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‘Never forget the 
cost of our freedom’

Library offering free Spanish classes

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
downtown branch of the 
Cullman County Public Li-
brary System is offering free 
ongoing Spanish classes for 
beginners and people of all 
ages. These classes, held 
every other Friday at 11 a.m., 
help residents explore a new 

language and culture. The 
next class will be June 5.
	 Alejandra Peña teaches 
the classes, which first took 
place at Sportsman Lake 
Park. They later moved to 
the library to provide a more 
consistent and accessible lo-
cation. 
	 Library Aide Raegan 
Lindsey said the library start-
ed the program after seeing 

more people in the commu-
nity wanted to learn Spanish. 
	 “There’s a lot of interest 
in the community, and it just 
makes it a little bit more ac-
cessible to anyone,” Lindsey 
said.      
	 The classes are set up to 
be easy for beginners and 
flexible for anyone new. Lind-
sey explained that you do not 
need any Spanish 

CULLMAN, Ala. — It’s a 
familiar sight up and down 
U.S. Highway 31 through the 
center of Cullman around this 

time of year: American flags 
flying in the breeze, planted 
proudly from south Cullman 
all the way to Vinemont. In 
all, there are more than 300 
flags out for Memorial Day, 
thanks to Cullman Veterans 

of Foreign Wars Post 2214 
	 Cullman VFW Com-
mander Brian Monk said 
the flags represent the men 
and women who fought for 
our freedom and this great 
nation that we live in today. 

This year, there are also small 
white crosses bearing the 
names of Cullman County 
servicemembers who died in 
military service. The cross-
es are normally placed on 
the lawn near Ed 

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com

U.S flags, along with crosses bearing the names of Cullman County servicemembers who died in 
military service, are seen down U.S. Highway 31 in Cullman on Saturday, May 23, 2026.
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Smith Lake Park 
holds annual 
Memorial Day Festival

CHASADY WOODS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Kimberly Spicher and Ezra 
Anderson with Unique by 
Design at the Smith Lake 
Park Memorial 
Day Festival » PAGE 4
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Alejandra Peña teaches a Spanish class at 
the downtown Cullman library.

North Alabama 
Agriplex has 
classes for all ages
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Mother’s Day at the North 
Alabama Agriplex » PAGE 7

Anytime Fitness Cullman 
offering summer 
performance camp for 
students » PAGE 2

Tin Can Tourists 
coming to JG’s Campen 
Life RV Campground 
June 13 » PAGE 3

Explore used book 
sales at the downtown 
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Anytime Fitness Cullman offering 
summer performance camp for students

CULLMAN, Ala. — Anytime 
Fitness Cullman is offering 
a four-week summer perfor-
mance camp for middle and 
high school students starting 
June 15. The camp is de-
signed to help young athletes 
stay active during the off-sea-
son and build confidence, 
discipline and healthy habits. 
The camp runs until July 13 
and meets three times a week 
on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. Middle school 
students (Level 1) meet from 
1-2 p.m., and high school stu-
dents (Level 2) meet from 
2:30-3:30 p.m.
	 Co-owner John David 
Davis III explained that the 
camp was created because 
the gym wants to get more 
involved with local youth 
sports and give back to the 
community that has support-
ed them for over 10 years. 
	 “We’ve really been trying 
to get more involved with 
youth sports,” Davis said. 
“Ultimately, it’s just a way 
for us to kind of give back to 
the community that’s been 
really generous and kind to us 
throughout the past decade.”      
	 Coach J.D. Parrish, who 
has worked at Anytime Fit-
ness for about three years 

and has experience in local 
athletics, will lead the pro-
gram. Davis said Parrish is 
passionate about helping 
young athletes grow both 
physically and mentally. The 
camp is designed to help stu-
dents maintain conditioning 
during the summer months 
while also teaching them 
proper exercise techniques, 
recovery and the purpose 
behind different workouts. 
	 “A lot of students during 
the summertime really fall 
off,” Davis said. “The goal is 
to fill that void, help them 
remain active in the offsea-
son, but also teach them the 
importance of recovery after 
workouts.”      
	 During the first week, the 
middle school program will 
cover basic movements and 
exercises like jumping jacks, 
lunges and body-weight 
workouts. Later weeks will 
add strength training, ath-
letic development and per-
formance challenges to help 
students gain confidence in 
the gym.
	 The high school program 
will follow a more advanced 
structure with a greater em-
phasis on strength, power and 
athletic performance. Stu-
dents will progress through 
heavier lifting, sport-specific 
movement training and per-

formance testing during the 
final week.      
	 Davis said the camp is 
about more than just athletic 
performance. It also aims to 
build confidence, discipline 
and perseverance in students. 
	 “When things are hard, 
your brain is going to tell 
you that you want to give 
up. But your brain gives up 
way before your body does. 
Learning to push through 
hard things in workouts can 
translate into real life.” 
	 The four-week program 
costs $199. Students will also 
get access to the gym during 
the camp once a parent or 
guardian signs a waiver. Any-
time Fitness will also host 
a free community workout 
before the camp starts. Fam-
ilies can try some of the ex-
ercises and learn more about 
the program. More details 
will be shared soon on the 
gym’s social media pages. 
	 Students can sign up in 
person at Anytime Fitness. 
If families cannot register in 
person, they can contact the 
gym on Facebook for other 
registration options and 
waiver details.
	 Anytime Fitness is locat-
ed at 1845 Patriot Way SW, 
Cullman. Find it on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/Any-
timeFitnessCullman. 

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com
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DAY IN THE LIFE

Unsheltered International

This feature originally ran 
in our May-July Community 

Matters magazine. 

Unsheltered In-
ternational is a 
nonprofit organi-
zation that offers 

help and hope to the un-
sheltered in our community. 
President and Executive Di-
rector Travis Sharpe said the 
nonprofit helps many people.
	 A day in the life at Unshel-
tered International can be 
different, well, daily. Workers 
maintain the tiny home vil-
lage, participate in street out-
reach and more. Sharpe said 
he usually begins his days in 
the Unsheltered Internation-
al Ministry Center.  
	 The Ministry Center is 
a sanctuary through which 
the nonprofit provides cloth-
ing, hygiene products, food 
and encouragement. There, 
Sharpe and his Assistant and 
Chief Financial Officer Tara 
Philyaw tackle many chal-
lenges and successes. Philyaw 
oversees day-to-day finances 
and administration aspects of 
the business side of the min-
istry. 
	 The Ministry Center is 
typically where the entry 
process for housing begins. 
Sharpe said the process en-
sures the program is a proper 
fit for individuals. 
	 “We truly want them to 
stay with us for as long as 
they will, he said. “The entry 
process gives them time to 
decide if they want to commit 
for one to three years.” 
	 Sharpe explained the 
three phases of the unshel-
tered center. Phase one is the 
shortest, with a minimum 
stay of three months, that 
prioritizes stabilization and 
ministry. There are disci-
pleship courses and relapse 
prevention courses offered 
that allow participants to feel 
stable. This is an important 
period because it allows them 
to feel safe and secure. 
	 “One thing that’s common 
with people who suffer on the 
streets, or just go through 
homelessness, is that it’s trau-
matic. They go into survival 
mode – which we all would. 
It takes a while to get out of 
that mind space. Phase one is 
designed to let them breathe. 
It is highly structured,” he ex-
plained. 
	 Once discipleship classes 
and things of that nature are 
completed, phase two is in-
troduced. 
	 “Phase two is where we 
try to get them employed,” 
said Sharpe. “We don’t loosen 
the accountability in phase 
two, but this is where the 
structure begins to loosen.” 
	 He reiterated that the 
goal once an individual is 
introduced into the program 
is to help them properly 
transition from the program 
successfully in one to three 
years. 
	 Sharpe clarified, “In other 
words, as they gain trust and 
as they gain, and earn, the 
ability to operate on their 
own – then the structure loos-
ens. In phase two, prayerfully, 
this is where they’re gaining 
employment and their book-
work kind of becomes more 

