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HANCEVILLE, Ala. — For 
many who decide to pursue 
college, adjusting to campus 
life can be a challenge. Bal-
ancing classes, financial aid 
and simply learning how to 
navigate a new campus envi-
ronment is often enough to 
fill a student’s plate. Now, add 

a child into the mix. The chal-
lenge grows and often stone-
walls many prospective stu-
dents from even enrolling at 
all. Wallace State Community 
College hopes to change that 
narrative with the creation 
of the Wallace State Lions’ 
Village, a project designed 
to address two of the most 
significant obstacles facing 
student-parents: affordable 

housing and accessible child-
care.
	 The planned residen-
tial community will include 
10 micro-dwellings, fully 
equipped to provide most 
of a student family's needs. 
The village is designed to 
accommodate expansion to 
20 dwellings, along with an 
on-site childcare center fea-
turing four classrooms and 

a designated tornado shelter 
serving both residents and 
the surrounding community.
	 Suzanne Harbin, vice 
president for advancement 
and innovation at Wallace 
State, shared that the proj-
ect emerged from a clear and 
pressing need.
	 “The Wallace State Lions’ 
Village is an innovative resi-
dential community designed 

specifically for student-par-
ents — one of the fastest 
growing, yet most under-
served, student populations,” 
Harbin said.
	 “This project became a 
priority because affordable 
housing and childcare access 
are barriers tied directly to 
student access and success,” 
she explained. “Cullman 
County faces a 

The vision of Wallace State Lions’ Village – ‘to create lasting, generational change’
Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com
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Mardis Gras 
Cullman
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The Cullman Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Visitor Center 
held its inaugural Mardi Gras 
Parade & Gumbo Cook-off 
in downtown Cullman on 
Saturday, Feb. 14, 2026. 
The Chamber announced the 
gumbo cook-off winners as 
Roux’thless (first place and 
People’s Choice) and Drifters 
(second place). » PAGE 5

Doggo love on tap
Pints & Paws pours out hearts for rescue dogs

Josie from Brindlee Mountain Animal Rescue
CHASADY WOODS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

CULLMAN, Ala. — Ethos 
Craft Brewing hosted a “Pints 
& Paws” adoption event on 
Valentine’s Day. The oc-
casion featured live music 
from Ex-Quartermasters and 
wonderful furry friends from 
the Cullman County Animal 
Shelter and Brindlee Moun-
tain Animal Rescue. 
	 While the adoption event 
was a success, there are still 
sweet babies waiting for their 
forever homes. Here are just 
a few!

Brindlee Mountain Animal 

Rescue: Jasper
If you are looking for an 
outlet for all your love and 
affection, Jasper is your guy! 
He is a 7-year-old Beagle and 
Shih Zhu mix who loves car 
rides. It is advised that he 
be with a home that is child-
free and where he can be the 
center of attention. 

Brindlee Mountain Animal 
Rescue: Maverick 
This 8-year-old Boston Terri-
er means business! He is very 
playful, loves car rides and is 
ready to go to the right home! 
He is great with children, 
other dogs and even cats. 

He even gets along with his 
buddy, Jasper.
	 When asked about how 
he does with children and 
other animals, Rhonda 

Lindsey, Brindlee Mountain 
Animal Rescue founder, said, 
“He thinks it’s the greatest 
thing since sliced 
cheese.” 

Chasady Woods
chasady@cullmantribune.com

Maverick
BRINDLEE MOUNTAIN ANIMAL RESCUE

Jasper
CHASADY WOODS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Feb. 16

Hanceville Irish Festival 
returning for 9th year; vendor, 
sponsor signups underway

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Feb. 16, 2026. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Feb. 10
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree; person; AC Unit; 

$4500; 2nd Ave. SW

Feb. 12
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree – harassing communi-
cations; person 

Feb. 13
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Dollar General; gen-
eral merchandise; $11; CR 
1435
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree; person
•	 theft of property-2nd 
degree; person; pistol; $500

ARRESTS
Feb. 13-14
McKnight, Chelsea C.; 35
•	 chemical endangerment 
of child (2 counts)

Myers, Brandon W.; 35

•	 public intoxication
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Clements, Rachel G.; 32
•	 FTA – driving without li-
cense (2 counts)

Nichols, Charles L.; 62
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Patterson, Dawson J.; 28
•	 public intoxication

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Green will once again take 
over downtown Hancev-
ille when the ninth annual 
Hanceville Irish Festival 
returns Saturday, March 14, 
2026.
	 Hosted by Friends of the 
Festival, the one-day cele-
bration will run from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., bringing live music, 
food vendors, arts and crafts 
and family-friendly enter-
tainment to the heart of the 
city.
	 In 2024, the eighth annual 
celebration drew a spirited 
crowd to historic downtown, 
with local vendors, musicians 
and food trucks lining Com-
mercial and Bangor Streets.
	 Festival organizer and 
(now) Hanceville Mayor 
Nolan Bradford reflected on 
the event’s continued mo-
mentum in prior coverage by 
The Cullman Tribune.
	 “This is our seventh year, 
and the festival continues 
to grow each year,” Brad-
ford said at the time, noting 
the event’s role in boosting 
downtown activity and com-
munity pride.
	 According to Tribune 
coverage, the 2024 festival 
featured the event’s largest 
vendor turnout yet, with 
more than 70 vendors partic-
ipating and drawing families, 
music lovers and visitors 
from neighboring counties.
	 Participants enjoyed 
food trucks, face painting, 
inflatables and a slate of local 
musical acts, helping create 
an atmosphere that blended 
Celtic culture with small-
town festivity.
	 Applications are now 
being accepted for vendors 
wishing to participate in the 
2026 festival, with a deadline 
of March 7, 2026.
	 Single 10x10 spaces are 
$30. Double 10x20 spaces are 
$60. Spaces will be assigned 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis. No refunds will be 
issued.
	 Organizers note that 
while limited power may 
be available with advanced 
notice, vendors are responsi-
ble for their own tents, tables 
and displays. Generators 
are not permitted near stage 
areas.
	 Setup will be between 
5:30-8:30 a.m. the morning 
of the event. Vendors must 
ensure booths do not block 
streets, businesses or parking 
access.
	 Applications may be 
mailed to Friends of the Fes-
tival. P.O. Box 600, Hancev-
ille, AL 35077.
	 Vendors may contact 
Nolan Bradford at 205-249-
5588 or FriendsOfTheFesti-
valAL@gmail.com with ques-
tions.

Sponsorship opportunities 
available
Local businesses and indi-
viduals can also support the 
event through sponsorship 
levels ranging from $50 to 

$1,000.

•	 Platinum Sponsor: $1,000
•	 Gold Sponsor: $500
•	 Silver Sponsor: $250
•	 Bronze Sponsor: $100
•	 Friend of Festival: $50

Sponsors must register by 
March 1, 2026, to be includ-
ed on the official sponsor 
banner.
	 Organizers said sponsor-
ships help cover festival costs 
and ensure the event remains 
accessible to the public.
	 Over the years, the 
Hanceville Irish Festival has 
become a springtime staple 
for families, musicians and 
artisans. The event gives local 
entrepreneurs and perform-
ers a platform while drawing 
visitors from across Cullman 
County and beyond.
	 From live music to hand-
crafted goods and festival 
food, the event offers some-
thing for every age group.
	 The 2026 Hanceville 
Irish Festival will take place 
Saturday, March 14, from 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. in downtown 
Hanceville.

HANCEVILLE IRISH 
FESTIVAL:

A LOOK BACK

2018 – The beginning
The inaugural Hanceville 
Irish Festival launches in 
downtown Hanceville as a 
community-driven event 
organized by Friends of the 
Festival. The goal: create a 
family-friendly celebration 
that supports local business-
es and builds civic pride.

2019 – Building momen-
tum
Vendor participation in-
creases, live music expands 
and attendance grows as 
word spreads across Cullman 
County.

2020 – Pandemic pause

Like many events statewide, 
the festival is impacted by 
COVID-19 restrictions. Plan-
ning adjusts as organizers 
work to preserve the long-
term future of the event.

2021 – Return and recov-
ery
The festival returns with 
renewed energy. Commu-
nity support strengthens as 
residents show up in force 
to support local vendors and 
musicians.

2022 – Expansion year
Vendor space fills quickly. 
More artisans, food trucks 
and performers join the 
lineup, signaling steady 
growth.

2023 – Regional draw
Visitors from surrounding 
counties attend in larger 
numbers. Downtown foot 
traffic increases throughout 
the day, benefiting brick-and-
mortar businesses.

2024 – Largest vendor 
turnout to-date
More than 70 vendors par-
ticipate, marking the largest 
vendor presence in festival 
history. Organizers note con-
tinued growth in both crowd 
size and sponsor support.

2025 – Continued growth
The festival cements itself as 
a spring tradition in Hancev-
ille, blending Celtic-inspired 
celebration with local culture 
and small-town hospitality.

2026 – Ninth annual cele-
bration
Set for March 14, 2026, the 
festival continues its mission 
of bringing live music, food, 
arts and crafts to downtown 
Hanceville while supporting 
local businesses and commu-
nity partnerships.

Get  more info at www.face-
book.com/ hancevilleirish-
fest. 

