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James C. Fields Jr. on 
the history of Colony 

City of Good Hope hosting Back-to-School Bash Aug. 6

GOOD HOPE, Ala. — Fam-ilies are invited to celebrate the start of the new school year during the 2026 Back-to-School Bash, hosted by the City of Good Hope. The free community event will take place Thursday, Aug. 6, from 5-7 p.m. at Good Hope Mu-

nicipal Park, 135 Municipal Drive, Cullman. According to the City of Good Hope, the event is designed to help students and families kick off the new school year with an evening of food, activities and com-munity fellowship.Activities planned for the event include:

• Door prizes• A free meal• Water slides• A gaming trailer• Back-to-school photos• Free haircuts for school-aged children• Additional family-friend-ly activitiesCity officials said gates will open at 5 p.m. The event is 

open to the public, and ad-mission is free. The Back-to-School Bash has become one of several community events hosted by the City of Good Hope throughout the year, bringing together local families, busi-nesses and community orga-nizations as students prepare to return to the classroom. Good Hope 

CULLMAN, Ala. — James C. Fields Jr. was the special guest speaker at the recent meeting of the Cullman County Historical Society. He spoke about the history of Colony.  Fields said Colony, a historically significant Afri-can-American community, was established shortly after the Civil War. Known for its resilience and rich culture, Colony wasn't always part of Cullman County. Fields said that when coal mines began opening nearby, the leaders of Cull-man County sought to bring the mines into the county for economic reasons. To do so, they had to include Colony as well. This integration into Cullman County in 1873 marked the town’s formal inclusion in the county’s jurisdiction, even though it had existed as a separate Af-rican-American community for decades before that. The land that is now Colony was not exactly what one would call good farming land, he said, and that alone was enough to discourage white settlers from the area. It had very poor soil. It wouldn't be until after the Civil War that the land now known as Colony would soon be a beautiful community. It is believed that the orig-inal settlers of the town were most likely freed enslaved people from Baltimore, Ala-bama. Those who originally settled there were given land as compensation for being slaves, with over 8,000 acres eventually cultivated as farm land. At one time, Colony housed nearly 4,000 people; 

today it's only about 169. Fields said that most people moved to Docena, Alabama to work in the coal mines. “A lot of my father’s brothers and a lot of the cous-ins, they moved first, along with Wayne Trimble’s dad. And they moved on towards Ensley.” But that didn't slow the 

people of Colony down. It's estimated that in 1927 the Rosenwald School was built, due to the work of John Johnson and M.A Griffith. “He was field worker,” stated Fields, “and was instrumen-tal in urging others, when they built the school, to come together to build it.” Fields said there wasn't that 

much money available for the school to be built, just a meager $500. Adjusted for inflation, that would be about $9,000 today.  There were many other things built to sustain Colony such as a cotton gin, a steam mill, a sawmill and a grist mill. The first church was built by one of the 

Noah Galileenoah@cullmantribune.com

Emily McMunnemily@cullmantribune.com
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Baileyton hosts Alabama 
State Horse Show

Suspect charged with attempted 
murder after allegedly opening fire on 
Cullman County law enforcement

BREMEN, Ala. — An offi-
cer-involved shooting oc-
curred Thursday morning, 
July 30, as Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office investigators 

attempted to serve a search 
warrant in the Bremen com-
munity. In the aftermath, 
Cullman County District 
Attorney Champ Crocker 
said Thursday afternoon that 
John Johnsey, 54, is facing 
multiple charges, including 

attempted murder. 
 According to Crocker, 
“At approximately 7:12 a.m. 
this morning, the Cullman 
County Sheriff’s Office Spe-
cial Response Team (SRT) 
executed a search warrant 
at 960 Alabama 

BAILEYTON, Ala. — Bai-
leyton hosted the National 
Gaited Horse Association 
(NGHA) Alabama State 
Horse Show on July 25, at 
Baileyton Park Arena. 
 There were quite a few 
ribbons won at the event. 
Emma Huddleston and 
Prince went home with 

seven state championships 
and two reserve state titles.
 Abby Huddleston and 
Rhett Huddleston also got 
first-place blue ribbons.
 Sawyer Watson and Baby 
claimed Lead Line Champ, 
while Kaydence Gibson and 
Rockstar took Alabama State 
NB Style Champion. 
 For a complete list of 
winners, visit https://nation-
algaitedhorse.com. 

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

Emily McMunn
emily@cullmantribune.com

John Johnsey
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

CULLMAN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Cullman library 
accepted seeds 
for ‘seed library’

Left to right are Ansley 
Emfinger Hall, Chambers 
County Development 
Authority; Holle Smith, 
Ozark-Dale County Economic 
Development; Susan 
Eller, Cullman Economic 
Development Agency; and 
Madison Bush, City of Opelika 
Economic Development at 
the Economic Development 
Association of Alabama 
Summer Conference, which 
took place July 19-22, in 
Point Clear.

CULLMAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

» PAGE 8

Retail recruitment 
built on preparation, 
relationships and 
long-term planning

Quick guide: Cullman County 
2026-2027 school year – 
Open House schedules, first 
day attendance 
and more » PAGE 2

Good Samaritan hosting 
Alabama Lions Sight 
Mobile Eye Clinic Aug. 
26, Sept. 30 » PAGE 5

Cayla Eclectic 
hosting ‘Free Swap’ 
Aug. 16 » PAGE 3
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— SPORTS — 

Holly Pond hopeful 
that fresh faces in 

key offensive spots 
will lead them to the 
postseason in 2026
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» PAGE 2

EMILY MCMUNN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Emma Huddleston

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2026VOL. 153 • 50¢ PER COPY USPS 139-700 • NO. 93

SERVING CULLMAN – IN THE HEART OF DIXIE – SINCE 1874

The Cullman TribuneThe Cullman Tribune

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Sandra Annette Sinyard, Angela 
Dema Lee, Jim Mack Flanagan, 
Donald Michael ‘Mike’ Martin, 

Shannon Green, Douglas 
MacArthur Wasson, Jr.

» PAGE 7

OBITUARIES

ALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALER

GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR
9 YEARS IN A ROW!9 YEARS IN A ROW!9 YEARS IN A ROW!

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472
*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.

READY
FOR THE

ROAD
WITHBill’sBill’sBill’s

Deals!
2.5L DOHC SIDI with VVT Engine
Power Moonroof
Speed Sensing Steering

2025 Buick 
Enclave Avenir

STK# 64122

WAS $65,110

NOW $55,360

SAVE
$9,750!

MOSTLY SUNNY THEN SLIGHT 
CHANCE T-STORMS

WEATHER
86 69

SOURCE: WEATHER.GOV

Arrests and Incidents
» PAGE 2

Community Calendar
» PAGE 3

SKATE.
S

K

A

T

E

.

PLAY.
P

L

A

Y

.

PARTY.
P

A

R

T

Y

.

SKATE.
PLAY.
PARTY.
MAKE
M

A

K

E

MEMORIES!
M

E

M

O

R

IE

S

!

MAKE
MEMORIES!

C U L L M A N ' S  P R E M I E R  F A M I L Y  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  D E S T I N A T I O N !

SKATE CENTER
FOR SKATERS, BY SKATERS.

VRVRVR
ADVENTURESADVENTURESADVENTURES

AT SPORTSWORLD

ESCAPE.
EXPLORE.

EXPERIENCE.
VIRTUAL REALITY

LIKE NEVER
BEFORE!SSPPOORRTTSSWWOORRLLDDSPORTSWORLD 90 COUNTY ROAD 1223

CULLMAN, AL 35058

256-739-4050

WWW.SPORTSWORLDSKATE.COM

COME ROLL 

WITH US!

Cullman Regional Airport 
set for $279,267 taxiway 
pavement improvements

The Willow Path celebrating 35 years

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Willow Path, formerly known 
as Victim Services of Cull-
man, is celebrating 35 years 
of service. It has helped sur-
vivors of domestic violence 
and stood by them through 
the process of healing, offer-
ing safety and hope in times 

of uncertainty. 
 “While the organization's 
public name has evolved to 
The Willow Path, its mission 
has remained the same: en-
suring that no survivor has to 
face abuse alone,” Executive 
Director Jessica Atchley re-
marked. 
 Atchley has been with 
Willow Path for roughly 
three years. 

 In 2026 she told the Tri-
bune, “I am honored to join 
Victim Services and be part 
of an organization that plays 
a crucial role in supporting 
survivors and promoting 
healing within our communi-
ty. I am committed to build-
ing on the strong foundation 
laid by my predecessor and 
working collaboratively with 
the dedicated 

CULLMAN, Ala. — A 
$279,267 pavement rehabil-
itation project is planned at 
Cullman Regional Airport - 
Folsom Field. Federal funds 
will cover approximately 95% 
of the total cost, while the 
local airport sponsor’s share 
is $6,982.
 Federal Aviation Admin-
istration funds will provide 
$265,304. The state will con-
tribute $6,981. The Alabama 

Department of Transpor-
tation identifies the City of 
Cullman as the airport spon-
sor contributing the remain-
ing $6,982.
 The project will include 
sealcoating and crack sealing 
on Parallel Taxiways A and B 
and the south hangar taxila-
nes, which provide aircraft 
access to the hangar area. 
The work will preserve ex-
isting pavement rather than 
construct new taxiways.
 Cullman County Eco-
nomic Development officials 

said maintaining the surfac-
es will help keep the airport 
dependable for pilots, local 
businesses and emergency 
operations.
 “These types of projects 
are vital to protecting the 
pavement investment,” Cull-
man Regional Airport Direc-
tor Ben Harrison said. “This 
project has been listed on our 
long-term capital improve-
ment plan for a few years.”
 Harrison added that con-
tinued investment ensures 
the airport remains safe and 

operational for the commu-
nity.
 “We are thankful for the 
FAA and ALDOT, along with 
our local city and county gov-
ernments, for their contin-
ued support of the airport,” 
Harrison said. “This project 
is part of our long-term de-
velopment plan, as we are 
always working to make this 
regional airport the best it 
can be to support our patrons 
and economic development.”
 ALDOT announced the 
project Thursday, 

Chasady Woods
chasady@cullmantribune.com

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

The Willow Path, formerly known as Victim Services 
of Cullman, is celebrating 35 years of service.