advanced, though it’s less 
bookwork.” 
	 Phase two can take rough-
ly 18 months. They will con-
tinuously attend church as 
well as begin with the Church 
Life Group before moving on 
to phase three. 
	 “The third phase is when 
structure begins to lighten 
up for them. They can really 
begin to function like you 
and I would on a daily basis,” 
Sharpe said. “That’s when 
we’re helping them simply 
maintain a job among every-
thing they’ve learned. Now 
they’re living here and op-
erating within our program, 
still have accountability, 
structure, but they’re able to 
live a day-to-day life like any 
normal person would live.”
	 Sharpe explained this 
is when they continue to 
give the participants time 
to work at Unsheltered and 
remain stable. This is up to a 
36-month period before they 
move out.
	 While the participants are 
working, they are charged a 
monthly program fee. Half 
of that expense is put back 
for them in an escrow ac-
count. This allows them to 
understand the importance 
of saving, but also helps them 
have money to work with 
once they’re graduated from 
the program. 
	 “If their program fee is 
$500 a month and they’re in 
the program for 36 months, 
that’s $250 a month going 
into their escrow account. 
So when they move out, they 
would have $9,000 available 
to them for the move out ex-
penses,” Sharpe elaborated. 
	 The Unsheltered Interna-
tional Ministry Center also 
has a food pantry. This is open 
on Mondays from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m., except for noon-1 p.m. 
when it’s closed for lunch. 
They accept volunteers to 
assist with preparation, 
stocking and serving. Sharpe 
said they serve an average of 
50-80 families every Monday. 
	 In 2025, Unsheltered 
served 1,395 households with 
a total of 3,516 members that 
totaled to $257,472 worth 
of goods and services to the 
community and over 5,000 
lives touched through the 
ministry. 
	 To put this into perspec-
tive, Unsheltered’s blog noted 
that In January 2024 it pro-
vided $5,759 of goods and ser-
vices. Whereas January 2026 
saw $19,210 go to goods and 
services for the community.
	 Food isn’t the only thing 
offered on Mondays. Ser-
vice to the community can 
range from meals, groceries, 
counseling and showers. Vol-
unteers assist with keeping 
these areas of use clean and 

much more.
	 The Village, as described 
by Unsheltered Internation-
al, is not just about providing 
shelter, but about transfor-
mation. This is an intentional 
and faith-based tiny home 
community that uses disci-
pleship, responsibility and 
education to assist program 
participants in achieving 
their goals and embracing 
their potential. 
	 The Village is not lim-
ited to those who just need 
a house. If someone is mis-
placed from a home and 
needs temporary assistance, 
Unsheltered International 
can operate on a case-by-case 
basis. This includes when 
pets are involved. 
	 The Village came to fru-
ition in 2020. There are cur-
rently five tiny homes, but the 
nonprofit is aiming for over 
20 to be built. They typically 
house people anywhere from 
2-3 years. 
	 Unsheltered Interna-
tional may be known to the 
community through its min-
istry and word of mouth, but 
don’t forget about its street 
outreach. Shape advised Un-
sheltered has very specific 
principles when working 
with unsheltered people. 
	 He stated, “Instead of 
process – I would use the 
word principles. We have 
very specific principles.” 
	 He said processes are 
hard to maintain since it can 
be difficult to navigate shel-
tering and earning the trust 
of unhoused individuals. “We 
let principles guide us. One 
of our biggest principles is 
mercy and compassion. How 
would we want to be treated 
if that was us?”
	 Sharpe posed the ques-
tion, “How would the Lord 
treat someone that calls us 
and reaches out for help?” 
	 He said that while it is 
good to lead by those prin-
ciples you also have to help 
people learn accountabili-
ty and more things beyond 
“band-aid help.” Unsheltered 
does offer temporary help 
and relief, of course, but the 
goal is to offer long-term 
solutions by keeping the best 
interests of the individuals in 
mind.
	 “We want to work people 
toward a solution where 
their life can be better,” said 
Sharpe.
	 When it comes to the 
bigger picture he advised, 
“The whole point of our min-
istry is to reach people with 
the gospel and make disci-
ples. If we can’t do that we’ve 
missed our mark. It’s about 
Christ.”  
	 Find out more about Un-
sheltered International at 
www.unsheltered.org. 

Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

Explore used book sales at 
the downtown library

CULLMAN, Ala. — Looking 
to purchase books but not 
spend a fortune? The Cull-
man County Public Library 
downtown has ongoing used 
book sales. These sales in-
clude everything from chil-
dren’s books to cookbooks, 
magazines and CDs. 
	 Staff said bigger sales 
usually happen during major 
local events or when the li-
brary gets a lot of donated 
items. “We love people that 
want to donate books, but 
sometimes they’re older or 
we can’t catalog them,” Li-
brary Aide Raegen Lindsey 
explained. “This just kind 
of clears up space so we can 
keep accepting donations.”      
	 Some of the bigger recent 
sales took place during com-
munity events like the Al-
abama Strawberry Festival 
and Christkindlmarkt. The 
library does not follow a set 

schedule for these sales, but 
it often shares updates about 
upcoming sales on its social 
media pages. Most items at 
the sales come from com-
munity donations. Some 
books and materials are also 
removed from the library’s 
collection because they are 
old, damaged or not checked 
out very often.
	 Shoppers will find a 
wide range of materials at 
the sales, such as children’s 
books, fiction, cookbooks, 
magazines and music CDs. 
Staff said that encyclopedias 
and old digest collections are 
usually not part of the sales. 
	 The library recently 
added CDs to the sales as staff 
prepare space for about 200 
new audiobook and book-on-
CD donations that will soon 
be available to check out.      
	 Sales revenue helps pay 
for new library materials, 
building upkeep and the 
library’s ongoing building 
fund. Lindsey said the library 

hopes the sales will not only 
raise money, but also en-
courage people to see it as a 
friendly, welcoming place for 
everyone with plenty of free 
resources. 
	 “Libraries are third 
spaces,” she said, “so we don’t 
want anybody to feel like they 
have to purchase anything to 
feel welcome.” 
	 Sale items are 50 cents, or 
shoppers can fill a bag for $3. 
Staff often help visitors fit as 
much as possible into their 
bags.
	 While there is no major 
book sale happening current-
ly, the library keeps two book 
sale racks in the computer 
lab area. These racks are re-
stocked frequently as items 
sell.
	 The downtown Cullman 
County Public Library is 
located at 200 Clark St. NE. 
Find more info at www.cull-
manlib.org or www.facebook.
com/cullmancountypublicli-
brarysystem.

Anabelle Howze
anabelle@cullmantribune.com
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Looking to purchase books but not spend a fortune? The Cullman County 
Public Library downtown has ongoing used book sales.