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Village (from Front)
48.7% childcare capacity 
gap, leaving a shortage of 
more than 1,600 slots for 
young children. When stu-
dents cannot secure stable 
housing or reliable childcare, 
enrolling in college and con-
tinuing their education be-
comes nearly impossible. The 
Lions’ Village is our proactive 
answer to those challenges.”
	 The project became a 
funded reality through Con-
gressman Robert Aderholt, 
R-Alabama’s support via 
Congressionally Direct-
ed Spending. He secured 
$2,540,000 through the U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development for the 
development.
	 “Congressman Aderholt’s 
support was the catalyst that 
moved this project from a 
vision to a fully funded ini-
tiative,” Harbin said. “For 
Wallace State students, it 
means the college can now 
offer a comprehensive sup-
port model that meets foun-
dational needs, safe housing, 
affordable childcare and a 
stable environment, so stu-
dents can focus on complet-
ing their education.”
	 Unlike stand-alone “tiny 
homes,” the Lions’ Village 
follows closer to the “mi-
cro-housing model,” de-
signed for permanent campus 
integration. The homes will 
be built on foundations and 
meet residential building 
codes, forming a planned 
community that emphasizes 
walkability, family function-
ality and proximity to many 
campus services.
	 “At an average of 500 
square feet, these homes 
prioritize efficient use of 
space, stability and access to 
wraparound services, making 

them ideal for student fam-
ilies in a campus environ-
ment,” Harbin said.
	 With the inclusion of 
an on-site childcare center, 
Wallace State hopes to help 
eliminate much of the daily 
transportation challenges 
for student-parents juggling 
home, daycare and class 
schedules. The addition of 
a tornado shelter provides 
critical protection in a region 
where severe weather is a re-
curring concern. All of these 
features are being developed 
with student-family income 
levels in mind, ensuring the 
housing remains affordable 
for families with limited fi-
nancial resources.
	 Beyond housing and 
childcare, Harbin empha-
sized that the Lions’ Village 
is designed as a collaborative, 
community-supported ini-
tiative.
	 Partners, including Com-
munity Action Partnership 
of North Alabama (CAPNA), 
the Cullman and Hanceville 
Housing Authorities, The 
Link of Cullman County, 
Cullman Caring for Kids and 
the WSCC Future Founda-
tion, will each play a role in 
strengthening the support 
network surrounding stu-
dent-families.
	 CAPNA will contribute 
expertise in early childhood 
education and housing pro-
gram management, while 
the Cullman and Hanceville 
Housing Authorities will 
assist with access to attain-
able housing resources and 
resident services. The Link 
will provide wraparound and 
crisis-support services to 
promote healthy long-term 
stability for the student-fam-
ilies, and Cullman Caring for 

Kids will help connect fam-
ilies with food and essential 
resources. Harbin noted that 
the WSCC Future Founda-
tion has been instrumental in 
working to provide the land 
that makes the Lions’ Village 
development possible.
	 “The Lions’ Village is 
built on strong community 
partnerships, which ensure 
the project is not just hous-
ing, but a true support ecosys-
tem,” Harbin said. “Together, 
these partners expand the 
reach of services, enhance 
community-based support 
and ensure families have 
what they need to thrive.”
	 But the goal doesn’t stop 
there for the Wallace State 
vision and its aspirations to 
do more for student-parents 
to ensure their success.
	 For many students, 
especially those who are 
student-parents, who have 
found themselves face to face 
in the cycle of family poverty, 
Wallace State hopes to pro-
vide the ability to break the 
wheel as they earn degrees, 
giving them an opportuni-
ty to earn higher wages and 
grow the local workforce.
	 Additionally, with this 
foundation, Wallace State 
hopes to be able achieve 
greater student retention 
while taking away some of 
the burden that comes with 
being a student parent and 
giving them their best chance 
at success. 
	 “Our long-term vision 
is to create lasting, genera-
tional change,” Harbin said. 
“The Lions’ Village will help 
families build stability, help 
Wallace State foster student 
success and help the Cullman 
County community grow 
stronger for generations.”

Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

WALLACE STATE

The conceptual site place for the Wallace State Community College Lions’ Village

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

A shot from the 2023 Hanceville Irish Festival
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The Poetry of Recovery: Re-
covery Support Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 
514 Cleveland Ave. SW in Cull-
man. Facebook/The Poetry 
of Recovery. Contact Jeff at 
727-542-6413 or John at 256-
636-0612.

Cullman County Historical 
Society Meetings
We meet the fourth Sunday 
of the month from 2-4 p.m. at 
the Cullman County Museum. 
Each meeting features a specif-
ic program or speaker. Join us!

Attention Senior Citizens
If you are 60 or over, please 
come to the Cullman Senior 
Center at 1539 Sportsman 
Lake Road NW and have some 
fun with us and eat lunch. Good 
fun, good friends and good 
food. Different things going on 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-
noon. Volunteers needed to de-
liver meals to homebound. Call 
Commission on Aging for info. 
256-734-1241.  

Cullman County Republican 
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman 
VFW. President Cathi Brad-
ford: “We are going to begin 
training to track legislation 
in Montgomery. If you need 
information, you can directly 
message me on Facebook.” Full 
meals at 5:30. Meetings start 
at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 9 
a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 p.m. We 
are located at 1503 Second St. 
SW, Cullman (in the Housing 
Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support 
Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Al-
abama Career Center, 1201 
Katherine St. NW in Cullman. 
Contact Olivia Wade, case 
manager, at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Bai-
leyton fire station next to the 
town’s park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a bag, 
and for $40 a shopper can fill 
a large box. Some of the items 
of greater value will require a 
larger donation. There will be 
some restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash and 
checks accepted. Proceeds will 
be used for park improvements 
and capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Epis-
copal Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 256-
841-2209 or 256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Nazarene, 
5415 Alabama Highway 157. 
CLOSED literature study. 
Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sen-

sibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the 
Donald E. Green Adult Active 
Center, 1625 Cleveland Ave. 
SW. The first meeting is free. 
TOPS, a national program, 
is a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss and 
management through weekly 
meetings providing informa-
tion, accountability, support 
and encouragement where you 
make the changes that make 
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fel-
lowship for those affected by 
someone else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our expe-
riences, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope by 
letting others know that they 
are not alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. 
We Respect Your Anonymity. 
Our program is not a religious 
one, but a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family Life 
Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don 
or Nancy McKenzie 256-736-
3327 or 256-736-3470 for 
more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups 
are a fellowship of friends and 
family whose lives have been 
affected by alcoholism. The 
Cullman Serenity Al-Anon 
Group meets each Monday at 
noon at 1519 St. Joseph Dr. NE. 
There is also a Zoom meeting 
each Tuesday at noon. The 
Courage to Change Al-Anon 
Family Group meets on Thurs-
days at 6 p.m. at Grace Epis-
copal Church at 305 Arnold 
St. NE in the Carriage House, 
located between the church 
and the Arnold House on the 
corner. For more information 
call 256-734-2231 or 256-531-
4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, 
AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cull-
man
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcullman@
gmail.com
• FB-Spirit Life Church Cull-
man
• Wednesday, Feb. 18 – 7 p.m. 
Children and youth classes.  
Adult worship, teaching and 
testimonies in the sanctuary. 
Free pizza at 6:30. Van runs 
in the 5 Points Area 5:15-5:30. 
Call Betty Hays at 256-338-
3728 for pickup. 
• Friday, Feb. 20 – Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and tes-
timonies. Hurts, habits and 
hang-ups are a part of every-
one's life. Come and see how 
to overcome these and more! 
Dinner at 6 p.m. Meeting starts 
at 6:30. Childcare provided.
• Saturday, Feb. 21 – 9-11 a.m. 
Drive-through food bank
• Sunday, Feb. 22 – 8:15 a.m. 
Van runs in 5 Points Area. Call 
Betty Hays at 256-338-3728 
for pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. 

Bible study classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10. Praise 
and worship and message by 
Pastor Bobby Dodd at 11. 

Shirley Burden Public Li-
brary in Hanceville
• February is Love Your Library 
Month, and we are having a 
BOOK SALE the entire month. 
The proceeds assist our chil-
dren's program. The library is 
open Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. (closed from noon-1 p.m.) 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Join us on Facebook for 
weekly details or please feel 
free to call us at 256-352-0685. 
Follow Facebook/Hanceville 
Public Library for event details. 
• Tuesday, Feb. 17, at 11 a.m. 
Spanish class with Alejandra 
Pena
• Wednesday, Feb. 18, at 10 a.m. 
Storytime with Melissa Porter
• Wednesday, Feb. 25, at 10 a.m. 
North Alabama Agriplex story-
time “Freddie the Fish” and 
book club led by Briana Taylor
• Tuesday, March 3, at 11 a.m. 
Spanish class with Alejandra 
Pena, a 16-year veteran in 
Spanish instruction with a 
bachelor’s in bilingual educa-
tion
• Wednesday, March 4, at 10 
a.m. Summer with the Cullman 
Soil and Water District will 
read Dr. Seuss’ “Mr. Brown Can 
Moo, Can You?”
• Wednesday, March 11, at 10 
a.m. Storytime
• Saturday, March 14, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Hanceville Irish 
Festival and BOOK SALE 
• Tuesday, March 17, at 11 a.m. 
Spanish class
• Wednesday, March 18, at 10 
a.m. Storytime
• Saturday, March 21, at 10 a.m. 
Book club
• Wednesday, March 25, at 
10 a.m. Lisa L. Ellard, MSN 
CRNP, RN instructor, Depart-
ment of Nursing Education at 
Wallace State Community Col-
lege, will present a program on 
first aid for children
• Friday, March 27, at 6 p.m. 
Poetry Night is back! Calling 
all amateurs, song writers, per-
formers to share their talents 
with us!