CULLMAN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

James Jackson 
Pace

CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

» PAGE 3

CCSO apprehends 
registered sex 
offender

Ernest Gary Calvert, 85, was 
missing from July 
30 until Aug. 1.

CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

» PAGE 8

Missing 85-year-
old Cullman 
man found alive

Cullman City Schools 
back-to-school info 
2026-2027 » PAGE 7

To give back: Community 
softball game raises 
$1.4K, school supplies 
for Curt’s Closet » PAGE 5

Local Tourism 
Spotlight: Visit 
Cullman » PAGE 8

Cullman Regional Airport Director Ben Harrison shows off the latest plans to continue expansion and rehabilitation at the airport.
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From county 
standouts to 

national champions: 
Cullman County 

Sports Hall of Fame 
inducts 26th class
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WildWater Cullman 
celebrates grand opening 

of Paradise Lazy River

Fairview Town 
Council talks park 
and playground

FAIRVIEW, Ala. — The 
Fairview Town Council on 
Monday discussed plans for 

the town park, starting with 
the pickleball courts and 
lighting, then venturing into 
ideas for long-term develop-
ment of an upgraded play-
ground and other 

CULLMAN, Ala. — WildWa-
ter Cullman officially opened 
its new Paradise Lazy River 
Tuesday with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony, marking the 
largest single expansion in 
the park's history. The 1,000-
foot lazy river — among the 
longest in the Southeast 
— adds 400,000 gallons of 
water, 17,725 square feet of 
attraction space and room for 
1,000 additional guests to the 
park.
	 The expansion doubles 
much of the park's guest 
comfort footprint, adding 
more than 400 new lounge 
chairs, 30 new tables, 15 new 
cabanas and 15 new giant 
umbrellas, along with 300 

new inner tubes and twice 
the deck space, connected by 
new walkways throughout 
the park. The Paradise Lazy 
River can accommodate 600 
guests in the water and 400 
on the surrounding deck at 
once. The project also intro-
duces The Sandbar, a new 
bar and grill located along the 
river, and new restroom facil-
ities.
	 WildWater is a landmark 
feature of Cullman's OmniS-
ports District, a 155-acre hub 
of parks and recreation facil-
ities in the heart of Cullman 
that also includes the Cull-
man Wellness and Aquatic 
Center, The OmniPlex, Her-
itage Park, Field of Miracles 
and the Active Adult Center. 
The district drew more than 
1.2 million visitors 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Staff Reports
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PET OF THE WEEK

Anna is a gentle soul 
with a helping heart

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

Anna » PAGE 8

Valerie McKenzie of Woodmen Life presents to the Fairview 
Town Council one of 10,000 patriotic flags made for the 
organization for distribution across the country. Left to right 
are Valerie McKenzie, Steve Eddleman, Mayor Clint Haynes, 
Charles Banister, Eddie Robertson and Julie Grimes.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Nicholas Jock 
Griffith

CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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Morgan County man 
arrested in Cullman County 
livestock theft investigation

Vinemont Town 
Council approves town 
hall expansion » PAGE 3

Flourish of Cullman to 
celebrate 10 years at Aug. 
14 2nd Fridays » PAGE 5

CARTS ridership 
climbs 29% in 
July » PAGE 5

EDITORIAL

The new Sin 
Tax » PAGE 4
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WildWater Cullman officially opened its new Paradise Lazy River Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2026, with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.
CULLMAN PARKS, RECREATION & SPORTS TOURISM

CULLMAN PARKS, RECREATION & SPORTS TOURISM

LUCAS GRAY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

— SPORTS — 

Cullman Bearcats 
looking to ride 

momentum from 
strong finish into 

2026 season
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» PAGE 4
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
• The Cullman County Special 
Education Program is seek-
ing to locate children with 
disabilities ages 0-21 within 
the Cullman County School 
District. Ages 0-3 call Kristie 
Smith, 256-734-3253. Ages 
3-21 call Katie Meigs, Special 
Education Coordinator, 256-
739-0486, Ext 2.
• The system is also seeking 
to locate intellectually gifted 
and talented children, with 
the emphasis on second-grade 
students.
• Contact Special Education 
Coordinator Katie Meigs at 
17600 U.S. Highway 31 N, Cull-
man, Al 35058.

The Poetry of Recovery: Re-
covery Support Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 
514 Cleveland Ave. SW in Cull-
man. Facebook/The Poetry of 
Recovery. Contact Jeff at 727-
542-6413 or John at 256-636-
0612.

Cullman County Historical 
Society Meetings
We meet the fourth Sunday 
of the month from 2-4 p.m. at 
the Cullman County Museum. 
Each meeting features a spe-
cific program or speaker. Join 
us!

