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Cullman City Council sets public hearing for possible new fencing ordinance

From hometown service to statewide leadership: Sartin named AAEM president

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman County Emergency Manage-ment Agency (EMA) Director Tim Sartin has spent much of his life working behind the scenes to help keep Cullman County prepared, informed 

and safe. Now, that work will help guide emergency manage-ment efforts across Alabama. Cullman County EMA an-nounced that Sartin was re-cently sworn in as president of the Alabama Association of Emergency Managers during the association’s annual state 

conference in Mobile.  The role places Sartin in a statewide leadership posi-tion representing emergency managers, supporting train-ing and professional develop-ment, strengthening commu-nication between agencies and advocating for the needs of local emergency 

CULLMAN, Ala. — At its meeting on Monday, June 15, the Cullman City Council set a public hearing for Ordi-nance No. 2026-39, regarding residential fencing  Building Inspector Bran-don Lewis explained that the ordinance expands on the city’s existing one. He noted the proposed ordinance says fences should not be made of certain materials to avoid potential hazards to public safety. This prevents the use of pallets, scrap and other 

materials that could infringe on structural integrity. It would be unlawful to erect barbed, electric or razor wire fences on residentially zoned property.  The council set a public hearing for this item for June 20, 2026, at the City Hall Au-ditorium at 7 p.m. to amend the zoning ordinance section 62-38. The council approved Resolution No. 2026-112, adopting job descriptions including the Accounting, Administration, Building Inspection, Maintenance, Police, Risk Management, 

Street and Traffic depart-ments. The council recently made an announcement online that the week of June 15-19 is National Waste and Recycling Workers Week.  They labeled this week as a time to recognize the hard-working members of the City of Cullman Sanitation De-partment who help keep our community clean, safe and beautiful every day. Councilman David Moss announced that the Wild-Water Cullman Lazy River and Heritage Park Splashpad projects have been complet-

ed. “They’re still finishing up a few remaining details as far as landscaping,” he said. “There will be a grand opening in the next couple of weeks.”  Mayor Woody Jacobs announced that the Heri-tage Park parking lot project should be completed within the next few weeks.  Council President Kim Hall announced the new City of Cullman website will launch in mid-July.  “It’s very user friendly!” she said.  She also wel-

Noah Galileenoah@cullmantribune.com
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Cullman City Council recognized Cullman High student Grayson Gay as Alabama Public Television Young Hero during the Monday, June 15, 2026, council meeting. Also pictured are Mayor Woody Jacobs, CHS Guidance Counselor Shannon Dutton and Council President Kim Hall. CITY OF CULLMAN

�����������

����������� �����������

��

YEARSThank you, Cullman, for the best 80 years of our lives.�����������

» PAGE 8

» PAGE 7

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2026VOL. 153 • 50¢ PER COPY USPS 139-700 • NO. 74

SERVING CULLMAN – IN THE HEART OF DIXIE – SINCE 1874

The Cullman TribuneThe Cullman Tribune

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Shelia Ann Willoughby, 
Lorraine (Lori) Marie Cole, 
Timy Joe Williams, Amanda 

Leigh Sandifer, Juanita ‘Emma’ 
F. Johnson, Manuel Jesus' 

Cerro
» PAGE 8

OBITUARIES

ALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALER

GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR
9 YEARS IN A ROW!9 YEARS IN A ROW!9 YEARS IN A ROW!

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMA N, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472
*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.

3.0L I6 Duramax Turbo Diesel 
10-Speed Automatic
Leather
Keyless Open/Start
Park Assist

2026 GMC
SIERRA
1500 SLT
STK# 69386

WAS $67,620

NOW $54,120

SAVE
$13,500!

6.2L EcoTec3 V8
Super Cruise
Power Moonroof
16-Way Power Front Seats with Lumbar
Alpine Umber Leather

2026 GMC
Sierra 1500
Denali Ultimate

 STK# 68518

SAVE
$15,500!

WAS $87,505

NOW $72,005 

6.2L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
Speed Sensing Steering
Heads-Up Display
Power Moonroof

2026 GMC
Sierra 1500
Denali Ultimate

 STK# 68501

SAVE
$15,500!

WAS $87,505

NOW $72,804 

CHANCE SHOWERS
THEN CHANCE T-STORMS

WEATHER
83 68

SOURCE: WEATHER.GOV

Arrests and Incidents
» PAGE 2

Community Calendar
» PAGE 3

Games
» PAGE 7

LUCAS GRAY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

— SPORTS — 

Swindall stepping 
up for Cullman; 

Loftin leads 
with 20 in final 

summer game vs. 
Thompson

» PAGE 4

Celebrating 60 years serving the Cullman community256-734-0263 119 4  Street SEth• •

Local Boy Scout shares love 
of bats with young readers

Right-of-way work helps keep Cullman clean, safe and moving

CULLMAN, Ala. — The City 
of Cullman is recognizing the 
employees who help keep 
public rights of way clean, 
safe and attractive, while 
also reminding residents that 
proper lawn care plays a role 
in roadway safety.
 The city recently thanked 

members of its Right-of-Way 
Maintenance Department in 
recognition of Right of Way 
Professionals Week, which 
was observed June 8-14.
 “While we’re a little late, 
we still want to recognize and 
thank the dedicated employ-
ees of the City of Cullman’s 
Right-of-Way Maintenance 
Department,” the city stated 
in a release Tuesday.

 According to the city, 
right-of-way crews main-
tain public rights of way and 
easements across Cullman 
throughout the year. Their 
work includes mowing and 
trimming roadside areas, 
managing vegetation, picking 
up litter and helping keep the 
city clean and attractive.
 The work often happens 
behind the scenes, but the 

results are visible across the 
community.
 “These employees play 
an important role in pro-
tecting public infrastructure, 
improving visibility and 
safety along roadways, and 
preserving the appearance of 
our city,” read the statement. 
“Their hard work helps create 
a positive first impression for 
residents and visitors alike.”

 Right-of-way mainte-
nance is about more than 
appearance. Keeping grass, 
weeds, brush and debris con-
trolled along streets, drainage 
areas and public easements 
helps improve visibility for 
drivers, protects public in-
frastructure and supports 
safer travel for motorists, 
bicyclists, pedestrians and 
motorcycle riders.

HANCVELLE, Ala. — The 
Shirley Burden Public Li-
brary in Hanceville on 
Thursday, June 19, welcomed 
Boy Scout Colin Hyde, who 
presented a program titled 
“Bats, Bats and More Bats!” 
The presentation was part of 
the library’s summer read-
ing program and also part of 
Hyde’s Eagle Project. Hyde, a 
member of Boy Scout Troop 
219, is working toward be-

coming an Eagle Scout. 
 Hyde covered many 
topics, such as where bats live 
and shelter, how to provide 
said shelter, how they benefit 
the ecosystem, their diets and 
more. 
 Hyde told the audience 
they should not be afraid 
of bats, but welcome them. 
He said bats are very bene-
ficial and active during the 
summer months – eating 
over a thousand mosquitoes 
in one night – and that many 
species (including the local 

Big Brown Bat) eat major ag-
ricultural threats like beetles, 
moths, stink bugs and flies.
 To find their next meals, 
bats will emit rapid clicks 
(30-60 clicks a second) to the 
detect size, speed and density 
of an insect.
 Hyde also advised how 
to properly house these bats, 
by building or buying cedar 
wood shelters. They can be 
placed on the west side of 
buildings, at about 12-16 feet 
or higher off of the ground. 
Many designs exist, and some 

species require specific depth 
and wood type. Hyde said it’s 
important to research the 
specific local bat that you are 
wanting to house.
 He said there are a whop-
ping 1,600 bats worldwide; 
however, here in north Al-
abama you're likely to find 
only 15-16 bat species, includ-
ing the Big Brown Bat, East-
ern Red Bat, Brazilian Free-
tailed Bat or, if you're lucky, 
you may even catch a glimpse 
of the endangered Gray Bat. 
 After his pre-

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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The Shirley Burden Public Library in Hanceville on Thursday, June 19, 2026, welcomed Boy Scout 
Colin Hyde, who presented a program titled “Bats, Bats and More Bats!” The presentation was 
part of the library’s summer reading program and also part of Hyde’s Eagle Project.
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Cullman County Sheriff’s Office, 
DA offer $5K reward in Logan 

School vandalism investigation

17 years later, Tabitha Franklin’s family still searches for answers

CULLMAN, Ala. — On Aug. 
13, 2009, Cullman County 
resident Tabitha Lynn Frank-
lin, then 27, vanished.
 She was a mother of three. 
She was known to family and 
friends as “Tabby.” She was 
someone who, according to 
family accounts shared over 

the years, stayed in contact 
with her children and her 
loved ones. 
 When the phone calls 
stopped, when days passed 
and when she did not show up 
as expected, her family knew 
something was wrong.
 Nearly 17 years later, 
Franklin’s case remains 
active.
 The Alabama Law En-

forcement Agency lists 
Franklin as an endangered 
missing person. The agency’s 
public alert says she was last 
seen Aug. 13, 2009, in Cull-
man and may have traveled 
to the Hueytown area. The 
Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office remains the investigat-
ing agency.
 Franklin has not been 
seen or heard from since.

 The basic facts of the 
case have remained largely 
unchanged since the first 
days after her disappearance. 
Franklin was last seen in the 
Vinemont/West Point area of 
Cullman County. 
 Published reports and 
missing person summaries 
say she was picked up by an 
ex-boyfriend or adult male 
acquaintance. He 

LOGAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Office 
and Cullman County District 
Attorney Champ Crocker are 
offering a combined $5,000 
reward for tips that lead to 
the arrest and conviction of 
anyone involved in the van-
dalism at the historic Logan 
Junior High School.
 The damage reported-
ly occurred sometime be-

tween Saturday morning and 
Sunday afternoon, according 
to a post from the Logan 
Junior High Community 
Center on Facebook. The or-
ganization said law enforce-
ment had been contacted and 
a police report had been filed.
 Sheriff Matt Gentry said 
the vandalism and destruc-
tion of the historic school 
building is “repulsive.”
 “We are shocked and 
beyond words of why anyone 
would choose to 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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The Cullman County Sheriff’s Office and Cullman County District Attorney Champ Crocker are offering a combined $5,000 reward 
for tips that lead to the arrest and conviction of anyone involved in the vandalism at the historic Logan Junior High School.
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Paige Adams case enters 
pretrial stage after resignation, 
arrest and 32-count indictment

Cullman City Council imposes 
temporary moratorium on data centers

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman City Council at its 
meeting on Monday, June 22, 
adopted a temporary morato-
rium on data centers.

