot 
selection, press defense and 
activity on the boards all 
fueled the heater that had 
Cullman up 44-16 midway 
through the period.
	 Hanceville’s Kade Schulz 

would hit two straight threes 
late in the third, but it was 
too steep a hill to climb. 
	 Finishing the senior 
night game, Cullman had 
a chance to give some run 
to the young guns, with 
sophomore Sawyer Perry, 
freshman Costa Burks and 
Swindall, an eighth grader, 
all scoring to cap off a 62-30 
win for the Bearcats.
	 Leading Cullman in scor-
ing was sophomore Brooks 
Loftin, who finished the 
night with 12 points. Behind 
him, Fletcher finished with 
10. Dorough, Swindall, Bryce 
Burden and Owen Graves all 
put up five. 
	 “I love what we are defen-
sively, we’re still trying to get 
our rhythm back offensively. 

We gotta start making shots, 
but our pressure, our defense 
can be elite. We will make 
some shots, we gotta keep 
getting good ones and keep 
rebounding,” Stuedeman 
said on his team heading into 
the area tournament. “Once 
we get that rhythm going, I 
think we’ll be a really dang 
good team.” 
	 The Bearcats face Mor-
timer Jordan on Saturday at 
noon at Cullman High School 
in the first round of the 6A, 
Region 13 tournament.
	 Cullman won both meet-
ings this season, and would 
surely like to move on to the 
championship for a chance 
to knock off rival Jasper, who 
defeated them twice in their 
two meetings in January.

Russell Frye
WSCC Sports Information

Lucas Gray
lucas@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASKETBALL

Priceville holds off Good Hope in top-10 girls matchup, 52-49

PRICEVILLE, Ala. — The 
fourth-ranked Good Hope 
Lady Raiders took the court 
for the first time since the 
county championship game 
on Tuesday night, as they 
traveled to take on the sixth-
ranked Priceville Lady Bull-
dogs. Both teams started out 
strong offensively, with Good 
Hope holding a slim lead at 
the half. The game continued 
to be close throughout the 
second half, but a late run by 
Priceville helped them get 

past the Lady Raiders, 52-49.
	 The Lady Raiders’ first 
two possessions resulted in 
threes from Ella Gossett and 
Lucie Adams and gave them 
an early 6-2 lead.
	 Ella Davis collected a re-
bound and putback and later 
added a trey to put Good 
Hope ahead 11-7 with 5:20 
remaining in the first period. 
	 A pair of baskets down low 
by Priceville tied the game up 
at 11, but Good Hope quickly 
broke the tie with a 7-0 run, 
as a basket in the paint by 
Davis, a pair of free throws 
by Sophie Konrad, and a trey 

by Adams gave them an 18-11 
lead with 3:24 remaining in 
the first quarter. The Lady 
Bulldogs went on a 7-3 run to 
trim it to three at 21-18, but 
Konrad hit a lefty layup to 
put the Lady Raiders ahead, 
23-18, going into the second.
	 Gossett’s third trey of 
the game gave Good Hope a 
26-18 lead early in the second 
period.
	 Priceville, though, drilled 
a trio of treys as part of an 
11-5 run to put them ahead, 
29-28, with a little over three 
minutes to go in the first half. 
Davis knocked down a basket 

to give the Lady Raiders the 
lead right back at 30-29 at the 
half.
	 Priceville’s 8-3 run to 
start out the second half gave 
them a 37-33 lead.
	 Marshall’s steal and layup 
cut it to 37-35, then later in 
the third, Konrad and Davis 
each drained a trey to give 
Good Hope a 41-37 lead.
	 A late basket by the Lady 
Bulldogs cut it to 41-39 going 
into the final period.
	 For the second straight 
quarter, Priceville went on a 
run, as their 6-0 run put them 
ahead, 45-41. A rebound and 

putback by Konrad and a 
driving layup by Adams tied 
things up at 45.
	 The Lady Bulldogs, 
though, countered with their 
biggest run of the game, 
as they scored six straight 
points to take a 51-45 lead 
late in the fourth. The Lady 
Raiders, though, made things 
really interesting in the end. 
	 Davis knocked down a 
pair of free throws to trim it 
to four at 51-47, then Konrad 
collected a huge steal and hit 
a basket down low to cut it to 
two.
	 Priceville split their free 

throws to make it a 52-49 
game, and Good Hope’s three 
at the end was off the mark, as 
the Lady Bulldogs ended up 
holding off the Lady Raiders 
at the end, 52-49.
	 Davis led the way for 
Good Hope with 16 points. 
Konrad added 11 points.
	 Gossett put in nine 
points. Adams collected eight 
points, and Marshall posted 
five points.
	 The Lady Raiders will be 
hosting the Class 4A, Area 13 
tournament on Friday night, 
and will take on Danville at 
5:30 p.m.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASKETBALL

Holly Pond leaves Addison with two blowout victories to close out their regular season

ADDISON, Ala. — Addison 
hosted Holly Pond in boys 
and girls matches on Monday 
night, and the Bulldogs were 
hoping to exact some revenge 
on the Broncos since they 
swept them just a handful 
of days ago. That wouldn’t 
happen, however, as Holly 
Pond soundly defeated both 
Bulldog teams. The Lady 
Broncos obliterated the Lady 
Bulldogs 57-21, while the 
Broncos kicked the mud out 
of the Bulldog boys 56-27 
and neither game felt even 
as close as the final score in-
dicated.

Holly Pond 57 – Addison 21
(Varsity Girls)

The game started well for 
the Lady Bulldogs as they 
jumped out 2-0 on a Ava Bart-
lett layup. It was all downhill 
from there, as Holly Pond 
ran off 23 straight points and 
Addison didn’t score the rest 
of the first period.  Addison 
couldn’t get a shot as the Lady 
Broncos pressured the young 
‘Dawgs relentlessly. The Lady 
Broncos had 10 steals in the 
period alongside a balanced 

scoring effort. Lady Bronco 
Maggie Nail led with eight 
points and two steals. Sadie 
Nail had a great period with 
eight points, five rebounds 
and two steals. Maddie Butts 
had five points while Kylie 
Twilley had three steals. Ad-
dison was led by Bartlett’s two 
points and three rebounds.   
	 The second period started 
and it didn’t get any better 
for the Lady Bulldogs as 
Holly Pond scored the first 
16 points of the second. The 
Ladies from Holly Pond ac-
tually had scored 39 straight 
points as they led Addison 
39-2. Addison’s Ava Bartlett 
hit a five-foot shot at the 1:45 
mark of the second to stop 
the streak and cut the Bronco 
lead to 35. The Lady Broncos 
rolled Addison 16-2 in second 
and went into the half leading 
39-4. Holly Pond’s Sadie Nail 
had eight points while Millie 
Huddleston had five. Maddie 
Butts had three more steals 
for the Lady Broncos.  
	 The second half was a lot 
closer, with Holly Pond emp-
tying the bench. Holly Pond 
won the third period 11-7 
to go into the fourth ahead 
50-11. Addison was led by 
Ava Bartlett with five points 

and five boards. Emma Cleg-
horn hit a pair of free throws 
for the other two Addison 
points. Bronco Mallory Har-
tline had five points to lead 
the Lady Broncos. Sadie Nail, 
Huddleston and Lily Mae All-
bright each had two points in 
the period.
	 In the fourth period, 
the Lady Bulldogs actually 
won the frame 10-7, but lost 
the game 57-21. Addison’s 
Braylee Bartlett and Chais-
ly Obrien had three points 
each. Saibre Dover had four 
rebounds and Hadley Welch 
had three to lead Addison 
in the period. Holly Pond’s 
Huddleston had four points 
and three boards while Twil-
ley had a bucket for the Lady 
Broncos.