Attention Senior Citizens
• If you are 60 or over, please 
come to the Cullman Senior 
Center at 1539 Sportsman 
Lake Road NW and have some 
fun with us and eat lunch. 
Good fun, good friends and 
good food. Different things 
going on Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.-noon.
• Volunteers needed to deliv-
er meals to homebound. Call 
Commission on Aging for info. 
256-734-1241.  

Cullman County Republican 
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman 
VFW. President Cathi Brad-
ford: “We are going to begin 
training to track legislation 
in Montgomery. If you need 
information, you can directly 
message me on Facebook.” 
Full meals at 5:30. Meetings 
start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 9 
a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 p.m. We 
are located at 1503 Second St. 
SW, Cullman (in the Housing 
Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Sup-
port Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Al-
abama Career Center, 1201 
Katherine St. NW in Cullman. 
Contact Olivia Wade, case 
manager, at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station next to 
the town’s park. Beauty and 
health products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food and 
many everyday items. A dona-
tion of $20 will allow a shop-
per to fill up a bag, and for $40 
a shopper can fill a large box. 
Some of the items of greater 
value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some 
restrictions and product limits 
on the items. Cash and checks 
accepted. Proceeds will be 
used for park improvements 
and capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Epis-

copal Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 256-
841-2209 or 256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Nazarene, 
5415 Alabama Highway 157. 
CLOSED literature study. 
Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sen-
sibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the 
Donald E. Green Adult Active 
Center, 1625 Cleveland Ave. 
SW. The first meeting is free. 
TOPS, a national program, 
is a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss and 
management through weekly 
meetings providing informa-
tion, accountability, support 
and encouragement where you 
make the changes that make 
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fel-
lowship for those affected by 
someone else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our expe-
riences, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope by 
letting others know that they 
are not alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. 
We Respect Your Anonymity. 
Our program is not a religious 
one, but a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family Life 
Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don 
or Nancy McKenzie 256-736-
3327 or 256-736-3470 for 
more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups 
are a fellowship of friends and 
family whose lives have been 
affected by alcoholism. The 
Cullman Serenity Al-Anon 
Group meets each Monday 
at noon at 1519 St. Joseph 
Dr. NE. There is also a Zoom 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
The Courage to Change Al-
Anon Family Group meets on 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 305 
Arnold St. NE in the Carriage 
House, located between the 
church and the Arnold House 
on the corner. For more infor-
mation call 256-734-2231 or 
256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, 
AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit Life 
Church 
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, 
Cullman
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcullman@
gmail.com
• FB-Spirit Life Church Cull-
man
• Friday, Aug. 7 – Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and tes-
timonies. Hurts, habits and 
hang-ups are a part of every-
one's life. Come and see how 
to overcome these and more! 
Dinner at 6 p.m. Meeting starts 
at 6:30. Childcare provided. 
• Sunday, Aug. 9 – 8:15 a.m. 
Van runs in 5 Points Area. Call 
Betty Hays at 256-338-3728 
for pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. 
Bible study classes for chil-
dren, youth and adults at 10. 
Praise and worship and mes-
sage by Pastor Bobby Dodd at 
11. 

Shirley Burden Public Li-
brary in Hanceville

• The library is open Tues-
day-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed from noon-1 p.m.) 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Join us on Facebook 
for weekly details or please 
feel free to call us at 256-
352-0685. Follow Facebook/
Hanceville Public Library for 
event details. 
• Friday, Aug. 7, 10 a.m. "Larry 
the Magician" a happy, inter-
active program full of laughter. 
This is his last season per-
forming; he is retiring after 
this summer.
• Wednesday, Aug. 12, 10 a.m. 
Storytime Cullman Extension 
4-H Kerri Roberts
• Saturday, Aug. 15, 10 a.m. 
Adult book club
• Tuesday, Aug. 18, 3:30-4:30 
p.m. Teenage club art project
• Wednesday, Aug. 19, 10 a.m. 
Storytime with college volun-
teer
• Wednesday, Aug. 26, 10 a.m. 
Children’s book club and sto-
rytime with Briana Taylor and 
Angelyn Riggs
• Wednesday, Sept. 2, 10 a.m. 
Storytime with teenager Sa-
vannah Kesick reading "Frog 
& Toad"
• Wednesday, Sept. 9, 10 a.m. 
Storytime with Suhana, board 
member
• Thursdays, 1-3 p.m., Crochet 
class 
• We are looking for commu-
nity volunteers to read story-
time on Wednesdays. Contact 
Teresa Rivera for details. Vol-
unteers make our library suc-
cessful, so we thank our local 
community.

City of Good Hope 2026 
Back-to-School Bash
Thursday, Aug. 6, from 5-7 p.m. 
at Good Hope Municipal Park, 
135 Municipal Drive, Cullman. 
Door prizes, a free meal, water 
slides, a gaming trailer, back-
to-school photos, free haircuts 
for school-aged children and 
more. This is a free event. 