What is a data center?

According to The Brookings 
Institution:
“Data centers host a large 
number of file servers and 
networking equipment that 
can store, process, and ana-
lyze text, images, code, and 
other information sources. 
Guided by large language 
models (LLMs) and machine 

learning, data centers can 
parse through these mate-
rials and act autonomously 
upon the derived insights. 
The applications that are 
hosted at these facilities can 
summarize text, edit photos 
or videos, examine data, code 
software, and perform many 
administrative and financial 

tasks in real time. These ap-
plications offer tremendous 
convenience, efficiency, and 
effectiveness to consumers, 
businesses, and govern-
ments. 
	 “‘Hyperscale’ data cen-
ters typically have more than 
5,000 file servers within their 
facilities and can 

CULLMAN, Ala. — What 
began as an internal school 
system complaint involv-
ing then-Cold Springs High 
School teacher and head 
girls’ basketball coach Paige 
Parker Adams has become 
a 32-count criminal case, a 

pending constitutional chal-
lenge and a closely watched 
pretrial fight over how Ala-
bama’s school employee sex 
offense statutes apply under 
the facts alleged.
	 Adams, 35, is charged 
in Cullman County Circuit 
Court with one count of 
school employee engaging 
in a sex act with a student, a 

Class B felony; one count of 
school employee engaging 
in sexual contact with a stu-
dent, a Class C felony; and 
30 counts of distributing or 
soliciting obscene material 
to or from a student, each a 
Class A misdemeanor, ac-
cording to court records.
	 Adams has pleaded not 
guilty. All charges are allega-

tions. She is presumed inno-
cent unless and until proven 
guilty in court.
	 The case is pending 
before Circuit Judge Emily N. 
Johnston under case number 
CC-2026-000182.00.

The resignation
The case first became public 
March 25, when 

Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

PET OF THE WEEK
Sylvia is a tiny 
tuxedo court jester

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

Sylvia » PAGE 4

Country Wok Owner 
Kenny Lee

EMILY MCMUNN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 5

LOCAL EATS

Country Wok is 
Hanceville’s go-
to Chinese spot

Cullman City 
Council addresses 
nuisance 
properties » PAGE 7

Hanceville Fire & 
Rescue hosting  next 
CPAT July 3 » PAGE 2

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Former Cold Springs High School Girls’ Head Basketball Coach Paige Adams
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

The Poetry of Recovery: Recov-
ery Support Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 514 
Cleveland Ave. SW in Cullman. 
Facebook/The Poetry of Recov-
ery. Contact Jeff at 727-542-6413 
or John at 256-636-0612.

Cullman County Historical So-
ciety Meetings
We meet the fourth Sunday of 
the month from 2-4 p.m. at the 
Cullman County Museum. Each 
meeting features a specific pro-
gram or speaker. Join us!

Attention Senior Citizens
• If you are 60 or over, please 
come to the Cullman Senior 
Center at 1539 Sportsman Lake 
Road NW and have some fun 
with us and eat lunch. Good fun, 
good friends and good food. Dif-
ferent things going on Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m.-noon.
• Volunteers needed to deliver 
meals to homebound. Call Com-
mission on Aging for info. 256-
734-1241.  

Cullman County Republican 
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman VFW. 
President Cathi Bradford: “We 
are going to begin training to 
track legislation in Montgomery. 
If you need information, you can 
directly message me on Face-
book.” Full meals at 5:30. Meet-
ings start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon 
and 1-3:30 p.m. We are located at 
1503 Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support 
Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Ala-
bama Career Center, 1201 Kath-
erine St. NW in Cullman. Con-
tact Olivia Wade, case manager, 
at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station next to the 
town’s park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a bag, 
and for $40 a shopper can fill a 
large box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some 
restrictions and product limits 
on the items. Cash and checks ac-
cepted. Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 
Alabama Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handicap acces-
sible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the 
Donald E. Green Adult Active 
Center, 1625 Cleveland Ave. SW. 
The first meeting is free. TOPS, a 
national program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to weight 
loss and management through 
weekly meetings providing infor-
mation, accountability, support 
and encouragement where you 
make the changes that make 
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings

The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by some-
one else’s addiction. We offer 
Help by sharing our experiences, 
strength and hope. We carry the 
message of hope by letting others 
know that they are not alone 
by practicing the 12 Steps of 
NAR-ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect Your 
Anonymity. Our program is not 
a religious one, but a spiritual 
way of life. Meetings will be held 
at The Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. Con-
tact Jamie Weathersby Smith 
256-708-7122 or Don or Nancy 
McKenzie 256-736-3327 or 256-
736-3470 for more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected 
by alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity Al-Anon Group meets 
each Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also a 
Zoom meeting each Tuesday at 
noon. The Courage to Change 
Al-Anon Family Group meets 
on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 305 Arnold 
St. NE in the Carriage House, lo-
cated between the church and the 
Arnold House on the corner. For 
more information call 256-734-
2231 or 256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit Life 
Church 
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cull-
man
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcullman@
gmail.com
• FB-Spirit Life Church Cullman
• Friday, June 26 – Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and testi-
monies. Hurts, habits and hang-
ups are a part of everyone's life. 
Come and see how to overcome 
these and more! Dinner at 6 p.m. 
Meeting starts at 6:30. Childcare 
provided. Special guest – The 
Lovelady Center            
• Sunday, June 28 – 8:15 a.m. 
Van runs in 5 Points Area. Call 
Betty Hays at 256-338-3728 for 
pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. Bible 
study classes for children, youth 
and adults at 10. Praise and 
worship and message by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd at 11. 

Shirley Burden Public Library 
in Hanceville
The library is open Tuesday-Fri-
day 8 a.m.-5 p.m. (closed from 
noon-1 p.m.) and Saturdays from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Join us on Facebook 
for weekly details or please feel 
free to call us at 256-352-0685. 
Follow Facebook/Hanceville 
Public Library for event details. 
• Friday, June 26, 6 p.m. Poetry 
Night
• July 1 BREAK
• Wednesday, July 8, 10 a.m. "My 
feathered friends" with Cullman 
Soil and Water – Millie Keel
• Wednesday, July 8, 1 p.m. Cro-
chet class 
• Wednesday, July 15, 10 a.m. 
"Raptor Outreach" by Cullman 
Extension 4-H Kerri Roberts
• Wednesday, July 15, 1 p.m. Cro-
chet class 
• Saturday, July 18, 10 a.m. Adult 
book club 
• Saturday, July 18, 11 a.m. Teen 
Club
• Wednesday, July 22, 10 a.m. 
“Lasting Impressions- Fos-
sils-artifacts” by Chris & Jake, 
AL State Museum, Montgomery
• Wednesday, July 29, 10 a.m. 
“Quest to the Core” McWane 
Science Center
• Friday, July 31, 6 p.m. Poetry 
Night 
• Wednesday, Aug. 5, 10 a.m. 
Children's author Ernie Swindle 

(bringing Matilda the Donkey 
for petting, located in the back 
parking lot)
• Friday, Aug. 7, 10 a.m. "Larry the 
Magician" a happy, interactive 
program full of laughter. This is 
his last season performing; he is 
retiring after this summer.
• Wednesday, Aug. 12, 10 a.m. 
Storytime Cullman Extension 
4-H Kerri Roberts
• Saturday, Aug. 15, 10 a.m. Adult 
book club
• Wednesdays, 1-3 p.m., Crochet 
class 

Guy Hunt Library Summer 
Reading Program 
• Make plans to join us at Guy 
Hunt Library in Holly Pond 
on Tuesdays at 11 a.m. for the 
Summer Reading Program!
• June 30, Snead's Farmhouse  
Drinks and snacks will be provid-
ed. For more information contact 
the Guy Hunt Library at 256-
796-5226, or guyhuntlibrary@
gmail.com.

Phillips-Compton Reunion
Saturday, June 27, beginning 
at 10 a.m. Descendants of John 
Marion Phillips and Frances 
Compton Phillips and related 
families will meet at the Brushy 
Pond Community Center. Cov-
ered dish lunch at noon. From 
Bremen, travel on County Road 
222 to Ryans Creek Baptist 
Church. Turn right next to the 
church and travel a short dis-
tance to the center, which is next 
to the fire station. Call 256-709-
4956 for additional information. 

Smith Lake Park 4th of July 
Fireworks Festival
Saturday, July 4, from 9 a.m.-9 
p.m. Fireworks at 9 p.m. There 
will be a full lineup of live music, 
including More Cowbell, The 
Connection, Albert Simpson and 
Taylor Hicks. There will also be 
food vendors and arts and crafts 
vendors all day, plus games and 
golf cart parade Admission is $5 
per person or $20 per vehicle. 

Vinemont 4th of July Celebra-
tion
Sunday, July 5, at the Vinemont 
Sports Complex. Gates open at 6 
p.m. Fireworks show starts at 9. 
Celebration of America 250 and 
65 years of incorporation for the 
Town of South Vinemont. Food, 
kids’ play zone and fireworks. 
Presented by the Town of South 
Vinemont and Vinemont Baptist 
Church.  

Pleasant View Missionary Bap-
tist Church Summer Revival 
Sunday, July 5, at 5 p.m. Sing-
ing with Refined as our guest. 
Services will run day and night, 
Monday, July 6, through Friday, 
July 10. Morning services at 
10:30 and evening services at 7 
with preachers from our church 
preaching. Lunch will be served 
each day after the morning ser-
vice and we will have a prayer 
room at 6:45 before each evening 
service. All are invited. If you 
can't come, please pray for us. 
The church is located on U.S. 
Highway 278 East approximately 
2 miles east of Holly Pond on the 
left. For more information, call 
256-339-1862 or 256-590-1501.