Unofficial stats:
Addison was led in scoring by 
Ava Bartlett with 11 points, 
nine rebounds and two 
blocks. Cleghorn had four 
points and five rebounds.  
O’Brien had three points and 
three rebounds. Braylee Bart-
lett had three points. Dover 
had six boards while Welch 
had four rebounds.
	 Holly Pond was led by 
Sadie Nail with a game high 

18 points, eight boards and 
two steals. Huddleston had 11 
points, five boards, two assists 
and four steals. Hartline had 
nine points. Maggie Nail had 
eight points, three assists and 
three steals.  Butts had five 
points, three rebounds and 
four steals. Twilley had two 
points, four boards and six 
steals. Ava Thomas had two 
points and three rebounds. 
Allbright had two points.

Holly Pond 56 – 
Addison 27

(Varsity Boys)
Just like in the girls game, 
Addison scored first. Connor 
Lane hit a ten foot jumper 
to put Addison up 2-0, and 
Holly Pond responded with 
18 straight points to take a 
commanding lead at the end 
of the first. It started with a 
Cade Allbright layup, then a 
Fox Westall trey, then Asher 
Thrift had a bucket and Ty 
Dunn hit a trey. With Addi-
son unable to respond, the 
Broncos would get a couple 
of free throws by Cash Hud-
dleston and a pair of Westall 
and Dunn treys and before 
you knew it, Holly Pond led 
18-2.
	 Holly Pond didn’t relent. 

They couldn’t miss, while 
Addison had one of the worst 
shooting nights of the year. 
They were missing long 
jumpers, mid-range jumpers 
and even free throws and 
top of that, they couldn’t re-
bound. It was a horrible first 
half for the Bulldogs while 
the Broncos were firing on all 
cylinders.
	 Holly Pond took the 
second period 12-6 to go into 
the half with a steep 31-8 
lead. Addison’s Elijah Rob-
erts, Kiah Lake and Kyeler 
Hill each had a bucket for the 
Bulldogs. Lake also led the 
Bulldogs with four boards. 
The Broncos’ Allbright had 
a big period with four points 
and six rebounds. Thrift had 
three points, four boards and 
two assists.   
	 The third period was 
better for Addison as they 
actually scored 12 points but 
the Broncos scored 15. Bull-
dog Joey Wilson had four 
points while Scout Flynn had 
three points. Holly Pond was 
led by Meighton McParlin 
with six points. Westall had 
four points and two assists. 
Holly Pond led 46-20 at the 
end of the third.
	 The fourth period was a 

back-and-forth period with 
Holly Pond taking it 10-7 
and the game 56-27. Roberts 
led Addison with five points.   
Cash Turner had a pair of 
free throws. Holly Pond’s 
Thrift had seven points and 
McParlin had two.  
	 Unofficial Stats:
	 Addison was led by Rob-
erts with seven points and 
three rebounds. Lake had 
four points and boards each. 
Wilson had four points and 
two rebounds. Flynn had 
three points and four boards. 
Lane had three points. Joe 
Hacker had two points and 
two rebounds. Hill had two 
points and a rebound. Zeke 
Wiggins had three rebounds 
and Turner had two points 
and two boards.
	 Holly Pond was led by 
Thrift with a game high 14 
points, six rebounds and 
three assists. Westall had 
10 points, four boards and 
four assists.  Allbright had 
nine points, 12 rebounds and 
two blocks. Dunn had nine 
points and three rebounds. 
McParlin had eight points, 
two rebounds and three as-
sists. Huddleston had six 
points, three rebounds and 
two assists.

Todd Walker
Contributor

RUSSELL FRYE/WSCC SPORTS INFORMATION

WSCC 2026 cheer team

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
Parks, Recreation & Sports 
Tourism has announced a 
slate of upcoming communi-
ty events ranging from youth 
recreation and theater to one 
of the area’s most popular 
annual pageants.
	 The schedule includes a 
youth Nerf battle fundraiser 
in February, registration for 
the Miss Strawberry Fes-
tival Pageant and Cullman 
Community Theatre’s spring 
production of “Matilda the 
Musical.”

Kids vs. Cops Nerf battle 
set for Feb. 7
The OmniPlex will host Nerf: 
Kids vs. Cops on Saturday, 
Feb. 7, from 9 a.m.-noon.
	 The event pits children 
aged 4 to 12 against mem-
bers the Cullman Police De-
partment in a friendly Nerf 
battle designed to combine 
fun with community engage-
ment. The event also serves 
as a fundraiser benefiting the 

CPD’s Shop with a Cop pro-
gram.
	 Participants are asked 
to bring their own Nerf gun. 
The cost is $20 per child, and 
space is limited.
	 The event will take place 
at the Cullman OmniPlex. 
Get more info and register 
at https://tinyurl.com/Nerf-
WarCops.

Miss Strawberry Festi-
val Pageant registration 
opens Feb. 16
Registration for the 2026 
Miss Alabama Strawberry 
Festival Pageant will open 
Feb. 16.
	 The pageant, scheduled 
for April 11, welcomes con-
testants ranging from infant 
through high school age and 
is a longstanding tradition 
tied to the annual Alabama 
Strawberry Festival. The 
event emphasizes confi-
dence, community involve-
ment and festival spirit.
	 Those interested are en-
couraged to register early, 
as participation spots typ-
ically fill quickly. Get more 

info and register at www.
alabamastrawberryfest.com/
miss-alabama-strawber-
ry-pageant. 

Cullman Community The-
atre presents “Matilda the 
Musical” March 5–7
Cullman Community The-
atre will present “Roald 
Dahl’s Matilda the Musical” 
Friday-Sunday, March 5-7, 
in the Cullman High School 
auditorium.
	 Performances are sched-
uled for 7 p.m. each night, 
with a Sunday matinee on 
March 7 at 2 p.m. The pro-
duction features local per-
formers bringing the popular 
musical to the stage. Early 
bird tickets are currently 
available at a $5 discount 
through Feb. 13. Tickets are 
limited. Get them at https://
cullmancotheatre.ludus.
com/index.php. 

For more information on 
upcoming events, visit www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m /c u l l m a n -
parksrec or www.cullman-
recreation.org. 