Mt. Pleasant Missionary 
Baptist Church Revival
Through Aug. 7, 7 p.m. nightly, 
at 40 Mt. Pleasant Road, Al-
toona, AL 35952 (Egypt com-
munity). Pastor Bro. Trevor 
Shoemaker and Bro. Blaine 
Burbanks.

Cullman Chapter of The Na-
tional Association of Retired 
and Active Federal Employ-
ees August Meeting 
Monday, Aug. 10, at 11 a.m. 
Lunch on your own at Ready 
Freddie’s restaurant (new 
owners Roy and Erica Bates). 
Business meeting and guest 
speaker at noon. Members 
are urged to attend and bring 
someone.

Heartland Quilt Guild
Heartland Quilt Guild will 
meet Thursday, Aug. 13, at 
6 p.m. at Christ Covenant 
Church, 1310 Saint Joseph Dr. 
NW Cullman, Al 35055. Quil-
ters of all experience levels are 
welcome.

Holly Pond Lions Club 
All-You-Can-Eat Pancake 
Breakfast 
Saturday, Aug. 15, from 6-9 
a.m. at the Holly Pond Lions 
Club Building. For a donation, 
guests can enjoy pancakes, 
bacon, sausage and coffee, 
available for dine-in or take-
out. All proceeds will support 
the HP Lions Club Project 
Fund and the local food pantry. 
Thank you community for 
supporting your local Lions 
Club.

Little Pink Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 6-9 p.m. 
at The Venue at Stone Bridge 
Farms. Tickets on sale now! 
www.cullmanbosombuddies.
c o m /s e r v i c e / l i t t l e - p i n k-
dress-event 

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Aug. 5

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Aug. 5, 2026. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported. 

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
July 30
•	 theft of property-2nd 
degree; Wal-Mart; cash; 
$1,550; Hwy. 157

Aug. 3
•	 criminal mischief-3rd 

degree; person; damaged 
property; $40; Katherine St. 
NW
•	 theft by fraudulent leas-
ing; Choice Rentals
•	 burglary-3rd degree; theft 
of property-3rd degree; S & 
C Luxury Company; general 
merchandise; $798; 2nd Ave. 
SW

Aug. 4
•	 burglary-3rd degree; 
theft of property-1st degree; 
person; miscellaneous; Swaf-
ford Rd. SW
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; 
person; damage to ’02 Chev. 
Silverado, ’00 Chev. Tahoe, 
’04 GMC Yukon; $300; CR 
1670

ARRESTS
Aug. 3-4
Lee, William B.; 48
•	 possession of controlled 
substances
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Blevins, Dustin K.; 37
•	 FTA – criminal mis-
chief-3rd degree

Mooney, Cheranda R.; 40
•	 FTA – public intoxication

Goble, Gracie M.; 24
•	 robbery-1st degree
•	 burglary-1st degree
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree
•	 assault-1st degree
•	 criminal mischief-2nd 
degree
•	 criminal use of defense 
spray

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.
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Contributor

Paradise Lazy River (from Front)
over the past year, generating 
significant traffic for local 
businesses throughout Cull-
man.
	 "This expansion is about 
more than a new attraction 
— it's an investment in what 
makes Cullman a destina-
tion," said Cullman Parks, 
Recreation & Sports Tourism 
Executive Director Nathan 
Anderson.
	 "The OmniSports District 
exists to give our residents 
and visitors world-class 
recreation close to home, 
and the Paradise Lazy River 
raises that bar. With more 
than 1.2 million visitors 
coming through this district 
each year, projects like this 
one continue to strengthen 
our local economy and our 
quality of life."
	 "Cullman continues to 
invest in projects that bring 
real value to our families and 
our economy, and the Para-
dise Lazy River is a perfect 
example," said Mayor Woody 
Jacobs.
	 "I want to thank the City 
of Cullman Street Depart-
ment and Water/Sewer De-
partment for their hard work 
and dedication in bringing 
this project to completion. 
Their efforts behind the 

scenes made today's celebra-
tion possible, and Cullman 
is fortunate to have city em-
ployees who take this kind of 
pride in their work."
	 "It was exciting to partic-
ipate in the ribbon cutting 
for the Paradise Lazy River 
at WildWater this morning. 
The Lazy River area looks 
incredible, and I know it's al-
ready been a great addition to 
the park. To me, WildWater 
is a great example of a proj-
ect that serves two purposes. 
First, it's a major tourism 
draw for our community — I 
believe around 80% of the 
visitors each day are from 
outside of Cullman. That's 
great, because they come to 
our community and spend 
time and money, which ben-
efits Cullman with increased 
sales for local restaurants 
and retailers, increased tax 
revenues and increased job 
opportunities," said David 
Moss, Cullman City Council 
president pro-tem and chair-
person of the Council's Tour-
ism Committee.
	 "Second, Cullman has an 
incredible facility that our 
citizens can enjoy, one much 
greater than what would exist 
without that tourism draw,” 
he continued. “It's an in-