Annual David Speegle Family 
Reunion
Sunday, July 12, 2026, at the 
Speegle Family Point (334 
County Rd 321, Crane Hill, AL  
35053) beginning around 10:30 
a.m.  Please join us and bring a 
covered dish for lunch at noon.  
Contact Judy Shannon (256-
338-0676) or Terry Phillips 
(256-656-3327) if you need ad-
ditional information.  Come eat 
and enjoy the day with us at the 
beautiful Speegle Family Point.

Little Pink Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 6-9 p.m. 
at The Venue at Stone Bridge 
Farms. Tickets on sale now! www.
cullmanbosombuddies.com/ser-
vice/little-pink-dress-event 

CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported June 24
Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported June 24, 2026. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE

DEPARTMENT
June 22
•	 fail to return a vehicle 
for hire; McCurry Van & Car 
Rental
•	 unlawful breaking and en-
tering motor vehicle; theft of 
property-2nd degree; person; 
pistol; $250; Greenbrier Dr. 
SW

June 23
•	 identity theft; person

ARRESTS
June 22
Bartlett, Ashley N.; 36
•	 retail theft of property-1st 

degree
•	 theft of property-3rd 
degree

Maddox, Jr., James D.; 45
•	 FTA – driving while re-
voked (2 counts)
•	 FTA – switched tag

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE
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Moratorium (from Front)
house equipment utilized by 
many different organizations. 
With the large-scale growth 
of generative AI, there is tre-
mendous reliance on data 
centers that process infor-
mation quickly and with low 
latency to enable the use of a 
wide range of AI services and 
agents.”
	 The council adopted Reso-
lution No. 2026-116 to impose 
a temporary moratorium on 
“the acceptance, processing, 
and approval of applications 
for the development, con-
struction, expansion, or op-
eration of data centers within 
the corporate limits of the city 
of Cullman.”

The resolution reads, in 
part:
WHEREAS, the City of Cull-
man, Alabama, is commit-
ted to protecting the public 
health, safety, morals, and 
general welfare of its resi-
dents, preserving the City’s 
unique character as a com-
munity with German heritage 
founded in 1873, and promot-
ing orderly and sustainable 
growth consistent with its 
comprehensive plan; and
	 WHEREAS, data centers 
are large-scale industrial-style 
facilities primarily dedicated 
to the storage, processing, and 
transmission of digital data, 
typically involving extensive 
server equipment, significant 
electrical power demands, 
water usage for cooling, 
backup generators, noise from 
cooling systems, increased 
traffic, and demands on mu-
nicipal infrastructure such as 
electricity, water, and waste-
water systems; and
	 WHEREAS, the City 
Council finds that the rapid 
emergence and potential pro-
liferation of such facilities 
require careful study of their 
compatibility with the City’s 
existing zoning districts, infra-
structure capacity, environ-
mental resources, residential 
quality of life, and long-term 
economic development goals; 

and
	 WHEREAS, pursuant 
to the authority granted to 
municipalities under Title 11 
of the Code of Alabama 1975 
(including Sections 11-52-70 
et seq. and related provisions 
governing zoning and land use 
regulation), the City has the 
power to regulate land uses 
and impose temporary mor-
atoria to allow time for com-
prehensive planning, zoning 
amendments, and impact 
studies; and
	 WHEREAS, neighboring 
Alabama municipalities, in-
cluding the City of Birming-
ham (which has implemented 
a six-month moratorium) and 
the City of Leeds (which has 
implemented a one-year mor-
atorium), have recently taken 
similar actions to study data 
center impacts; and
	 WHEREAS, the City 
Council desires to impose a 
temporary moratorium to 
pause new data center-related 
applications while the Plan-
ning Commission, City staff, 
and consultants conduct nec-
essary reviews, public engage-
ment, and potential updates 
to the Zoning Ordinance and 
other relevant regulations; 
and
	 WHEREAS, this morato-

rium is intended to be tem-
porary, uniform in applica-
tion, and not directed at any 
specific project or property 
in a manner constituting spot 
zoning

The city is not alone in its 
action. According to the As-
sociated Press, “Political and 
local opposition has been 
growing because of fears about 
blackouts, rising electricity 
bills and the centers’ vora-
cious water needs. Some states 
are suspending tax breaks or 
considering moratoriums on 
data center construction.”
	 They went on to address 
Ordinance No. 2026-42, 
which would prohibit the 
development and operation 
of data centers in city limits. 
No action was taken since the 
council will need to refer to 
the Cullman City Planning 
Commission on the ordi-
nance.
	 The city council noted that 
prohibiting data centers will 
help provide the best quality 
of life for residents, proper 
infrastructure capacity, local 
resources, planned uses, con-
serve property values and 
support sustainable economic 
development aligned with the 
city’s  priorities.

Hanceville Fire & Rescue hosting  next CPAT July 3
Emily McMunn
emily@cullmantribune.com

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Want 
to become a firefighter? The 
Candidate Physical Ability 
Test (CPAT) course is your 
first step. Hanceville Fire & 
Rescue is a testing site, and 
will hold its next CPAT test 
Friday, July 3. Sign-in starts 
at 7:30 a.m., with orientation 
beginning at 8. No preregis-
tration is required. 
	 Prospects must pass the 
CPAT in order to become a 
firefighter. According to the 
Alabama Fire College, “As 
prescribed by the Alabama 
Fire College and Personnel 
Standards and Education 
Commission (AFC & PSEC), 
job-related physical perfor-

mance requirements shall 
be used to select inherently 
physically capable individu-
als to be trained as fire fight-
ers.
	 Therefore, the firefighter 
candidate shall successfully 
complete the IAFF/IAFC Fire 
Service Joint Labor Manage-
ment Wellness/Fitness Ini-
tiative Program-Candidate 
Physical Ability Test (CPAT) 
prior to entering a minimum 
standards course for Fire 
Fighter I/II, Fire Fighter I/II 
Bridge, and Fire Fighter I Re-
certification (based on initial 
FFI requirements).”
	 Candidates must com-
plete a total of eight events: 
stair climb, hose drag, equip-
ment carry, ladder raise and 
extension, forcible entry, 

search, rescue and, lastly, 
ceiling breach and pull.
	 On the day of the test, the 
fire department is asking all 
candidates to have long pants 
and-closed toe shoes.
	 It is also recommended to 
bring your own (mechanic) 
gloves.
	 For a more in-depth look 
at CPAT, visit www.alabama-
firecollege.org/courses-ain-
ing/student-resources/cpat. 
	 The fire department is 
located at119 Collins Ave, 
Hanceville. The entry fee for 
the test is $60. Cash, debit/
credit card or a check from 
your department or munici-
pality will be excepted.
	 Get more details at Face-
book/Hanceville Fire & 
Rescue CPAT course.
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr

CChhaassaaddyy  WWooooddss  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
LLaauurreenn  EEsstteess  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
GGaauuggee  DDaayy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

AAnnaabbeellllee  HHoowwzzee  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
LLuuccaass  GGrraayy  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr
SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  

RRhhoonnddaa  RRiicchhiiee  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt

COMMUNITY CORNER

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

FOR SALE
BREATHE FREELY AT 
HOME! Central Boiler's 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX 
OUTDOOR wood furnace 
eliminates indoor smoke for 
healthier living. Boilerworx 
Plus-serving Cullman and 
surrounding areas. Call 256-
347-6832!

FOR SALE-TWO USED 
GOOD CONDITION BIL-
LARD TABLES. Great for 
use for church rec room. 
Serious inquiries only. Price 
$250 each or both for $400. 
Call 256-508-4716

SERVICES
MYRA'S DECORATION 
FLOWERS is now open 
Thurs-Sat from 10am-5pm. 
Myra's is conveniently lo-
cated on CR 1343 close to 
Vinemont Super Saver. With 
over 20 years experience 
we will create your custom 
arrangements with quality 
silk flowers. Prices range be-
tween $5.00-$48.00. Call or 
text 256-595-9748 to order. 
Come and let me save you 
money!

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry 
out the wet area and do re-
pairs to protect your family 
and your home's value! If 
you have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, Call 
24/7: 1-833-879-1371 Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call! 

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service avail-
able for appliance repair. 
Washer/Dryer, Dishwasher, 
Refrigerator, Stove/Oven 
and all major appliances. 
Certified, Insured techs. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Call to schedule your ap-
pointment now! 1-877-441-
0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Superior quality bath 
and shower systems at 
AFFORDABLE PRICES! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Call Now! 
1-877-583-6484

SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million read-
ers each week!  Run your ad 
in our Classified Network 
for just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide! 

WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-385-7131

CONSUMER CELLULAR 
- the same reliable, nation-
wide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term con-

tract, no hidden fees and ac-
tivation is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. 
For more information, call 
1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trators. FREE information 
kit. Call 1-833-650-7885

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-877-651-8016

FOR SALE
SUNSETTER. AMER-
ICA’S NUMBER ONE 
AWNING! Instant shade at 
the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-
year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 today! 
1-877-930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/alabama 
#6258

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-

TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and 
see how much you can save! 
1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOORING?  
Call today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-403-4821

NO MORE CLEANING 
OUT GUTTERS. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter protection 
for your home, backed by 
a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation 
estimate. Plus get 20% off! 
Seniors and military save an 
additional 10%. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details

AUTOMOTIVE
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 1-877-
724-3049 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

 5029 US HWY 278 WEST, CULLMAN, AL., 7 A.M.-5 P.M. 
FURNITURE, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, ART, ANTIQUES, VINTAGE DISHES

ESTATE/YARD SALE

FRIDAY 6/26 AND SATURDAY 6/27

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 
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Cullman City’s tennis complex renovation ‘a 
game-changer’ for the Bearcat tennis program

Seven local high schools earn 
AHSAA Sportsmanship Award 
for 2025-26 school year

