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Paige Adams case enters pretrial stage after resignation, arrest and 32-count indictment

Cullman City Council imposes temporary moratorium on data centers

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cullman City Council at its meeting on Monday, June 22, adopted a temporary morato-rium on data centers.What is a data center?

According to The Brookings Institution:“Data centers host a large number of file servers and networking equipment that can store, process, and ana-lyze text, images, code, and other information sources. Guided by large language models (LLMs) and machine 

learning, data centers can parse through these mate-rials and act autonomously upon the derived insights. The applications that are hosted at these facilities can summarize text, edit photos or videos, examine data, code software, and perform many administrative and financial 

tasks in real time. These ap-plications offer tremendous convenience, efficiency, and effectiveness to consumers, businesses, and govern-ments.  “‘Hyperscale’ data cen-ters typically have more than 5,000 file servers within their facilities and can 

CULLMAN, Ala. — What began as an internal school system complaint involv-ing then-Cold Springs High School teacher and head girls’ basketball coach Paige Parker Adams has become a 32-count criminal case, a 

pending constitutional chal-lenge and a closely watched pretrial fight over how Ala-bama’s school employee sex offense statutes apply under the facts alleged. Adams, 35, is charged in Cullman County Circuit Court with one count of school employee engaging in a sex act with a student, a 

Class B felony; one count of school employee engaging in sexual contact with a stu-dent, a Class C felony; and 30 counts of distributing or soliciting obscene material to or from a student, each a Class A misdemeanor, ac-cording to court records. Adams has pleaded not guilty. All charges are allega-

tions. She is presumed inno-cent unless and until proven guilty in court. The case is pending before Circuit Judge Emily N. Johnston under case number CC-2026-000182.00.The resignationThe case first became public March 25, when 

Chasady Woods chasady@cullmantribune.com
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Cullman’s SOAR Counseling 
named Best of Alabama in 

Therapy and Counseling Services

Hanceville Council approves municipal software upgrade, delays rezoning vote

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — At 
its meeting Thursday, June 
25, the Hanceville City 
Council approved funding 
for a municipal operations 
software modernization 
project and postponed a vote 
on a rezoning request for 
Elm Street.

Municipal operations soft-
ware modernization
The council approved a 
budget amendment to fund 
the modernization of the 
city's payroll, permitting re-
ceipts, human resources and 
timekeeping systems.
 Mayor Nolan Bradford 
is authorized to enter into 
agreements with BS&A Soft-
ware and Andrew's Technol-

ogy for the implementation 
of the new systems. The 
first-year cost is not to exceed 
approximately $107,850, in-
cluding a proposed $97,155 
for BS&A Software and 
$10,695 for Andrew's Tech-
nology's UKG system, pend-
ing final contract review.
 Currently, the city uses 
QuickBooks to manage state 
and federal grants. Officials 

said they were advised to 
transition to a more secure 
platform better suited for 
municipal grant manage-
ment.
 Councilman Robert 
Powell said, "QuickBooks 
is really used for nonprofits 
and small businesses, so we 
began looking at different 
companies that kind of cater 
to small municipalities."

 The city currently relies 
on a paper-based system. Of-
ficials said the new software 
will streamline administra-
tive work, unify departments 
and modernize daily opera-
tions.
 Residents who prefer 
to complete transactions 
on paper will still have that 
option after the new system 
is implemented.

CULLMAN, Ala. — SOAR 
Counseling & Consulting, 
LLC has been recognized as a 
2026 Best of Alabama winner 
in the Counseling & Therapy 
Practices category, earning 
statewide recognition for its 
work supporting the mental 

health needs of individuals 
and families across Cullman 
and beyond.
 The award, presented 
through the Best of Alabama 
Awards, places SOAR among 
a select group of businesses 
recognized by readers and 
editors of Guide to Alabama. 
According to award organiz-
ers, fewer than 10% of Ala-

bama businesses receive the 
distinction each year.
 “We are so honored to 
share that we have been 
voted Best of Alabama 2026,” 
said Sarah Daily, founder and 
Licensed Professional Coun-
selor Supervisor (LPCS) at 
SOAR. “This recognition 
reflects the dedication, com-
passion and professionalism 

of our team, who work each 
day to support the mental 
health and well-being of indi-
viduals, couples, children and 
families throughout Cullman 
and the state of Alabama.”
 Located in Cullman, 
SOAR Counseling & Consult-
ing specializes in helping cli-
ents navigate challenges such 
as anxiety, trauma, 

Liz Tankersley
liz@cullmantribune.com
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Fairview’s Samantha 
Sprouse publishes 
mystery book

This caged dog was recovered 
from one of Adams’ 
properties. Photo was an 
exhibit in case United States 
v. Carlton Adams, No. 2:24-
CR-00122, NDAL.

USDOJ
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78 dogs rescued; Alabama 
man gets 10 years on 
federal dog fighting, 
firearms charges
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Do your part to 
prevent child 
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Cullman Bowling 
Center celebrates 
50 years » PAGE 5

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

From left to right are Brianna Gleen LPC, Sarah Daily LPC, Caitlin Teuscher ALC and Josie Vines LPC.
SOAR COUNSELING & CONSULTING, LLC
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‘Shrek the Musical 
Kids’ a sold-out hit

Cullman County tourism generates more than 
$325M in economic impact in 2025, outpacing state 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Tour-
ism continues to be a major 
economic driver for Cullman 
County, generating more 
than $325.5 million in visi-
tor spending and supporting 

3,468 jobs in 2025, according 
to the newly released Ala-
bama Tourism Department 
Economic Impact Report.
 The report shows Cull-
man County experienced 
one of the strongest years on 
record, with visitor spending 
increasing 16.3% over the 

previous year — more than 
four times Alabama's state-
wide tourism growth rate of 
4%.
 "Cullman County's tour-
ism industry continues to 
reach new heights, creating 
meaningful economic oppor-
tunities for our communities, 

businesses and residents," 
said Harmony Heard, exec-
utive director of Visit Cull-
man. 
 "Tourism is creating jobs, 
supporting local businesses, 
generating tax revenue and 
improving quality of life for 
our residents."

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Heirlooms Fine & Perform-
ing Arts staged “Shrek the 
Musical Kids” June 26-27 
at Wallace State Communi-
ty College’s Burrow Center. 
Founder Paige Clabo said her 
students decided the musi-
cal was the perfect choice 
for them, and the audience 
couldn't have agreed more as 
they roared with laughter. 
 Dexter White (Shrek) 
and Jaxon Dupre (Donkey) 
brought joy and excitement 
to the stage with their hys-
terical emotion, while Veron-
ica (Ve) Harding (Princess 
Fiona) had the dramatic 
flair that all true princesses 
need. And one cannot forget 
the calm yet eccentric Abe 
Warren (Pinocchio). 

 Clabo said she hoped that 
by choosing this musical her 
students would learn a valu-
able lesson about kindness, 
unity and acceptance, saying, 
“Kind is the most important 
thing that you can be in the 
world.” 
 Clabo stated that allowing 
the students to choose the 
musical was important to her. 
“I love giving them choices 
because I feel like as a young 
actor I never felt like I had 
a choice. So, I want to give 
them a different opportuni-
ty than I had.” She said she 
wants to create a safe place 
for kids who do theater, and 
welcomes all ages to join in 
on the creative experience.
 The students let their 
talent shine as it only took 
them nine days to learn and 
perfect this musical. Older 
students acted as mentors 

and examples for younger 
actors. Said Clabo, “Luckily, 
theater is such a collaborative 
effort that my older students 
have been such a great exam-
ple to my younger students, 
and really strive to be like 
them. Many of the children 
that you saw tonight, this is 
their first show ever. So, the 
fact that they did that in nine 
days is crazy.”
 It took two hours for the 
students to prepare for the 
show on Friday night. White’s 
makeup and prosthetics 
alone took an hour and a half 
to complete. Clabo said she 
likes to make each actor feel 
special and the attention to 
detail is even more important 
because the young actors de-
serve to feel as if this show is 
their big moment.
 At the end of the show we 
were able to talk with a few 

members of the cast to ask 
some entertaining questions. 
We spoke with Dexter White, 
Jaxon Dupre, Abe Warren 
and Veronica (Ve) Harding. 
 We first asked White, “If 
you could transform into 
any fairytale creature from 
Duloc in real life, who would 
it be and why?” “The Big Bad 
Wolf,” stated White. “He’s the 
funniest in the movie.” 
 Dupre seemed to be 
happy being exactly who he 
was “Donkey is funny, hilar-
ious even, and just has a fun 
time.” 
 Warren, interestingly 
enough, agreed that the role 
he had in the play is the role 
he'd take in real life. "There's 
something about having a 
nose that grows that really 
pulls me in.” 
 Hearding stated, “I’d 
probably be the 

Staff Reports
Contributor

The Cullman Amateur 
Radio Club held its Field 
Day June 27-28, 2026, at 
Veterans Memorial Pavilion 
at Sportsman 
Lake Park.

EMILY MCMUNN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Cullman Amateur Radio 
Club holds Field Day

Montgomery Miller’s 
daughter, Vella, completes a 
three-step ollie at Skate Depot 
Park in Cullman.

EMILY MCMUNN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 5

‘Every kid decided 
they think 
skateboarding is fun’

Cullman County 4th of 
July and America 250 
events guide » PAGE 5

4th of July Jeep 
Invasion – America's 
Block Party set for July 
3-4 in Cullman » PAGE 2

Dripping Springs Chapter 
of the DAR hosting 
Genealogy Workshop 
July 9 » PAGE 8

Emily McMunn
emily@cullmantribune.com

Heirlooms Fine & Performing Arts staged “Shrek the Musical Kids” June 26-27 at Wallace State Community College’s Burrow Center.
EMILY MCMUNN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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HEATING AND AIR
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MONDAY–FRIDAY: 7AM–7PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY: 7AM–12PM

1761 US HWY 278 WEST
CULLMAN, AL 35057

Run for Good 5K & Fun Run raises 
funds for Good Samaritan Health Clinic

Fireworks safety: Know local 
rules before lighting up the Fourth
CULLMAN, Ala. — Fire-
works are a familiar part of 
Independence Day celebra-
tions, but local and state offi-
cials are reminding residents 
to know the law, watch the 

weather and take basic fire 
precautions before lighting 
anything.
	 The Alabama Cooperative 
Extension System is urging 
residents to use extra caution 
around dry grass, pine straw, 
wooded areas, homes and 
other structures.