UNSHELTERED INTERNATIONAL

Homes in Unsheltered International’s The Village

UNSHELTERED INTERNATIONAL
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In the article titled “Cullman library system receives 
$500K in funding from state,” which ran in our May 
21 edition, our reporter wrote that CCPLS Director 

Amber Thornton said the hope was to add an au-
ditorium “with about 700 seats.” It should be have 
been “several hundred seats.” We regret the error. 

CORRECTION

The Cullman Tribune  
Cullman County's Oldest Business, Serving the area since 1874 Publication 

Number    USPS-139-700 
Telephone: 256-739-1351    Fax: 1-256-739-4422 

Humble	Roots,	LLC	
Published daily Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 219 2nd Avenue SE, Cullman, 

Alabama 35055 Entered as periodical material at the Cullman Post
Office Periodical postage paid at Cullman, Alabama 35055 

POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS CHANGE TO:	
The Cullman Tribune 

219 Second Avenue SE 
Cullman, Alabama 35055 

Email Address: office@cullmantribune.com 

ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr

CChhaassaaddyy  WWooooddss  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
LLaauurreenn  EEsstteess  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
GGaauuggee  DDaayy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

AAnnaabbeellllee  HHoowwzzee  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
LLuuccaass  GGrraayy  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr
SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  

RRhhoonnddaa  RRiicchhiiee  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

The Poetry of Recovery: 
Recovery Support Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. 
at 514 Cleveland Ave. SW 
in Cullman. Facebook/The 
Poetry of Recovery. Con-
tact Jeff at 727-542-6413 or 
John at 256-636-0612.

Cullman County Histori-
cal Society Meetings
We meet the fourth Sunday 
of the month from 2-4 p.m. 
at the Cullman County 
Museum. Each meeting fea-
tures a specific program or 
speaker. Join us!

Attention Senior Citizens
• If you are 60 or over, 
please come to the Cull-
man Senior Center at 1539 
Sportsman Lake Road NW 
and have some fun with us 
and eat lunch. Good fun, 
good friends and good food. 
Different things going on 
Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m.-noon.
• Volunteers needed to de-
liver meals to homebound. 
Call Commission on Aging 
for info. 256-734-1241.  

Cullman County Repub-
lican Women Monthly 
Meetings
Second Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Cullman VFW. President 
Cathi Bradford: “We are 
going to begin training to 
track legislation in Mont-
gomery. If you need infor-
mation, you can directly 
message me on Facebook.” 
Full meals at 5:30. Meetings 
start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 
p.m. We are located at 1503 
Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Sup-
port Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every 
month, from 10-11:30 a.m., 
at the Alabama Career 
Center, 1201 Katherine St. 
NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manager, 
at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at the old Baileyton fire sta-
tion next to the town’s park. 
Beauty and health products, 
toys, home goods, pet items, 

food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 
will allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a shop-
per can fill a large box. Some 
of the items of greater value 
will require a larger dona-
tion. There will be some 
restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. Pro-
ceeds will be used for park 
improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has 
open AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at 
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Naza-
rene, 5415 Alabama High-
way 157. CLOSED literature 
study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
the Donald E. Green Adult 
Active Center, 1625 Cleve-
land Ave. SW. The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a na-
tional program, is a hands-
on/pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly meet-
ings providing information, 
accountability, support 
and encouragement where 
you make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a world-
wide fellowship for those 
affected by someone else’s 
addiction. We offer Help 
by sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope 
by letting others know that 
they are not alone by prac-
ticing the 12 Steps of NAR-
ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our pro-
gram is not a religious one, 
but a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family Life 
Center of St. John’s Church) 

Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don 
or Nancy McKenzie 256-
736-3327 or 256-736-3470 
for more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meet-
ings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups 
are a fellowship of friends 
and family whose lives have 
been affected by alcohol-
ism. The Cullman Serenity 
Al-Anon Group meets each 
Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also 
a Zoom meeting each Tues-
day at noon. The Courage 
to Change Al-Anon Family 
Group meets on Thursdays 
at 6 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church at 305 Arnold St. 
NE in the Carriage House, 
located between the church 
and the Arnold House on 
the corner. For more infor-
mation call 256-734-2231 
or 256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, 
Cullman
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcullman@
gmail.com
• FB-Spirit Life Church 
Cullman
• Wednesday, May 27 – 7 
p.m. Children and youth 
classes.  Adult worship, 
teaching and testimonies 
in the sanctuary. Free pizza 
at 6:30. Van runs in the 5 
Points Area 5:15-5:30. Call 
Betty Hays at 256-338-3728 
for pickup. 
• Friday, May 29 – Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and 
testimonies. Hurts, habits 
and hang-ups are a part of 
everyone's life. Come and 
see how to overcome these 
and more! Dinner at 6 p.m. 
Meeting starts at 6:30. 
Childcare provided. 
• Sunday, May 31 – 8:15 a.m. 
Van runs in 5 Points Area. 
Call Betty Hays at 256-338-
3728 for pickup. Breakfast 
at 9:30. Bible study classes 
for children, youth and 
adults at 10. Praise and wor-
ship and message by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd at 11. 

Shirley Burden Public Li-
brary in Hanceville
• The library is open Tues-
day-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed from noon-1 p.m.) 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Join us on Facebook for 
weekly details or please feel 
free to call us at 256-352-
0685. Follow Facebook/
Hanceville Public Library 
for event details. 
• Wednesday, May 27, 10 
a.m. Animal Tracks and 
Habits presented by Milli 
Keel with Cullman County 
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District. What animals 
are wild and what animals 
are domesticated? Attend 
for answers and enjoy an 
animal track craft!
• Wednesday, May 27, 1-3 
p.m. Crochet class
• Friday, May 29, 6 p.m. 
Poetry night (Announce-
ment of Poetry contest 
winner!)
• Wednesday, June 3, 10 
a.m. Live SNAKES, let's re-
place fear with fascination, 
experts present an engag-
ing, hands-on show that 
brings the world of reptiles 
and exotic animals to the 
Shirley Burden Public Li-
brary
• Monday, June 1, 6 p.m. 
Culture Club meets 
• Wednesday, June 3, 1-3 
p.m. Crochet class  
• Wednesday, June 10, 10 
a.m.  Birds’ Beaks - Amazing 
Adaptations presented by 
Kerri Roberts Alabama 4-H
• Wednesday, June 10, 1-3 
p.m. Crochet class 

Guy Hunt Library 
Summer Reading Pro-
gram 
• Make plans to join us at 
Guy Hunt Library in Holly 
Pond on Tuesdays at 11 a.m. 
for the Summer Reading 
Program!
• June 2,  Mr. Larry's Magic 
Show
• June 9,  Cullman County 
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District
• June16, Movie Day- "The 
Land Before Time"
• June 23, Jessie Douglas, 
Farm Bill Biologist II
• June 30, Snead's Farm-
house  
• Drinks and snacks will 
be provided. For more in-
formation contact the Guy 
Hunt Library at 256-796-
5226, or guyhuntlibrary@
gmail.com.