Holly Pond Lions Club 
Annual Beans and Greens 
Dinner
Saturday, Feb. 21, from 4-7 p.m. 
at the Holly Pond Lions Club 
building. Admission is by dona-
tion, with proceeds supporting 
community projects related to 
vision, hunger, diabetes, envi-
ronment and childhood cancer. 
Additionally, we are collecting 
canned and nonperishable food 
items for the local food pantry. 
Donations can be dropped off 
at the pantry (located between 
town hall and the fire depart-
ment) or brought to the dinner 
Feb. 21.

Cullman Eagle Forum Ballot 
Hand-Count Training
Monday, Feb. 23, at 6 p.m. at the 
Hanceville Housing Author-
ity, 819 Kiki Dr., Hanceville, 
AL  35077.  alabamaeagle.org/
event/hand-counting-ballots-
whats-the-big-deal-cullman

67th Annual Chittlin’ Supper
Saturday, Feb. 28, from 4-8 
p.m. in the Meek Elementary 
School gymnasium. We will 
have great food, great enter-
tainment and political candi-
dates from across the state. 
Brought to you by the Meek 
High School Band of Champi-

ons and the Winston County 
Chittlin’ Eaters Association. 
$15 per plate. Chicken will also 
be available. 

Casino Night Benefiting 
Hope Horses
Saturday, Feb. 28, from 6-10 
p.m. at Cotton Creek, 417 Third 
Ave. SW in Cullman. Let's go 
all-in for a fun-filled casino 
night benefiting Hope Horses! 
Tickets are $100 and include 
dinner, drinks and starter 
chips! Hope Horses, Inc. is a 
nonprofit organization. All do-
nations made payable to Hope 
Horses are tax deductible. For 
more information, please email 
us at krice@hopehorsesinc.
com. 
 
Men of the Covenant Men's 
Conference
• Sunday, March 1, from 5-7 
p.m. at Seventh Street Baptist 
Church, 708 Seventh St. SW in 
Cullman. Men, you’re invited to 
a powerful and timely gather-
ing designed to strengthen your 
walk, sharpen your leadership 
and renew your commitment 
to Christ and your family.
• We are honored to welcome 
two dynamic speakers: Jason 
Simpson, north Alabama mete-
orologist and faithful deacon at 
Valleydale Church in Hoover; 
and Christopher Smith, long-
time Men's Ministry Team 
Member at Whitesburg Baptist 
Church in Huntsville.
• This evening will be filled 
with strong biblical teaching, 
real-life encouragement, wor-
ship and authentic brother-
hood. Our theme is rooted in 
the bold declaration of Joshua: 
"As for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD." - Joshua 
24:15
• Whether you are a husband, 
father, grandfather, young 
professional or student, this 
conference is for you. Be chal-
lenged to lead your home with 
conviction, courage and com-
mitment. Bring a friend. Bring 
your son. Bring your small 
group. Stand as a Man of the 
Covenant.
• Register at www.7thstreetba-
12tist.com. 

Cullman County Master 
Gardners Native Azalea and 
Wildflower Sale
Saturday, March 21, from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. at the fairgrounds 
at Sportsman Lake Park

WWA Wyld Wrestling Alli-
ance Event to Support Cull-
man County Relay For Life
Saturday, April 11, at noon at 
the Cullman County Agricul-
tural Trade Center. Doors open 
at noon. Bell time 6 p.m. Gen-
eral admission is $10, ring-side 
$15 and kids 5 and younger get 
in free. Get ready to rumble for 
a cause! The Cullman County 
Relay For Life Team Sassy 
Ladies is teaming up with 
WWA Wyld Wrestling Alliance 
for a high‑energy fundraiser 
you won’t want to miss! These 
wrestlers know a thing or two 
about strength, grit and fight-
ing back — and together, we’re 
channeling that same power 
straight into our mission to 
kick cancer’s butt. Live music, 
wrestling and food. 

Cullman County Master 
Gardners Spring Plant Sale
Friday and Saturday, April 
17-18, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at the 
fairgrounds at Sportsman Lake 
Park

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Lunch & Learn: Images and copyright

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man Area Chamber of Com-
merce and Visitor Center 
recently hosted a Lunch & 
Learn with guest speaker 
Toni Carter, library director 
at Athens State University. 
Carter spoke about image use 
and staying within terms to 
avoid copyright issues. 
	 Public domain is free use 
– to an extent. This would 
include royalty free sites with 
images you don’t have to pay 
for and shouldn’t have to cite 
the sources for when using. 
Examples are Pixabay and 
Unsplash.
	 Canva also has multiple 
templates that are free to use, 
but have to be altered in some 
way to be claimed as your 
own. 
	 “It’s always best to check 
the terms of use on any imag-
ing,” Carter advised the audi-
ence. 

	 She also addressed images 
created by AI for content and 
other purposes. Typically, 
since these are made by the 
individual via prompting, you 
are free to use the image as 
your own. 
	 There are copyright and 
trademark protection mea-
sures already in place. An 
example used was “Tweety 
Bird.” If you ask ChatGPT 
to create an image with that 
character it will not process 
the image. Even if you ask it 
to again, it will continue to 
refuse to output any copy-
righted text or images. 
	 One person suggested 
using the wording “in the 
style of” when prompting 
ChatGPT for images of copy-
right characters, etc. There 
are restrictions, but it will get 
you as close as you can to cre-
ating the image you want. 
	 Carter also explained 
noncommercial and com-
mercial use content. Non-
commercial is the more le-

nient of the two and can still 
have its own set of copyright 
and trademark laws. Though 
to differentiate the two, she 
said, think of Disney. Disney’s 
trademarked characters and 
content are commercial use, 
meaning prohibited to use. 
You cannot sell any of Dis-
ney’s content as your own. 
	 Said Carter, “When you 
go to a site, double-check how 
they want you to use it.

Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

CHASADY WOODS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Lunch & Learn speaker Toni 
Carter, library director at 
Athens State University

The conceptual site place for the Wallace State Community College Lions’ Village

Pints & Paws (from Front)
Brindlee Mountain Animal 
Rescue: Josie
Precious Josie loves hugs and 
snuggles! She will gladly take 
any attention she is given. 
She is roughly 1-2 years old 
and would be perfect in a 
home able to give her the full 
attention she deserves!

If you are interested in adopt-

ing visit www.brindleemoun-
tainanimalrescue.com and 
fill out an application or call 
256-200-2094 for more in-
formation. 
	 To check out the doggos at 
the Cullman County Animal 
Shelter, visit www.facebook.
c o m /c u l l m a n c o u n t y a n i -
malshelter or call 256-734-
5448. 
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PREP BASKETBALL
Sub-Regional round scores - Feb 13-14

CULLMAN, Ala. — Round 
one of the ASHAA State 
Playoffs took place over the 
weekend, with six of our girls 
teams and four boys squads 
punching their tickets to the 
Sweet Sixteen and spots in 
the Regional playoffs at Wal-

lace State’s Tom Drake Col-
iseum. The games will take 
place from Feb. 17-25, with 
dates and times for specific 
matchups TBD.

VARSITY GIRLS 
6A
•	 No. 1 Hazel Green 57, 
Cullman 34

5A
•	 No. 5 West Point 69, Boaz 
25

4A
•	 No. 4 Good Hope 76, Ful-
tondale 23

3A
•	 No.5 Vinemont 72, No. 9 
Carbon Hill 42

•	 Holly Pond 57, Winfield 
34

2A
•	 No. 10 Cold Springs 71, 
Red Bay 17

1A
•	 No. 7 Meek 69, Waterloo 
41

VARSITY BOYS
6A
•	 Cullman 55, Hazel Green 
53

5A
•	 Boaz 62, West Point 46

3A
•	 Winfield 60, Vinemont 48

2A
•	 No. 6 Cold Springs 58, 
Lamar County 48

1A
•	 No. 10 Meek 57, Waterloo 
31
•	 Addison 62, Athens Bible 
26

Lucas Gray
lucas@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASKETBALL
Cullman outlasts Hazel Green 55-53 to move on to Regionals for fourth time in five years

CULLMAN, Ala. — After 
getting a hard-fought win in 
the Class 6A, Area 13 cham-
pionship game at Jasper on 
Tuesday night, the Cullman 
Bearcats got the chance to 
host their Sub-Regional game 
once again on Saturday night, 
taking on the Hazel Green 
Trojans. Cullman looked 
to get back to Wallace after 
falling in their Sub-Region-
al game last season, and it 
was a tough battle from start 
to finish. Cullman trailed 
by six going into the final 
period, but some huge treys 
by Emory Bonds, some big 
free throws by Sam Dor-
ough, Owen Graves, and Gray 
Hooper, and one more defen-
sive stop helped the Bearcats 
get past the Trojans 55-53 
making it back to Regionals 
for the fourth time in five 
years.
	 Both teams traded bas-
kets and Hazel Green made 
a shot in the paint to take a 