	 Andrea Robards, a for-
estry, wildlife and natural 
resources Extension agent at 
Auburn University, said Ala-
bama’s summer heat can dry 
ground fuels quickly, even 
after rain.
	 “It is pretty amazing 
how quickly our 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Flores 
Eyecare hosted the inaugural 
Run for Good 5K & Fun Run 
on Saturday, June 27, with 
proceeds benefiting the Good 
Samaritan Health Clinic. The 
event was bigger and better 
than they could have hoped 
for, according to Good Sa-
maritan Executive Director 
Jolanda Hutson.
	 “The feedback we have re-
ceived has been overwhelm-
ingly positive,” Hutson said. 
“One avid runner said it 
was one of the best courses 
and organized races she's 
been a part of, and that she 
would definitely run again. 
A favorite moment I had was 
seeing all the runners at the 
start of the 5K race when 
the horn blew and just being 

overwhelmed by a sense of 
gratitude to everyone who 
came out to run the race in 
support of the clinic. And, at 
that moment, truly under-
standing the amount of time 
and effort it takes to host a 
successful well-run event.”
	 She continued, “I can't 
thank Reed and Dr. Flores 
enough for all the time they 
have devoted to this event 
over the last several weeks. 
They have been amazing to 
work with, and I hope this 
is just the beginning of a 
partnership between Flores 
Eyecare and Good Samaritan 
Health Clinic that will benefit 
our community for years to 
come.”
	 Cullman High School 
Senior Reed Flores said his 
interest in a career in med-
icine and healthcare was a 
huge part of the planning 

process for the 5K, and they 
want to make this an annual 
event that continues to make 
an impact. 
	 “I discussed this with 
my dad, so we started brain-
storming an impactful and 
possible way to make this a 
reality,” he said. “When we 
approached the Good Samar-
itan Health Clinic with the 
5K fundraiser idea for them 
earlier this year, they were 
immediately supportive, so 
we started planning. Since 
my dad’s office was the pre-
senting sponsor, we got to 
work together a good bit, lift-
ing a lot of the weight off my 
shoulders. Also, 100% of the 
money we raised goes toward 
the Good Samaritan Health 
Clinic.” 
	 Reed Flores said the 
overall response was amaz-
ing – from all who sponsored, 

donated and participated.
	 “It was incredible seeing 
the excitement building up 
to the event and the excite-
ment on the day of,” Flores 
said. “Everyone seemed to 
have a great time. We had so 
many participants mention 
that the course was great, the 
volunteers and police officers 
were great and the event ran 
very well.
	 "This was definitely a 
relief, because this being our 
first time doing anything like 
this, it was very stressful. De-
spite all the fun that came on 
race day, my favorite moment 
from that morning was easily 
the huge hug my mom had 
given me, as well as her tell-
ing me that she is proud of 
me.” 
	 Hutson shared a little 
about what the Good Samar-
itan does for the 

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com

PET OF THE WEEK

Minnie, a diamond 
in the rough

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
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Fireworks capped off the night's festivities 
at Heritage Park back in 2018.
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CCAS urges pet owners 
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Independence Day 
celebrations » PAGE 7

Cullman Christian 
School Science 
Club raising funds 
for travel » PAGE 5

Hanceville America 
250 Community 
Celebration set for 
July 25 » PAGE 2

EDITORIAL

Alabama’s age-of-
consent debate is not as 
simple as a Facebook 
comment » PAGE 5

Lauren Estes 
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Flores Eyecare hosted the inaugural Run for Good 5K & Fun Run on Saturday, June 27, 2026, with 
proceeds benefiting the Good Samaritan Health Clinic. The event was bigger and better than they 
could have hoped for, according to Good Samaritan Executive Director Jolanda Hutson.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

The Poetry of Recovery: Recov-
ery Support Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 514 
Cleveland Ave. SW in Cullman. 
Facebook/The Poetry of Recovery. 
Contact Jeff at 727-542-6413 or 
John at 256-636-0612.

Cullman County Historical Soci-
ety Meetings
We meet the fourth Sunday of the 
month from 2-4 p.m. at the Cull-
man County Museum. Each meet-
ing features a specific program or 
speaker. Join us!

Attention Senior Citizens
• If you are 60 or over, please come 
to the Cullman Senior Center at 
1539 Sportsman Lake Road NW 
and have some fun with us and eat 
lunch. Good fun, good friends and 
good food. Different things going 
on Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-
noon.
• Volunteers needed to deliver 
meals to homebound. Call Com-
mission on Aging for info. 256-
734-1241.  

Cullman County Republican 
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman VFW. 
President Cathi Bradford: “We 
are going to begin training to track 
legislation in Montgomery. If you 
need information, you can directly 
message me on Facebook.” Full 
meals at 5:30. Meetings start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon 
and 1-3:30 p.m. We are located at 
1503 Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support 
Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Alabama 
Career Center, 1201 Katherine St. 
NW in Cullman. Contact Olivia 
Wade, case manager, at 256-389-
2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Baileyton 
fire station next to the town’s park. 
Beauty and health products, toys, 
home goods, pet items, food and 
many everyday items. A donation 
of $20 will allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a shopper can 
fill a large box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some 
restrictions and product limits 
on the items. Cash and checks ac-
cepted. Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and capital 
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Alco-
holics Anonymous has open AA 
meetings (all are welcome) Mon-
days and Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. 
at the Carriage House, located next 
to Grace Episcopal Church, 305 
Arnold St. NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 Ala-
bama Highway 157. CLOSED liter-
ature study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the Donald 
E. Green Adult Active Center, 
1625 Cleveland Ave. SW. The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss and man-
agement through weekly meetings 
providing information, account-
ability, support and encourage-
ment where you make the changes 
that make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by someone 
else’s addiction. We offer Help by 
sharing our experiences, strength 
and hope. We carry the message 
of hope by letting others know that 

they are not alone by practicing 
the 12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. We 
Respect Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious one, but 
a spiritual way of life. Meetings 
will be held at The Ruehl Building 
(Family Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings at 6 
p.m. Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don or 
Nancy McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more infor-
mation. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected by 
alcoholism. The Cullman Seren-
ity Al-Anon Group meets each 
Monday at noon at 1519 St. Joseph 
Dr. NE. There is also a Zoom 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
The Courage to Change Al-Anon 
Family Group meets on Thurs-
days at 6 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church at 305 Arnold St. NE in the 
Carriage House, located between 
the church and the Arnold House 
on the corner. For more informa-
tion call 256-734-2231 or 256-531-
4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	
•
• Church Services: Spirit Life 
Church 
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cullman
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcullman@gmail.
com
• FB-Spirit Life Church Cullman
• Friday, July 3 – Celebrate Recov-
ery. Fellowship and testimonies. 
Hurts, habits and hang-ups are a 
part of everyone's life. Come and 
see how to overcome these and 
more! Dinner at 6 p.m. Meeting 
starts at 6:30. Childcare provid-
ed. Special guest – The Lovelady 
Center            
• Sunday, July 5 – 8:15 a.m. Van 
runs in 5 Points Area. Call Betty 
Hays at 256-338-3728 for pickup. 
Breakfast at 9:30. Bible study 
classes for children, youth and 
adults at 10. Praise and worship 
and message by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd at 11. Prayer service at 2 p.m.

Shirley Burden Public Library in 
Hanceville
• The library is open Tuesday-Fri-
day 8 a.m.-5 p.m. (closed from 
noon-1 p.m.) and Saturdays from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Join us on Facebook for 
weekly details or please feel free to 
call us at 256-352-0685. Follow 
Facebook/Hanceville Public Li-
brary for event details. 
• July 1 BREAK
• Wednesday, July 8, 10 a.m. "My 
feathered friends" with Cullman 
Soil and Water – Millie Keel
• Wednesday, July 8, 1 p.m. Cro-
chet class 
• Wednesday, July 15, 10 a.m. 
"Raptor Outreach" by Cullman 
Extension 4-H Kerri Roberts
• Wednesday, July 15, 1 p.m. Cro-
chet class 
• Saturday, July 18, 10 a.m. Adult 
book club 
• Saturday, July 18, 11 a.m. Teen 
Club
• Wednesday, July 22, 10 a.m. 
“Lasting Impressions- Fossils-ar-
tifacts” by Chris & Jake, AL State 
Museum, Montgomery
• Wednesday, July 29, 10 a.m. 
“Quest to the Core” McWane Sci-
ence Center
• Friday, July 31, 6 p.m. Poetry 
Night 
• Wednesday, Aug. 5, 10 a.m. 
Children's author Ernie Swindle 
(bringing Matilda the Donkey for 
petting, located in the back parking 
lot)
• Friday, Aug. 7, 10 a.m. "Larry the 
Magician" a happy, interactive 
program full of laughter. This is his 
last season performing; he is retir-
ing after this summer.
• Wednesday, Aug. 12, 10 a.m. Sto-
rytime Cullman Extension 4-H 
Kerri Roberts
• Saturday, Aug. 15, 10 a.m. Adult 

book club
• Wednesdays, 1-3 p.m., Crochet 
class 

Guy Hunt Library Summer 
Reading Program 
Make plans to join us at Guy Hunt 
Library in Holly Pond on Tuesdays 
at 11 a.m. for the Summer Reading 
Program! Drinks and snacks will 
be provided. For more information 
contact the Guy Hunt Library at 
256-796-5226, or guyhuntli-
brary@gmail.com.

Dripping Springs DAR Cele-
brates America 250 – Dedica-
tion of DAR Revolutionary War 
Monument
Friday, July 3, at 10 a.m. at Veter-
ans Memorial Park at Sportsman 
Lake Park, 1544 Sportsman Lake 
Road NW, Cullman. Questions? 
Contact Dr. Nancy C. Horton at 
256-309-1936.

Smith Lake Park 4th of July 
Fireworks Festival
Saturday, July 4, from 9 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Fireworks at 9 p.m. There will be a 
full lineup of live music, including 
More Cowbell, The Connection, 
Albert Simpson and Taylor Hicks. 
There will also be food vendors 
and arts and crafts vendors all day, 
plus games and golf cart parade 
Admission is $5 per person or $20 
per vehicle. 

Vinemont 4th of July Celebra-
tion
Sunday, July 5, at the Vinemont 
Sports Complex. Gates open at 6 
p.m. Fireworks show starts at 9. 
Celebration of America 250 and 
65 years of incorporation for the 
Town of South Vinemont. Food, 
kids’ play zone and fireworks. 
Presented by the Town of South 
Vinemont and Vinemont Baptist 
Church.  

Pleasant View Missionary Bap-
tist Church Summer Revival 
Sunday, July 5, at 5 p.m. Singing 
with Refined as our guest. Services 
will run day and night, Monday, 
July 6, through Friday, July 10. 
Morning services at 10:30 and eve-
ning services at 7 with preachers 
from our church preaching. Lunch 
will be served each day after the 
morning service and we will have 
a prayer room at 6:45 before each 
evening service. All are invited. 
If you can't come, please pray for 
us. The church is located on U.S. 
Highway 278 East approximately 
2 miles east of Holly Pond on the 
left. For more information, call 
256-339-1862 or 256-590-1501.