Tin Can Tourists coming to JG’s 
Campen Life RV Campground June 13

CULLMAN, Ala. — A vin-
tage trailer club will roll into 
Cullman on Saturday, June 
13, from 11 a.m.- 3 p.m. at 
JG’s Campen Life RV Camp-
ground.
	 JG’s Owners Greg and 
Jenny Holmes said the Tin 
Can Tourists (TCT) vintage 
trailer and camper club has 
chosen to attend the Rock 
the Tin Can Vintage Trailer 
Show.
	 “This historic club, once 
the domain of travelers in the 
early 1920s who drove Model 
T Fords and tented along the 
sides of the southeastern 
two-lane roads, represents 
the very beginnings of our 
nation’s $35 billion recre-
ational vehicle industry,” 
Jenny Holmes said. “Now in 
its 107th year, the club will 
feature an open house for the 
public. Many types and styles 
of vintage trailers and coaches 
can be toured during this one-

day event. It’s well worth the 
drive to see these handsome 
vintage campers and meet 
the people who have lovingly 
restored them to their former 
glory. But be forewarned, visi-
tors may leave this event with 
a firm urge to start searching 
for their own piece of vintage 
camping history.”
	 JG’s Campen Life RV 
Campground celebrated its 
grand opening last October in 
Cullman. 
	 “Our property offers an 
inground pool, private bath-
house, virtual golf, kayaking, 
pickleball and pet-friendly 
spaces,” Holmes said. 
	 As they continue to grow, 
they plan to grow with their 
community by supporting 
local charities and participat-
ing in community events.
	 From www.jgscampenlife.
com: “Our campground is 
located new beautiful Lewis 
Smith Lake in Cullman, AL. 
There are 34 acres of beau-
tiful country scenery to ex-
plore during your stay. We 

provide luxury amenities to 
make your stay comfortable 
and convenient. Have space 
between other campers in 
our large RV sites with full 
hookups. For entertainment 
we offer an inground pool by 
the playground, silo pavilion 
for live music, virtual golf, 
pickleball court, ponds, and 
seasonal kayaking in Ryan’s 
Creek. 
	 “We are veteran family 
owned and operated. At JG’s 
Campen Life we welcome all 
outdoor enthusiast to our pri-
vate property to make mem-
ories and enjoy everything 
camping has to offer.”
	 JG’s is located at 2060 
County Road 438, Cullman, 
AL 35057. 
	 The Tin Can Tourists 
Open House at the Rock the 
Tin Can Vintage Trailer Show 
is open to the public on Sat-
urday, June 13, from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. There will be food ven-
dors on-site.
	 Get more info at www.jgs-
campenlife.com.

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Classes (from Front)
language experience, and 
people can join at any time 
without worrying about fall-
ing behind. 
	 During a typical class, 
attendees learn basic vocab-
ulary and practice talking 
about topics like animals, 
days of the week and seasons 

and how to write dates in 
Spanish. Lessons also include 
cultural topics or holidays 
to help everyone better un-
derstand Spanish-speaking 
cultures. Although the class-
es are mainly for beginners, 
Lindsey said people who 
already know some Spanish 

can still benefit by practicing 
conversations and learning 
more. Anyone who wants 
more advanced lessons can 
set up one-on-one sessions 
with Peña.      
	 The library said the pro-
gram has received a positive 
response, with steady at-

tendance and interest from 
people who want to learn a 
new language. 
	 “We would love to see 
it grow and get into more 
people because anybody can 
benefit from it,” Lindsey said. 
“It just opens the door for any 
age to kind of learn a new cul-

ture and a new language.” 
	 Besides learning about 
culture, Lindsey pointed 
out that studying a new lan-
guage can also help improve 
memory and thinking skills. 
Library officials hope more 
people will join the classes as 
they learn about the oppor-

tunity and find time in their 
schedules.
	 The downtown Cullman 
County Public Library is 
located at 200 Clark St. NE. 
Find more info at www.cull-
manlib.org or www.facebook.
com/cullmancountypublicli-
brarysystem. 



4 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
MAY 26, 2026

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
MAY 26, 2026COMMUNITY MATTERS

GAVE ALL
REMEMBERING THOSE WHO

COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE
WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

. . . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

MICHELIN
PRICES
SLASHED!

Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

Alabama Softball Heads to the Women’s 
College World Series for the 16th Time
UA Athletics 
Contributor

Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — For 
the 16th time in program 
history, Alabama softball will 
be heading to the Women’s 
College World Series in Okla-
homa City after the Crimson 
Tide defeated LSU, 4-1, Satur-
day in game two of the Tusca-
loosa Super Regional round.
	 Alabama’s (54-7) series 
win over LSU (40-19) marks 
its ninth Super Regional 
victory in two games, its 
first since 2021 and its sev-
enth two-game series win at 
Rhoads Stadium. The Tide is 
now 30-17 all-time in Super 
Regional play, including a 
25-6 mark at home.
	 Alabama will open play at 
the Women’s College World 
Series on Thursday, May 28 
against the winner of the 
Los Angeles Super Region-
al between UCLA and UCF. 
Games times and TV assign-
ments are TBD.
	 The Tide and the Tigers 
were scoreless through two 
innings Saturday until Kris-
ten White benefited from 
three consecutive wild pitch-
es to score all the way from 
first and give Alabama the 1-0 
lead in the top of the third. 
LSU answered right back 
with an RBI single from Tori 
Edwards in the bottom half to 
tie it up, but the lead quickly 
swung back in Alabama’s 
favor with an Alexis Pupillo 
solo home run to lead off the 
top of the fourth. Later in the 
inning with two on and two 
out, Salen Hawkins dropped 
a single into left to drive in 

both runners and make it 4-1.
	 In the bottom of the 
fourth, lightning in the area 
forced a delay of nearly two 
hours before the teams re-
sumed, only to fall into an-
other weather delay soon 
after. All told, the teams 
waited a combined four hours 
before play finally resumed 
for good. Vic Moten (21-4) 
threw 4.0 strong innings in 
the win while Jocelyn Briski 
backed her up with 3.0 shut-
out relief innings to earn her 
fourth save of the year.

From Head Coach Patrick 
Murphy
“I just want to say congrats 
to [LSU Head Coach] Beth 
[Torina]. She does a great job. 
She’s a very worthy competi-
tor. It’s just a great program, 
I’m very happy for them. It’s 
tough that somebody has to 
go home. They had a hell of 
a year. For us, you basical-
ly start on August 20th and 
you’re with these young ladies 
and the staff more than your 
own families for 10 months. 
This team has been unbeliev-
ably selfless, full of gratitude, 
competitive, hard-working, 
gritty – all the words you love 
as a coach. You don’t want to 
jinx it, because anybody can 
beat anybody, but I’m thrilled 
as can be that this group gets 
to go to the Women’s College 
World Series.”

Highlights
•	 Alabama will be making 
its 16th Women’s College 
World Series Appearance, 
opening play next Thursday, 
May 28 against the winner 

of the Los Angeles Super Re-
gional between UCLA and 
UCF
•	 The Tide has now won 
nine Super Regional series in 
two games, including seven 
series at home
•	 Alabama is 30-17 all-time 
in Super Regional play, in-
cluding a 25-6 mark at home
•	 The third inning RBI 
single by LSU is the only run 
given up by the Tide bullpen 
in 33.0 innings pitched in the 
NCAA Tournament so far
•	 Alexis Pupillo’s home run 
was her second of the week-
end and her 19th this season, 
which moves her into a three-
way tie for fifth place in Ala-
bama’s single-season home 
run records
•	 As a team, the Tide has 
97 home runs this season, 
tying the 2012 team’s output 
and putting the squad seven 
shy of tying the single season 
record of 104 set in 2010

Scoring summary
•	 T3 | Kristen White scored 
after a walk and three straight 
wild pitches (1-0, 2 Out)
•	 B3 | Tori Edwards tied the 
game with an RBI single up 
the middle (1-1, 2 Out)
•	 T4 | Alexis Pupillo led off 
the inning with a solo home 
run to center (2-1, 0 Out)
•	 T4 | Salen Hawkins drove 
in two with a single down the 
left field line (4-1, 2 Out)