9-8 lead. Sam Dorough got 
fouled after making a tough 
shot down low and ended up 
completing the three-point 
play from the free throw line 
to give Cullman an 11-9 lead. 
Loftin put in a reverse layup 
to put the Bearcats ahead, 
13-10, late in the first. A 
couple of late baskets by the 
Trojans, though, gave them 
the lead right back at 14-13 
going into the second.
	 Hazel Green carried that 
momentum over into the 
second period, as they scored 
six straight points to stretch 
their lead to 20-13 with 4:39 
remaining in the first half. 
Dorough once again scored 
through a foul and ended up 
hitting the free throw to cut it 
to 20-16.
	 After a reverse layup by 
the Trojans made it 22-16, 
Dorough found Owen Graves 
in the left corner for a three to 
trim it to three at 22-19. Hazel 
Green, though, countered 
with an 8-3 run to widen 
their lead to 30-22. Dorough 
knocked down a pair of free 

throws to make it a 30-24 
game at the half.
	 Loftin found Dorough in 
the right corner for a three, 
then Dorough found Jona-
than Witcher in that same 
corner for another trey to 
tie the game up at 30. Dor-
ough drove to the basket 
and scored to give Cullman a 
32-30 lead.
	 Just like in the second 
quarter, though, the Trojans 
would respond with another 
big run, as they scored eight 
straight points to grab a 
38-32 lead with 2:26 remain-
ing in the third. Both teams 
traded baskets and points to 
end the third quarter, and 
Hazel Green would hold a 
slim 42-36 lead going into the 
final period.
	 Cullman came out red-
hot to start out the fourth, as 
Loftin hit another basket in 
the paint, and Emory Bonds 
caught fire from behind the 
three-point line, drilling 
three straight treys to put the 
Bearcats ahead, 46-44. A late 
basket by the Trojans gave 

them the lead right back at 
47-46. Dorough buried two 
more free throws to give Cull-
man a 48-47 lead with 1:55 
remaining in the game. With 
1:11 remaining in the contest, 
Gray Hopper found a cutting 
Loftin down low for two, and 
Graves put in two free throws 
to put Cullman ahead, 52-48. 
Hazel Green knocked down 
a three from the top of the 
key to cut it to 54-53. Hopper 
split his free throws to make 
it 55-53, and the Trojans’ 
last chance to win the game 
was off the mark, as Cullman 
ended up holding off Hazel 
Green 55-53 to make a return 
trip back to Regionals.
	 Dorough finished with 
19 points for the Bearcats. 
Loftin put in 14 points, and 
Bonds ended up with nine 
points. 
	 Cullman will take on 
the Clay-Chalkville/Deca-
tur winner next week at the 
Northwest Regionals at Tom 
Drake Coliseum with the 
time and date to be deter-
mined.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASKETBALL

No. 4 Good Hope rolls past Fultondale 76-23 to move on to Regionals
GOOD HOPE, Ala. — 
Coming off of a dominating 
area championship win over 
West Morgan, the Good 
Hope Lady Raiders looked 
to clinch a spot at Regionals 
once again, as they hosted 
the Fultondale Lady Wild-
cats on Friday night. Good 
Hope dominated from the 
opening tip, getting out to 
an early lead, and the trio of 
Ella Davis, Sophie Konrad, 
and Lexi Marshall combined 
for 57 points on the night, as 
they would go on to rout Ful-
tondale, 76-23, to advance to 
Regionals. 
	 Davis’s rebound and put-
back put Good Hope on the 
scoreboard first, then the 
Lady Raider defense forced 
back-to-back turnovers, 
which turned into baskets 
by Davis and Konrad, and 
Marshall added a three from 
the left wing to give the 
Lady Raiders an early 9-0 

lead. Davis hit four straight 
free throws, and six straight 
points by Konrad made it 
19-0.
	 Gossett hit a basket in the 
paint, and Davis and Konrad 
continued to dominate in the 
paint, scoring Good Hope’s 
final six points of the quar-
ter to put Good Hope ahead, 
27-2, going into the second.
	 The second quarter saw 
head coach Justin Aby play 
his bench for the majority of 
the period, and they contrib-
uted as well.
	 Zoe Gibbs drained a pair 
of threes, Gabby Richter 
added a basket, and Marshall 
drilled a pair of treys and 
later added a basket down 
low to give the Lady Raiders 
a 43-12 lead at the break.
	 Good Hope continued to 
dominate on both sides of 
the ball in the third quarter. 
Whether it was Konrad or 
Davis slashing to the paint 
or hitting treys, Lucie Adams 
hitting a pair of threes, or 
Marshall scoring off of turn-

overs, the Lady Raiders could 
do no wrong, as they ended 
up outscoring Fultondale, 
30-7, in the third to take 
a 73-19 lead into the final 
period.
	 The hot clock was in effect 
for the entire fourth quarter, 
and Ella Eisner banked in a 
three from the left corner to 
put the finishing touches on 
a dominating 76-23 win for 
Good Hope, as they will be 
making their sixth straight 
trip to Regionals. 
	 Davis led the way for the 
Lady Raiders with 21 points. 
Marshall wasn’t too far 
behind with 19 points, and 
Konrad put in 17 points.
	 Good Hope will be facing 
off against a team that 
they’ve played in Regionals 
over the past several years, 
the Deshler Lady Tigers.
	 The two teams will take 
on each other next week at 
the Northwest Regionals at 
Tom Drake Coliseum with 
the time and date to be deter-
mined.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com
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Good Hope’s Sophie Konrad

LUCAS GRAY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman’s Sam Dorough

CULLMAN, Ala. — As part 
of its 90th anniversary cel-
ebration, Cullman Electric 
Cooperative has announced 
the launch of its Community 
Cupboards, a new initiative 
designed to support mem-
bers and strengthen the 
spirit of neighbor helping 
neighbor that has defined 
the cooperative for nine de-
cades.
	 Community Cupboards 
are free little pantries lo-
cated at the cooperative’s 
Cullman and Addison offic-
es. Built on the simple idea 
of “take what you need, give 
if you can,” the cupboards 
provide immediate access 
to food and essential house-
hold items for individuals 
and families facing food 
insecurity with no forms, 
qualifications or questions 
asked.
	 “For 90 years, we’ve 
worked to improve quality of 
life for the communities we 
serve,” said Lindsey Dossey, 
manager of communica-
tions. “These Community 
Cupboards are not meant 
to replace local food banks. 
They simply provide an ad-
ditional resource for fami-
lies who are having a tough 
time or are between assis-
tance periods. It’s a mean-
ingful way for us to celebrate 
90 years of service by giving 
back directly to our neigh-

Staff Reports
Contributor

Addison volleyball receives State Championship rings

ADDISON, Ala. — Head 
coach Sadie Hall took over 
for Addison Volleyball in 
2025 with big shoes to fill. In 
the prior ten seasons, Kaydi 
Woodard had earned ten Area 
Championships and seven 
1A State Championships, 
building on the dynasty Pam 
Wilkins had started before 
her. 
	 June was tough, both 
Hall and her players said. As 
practices and training got 
underway, it took time for the 
team to mesh and for the in-
timidation of a new coach to 
subside.
	 Despite that, Hall knew 
she had the raw talent on the 
team to have a special first 
season, which she saw come 
to fruition in their first reg-
ular season match against 
Meek. The Lady Bulldogs 
won two comeback sets, then 
ran away with the third for 
the win. 
	 They’d face rival Meek in 
the final game of the season 
too, in a 3-0 win to take the 

1A State Championship in 
October to finish off a 33-14 
campaign. Last Thursday, the 
Lady Bulldogs got together 
again to receive their State 
Championship rings at a cer-
emony at First Bank in Addi-
son. 
	 “It honestly feels so 
unreal. I just feel like the last 
two teams that I’ve been on, 
all the people weren’t there 
to win. But this year, we gave 
it all we had and we were in 
love with the game, and there 
were times early where it was 
hard, I wanted it to be over 
because I was so stressed out. 
I really wouldn’t have it any 
other way, though.
	 "All the stress, all the 
anger, all the tears I’ve shed 
for this sport, I wouldn’t have 
it any other way,” sophomore 
Annabelle Powell said. 
	 Hall, a former State 
C h a m p i o n s h i p - w i n n i n g 
player under Wilkins at Ad-
dison, said earning state titles 
as both a player and coach has 
been “phenomenal,” noting it 
was less stressful as a player, 
feeling more in-control on 
the court. 

	 “I respect coach Wilkins 
so much more now knowing 
what all goes into the process 
behind the scenes, because 
the pressure of playing in the 
championship is one thing, 
because in my mind they can 
dictate the game and I’m just 

standing there waving my 
hands,” Hall said.
	 Both Powell and senior 
Kendall Wyatt noted that 
while Hall’s on-court coach-
ing pushed them to new 
heights, she also helped them 
excel mentally. 