America 250 Genealogy Work-
shop  
Thursday, July 9, 1-3 p.m., Thurs-
day, July 9, at the Traditions Bank 
Annex, 109 Second Ave. NW.  Open 
to the public. Bring your laptop if 
you wish. Sponsored by Dripping 
Springs Chapter DAR.  

Heartland Quilt Guild Meeting
Thursday, July 9, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Christ Covenant Church, 1310 St. 
Joseph Dr. NW Cullman. Quilters 
of all experience levels are wel-
come.

Annual David Speegle Family 
Reunion
Sunday, July 12, 2026, at the Spee-
gle Family Point (334 County Rd 
321, Crane Hill, AL  35053) be-
ginning around 10:30 a.m.  Please 
join us and bring a covered dish for 
lunch at noon.  Contact Judy Shan-
non (256-338-0676) or Terry Phil-
lips (256-656-3327) if you need 
additional information.  Come eat 
and enjoy the day with us at the 
beautiful Speegle Family Point.

Cullman County Soil & Water 
Conservation District Quarterly 
Board Meeting 
Tuesday, July 14, at 9:30 a.m. at the 
USDA Service Center, 501 Fourth 
St. SW, Cullman.

Little Pink Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 6-9 p.m. at 
The Venue at Stone Bridge Farms. 
Tickets on sale now! www.cull-
manbosombuddies.com/service/
little-pink-dress-event 

CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported July 1
Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported July 1, 2026. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

June 25
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $119; Hwy. 157

June 29
•	 criminal trespass-2nd 
degree; person; Cleveland 

Ave. NW
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree; person; Kress St.
•	 identity theft; theft of 
property-1st degree; person; 
cash; $3,000
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; sunglass-
es; $20; Hwy. 157

June 30
•	 assault-3rd degree; 
person; Mitchell Rd. NE
•	 theft of property-2nd 
degree; person; cash; $2,500

ARRESTS
June 29-30
McCormick, Jeffery S.; 37
•	 criminal trespass-2nd 
degree

Speegle, Jonathan S.; 55
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

Thrasher, Brandy G.; 48
•	 possession of controlled 
substances
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Haney, Michael T.; 29
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

Odeneal, Barbara C.; 58
•	 FTA – DUI

Cruce, Caleb E.; 23
•	 receiving stolen proper-
ty-1st degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com. 256-352-2221

315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE
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Safety (from Front)
ground fuels can dry out in 
the absence of rain,” Robards 
said. “Even after a period of 
heavy rain like we’ve been ex-
periencing, the summer sun 
can dry out grass, leaves and 
other ground cover quickly.”
	 ACES recommends 
choosing a large, open launch 
area with little or no vegeta-
tion. As a general safety rule, 
fireworks should be used 
about 300 feet from forests, 
woodlands, fields and grass-
lands, and at least 150 feet 
from homes and other build-
ings.
	 Robards also recom-
mends clearing leaves, pine 
straw, grass clippings and 
other flammable materials 
from the launch area with a 
leaf blower, rake or broom. 
A non-combustible surface, 
such as concrete, is best.
	 Local laws vary across 
Cullman County.
	 In the city of Cullman, 
consumer-grade fireworks 
are prohibited inside city 
limits. Fireworks also cannot 
be sold, manufactured or 
stored in the city. Profession-
al fireworks displays are han-
dled separately and require 
proper approval.
	 Cullman’s special event 
materials also state that 
events involving pyrotech-
nics must be submitted to 
the Cullman City Council 30 
days before the event, and 
organizers must contact the 
fire marshal for city and state 
requirements. 
	 Events involving ampli-
fied music, speaking or exces-
sive noise must conclude by 
10 p.m. unless otherwise ap-
proved. Noise complaints are 
investigated by the Cullman 
Police Department.
	 In Hanceville, fireworks 
may only be discharged 
during specific holiday win-
dows unless a variance is 
granted. Under Hanceville 
Ordinance No. 581, fireworks 
may be discharged after 5 
p.m. July 4 and from mid-
night until 1 a.m. July 5. The 
ordinance also allows fire-
works after 5 p.m. Dec. 31 and 
from midnight until 1 a.m. 

Jan. 1.
	 Hanceville prohibits 
bottle rockets, rockets of 
all types and certain aerial 
fireworks. The ordinance 
also prohibits fireworks on 
sidewalks, streets, alleys, city 
parks, public property or 
inside buildings. Violations 
may carry a fine of up to $500 
or imprisonment of up to 180 
days, or both.
	 In Good Hope, private 
residents may use fireworks 
for personal use, but public 
pyrotechnic displays are reg-
ulated and require proper 
permitting. Public displays 
must be submitted to the 
Good Hope City Council 
at least 30 days before the 
planned event and require 
proof of a state fire marshal 
permit.
	 Residents in other Cull-
man County municipalities 
or in unincorporated areas 
should check with their town 
hall, fire department or the 
Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office before buying or dis-
charging fireworks. Local or-
dinances may be stricter than 
state law.
	 State law also places 
limits on where fireworks 
may be used. The Alabama 
State Fire Marshal’s Office 
states fireworks may not be 
ignited within 600 feet of 
any church, hospital, public 
school or enclosed building, 
within 200 feet of where 
fireworks are stored or sold, 
from or into a motor vehicle 
or toward another person or 
group of people. Illegal devic-
es such as M-80s and cherry 
bombs are prohibited.
	 Weather should also be 
part of the decision. ACES 
said high wind, low humidity, 
drought and high tempera-
tures can increase fire danger. 
Robards said fire danger in-
creases when relative humid-
ity falls below 30%, especially 
when wind is also present.
	 “Many wildfires occur 
under drought conditions be-
cause fuels ignite more read-
ily and burn more intensely,” 
Robards said.
	 The National Weather 

Service issues fire weather 
watches and red flag warn-
ings when conditions are fa-
vorable for rapid fire growth. 
If those alerts are in effect, 
fireworks should be avoided.
	 If a fire starts, call 911 im-
mediately, even if it appears 
small. Robards said callers 
should provide an exact lo-
cation and remove anything 
that could slow emergency 
access, such as locked gates 
or barriers.
	 “Wildfires in pine straw, 
grasses and brush can spread 
quickly and may reignite after 
appearing extinguished,” 
Robards said. “Early notifica-
tion gives firefighters the best 
chance to contain the fire 
before it threatens people, 
property or natural resourc-
es.”
	 After fireworks are used, 
allow them to cool, soak them 
in water and place them in a 
noncombustible container, 
such as a metal trash can. 
Residents should also check 
the area for smoldering 
debris.
	 “Proper disposal and 
post-event inspection can 
help prevent accidental 
fires,” Robards said.
	 Fireworks debris can also 
harm wildlife, soil and wa-
terways. Cleaning up paper, 
plastic and metal waste 
quickly helps protect nearby 
yards, fields, creeks and natu-
ral areas.

Safety reminders:
•	 Never let young children 
handle fireworks or spar-
klers.
•	 Never use fireworks while 
impaired by alcohol or drugs.
•	 Light fireworks one at a 
time, then move back quickly.
•	 Keep a hose, bucket of 
water or fire extinguisher 
nearby.
•	 Never relight or pick up a 
malfunctioning firework.
•	 Keep pets indoors and 
secure before fireworks 
begin.
•	 Anyone who sees a fire, 
injury, unsafe fireworks ac-
tivity or emergency should 
call 911.

Minnie (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Meet Minnie, 
a German Shepherd who is ap-
proximately 4 months old. This 
medium-energy girl with a cheery 
spirit and a shy, tender heart is The 
Cullman Tribune Pet of the Week.
	 This precious pup loves the 
pool, especially when she is chas-
ing her ball. She also enjoys a good 
romp in the large yard, but she 
never gets too far ahead. Minnie 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Hanceville America 250 Community 
Celebration set for July 25
Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
The City of Hanceville and 
Hanceville Parks and Recre-
ation will host the Hanceville 
America 250 Community 
Celebration on Saturday, 
July 25, from noon-9 p.m., 
at C.W. Day Park. The free 
event will feature live music, 
food trucks, local vendors, a 
touch-a-truck experience, a 
children's activity zone, free 
admission to the Hanceville 
Pool and a fireworks show to 
end the night at 8:45, giving 
families a full day of fun in 
celebration of America's 
250th anniversary.
	 "We are incredibly excit-

ed to host the America 250 
celebration, but what excites 
us most is that this is just 
the beginning," said Hancev-
ille Parks and Recreation 
Director David Wasilewski. 
"Consider this event the 
foundation for a new chapter 
of community gatherings. 
We're laying the groundwork 
to bring bigger, better and 
more frequent events to our 
city for everyone to enjoy."
	 This year's celebration 
will also incorporate the 
annual Hanceville Grilled 
Cheese Festival, which was 
postponed in May. Many of 
the festival's vendors and 
sponsors will also be part of 
the America 250 celebration, 
bringing the two community 

events together into one day.
	 "We're excited to bring 
the community together for 
Hanceville's America 250 
Celebration," said Hanceville 
Mayor Nolan Bradford. "This 
will be a great day for fami-
lies, neighbors and visitors to 
celebrate our country, enjoy 
our park and make memories 
right here in Hanceville."
	 For more information 
and future event updates, 
visit the Hanceville America 
250 Community Celebra-
tion page or contact David 
Wasilewski at dwasilewski@
cityofhanceville.net for event 
details.
	 C.W. Day Park is locat-
ed at 100 Michelle St. NW, 
Hanceville, AL, 35077. 
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COMMUNITY CORNER

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

FOR SALE
BREATHE FREELY AT 
HOME! Central Boiler's 
Classic Edge Titanium 
HDX OUTDOOR wood 
furnace eliminates indoor 
smoke for healthier living. 
Boilerworx Plus-serving 
Cullman and surrounding 
areas. Call 256-347-6832!

SERVICES
MYRA'S DECORATION 
FLOWERS is now open 
Thurs-Sat from 10am-
5pm. Myra's is conve-
niently located on CR 
1343 close to Vinemont 
Super Saver. With over 20 
years experience we will 
create your custom ar-
rangements with quality 
silk flowers. Prices range 
between $5.00-$48.00. 
Call or text 256-595-9748 
to order. Come and let me 
save you money!

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area and 
do repairs to protect your 
family and your home's 
value! If you have water in 
your home that needs to 
be dried, Call 24/7: 1-833-
879-1371 Have zip code 
of service location ready 
when you call! 