credible value for our young 
families in Cullman. My 
daughters and grandchildren 
have season passes and have 
gone there every week this 
summer. They love it, and I 
know there are a lot of other 
young families enjoying it as 
well."
	 "Our guests have watched 
this expansion take shape all 
season, and today they finally 
get to experience it," said Mi-
chael Schwitek, WildWater 
general manager. "The Para-
dise Lazy River gives families 
and groups a whole new way 
to relax and spend the day 
with us, with more seating, 
more shade and more space 
than ever before. Between the 
new cabanas, umbrellas and 
The Sandbar, we built this 
expansion around what our 
guests have told us they want 
most — room to unwind."
	 The Paradise Lazy River 
is open now during regular 
park hours. After Aug. 5, 
WildWater Cullman shifts 
to a weekends-only schedule 
through the end of the season 
on Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 
7. For hours, tickets and park 
information, visit www.wild-
watercullman.com. 
	 The park is located at 
1707 Main Ave. SW. 

Man (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — A 
Morgan County man was 
arrested Tuesday, Aug. 4, 
on 12 felony charges in con-
nection with the theft of 
10 cattle from the Guthery 
Crossroads area, according 
to Cullman County Animal 
Control Director Rodney 
Banister.
	 Nicholas Jock Griffith, 
46, of Danville, is charged 
with 10 counts of second-de-
gree theft of property, one 
count of killing or disabling 
livestock and one count of 
aggravated animal cruelty.
	 The cattle were report-
ed stolen over the weekend 

from property on County 
Road 310.
	 “While investigating 
the theft of 10 head of cattle 
that occurred on County 
Road 310, information led 
to Lawrence County, where 
the truck and trailer were 
found at a property,” Banis-
ter said. “Griffith was found 
on a nearby property, also in 
Lawrence County.”
	 When Cullman County 
Animal Control officers and 
Lawrence County sheriff’s 
deputies attempted to con-
tact Griffith, he fled into a 
nearby field and wooded 
area, Banister said.
	 “After a three-hour 
search, Griffith was located 
hiding in the area, was ar-

rested and transported to 
Cullman County jail,” Banis-
ter said.
	 Griffith remained in cus-
tody at the time of Banister’s 
statement.
	 Banister thanked Cull-
man County Animal Control 
personnel, District Attorney 
Champ Crocker, the Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Office, 
Cullman Police Department, 
Morgan County Sheriff’s 
Office, Lawrence County 
Sheriff’s Office and members 
of the public who provided 
tips and evidence during the 
investigation.
	 All persons charged with 
crimes are presumed inno-
cent unless and until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

VINEMONT, Ala. — The 
Vinemont Town Council 
held its regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
Aug. 4, approving several res-
olutions and moving forward 
with plans to expand the 
Vinemont Town Hall.
	 Among the major items 
approved was a $210,000 
budget for the expansion of 
Vinemont Town Hall. The 
project will add addition-
al office space and a larger 
council meeting room to 
accommodate the town's 
future needs. The council 
also adopted Resolution No. 
2026-08-03, authorizing a 
construction loan to fund the 
expansion.
	 Council members also ad-
opted Resolution No. 2026-
08-01, authorizing Mayor 
Bonnie Goodwin to sign an 
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COMMUNITY CORNER

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

BACK TO SCHOOL
BACK TO SCHOOL BASH 
Sunday, August 9, 3 p.m. to 
5 p.m. St. Andrew's Global 
Methodist Church 615 Main 
Avenue, SW, Cullman Free 
backpack and school sup-
plies for K-12.

MOVING SALE
MOVING SALE-114 County 
Rd. 1493, Cullman, Friday 
8/7 & Saturday 8/8, 7 A.M.-3 
P.M. Everything must go. 
CASH ONLY.
.

YARD SALE
QUILTERS ANNUAL 
INSIDE YARD SALE at 
Christ Covenant Church, 
1310-St, Joseph Dr. NW, Fri. 
Aug 7, 8:00-5:00 and Sat. Aug 
8, 8:00-2:00. We have a BIG 
Variety of stuff, NOT just 
for quilters! We have fabric, 
houseware, children stuff, 
BOOKS and lots and lots 
more. PLEASE COME.

FOR SALE
BREATHE FREELY AT 
HOME! Central Boiler's 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX 
OUTDOOR wood furnace 
eliminates indoor smoke for 
healthier living. Boilerworx 
Plus-serving Cullman and 
surrounding areas. Call 256-
347-6832!

SERVICES
MYRA'S DECORATION 
FLOWERS is now open 
Thurs-Sat from 10am-5pm. 
Myra's is conveniently lo-
cated on CR 1343 close to 
Vinemont Super Saver. With 
over 20 years experience 
we will create your custom 
arrangements with quality 
silk flowers. Prices range be-
tween $5.00-$48.00. Call or 
text 256-595-9748 to order. 
Come and let me save you 

money!

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry 
out the wet area and do re-
pairs to protect your family 
and your home's value! If 
you have water in your home 
that needs to be dried, Call 
24/7: 1-833-879-1371 Have 
zip code of service location 
ready when you call! 