	 “I started off the year in 
a bad spot, but coach Hall 
helped me realize that if I 
have a bad game, the next 
day I can come back and do it 
over.
	 "I feel like any time I 
made a mistake I blamed it 

on myself, but I had to realize 
that winning as a team and 
losing as a team is the same 
thing, and I had to realize 
that I am good enough, and 
winning state as a team, we 
all won it together,” Powell 
said.

Lucas Gray, Brandon Evans
The Cullman Tribune
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Addison’s 2025 state championship-winning volleyball team

Mardis Gras (from Front)
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Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

5754 AL- Hwy 157 North
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4310

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

1615 Town Square S W
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4380

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  35077
256•352•6245

  Receive 
In-Store Specials, 
Announcements & 

View Our Weekly Ad!
Join our 

V.I.P. 
Text List!5754 AL- Hwy 157 N

Cullman, AL  
1615 Town Square S W

Cullman, AL  
780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  

$599

T-BONE
STEAKS  

Family Pack
U.S. Inspected 

LB.

$188

BOSTON BUTT 
PORK ROAST

Fresh 
Whole

LB.

$199
Red or Black 

Imported

SEEDLESS 
GRAPES

LB.

2for

$6
5 Lb. Bag

Selected Varieties

WHITE LILY 
FLOUR OR MEAL

2for

$4
40 Oz.

THAT'S SMART! 
VEGETABLE OIL

HUNT'S 
PASTA SAUCE

24 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

99¢
EA. 2for

$6
4 Lb. Bag 

DOMINO
SUGAR

EA.49¢
Fresh

GREEN
CABBAGE

LB.

FOOD CLUB 
PASTA

16 Oz. Box
Selected Varieties

99¢
Ea.

Prices Effective - Wednesday, February 18 through Tuesday, February 24, 2026
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CRAV'N FLAVOR 
ICE CREAM

48 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$399
EA.

EGGO 
WAFFLES

10 Ct. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$6

EDWARDS
PIES
24-32 Oz. 

Selected Varieties

$699
EA.

MARUCHAN RAMEN 
NOODLE SOUP
12 Pk. Chicken, 
Beef  or Shrimp

3for
$10

FOOD CLUB 
SKILLET CLASSICS

5-8 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

4for
$5

FOOD CLUB 
TOMATOES

28 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$169
EA.

KRISPY OR ZESTA 
SALTINES 

16 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$6

MARTHA WHITE 
MUFFIN MIX

7 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

4for
$5

WILLIAMS
SAUSAGE

1 Lb. Roll
Mild or Hot

$379
EA.

WRIGHT
BACON

40 Oz. Stack Pack 
Hickory Smoked

$1299
EA.

RED OR GOLD 
POTATOES

U.S. #1 Idaho
5 Lb. Bag

$299
EA.

SWEET 
ONIONS

3 Lb. Bag
Imported

$299
EA.

FOOD CLUB 
SOUR CREAM

16 Oz. 
Original 

2for
$4

BLUE BONNET
SPREAD

45 Oz. Tub Original 
or With Calcium

$299
EA.

NIAGARA 
DRINKING WATER

24 Pk.
16.9 Oz. Bottles

3for
$10

FOOD CLUB 
APPLE JUICE

64 Oz.

2for
$5

PEARL MILLING 
SYRUP

24 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

PEARL MILLING 
PANCAKE MIX

32 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

DRUMSTICKS 
OR THIGHS

Fresh Chicken 
Family Pack 

$169
LB.

BONELESS SKINLESS 
CHICKEN BREAST

Previously
Frozen

$299
LB.

GWALTNEY
BACON

12 Oz. 
Original or Thick

$379
EA.

CHICKEN 
TENDERS

5 Lb. 
Homestyle

$599
EA.

FOOD CLUB 
CREAM CHEESE

8 Oz. Original 
or 1/3 Less Fat 

2for
$4

CHARMIN 
ESSENTIALS 

9 Mega Rolls 
Bath Tissue

$799
EA.

FRITOS OR 
CHEETOS

6.5-10 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

ON THE BORDER 
TORTILLA CHIPS

8-12 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

GOLDEN FLAKE, UTZ 
OR ZAPP'S CHIPS

7-8 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

HOT 
POCKETS

8 Ct.
Selected Varieties

$899
EA.

MAXWELL HOUSE 
K-CUPS COFFEE

10-12 Ct. 
Selected Varieties

$699
EA.

CARA CARA NAVELS 
OR MINNEOLAS

3 Lb. Bag
High in Vitamin C

$499
EA.

LITTLE DEBBIE 
SNACKS

10.6-16.20 Oz. Oatmeal Creme Pies, Honey Buns, 
Cosmic Brownies, Nutty Buddy or Swiss Rolls

2for
$5

MILLER 
HIGH LIFE

12 Pk.
Cans or Bottles

$1199
EA.

BUSCH 
LIGHT

18 Pk.
Cans

$1499
EA.

BOTA BOX 
WINE

3 Liter Box

$1999
EA.

BLUE BELL 
ICE CREAM

Half  Gallon
Selected Varieties

$699
EA.

LIBERTY 
CREEK WINE

1.5 Liters

$899
EA.

TOP ROUND 
ROAST

Beef
Boneless

$649
LB.

BAR S SMOKED 
SAUSAGE

2.5 Lb. 
Selected Varieties

$499
EA.

YOO-HOO 
CHOCOLATE DRINK

12 Pk.
11 Oz. Cans

$699
EA.

BOUNTY 
ESSENTIALS

6 Double Rolls 
Paper Towels

$799
EA.

CRAV'N FLAVOR 
NOVELTIES

12 Pk. Fudge or Ice Cream Bars or 12 Ct. 
Vanilla Chocolate Swirl Ice Cream Cups

$399
EA.

LEWIS BAKE SHOP 
1/2 LOAF BREAD
12 Oz. Hawaiian 

or Soft White

2for
$4

MINUTE MAID 
ORANGE JUICE

59 Oz. 
Selected Varieties 

$399
EA.

BEEFSTEAK
TOMATOES

Hothouse 
Grown

$179
LB.

T-BONE
STEAK

Beef
Family Pack 

$1299
LB.

BAR S BOLOGNA 
OR RED FRANKS

12 Oz. Regular or Thick or 12 Oz. 
Regular or Classic Bun Length Franks

5for
$5

FOOD CLUB 
JUMBO BISCUITS

8 Ct., 16 Oz. 
Selected Varieties 

2for
$5

DOLE 
SALADS

Bag Spring Mix, Baby 
Spinach or 50/50 Mix

$299
EA.

PEPSI, DR PEPPER,
MOUNTAIN DEW OR STARRY 

6 Pk. 
.5 Liter Bottles

3for
$12

Deli & Bakery Specials                                    Hanceville Location

J. SKINNER
DANISH

Apple, Blueberry, Strawberry or 
Cream Cheese 14 Oz. 

$459
EA.

MAMA TURNEY 
CHOCOLATE PIE

or Chess or Pecan
20 Oz.

$1099
EA.

CHARTER RESERVE
COLBY JACK
or Pepper Jack

Deli Sliced

$689
LB.

CHARTER RESERVE
DELI SLICED HAM

Virginia, Black Forest, Ham Off  
The Bone or Honey Sweet Baked

$849
LB.

TIDE SIMPLY 
DETERGENT
105-117 Oz. Liquid
Selected Varieties

$999
EA.

FRENCH 
BREAD

Hot Baked 
Loaf

$199
EA.

FRIED CHICKEN OR 
CHICKEN TENDERS
Fresh 8 Piece Bone-In

or 8 Piece Tenders

$899
EA.
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PREP BASKETBALL
Sub-Regional round scores - Feb 13-14

LUCAS GRAY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman Electric Cooperative launches Community 
Cupboards in celebration of 90 years of service

CULLMAN, Ala. — As part 
of its 90th anniversary cel-
ebration, Cullman Electric 
Cooperative has announced 
the launch of its Community 
Cupboards, a new initiative 
designed to support mem-
bers and strengthen the 
spirit of neighbor helping 
neighbor that has defined 
the cooperative for nine de-
cades.
	 Community Cupboards 
are free little pantries lo-
cated at the cooperative’s 
Cullman and Addison offic-
es. Built on the simple idea 
of “take what you need, give 
if you can,” the cupboards 
provide immediate access 
to food and essential house-
hold items for individuals 
and families facing food 
insecurity with no forms, 
qualifications or questions 
asked.
	 “For 90 years, we’ve 
worked to improve quality of 
life for the communities we 
serve,” said Lindsey Dossey, 
manager of communica-
tions. “These Community 
Cupboards are not meant 
to replace local food banks. 
They simply provide an ad-
ditional resource for fami-
lies who are having a tough 
time or are between assis-
tance periods. It’s a mean-
ingful way for us to celebrate 
90 years of service by giving 
back directly to our neigh-

bors.”

The Community Cup-
boards are available 24/7 
at:

Cullman (main office)
1749 Eva Road NE
Cullman, AL 35055

Addison office
31132 U.S. Highway 278
Addison, AL 35540

Anyone may take what they 
need, and those who are able 
are encouraged to donate 
shelf-stable foods, hygiene 
items, paper goods and baby 
supplies by placing them 
directly in the cupboards at 
either location.
	 For more information 
and a full list of recommend-
ed donation items, visit 
www.cullmanec.com/com-
munity-cupboard.