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service avail-
able for appliance repair. 
Washer/Dryer, Dishwash-
er, Refrigerator, Stove/

Oven and all major appli-
ances. Certified, Insured 
techs. Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to schedule your 
appointment now! 1-877-
441-0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and shower 
systems at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES! Lifetime warran-
ty & professional installs. 
Call Now! 1-877-583-6484

SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million 
readers each week!  Run 
your ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 per 
week! Make one call to this 
newspaper (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is to 
advertise statewide! 

WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no 
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and 

text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-833-
650-7885

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! 
A cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 50 
Pill Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-877-651-8016

FOR SALE
SUNSETTER. AMER-
ICA’S NUMBER ONE 
AWNING! Instant shade 
at the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor 
oasis. Up to 10-year limit-
ed warranty. Call now and 
SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 
1-877-817-4697 www.den-
tal50plus.com/alabama 
#6258

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-

TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you can 
save! 1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING?  Call today to 
schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting 
& Flooring. Call Today! 
1-877-403-4821

NO MORE CLEANING 
OUT GUTTERS. Guar-
anteed! LeafFilter is the 
most advanced gutter 
protection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime trans-
ferrable warranty. Call 
today 1-833-683-2005 to 
schedule a FREE inspec-
tion and no obligation es-
timate. Plus get 20% off! 
Seniors and military save 
an additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see repre-
sentative for warranty and 
offer details

AUTOMOTIVE
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 
1-877-724-3049 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

256-352-2221
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Minnie (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Meet Minnie, 
a German Shepherd who is ap-
proximately 4 months old. This 
medium-energy girl with a cheery 
spirit and a shy, tender heart is The 
Cullman Tribune Pet of the Week.
	 This precious pup loves the 
pool, especially when she is chas-
ing her ball. She also enjoys a good 
romp in the large yard, but she 
never gets too far ahead. Minnie 

likes to look back often, making 
sure her person is still close by.
	 In her kennel, Minnie is ever 
so quiet. She is gentle, observant 
and waiting for the right person to 
help her confidence shine. Minnie 
is a true diamond in the rough. 
With encouragement, patience 
and love, she has everything she 
needs to grow into a loyal and de-
voted companion. 
	 The shelter said there was 
never a more perfect choice for a 
therapy or companion dog.
	 Minnie’s adoption fee is $130, 

which includes a general exam at 
the vet, vaccines, dewormer, rabies 
vaccine and spaty.
	 Visit the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 935 Convent 
Road NE. It’s open Monday 
through Friday, from 9 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. Contact the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 256-734-
5448 or cullmananimalshelter@
co.cullman.al.us.          
	 If Minnie has already been 
adopted, be sure to check out her 
friends at the shelter. One of them 
may be waiting just for you.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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Sammy Confer 
sammy@cullmantribune.com

‘It really felt like we were a family’: Bentley 
Childers reflects on on her career at Hanceville
CULLMAN, Ala. — Former 
Hanceville multi-sport ath-
lete Bentley Childers walked 
the stage and received her 
diploma back in May, and in 
an interview with the Tri-
bune, she shared some of her 
favorite memories from her 
Bulldog career.
	 “For volleyball, my favor-
ite memory is coming back 
from my previous ACL injury 
better than before and still 
being able to earn my spot on 
front row, as well as playing 
all the way around. For bas-
ketball, my favorite memory 
is the girls getting to prac-
tice before our coaches and 
putting on the early 2000’s 
uniforms, and watching their 
reactions to us wearing them 
to warm up as they walked in. 
Even though I didn’t get to 
participate in track this year, 
my favorite memory is going 
to the county meet for the 
first time and placing in two 
of the three events and just 
having a great connection 
with the whole team. Lastly, 
my favorite memory from 
softball is not only coming 
back this year and having the 
best season of my life, perfor-
mance-wise, but also prov-
ing everyone who doubted 
Hanceville High School soft-
ball wrong by going to state 
and making school history 
while doing it.” Childers said. 
	 Bentley played a huge role 
in Hanceville’s amazing run 
to state in softball this year, 
and achieving so much along-
side some great teammates 
and incredible coaches was 
something that she, the team, 
the coaches, and the Bulldog 
community will never forget.
	 “For softball, the team 
really just felt like a family, 
and our new head coach, 
coach Kim Lewis, really made 
it a part of our cluture that 
we are family. We all got close 
with each other, so our bond 
really pushed us to where we 
are.
	 "We pushed each other 
to be the best we can be, and 
it really showed this season. 
Our coaches love and care 
for us, and you can really 
tell by how much time and 
effort they all put into us, 
just pouring into us day in 
and day out. We centered 
our season around not prais-
ing us as players or coaches 
personally, but just giving it 
to God and thanking God for 
what we accomplished. We 

wouldn’t have made it here 
if it wasn’t for Him. All of our 
coaches are great examples of 
people who fall in faith and 
with God. Personally, I have 
created a bond with coach 
Lewis. When she came in, I 
told her that last year, I got sat 
by my coaches at the time due 
to them not wanting to trust 
my strength and speed after 
my previous ACL injury. I felt 
doubted at the time, but she 
really believed in me and my 
abilities. She pushed me to be 
the best teammate and player 
that I could be for my girls. 
Not only that, she helped me 
off the field too with advice. 
Anything I needed help with, 
she was always there. She 
helped push me to be the best 
version of myself, and she 
really made a huge impact on 
my life.” Childers said.
	 Bentley added, “Even 
with me being so down on 
myself, not knowing if I was 
really ready for this season 
or being capable of being the 
best due to being doubted 
by others, she couldn’t have 
come in at a better time. She 
is one of the best things that 
has happened to me, and I 
feel like God gave me and my 
team her for a reason.”
	 She was around some 
great teammates in her other 
sports as well, and she took 
away so much from everyone 
during her sports career.
	 “With all of the sports 
this season, it really felt like 
we were a family, and we had 
great chemistry,” Childers 
said. “I learned that no 
matter what’s going on out-
side of the sport, when we’re 
together practicing or play-
ing, we leave it outside and 
get the job done. We do that 
by giving it our all and 100% 
all the time. The coaches have 
really taught me important 
lessons for the sport, but also 
in life, and they really want to 
see you succeed.”
	 Bentley took part in some 
of her favorite games and 
will deeply miss playing at 
Hanceville.
	 “For volleyball, probably 
the Cullman Christian games, 
because we worked togeth-
er the most. For basketball, 
most likely the Dora game, 
because I got to cheer on my 
teammate and best friend, 
Alex Twitty, as she played 
one of what was many great 
games for her that season. 
There were so many favorite 
games in softball, but my fa-
vorite one was the last game 
that we played in at Region-

als.
	 "Even though it was bit-
tersweet for me due to me 
getting injured in that same 
game, it was my favorite, be-
cause I felt like I was making 
school history as I was play-
ing, and I felt as though it 
made me play better,” she 
said. “I’d been at Hanceville 
since I was in kindergarten 
and played varsity sports 
since I was in seventh grade, 
so with that comes a lot of 
hard work, dedication, blood, 
sweat, and tears, but what 
it also comes with are the 
friendships, relationships, 
and bonds you create along 
the way. I’ll remember the 
fun, late night volleyball 
practices, the tough summer 
workouts and the follow-
ing practices after that. I’ll 
remember all of the seven-
teens we ran in basketball 
(laughs). I’ll remember all of 
the rainy, but fun track meets 
we ran in. Last but not least, 
I’ll always remember making 
school history and going to 
state in softball. All in all, I’ll 
miss my teammates. They’ve 
all helped me along the way. 
They helped me grow to 
become a stronger and better 
athlete, and every one of my 
coaches have all taught me 
at least one valuable lesson 
for the sport and even life. 
I’ll miss playing sports at 
Hanceville and the culture I 
helped create.”
	 She shared a couple of her 
favorite high school memo-
ries and what made Hancev-
ille a special place to go to 
school. She kept her advice 
short and sweet when it came 
to giving advice to those 
people who are fixing to start 
high school in August.
	 “My favorite high school 
memories have got to be the 
pep rallies and the football 
games,” she said. “What made 
Hanceville a special place to 
go to school is just the envi-
ronment and going to school 
with the same people I start-
ed with, even though some 
moved along the way, and 
the pride the school had. My 
advice to them is to keep your 
circle of friends small.”
	 Bentley gives all of the 
credit and glory to God for 
everything that she has done 
so far, not only in sports, but 
in school as well.
	 “Honestly, I give every-
thing to God. He’s the reason 
that I’ve been able to do ev-
erything that I’ve done when 
it comes to being able to play 
sports. We have a team prayer 

before every game with every 
sport I’ve played, but also, I 
like to have mini-prayers with 
Him along the way of games. I 
also take deep breaths before 
hitting and going into the box 
just to reset and let Him help 
me get everything completely 
off my mind and to be ready 
for the next pitch. Academi-
cally, I personally pray before 
big exams and tests and at 
the end of studying for those 
exams and tests, just in case I 
did miss something, He helps 
me remember those things, 
and as a student-athlete, I’ve 
always said that it’s student 
first, then athlete, because 
my academics are what make 
me able to play.” she said.
	 She leans on a couple of 
her favorite Bible verses and 
favorite song to help her get 
through everyday life.
	 “My favorite Bible verses 
are John 3:16 and John 14:6. 
These verses are verses I 
have lived by my whole life 
and have been staples in my 
life since I was young. They 
remind me that there is no 
other way than God’s way, 
and He’s the reason my sins 
are paid for. My favorite song 

is ‘Five More Minutes’ by 
Scotty McCreery, because it 
reminds me to cherish what I 
have left.”
	 She has soaked up a lot of 
things during her walk with 
God so far.
	 “While walking with Him, 
you can’t let worldly things 
make you stray from Him. 

You’re going to have people 
that don’t believe in the same 
things you do, and if they 
don’t support your walk with 
God, then they aren’t your 
true friends, because friends 
will help you with your walk 
with God and support it. 
Keep your eyes on God, and 
don’t go astray.”

LUCAS GRAY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Hanceville’s Bentley Childers

Lucas Gray
lucas@cullmantribune.com

Around the world of sports: July 2, 2026

•	 Superstar Kylian Mbappe 
scored two goals in France’s 
3-0 World Cup win over 
Sweden in the Round of 32. 
At just 27, he trails only the 

legendary Lionel Messi for 
the all-time World Cup goal 
scorer title.
•	 NBA free agency opened 
on Tuesday evening, and 
41-year-old LeBron James 
announced he would not re-
sign with the Los Angeles 

Lakers, making him an unre-
stricted free agent.
•	 Serena Williams, after 
coming out of retirement 
at 44 years of age, lost to 
20-year-old Australian Maya 
Joint in a singles match at 
Wimbledon.