CPRST announces upcoming 
lineup of family events
Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Hubert Richter Memorial 
Chapel (the “Tiny Church”) 
in downtown Cullman is 
currently undergoing reno-
vations, with the goal of pre-
serving the landmark's his-
toric charm while restoring it 
to its original condition.      
	 Cullman Mayor’s Assis-
tant Leanne West said the 
project includes identifying 
and repairing both interior 
and exterior issues, refinish-
ing the chapel’s floors and 
benches, and repainting the 
building inside and out, along 
with other necessary im-
provements. 
	 “These updates are being 
completed to preserve the 
character of the chapel and 
restore it to its original and 
intended condition,” West 
said.      
	 City officials anticipate 
that renovations will be 
completed and the chapel 
reopened for reservations 
by early March, though the 
timeline is weather-de-
pendent due to the nature 
of some of the work. West 
emphasized that the renova-
tions will not change how the 
chapel is used or its role in 
the community.       
	 The Hubert Richter Me-
morial Chapel will continue 
to remain unlocked and open 
to the public at all times, as 
originally intended. 
	 “The chapel will con-
tinue serving as a quiet and 
welcoming place for prayer, 
reflection and personal mo-
ments of peace,” West said. 
	 Those wishing to use the 
chapel for weddings, vow 
renewals or other organized 
services should contact the 
City of Cullman Mayor’s 
Office at 256-775-7102 or 
lwest@cullmanal.gov to re-
serve the space and coordi-
nate scheduling. 
	 West said preserving the 
chapel as an open and acces-
sible space remains a priority 
for the City, noting that open-
ness was central to its origi-
nal purpose. 
	 “Built in memory of 
Hubert Richter, the chapel 
was designed to remain un-
locked and accessible at all 
times. Its openness reflects 

a spirit of generosity, inclu-
sivity and community care, 
ensuring that people can find 
peace there without barriers, 
appointments or restric-
tions,” she said.
	 During the renovation 
period, the City is also en-
couraging the community to 
share their precious memo-
ries and photos of the chapel 
to highlight the many ways 
it has woven itself into Cull-
man residents' lives over the 

years. 
	 Said West, “From wed-
dings and vow renewals to 
quiet moments of reflection, 
the chapel holds countless 
personal stories. This is an 
opportunity to reflect on its 
significance, celebrate those 
memories and recognize the 
deep connection our com-
munity has with this special 
place.”
	 The chapel is located at 
419 First Ave. SE.

Renovations underway at Hubert 
Richter Memorial Chapel
Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

CITY OF CULLMAN

The Hubert Richter Memorial Chapel (the “Tiny Church”) 
in downtown Cullman is currently undergoing renovations, 
with the goal of preserving the landmark's historic 
charm while restoring it to its original condition.
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Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Sadie is 
a shepherd and wire-haired 
terrier mix, approximately 
1.5 years old, with a medium 
to high energy level and a 
heart that finds its peace 
right beside you. She’s The 
Cullman Tribune Pet of the 
Week. 
	 Sadie seeks closeness, not 
out of neediness, but out of 
trust, choosing to stay near 
the person she feels safe with.
	 She thrives on positive 
encouragement and gentle 
affirmation.
	 Tell her she is a very 

good girl and she believes it 
with her whole being. That 
responsiveness to kindness 
makes Sadie a natural com-
panion and a wonderful ther-
apy-type dog.
	 Smart, attentive and al-
ready house trained, Sadie is 
ready to step seamlessly into 
a loving home.
	 In her quiet moments, she 
shows her truest self, leaning 
in, staying close, offering 
comfort without asking for 
anything in return.
	 Sadie’s adoption fee is 
$130, which covers her spay, 
vaccinations, microchipping 
and routine veterinary care. 
	 It is a small cost for a life-

time of loyalty, affection and 
companionship.
	 She is a sweet soul in 
every sense of the phrase, 
and once she chooses you, 
she stays. Sadie has a way of 
tugging at your heartstrings 
simply by being who she is.
	 If Sadie feels like the kind 
of dog who belongs right by 
your side, she is waiting. 
	 Visit the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 935 Con-
vent Road NE. It’s open 
Monday through Friday, 
from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Con-
tact the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 256-734-
5448 or cullmananimalshel-
ter@co.cullman.al.us.

Sadie (from Front)

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man High School Jazz Band 
will celebrate a milestone 
with its 30th annual Big Band 
Dance on Friday, Feb. 6, from 
7-9 p.m. at Loft 212.       
	 The event will feature live 
music performed by the CHS 
Jazz Band, an audition-based 
ensemble made up of stu-
dents in grades nine through 
12. The group specializes in 
jazz, blues, Latin and con-
temporary styles.       
	 For three decades, the Big 
Band Dance has brought stu-
dents, families and commu-
nity members together for 
an evening centered on live 
music and tradition. Unlike 
most school dances, the event 

is open to all ages, welcoming 
middle school students, high 
school students and adults 
to enjoy the performance to-
gether.      
	 The jazz band typically 
includes 18 to 23 students 
and emphasizes improvisa-
tion and a wide range of mu-
sical styles. Selections will in-
clude classic big band pieces 
inspired by The Glenn Miller 
Orchestra and The Duke El-
lington Orchestra, along with 
Latin and blues selections.      
	 The event also offers 
an opportunity for former 
band members and alumni 
to reconnect. Former Cull-
man band student Kather-
ine Clark said the Big Band 
Dance stood out from other 
school dances because of its 
atmosphere and music. 

	 “It was always more ele-
gant and classy than a typical 
teenage dance,” Clark said. 
“It gave you a chance to dress 
up, go out with your friends 
or a date and still be in a nice, 
respectful environment. The 
band always put a lot of care 
and effort into the music, and 
you could really feel that.”     
	 Clark said one of her fa-
vorite memories was watch-
ing an older couple who at-
tended the dance each year 
and regularly took to the 
floor together, becoming a 
familiar and beloved sight for 
students.     
	 Admission is $10 per 
person, with proceeds sup-
porting the Cullman High 
School Jazz Band. Loft 212 is 
located at 212 Fourth St. SW, 
Cullman.

Dance (from Front)

the region’s growing condi-
tions. A total of 14 native spe-
cies are expected to be avail-
able, though selections may 
vary depending on nursery 
availability.
	 Tree species planned for 
the sale include northern 
catalpa, black gum, black 
walnut, eastern redbud, 
white flowering dogwood, 
American persimmon, sas-
safras and yellow buckeye. 
Shrubs and small tree vari-
eties will include American 
elderberry, arrowwood vi-
burnum, pawpaw, spice bush, 
sweet shrub and common 
witch hazel. All plants will be 
sold as bare-root seedlings, 
approximately 12 inches tall, 
at a cost of $3 each. 
	 Dr. Kira Sims, director of 

the Cullman County Exten-
sion Office, gave her thoughts 
on why this is a perfect time 
to get hold of these native 
trees.
	 “Purchasing and plant-
ing native species supports 
native wildlife and pollinator 
activity,” Sims said. “Some 
of the plants available can 
also be difficult to find at 
local nurseries. Purchasing 
these plants as small, bare-
root seedlings and planting 
them in the winter months 
eases transplant shock and 
increases the opportunity of 
the plants to thrive.”
	 All plants will be sold 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis, and customers are 
encouraged to arrive early 
to improve their chances of 

purchasing preferred species. 
Sims shared that all proceeds 
from the sale will support 
natural resources youth edu-
cation programs in Cullman 
County.
	 For additional informa-
tion about the Native Tree 
Sale, contact Dr. Kira Sims at 
256-737-9386.
	 Additionally, in the weeks 
leading up to the event, the 
planning committee plans 
to highlight individual plant 
species to help residents 
learn more about what will be 
available. Follow the Cullman 
County Natural Resourc-
es Planning Committee on 
Facebook for those details.
	 The North Alabama Agri-
plex is located at 1714 Tallyho 
St. SW, Cullman.