Up next
Women’s College World 
Series (Oklahoma City)
•	 Thursday, May 28 vs. 
UCLA/UCF – Time and TV 
TBD

Festival (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Smith Lake Park Memori-
al Day Festival took place 
Saturday, May 23, drawing 
people from across Cull-
man County, the state and 
beyond, all gathered for a day 
of fun in the sunshine. 
	 The vendor lineup show-
cased a multitude of wares, 
ranging from hand-crafted 
items, custom tumblers, 
knives, leather sheaths and 
your choice of Cullman fash-
ion.
	 Kreative Engraving and 
Design brought a unique 
spin on jewelry with wood-
burned earrings.
	 The creations included 
popular cinematic char-
acters as well as American 

flags.
	 Elsie’s Remnants showed 
upcycled clothing such as 
jackets, split design dresses 
and T-shirts. Among these 
items were upcycled purses, 
jewelry and other intriguing 
options. 
	 Whether boating on the 

lake, swimming in the pool, 
shopping between vendor 
booths, enjoying a variety of 
food trucks or browsing the 
second annual Freedom & 
Octane Memorial Day Car 
Show, all roads led to a suc-
cessful Memorial Day at the 
festival.

CHASADY WOODS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cars on display at the second annual Freedom 
& Octane Memorial Day Car Show
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Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

5754 AL- Hwy 157 North
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4310

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

1615 Town Square S W
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4380

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  35077
256•352•6245

  Receive 
In-Store Specials, 
Announcements & 

View Our Weekly Ad!
Join our 

V.I.P. 
Text List!5754 AL- Hwy 157 N

Cullman, AL  
1615 Town Square S W

Cullman, AL  
780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  

EA.

$799

T-BONE
STEAKS  

Family Pack
U.S. Inspected

LB.

FOOD CLUB
COOKING OIL
40 Oz. Vegetable 

or Canola

2for

$5 2for

$5
5 Lb. Bag

Self-Rising

SHAWNEE BEST FLOUR 
OR CORN MEAL MIX

2for

$5
1 Lb.

SWEET & DELICIOUS 
STRAWBERRIES

$249

BONELESS
PORK CHOPS

Center Cut
Family Pack 

LB.

$499
Fresh

RED RIPE
WATERMELONS

EA.

5for

$5
5 Ct. Selected Varieties or 4 Ct. 

Crescent Rolls or 6 Oz. Cinnamon Rolls

PILLSBURY 
GRANDS! BISCUITS

$1099
57 Oz. Classic or Meat Lovers, 
Baked Ziti or Chicken Alfredo

STOUFFER'S LARGE 
FAMILY SIZE LASAGNA

EA.

Prices Effective - Wednesday, May 27 through Tuesday, June 2, 2026
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GENERAL MILLS 
CEREAL

10 Oz. Mid Size Cocoa Puffs, Cookie Crisp, Lucky Charms or Honey Nut Cheerios, 8.9 Oz. Cheerios, 10.7 Oz. Trix, 
11 Oz. Golden Grahams, 12 Oz. Original or Strawberry Cinnamon Toast Crunch or 11.5 Oz. Reese’s Puffs

2for
$6

FARM RICH 
APPETIZERS

10-22 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$10

FOOD CLUB
K-CUPS COFFEE

12 Ct. 
Selected Varieties

$399
EA.

CHEF BOYARDEE
PASTA
7-15 Oz.

Selected Varieties

4for
$5

FOOD CLUB 
PASTA
16 Oz. Box

Selected Varieties

4for
$5

STARKIST 
TUNA
5 Oz. Can

In Water or Oil

5for
$5

FOOD CLUB 
PASTA SAUCE

24 Oz. Jar
Selected Varieties

2for
$3

PIT BOSS 
PELLETS

20 Lb. Bag
Selected Varieties

$799
EA.

CHICKEN 
TENDERS

Previously
Frozen

$299
LB.

BREADED 
CHICKEN TENDERS

2 Lb.
Restaurant Quality

$549
EA.

SEEDLESS 
WHITE GRAPES

California
Grown

$299
LB.

IDAHO 
POTATOES

U.S. #1
8 Lb. Bag

$289
EA.

COUNTRY CROCK 
MARGARINE

15 Oz.
Original or Light

2for
$6

WIDE AWAKE 
CREAMER

32 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

HORMEL
COMPLEATS

7-10 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

IDAHOAN 
MASHED POTATOES

4 Oz.
Selected Varieties

4for
$5

FOOD CLUB 
TOMATOES

10-15 Oz.
Selected Varieties

5for
$5

LUCK'S PEAS
OR BEANS

15 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

5for
$5

COOK'S SHANK 
PORTION HAM

Hickory Smoked

$199
LB.

SHOULDER 
ROAST

Beef
Boneless

$599
LB.

ZEIGLER 
BOLOGNA

12 Oz. 
Regular or Thick

$299
EA.

JOHNSONVILLE 
SMOKED BRATS

12-14 Oz.
Selected Varieties

$399
EA.

SARGENTO
CHEESE 

6-8 Oz. Sliced or Shredded
Selected Varieties

2for
$6

PILLSBURY TOASTER 
STRUDEL PASTRIES

9-11 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

KELLOGG'S
POP•TARTS

12 Ct., 20-22 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

GRAPE 
TOMATOES

Pkg. Great on Salads
or for Snacking

2for
$5

BLUE BELL ICE CREAM 
SANDWICHES

12 Pk. Regular or 
16 Pk. Mini

$599
EA.

COORS LIGHT
OR MILLER LITE

15 Pk. 
Pints

$1999
EA.

BUSCH 
LIGHT

18 Pk. 
Cans

$1499
EA.

CUPCAKE
WINE
750 mL

Stills

$979
EA.

BLUE BELL 
FROZEN BARS

12 Pk. Mooo, 
Krunch or Fudge

$499
EA.

JACK DANIEL'S
COUNTRY COCKTAILS

6 Pk.
Bottles

$799
EA.

GROUND
ROUND

Fresh 85% Lean
Family Pack

$599
LB.

FRESHLAND 
SAUSAGE

1 Lb. Roll
Mild or Hot

2for
$7

CHEF BOYARDEE
SKILLET MEALS

NEW! 5 Oz. Box
Selected Varieties

4for
$5

KELLOGG'S 
CEREAL

8 Oz. Apple Jacks, Corn Pops or Froot Loops, 9 Oz. Rice Krispies, Froot Loops Marshmallow,  10 Oz. Frosted
 Krispies, 12 Oz. Cocoa Krispies, 10-12 Oz. Frosted Flakes, Original, Chocolate or Strawberry Milkshake

2for
$6

LEWIS BAKE 
SHOP BUNS

8 Ct.,15 Oz. 
Hot Dog or Burger

2for
$5

TOMBSTONE
PIZZA
19-21 Oz. 

Selected Varieties

2for
$8

GREEN 
CABBAGE

Southern
Grown

49¢
LB.

T-BONE
STEAKS

Beef
Family Pack

$1399
LB.

SMITHFIELD 
BACON

12 Oz. 
Regular or Thick

$399
EA.

GREEN GIANT 
SAUCED VEGGIES

8 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

5for
$5

YELLOW SQUASH 
OR ZUCCHINI

Fresh From
Florida

$139
LB.