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com
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Hanceville’s Bentley Childers

Debate (from Front)

Every time Alabama 
sees a case involv-
ing an educator, a 
school employee 

and a student, the same public 
argument erupts.
	 One person says the age of 
consent is 16. Another says it 
is 18. Someone else says it is 19.
	 Then someone asks 
whether it matters if the 
student attends a different 
school.
	 The confusion is under-
standable. Alabama law does 
not answer every situation 
with one number. It has 
several different age lines 
depending on the conduct, 
the relationship between the 
people involved and whether 
one person is in a position of 
educational authority, trust or 
access.
	 That is why the phrase 
“age of consent” is often too 
simple for the issue being dis-
cussed.
	 In Alabama, the general 
age-of-consent threshold is 
commonly described as 16 
because Ala. Code § 13A-6-70 
says a person is deemed inca-
pable of consent if he or she is 
less than 16 years old or inca-
pacitated. That is the source 
of the “16” people often cite.
	 But that does not mean 
every sexual situation involv-
ing someone 16 or older is 
automatically lawful. It also 
does not mean every adult has 
the same legal status. Alabama 
law treats certain relation-
ships differently, including 
relationships involving school 
employees and students.
	 That distinction matters.
	 For ordinary criminal-law 
purposes, Alabama has stat-
utes addressing specific age 
ranges. Ala. Code § 13A-6-
61, rape in the first degree, 
includes sexual intercourse 
by a person 16 or older with 
a person who is less than 12 
years old. Ala. Code § 13A-6-
63, sodomy in the first degree, 
includes sodomy by a person 
16 or older with a person who 
is less than 12 years old.
	 For ages 12 through 15, 
Alabama has separate provi-
sions. Ala. Code § 13A-6-62, 
rape in the second degree, ap-
plies when a person 16 or older 
engages in sexual intercourse 
with another person who is 
12 or older but less than 16, if 
the actor is at least two years 
older. Ala. Code § 13A-6-64, 
sodomy in the second degree, 
uses the same 12-to-under-16 
age range and two-year age-
gap language for sodomy.
	 For sexual contact, Ala. 
Code § 13A-6-67, sexual abuse 
in the second degree, includes 
a person 19 or older subjecting 
another person to sexual con-
tact when that person is less 
than 16 but more than 12. Ala. 
Code § 13A-6-69.1 addresses 
sexual abuse of a child less 
than 12 years old by a person 
16 or older.
	 Those are not the only 
laws that may matter in a 
given case. Force, incapacity, 
coercion, obscene material, 
electronic communications, 
child sexual abuse materi-
al, position of authority and 
other facts can change the 
legal analysis.
	 But those statutes show 
why a comment-section 
answer is often incomplete. 
Alabama law is not just one 
number.
	 The issue becomes even 
more specific when the adult 
is a school employee.
	 Alabama has a separate 
article of law titled “Sexual Of-
fenses by School Employees 
Involving a Student.” It begins 
at Ala. Code § 13A-6-80.
	 Ala. Code § 13A-6-80 
defines a school employee 
broadly. It includes a teacher, 
school administrator, student 
teacher, safety or resource 
officer, coach, adult volunteer 
in a position of authority or 
other school employee who 

has contact with a student in 
his or her official capacity as a 
school employee.
	 That same section defines 
a student, for purposes of the 
school-employee article, as 
a person under 19 who is en-
rolled or attending classes in a 
licensed or accredited public, 
private or church school that 
offers instruction in grades 
K-12, regardless of whether 
school is in session.
	 That is why a 16-, 17- or 
18-year-old student is not 
analyzed the same way in a 
school-employee case as in an 
ordinary age-of-consent dis-
cussion.
	 Under Ala. Code § 13A-6-
81, a school employee com-
mits a Class B felony if the 
employee engages in sexual 
intercourse or sodomy with 
a student under 19 or with a 
protected person under 22, as 
defined in Ala. Code § 15-25-1.
	 Under Ala. Code § 13A-6-
82, a school employee com-
mits a Class C felony if the 
employee has sexual contact 
with a student under 19 or 
with a protected person under 
22. The same section also ad-
dresses soliciting, persuading, 
encouraging, harassing or 
enticing a student to engage 
in a sex act, including sexual 
intercourse, sodomy or sexual 
contact.
	 Both Ala. Code § 13A-6-
81 and Ala. Code § 13A-6-82 
make the central point clear: 
consent is not a defense.
	 Alabama also has Ala. 
Code § 13A-6-82.1, which 
makes it unlawful for a school 
employee to distribute or 
transmit obscene matter to a 
student or to solicit a student 
to transmit obscene matter 
to any person. A violation of 
that section is a Class A mis-
demeanor.
	 Those laws explain why 
many online arguments go 
wrong. A person may be cor-
rect that Alabama’s general 
age-of-consent threshold is 16. 
But that statement does not 
answer the school-employee 
question. The school-employ-
ee statutes create a separate 
legal category for students 
under 19.
	 The reason is not hard to 
understand. Schools are not 
ordinary public settings. Ed-
ucators and school employees 
have access, credibility and 
influence. Alabama appellate 
courts have recognized that 
the state has a legitimate 
interest in protecting the in-
tegrity of the teacher-student 
relationship.
	 In Pruitt v. State, the 
Alabama Court of Criminal 
Appeals considered a case 
involving a school employee 
and students who were 16 to 
18 years old. The court noted 
the defendant pleaded guilty 
to two counts under Ala. Code 
§ 13A-6-81 and two counts in-
volving obscene material.
	 The court also addressed 
the argument that ordinary 
consent rules should control. 
It rejected that argument. 
Quoting authority from an-
other state, the court recog-
nized that teachers are in a 
“unique position to groom 
or coerce” students and em-
phasized the state’s interest 
in protecting students from 
sexual exploitation.
	 In State v. Solomon, the 
Alabama Court of Criminal 
Appeals again addressed Ala. 
Code § 13A-6-81. The court 
reversed a trial court ruling 
that had found the statute 
unconstitutional as applied. 
The appellate court pointed 
back to Pruitt and said the 
state had a “legitimate state 
interest” in prohibiting the 
conduct and protecting minor 
students from sexual advanc-
es by school employees.
	 So the clean public expla-
nation is this: Alabama courts 
have not treated “the student 
was 16 or older” as a simple 
answer to the school-em-
ployee statute. They also have 
not treated age-of-consent 

arguments as automatically 
defeating the Legislature’s de-
cision to draw the school-em-
ployee line at students under 
19.
	 The 19-year-old question 
is different.
	 Because Ala. Code § 13A-
6-80 defines a student, for 
purposes of the school-em-
ployee article, as a person 
under 19, a regular 19-year-old 
high school student is gen-
erally outside that specific 
“student under 19” criminal 
provision. The law also covers 
a protected person under 
22, so that category must be 
considered separately where 
applicable.
	 That means the crimi-
nal-law answer may change 
at 19. If the person is 19 and is 
not a protected person under 
the statute, Ala. Code § 13A-
6-81 and Ala. Code § 13A-6-82 
may not apply in the same way 
solely because of the teacher/
student status.
	 But that does not mean 
a school employee is free, 
professionally or ethically, to 
pursue a current student.
	 Criminal law is the floor, 
not the ceiling.
	 The Alabama Educator 
Code of Ethics, found in state 
education rules and guid-
ance, says an educator should 
always maintain a profes-
sional relationship with all 
students, both inside and out-
side the classroom. It lists as 
unethical conduct soliciting, 
encouraging or consummat-
ing an inappropriate written, 
verbal or physical relation-
ship with a student.
	 That language is not built 
around a simple “16” or “19” 
Facebook answer. It is built 

around professional boundar-
ies.
	 Cullman County Board 
of Education policy is also 
direct. The county policy says 
employees must maintain ap-
propriate and professional re-
lationships with students and 
must not engage in conduct, 
including communication 
of any kind, that constitutes, 
solicits or suggests sexual, 
romantic or inappropriately 
familiar interaction with a 
student.
	 The county policy defines 
“student” broadly. It includes 
a student with whom the em-
ployee has, has had or could 
prospectively have a profes-
sional, teaching, counseling, 
coaching, mentoring, advi-
sory, supervisory or working 
relationship. It also includes 
a student who, because of age, 
mental or physical condition 
or other circumstances, is 
practically or legally incapa-
ble of consenting to the rela-
tionship in question.
	 That county policy does 
not turn solely on the ordi-
nary age of consent. It turns 
on the employee-student rela-
tionship and the professional 
duty owed by the adult.
	 Cullman City Schools 
policy materials reviewed 
address the issue through 
sexual harassment, Title IX, 
reporting obligations and dis-
cipline. City policy says Title 
IX prohibits sex-based dis-
crimination, including sexual 
harassment, whether against 
students or employees. It also 
includes sexual assault, dating 
violence, domestic violence 
and stalking within its prohib-
ited-conduct framework. The 
city policy says sanctions up 

to and including expulsion or 
termination may be imposed 
when a violation is found.
	 The Cullman City Schools 
employee handbook also 
contains a sexual harassment 
report form tied to board 
policy and states that sexual 
advances or other forms of 
personal harassment that 
create an intimidating, hostile 
or offensive environment will 
not be tolerated.
	 That matters because 
local school systems may dis-
cipline employees for conduct 
that violates board policy or 
professional standards even 
when the criminal-law ques-
tion is more complicated.
	 City and county school 
systems do not get to rewrite 
Alabama criminal law. They 
do not get to change Ala. Code 
§ 13A-6-70, Ala. Code § 13A-
6-81 or Ala. Code § 13A-6-82. 
But they can and do set em-
ployment rules, professional 
standards, reporting duties 
and student-protection poli-
cies that are separate from the 
question of whether a pros-
ecutor can prove a specific 
criminal offense.
	 So when the public asks 
whether an adult who is not in 
school can date a high school 
student, the honest answer is: 
it depends on the ages, con-
duct and relationship.
	 If the student is under 16, 
Alabama’s ordinary age-of-
consent laws are directly im-
plicated.
	 If the student is 16, 17 or 
18, the ordinary age-of-con-
sent question is not the only 
question. If the other person 
is a school employee and the 
student is under 19, Ala. Code 
§ 13A-6-81 and Ala. Code § 

13A-6-82 may apply, and con-
sent is not a defense.
	 If the student is 19, the 
specific school-employee 
criminal statutes for a “stu-
dent under 19” may not apply 
unless the person is a protect-
ed person under 22 or anoth-
er law applies. But educator 
ethics rules and local board 
policies may still make the 
relationship professionally 
prohibited, especially where 
the student is a current K-12 
student and the employee has, 
had or could have school-re-
lated authority, influence or 
access.
	 That is the part social 
media often misses.
	 The question is not simply, 
“What is the age of consent?”
	 The better questions are: 
How old is the student? Is the 
other person a school employ-
ee? Is the student under 19? Is 
the person a protected person 
under 22? Was there sexual 
contact, sexual intercourse, 
sodomy, solicitation or ob-
scene material? Did the em-
ployee have a professional re-
lationship, prior relationship 
or possible future authority 
over the student? What do 
state ethics rules and local 
board policies say?
	 Those questions do not fit 
neatly into a comment box. 
But they matter.
	 Public discussion should 
be careful enough to recog-
nize the difference between 
ordinary age-of-consent law, 
school-employee criminal 
law and professional educator 
ethics.
	 A 16-year-old number may 
answer one question.
	 It does not answer them 
all.