Sale (from Front)
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 NOTICE OF 
 MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
 
 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
 Default having been made of the terms of the loan documents secured by that certain mortgage 
executed by James Israel to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for The Federal Savings Bank, its successors and assigns dated March 31, 2022; said 
mortgage being recorded on April 5, 2022 in Deed Book 2008, Page 749 in the Office of the Judge of 
Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. Said Mortgage was last sold, assigned and transferred to U.S. 
Bank National Association by assignment recorded in Deed Book 2121, Page 809 in the Office of the 
Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. 
 
 The undersigned, U.S. Bank National Association, under and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before the main 
entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, Alabama during the legal hours of sale (between 
11am and 4pm), on March 12, 2026 the following property, situated in Cullman County, Alabama, to-
wit: 
 
Lot 2, according to the Survey of Cotton Row, as recorded in Map Book B, Page 63A in the Probate 
Office of Cullman County, Alabama. 
 

 Said property is commonly known as 123 County Road 1407, Cullman, 
AL 35058. 
 
 Should a conflict arise between the property address and the legal description, the legal 
description will control. 
 
 Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad valorem taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien, but not yet due and payable), the right of redemption of any taxing authority, all outstanding 
liens for public utilities which constitute liens upon the property, any matters which might be disclosed 
by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, any assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
easements, rights-of-way, zoning ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, covenants, the 
statutory right of redemption pursuant to Alabama law, and any matters of record including, but not 
limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out above. Said property will be sold on an "as-is" 
basis without any representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named or the undersigned. 
The successful bidder must present certified funds in the amount of the winning bid at the time and 
place of sale. 
 
 Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in property the right to redeem the 
property under certain circumstances. Programs may also exist that help persons avoid or delay the 
foreclosure process. An attorney should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process. 
 
 The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation that the sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirmation and audit of the status of the loan with the holder of 
the Mortgage. 
 
 U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
 as holder of said mortgage 
 McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP 
 505 20th Street N, Suite 1775 
 Birmingham, AL 35203 

  January 27, 2026 
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 Telephone: (205) 216-4238 
FT21@mccalla.com 
 File No. 25-07966AL 
www.foreclosurehotline.net 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, will hold a public hearing on 
February 23, 2026, at 7:00 o’clock p.m. in the Lucille N. Galin Auditorium at City Hall, 204 Second Avenue NE, 
Cullman, Alabama 35055.  At this time, anyone wishing to be heard in favor of or in opposition to the adoption of 
Ordinance No. 2026-20 (set forth in full below) will be given an opportunity to speak. - Wesley M. Moore, City 
Clerk.           

ORDINANCE NO. 2025 - 20 
TO AMEND THE CITY OF CULLMAN ZONING ORDINANCE  

SECTION I. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Ordinance is to modify, amend, or delete portions of the current 
Zoning Ordinance. 
SECTION II.  The following section of the City of Cullman Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 62, “Zoning,” Section 
32(d)(1), “Lots, yards and open spaces,” of the Code of Ordinances City of Cullman, Alabama, is hereby deleted in 
its entirety and amended and  replaced as follows: 
 Sec. 62-32. Lots, yards and open spaces. 

(d) Exceptions and modifications.  
(1) Where a lot of record does not conform to the requirements of the applicable district, the 
lot may nonetheless be used as a building site upon approval by the Building Official so long as 
they conform as closely as possible to the requirements of the district. 

(e) REPORTING.  All determinations by the Building Official shall be reported to the Council at the 
next council meeting following said determination(s).  
(f) NOTICE.  The Building Department shall notify all Adjacent Property Owners upon application 
of the Property Owner for approval of a non-conforming use.  Adjacent Property Owners are defined as any 
property contiguous to the subject property, including properties directly across from said subject property.  
Said notice shall be given by certified mail or hand delivery within seven (7) business days from the 
submission of the application. The Building Official shall notify the Property Owner and Adjacent Property 
Owner of decisions regarding applications for non-conforming use. Said notice shall be given by certified 
mail or hand delivery within seven (7) business days of the decision. 
(g) APPEAL.  The Property Owner shall have the right to appeal any decision of the Building 
Official.  Said appeal shall be made in accordance with Ordinance 2-380, Ordinance 2-381 and Ordinance 
62-181 et. seq.  Any Adjacent Property Owner shall have the right to appeal any decision of the Building 
Official decision within fourteen (14) days of said decision and shall be in accordance with Ordinance 2-
380, Ordinance 2-381, and Ordinance 62-181 et. seq. 

SECTION III. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  Each and every provision of this Ordinance is hereby declared to 
be an independent provision and that holding of any provision hereof to be void and invalid for any reason shall not 
affect any other provision hereof and it is hereby declared that the other provisions of this Ordinance would have 
been enacted regardless of any provision which might have been held invalid. This Ordinance repeals any prior 
Ordinance in conflict therewith. 
SECTION IV. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be effective following its passage by the council, 
approval and publication as required by law. Submitted by Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk. 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, will hold a public hearing on 
February 23, 2026,  at 7:00 o’clock p.m. in the Lucille N. Galin Auditorium at City Hall, 204 Second Avenue NE, 
Cullman, Alabama 35055.  At this time, anyone wishing to be heard in favor of or in opposition to the adoption of 
Ordinance No. 2026-18 (set forth in full below) will be given an opportunity to speak. - Wesley M. Moore, City 
Clerk.    

ORDINANCE NO. 2026 - 18 
AMENDING THE CURRENT ZONING ORDINANCE AND ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 

CULLMAN, ALABAMA, TO RE-ZONE CERTAIN PARCELS OF PROPERTY AS SET FORTH HEREIN 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS:  
SECTION 1.  Under the authority of Chapter 52, Articles 1 through 4, Section 11-52-1 through Section 11-52-84, 
Code of Alabama 1975, as amended, and specifically Sections 11-52-77 and at the request of property owner, Big Sky 
Trading, LLC, the following describe the tracts or parcels of land, to-wit:   

PPIN: 8563.  Parcel No.: 09-08-33-2-005-007.000.  Property Address: 2211 Second Avenue NW. 
Commence at the intersection of the west right of way line of US Highway No. 31 with the north line of the 
Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 33, Township 9 South, Range 3 West, then go in a 
southerly direction along said right of way line a distance of 976.7 feet to the point of beginning: thence go 
90 degrees 00 minutes right a distance of 150 feet; thence go 90 degrees 00 minutes left a distance of 100 
feet; thence go 90 degrees 00 minutes left a distance of 150 feet to a point on the west right of way line of 
U.S. Highway No. 31; thence go 90 degrees 00 minutes left along said right of way line a distance of 100 
feet to the point of beginning. The above described land lies in the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest 
Quarter of Section 33, Township 9 South, Range 3 West, in Cullman County, Alabama. Source of Title: 
Deed Book 539, Page 53.  
within the city limits of Cullman, Alabama, and lying and being in Cullman County, State of Alabama, 
designated as AG-1 Agricultural District on the Zoning Map of the City of Cullman, Alabama under 
Ordinance No. 2004-03 and as may be reflected in any comprehensive master plan for the City of Cullman, 
Alabama, be, and is hereby changed from R-1 Residential  District to B-3 Business District. 