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
High School’s sports complex 
is due to receive a major up-
grade soon. 
	 Cullman City schools 
announced last week that in 
their June Board of Educa-
tion meeting, the district ap-
proved a $500,000 dollar re-
allocation to support the City 
of Cullman’s renovation to 
the Cullman Tennis Complex 
located on Stadium Drive NE.
	 According to Cullman 
High’s tennis coach, Nathan 
Bates, the renovation will 
include a complete replace-
ment of the six current 
courts, while adding two new 
ones, as well.
	 In addition to updated 
lighting, a new tennis build-
ing will also be built, with the 
upgrades aiming to make the 
complex suited for school 
athletics, physical educa-
tion activities, community 
programming and regional 
events. 
	 “Our players and coaches 
are extremely excited about 
the renovation of the tennis 
facility. This project has been 
in the works for quite some 
time, and making it a reality 

required collaboration be-
tween the City of Cullman, 
Cullman Parks & Recreation, 
and Cullman City Schools. I 
believe this project is a great 
example of our school system 
and city government working 
together to provide the best 
possible opportunities and 
facilities for both our stu-
dents and our community,” 
Bates said. 
	 The announcement 
comes after a 2026 season 
that saw a surging Cullman 
High School tennis program 
under Bates make Sectionals 
in both the boys and girls di-
vision.
	 The boys team finished 
as the sixth overall team in 
Class 6A, and finished the 
year 16-2 and as 6A, Section 7 
runner-ups. 
	 With a brand new facility, 
that momentum just picked 
up even more. 
	 “This project is a 
game-changer for our tennis 
program. It will provide our 
team and community with a 
facility we can all take pride 
in. The addition of two courts 
creates opportunities to host 
events and tournaments that 
were not feasible with only 
six courts. From a day-to-day 
standpoint, the increased 

court space means fewer 
players per court during 
practice, allowing for more 
repetitions and more individ-

ualized development. It will 
also enable us to use tradi-
tional scoring formats during 
home matches, which further 

enhances the competitive ex-
perience and player growth,” 
said the Bearcats’ coach. 
	 The timeline for the proj-

ect is unclear at the moment, 
but Cullman High’s tennis 
teams will return to action in 
February of 2027.

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Al-
abama High School Athlet-
ics Association announced 
Wednesday the 94 schools 
that were selected for the 
2025-26 Sportsmanship 
Award on Wednesday. 
The award is presented to 
schools that went the entire 
2025-26 athletics year with-
out recording a single ejec-
tion across all sports. 
	 “We are extremely proud 
of the emphasis placed on 
sportsmanship with AHSAA 
member schools,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Heath 

Harmon in a press release. 
He added, “While we are not 
perfect, we continue to strive 
to provide a sportsmanship 
model we all can be proud 
of.” 

Local schools that were 
honored are listed below, 
along with how many 
years they’ve been named:
•	 1A Cullman Christian, 
two years 
•	 1A Meek High School, six 
years 
•	 1A St. Bernard Prep, 
•	 2A Cold Springs High 
School, 10 years
•	 3A Hanceville High 
School, five years

•	 3A Holly Pond High 
School, 11 years
•	 3A Vinemont High 
School, eight years 

The AHSAA plans to for-
mally recognize the princi-
pal and athletic directors of 
all awarded schools with a 
luncheon on July 24 during 
the 30th annual Summer 
Conference at the Mont-
gomery Renaissance Hotel 
and Convention Center. Ad-
ditionally, ten of the schools 
will receive a $1,000 dollar 
grant presented by the Ala-
bama High School Athletic 
Directors and Coaches Asso-
ciation.

Lucas Gray
lucas@cullmantribune.com

Around the world of sports: June 25, 2026

•	 The first round of the 2026 
NBA Draft took place Tuesday 
night. Former UAB forward 
Yaxel Lendeborg was select-
ed 11th overall by the Golden 
State Warriors and Alabama 
guard Labaron Philon Jr. went 
22nd to the Philadelphia 76ers.
•	 The NFL announced in a 
letter to former Texas Tech 
quarterback Brendan Sorsby, 
who was declared ineligible by 
the NCAA for placing bets on 
his own team while with Indi-
ana, that they would not hold 
a supplemental draft, citing 
a lack of accountability and 
proper application. 
•	 The Miami Heat made a 
blockbuster trade to acquire 
NBA superstar Giannis Ante-
tokounmpo from Milwaukee 
earlier this week, after over a 
year of a rumored rift growing 
between the forward and the 
Bucks’ front office.
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Former Alabama guard Labaron Philon Jr., who was drafted 
22nd overall by the Philadelphia 76ers on Tuesday night

Sylvia (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Meet 
Sylvia, an approximate-
ly 3-month-old domestic 
shorthair tuxedo kitten with 
personality-plus. She’s The 
Cullman Tribune Pet of the 
Week. 
	 Around the shelter, she 
is known as the court jester, 
always ready to entertain, 
explore and bring a little 
laughter into the room.
	 Do not let her playful side 
fool you, though. Sylvia is 
also a true cuddlebug.
	 She melts in your arms, 
loves being held and has the 
sweet, gentle nature of a 
kitten made for companion-
ship.
	 Sylvia has many kitty 
friends and enjoys spend-
ing time with them, but her 
favorite toy remains the cat 
tower.
	 She is smart, curious and 
blessed with an inquisitive 
mind that keeps her busy 
learning, climbing and in-
vestigating the world around 
her.
	 With her loving person-
ality and affectionate spirit, 
Sylvia is, hands down, the 
quintessential therapy/com-
panion kitty.
	 Her adoption fee is $100, 
which includes spay, rabies 
shot, microchip, vaccina-
tions and dewormer.
	 Visit the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 935 Con-
vent Road NE. It’s open 
Monday through Friday, 

from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Con-
tact the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 256-734-
5448 or cullmananimalshel-
ter@co.cullman.al.us.         
	 Please feel free to stop by 

the shelter to meet Sylvia; 
however, if she has already 
been adopted, she encourag-
es everyone to visit with the 
other pets waiting for their 
forever homes.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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LOCAL EATS

Country Wok is Hanceville’s go-to Chinese spot
HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Country Wok Owner Kenny 
Lee was a soldier in the 
United States Army. Being 
deployed to Iraq gave him 
the opportunity to explore a 
different way of life, includ-
ing indulging in street food 
culture. After his military 
service he enrolled at the 
French Culinary Institute 
in New York City, where 
he perfected his culinary 
craft. Drawn in by Southern 
culture, Lee said, he found 
himself in Alabama with his 
family. They purchased a 
farm, raising livestock.
	 I asked Lee what inspired 
him to get into the culinary 
scene.
	 "I've always liked eating, 
and I watched the Food 
Network all the time grow-
ing up,” said Lee, who men-
tioned he was very curious 
as to what his mother and 
grandmother were getting 
up to in the kitchen.
	 He said when he got back 
home from Iraq his uncle 
took him to an expensive 
restaurant. 
	 “At the time I was kind of 
embarrassed; here I was in 
this fancy restaurant wear-
ing jeans and a T-shirt,” said 
Lee, who shared he was very 
impressed with the staff. 
“They went into professional 
mode, and all I remember is 

how comfortable they made 
me feel. It was a very clean, 
formal restaurant, but I felt 
like I was at home and I was 
not nervous at all. And that's 
what made me realize: I want 
to be a part of this.”
	 Lee told me he doesn't 
eat out very often; howev-
er, when he did he was left 
feeling unsatisfied – all he 
really wanted was his grand-
mother's fried rice. “I'd take 
a bite and I'd just think, ‘This 
is not my grandmother's 
fried rice. I think I can do a 
little bit better.’”
	 He wanted to bring good 
food to good people. “Let’s 
give people some good 
food, honest food, respect-
ful food.” He said the most 
important thing about his 
restaurant is respect, and 
this effort is already under-
way in the community he 
now calls home.
	 Lee said he was lucky 
to find the building for the 
restaurant. He said, “For me, 
the building was perfect; it 
already had a great setup for 
a kitchen. I like having an 
open kitchen so people can 
see how their food is being 
prepared.”
	 So far, Country Wok 
favorites are Eggrolls and 
Korean Fried Wings, which 
he said took him three 
months to prefect. Lee stated 
that the eggroll was a real 
team effort and that's why 
it's his favorite. You can also 

find Mapo Tofu, Mongolian 
Beef, Xianjiang-Style Chick-
en Skewers and, of course, 
Grandma's Cantonese Fried 
Rice.
	 When it comes to ingre-
dients, Lee said, he tries to 
source locally as much as he 
can from Alabama and other 
Southern states. “I use wild-
caught Gulf shrimp, I use 
Golden Eagle brand syrup 
in our sauces. That's a local 
favorite.” He sources his 
mushrooms from Georgia 
and North Carolina when the 
opportunity presents itself. 
	 As for the menu, Lee said 
he plans to keep it compact 
so as to not overwhelm his 
customers or his staff. “I 
might do weekly specials,” 
he stated, “but I also want to 
make sure that my team isn't 
overwhelmed; we always 
want to execute well.” He 
said for now he will stick 
to just changing a menu 
item 2-3 times every three 
months and having about 25 
menu items to choose from.
	 Orders can be placed 
online at www.countrywok.
com,through Doordash or 
by calling 256-887-1360. Ca-
tering is also available on the 
Country Wok website. 
	 If you're looking for a 
quiet place to rest and eat, 
find Country Wok in historic 
downtown Hanceville at 107 
Bangor Ave., Ste. A. It’s open 
Tuesday-Saturday, from 11 
a.m.- 7 p.m. 
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Country Wok Owner Kenny Lee

Former Alabama guard Labaron Philon Jr., who was drafted 
22nd overall by the Philadelphia 76ers on Tuesday night

Adams (from Front)
the Cullman County Board of 
Education accepted Adams’ 
resignation during a spe-
cial-called meeting.
	 At the time, Adams had 
just completed her first 
season as head coach of the 
Cold Springs Lady Eagles 
basketball program. The 
team reached the Final Four 
under Adams.
	 Cullman County Schools 
said in a statement after 
the meeting that the board 
had accepted and approved 
Adams’ resignation from her 
employment at Cold Springs 
High School.
	 The following day, Super-
intendent Dr. Shane Barnette 
said the resignation followed 
a formal complaint.
	 “This is the first formal 
complaint I have received 
regarding this employee. 
As soon as the concern was 
brought forward, an investi-
gation was immediately ini-
tiated. The employee chose 
to resign at that time. In ac-
cordance with standard pro-
cedure, all CCBOE materials 
were returned, and she was 
escorted from school prop-
erty. The matter has been 
referred to the appropriate 
authorities, and I promptly 
called a board meeting to ap-
prove her resignation,” Bar-
nette said at the time.
	 “Our sole focus is protect-
ing the students of Cullman 
County Schools. We are going 
to do what is right, as we 
always have.”
	 Barnette later told The 
Tribune the school system 
was still reviewing the situa-
tion internally when Adams 
resigned.
	 “When suspicions arose, 
we began an internal inves-
tigation, and the teacher 
resigned,” Barnette said. “At 
that point, the matter was 
turned over to authorities.”
	 Barnette said there was 
no argument or altercation 
when Adams left the school.
	 “There was no argument 
or altercation,” Barnette said. 
“She was aware that the in-
vestigation was continuing.”
	 Barnette said standard 
procedures were followed 
after the resignation, includ-
ing the return of school prop-
erty.
	 “When any employee 
resigns, they are required to 
turn in all school property, 
including badges, keys and 
access materials,” Barnette 
said. “She no longer has 
access to any school facili-
ties.”