2 Cullman Locations
Downtown: 223 2nd Avenue  SE
Highway 157: 1800 Park Avenue
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•  Minimum opening deposit $25, no monthly fee.
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Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com

Cullman Christian School Science Club raising funds for travel

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
Christian School launched its 
Science Club at the end of this 

school year. The club is raising 
funds to go toward travel to 
zoos, museums, the U.S. Space 
and Rocket Center and more. 
	 These field trips aren’t a 
way to get out of school; they 

help students learn and ap-
preciate  science beyond the 
classroom. 
	 The group wrote: “By vis-
iting natural areas, research 
facilities, museums, universi-

ties, and local industries, stu-
dents can see firsthand how 
scientific concepts are applied 
in the real world.” These trips 
are aimed at sparking critical 
thinking skills and introduc-

ing career paths. “Our goal is 
to create opportunities that 
make learning engaging, rele-
vant and memorable.”
	 If you would like to donate 
to the Cullman Christian 

School Science Club, call 256-
734-0734 for more informa-
tion. 
	 Find out more at Face-
book/Cullman Christian Sci-
ence Club.

Chasady Woods
chasady@cullmantribune.com
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Legal Notice 
 

PURSUANT TO ALABAMA CODE 32-13-1, LONG LEWIS, WILL OFFER 
FOR SALE AT PUBLIC AUCTION THE VOLLOWING VEHICLES : 

 
      DATE: 8/6/2026 
      TIME : 12:00 P.M. 
      LOCATION : 5296 US HWY 278 W., CULLMAN, AL 35057 
 

Year Make Model VIN# 
2019     FORD             F-150 1FTEW1C55KFA29043 

Pursuant to Alabama Code 32-13-1, First National Bank of Pulaski will offer for sale at 
public auction the following vehicles: 
  
Date:  08/10/2026 
Time:  8:30 AM 
Location:  1465 Derenda Avenue SW, Ste E, Cullman, AL 35055 
  
2003 HONDA ACCORD   1HGCM66593A080406 
2014 BUICK REGAL  2G4GK5EX4E9284026 
2005 NISSAN ALTIMA 1N4BL11D75C279806 
2013 NISSAN ALTIMA  1N4AL3AP6DC114314 
2020 JEEP RENEGADE ZACNJBAB2LPL00519 
2012 NISSAN SENTRA 3N1AB6AP6CL720426 
2015 DODGE JOURNEY 3C4PDCBG8FT726778 
2002 NISSAN ALTIMA 1N4BL11D12C232346 
2012 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 2C4RDGCG1CR212204 
 

INSOLVENT TAX NOTICE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF CULLMAN
Under and by virtue of the requirements of Title 40-5-23 
of the Code of Alabama 1975 requiring Tax Collectors to 
publish twice during the month of July a list of unpaid taxes 
turned in as “insolvent” and allowed by the County Board 
of Commissioners as a credit of Final Settlement for the 
2025 taxes: 

INSOLVENTS
Name 					     Tax
A1 Tree Service & Landscaping		  $722.75
ACL Truck & Trailer Repair			  $34.82
All-in Towing & Recovery			   $58.44
Anna Lynn’s Boutique			   $80.54
Bedzzz Express Warehouse			   $335.06
Bitcoin Depot				    $47.87
Crook Excavating				   $432.31
Ellis Chiropractic Center			   $43.03
G & E Poultry LLC			   $158.55
Glowing Tan & Beauty Bar			   $343.30
Infusion Wellness & Spa			   $204.06
Ryano’s Shaved Ice			   $75.65
Shear Peace Salon & Barbershop		  $80.62
Watwood Autos LLC			   $52.68
West Point Excavation, Inc.			   $867.97

Barry Willingham 
Revenue Commissioner 
Cullman County

Notice of Completion 
 
Newell, Park, & Eleazer Construction, LLC hereby gives notice that all work has 
been completed in accordance with their contract for the City of Cullman – ARC 
Aviation Training Airport Hangar Project (AL-21878-2024).  Anyone or company 
that has provided labor or materials on the said project that has not been paid in full 
or anyone that has a construction/property restoration claim should contact the 
following. Wesley Moore, City of Cullman, City Clerk at 256-775-7110 or at 
Cullman City Hall, 204 2nd Avenue, NE, Cullman, Alabama 30555 within the next 
thirty days. 
 
 
 

COLUMN

Pop! Boom! Ohhhhh!

That, my friends, is the 
sound of a very distinc-
tive holiday: the Fourth 
of July.

	 Sure, we've got more import-
ant ones. Like Thanksgiving, that 
glorious celebration of food, foot-
ball and silently wondering, "How 
can I possibly be related to these 
people?" The thing most of us are 
truly thankful for is the sight of our 
relatives backing out of the drive-
way.
	 Then there's Christmas, 
which isn't so much a holiday as 
it is a two-month season of over-
spending, followed by 10 months 
of apologizing to your Visa card.
	 But the Fourth of July is 
different because we celebrate 
our country's independence with 
fireworks. Yes, New Year's Eve 
has fireworks, too, but the holiday 
most associated with them is July 
4. There's even a song about it: 
"The rockets' red glare, the bombs 
bursting in air."
	 You know Independence Day 
is getting close when fireworks 
stands start popping up like Dollar 
General stores.	
	 I've never understood fire-
works vendors - it’s the only busi-
ness where mental instability is a 
marketing strategy. There’s Crazy 
Bill's, Insane McCain's, Nutty 
Norman's and no telling how 
many more. I’ve never seen it any-
where else. 
	 "Hey Bob, who did you say 
prepared your income taxes?"
	 "I took them down to Wacky 
Willie’s."
	 "I hope you don’t get audited.” 
	 I was about 12 years old when I 
was allowed to light real fireworks. 

Joe Hobby
Contributor

CCAS (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Indepen-
dence Day celebrations can be fun 
for families, but they can be fright-
ening and dangerous for pets.
	 The Cullman County Animal 
Shelter (CCAS) is urging pet 
owners to prepare before fire-
works begin, noting that animal 
shelters across the country often 
see an increase in lost pets during 
Independence Day celebrations.
	 “During Independence Day 
celebrations, animal shelters 
nationwide experience a surge in 
lost pets,” the shelter shared. “To 
ensure your fur baby’s well-being 
and minimize anxiety, consider 
implementing the following pre-
ventative measures.”
	 For many pets, fireworks can 
trigger panic. Dogs and cats may 
tremble, hide, bark, meow, pace, 
refuse food, act destructively 
or attempt to escape. Even pets 
that normally stay close to home 
may run when startled by loud 
fireworks, crowds or unfamiliar 
activity.
	 The shelter encouraged 
owners whose pets take anxiety 
medication to check their supply 
before the holiday.
	 “For pets with anxiety that 
are currently under medication, 
it is essential to confirm that an 
adequate supply of medication is 
available, as most veterinary clin-
ics will be closed,” CCAS shared.
	 Pet owners should not give an-
imals new medication or human 
medication unless directed by a 
veterinarian. Anyone with a pet 
that has severe anxiety should 
contact their veterinarian before 
the holiday to discuss safe options.
	 CCAS also reminded resi-
dents to make sure microchip 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider
“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

FREE MAMMOGRAMS AND
 PAP TESTS

with FREE CANCER TREATMENT AVAILABLE 
TO ELIGIBLE WOMEN

• Breast Cancer Screenings 40-64 yrs old
• Cervical Cancer Screenings 21-64 yrs old

DON’T DELA  Y
DO IT FOR YOURSELF

DO IT FOR YOUR FAMILY
For a referral or more information go to: 
www.alabamapublichealth.gov/bandc

scan the QR Code below,
or contact the hotline:  1-877-252-3324

COLUMN

Pop! Boom! Ohhhhh!

That, my friends, is the 
sound of a very distinc-
tive holiday: the Fourth 
of July.

	 Sure, we've got more import-
ant ones. Like Thanksgiving, that 
glorious celebration of food, foot-
ball and silently wondering, "How 
can I possibly be related to these 
people?" The thing most of us are 
truly thankful for is the sight of our 
relatives backing out of the drive-
way.
	 Then there's Christmas, 
which isn't so much a holiday as 
it is a two-month season of over-
spending, followed by 10 months 
of apologizing to your Visa card.
	 But the Fourth of July is 
different because we celebrate 
our country's independence with 
fireworks. Yes, New Year's Eve 
has fireworks, too, but the holiday 
most associated with them is July 
4. There's even a song about it: 
"The rockets' red glare, the bombs 
bursting in air."
	 You know Independence Day 
is getting close when fireworks 
stands start popping up like Dollar 
General stores.	
	 I've never understood fire-
works vendors - it’s the only busi-
ness where mental instability is a 
marketing strategy. There’s Crazy 
Bill's, Insane McCain's, Nutty 
Norman's and no telling how 
many more. I’ve never seen it any-
where else. 
	 "Hey Bob, who did you say 
prepared your income taxes?"
	 "I took them down to Wacky 
Willie’s."
	 "I hope you don’t get audited.” 
	 I was about 12 years old when I 
was allowed to light real fireworks. 