SECTION 2.  That this ordinance be published at least once a week for two consecutive weeks in advance of its final 
passage in a newspaper with general circulation within the City of Cullman, Alabama, the first publication of said 
notice and ordinance being verbatim and the second publication either verbatim or synopsized, with the last publication 
being at least 15 days prior to the date set for public hearing and passage of said ordinance. 
SECTION 3.  That a public hearing be held relative to the passage of this ordinance on February 23, 2026 at 7:00 
p.m., at which time interested parties and citizens shall have the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance 
and any changes relating thereto. 
SECTION 4.  That all notices as required by law be given by the City Clerk concerning said public hearing, and in 
addition thereto, a certified letter be sent by the Clerk to all contiguous property owners at their last known addresses 
as shown by the tax records for the City of Cullman, Alabama. 
SECTION 5.  That upon final passage of this ordinance, all zoning maps, master comprehensive plans or any other 
documents of the City of Cullman, Alabama, in conflict with this ordinance are hereby changed and amended to reflect 
the changes and amendments herein. 
SECTION 6.  Should any part or portion of this ordinance be held invalid, unenforceable or unconstitutional, for 
whatever reason, by a court of competent jurisdiction, such ruling shall not affect any other part or portion of this 
Ordinance. 
SECTION 7.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage or adoption as required by 
law, including notice, publication and public hearing, all in accordance with Section 11-52-1, et seq., Code of Alabama 
1975, as amended. Submitted by Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk. 

 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, will hold a public hearing on February 23, 2026, at 
7:00 o’clock p.m. in the Lucille N. Galin Auditorium at City Hall, 204 Second Avenue NE, Cullman, Alabama 35055.  At this 
time, anyone wishing to be heard in favor of or in opposition to the adoption of Ordinance No. 2026-21 (set forth in full below) 
will be given an opportunity to speak. - Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk.         

ORDINANCE NO. 2026 - 21 
TO AMEND THE CITY OF CULLMAN ZONING ORDINANCE  

SECTION I. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Ordinance is to modify, amend, or delete portions of the current Zoning 
Ordinance. 
SECTION II.  The following section of the City of Cullman Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 62, “Zoning,” Section 163, 
“Nonconforming Lots,” of the Code of Ordinances City of Cullman, Alabama, is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced as 
follows: 
 Sec. 62-163. Nonconforming lots. 

(a) Vacant lots. If the owner of a nonconforming vacant lot owns adjoining land that may be combined with it in 
order to comply with the requirements of this chapter, the lots may be combined before the city issues a building permit 
or any approval required by this chapter for development of the lots.  

If the owner of a nonconforming vacant lot of record does not own sufficient adjoining land to enable 
compliance with the area and dimensional requirements of this chapter, one building and its accessory structures may 
be built provided they conform as closely as possible, as determined by the Building Official, to the requirements of 
the applicable district, and further provided that no side yard, where required to be greater than five feet, may be 
reduced to less than five feet.  
(b) Occupied lots. Where multiple dwellings existed on one lot in the R-1 or R-2 District, on the effective date of 
Ordinance No. 848, the owner may apply for a variance to subdivide the lot, so that each dwelling may be on its own 
lot, though the resulting lots may be smaller than required by this chapter. If a dwelling on such a lot is destroyed by 
fire or natural disaster, it may be rebuilt provided it conforms as closely as possible, as determined by the Building 
Official, to the district requirements.  
(c) REPORTING.  All determinations by the Building Official shall be reported to the Council at the next 
council meeting following said determination(s). 
(d)  NOTICE.  The Building Department shall notify all Adjacent Property Owners upon application of the 
Property Owner for approval of a non-conforming use.  Adjacent Property Owners are defined as any property 
contiguous to the subject property, including properties directly across from said subject property.  Said notice shall be 
given by certified mail or hand delivery within seven (7) business days from the submission of the application. The 
Building Official shall notify the Property Owner and Adjacent Property Owner of decisions regarding applications for 
non-conforming use. Said notice shall be given by certified mail or hand delivery within seven (7) business days of the 
decision. 
(e) APPEAL.  The Property Owner shall have the right to appeal any decision of the Building Official.  Said 
appeal shall be made in accordance with Ordinance 2-380, Ordinance 2-381 and Ordinance 62-181 et. seq.  Any 
Adjacent Property Owner shall have the right to appeal any decision of the Building Official decision within fourteen 
(14) days of said decision and shall be in accordance with Ordinance 2-380, Ordinance 2-381, and Ordinance 62-181 
et. seq. 

SECTION III . SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  Each and every provision of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an 
independent provision and that holding of any provision hereof to be void and invalid for any reason shall not affect any other 
provision hereof and it is hereby declared that the other provisions of this Ordinance would have been enacted regardless of any 
provision which might have been held invalid. This Ordinance repeals any prior Ordinance in conflict therewith. 

SECTION IV. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be effective following its passage by the council, approval and 
publication as required by law. Submitted by Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk. 

 

 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, will hold a public hearing on 
February 23, 2026, at 7:00 o’clock p.m. in the Lucille N. Galin Auditorium at City Hall, 204 Second Avenue NE, 
Cullman, Alabama 35055.  At this time, anyone wishing to be heard in favor of or in opposition to the adoption of 
Ordinance No. 2026-16 (set forth in full below) will be given an opportunity to speak. - Wesley M. Moore, City 
Clerk. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026 – 16   
TO AMEND THE CITY OF CULLMAN ZONING ORDINANCE  

SECTION I. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Ordinance is to modify, amend, or delete portions of the current 
Zoning Ordinance. 
SECTION II.  The following section of the City of Cullman Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 62, “Zoning,” Section 
165, “Reconstruction of damaged buildings or structures.,” of the Code of Ordinances City of Cullman, Alabama, is 
hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced as follows: 
Sec. 62-165. - Reconstruction of damaged buildings or structures. 

a) Any nonconforming dwelling damaged by fire, wind, flood, or other causes, may be repaired 
or rebuilt within the footprint and square footage of the nonconforming dwelling. The 
repairs or reconstruction must be initiated within one hundred and eighty (180) days and 
completed within three hundred and sixty-five (365) days of such damage. Other 
nonconforming structures damaged by fire, wind, flood or other causes up to sixty (60) 
percent of their value prior to the damage, may be repaired or rebuilt within the existing 
footprint and square footage. If the damage exceeds sixty (60) percent of the value of the 
structure, the structure must be made to conform to applicable zoning regulations, if 
repaired or rebuilt. 

b) Any accessory structures such as storage buildings, detached garages, and similar 
buildings which have been damaged by fire, wind, flood, or other causes, must be brought 
into compliance with the requirements of the zoning district in which they are located.  

c) Any single-family dwelling that has been declared a dangerous structure under Section 10-
335 of the Code of Ordinances City of Cullman, Alabama, by the Building Official may be 
rebuilt within the same footprint provided that setbacks comply with the International 
Residential Code.  