Deli & Bakery Specials                                    Hanceville Location

SKINNER 
CINNAMON ROLLS

22 Oz.
Family Size

$579
EA.

CHARTER RESERVE
SMOKED GOUDA

or Havarti
Deli Sliced

$799
LB.

KENTUCKIAN GOLD 
ROAST BEEF

Deli Sliced

$1499
LB.

KENTUCKIAN GOLD 
ORIGINAL HAM

Deli Sliced

$769
LB.

WHOLE 
WINGS

Fresh Cooked Chicken
Regular or Buffalo

$399
LB.

FRIED
CHICKEN

Fresh Bone-In
16 Piece

$1599
EA.

PEPSI, MOUNTAIN DEW, 
STARRY OR DR PEPPER

6 Pk.
.5 Liter Bottles

2for
$7

FRITOS OR 
CHEETOS

6-10 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

GOLDEN FLAKE, UTZ 
OR ZAPP'S CHIPS

7-8 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

RUFFLES 
POTATO CHIPS

5.5-10.25 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

TOSTITIO'S SALSA 
OR DAIRY DIP

15-17.25 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

LIPTON
ICED TEA

12 Pk.
.5 Liter Bottles

$699
EA.

PEPSI, MOUNTAIN DEW, 
STARRY OR DR PEPPER

12 Pk.
12 Oz. Cans

$599
EA.

GATORADE
THIRST QUENCHER

28 Oz. Bottles

2for
$4
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CHARMIN OR BOUNTY
ESSENTIALS
6 Mega Rolls Bath Tissue or
4 Double Rolls Paper Towels

$500
Ea.

ARIEL POWDER
DETERGENT
70 Oz. Original or
55 Oz. w/Downy

$500
Ea.

SWIFFER 
DUSTERS KIT
1 Ct. Handle With 5 Dusters or
2 Ct. 360 Heavy Duty Duster Kit

$500
Ea.

FEBREZE FABRIC
FRESHENER
23-23.6 Oz. Spray or 2 Pk. Small Spaces 
Selected Varieties or 1 Ct. Plug In Starter Kit w/Gain

$500
Ea.

DAWN 
POWERSUDS
21.6 Oz. Liquid
Platinum Plus

$500
Ea.

GAIN FABRIC
SOFTENER
44 Oz. Liquid or 120 Ct. Dryer 
Sheets Selected Varieties

$500
Ea.

FEBREZE AIR MIST
VALUE PACK
2 Ct., 8.1 Oz. Spray
Selected Varieties

$500
Ea.

LUVS PLATINUM
PROTECTION DIAPERS
18-46 Ct. Jumbo Pack
Sizes 0-7

$500
Ea.

ALWAYS 
DISCREET
18 Ct.
Selected Varieties

$500
Ea.

MR. CLEAN
MAGIC ERASER
3 Pk. Shower & Tub
or XL Whole Home

$500
Ea.

DAWN HEAVY DUTY
POWERWASH
16 Oz. 

$500
Ea.

SWIFFER WET
OR DRY CLOTHS
12-16 Ct.
Disposable

$500
Ea.

PAMPERS
BABY WIPES
192-216 Ct., 3 Packs
Selected Varieties

$500
Ea.

BOUNCE OR 
DOWNY

DRYER SHEETS
60 Ct. Mega Pet Fresh or Wrinkle Guard or 

120 Ct. Outdoor Fresh or 120 Ct. April Fresh

$500
Ea.

GAIN 
LAUNDRY

DETERGENT
44-46 Oz. Liquid or 

16 Ct. Flings! Selected Varieties

$500
Ea.

TAMPAX 
PEARL

TAMPONS
18 Ct.

Selected Varieties

$500
Ea.

MR. CLEAN LIQUID
MULTI-SURFACE

CLEANER
41 Oz. 

Selected Varieties

$500
Ea.

Digital Offer: Spend $20 in Participating 
Products & Get $5 OFF
Must Buy 4 for $5 OFF

Limit One Transaction Per Customer

Digital Offer: Spend $20 in Participating 
Products & Get $5 OFF

Must Buy 4 for $5 OFF
Limit One Transaction Per Customer

Mix Mix 
or or 

MatchMatch
Must Buy 4 
for $5 OFF

Mix Mix 
or or 

MatchMatch
Must Buy 4 
for $5 OFF

Mix Mix 
or or 

MatchMatch
Must Buy 4 
for $5 OFF

Mix Mix 
or or 

MatchMatch

Must Buy 4 
for $5 OFF

Mix Mix 
or or 

MatchMatch

Must Buy 4 
for $5 OFF

Mix or Match - Mix or Match - Must Buy 4 for $5 OFF Mix or Match - Mix or Match - Must Buy 4 for $5 OFF

Mix or Match - Mix or Match - Must Buy 4 for $5 OFF

Mix or Match - Mix or Match - Must Buy 4 for $5 OFF

Mix or Match - Mix or Match - Must Buy 4 for $5 OFF

Mix or Match - Mix or Match - Must Buy 4 for $5 OFF

Mix or Match - Mix or Match - Must Buy 4 for $5 OFF

Mix or Match - Mix or Match - Must Buy 4 for $5 OFF

Mix or Match - Mix or Match - Must Buy 4 for $5 OFF Mix or Match - Mix or Match - Must Buy 4 for $5 OFF
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Congratulations 
Class of 2026!

View more photos at
Facebook.com/

CullmanTribune

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Michael Rush: Kindess 
and compassion above all

This feature originally ran 
in our May-July Community 

Matters magazine. 

Michael Rush 
worked at 
The Foundry 
Ministries in 

The Foundry Thrift Store for 
many years before becom-
ing a funeral attendant at 
Moss-Service Funeral Home. 
Those who’ve worked with 
him say he is a beacon of pos-
itivity.
	 One thing about Michael, 
you will rarely ever see him 
without a smile on his face. 
He will jokingly tell you how 
bad he would rather be home 
while grinning ear to ear. 
	 This will surely be fol-
lowed by him telling you that 
it is good to see you and a con-
versation asking about your 
day or weekend.
	 He will then tell you 
about his weekend and excit-
edly show you a picture of his 
dog, Butterbean. 
	 A common indicator that 
Michael is near? The scat-
tered handouts of his trade-
mark orange Life Savers can-
dies. 
	 If you came into work 
at The Foundry and he was 
clocked in, if he didn’t hand 
them to you himself, he left 
the candies at your work area, 
with your coworker or you 
had some left over from him 
after his previous shift. 
	 Donna Schmale, previous 
assistant manager of produc-
tion at The Foundry Min-
istries, recounted her time 
with Michael. “I was there 
when he first came through 
the program; he was always 
one of the hardest workers 
there. Anytime I needed help 
with anything, Mike was 
there. When he started work-
ing there the customers loved 
him. He was so funny and he 
cared about them and the 
participants. He was a great 

friend.” 
	 His former fellow retail 
sales associate recount-
ed her time working with 
him, saying, “He is a pretty 
amazing guy! He and I were 
coworkers for a number of 
years at The Foundry Thrift 
Store until he left to work at 
the funeral home.
	 "Over the years working 
together I saw the relation-
ships that he had built with 
our customers. We were all 
sad to see him go, but it’s 
almost like he never left. Mi-
chael comes to The Found-
ry after work three to four 

nights a week to talk to his 
old coworkers and as many 
of his customers that may 
be at the store that day as he 
can. That’s just who he is as a 
person and always had room 
to make a new friend.” 
	 It was routine during his 
time working at The Found-
ry for homemade cakes, pies, 
cookies and more to show 
up in the breakroom. A few 
times a month you could hear 
someone ask where the des-
sert came from in the break-
room. This would often be 
followed by Michael stating, 
“Me.”