Not those sissy sparklers, although 
those things get hot enough to be 
used for welding. I'm talking Black 
Cat firecrackers, bottle rockets 
and Roman candles — the gateway 
drugs of pyrotechnics.
	 For beginners, Black Cat fire-
crackers were the gold standard. 
Most kids never lit just one or 
two. It was much more satisfying 
to ignite the entire pack at once. I 
usually taped them to some poor 
little green plastic army man. He 
served his country bravely, but not 
for very long.
	 As teenagers, we graduated to 
Cherry Bombs and M-80s. Not the 
watered-down versions they sell 
today.
	 The ones we bought were 
stronger than a hamper full of 
dirty gym socks. Every one of my 
high school buddies swore they 
contained one-sixteenth of a stick 
of dynamite.
	 I don't know if that was true, 
but here's what I do know: they 
could destroy an unpopular teach-
er's mailbox.
	 Of course, we kept quiet about 
this sort of activity because every-
one claimed damaging a mailbox 
was a federal offense. Not that I 
ever heard of anybody actually 
going to prison for it, but can you 
imagine?
	 "Yo, what you in for? Armed 
robbery? Car theft? Did you off 
somebody?"
	 "Nope. Assaulting a mailbox 
with a deadly weapon. Blew it 
clean off the post with an M-80. 
Thought I got away with it but the 
doorbell camera got me."
	 Teenagers and fireworks can 
be a dangerous combination. 
One of my old high school friends 
learned that lesson the hard way.
	 Byron and three other buddies 

came to pick me up in his mom's 
Chevrolet Impala. When they ar-
rived and I opened the car door, I 
was greeted by the unmistakable 
smell of burned gunpowder.
	 "What in the world did y'all do 
in here?" I asked.
	 "Barry can tell you," Byron 
replied.
	 From the back seat came Bar-
ry's voice, dripping with pain.
	 "I was lighting Cherry Bombs 
and tossing them out the window. 
But, the back windows don't roll 
all the way down. One bounced off 
the glass and landed right between 
my legs."
	 I gasped.
	 I've nearly stepped on a water 
moccasin. I've ridden a roller 
coaster perched on top of a 40-
story building. I've performed 
stand-up comedy in front of 
10,000 people.
	 Every one of those experi-
ences was terrifying. But, none of 
them can compare to the terror of 
watching a lit Cherry Bomb land 
on Sly and the Family Stones.
	 Barry continued.
	 "I managed to flip it into the 
floorboard right before it went 
off."
	 Then he pulled up his pant leg.
	 It looked like half-cooked 
hamburger meat. Shades of gray 
and purple surrounded an open 
wound where fabric used to be. 
The pants leg itself had been 
transformed into a collection of 
burnt threads.
	 Still, I knew he was lucky. Had 
that Cherry Bomb exploded a few 
inches higher, Barry might still be 
singing soprano with the Vienna 
Boys Choir.
	 "We've got a plan," Byron 
announced. "We're gonna tell his 
mom and dad a dog attacked him."

	 Never mix immaturity with 
low-grade explosives.
	 As an adult, the whole concept 
of fireworks looks different than it 
did when you were a kid.
	 As a child, fireworks were 
magic. The sparks, the colors, the 
noise, the smell. When you lit that 
fuse, you felt like you were har-
nessing the power of Zeus himself.
	 As a grown up, fireworks mean 
putting up with the neighbor who 
spent a week's pay on a grocery 
sack full of incendiary devices, and 
intends to detonate every one of 
them until 2 o'clock in the morn-
ing.
	 Every time another explosion 
jolts you awake, you find yourself 
wondering whether this guy has to 
work tomorrow.
	 At the first bang, my dogs dive 
under the bed and shake like paint 
mixers. I have to use about half a 
bottle of CBD oil — and then I give 
some to the dogs.
	 The next morning, Facebook 
fills up with posts that read:
	 "Lost cat. Answers to the 
name Fluffy. Last seen during last 
night's mortar barrage."
	 So, now my role in fireworks 
has changed. I don't light them. 
I don't tape them to army men. I 
don't blow up mailboxes. I just sit 
on the porch, watch the sky light 
up and hope nobody gets hurt 
doing something stupid.
	 Because I know exactly what 
that looks like.

Joe Hobby is a barbecue-loving 
comedian from Alabama who 
wrote for Jay Leno for many 
years. Find more of Joe’s stories 
on his blog: www.mylifeasahob-
by.blogspot.com. Follow him on 
Facebook at Joe Hobby Comedi-
an-Writer.

Joe Hobby
Contributor

BUILDING DEPARTMENT
       201 2nd Avenue NE		  256.775.7203
Cullman, Alabama 35055		  www.CullmanAl.gov

____________________________________________________

City of Cullman 
Planning Commission 

	 On Tuesday July 7, 2026, at Cullman City Hall 
Auditorium at 5:30 P.M, at the regular meeting of the City of 
Cullman Planning Commission, a public hearing will be held 
to allow affected parties to voice their concerns related to the 
following items:

1. Conditional use request at 117 2nd Avenue NE for the relo-
cation of The Link  

2. Short form subdivision – County Road 1473 – divide one 
parcel into two parcels 

3. Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 62 Section 
38 – walls and fences

4. Short form subdivision – 20 County Road 499 – move 
property line 

5. Preliminary subdivision – Brock Trace Subdivision – Coun-
ty Road 1464 & County Road 1466

For further information contact Brian Landreth or Amber 
Duke at the City of Cullman Building Department at 256-775-
7203. 

CCAS (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Indepen-
dence Day celebrations can be fun 
for families, but they can be fright-
ening and dangerous for pets.
	 The Cullman County Animal 
Shelter (CCAS) is urging pet 
owners to prepare before fire-
works begin, noting that animal 
shelters across the country often 
see an increase in lost pets during 
Independence Day celebrations.
	 “During Independence Day 
celebrations, animal shelters 
nationwide experience a surge in 
lost pets,” the shelter shared. “To 
ensure your fur baby’s well-being 
and minimize anxiety, consider 
implementing the following pre-
ventative measures.”
	 For many pets, fireworks can 
trigger panic. Dogs and cats may 
tremble, hide, bark, meow, pace, 
refuse food, act destructively 
or attempt to escape. Even pets 
that normally stay close to home 
may run when startled by loud 
fireworks, crowds or unfamiliar 
activity.
	 The shelter encouraged 
owners whose pets take anxiety 
medication to check their supply 
before the holiday.
	 “For pets with anxiety that 
are currently under medication, 
it is essential to confirm that an 
adequate supply of medication is 
available, as most veterinary clin-
ics will be closed,” CCAS shared.
	 Pet owners should not give an-
imals new medication or human 
medication unless directed by a 
veterinarian. Anyone with a pet 
that has severe anxiety should 
contact their veterinarian before 
the holiday to discuss safe options.
	 CCAS also reminded resi-
dents to make sure microchip 

information is current.
	 “Verify that your pet’s mi-
crochip registration is current, 
including your address and phone 
number,” it stated.
	 A microchip is only useful if 
the contact information attached 
to it is correct. Owners should also 
make sure pets are wearing collars 
with legible identification tags or 
clearly written contact informa-
tion.
	 “Ensure pets wear collars 
with legibly written contact infor-
mation to facilitate safe return in 
the event of escape,” CCAS said.
	 Pet safety should begin before 
fireworks start. Owners can exer-
cise dogs earlier in the day, then 
bring pets inside before evening 
celebrations begin. A quiet room, 
crate, blanket, familiar toys and 
background noise from a televi-
sion, radio or fan may help reduce 
stress.
	 Pets should not be taken to 
fireworks shows. If a pet must 
go outside during the evening, it 
should be secured with a proper-
ly fitted leash, collar or harness. 
Owners should also check gates, 
doors and fences before guests 
arrive, since frightened animals 
may bolt through an open door.
	 Holiday food can also create 
problems for pets. 
	 CCAS specifically warned 
owners to keep hazardous food 
items, including chicken bones, 
out of reach to prevent accidental 
ingestion. 
	 Cooked bones can splinter 
and cause serious injury. Other 
common holiday risks include 
skewers, corn cobs, alcohol, choc-
olate, grapes, onions and food 
scraps left where pets can reach 
them.
	 Fireworks themselves can 
also be hazardous. Pets should 

be kept away from lit fireworks, 
unused fireworks and debris. 
After any fireworks are used at 
home, the area should be cleaned 
up before pets are allowed outside 
again.

Pet owners should watch for 
signs of fireworks stress, includ-
ing:
•	 Trembling or shaking
•	 Hiding or seeking shelter
•	 Excessive barking or meowing
•	 Pacing or restlessness
•	 Loss of appetite
•	 Destructive behavior
•	 Attempts to escape or run 
away

To help keep pets safe, CCAS 
and animal safety groups rec-
ommend the following:
•	 Check anxiety medication 
supplies before the holiday if your 
pet already has a prescription
•	 Contact your veterinarian 
before giving any medication or 
calming product
•	 Update your pet’s microchip 
registration
•	 Make sure collars and ID tags 
include current contact informa-
tion

•	 Bring pets indoors before fire-
works begin
•	 Create a quiet, comfortable 
safe space inside
•	 Use a television, radio, fan or 
soft music to help mask outside 
noise
•	 Exercise dogs earlier in the 
day before celebrations begin
•	 Secure pets with a properly 
fitted leash, collar or harness if 
they must go outside
•	 Keep chicken bones, table 
scraps and other hazardous foods 
away from pets
•	 Clean up fireworks debris 
before allowing pets back outside
•	 Do not bring pets to fireworks 
shows

If a pet goes missing, owners 
should act quickly. Check nearby 
hiding places, contact local animal 
control or the animal shelter, post 
a clear photo and contact informa-
tion to local lost-and-found pet 
pages and notify the pet’s micro-
chip company.
	 A calm pet is a safer pet, and 
a little preparation before the 
fireworks begin can help prevent 
a frightening night from turning 
into a missing-pet emergency.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE
30%

OFF
HIGH TREAD AND

ALL USED TIRES

TPMS SENSORS
40

315 MAIN ST.NW, HANCEVILLE
MON-TUES-THURS-FRIDAY 8:00-5:30

WEDS 8-12 | SAT 8:00-2:00
256-352-2221

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE
AT AND LT INCLUDED

NO SIZE RESTRICTIONS
NEW EXCLUDED

INSTALLED

MICHELIN
PRICES

SLASHED!

...IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

$

Obituary Announcements: June 30 - July 1
Jerry Dale Holmes, 65
Mr. Jerry Dale Holmes, 
age 65, of Arab, Alabama, 
passed away at his home in 
the early morning hours of 
Thursday, June 25, 2026. 
Born on Nov. 29, 1960, in 
Marshall County, Alabama, 
Jerry was the son of Gordon 
Holmes and Sue Holmes. 
Jerry spent much of his 
life in service to others. He 
served more than thirty-
two years with the Arab 
Fire Department, retiring 
as Captain. His dedication, 
courage, and leadership 
earned the respect of his 
fellow firefighters and the 
community he proudly 
served. Jerry had a gift 
for making people feel 
welcome; he never met a 
stranger, and many who 
met him quickly became 
his friend. Following his 
retirement, Jerry enjoyed 
collecting antique fire 
department memorabilia, 
a hobby that reflected his 
longtime connection to 
the fire service. He also 
loved spending time in 
the Smoky Mountains, 
watching older television 
shows, and cheering for 
Auburn football. Jerry is 
survived by his son and 
daughter-in-law, Adam and 
April Holmes; daughter, 
Leslie Holmes; brother, 
William Holmes and his 
wife, Tammy; sisters, 
Shelia Hancock and Pam 
Farmer and her husband, 
John; grandson, Cannon 
Green; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, extended family 
members, and friends. He 
was preceded in death by 
his beloved wife, Mona 
Lafell McClendon-Holmes, 
who passed away on July 
22, 2017; and by his parents, 
Gordon and Sue Holmes. 
Services for Jerry were 
Wednesday, July 1, 2026, 
at Arab Heritage Memorial 
Chapel. Visitation with 
family and friends began 
at noon, with the funeral 
service following at 2 
p.m. Brother Jeff Warren 

officiated. Interment will 
be in Union Hill FCM 
Church Cemetery. Arab 
Heritage Memorial Chapel 
is honored to assist the 
family with arrangements.