d) In order to promote economic vitality, community well-being and public safety, any 
Blighted Property that is residential may be demolished and rebuilt within the same 
footprint provided that setbacks comply with the International Residential Code. Blighted 
Property is defined as any property and/or structure that exhibits one or more of the 
following conditions: 

1) Structures that are unsafe, uninhabitable, or deteriorated, 
2) Abandoned, vacant, or boarded buildings, 
3) Repeated criminal activity or nuisance behavior involving said property, 
4) Presence of mold, vermin, stagnant water, fire hazards, or other conditions 

harmful to health or safety, 
5) Neglected, run-down and/or unsightly structures, 
6) Accumulation of trash, debris, or overgrown vegetation, or 
7) Conditions that pose a threat to public health or safety 

e) NOTICE.  The Building Department shall notify all Adjacent Property Owners upon 
application of the Property Owner for approval of a non-conforming use.  Adjacent Property 
Owners are defined as any property contiguous to the subject property, including 
properties directly across from said subject property.  Said notice shall be given by certified 
mail or hand delivery within seven (7) business days from the submission of the application. 
The Building Official shall notify the Property Owner and Adjacent Property Owner of 
decisions regarding applications for non-conforming use. Said notice shall be given by 
certified mail or hand delivery within seven (7) business days of the decision. 

f) APPEAL.  The Property Owner shall have the right to appeal any decision of the Building 
Official.  Said appeal shall be made in accordance with Ordinance 2-380, Ordinance 2-381 
and Ordinance 62-181 et. seq.  Any Adjacent Property Owner shall have the right to appeal 
any decision of the Building Official decision within fourteen (14) days of said decision and 
shall be in accordance with Ordinance 2-380, Ordinance 2-381, and Ordinance 62-181 et. 
seq. 

SECTION III. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  Each and every provision of this Ordinance is hereby declared to 
be an independent provision and that holding of any provision hereof to be void and invalid for any reason shall not 
affect any other provision hereof and it is hereby declared that the other provisions of this Ordinance would have 
been enacted regardless of any provision which might have been held invalid. This Ordinance repeals any prior 
Ordinance in conflict therewith. 
SECTION IV. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be effective following its passage, approval and 
publication as required by law. Submitted by Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk. 

 
 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Public Library 
will host a Meet and Greet 
event Thursday, Feb. 12, from 
4-6 p.m., inviting community 
members to come out, enjoy 
fellowship and coffee, and 
learn more about the Friends 
of the Public Libraries of 
Cullman County (FPLCC). 
The event will give attendees 
an opportunity to meet mem-
bers of the FPLCC, a non-
profit organization that sup-

ports local libraries through 
fundraising, volunteerism 
and advocacy.         
	 FPLCC members will be 
present to share why they 
are involved with the or-
ganization, how the group 
supports libraries across the 
county and how community 
members can get involved, 
whether they are interested 
in joining for the first time 
or reconnecting after past 
involvement. 
	 “A healthy Friends group 
is crucial to the success of a 
public library,” Shelby Creek-

more, assistant director of 
the Cullman County Public 
Library System, said. 
	 “In addition to raising 
funds, Friends members pro-
vide advocacy and volunteer 
support that helps strength-
en library services and pro-
grams.”        
	 In the past, the Friends 
have supported library initia-
tives by providing materials 
for programs, such as pump-
kins for the annual pumpkin 
painting contest; organiz-
ing fundraising events, like 
the Storybook 5K, for the 

library’s capital campaign; 
and volunteering to lead pro-
grams and events.
	 Creekmore said one of 
the most impactful roles of 
the FPLCC is advocating for 
the library within the com-
munity and helping educate 
the public about available 
services and ongoing needs.        
	 Recently, the FPLCC 
has shifted its focus toward 
greater community outreach 
and advocacy.
	 While fundraising re-
mains part of the organiza-
tion’s mission, new initia-

tives include managing Little 
Free Libraries, expanding 
volunteer opportunities and 
building community partner-
ships. 
	 To encourage partici-
pation and remove barriers 
to involvement, FPLCC 
membership fees have been 
waived. 
	 “We want everyone to 
feel welcome and supported 
in joining the Friends. Even 
if someone doesn’t have 
extra funds to give, donating 
time and passion can make a 
meaningful difference,” said 

Creekmore.        
	 The Meet and Greet is 
open to the public and will 
take place at the Cullman 
County Public Library on 
Thursday, Feb. 12, from 4-6 
p.m.
	 Organizers said they look 
forward to welcoming new 
and returning faces and shar-
ing why the Friends love sup-
porting local libraries. 
	 The library is located at 
200 Clark St. NE in Cullman. 
Find it online at www.face-
book.com/cullmancounty-
publiclibrarysystem. 

Library to host Friends Meet and Greet Feb. 12
Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com
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	 NOTICE OF
	 MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF CULLMAN

	 Default having been made of the terms of the loan 
documents secured by that certain mortgage executed by 
Randall McGraw, A married man, to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for 
Mortgage Solutions of Colorado, LLC, its successors and 
assigns dated November 21, 2024; said mortgage being 
recorded on December 16, 2024 in Deed Book 2106, 
Page 457 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman 
County, Alabama. Said Mortgage was last sold, assigned and 
transferred to Mortgage Solutions of Colorado, LLC D/B/A 
Mortgage Solutions Financial by assignment recorded in Deed 
Book 2147, Page 650 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of 
Cullman County, Alabama.

	 The undersigned, Mortgage Solutions of Colorado, 
LLC D/B/A Mortgage Solutions Financial, under and by 
virtue of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, will 
sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before 
the main entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, 
Alabama during the legal hours of sale (between 11am and 
4pm), on February 26, 2026 the following property, situated in 
Cullman County, Alabama, to-wit:

Commence at the northwest corner of the SW 1/4 of the NW 
1/4 of Section 2, Township 11 South, Range 2 West; thence S 
0° 30’ 00” E 218.00 feet to an iron 1/2” capped rebar set and 
the point of beginning; thence N 89° 21’ 50” E 79.29 feet to 
an iron 1/2” capped rebar set; thence N 1° 08’ 15” E 200.00 
feet to an iron 1/2” capped rebar set on the south R.O.W. of 
County Road No. 641; thence S 88° 59’ 24” E 102.45 feet 
along said R.O.W. to an iron 1/2” capped rebar set on the west 
side of a gravel drive; thence S 14° 52’ 04” E 104.64 feet to 
an iron 1/2” capped rebar set on the west side of said gravel 
drive; thence S 12° 16’ 09” E 103.40 feet to an iron 1/2” 
capped rebar set on the west side of said gravel drive; thence 
S 12° 37’ 53” W 100.54 feet to an iron 1/2” capped rebar set 
on the west side of said gravel drive; thence S 26° 08’ 00” W 
472.10 feet along the west side of said gravel drive to an iron 
1/2” capped rebar set; thence N 0° 30’ 00” W 525.11 feet back 
to the point of beginning. Said land lying in the SW 1/4 of 
the NW 1/4 of Section 2, Township 11 South, Range 2 West, 
Cullman County, Alabama. Description according to survey of 
James W. Baldy, AL PLS 11845, dated November 23, 2011.