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service avail-
able for appliance repair. 
Washer/Dryer, Dishwasher, 
Refrigerator, Stove/Oven 
and all major appliances. 
Certified, Insured techs. Sat-
isfaction guaranteed. Call to 
schedule your appointment 
now! 1-877-441-0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Superior quality bath 
and shower systems at 
AFFORDABLE PRICES! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Call Now! 
1-877-583-6484

SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week!  Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide! 

WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 

No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-385-7131

CONSUMER CELLULAR 
- the same reliable, nation-
wide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and ac-
tivation is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. 
For more information, call 
1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tors. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-833-650-7885

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-877-651-8016

FOR SALE
SUNSETTER. America’s 
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch of 
a button. Transform your 
deck or patio into an out-
door oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call now 
and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Infor-

mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/alabama 
#6258

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and 
see how much you can save! 
1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOORING?  
Call today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-403-4821

NO MORE CLEANING 
OUT GUTTERS. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter protection 
for your home, backed by a 
no-clog guarantee and life-
time transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-833-683-2005 
to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation 
estimate. Plus get 20% off! 
Seniors and military save an 
additional 10%. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details

AUTOMOTIVE
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE ve-
hicle pickup and receive a 
top tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 1-877-
724-3049 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help vet-
erans find work or start their 
own business. Call 24/7: 
1-833-426-0193

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
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VINEMONT, Ala. — The 
Vinemont Town Council 
held its regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
Aug. 4, approving several res-
olutions and moving forward 
with plans to expand the 
Vinemont Town Hall.
	 Among the major items 
approved was a $210,000 
budget for the expansion of 
Vinemont Town Hall. The 
project will add addition-
al office space and a larger 
council meeting room to 
accommodate the town's 
future needs. The council 
also adopted Resolution No. 
2026-08-03, authorizing a 
construction loan to fund the 
expansion.
	 Council members also ad-
opted Resolution No. 2026-
08-01, authorizing Mayor 
Bonnie Goodwin to sign an 

agreement with the Munic-
ipal Workers Compensation 
Fund, along with Resolution 
No. 2026-08-02, establishing 
a $10,000 certificate of depos-
it for future employee retire-
ment contributions to the Re-
tirement Systems of Alabama.
	 Additional approvals in-
cluded the town's 2026-2027 
Rebuild Alabama Transpor-
tation Plan and the purchase 
of a new privilege license 
software module from CSA 
Software Solutions at a cost of 
$2,295.
	 During the work session, 
council members discussed 
the possibility of installing 
Christmas lights on 13 utility 
poles along U.S. Highway 31 
as part of future Christmas 
decorations. The council also 
discussed the town's social 
media presence, including 
how to address negative 
comments while maintaining 
public engagement on town 

posts.

The meeting concluded 
with several upcoming 
community announce-
ments:
•	 Ribbon cutting for 31 
South Beauty Lounge - Aug. 8, 
from 4-7 p.m. 

•	 Senior Citizens Day - Aug. 
17, from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 
the Vinemont Community 
Center

•	 Budget work session – 
Aug. 18, at 5:30 p.m. at South 
Vinemont Town Hall

The next meeting of the 
Vinemont Town Council 
will be Tuesday, Sept. 1, at 
Vinemont Town Hall. The 
work session will begin at 
5:30 p.m., with the regular 
meeting to follow at 6.
	 Vinemont Town Hall is 
located at 36 Patton Dr.

Vinemont (from Front)
Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com



4 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
AUGUST 6, 2026

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
AUGUST 6, 2026COMMUNITY MATTERS — SPORTS

PREP FOOTBALL

Cullman Bearcats looking to ride momentum 
from strong finish into 2026 season
CULLMAN, Ala. — In year 
one under Trent Walker, the 
Cullman Bearcats suffered 
from a slow start that even-
tually cost the team a playoff 
spot. 
	 The main takeaway from 
the season, however, was 
how they finished. In their 
last five games, the Bearcats 
went 4-1 and have carried 
that momentum into 2026. 
	 “I think the way we fin-
ished fueled our offseason. 
Those guys, they believed 
in the process the whole 
time, you know. We’re all 
human, and we all like to see 
results from our hard work 
and effort. So the stretch 
we had to finish the season 
I think just created more 
buy-in for our offseason. Our 
guys worked their tails off. I 
couldn’t be more proud of 
a six month body of work, 
including summer. So, we’re 
here, and we want to start 
faster than last year and we 
think we put ourselves in 
position to do that,” Walker 
said. 
	 Now in his second season 
leading the charge, Walker 
credited he and his team’s 
relative youth to some of 
their early struggles. Return-
ing for that young offense 