Staff Reports
Contributor

CULLMAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

As part of its 90th anniversary celebration, Cullman Electric 
Cooperative has announced the launch of its Community 
Cupboards, a new initiative designed to support members 
and strengthen the spirit of neighbor helping neighbor 
that has defined the cooperative for nine decades.

MIKE WITCHER / THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

MIKE WITCHER / THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

MIKE WITCHER / THE CULLMAN TRIBUNEMIKE WITCHER / THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

MIKE WITCHER / THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

MIKE WITCHER / THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman Diabetes Center
Are you ready to take control of your own

diabetes, but feeling overwhelmed with

where to begin? Let us help you! 

Are you ready to take control of your own
diabetes, but feeling overwhelmed with

where to begin? Let us help you! 

Our ADA accredited center offers Diabetes
Self-Management Education & Support

(DSMES) services consisting of a
comprehensive program designed to help
YOU gain the knowledge, skills, & support

YOU need to effectively manage YOUR
diabetes! We are ready to guide you every

step of the way! 

Now seeing patients at 1890 US Hwy 157

Suite 300 Cullman, Alabama 
Now seeing patients at 1890 US Hwy 157

Suite 300 Cullman, Alabama 

256-737-8038256-737-8038

BRANDON EVANS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Addison’s 2025 state championship-winning volleyball team

Mardis Gras (from Front)
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City of Cullman  
Planning Commission  

 
 On Tuesday March 3, 2026, at Cullman City Hall Auditorium at 5:30 P.M, at the regular 
meeting of the City of Cullman Planning Commission, a public hearing will be held to allow 
affected parties to voice their concerns related to the following items: 
 
 
 

1.    Short form subdivision at 1351 Goehler Road SE & 1403 Goehler Road SE – create 4  
   lots  

   
2.    Short form subdivision on Catoma Lane NE / Convent Road NE – create 4 lots     

 
3.    Request to vacate alley / surplus property at 309 13th Street NE  

 
 
 
 

For further information contact Brian Landreth or Amber Duke at the City of Cullman 
Building Department at 256-775-7203.  

 

 

 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 

NOTICE is hereby given that a bill substantially as follows will be introduced in 
the 2026 Regular Session of the Legislature of Alabama and application for its 
passage and enactment will be made: 

DRAFT DOCUMENT: NOT OFFICIAL LEGISLATION 
«Document» «Date» «Analyst's» («Legal/Fiscal»)«Typist's» 
«Project» 
 

Page 1 

 

 

 

A BILL 

TO BE ENTITLED 

AN ACT 

 

 

Relating to Cullman County; to amend Section 45-22-70.01, 

Code of Alabama 1975; to further provide for when meetings of 

the county commission shall be held; and to make conforming 

changes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA: 

Section 1. Section 45-22-70.01, Code of Alabama 1975, is 

amended to read as follows: 

"§45-22-70.01 

(a) Effective for the term of the Associate Commissioners 

of the Cullman County Commission commencing in November 2022, 

the Cullman County Commission shall be composed of a chair and 

four associate commissioners who shall be nominated and elected 

by the qualified electors of the county  at-large. 

(b) One associate commissioner shall be elected for each 

district defined in this subsection and each associate 

commissioner shall be a resident and elector of the district 

that the member represents. The districts of the county 

commission shall be designated Commission District One; 

Commission District Two; Commission District Three; and 

Commission District Four. In order to stagger the terms of the 
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associate commissioners, the associate commissioner initially 

elected from Commission District Three and Commission District 

Four shall be elected for an initial term of two years and the 

associate commissioners elected from Commission District One and 

Commission District Two shall be elected for a term of four 

years. Thereafter, successors shall be elected for terms of four 

years. The associate county commissioners shall serve on a part-

time basis. 

(c) The Chair of the Cullman County Commission shall 

continue to be a resident and elector from anywhere in the 

county and shall serve on a full-time basis. The chair of the 

county commission shall serve a four-year term. 

(d) The powers, duties, terms, and manner of election for 

the members of the county commission shall be the same as now 

provided by law, except as provided otherwise in this section. 

The chair of the county commission may not vote except in the 

case of a tie vote of the associate commissioners. 

(e) The county commission shall establish and 

holdmeetings as required by Section 11-3-8, and shall post and 

publish the days, times, and places of their meetings. The 

commission, by resolution, may alter the regular meeting days as 

necessary, and may schedule a special meeting when determined 

necessary in writing by a majority of the members of the 

commission or, in case of an emergency, at the call of the 

chair." 

Section 2. This act shall become effective on October 1, 

2026. 
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Notice is hereby given that (Burks Building, Inc.) whose office address and phone number 
are as follows:( 309 3rd Ave SW, Cullman, AL 35055; 256-338-8264), has completed all work 
on the Berlin Farmers Market. All persons having any claim for labor, materials, or 
otherwise in connection with this project should immediately notify the above-named 
Contractor and the Owner's Engineer (St. John & Associates, Inc., 256-734-2114). 
 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 

Default having been made in the payment of the indebtedness secured by that certain 
mortgages executed by J. G. BENNEFIELD, A MARRIED MAN and FRANCES 
BENNEFIELD, A MARIED WOMAN to Traditions Bank, as follows: Mortgage securing 
the property described below, said Mortgage executed dated July 1, 2010, and recorded on 
August 2, 2010, in Mortgage Book 1630 Page 197 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of 
Cullman County, Alabama, the undersigned Traditions Bank, as mortgagee, under and by 
virtue of the power of sale contained in said mortgages, will sell at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash, in front of the main entrance of the Courthouse in Cullman, 
Alabama, on the 25th day of February, 2026, between the legal hours of sale, the following 
described real estate situated in Cullman County, Alabama, to-wit: 

The W ½ of the SE 1/4 of the SW 1/4 of Section 15, Township 11 South, Range 2 west, 
containing 20 acres, more or less 

Property address: 278 County Road 545, Hanceville, AL 35077 

This sale is made for the purpose of paying the indebtedness secured by said mortgage, as 
well as the expenses of foreclosure. 

TRADITIONS BANK 
Mortgagee 
Steven C. Smith 
SMITH & SMITH, LLP 
P. O. Box 398 
Cullman, AL 35056-0398 
Telephone: (256) 734-4721 
Fax: (256) 734-4774 
steve@smithandsmithllp.com 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

There will be a public hearing before the Cullman County Commission, Cullman County  

Commission Office, Cullman County Courthouse, Cullman, Alabama, February 19, 2026, at  

4:00 p.m. to receive comment on closing a portion of County Road 1465, more particularly  

described as the following: 

All portions of County Road 1465 crossing the property owned by Brock Miracle Egg LLC or Sheila 
Brock. 

Which abutting property owners wish to vacate and abandon. 

 

Cullman County Commission 

Jeff Clemons, Chairman 

Sonder, defined by the 
Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary, is “the 
awareness that other 

people all have their own 
complex set of feelings and 
experiences.” 
	 As a child I had this over-
whelming sadness when I 
saw pictures of my grandpar-
ents when they were younger. 
It was odd to think of them so 

Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

I used to be so scared 
to talk to people that 
I would have to avoid 
eye contact. If I were 

in a situation where being 
social was required I would 
shake and become so over-
whelmed that I couldn’t open 
my mouth. It felt as if my jaw 
were wired shut after clench-
ing it so tightly to prevent my 
teeth from chattering. 
	 This made high school 
feel like prison. Presenta-
tions in front of the class and 
reading out loud seemed to be 
humiliation rituals. One day 
in class we had been reading 
an epic poem and, of course, I 
got called on to read. I had an 
anxiety attack in the school 
bathroom that morning and 
hadn’t calmed down since. 
	 “Can you please pick 
someone else?” I asked my 
teacher. 
	 She showed me grace and 
picked someone else. Though 
not without assuring me that 
I would be reading next time. 
	 Did I get called on to read 
in her next class? Yes. Was I 
still anxious? Absolutely. Did 
I turn into an anamorphous 
blob? No. It sucked, nonethe-
less, but I did it. I stuttered, 
my throat felt like it was 
swelling, but I did it. It was 
at this point I knew I had to 
stop listening to the voice in 

Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

Safety (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — As tem-
peratures rise and more mo-
torcycles return to Alabama 
roadways, local and state 
officials are reminding the 
public that motorcycle safety 
depends on awareness from 
everyone who uses the road.
	 Recent crashes in Cull-
man County, combined with 
statewide fatality data, un-
derscore how vulnerable 
riders remain in traffic.