	 Said property is commonly known as 200 County 
Road 641, Hanceville, AL 35077.

	 Should a conflict arise between the property address 
and the legal description, the legal description will control.

	 Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), the right of redemption of any taxing 
authority, all outstanding liens for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the property, any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-
way, zoning ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, 
covenants, the statutory right of redemption pursuant to 
Alabama law, and any matters of record including, but not 
limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out above. 
Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named 
or the undersigned. The successful bidder must present 
certified funds in the amount of the winning bid at the time 
and place of sale.

	 Alabama law gives some persons who have an 
interest in property the right to redeem the property under 
certain circumstances. Programs may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An attorney 
should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process.

	 The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation 
that the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code 
and (2) to final confirmation and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the Mortgage.

	 MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS OF COLORADO, LLC 
D/B/A MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS FINANCIAL
	 as holder of said mortgage
	 McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
	 505 20th Street N, Suite 1775
	 Birmingham, AL 35203
	 Telephone: (205) 216-4238
FT21@mccalla.com
	 File No. 25-07623AL
www.foreclosurehotline.net

	 Cullman Tribune
	 01/22/2026,01/29/2026,02/05/2026
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NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 

 
 

STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 

 
Default having been made of the terms of the loan documents secured by that certain mortgage executed 

by Lawrence E Gorff, Tammy Gorff to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for Top Flite Financial, Inc., its successors and assigns dated August 4, 2023; said mortgage being 
recorded on August 9, 2023 in Deed Book 2059, Page 131 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman 
County, Alabama. Said Mortgage was last sold, assigned and transferred to DATA MORTGAGE INC., DBA 
ESSEX MORTGAGE by assignment to be recorded  in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, 
Alabama. 

 
The undersigned, DATA MORTGAGE INC., DBA ESSEX MORTGAGE, under and by virtue of the 

power of sale contained in said mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before the 
main entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, Alabama during the legal hours of sale (between 11am 
and 4pm), on March 5, 2026 the following property, situated in Cullman County, Alabama, to-wit: 

 
Lot 11 of Shaws Holly Estates as recorded in Slide B62A in the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Cullman County Alabama. 
 

Said property is commonly known as <STRONG>171 Turkey Hop Rd, Holly Pond, AL 35083</STRONG>. 
 
Should a conflict arise between the property address and the legal description, the legal description will 

control. 
 
Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad valorem taxes (including taxes which are a 

lien, but not yet due and payable), the right of redemption of any taxing authority, all outstanding liens for 
public utilities which constitute liens upon the property, any matters which might be disclosed by an accurate 
survey and inspection of the property, any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-way, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, covenants, the statutory right of redemption pursuant to Alabama 
law, and any matters of record including, but not limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out above. 
Said property will be sold on an "as-is" basis without any representation, warranty or recourse against the 
above-named or the undersigned. The successful bidder must present certified funds in the amount of the 
winning bid at the time and place of sale. 

 
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in property the right to redeem the 

property under certain circumstances. Programs may also exist that help persons avoid or delay the 
foreclosure process. An attorney should be consulted to help you understand these rights and programs 
as a part of the foreclosure process. 

 
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation that the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. 

Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirmation and audit of the status of the loan with the holder of the 
Mortgage. 

 
DATA MORTGAGE INC., DBA ESSEX MORTGAGE 

as holder of said mortgage 

 
 
 

 

25-06746AL 
 

McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP 
505 20th Street N, Suite 1775 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
Telephone: (205) 216-4238 
FT21@mccalla.com 
File No. 25-06746AL 
www.foreclosurehotline.net 
 

Cullman Tribune 
 

Creekmore.        
	 The Meet and Greet is 
open to the public and will 
take place at the Cullman 
County Public Library on 
Thursday, Feb. 12, from 4-6 
p.m.
	 Organizers said they look 
forward to welcoming new 
and returning faces and shar-
ing why the Friends love sup-
porting local libraries. 
	 The library is located at 
200 Clark St. NE in Cullman. 
Find it online at www.face-
book.com/cullmancounty-
publiclibrarysystem. 

Library to host Friends Meet and Greet Feb. 12

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider
“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om

Road 1296 in front of newly 
constructed homes within 
municipal limits for $19,125. 
Additional roadway repairs 
include work on Park Drive, 
totaling $4,690.
	 Additionally, the council 
approved adding 15 new park-
ing spaces behind the storm 
shelter at the Vinemont 
Community Center at a cost 
of $24,400.
	 Altogether, the approved 

paving and roadway improve-
ments total $86,968.
	 Council members also ap-
proved a $500 direct support 
donation to the Vinemont 
Anchor Club, recognizing the 
organization’s role in serving 
and supporting local stu-
dents.
	 In recreational improve-
ments, the council approved 
funding for a pavilion to be 
constructed over the batting 

cages at the Vinemont Sports 
Complex.
	 The estimated cost for 
the project is $40,000 and is 
intended to provide weather 
protection and improved us-
ability for athletes and fami-
lies.

The meeting concluded 
with updates on upcoming 
events:
•	 The next senior citizens’ 

community luncheon will be 
held at the Vinemont Com-
munity Center on Feb. 16, 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

The next meeting of the 
Vinemont Town Council will 
be held at Vinemont Town 
Hall. The work session will 
begin at 5:30 p.m., with the 
regular meeting to follow at 
6. Vinemont Town Hall is lo-
cated at 36 Patton Dr.

Vinemont (from Front)
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Obituary Announcements: Feb. 3-4
Donald Eugene 
Skinner, 74
Funeral service with 
military honors for 
Donald Eugene Skinner, 
74, of Vinemont will be 
at 2 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 
7, 2026, at Living Faith 
Baptist Church with 
interment in Jones Chapel 
Cemetery, Rev. Larry 
Brown officiating.  The 
family will receive friends 
at the church from noon-2 
p.m. prior to the service. 
Cullman Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family. 
Mr. Skinner passed away 
Feb. 2, 2026, at Cullman 
Regional Hospital.  He was 
born April 12, 1951, to Cleo 
Chester and Velma Mae 
Vance Skinner.  He served 
his country in the United 
States Navy stationed with 
the Marines as a Hospital 
Corpsman.  Donald was 
a member of Living Faith 
Baptist Church.  He was an 
Auburn fan and he loved 
talking politics. He was 
truly a great man--one who 
loved God with his whole 
heart, cherished his wife, 
and adored his children, 
grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren beyond 
measure.  He served his 
country with pride, honor, 
and quiet strength, and 
that pride was something 
we all felt. He was preceded 
in death by his parents; 
his sister, Louise Maze 
and an infant brother, 
Billy Skinner. Survivors 
include his wife of 47 
years, Linda Skinner; son, 
Scotty (Tanya) Skinner; 
daughters, Amy (Mike) 
Whitaker, Lisa (Chris) 
Holt, Tera (Seth Givens) 
Skinner, Natasha (Wendell) 
Talley; brother, Chester 
Skinner; grandchildren, 
Sierra (Kevin) Baldwin, 
Savanah (Ben) Vandiver, 
Abby (Dustin) Miller, 
Malachi Holt, Makinnon 
Holt, Ethan Bagwell, 
Elizabeth Bagwell, Bryant 
Talley, Keylee Talley; 
great-grandchildren, Ava 
Baldwin, Eliza Baldwin, 
Thomas Miller, family and 
friends. Pallbearers will be 
Malachi Holt, Makinnon 
Holt, Leslie Bagwell, 
John Brannon, Aiden 
Tankerslay, Ethan O’Rear. 
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.

cullmanfuneralhome.com.