	 At the time, Cullman 
County Sheriff Matt Gentry 
also confirmed the matter 
was under investigation.
	 “We have been made 
aware of the recent resig-
nation of a Cullman County 
school employee. The cir-
cumstances surrounding the 
resignation are under inves-
tigation. We will consult the 
Cullman County District At-
torney’s Office and will pro-
vide more information at the 
appropriate time,” Gentry 
said.
	 No charges had been an-
nounced when the resigna-
tion became public.

The indictment and arrest
The case moved into the 
court system in April.
	 A Cullman County grand 
jury returned an indictment 
April 17. A warrant was issued 
April 20. Adams was arrested 
April 21. Court records list 
her bond at $225,000 proper-
ty bond.
	 The indictment charges 
Adams with 32 counts.
	 Count 1 alleges that, 
on or about Feb. 23, 2026, 
Adams, while employed by 
the Cullman County Board of 
Education, engaged in sexual 
intercourse or sodomy with a 
student under the age of 19.
	 Count 2 alleges that, 
on or about Feb. 23, 2026, 
Adams, while employed by 
the Cullman County Board of 
Education, engaged in sexual 
contact with a student under 
the age of 19.
Counts 3-32 allege distrib-
uting or soliciting obscene 
material to or from a student. 
The dates listed in those 
counts range from Feb. 13 
through March 16.
	 The public court records 
reviewed by The Tribune do 
not identify the student.
	 Adams’ case was filed 
in Cullman County Circuit 
Court on April 22. Court re-
cords show the case was as-
signed to Johnston. Defense 
attorneys Trent Lowry and 
Jeremy Cline entered ap-
pearances in late April.

The plea and pretrial 
schedule
On May 22, the court en-
tered an order noting Adams, 
through counsel, had filed 
a written waiver of arraign-
ment and pleaded not guilty.
	 The court granted dis-
covery under Rule 16 of the 
Alabama Rules of Criminal 
Procedure and set a status 
review for Sept. 16, at 9 a.m.

	 No trial date has been set 
in the court documents re-
viewed by The Tribune.

The defense motion to dis-
miss
Before the not-guilty plea 
was formally entered by 
the court, Adams’ attor-
neys filed a motion May 21 
asking Johnston to dismiss 
the indictment and declare 
Alabama Code sections 13A-
6-81, 13A-6-82(a) and 13A-6-
82.1(a)(2) unconstitutional 
as applied to the facts of the 
case.
	 The defense does not 
argue that the statutes are 
always unconstitutional. In-
stead, the motion argues the 
statutes are unconstitutional 
as applied to Adams under 
the specific facts alleged.
	 According to the defense 
motion, Adams was em-
ployed as a teacher at Cold 
Springs High School in the 
Cullman County Schools 
system. The motion states 
the alleged victim was 18 and 
was a student at another high 
school in the same school 
system.
	 The defense argues 
Adams was never employed 
at the school the alleged 
victim attended and was 
never in a position of edu-
cational or scholastic extra-
curricular authority over the 
alleged victim.
	 The defense motion 
states that, as charged and as 
applied, the statutes violate 
the Due Process Clause of the 
14th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. The motion 
cites Lawrence v. Texas and 
Alabama appellate cases 
involving school employee 
sexual offense statutes.
	 “The Defendant’s argu-
ment is not that the statutes 
are always unconstitutional; 
it is that, under these par-
ticular circumstances, the 
statutes operate unconstitu-
tionally because they reach 
beyond the State’s legitimate 
interest in preventing ex-
ploitation by those ‘holding 
positions of authority or in-
fluence at a school’ over stu-
dents,” the motion states.
	 The defense asks the 
court to dismiss the indict-
ment.
	 Those claims are defense 
arguments. The court has not 
ruled on them.
	 The court has set a brief-
ing schedule on the motion. 
The state must file any writ-
ten response by July 22. The 
defense may file any reply 

by July 29. A hearing on the 
motion is set for Aug. 12, at 
2:30 p.m.

The state’s 404(b) notice
The state has also filed notice 
that it intends to seek per-
mission to use additional evi-
dence under Alabama Rule of 
Evidence 404(b).
	 Rule 404(b) generally 
concerns evidence of other 
alleged acts or wrongs that 
prosecutors may seek to in-
troduce for limited purposes, 
such as motive, intent, plan, 
knowledge, absence of mis-
take or pattern. Such a notice 
does not mean the court has 
admitted the evidence, and it 
does not mean the allegations 
have been proven.
	 In the May 29 filing, Dis-
trict Attorney Champ Crock-
er said the state intends to in-
troduce evidence for limited 
purposes under Rule 404(b), 
including motive, intent, 
plan, knowledge, absence of 
mistake or pattern.
	 In the filing, prosecutors 
allege Adams “groomed the 
victim in this case by shower-
ing her with money and gifts 
over a 10 month period.”
	 The state alleges that 
between May 16, 2025, and 
March 24, 2026, Adams sent 
the alleged victim $3,620 
through Cash App. Prosecu-
tors said some of the trans-
actions included descriptions 
such as heart emojis, smil-
ing emojis, “lunch on me,” 
“coffee” and “shoes.”
	 The filing also alleges 
Adams paid for the alleged 
victim to accompany her to 
concerts, restaurants and 
overnight hotel stays.
	 The state’s filing also 
references an alleged 2024 
incident involving another 
female, identified in the filing 
as Jane Doe #1. Prosecutors 
allege Cullman police re-
sponded to a civil disturbance 
at McDonald’s on Aug. 14, 
2024, involving Adams and 
the other woman.
	 According to the state’s 
filing, Adams told police 
the two were “only friends,” 
while the other woman re-
ported they were involved in 
a sexual or dating relation-
ship.
	 The state further alleges 
Adams later followed the 
woman home after the two 
were separated. The filing 
alleges the woman called 911 
and Adams left before police 
arrived.
	 Those statements are 
allegations contained in the 

state’s court filing. They are 
not findings by the court.

The sexual motivation 
filing
The state also filed an alle-
gation of sexual motivation 
under Alabama Code 15-20A-
6.
	 In that filing, prosecutors 
state that sufficient admis-
sible evidence exists that 
would justify a finding of 
sexual motivation by a rea-
sonable and objective jury. 
The state asks that, upon any 
conviction, the jury return 
a special verdict on whether 
Adams committed the acts 
with sexual motivation.
	 That filing is also an al-
legation. No jury has made 
such a finding.

Where the case stands now
The next major step in the 
case is Adams’ motion to dis-
miss.
	 The state’s response is 
due July 22. The defense 
reply is due July 29. The hear-
ing is set for Aug. 12, at 2:30 
p.m.
	 A separate status review 
remains set for Sept. 16, at 9 
a.m.
	 The case now turns on 
two tracks. Prosecutors are 
pursuing the 32-count indict-
ment and have filed notice 
of additional evidence they 
intend to seek permission to 
use. The defense is challeng-
ing whether the statutes can 
constitutionally be applied 
under the facts it says are 
present in this case, including 
the alleged victim’s age and 
the defense claim that Adams 
worked at a different school 
and had no educational or ex-
tracurricular authority over 
the alleged victim.
	 The Tribune has request-
ed comment from Adams’ 
attorneys and the Cullman 
County District Attorney’s 
Office. This story will be 
updated if responses are re-
ceived.

TIMELINE

March 25: The Cullman 
County Board of Education 
accepts Adams’ resignation 
during a special-called meet-
ing.

March 26: Cullman County 
Schools confirms the resigna-
tion followed a formal com-
plaint and says the matter has 
been referred to authorities. 
Sheriff Matt Gentry confirms 
the circumstances surround-

ing the resignation are under 
investigation.

April 17: A Cullman County 
grand jury returns an indict-
ment against Adams.

April 20: A warrant is issued. 
Bond is set at $225,000 prop-
erty bond.

April 21: Adams is arrested.

April 22: The case is filed 
in Cullman County Circuit 
Court and assigned to John-
ston.

Late April: Defense attor-
neys enter appearances.

May 21: The defense files 
a motion to dismiss the in-
dictment and to declare the 
statutes unconstitutional as 
applied.

May 22: The court enters 
an order noting Adams has 
waived arraignment and 
pleaded not guilty. Discovery 
is granted. A Sept. 16 status 
review is set.

May 26: The court orders 
additional briefing and oral 
argument on the defense 
motion to dismiss. The hear-
ing is set for Aug. 12.

May 29: The state files notice 
of intent to use 404(b) evi-
dence and files an allegation 
of sexual motivation.

July 22: The state’s written 
response to the motion to 
dismiss is due.

July 29: The defense reply is 
due.

Aug. 12: Hearing on the 
motion to dismiss is set for 
2:30 p.m.

Sept. 16: Status review is set 
for 9 a.m.