	 When asked if he made 
it you would always get 
the answer, “No, someone 
brought it for me.”
	 He treated customers 
with kindness and respect 
and they rewarded him with 
appreciation and goodies! 
	 Michael Rush is a perfect 
example that, no matter what 
you have gone through, you 
can always choose to be a 
good person. You can choose 
to wake up and smile, even 
if you, too, would like to be 
home. To this day, Michael 
makes sure to make everyone 
he meets feel at home.

Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

West Point High School

MICHAEL RUSH

Moss-Service Funeral Home Funeral Attendant Michael Rush
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Obituary Announcements: May 23-24
Evelyn Naomi Hunt
Evelyn Naomi McCombs 
Hunt, though to the small 
circle who knew her first 
she would always be 
"Tootsie," slipped quietly 
through Heaven's gates 
on May 21, 2026. Funeral 
Services for Evelyn 
Naomi McCombs Hunt, 
age 95 of Cullman, will 
be held at noon on May 
29, 2026, at East Side 

Baptist Church. Burial 
to follow at Oakwood 
Cemetery in Gardendale, 
at approximately 3 p.m. 
Visitation to meet with 
family and friends will be 
held at East Side Baptist 
Church in Cullman, 
Alabama, on May 29, 2026, 
at 10:30 a.m. Funeral to 
follow at 12 p.m.  Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the family.

Margaret L. Shelton
Mrs. Shelton passed from 
this life peacefully on 
Saturday, May 23, 2026, 
at her residence. Funeral 
service for Margaret L 
Pridmore. Shelton, 87, 
of Hanceville will be at 
2 p.m., Tuesday, May 26, 
2026, at Cullman Funeral 
Home Chapel with 
interment in Fairview 
West Cemetery. The 

family will receive friends 
at the funeral home from 
noon-2 p.m. on Tuesday. 
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
family.

Harold Gregory Nail
Harold Gregory Nail, age 
78 of Cullman, passed 
away on Tuesday, May 19, 
2026, at his residence.  No 
services are scheduled at 

this time.

Paul Willard Cole
Paul Willard Cole, 89, of 
Hanceville passed away 
peacefully at home on 
May 20, 2026. No services 
are scheduled at this time.

Joseph Anthony 
Giumarro II
Joseph Anthony 
Giumarro II passed on 

May 21, 2026, at the age of 

65. Visitation will be held 

at Moss-Service Funeral 

Home, 1901 Second Avenue 

NW, Cullman, AL 35055, 

on May 26, 2026, from 

1-3 p.m. A Celebration of 

Life will be held at Moss-

Service Funeral Home, 

1901 Second Avenue NW, 

Cullman, AL 35055, on 

May 26, 2026, from 3-4 

p.m.

FREE OBITUARY LISTINGS
HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US

Email: obits@cullmantribune.com
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Hanceville 
Funeral Home 

	

100 Michelle Street Northwest, 
Hanceville, Alabama 35077 

   ((225566))  335522--33113300  

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory
– "Sincere Compassionate Care" –

CULLMAN’S ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN
DIRECT CREMATION $1,695 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

 100% Locally Owned & Operated
by Steve and Hilda Rodgers

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

Freedom (from Front)

Agriplex (from Front)
Chasady Woods
chasady@cullmantribune.com

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

- SMALL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT –

Gamer Geeks
Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

This feature originally ran 
in our May-July Community 

Matters magazine.

Gamer Geeks has 
become a local 
hotspot for tour-
naments and 

gatherings for all ages since 
it opened in 2023. It can be 
for those who participate in 
the gaming or card playing 
community, or for those who 
simply want to admire it. 
	 Owner Michael Jensen 
recounted the store’s annual 
Thanksgiving meal of 2025. 
“Last year we had a lady 
who had lost her husband 
and didn’t want to spend the 
holiday alone. She came here 
and didn't know much about 
cards, but was able to watch 
and have a good time.”
	 Jensen talked about the 
importance of events and 
how they bring individuals 
together. He said his favorite 
was likely Thanksgiving. 
	 Beyond all the merchan-
dise, tournaments and more 

he advised, “None of the 
merchandise on this wall 
matters. It’s about the com-
munity that gathers here. 
Without it we would be noth-
ing.” 
	 He also made a point to 
mention that all of his staff 
act as managers in their 
realm of responsibility and 
he is very appreciative of 
them.
	 It is truly a place that 
gives solace to anyone who 
enters, but also offers op-
portunity for camaraderie 
and personal growth, said 
Jensen. 
	 He recalled many times 
individuals have sat in 
on card games, timid and 
unsure. Over time they get 
comfortable, find their group 
and begin socializing more 
and more.
	 He said they are gradu-
ally gaining social skills and 
networking, but in a fun and 
strategic environment. 
	 Gamer Geeks maintains 
a family friendly atmosphere 
suited for all ages. Before 
playing everyone is prepped 
regarding rules and guide-
lines in and out of the game. 

	 Not only is this suited for 
all ages, but there are begin-
ner options for those who 
don’t know where to start.
	 “A lot of the kids that 
come in here don’t realize 
that by playing some of these 
games that they are actually 
learning math and problem 
solving,” Jensen shared.
	 Pokémon, for example, 
can teach children math and 
problem solving through its 
numbers-driven systems. 
Players constantly use arith-
metic to calculate damage 
points.
	 It also urges strategic 
thinking by prompting play-
ers to analyze risks, plan 
and optimize their team and 
what is or isn’t effective.
	 Gamer Geeks is located at 
2046 St. Joseph Dr. NW Suite 
E in Cullman. It’s open Mon-
day-Thursday from noon-7 
p.m., Fridays from 11 a.m.-10 
p.m. and Saturdays from 10 
a.m.-10 p.m. 
	 Find Gamer Geeks online 
at www.facebook.com/
GamerGeeksCullman or 
call 256-981-5746 or email 
gamergeekscullman@gmail.
com for more information.

CHASADY WOODS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Zavier Guidry and Michael Jensen
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Freedom (from Front)
White Jewelers; however, 
this year, the VFW placed 
them with the flags. 
	 “Most didn't make it back 
home and those flags and 
crosses are a remembrance of 
their sacrifice that was made 
by them for us,” Monk said. 
“We were putting the cross-
es out at Ed White's, but due 
to all the political signs we 
thought it would be awesome 
to put them with the flags 
this year. I believe they make 
a bigger statement and also 
show patriotism and love, 
with the flag behind them, 
that those men and women 
that gave their lives stood 
for.”
	 Monk added, “A very spe-
cial thanks to Van Hutchin-
son and Rick Leigeber!” 
	 Cullman Police Chief 
Joey Duncan said the flags 
are a reminder that Memori-
al Day is more than a holiday; 
it’s a time to remember the 
brave men and women who 
made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country. 
	 “Their service and sacri-
fice will never be forgotten 
here in Cullman,” Duncan 
said. “It also speaks to the 
kind of community we live 
in, one that honors those who 
served, remembers those we 
lost and never forgets the 
price of freedom.”
	 Cullman County Sheriff 

Matt Gentry said the Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Office 
gives thanks to the men and 
women who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice so we have the 
freedoms that we enjoy today
	 “Freedom is never free,” 
Gentry said. “This Memorial 
Day, we honor the brave men 
and women who gave every-
thing so future generations 
could live in liberty and free-
dom. During this Memorial 
Day take a moment and say a 
prayer for the families whose 
loved ones paid the ultimate 
sacrifice.” 
	 Cullman County Sher-
iff-Elect Chad Whaley said 
with this year being Ameri-
ca’s semiquincentennial, Me-
morial Day carries an even 
deeper meaning. 
	 “It is a reminder that 
our freedom was secured 
through the ultimate sacri-
fice of so many brave men 
and women,” Whaley said. 
“The sacrifices made by those 
service members and their 
families should never be for-
gotten.
	 “As we gather with family 
and friends this Memorial 
Day, may we also take time to 
honor and remember those 
who gave everything for our 
country. I hope everyone has 
a safe and wonderful Memo-
rial Day — but never forget 
the cost of our freedom.”