Local crashes highlight on-
going risks
Earlier this month, a mo-
torcyclist was killed in a col-
lision with a semi-truck at 
the intersection of Alabama 
Highway 157 and Childhaven 
Road. The Cullman Police 
Department’s Traffic Homi-
cide Unit is investigating the 
crash.
	 Incidents like that are 
not isolated. Past reporting 
by The Cullman Tribune has 
documented multiple mo-
torcycle collisions in recent 
years, including fatal crashes 
involving passenger vehicles 
and larger trucks.
	 State data reflects the 
danger. According to the Al-
abama Department of Trans-
portation’s published crash 
statistics, 92 motorcyclists 

were killed on Alabama road-
ways in 2023. Those deaths 
accounted for nearly one out 
of every 10 traffic fatalities 
statewide that year.
	 Safety officials say those 
numbers illustrate a continu-
ing need for both rider prepa-
ration and driver awareness.

Guidance for motorcycle 
riders
The Alabama Law Enforce-
ment Agency’s Share the 
Road campaign encourages 
riders to take proactive steps 
before and during every trip.
	 ALEA advises riders to 
wear helmets that meet fed-
eral safety standards and to 
choose protective gear that 
improves visibility, partic-
ularly bright or reflective 
clothing. 
	 The agency also empha-
sizes using headlights at 
all times, signaling clearly 
before lane changes or turns 
and conducting routine 
maintenance checks before 
riding.
	 Pre-ride inspections, 
including checking tire pres-
sure, brake responsiveness 
and lighting systems, can 
reduce the risk of mechani-
cal failure while traveling at 
highway speeds.
	 Local first responders 
echo that message.
	 Cullman Fire Rescue 

Chief Darren Peeples pre-
viously told The Cullman 
Tribune that riders at all ex-
perience levels benefit from 
refresher courses and contin-
ued skills training.
	 “Safety courses are vital 
for riders of any level,” Pee-
ples said.
	 He has also stressed the 
importance of scanning for 
roadway hazards such as 
gravel, uneven pavement or 
wet surfaces that can quickly 
destabilize a motorcycle.

Advice for drivers of cars 
and trucks
While riders face direct ex-
posure during a crash, offi-
cials say many motorcycle 
collisions stem from visibility 
failures by drivers of larger 
vehicles.
	 According to ALEA 
safety guidance, motorists 
should take extra care when 
approaching intersections, 
merging or changing lanes. 
Motorcycles can be more 
difficult to detect due to their 
size and profile.
	 Drivers are encouraged to 
check mirrors carefully, look 
over their shoulders to clear 
blind spots and allow mo-
torcycles the full width of a 
traffic lane. Leaving addition-
al following distance gives 
riders more space to react to 
sudden changes in traffic.

	 Law enforcement agen-
cies consistently remind mo-
torists that motorcycles may 
appear farther away than 
they actually are, which can 
lead to misjudging speed or 
distance during turns.

Grass clippings and debris 
pose hidden hazards
Safety concerns extend 
beyond moving vehicles.
	 The Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office has issued 
safety reminders in the past 
regarding grass clippings and 
yard debris left on roadways. 
	 While it may seem minor, 
loose grass on pavement 
can create slick conditions, 

particularly for motorcycles 
whose tires have far less con-
tact with the road than pas-
senger vehicles.
	 Even a thin layer of clip-
pings can reduce traction 
during braking or cornering.
	 Officials advise home-
owners and landscaping 
crews to avoid blowing debris 
into streets and to sweep or 
remove any material that 
reaches the roadway. Keeping 
pavement clear helps prevent 
preventable crashes.

A shared responsibility
Motorcycle safety requires 
participation from riders, 
drivers and residents alike.

	 Riders must wear appro-
priate protective equipment 
and maintain their machines. 
Drivers must remain atten-
tive and account for smaller 
vehicles in traffic. Property 
owners must consider how 
their yard work affects road-
way conditions.
	 With local crashes serv-
ing as painful reminders and 
state statistics reinforcing 
the risk, officials continue to 
urge Cullman County resi-
dents to slow down, stay alert 
and share the road.
	 Because for motorcy-
clists, small mistakes by 
others can carry life-altering 
consequences.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Holiday (from Front)
Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com
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Obituary Announcements: Feb. 14-16
Neley Romilda Roberts, 
81
It is with profound 
sadness that we announce 
the passing of our beloved 
Mother, Millie Roberts, 
age 81, of Cullman 
Alabama. The Lord, Our 
god, unexpectedly called 
her home on Feb. 13, 
2026, at 7:16 a.m. Those 

of us left behind are just 
devastated. Millie was 
born on Aug. 11, 1944. She 
was a devoted and faithful 
member of Mission 
Grove Baptist Church. 
Her life was marked 
by her unwavering 
faith, generous spirit, 
and commitment to 
her church and family. 

She found great joy in 
gardening, cooking, 
sewing, and spending time 
with her loved ones. Millie 
was known for her warm 
heart and welcoming 
nature, she never met 
a stranger and brought 
light and kindness into 
every room she entered. 
She is proceeded in death, 

by her mother and father, 
Christine and Lloyd 
Corbin, her brothers, 
John, Jeston, and Junior 
Corbin, son (in-law) Lee 
Hailes. Millie is survived 
by her husband of 64 
years, Ray Roberts, her 
children, Regina Hailes 
(Lee), Lynn Hood (Billy), 
Darrell Roberts (Joanne); 

her grandchildren, 
Nathan, Shailyn, Daniel, 
Kaylee, Nicholas, Jeff, 
Cory, Blake; nine great- 
grandchildren; and 
numerous nieces and 
nephews. She is also 
survived by her brother 
Warren Corbin (Diane), 
and her sister Gay Riddle 
(James). A Celebration of 

Life service will be held at 
2 p.m. on March 8, 2026, 
at Mission Grove Baptist 
Church, located on 
Shaffer Road in Cullman, 
Alabama. Family and 
friends are invited 
to attend and share 
memories as they honor 
and celebrate Millie’s life 
and legacy.

FREE OBITUARY LISTINGS
HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US

Email: obits@cullmantribune.com
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Hanceville 
Funeral Home 

	

100 Michelle Street Northwest, 
Hanceville, Alabama 35077 

   ((225566))  335522--33113300  
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City of Cullman  
Planning Commission  

 
 On Tuesday March 3, 2026, at Cullman City Hall Auditorium at 5:30 P.M, at the regular 
meeting of the City of Cullman Planning Commission, a public hearing will be held to allow 
affected parties to voice their concerns related to the following items: 
 
 
 

1.    Short form subdivision at 1351 Goehler Road SE & 1403 Goehler Road SE – create 4  
   lots  

   
2.    Short form subdivision on Catoma Lane NE / Convent Road NE – create 4 lots     

 
3.    Request to vacate alley / surplus property at 309 13th Street NE  

 
 
 
 

For further information contact Brian Landreth or Amber Duke at the City of Cullman 
Building Department at 256-775-7203.  

 

 

 

Sonder, defined by the 
Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary, is “the 
awareness that other 

people all have their own 
complex set of feelings and 
experiences.” 
	 As a child I had this over-
whelming sadness when I 
saw pictures of my grandpar-
ents when they were younger. 
It was odd to think of them so 

little and carefree. When they 
laughed I could see those 
faded smiles in those photo-
graphs. I would think of how 
much they had been through, 
but this picture of them as 
children kept them frozen in 
time when they were safe. 
	 I had the same feeling 
when I was tasked to write 
about what I would say to my 
younger self if I could go back 
in time and see her for five 
minutes. Or when I listened 
to “Landslide” by Fleetwood 

Mac, as a mother, in compari-
son to when I was a teenager. 
The line, “I’m getting older, 
too” is getting a little heavy! 
	 How often do we get angry 
at slow or fast drivers? We 
have all been there. Why do 
we feel the need to be angry at 
someone we don’t know? Cir-
cumstances we don’t under-
stand? They want to make it 
home as much as you do. That 
person is someone’s friend, 
sibling, loved one, parent or 
child. 

	 I had a teacher give a sce-
nario to our class to see our 
initial reaction. He asked how 
we would feel if, while driv-
ing, someone sped up behind 
us and then passed us. Most 
of the class replied that they 
would think they’re rude.
	 He then elaborated on 
the scenario saying that the 
husband was rushing his wife 
to the hospital as she was in 
labor.
	 The class then said some-
thing along the lines of that 

being understandable. 
	 He then asked how we 
would feel if we were late to 
school and someone in front 
of us was driving way under 
the speed limit?
	 Of course, most of the 
class admitted they wouldn't 
be thrilled. And after he sug-
gested that, perhaps, it was 
one of our grandparents or 
someone experiencing an 
emergency, we all changed 
our perspective. 
	 Why is our initial reaction 

usually the selfish one? We 
are all getting older. We were 
all children once, and in ways 
we still are and will always be. 
This is everyone’s first time 
being alive, and I think we 
forget that.
	 We are so quick to pass 
judgement or to get angry at 
one another. When we are 
struck by a sense of sonder, 
we tend to slow down. The 
anger is quick to pass, be-
cause how can you be mad at 
someone for doing as we do. 