For Cullman County Schools, 
the case began as an internal 
concern, an immediate in-
vestigation and a resignation. 
For law enforcement and 
prosecutors, it became a 32-
count criminal case. For the 
defense, it is now a constitu-
tional challenge to how Ala-
bama’s school employee sex 
offense statutes apply under 
the facts alleged.
	 For now, Adams remains 
charged, on bond, presumed 
innocent and awaiting the 
court’s next ruling.
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Notice of Completion 
 
Newell, Park, & Eleazer Construction, LLC hereby gives notice that all work has 
been completed in accordance with their contract for the City of Cullman – ARC 
Aviation Training Airport Hangar Project (AL-21878-2024).  Anyone or company 
that has provided labor or materials on the said project that has not been paid in full 
or anyone that has a construction/property restoration claim should contact the 
following. Wesley Moore, City of Cullman, City Clerk at 256-775-7110 or at 
Cullman City Hall, 204 2nd Avenue, NE, Cullman, Alabama 30555 within the next 
thirty days. 
 
 
 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, will hold a public hearing on July 20, 2026 at 7:00 o’clock p.m. in 
the Lucille N. Galin Auditorium at City Hall, 204 Second Avenue NE, Cullman, Alabama 35055.  At this time, anyone wishing to be heard in 
favor of or in opposition to the adoption of Ordinance No. 2026-39 (set forth in full below) will be given an opportunity to speak. - Wesley M. 
Moore, City Clerk.  

ORDINANCE NO. 2026 – 39  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, AMENDING CHAPTER 62, 

ARTICLE II OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN BY ADOPTING A NEW SECTION 62-
38 REGARDING FENCES AND WALLS 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, as follows: 
Section 1. Findings and Purpose. 
The City Council finds that clear, enforceable standards for the construction, maintenance, and appearance of fences and walls are 
necessary to protect public safety, preserve property values, ensure aesthetic consistency, and promote the general welfare of the 
citizens of Cullman. This amendment updates and clarifies the regulations governing fences and walls. 
Section 2. Amendment. 
Section 62-38 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Cullman, Alabama, is hereby repealed in its entirety and replaced with the 
following: 

Sec. 62-38. Fences and walls. 
“Fence” means any structure, barrier, or partition that encloses, divides, or borders property. 
“Wall” means any structure or barrier that creates an enclosure, division, or border of property. 
A building permit shall be obtained prior to the erection, placement, or repair of any fence or wall. 
Fences and walls shall be constructed in a uniform and consistent style and shall be composed of materials manufactured, 
designed, and intended for such purposes.  
Fences and walls shall not include scrap materials, pallets, doors, or other such salvaged materials, which create a 
potential fire hazard and safety risk. 
Fences and walls containing natural materials, such as rock or stone, shall be in a uniform and consistent style, free of 
loose or missing materials, and properly maintained to not create a potential safety risk. 
Fences and walls must be properly maintained. All wooden portions of fences and walls shall be a decay resistant wood 
(not salvaged materials which create a potential fire hazard and safety risk) and be covered with paint, stain, or other 
substance, which preserves the wood from deterioration, dilapidation, or decay. 
It shall be unlawful to erect or maintain any barbed wire, concertina or razor wire, or electric fences or walls on a 
residentially zoned property. 
Fences and Walls are not permitted to be erected, placed, maintained or grown in any manner that impedes the natural 
flow of stormwater or obstructs a motorist's line of sight (see section 62-32(d)). 

Section 3. Severability. 
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would 
have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection, clause, or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more 
sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, and phrases be declared unconstitutional or invalid. 
Section 4. Repealer. 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
conflict. 
Section 5. Effective Date. 
This ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication as required by law. Submitted by Wesley M. Moore, City 
Clerk. 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS  

NEW SITE PACKAGE
NEW STEM ACADEMY
FOR CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS
CULLMAN, AL
                           
MCKEE PROJECT NO. #25-239A
BID # 18-26

Sealed proposals for this project shall be received by Dr. Shane 
Barnett, Superintendent, Cullman County Schools, 402 Arnold 
Street, NE, Cullman, AL 35055 | 256-734-2933, until 2:00 PM 
Central Time, Thursday, June 30, 2026 then opened and read 
aloud.

All General Contractors bidding on this project shall be re-
quired to visit the site and examine all existing conditions and 
shall be arranged by the contractor with the Board of Educa-
tion.

All Bidders shall have general liability and workman’s com-
pensation insurance. The project shall be bid excluding taxes. 
Bids must be submitted on proposal forms furnished by the 
Architect or copies thereof.  No bid may be withdrawn after 
scheduled closing for receipt of bids for a period of ninety (90) 
days.  The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all propos-
als and to waive technical errors if, in the Owners judgment, the 
best interests of the Owner will thereby be promoted.

A certified check or Bid Bond payable to Cullman County 
Schools in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the 
amount of the bid, but in no event more than $10,000.00 must 
accompany the bidder’s sealed proposal. Performance and stat-
utory labor and material payment bonds will be required at the 
signing of the Contract.

All bidders bidding in amounts exceeding that established by 
the State Licensing Board for General Contractors must be li-
censed under the provisions of Title 34, Chapter 8, Code of Ala-
bama, 1975, and must show evidence of license before bidding 
or bid will not be received or considered by the Architect. All 
bidders shall show such evidence by clearly displaying their 
current license number on the outside of the sealed envelope in 
which the proposal is delivered. 

PDFs of the project can be reviewed by going to the Lathan 
McKee website at www.lathanmckee.com and under “Project 
Bid List” selecting “Montgomery”. The documents may be 
viewed on-line and printed by General Contractors, SubCon-
tractors and Suppliers. Documents published through this pro-
cedure are the only documents endorsed by the Architect. The 
Architect is unable to monitor, confirm and maintain other web-
sites that provide documents. Notices of Addenda being posted 
will be provided to entities that have CONFIRMED bidding 
for this particular project. The Architect retains ownership and 
copyrights of the documents. If bidders require printed sets, 
please submit request to the Architect at mckeeplans@gmail.
com. Include your first & last name, company name, address, 
phone number and the project name and number. Print sets are 
to be returned in reusable condition within ten days after bid 
opening. 

All RFIs and RFAs regarding the bid documents shall be sent 
and addressed through emails found on the RFI and RFA forms 
in the project manual.  NOTE:  ONLY THE RFI AND RFA 
FORMS IN THE PROJECT MANUAL WILL BE AC-
CEPTED.   The Architect will not accept inquiries via tele-
phone or fax.

Completion Time: See scope of work in Project Manual.

Supervision: Contractor to ensure proper supervision of all 
work. 

Owner:  Dr. Shane Barnett, Superintendent, Cullman County 
Schools, 402 Arnold Street, NE, Cullman, AL 35055, Phone: 
256-734-2933

Architect: Lathan McKee Architects, 3500 Eastern Blvd., Suite 
300, Montgomery, Alabama 36116, Phone: 334-834-9933

40 local students graduate from University of Alabama

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — 
Some 7,000 degrees were 
awarded during The Univer-
sity of Alabama's spring 2026 
commencement at Coleman 
Coliseum in May. The Uni-
versity provides numerous 
opportunities for service 
and growth through its edu-
cational, social and cultural 
experiences.

Local graduates include:
•	 Autumn Allison of 
Vinemont (35179) received 
a Bachelor of Arts in Com-
munication & Information 
Sciences.
•	 Anna Grace Atkins of 
Vinemont (35179) received a 
Bachelor of Science.
•	 Lawson Bach of Cullman 
(35057) received a Bachelor 
of Science.
•	 Gracelyn Bowerman of 
Hanceville (35077) received 
a Bachelor of Social Work.
•	 Austin Bowling of Arley 
(35541) received a Juris 
Doctor.
•	 John Bowman of Arab 
(35016) received a Bachelor 
of Science in Architectural 
Engineering.

Stephanie Pettis
Contributor
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Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider
“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

FREE MAMMOGRAMS AND
 PAP TESTS

with FREE CANCER TREATMENT AVAILABLE 
TO ELIGIBLE WOMEN

• Breast Cancer Screenings 40-64 yrs old
• Cervical Cancer Screenings 21-64 yrs old

DON’T DELA  Y
DO IT FOR YOURSELF

DO IT FOR YOUR FAMILY
For a referral or more information go to: 
www.alabamapublichealth.gov/bandc

scan the QR Code below,
or contact the hotline:  1-877-252-3324

Properties (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman City Council at 
its meeting on Monday, 
June 22, adopted a tempo-
rary moratorium on data 
centers, declared nuisance 
properties and recognized 
city right-of-way mainte-
nance workers.
	 Read the full story about 
the moratorium on page 1.

Public hearings
The council held a public 
hearing for a report re-
ceived from the city’s Code 
Enforcement official dated 
May 18, 2026, relating 
to two public nuisances. 
These properties allegedly 
had grass and weeds over 
12 inches that could result 
in fire hazards as well as be 
breeding grounds for pests. 
	 It was reported that 
the property at 1315 Maple 
Drive NW has been cleared, 
though there has been no 
word from residents of 611 
Cleveland Ave. SW. 
	 Once the hearing closed, 
council members adopted 
Resolution No. 2026-109 
to declare the properties 
public nuisances. 
	 Council members also 
adopted Resolution No. 
2026-117 to set a public 
hearing to declare public 
nuisances of properties lo-
cated at 306 10th Ave. SE 
and 310 10th Ave. SE.
	 This public hearing is set 
for Monday, July 20, 2026, 
at 7 p.m. in the Cullman City 
Hall auditorium.
New business
The council adopted Reso-
lution No. 2026-113, which 
awarded a bid for piping 