Shelby Jean Davis, 83
Shelby Jean Davis age 
83 of Bremen, Alabama 
passed away Saturday, 
Jan. 31, 2026. Shelby is 
preceded in death by her 
brothers Walter Allen 
(Ruby) Brown and Buell 
(Freda) Brown; and sisters 
Vonda Lee (GW) Atkins, 
Mattie Vee (Charles) 
Campbell, and Jimmie 
Nell (Sam) Yates. She is 
survived by her husband 
of 67 years and 8 months, 
Byron Wayne Davis; sons 
David Wayne Davis and 
Michael Byron Davis; 
grandson James Edwin 
Davis; great-granddaughter 
Aleigha Belle Davis; and 
brother Joel Raymond 
(Gala) Brown. Shelby will 
be laid to rest at Corinth 
Church of Christ Cemetery 
Thursday, Feb. 12, 2026, 
at 1 p.m.  Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing. 

Hugh Ellis Huggins, 88
Hugh Ellis Huggins, age 88, 
of Decatur, went to be with 
his Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ on Sunday, Feb. 1, 

2026, at Riverside Assisted 
Living Center. Mr. Huggins 
was born in Blount County, 
Alabama on Jan. 24, 1938, 
to Guy and Nettie Ellis 
Huggins. He was a faithful 
member of Decatur Baptist 
Church for more than 60 
years, where he served 
in many roles, always 
preferring to work behind 
the scenes rather than in 
the spotlight. Over the 
years, Hugh was inspired 
by The Brady Bunch and 
dreamed of traveling with 
his family—journeys that 
took them across the West 
and all the way to Florida. 
He gave sacrificially of 
himself to create lasting 
memories. He also enjoyed 
camping, canoeing, yard 
work, and birdwatching. 
Hugh worked for Monsanto 
Company as a forklift 
operator and played 
football in the company 
league. He was an avid 
Alabama football fan— “Roll 
Tide”—and his final spoken 
word was “Amen,” after a 
family member said those 
beloved words. Known to 
some as “Hoppy,” he was 
best known as Pa-Paw to 

his grandchildren, who 
adored him deeply. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents, Guy and Nettie 
Huggins; brothers, Johnny 
and Wayne Huggins; and 
sister, Juanita Buckner. He 
is survived by his wife of 
67 years, Jo Ann Huggins; 
children, Michael (Sarah) 
Huggins, Pam (Bill) Vaughn, 
and Christy (Eddie) Johns; 
grandchildren, Alex 
(Shelly) Huggins, Thomas 
“T.C.” Williams, Audrey 
Ann (Jacob) Smith, Cam 
(Madison) Johns, and 
Kristie (James) Edwards; 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
Tatum Huggins, Xander 
Huggins, Josie Ann Smith, 
Wyatt Johns, and Lucie 
Edwards; sisters, Frances 
(Bill) Barnett and Nancy 
(John) Gentry; and a host 
of nieces and nephews. 
Funeral services will be 
held on Thursday, Feb. 6, 
2026, at 3 p.m. at Decatur 
Brown Service Funeral 
Home, with Reverend 
Benny Sivley officiating. 
The family will receive 
friends from 2 p.m. until 
service time on Thursday at 
the funeral home. Hugh will 

be laid to rest at Roselawn 
Cemetery in Decatur. 

Jennifer Leigh Miller, 52
Funeral services for 
Jennifer Leigh Miller, 52, of 
Hanceville will be 12 p.m., 
Friday, Feb. 6 at Hanceville 
Funeral Home Chapel.  
Burial will follow the 
service at Etha Cemetery.  
Visitation will be Thursday, 
Feb. 5, from 6-8 p.m. at 
Hanceville Funeral Home. 
Mrs. Miller was born 
Nov. 6, 1973.  She passed 
away Feb. 3, 2026. Mrs. 
Miller is survived by her 
husband, Michael Miller; 
children, Austin Heath 
Blair (Heather Blair), 
Mackenzie Leighann Miller 
(Skye Zentento), Alexis 
Morelle Firlik, Michael 
Montgomery Miller; 
several grandchildren; and 
her brother, Matt Lee Black. 
Mrs. Miller was preceded 
in death by her father, 
Darrell Black; mother, 
Sheila Striker Black; son, 
Samuel Corey Black; and 
grandparents, Erwin and 
Opal Black. Hanceville 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the Miller family.

FREE OBITUARY LISTINGS
HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US

Email: obits@cullmantribune.com
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

A/T and L/T included (New Excluded)
No Size Restrictions!

... IN THAT
WHILE WE
WERE YET
SINNERS

CHRIST DIED
FOR US.

ROMANS 5:8

MICHELIN
PRICES

SLASHED!

COLLEGE TIRE SALE 
HIGH-TREAD AND ALL

USED TIRES 30% OFF!

HIGH-TREAD AND ALL
USED TIRES 30% OFF!

315 Main St. NW, Hanceville

Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri – 8 AM - 5:30 PM

Weds – 8 AM - 12 PM

Sat – 8 AM - 2 PM

315 Main St. NW, Hanceville
Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri – 8 AM - 5:30 PM

Weds – 8 AM - 12 PM
Sat – 8 AM - 2 PM

CULLMAN, Ala. — Former 
firefighter Duncan Warner 
recently talk about some 
common  household fire haz-
ards. 

Phones
One cause of household fires 
in Warner’s experience has 
been individuals leaving 
phones under their pillows. 
Whether it is charged or not, 
he advised that lithium ion 
batteries get too hot and can 
explode. 
	 “The majority of the fires 
that happen in non-cold 
weather seasons are phones,” 
he said.
	 When you charge your 
phone, keep it on your bed-

side table, uncovered and 
ensure your bedspread or 
curtains aren’t hanging over 
the outlet.

Vapes
“The coils in vapes get too hot 
and can potentially blow the 
battery up,” Warner said, re-
garding leaving them plugged 
up overnight unattended. 
	 He also warned if they are 
too hot, there is a possibility 
thet can blow up during use. 
	 To avoid this issue, 
unplug the device when fully 
charged and be aware of any 
device recalls.

Heaters 
“While in colder weather it 
is usually space heaters that 
have collected dust all (year) 

and haven’t been plugged up 
in months. Also gas heaters 
that haven’t been on,” he said.
	 Keep this in mind during 
these cold months and pre-
pare ahead of next winter. 
	
Vents 
“Dryer vents need to be 
cleaned out more often; that 
catches on fire a lot, too.” 
Warner said. 
	 This is also true of venti-
lation fans that are most com-
monly found in bathrooms. 
The motors collect dust and 
when turned on with exces-
sive build up, can catch fire. 
	 With dryers, keep the lint 
trap clean, but also be aware 
of dryer lint buildup in the 
ductwork on the back of the 
machine. 

Former firefighter talks 
fire hazards
Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com