OP-ED
Sonder
Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

I used to be so scared 
to talk to people that 
I would have to avoid 
eye contact. If I were 

in a situation where being 
social was required I would 
shake and become so over-
whelmed that I couldn’t open 
my mouth. It felt as if my jaw 
were wired shut after clench-
ing it so tightly to prevent my 
teeth from chattering. 
	 This made high school 
feel like prison. Presenta-
tions in front of the class and 
reading out loud seemed to be 
humiliation rituals. One day 
in class we had been reading 
an epic poem and, of course, I 
got called on to read. I had an 
anxiety attack in the school 
bathroom that morning and 
hadn’t calmed down since. 
	 “Can you please pick 
someone else?” I asked my 
teacher. 
	 She showed me grace and 
picked someone else. Though 
not without assuring me that 
I would be reading next time. 
	 Did I get called on to read 
in her next class? Yes. Was I 
still anxious? Absolutely. Did 
I turn into an anamorphous 
blob? No. It sucked, nonethe-
less, but I did it. I stuttered, 
my throat felt like it was 
swelling, but I did it. It was 
at this point I knew I had to 
stop listening to the voice in 

my head telling me that being 
quiet and shy was a weakness. 
	 I had read “The Lovely 
Bones” by Alice Sebold twice 
before, but decided to read it 
again. There was a quote from 
the book that stayed with me 
this time around.
	 “She wasn't much of a 
talker when there was noth-
ing to say.”
	 The character spoke of 
this woman with such praise 
that I was taken back. Her 
quiet demeanor and disre-
gard for conversation seemed 
almost poetic, not shameful. 
It changed my perspective on 
being quiet and soft spoken. 
	 As I got older, and out of 
high school, talking became 
easier. I still have moments 
when I’m around large num-
bers of people and want to be 
nonverbal.
	 Though I now have rou-
tines and ways to calm myself 
down. I also have a great 
support system that respects 
that I don’t want to talk all 
the time. They are OK with 
my silence and they’re also 
just fine when I want to talk 
nonstop. 
	 It has been a learning 
process, but it didn’t happen 
overnight. I used exposure 
therapy to gradually manifest 
calmer outcomes. For exam-
ple, I took many grocery trips 
to Walmart. Yes, Walmart. 
For someone with a heavi-
ly introverted and anxious 

personality, Walmart was 
awful. So in my teenage years 
I would plan out grocery lists, 
plan an optimal route and go 
suffer! No one really enjoys 
going to Walmart, of course, 
but it got easier. I didn’t shake 
as much and was able to just 
go without planning out my 
every move. Nowadays I 
can go and hate it a normal 
amount!
	 I also had overwhelm-
ing, dreadful anxiety when 
it came to events. I would 
have bursts of adrenaline 

just thinking of it and get so 
nervous I wouldn’t even talk 
about them.
	 To help myself feel more 
comfortable I would think of 
the worst-case scenario be-
forehand. Not like imagining 
the roof caving in or anything, 
but bad overhead lighting or 
something. You can laugh; it 
is silly, but it helped. If I had 
an interview I would picture 
a white concrete room with 
very bright office lights and 
imagine that it would be 
alarmingly quiet. Then when 

I showed up and it wasn’t an 
absolute nightmare – I felt 
better. 
	 Now I don’t recommend 
being a pessimistic fud-
dy-duddy. This was just my 
spin on the whole, “picture 
everyone naked” thing. I 
didn’t want to do that; I only 
wanted to not hyperventilate 
thinking I was breathing too 
loud. 
	 Another thing that 
helped me was my faith. I was 
reading the Bible one day and 
came across Exodus 4:10-12.  

Moses tells God that he fum-
bles over his words and can’t 
relay a message. God assures 
him and says that He put 
Moses’ tongue in his mouth. 
He made Moses as he was 
and has made me exactly as I 
am. 
	 Now when I stutter or 
mix up words I laugh instead 
of cowering and apologizing. 
If I’m anxious, I let someone 
know and step away until I’m 
feeling better. I’m not cured, 
but I know who I am and am 
proud of it.

OP-ED:

To those who are anxious to speak
Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

CHASADY WOODS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The sky in Spring Hill

Safety (from Front)

Holiday (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Alabama 
will hold its annual Severe 
Weather Preparedness Sales 
Tax Holiday from Friday, 
Feb. 20, through Sunday, Feb. 
22, 2026, giving shoppers 
the opportunity to purchase 
qualifying emergency pre-
paredness supplies without 
paying the state’s 4% sales 
tax. Most cities and counties 
across Alabama also opt in to 
remove local sales taxes, fur-
ther increasing savings for 
consumers. All municipali-
ties in Cullman County that 
levy sales tax have opted in. 
	 The tax holiday begins at 

12:01 a.m. Friday and runs 
through midnight Sunday. 
	 During that time, qualify-
ing items may be purchased 
free of state and local sales 
tax, allowing families to 
prepare for severe weather 
while reducing out-of-pock-
et costs. 
	 According to the Alabama 
Department of Revenue, the 
annual sales tax holiday is 
intended to help residents 
stock up on emergency sup-
plies ahead of severe weather 
events by temporarily re-
moving state and local sales 
tax on eligible items.

Eligible items, $94 
or less per item

Qualifying items exempt 
from state and local sales 
tax include:
•	 AAA, AA, C, D, 6-volt and 
9-volt batteries
•	 Cellular phone batteries 
and chargers
•	 Portable self-powered 
or battery-powered radios, 
including two-way radios, 
weatherband radios and 
NOAA weather radios
•	 Portable self-powered 
light sources, including bat-
tery-powered flashlights, 
lanterns and emergency 
glow sticks
•	 Tarpaulins
•	 Plastic sheeting and plas-
tic drop cloths
•	 Other flexible, water-

proof sheeting
•	 Ground anchor systems, 
such as bungee cords, rope or 
tie-down kits
•	 Duct tape
•	 Plywood, window film or 
other materials designed to 
protect window coverings
•	 Nonelectric food storage 
coolers or water storage con-
tainers
•	 Nonelectric can openers
•	 Artificial ice, blue ice, ice 
packs and reusable ice
•	 Self-contained first aid 
kits
•	 Fire extinguishers
•	 Smoke detectors
•	 Carbon monoxide detec-
tors
•	 Gas or diesel fuel tanks or 

containers
Noneligible items
Items not included in the 
sales tax exemption include:
•	 Coin batteries
•	 Automobile and boat bat-
teries

Generators
A single purchase of a por-
table generator and related 
power cords priced at $1,564 
or less qualifies for the state 
and local sales tax exemption 
when used to provide light or 
communications or to pre-
serve food during a power 
outage.
	 In prior years, exemption 
limits were capped at $60 for 
supplies and $1,000 for gen-

erators.

“By updating these exemp-
tion limits to better reflect 
today’s costs, lawmakers 
ensured that this sales tax 
holiday continues to provide 
meaningful savings for Ala-
bama families,” said Alabama 
Retail Association President 
Rick Brown.
	 “These changes help con-
sumers purchase the items 
they need while also sup-
porting Alabama retailers in 
their local communities. A 
true win-win.”
	 To learn more, visit www.
alabamaretail.org/resourc-
e s /s a l e s t a x h o l i d a y s /s e -
vere-weather-preparedness. 

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com
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*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

ALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALER

New 2026 GMC

Sierra 1500 S�T

New 2026 GMC
Sierra 1500 SLT

5.3L EcoTec3 V8 Engine

18" Six-Spoke Machined

Aluminum Wheels

X31 Off-Road Package

Remote Entry/Remote Start

Perimeter Lighting

5.3L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
18" Six-Spoke Machined
Aluminum Wheels
X31 Off-Road Package
Remote Entry/Remote Start
Perimeter Lighting

WAS $67,675
NOW $53,175

SAVE $14,500

STK# 68334STK# 68334

 2026 GMC Sierra

1500 Denali Ultimate

 2026 GMC Sierra
1500 Denali Ultimate

6.2L EcoTec3 V8 Engine

Super Cruise

Hitch Guidance/Hitch View

Front & Rear Park Assist

MultiPro Tailgate �icker Audio

System

6.2L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
Super Cruise
Hitch Guidance/Hitch View
Front & Rear Park Assist
MultiPro Tailgate Kicker Audio
System

WAS $87,390
NOW $72,890

SAVE $14,500 

STK# 60��0STK# 60270

2026 Buick Encore

G
 Sport Touring

2026 Buick Encore
GX Sport Touring

Panoramic Power Moonroof

1.3L EcoTec Turbo Engine

Power Liftgate

Heated Steering Wheel

Remote �eyless Entry

Panoramic Power Moonroof
1.3L EcoTec Turbo Engine
Power Liftgate
Heated Steering Wheel
Remote Keyless Entry

WAS $32,275
NOW $25,025

SAVE $7,250

STK# 05904STK# 05904

TPMS
SENSORS

PRICES SLASHED!

$40
INSTALLE

D

30% OFF 30% OFF 

NO SIZE RESTRICTIONS
NO SIZE RESTRICTIONS

HIGH TREAD ANDALL USED TIRES
HIGH TREAD ANDALL USED TIRESA/T AND L/T INCLUDED 

A/T AND L/T INCLUDED 
NEW EXCLUDED NEW EXCLUDED 

WE WILL PICK YOUR CAR UP AND
RETURN IT WITH YOUR NEW TIRES
INSTALLED, BONDED AND INSURED

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

. . . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

708 7�	 �� �� ��llman, AL708 7th St SW Cullman, AL
Seventh Street Baptist ChurchSeventh Street Baptist Church

REGISTER AT WWW.7THSTREETBAPTIST.COM