along Logan Street South-
west, Sixth Street South-
west and Austin Avenue 
Southwest. The lowest 
bidder, at $367,738.49, was 
Ferguson Enterprises. The 
project is being funded by a 
Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG).
	 Another bid was award-
ed with the adoption of 
Resolution No. 2026-
115, awarded to Manning 
Construction, LLC in the 
amount of $373,202.40 
for site preparation at the 
Frank Research & Technol-
ogy Park.
	 Council President Kim 
Hall read, “This can only be 
an industrial site. The work 
to be done will be on erosion 
and sediment control, clear-
ing and grubbing, demoli-
tion of the current structure 
that is already there, coor-
dination for relocating ex-
isting electric and overhead 
power.” 
	 She went on to clarify, 
“It will poise us so that we 
are in a position to mark 
that as a credible industrial 
location.”
	 Regarding roles with 
Cullman Regional Airport, 
the council adopted Reso-
lution No. 2026-114, which 
provides in-depth descrip-
tions of the positions, ideal 
requirements and respon-
sibilities for the roles of air-
port director, lineman and 
manager 
	 Hall addressed Resolu-
tion No. 2026-118, which 
provides a one-time ap-
propriation in the amount 
of $125,000 to Restoring 
Women Outreach, Inc. for 
serving a public purpose. 
The nonprofit provides ed-
ucational programs along 

with health services and 
consultations for people 
living with addiction. The 
money will come from 
opioid settlement funds.
	 “As I mentioned, this is 
opioid settlement money. 
This is not city taxpayer 
money,” Hall stated. 
	 Three first readings 
were held for Ordinance 
Nos. 2026-39, 2026-40 and 
2026-41, which set sanita-
tion, sewer and water rates 
for fiscal year 2027.
	 No action was taken at 
this time.
	 The council also stated 
the need to refer to the Plan-
ning Commission regarding 
Ordinance No. 2026-43, 
which amends the zoning 
ordinance to prohibit any 
new detached single-family 
housing in residential (R-4) 
zoning. 
	 A special event request 
from Melissa Jones of Mary 
Carter Store for its Stars and 
Stripes: 62-year anniversary 
event on July 1, 2026, was 
approved. The event will 
take place at 104 Fourth St. 
SE from 4:30-6 p.m.

The following requests 
were postponed:
•	 A request from Cullman 
Gas USA, Inc., dba Discount 
Package Store No. 2 located 
at 1577 County Road 715 
Suite B for a “retail liquor 
(package store) off-prem-
ises” alcohol license, which 
does not meet the distance 
requirement from an ex-
isting licensed business as 
described in Sec. 4-36 of the 
Code of Ordinances
•	 Cullman Gas USA, Inc., 
dba Mama’s Country Cook-
ing located at 1577 County 
Road 715 for a “beer and 

wine off-premises” alcohol 
license, which received a 
favorable recommendation 
from the Alcohol Review 
Committee
•	 A request from Cullman 
Gas USA, Inc., dba Discount 
Package Store No. 2 located 
at 1577 County Road 715 
Suite B for a “specialty re-
tailer of hemp consumable 
products” approval letter, 
which does not meet the 
distance requirement from 
an existing licensed busi-
ness as described in Sec. 5-3 
of the Code of Ordinances
•	 A request from 
Samu2017, Inc., dba Tiger 
Mart Package located at 
6390 Alabama Highway NW 
for a “retail liquor (package 
store) off-premises” alcohol 
license, which does not meet 
the distance requirement 
from an existing licensed 
business in Sec. 4-36 of the 
Code of Ordinances

Councilman Chuck Shikle 
stated he had questions 
about the distance require-
ment. “I vote that we post-
pone a vote on this and refer 
it back to the alcohol com-
mittee,” he said. 
	 During committee re-
ports, Councilman Jason 
Willoughby thanked Right-
of-way Maintenance De-
partment workers.
	 The Council formally 
recognized the workers for 
their dedication and toward 
maintaining rights-of-way 
and other city property that 
help keep Cullman safe and 
orderly.
	 The next Cullman City 
Council Meeting will be 
held Monday, July 6, at 7 
p.m. in the Cullman City 
Hall auditorium.

Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

40 local students graduate from University of Alabama

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — 
Some 7,000 degrees were 
awarded during The Univer-
sity of Alabama's spring 2026 
commencement at Coleman 
Coliseum in May. The Uni-
versity provides numerous 
opportunities for service 
and growth through its edu-
cational, social and cultural 
experiences.

Local graduates include:
•	 Autumn Allison of 
Vinemont (35179) received 
a Bachelor of Arts in Com-
munication & Information 
Sciences.
•	 Anna Grace Atkins of 
Vinemont (35179) received a 
Bachelor of Science.
•	 Lawson Bach of Cullman 
(35057) received a Bachelor 
of Science.
•	 Gracelyn Bowerman of 
Hanceville (35077) received 
a Bachelor of Social Work.
•	 Austin Bowling of Arley 
(35541) received a Juris 
Doctor.
•	 John Bowman of Arab 
(35016) received a Bachelor 
of Science in Architectural 
Engineering.

•	 Jacob Brooks of Hancev-
ille (35077) received a Bach-
elor of Science.
•	 Madeline Bunch of Arab 
(35016) received a Master of 
Business Administration.
•	 Mark Came of Cullman 
(35055) received a Bachelor 
of Science in Mechanical En-
gineering.
•	 Brianna Carroll of Cull-
man (35058) received a 
Bachelor of Arts.
•	 James Collins of Arab 
(35016) received a Bachelor 
of Science.
•	 Kate Collins of Arab 
(35016) received a Bachelor 
of Science in Human Envi-
ronmental Sciences.
•	 Jake Dueland of Cullman 
(35058) received a Bachelor 
of Science.
•	 Arianna Echeverria 
Figueroa of Cullman (35057) 
received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Education.
•	 Shawn Flack of Arab 
(35016) received a Master of 
Arts.
•	 Tucker Gambrill of Cull-
man (35055) received a 
Bachelor of Science.
•	 Ashley Gibbs of Arab 
(35016) received a Bachelor 
of Science.
•	 Alison Gongre of Hancev-

ille (35077) received a Master 
of Arts.
•	 Matthew Gossett of 
Cullman (35055) received 
a Bachelor of Science and 
Master of Arts.
•	 Ashlen Heatherly of 
Vinemont (35179) received a 
Master of Accountancy.
•	 Madison Heatherly of 
Cullman (35058) received a 
Master of Arts.
•	 Grant Holland of Cullman 
(35055) received a Master of 
Social Work.
•	 Katherine Jones of Cull-
man (35057) received a 
Master of Science in Nursing.
•	 Alana Kelley of Arab 
(35016) received a Master of 
Science in Nursing.
•	 Raegan Lindsey of Crane 
Hill (35053) received a 
Master of Library & Informa-
tion Studies.
•	 Delaney Maze of Arab 
(35016) received a Bachelor 
of Arts.
•	 Jathon Meank of Crane 
Hill (35053) received a Bach-
elor of Science.
•	 Virginia Ritchie of 
Vinemont (35179) received a 
Bachelor of Science.
•	 Victoria Rodriguez of 
Cullman (35055) received a 
Master of Social Work.

•	 Emma Seidel of Vinemont 
(35179) received a Bachelor 
of Science and Master of Arts.
•	 Seth Self of Hanceville 
(35077) received a Juris 
Doctor.
•	 Taylor Simmons of Cull-
man (35055) received a 
Bachelor of Science.
•	 Abigail Sosa of Cullman 
(35055) received a Bachelor 
of Arts in Communication & 
Information Sciences.
•	 Desirae Spasaro of Cull-
man (35058) received a 
Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing.
•	 Dylon Wallace of Cullman 
(35058) received a Master of 
Science.
•	 Brinlee Warnke of Cull-
man (35055) received a 
Bachelor of Arts.
•	 Kayrie Weldon of Cull-
man (35058) received a 
Bachelor of Science.
•	 William Wessel of Crane 
Hill (35053) received a Bach-
elor of Science.
•	 Presley Williams of 
Vinemont (35179) received a 
Bachelor of Arts.
•	 Kaylee Windsor of Cull-
man (35057) received a 
Bachelor of Arts in Commu-
nication & Information Sci-
ences.

Stephanie Pettis
Contributor
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Obituary Announcements: June 23-24
Mamie Elizabeth 
‘Liz’ Hawkins, 85
Mamie Elizabeth “Liz” Hawkins, 
85, passed away peacefully 
on June 21, 2026. She was 
born on April 22, 1941, to the 
late Cumbow and Laura Mae 
Hawkins. Liz was known for 
her warm heart, quick sense of 
humor, and genuine kindness. 
She had a gift for making friends 
wherever she went, and her 
laughter could brighten any 
room. She loved to sing and 
treasured every opportunity to 
gather with her family. Whether 
sharing stories, music, or 
simply enjoying time together, 
she made those around her 
feel loved and welcome. Her 
greatest joy was her family, and 
the memories she created with 
them will be cherished forever. 
She is survived by her daughters, 
Lisa Farnsworth and Amanda 
Kinnick; her grandchildren, Bo 
White, Nathan Kinnick, Sarah 
Melton, Emma Farnsworth, and 
Ally Farnsworth; her brother, 
William K. Hawkins; her sisters, 
Helen Dick and Mildred Kirby; 
and numerous nieces, nephews, 
extended family members, and 
dear friends. She was preceded 
in death by her beloved husband, 
William Richard Hawkins; her 
daughter, Angela Beth White; 
her grandson, Ryan Kinnick; her 
brothers, Gaines Hawkins, Ralph 
Hawkins, Marvin Hawkins, Paul 
Hawkins, and Thomas Hawkins; 
and her sisters, Retha Boyd and 
Gladys Shaffer. Funeral services 
will be held on Monday, June 29, 
2026, at 2 p.m. at Maddox Funeral 

Home in Front Royal, Virginia. 
Family and friends are invited 
to celebrate Liz’s life, share 
their memories, and honor the 
love she gave so freely. Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the family. Friends may 
sign the online guestbook at 
www.cullmanfuneralhome.com.
 
Elina Jean McElvenny, 46
Memorial service for Elina Jean 
McElvenny, 46, of Cullman is 
incomplete at this time. Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the family. Elina passed 
away June 22, 2026, at CRMC.  
She was born Sept. 1, 1979, to 
Robert Stewart McElvenny and 
Cecilia Martinez McElvenny.  
She was loved by her family and 
will be missed. Friends may sign 
the online guestbook at www.
c u l l m a n f u n e r a l h o m e . c o m .