Doug Farley, 76
Funeral service for Doug 
Farley, age 76 of Cullman, 
is Thursday, July 2, 2026, 
at 1 p.m. at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home, 
with Bro. John Garrison 
officiating. Visitation will 
be held from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. Burial will 
be at Lystra Cemetery 
in Baileyton. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family. 
Doug was born on April 
10, 1950, to Ernest Irvin 
Farley and Velvie Talley 
Farley. He passed away on 
Monday, June 29, 2026, 
at Folsom Rehabilitation 
and Healthcare Center. 
He is preceded in death by 
his parents. He is survived 
by his sister, Dorothy 
Farley Faulkner, and her 
husband Ellis; a host of 
cousins, family and friends.

Gladys Mae Wisener, 80
Gladys Mae Crumbley 
Wisener entered heaven 
on Sunday evening, June 
28, 2026, at the age of 
80. Gladys was born in 
Cullman County, Alabama, 
on May 25, 1946, to the 
late Samuel Strone and 
Mildred Ruth Burrow 
Crumbley. Mrs. Wisener 
is preceded in death by 
her parents. Her memory 
will be cherished by her 
beloved husband, Norman 
Wisener; sons, Chris 
Wisener (Tarron), Jeff 
Wisener; granddaughter, 
Mattie Wisener; siblings, 
Jesse, Sammy, and Suzie; a 
host of nieces and nephews; 
and many dear friends 
and neighbors. As a pillar 
of her community, Mrs. 
Gladys served the people 
of her beloved Holly Pond 
for many years. She was 

the Holly Pond School 
Lunchroom Manager for 
more than twenty years 
where she fed and loved 
hundreds of children every 
day. Mrs. Gladys taught us 
that a plate of fries was not 
a balanced meal, nobody 
needs twenty-five packets 
of ketchup at a time, and 
that hiding an extra chicken 
sandwich under your fries 
was in fact stealing. Even 
though her position meant 
trying to keep us all in line, 
we all knew that none of the 
hundreds of children in her 
care would ever go hungry, 
lunch money or not. Gladys 
had a heart for people, and 
part of her love language 
was making sure the 
school’s children were fed 
- and that they knew how 
to mop up their own spilled 
milk. After her retirement 
from the lunchroom, Mrs. 
Gladys began her political 
career where she served 
as a Holly Pond Town 
Councilwoman for many 
years. Gladys helped to 
better our community 
through her council seat 
as well as her service to 
others through both the 
Homemaker Club and the 
Civitan Club. Mrs. Wisener 
spent countless hours at 
bake sales and fundraisers 
alongside the Homemakers 
of Holly Pond helping raise 
money for the upkeep of 
Holly Pond Cemetery. And 
she sold and delivered 
truckloads of onions and 
fruitcakes to raise money 
for community projects 
done on behalf of Civitan 
International. Mrs. Gladys 
was also a member of Holly 
Pond First Baptist Church. 
Her legacy of devotion and 
service will be remembered 
by many for generations to 
come. While Gladys gave 
of herself with abandon to 
her friends and neighbors 
in the Holly Pond area, she 
was also serving her family 
at home as a devoted and 
loving wife and mother. 
Gladys and Norman 

were married sixty-two 
years and raised two sons 
together. Gladys helped 
work the farm and made 
sure Norman didn’t have 
anything to worry about as 
far as the household was 
concerned. She enjoyed her 
boys’ friends being on the 
farm, and she fed and loved 
them as her own. Gladys 
was a child of God and her 
heart for others was clearly 
seen in her care for both her 
community and her family. 
Her legacy of devotion and 
service will be remembered 
by many for generations to 
come. Friends are invited to 
join the Wisener family for 
visitation on Wednesday 
evening, July 1, 2026, in the 
Holly Pond Funeral Home 
Chapel, from 6 p.m. until 
8 p.m. Mrs. Wisener will 
lie in repose on Thursday, 
July 2, 2026, from 2 p.m. 
until services begin in 
the chapel at 3 p.m. Mrs. 
Gladys will be laid to rest 
in Holly Pond Cemetery 
following services. In lieu 
of flowers, please consider 
donating in Mrs. Wisener’s 
memory to: Holly Pond 
Cemetery, P.O. Box 335, 
Holly Pond, Alabama, 
35083. Holly Pond Funeral 
Home is honored to 
serve the Wisener family.

Shelbie Dean Harris, 81
Shelbie Dean Harris, 81, of 
Bremen, Alabama, passed 
away on June 26, 2026. 
Born Sept. 13, 1944, Shelbie 
will be remembered as a 
beloved presence whose 
life was marked by devotion 
to those closest to her 
and the quiet strength of 
a life faithfully lived. In 
her early years, Shelbie 
pursued cosmetology, a 
path that reflected care, 
attentiveness, and an 
appreciation for helping 
others look and feel their 
best. In time, those same 
steady qualities were 
most clearly seen in the 
way she loved her family, 
holding them close with 

enduring commitment 
and warmth. Shelbie also 
found comfort and purpose 
in the simple, meaningful 
rituals of home. Cooking 
was among her cherished 
interests, a familiar way 
of nurturing others and 
creating moments of 
togetherness that will be 
forever remembered with 
gratitude. Shelbie was 
preceded in death by her 
husband, Dale Harris; her 
father, JC Vandiver; and 
her mother, Bertha Graves 
Vandiver. She is survived 
by her son, Jeff Harris; 
her grandchildren, Erik 
Harris (Riley), Levi Harris 
(Jordyn), Holter Harris, 
and Maggie Harris; her 
brother, Rayburn Vandiver; 
and several nieces and 
nephews. Visitation will be 
held at Cold Springs Baptist 
Church, 1460 County Road 
54, Bremen, AL 35033, on 
June 1, 2026, from 12:30-
2 p.m. A graveside service 
will follow at Cold Springs 
Baptist Church on July 1, 
2026, beginning at 2 p.m.  
Julia Edwards Wyatt, 79 
Julia Edwards Wyatt passed 
on June 28, 2026, at the age 
of 79. Julia was a resident 
of Cullman, Alabama, and 
is survived by her husband, 
Gene Wyatt; her sons, 
Daniel (Britney) Wyatt 
and Matthew Wyatt; and 3 
Grandchildren. Visitation 
was held at Moss-Service 
Funeral Home, 1901 Second 
Avenue NW, Cullman, AL 
35055, on July 1, 2026, from 
9:30-11 a.m., followed by a 
Celebration of Life at the 
same location from 11-11:30 
a.m. A Committal Service 
took place at Valley Springs 
Baptist Church, County 
Road 281, Cullman, AL 
35057, on July 1, 2026, from 
11:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Herman Leon Haney, 75
Funeral service for Herman 
Leon Haney, 75, of Cullman 
will be at 2 p.m., Friday, 
July 3, 2026, at Cullman 
Funeral Home Chapel 

with interment in Bethel 
Baptist Church at Blair.  
Bro. Johnny Benefield 
will officiate.  The family 
will receive friends at the 
funeral home prior to the 
service from noon-2 p.m. 
Cullman Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family. 
Mr. Haney passed away 
at his residence Monday, 
June 29, 2026.  He was born 
Jan. 5, 1951, to Leon and 
Vera Mae Haney.  He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents; his wife, Linda Sue 
Haney; son, Robert Haney; 
brother, Doyle Haney; 
sister, Ruth Johnson. 
Survivors include his son, 
William Haney (Alice); two 
grandsons, Dave and Jed 
Chaney; daughter, Mandy 
Pace; four granddaughters, 
Hailey Johnson, Stacie 
Johnson, Shayna Johnson, 
Kaley Johnson; brother, 
Joe Haney, family and 
friends. Herman loved 
watching ballgames.  He 
was a big Auburn Football 
and Atlanta Braves fan.  
He drove a truck for many 
years.  He was a good 
man and will be missed.   
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.com.

Christopher Wayne 
Williams, 54
Memorial services are 
incomplete at this time 
for Christopher Wayne 
Williams, 54, of Cullman. 
Cullman Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family. 
Mr. Williams passed from 
this life June 29, 2026.  He 
was born July 1, 1977, to 
Edward Lee Williams and 
Vicki Lynn Cheshire.  He 
was preceded in death by 
his father.  He is survived 
by his mother; a daughter, 
Whitney Williams; sisters, 
Christena Hasenbein, 
Christian Dickerson, 
Sarah Cheshire; family 
and friends. Friends 
may sign the online 
guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.com. 

FREE OBITUARY LISTINGS
HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US

Email: obits@cullmantribune.com
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory
– "Sincere Compassionate Care" –

CULLMAN’S ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN
DIRECT CREMATION $1,695 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

 100% Locally Owned & Operated
by Steve and Hilda Rodgers

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

Run (from Front)
community and said if all 
goes as planned, construction 
of the new clinic building will 
be complete mid-July with 
clinic moving operations in 
August. 
	 “The funds raised will 
provide access to healthcare 
services for uninsured adults 
in our community – individ-
uals who would otherwise 
go without the healthcare 
so many desperately need,” 
Hutson said.
	 “The Good Samaritan 
operates as a primary care 
clinic providing the unin-
sured a full range of services 
including access to their own 
primary care provider, med-
ications, lab draws, special-
ty referrals, mental health 
counseling, eye exams, dental 
extractions, hearing evalu-
ations and social services to 
connect with additional re-
sources in the community.” 
	 The clinic is open Mon-
day-Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
and Fridays 8 a.m.-noon. It 
is closed daily for lunch from 

noon-1 p.m. 
	 Good Samaritan is cur-
rently located at 401 Arnold 
St. NE, Suite A. The new lo-
cation will be at 118 Veterans 
Dr. SW beside the VFW. 
	 For questions about how 
to qualify, call 256-255-5963 
or visit www.goodsamaritan-
cullman.com. 

	 If you’d like to donate or 
volunteer, contact Jolanda 
Hutson at atjhutson@good-
samaritancullman.com. 
	 You can also follow the 
clinic on Facebook and Insta-
gram at www.facebook.com/
goodsamaritancullman and 
www.instagram.com/goodsa-
maritancliniccullman.
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