Agriplex (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Locat-
ed at 1714 Tally Ho St. SW 
in Cullman is the North Al-
abama Agriplex,  home to 
many who are passionate 
about educating the commu-
nity on sustainability, agri-
cultural heritage and more.
	 In May, the Agriplex 
held its Mother’s Day Tea. 
Mothers and their children 
enjoyed tea in “real China,” 
Samantha Catland, manager 
of the Agriplex Youth and 
Kitchen Programs, noted. 
	 They were served frittata 
bites, bok choy pinwheels, 
lemon cake bites and cinna-
mon rolls. 
	 “We used bok choy from 
the grow tower inside the 
building,” Catland stated. 
	 These sweet and savory 
treats were shared on a table 
filled with locally grown 

flower bouquets. 
	 Children also wrote 
handwritten poems for their 
mothers and read them aloud 
during the event. 
	 “This was a part of the 
Farm Kids Club,” Catland ex-
plained. 
	 The Farm Kids Club 
meets on Saturdays once 
a month (except June and 
July), with programs of all 
kinds for children ages 5 and 
up, accompanied by an adult. 
	 The next Farm Kids Club 
program is “Worm Makes a 
Sandwich,” which will take 
place on Saturday, Aug. 15, 
from 10-11:30 a.m. Enroll-
ment is currently open, but 
will close on Aug.14. 
	 This program will include 
a reading of the book “Worm 
Makes a Sandwich” by Bri-
anne Farley. 	
	 Says the Agriplex website: 
“Dig into the world of com-
posting as we hear this story 

and discover how worms turn 
scraps into soil magic.”
	 Get more info and sign up 
at www.agriplex.org/farm-
kids-club.  
	 The Decorative Fruit 
Carving Lunch and Learn will 
take place Wednesday, June 
17. (North Alabama Agriplex)
	 The Agriplex’s Lunch and 
Learn series for adults is “an 
educational series on a vari-
ety of different skills.”
	 On Wednesday, June 17, 
at noon, join the Decorative 
Fruit Carving Lunch and 
Learn. 
	 Professional fruit carver 
Rozi Rodrigues, of Karma’s 
Coffee House, will “trans-
form ordinary melons and 
fruit into breathtaking works 
of art while teaching you to 
craft your own masterpiece 
at home.”
	 Get more info and sign up 
at www.agriplex.org/lunch-
and-learn. 

Chasady Woods
chasady@cullmantribune.com

CHASADY WOODS/ THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Mother’s Day at the North Alabama Agriplex

Subscribe
Today

Visit Tribune.Store or
Call 256-739-1351
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6.6L Duramax V8 Turbo Diesel
Remote Entry/Remote Start
Heads-Up Display
20" Machined Aluminum Wheels

2026 GMC  
Sierra 1500 HD
Denali Ultimate
STK# 69565

WAS $99,630

NOW $89,130 

SAVE
$10,500!

    Super Cruise
     Enhanced Automatic Parking Assist
     22" Alloy Wheels
     Bose 16 Speaker Audio with Subwoofer

2026 Buick
Enclave Avenir
     STK# 64108

SAVE
$9,250!

WAS $65,110

NOW $55,860 

1.3L EcoTec Turbo Engine
Electronic Stability Control
18" Painted Aluminum Wheels
Illuminated Entry

2026 BUICK
Encore GX
Preferred

 STK# 64211

WAS $30,075

NOW $23,825

SAVE
$6,250!

10-Speed Automatic with Overdrive
6.2L EcoTec3 V8
Hands-Free Power Liftgate
Heated and Ventilated Front Seats
3rd Row Seating

2026 GMC
Yukon XL
Denali

 STK# 69149

WAS $91,815

NOW $86,815

SAVE
$5,000!

6.2L EcoTec3 V8
Super Cruise
Power Moonroof
16-Way Power Front Seats with Lumbar
Alpine Umber Leather

2026 GMC
Sierra 1500
Denali Ultimate

 STK# 68518

SAVE
$15,500!

WAS $87,505

NOW $72,005 

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

ALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALER

GMC DEALER OF THE YEARGMC DEALER OF THE YEARGMC DEALER OF THE YEAR
8 YEARS IN A ROW!8 YEARS IN A ROW!8 YEARS IN A ROW!

Transform yourTransform your

journey withjourney with

Transform your
journey with

Bill’s Deals!Bill’s Deals!Bill’s Deals!

3.0L I6 Duramax Turbo Diesel 
10-Speed Automatic
Leather
Keyless Open/Start
Park Assist

2026 GMC
SIERRA
1500 SLT
STK# 69386

WAS $67,620

NOW $54,120

SAVE
$13,500!

OP-ED

Be weather ready!

Many have expe-
rienced storm 
anxiety since 
the tornado 

outbreak of 2011. The panic 
can set in quickly – when 
the out-of-nowhere summer 
rain shower blocks your view 
of the road, as wind speeds 
pick up or your phone dings 
with the most recent weather 
alert. 
	 It is normal to be wor-
ried, but here are a few ways 
to prevent stress and anxiety 
during these common weath-
er events. 
	 Preparation is the key to a 
more relaxed active weather 
day, even the forecast calls for 
flash flooding and high winds.

Have access to weather 
alerts 
Whether that be your phone 
or a NOAA weather radio, be 
sure your device is charged or 
has fresh batteries. You can 
also keep a charge bank handy 
if you prefer to ride these 
storms out in your safe place. 
Knowing you will get an alert 
can ease the anticipation of 
any watches or warnings. 

Have items ready
Limit any hindrances on re-

sponse time by having your-
self and any other household 
occupants ready. Have per-
sonal items in go-bags ready 
to pick up and get to a safe 
place if necessary. Wear the 
proper shoes and clothes. 
	 Your go-bag is entirely 
based on what you and those 
within your household need. 
This can include chargers, 
daily medications, dog/cat 
food and so on. Having this 
ready before the storm ap-
proaches will keep you from 
worrying about these things 
when the storm has reached 
your yard. 

Safety measures
The main goal of being aware 
is to be safe! Have helmets for 
every member of the house-
hold, first-aid kits and any-
thing that will protect you in 
case of emergency. 

Know where to take shelter
This can be at a local shel-
ter, in your basement or in 
the center of the building 
or home on the lowest floor. 
The important part is know-
ing where this is for you and 
having your route planned. 

Severe weather can be scary, 
though it doesn’t have to 
be stressful. Be safe and be 
aware!

Chasady Woods
chasady@cullmantribune.com

CHASADY WOODS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Storm approaching County Road 813