Martín Valcárcel, 83
Martín Valcárcel, 83, went home 
to be with his Lord and Savior 
on June 22, 2026, in Huntsville, 
Alabama. Born May 18, 1943, 
in Calzadilla de los Barros, 
Spain, Martín spent his youth in 
restless searching and came to 
faith in Christ at the age of 26, 
then answered a call to ministry 
that would take him to labor 
in Spain, Cuba, and the United 
States. For 38 years he served as 
a missionary in Spain, by God’s 
grace establishing Hebron Valley 
Bible Church in Barcelona (in 
addition to three other churches) 
and a beloved Christian camp 
ministry, Campamento Eben-
Ezer. Through 54 years of 

marriage and ministry, his wife, 
Linda, served faithfully at his 
side, having left her own country 
to share his calling. In 2012, 
the couple moved to Decatur at 
the invitation of Faith Baptist 
Church to establish a Spanish-
speaking church in the region. 
During the last eight years, 
even as his health declined, it 
remained his joy to lead Bible 
studies in the Morgan County 
Jail, where many men came to 
faith and were baptized. He was 
known above all for his joyful, 
fervent singing. Encyclopedic 
in song and Scripture, he was 
always ready with a hymn or a 
verse for whatever the moment 
required, and those around him 
could sense his pure-hearted 
love for God as he praised Him 
and taught His Word. He served 
humbly and without pretense, 
giving himself gladly to the 
lowly work of serving others 
for Christ's sake. In his final 
months, Martín was able to fulfill 
a long-held hope to publish his 
autobiography, A Pilgrim Song. 
The family placed the finished 
book in his hands only days 
before he died, a fitting close to 
a life spent bearing witness to 
God's grace. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Martín 
and Eugenia, and his siblings 
Luis, Joaquín, Eduardo, and 
Piedad. He is survived by his 
wife, Linda; his children Rebeca 
(Sammy) Schimansky, Pablo 
(Mônica), Daniel (Elisabet), and 
Josh (Marta); his sisters Paqui 
and Pili; thirteen grandchildren 
(Marcos, Lidia, Anna Sofia, 

Caleb, Josh M., Lara, Paul, 
Samuel, Robert, Evan, Jemi, 
Nuri, and Josh V.); and a 
great-grandchild on the way. A 
Celebration of Life service will 
be held Saturday, June 27, at 2 
p.m. at Fairview Baptist Church, 
4511 Danville Rd. SW, Decatur, 
Alabama. A second service will 
be held July 12, at 5 p.m. at 
Hebron Valley Bible Church in 
Barcelona, Spain. The family is 
grateful for the many people who 
have donated to make Martín 
and Linda's mission possible. 
The "Martín Valcárcel Fund" 
has been created to continue 
that legacy. It will allow needy 
campers to enjoy Campamento 
Eben-Ezer, the camp he started 
in Besalú, Spain, for years to 
come. In lieu of flowers, gifts 
may be made via bit.ly/mvrfund.

Bonnie Kay Alldredge, 72
Bonnie Kay Alldredge, age 72 of 
Eva, passed away on Tuesday, 
June 23, 2026, at Cullman 
Regional. She was born, Oct. 
15, 1953, to David Smith and 
Joanne Madduxx Smith. She was 
preceded in death by her parents 
and son Clayton Alldredge. 
Survivors include her husband, 
Jackie Alldredge; daughter, 
Jennifer Alldredge; grandsons, 
Terry Garrison, Spencer Hazard 
and Parker Alldredge. No 
services are planned at this time.

Carol Bonita Graves, 65
Funeral services for Carol Bonita 
Graves, 65, of Cullman will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Friday, June 
26, at Hanceville Funeral Home 

Chapel, followed by burial at 
Mt. Joy Cemetery in Hanceville. 
The family welcomes friends 
for a viewing from 10-11 a.m. 
on the same day at the funeral 
home. Carol was a beacon of 
joy, known for her infectious 
laughter and devotion to her 
family. Her Christian faith was a 
constant in her life, often starting 
her day with her Bible and a cup 
of coffee. Her culinary talents 
were legendary, especially her 
beloved biscuits, prepared with 
love and care. Carol’s generosity 
extended to her children, for 
whom she provided devotedly, 
often brightening their lives 
with shopping adventures. She 
is survived by her children, 
Brandi McCravy-Lenz (Drew) 
and Michelle Billions (Kevin); 
grandchildren, Lily Hutson, 
Camp Billions, Everly Lenz; 
brother, Grayling Graves; 
and aunts, Melissa Shapleigh 
(Steve), Irma Tubbs, along 
with numerous nephews and 
cousins. Carol was preceded 
in death by her daughter, Kelly 
Nicole McCravy; grandson, 
Channing Hutson; and her 
parents, Eugene and Bonnie 
Graves. Hanceville Funeral 
Home is honored to serve the 
Graves family during this time.

Julia A. Dyer, 85
A graveside service for Julia 
A. Dyer, 85, of Hanceville will 
be 2 p.m. Thursday June 25, at 
Hopewell Cemetery. Visitation 
will be prior to the service from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Hanceville 
Funeral Home. Mrs. Dyer was 

born Dec. 20, 1940, in Cullman 
County, Alabama to the late 
Ernest & Daisy Morgan. She 
passed away June 19, 2026 in 
Morgan County, Alabama. Mrs. 
Dyer is survived by her son, 
Danny Dyer; 8 grandchildren; 
12 great grandchildren; and her 
sister, Helen Corbin. Mrs. Dyer 
was preceded in death by her 
husband, Brownie Dyer; parents, 
Ernest and Daisy Morgan; 
sister, Helen Corbin; brothers, 
James Morgan, Wilburn 
Morgan, R.C. Morgan; and her 
daughter-in-law, Robin Dyer. 
Hanceville Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the Dyer family.

Sandra Gayle Bailey, 75
Funeral services for Sandra 
Gayle Bailey, 75, of Hanceville 
will be 2 p.m., Monday June 29, 
at Hanceville Funeral Home 
Chapel.  Burial will follow the 
service at Laodicea Cemetery.  
Visitation will be prior to the 
service from noon-2 p.m. at 
Hanceville Funeral Home. Mrs. 
Bailey was born Feb. 13, 1950, 
in Cullman County, Alabama.  
She passed away June 23, 2026, 
in Cullman County, Alabama. 
Mrs. Bailey is survived by 
her husband, Alvin Bailey; 
children, Joy Blankenship 
(Matt), Matthew Bailey; 
grandchildren, Kyra Bailey, 
Owen Bailey, Ryan Blankenship, 
Riley Blankenship; sisters, 
Linda Davis, Hilda Hinton, 
Ann Wheeler; and a host of 
nieces and nephews. Hanceville 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the Bailey family. 
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‘Shrek the Musical’ coming June 26-27

Cullman Regional Hospice MEGA CASH Draw Down Set for July 23

Emily McMunn
emily@cullmantribune.com

Staff Reports
Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. — Step into 
a beautiful world as every-
one's favorite ogre, Shrek, 
leads a cast of fairytale misfits 
on an adventure to rescue a 
princess and find true accep-
tance. Part romance and part 

twisted fairytale, “Shrek the 
Musical” is bound to make 
you smile.
	 Heirlooms Fine & Per-
forming Arts will stage the 
production on Friday, June 
26, at 7 p.m. and Saturday, 
June 27, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. at 
the Burrow Center at Wallace 
State.

	 Journey with the cast on 
a medieval, heartwarming 
adventure, learning about 
self-acceptance, true friend-
ship and looking past appear-
ances.
	 Tickets are $10 and can 
be purchased at www.heir-
loomsfineandperforming-
arts.com.

CULLMAN, Ala. — Hospice 
of Cullman County, Inc. of 
Cullman Regional Hospice 
will host its MEGA CASH 
Draw Down, its largest annual 
fundraiser, Thursday, July 23, 
at 6 p.m. at St. John’s Evangel-

ical Protestant Church. The 
event, which benefits indigent 
patients, will feature a chance 
to win $10,000 while also en-
joying dinner, door prizes and 
much more.
	 Dinner will be served to 
ticket holders at 5:30 p.m. 
with the MEGA CASH Draw 
Down beginning promptly at 

6. In addition, the event will 
have prizes and auction items, 
including a five-night Destin 
beach getaway.
	 Tickets cost $100 each; 
however, ticket holders can 
add $25 insurance to their 
ticket, which allows the ticket 
to have a second chance at 
the grand prize. As an added 

bonus to ticket holders who 
attend, there will be a chance 
to win additional cash prizes 
of $500 and $1,000. All 
monies raised will fund indi-
gent patient care.
	 Tickets for the Draw Down 
can be purchased from the 
Cullman Regional Hospice 
office – or can be purchased 

from one of the following 
Hospice of Cullman County, 
Inc. board members: Frances 
Cooper, Nell Dunlap, Blanche 
Kent, Clara Kent, Mike Man-
ning, Deborah McAfee, Bill 
Oliver, Missy Blaylock, Kami 
Borden, Randy Weathersby, 
Rex Adams, Trystan Weaver, 
Wade Bentley or Willie 

Crider.
	 The MEGA CASH Draw 
Down will be held at St. 
John’s Evangelical Protestant 
Church, located at 512 Second 
Ave. SE, Cullman. 
	 For more information or 
to buy tickets for the Draw 
Down, please call the Hospice 
office at 256-739-5185.

Get ready for ‘Tron: Ares’ at Movies at 
Art Park June 26
Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
Parks, Recreation & Sports 
Tourism will host Summer 
Movies at Art Park (1031 
Second St. SW) on Friday, 
June 26. The movie will be 
“Tron: Ares” and will begin 
at 8 p.m. 
	 CPRST’s Christy Turner 

recently told The Tribune, 
“When we’re choosing 
movies, we’re looking for 
something families can enjoy 
together.
	 "We want parents, grand-
parents and kids to have a 
reason to come out, spend 
time together and enjoy a fun 
evening in the park.” 
	 “Tron: Ares” is the third 
movie in the “Tron” series 

that began in 2010. It follows 
a digital soldier named Ares, 
who was created by a rival 
tech corporation. It is a fam-
ily-friendly science action 
film that features a race to 
bring digital constructs into 
reality.
	 Art Park has restrooms 
on-site, but bring anything 
else your family might need 
during the film.