that averaged just under 22 
points per game are all but 
one starter, which Walker 
called, “a really special feel-
ing to have as a coach.” 
	 Headlining the Bearcats 
returners is senior running 
back Weston Keel, who looks 
to build off a stellar 2025 
campaign where he rushed 
for over 1200 yards and eight 
touchdowns. 
	 With Keel’s return, the 
Bearcats plan to continue to 
employ a multiple-look of-
fense similar to last season. 
	 “We’re gonna run the ball 
to set up everything. Obvi-
ously with the rush attack we 
had last year, bringing back 
four out of five offensive 
lineman and a 1,300 yard 
running back- the ground 
game will set up everything. 
We do believe our quarter-
backs and receivers are older 
and more mature this year, 
so when the defense is going 
to load the box, we’re gonna 
try to be more vertical down 
the field and stretch them 
thinner. We’re gonna be 
more explosive in the pass 
game, but still rely heavily on 
our run game,” Walker said. 
	 Coming back at quarter-
back is 6-1 junior Colt Col-
vard, who started last season. 
Starting last season isn’t a 
guarantee for ’26, however, 
with Walker saying, “Every 

year we reboot, every posi-
tion is up for grabs, so all our 
guys are taking pretty much 
equal reps.” Competing for 
the QB1 spot are a pair of 
multi-sport athletes in soph-
omore Wynn Shannon and 
freshman Everett Swindall. 
	 Whoever starts will have 
no shortage of playmakers 
on the perimeter. Receiver 
Nelson Hollingsworth re-
turns, with Walker noting 
his high-end speed and abil-
ity to draw attention as a 
deep threat. Do-everything 
gadget player Kolby Holt will 
also be back in a variety of 
roles once again. Also finding 
himself in the mix at receiver 
this summer is a rangy rising 
junior in Sam Ellerbee. 
	 Adding to the receiving 
core out of the backfield 
will be the Bearcats’ duo of 
6-foot-3 H-Backs in Morgan 
Holley and Tucker Screws. 
	 On the defensive side of 
the ball, the duo of Tucker 
Willingham and Caleb Hollis 
return to shut down oppos-
ing receivers in the second-
ary, but in front of them is 
one of the strongest position 
groups on the team at line-
backer. 
	 “The linebacker core’s all 
returning. Cooper McSwain, 
Parker Berry’s our MIKE 
linebacker and Magnus 
Mann. Plus, Braxton Brooks 

has really got it, he could 
play any of those positions 
for any other team right now, 
he’s working himself into the 
mix,” said Walker. 
	 Unlike the linebackers 
and secondary, there’s ques-
tion marks on the defensive 
line for Cullman. Carson 
Stancil is back as a pass 
rusher, but the team is look-
ing for the other bookend to 
emerge. 
	 At outside linebacker, 
Walker noted one of the 
surprise players of camp, 
saying, “Mason Fuller- he 
couldn’t really find his con-
sistency last year, but has 
had a tremendous spring 
and summer. He’s gonna be 
our outside linebacker. He’s 
probably one of our most im-
proved players on defense. 
It’s exciting to have him as a 
senior stepping into that role 
for us.”
	 Both Stancil and Fuller 
on the line will be essential 
to helping establish the iden-
tity Walker is trying to estab-
lish. 
	 “We want to play a phys-
ical brand of football on 
defense, offense and special 
teams, with an aggressive 
mindset. We have to be dis-
ciplined, we believe that the 
best way to win a game is not 
to lose it first, so we’ve got to 
be a team that constantly is 

in the right assignments and 
right responsibilities and 
our eyes are in the right spot. 
We want to reflect the pride 
that exists in Cullman. We 
feel like we’re stirring some 
of that pride in Cullman 
football with the way we’re 
playing the game. We think 
if we put the right product 
and the right young men on 
the field, our community 
will, in turn, buy into what 

we’re doing and come to 
support us. We’re looking to 
keep growing this as a com-
munity program. We need 
the community to be a part 
of it. These guys appreciate 
when folks come and watch 
them on Friday nights and 
we want to build the envi-
ronment at Oliver Woodard 
stadium into something that 
other teams fear walking 
into,” Walker said.

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cajun 
cuisine, dueling pianos, auc-
tions and the atmosphere 
of New Orleans will come 
together Thursday, Sept. 17, 
during The Willow Path’s 
next major fundraiser.
	 “Passport Series: A Night 
in the French Quarter” will be 
held from 6-10 p.m. at Cotton 
Creek Venue, 417 Third Ave. 
SW, in Cullman.
	 The evening will bene-
fit The Willow Path’s work 
with survivors of domestic 
violence and their children 
throughout Cullman County. 
	 The organization’s pro-
motional materials list 
authentic Cajun cuisine, 
high-energy dueling pianos, a 
bourbon tasting and live and 
silent auctions among the 
evening’s planned attractions. 
The Cullman Area Chamber 
of Commerce describes the 
fundraiser as an immersive 
experience inspired by the 
culture, energy and character 
of New Orleans.
	 Additional features are 
expected to include signature 
cocktails, interactive experi-
ences and other French Quar-
ter-themed elements. 
	 Individual tickets cost 
$70. Tickets will be sold 
through 10:59 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 10. Availability is limited 
and the number of remaining 
tickets is expected to change 
as reservations are made. 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Flourish 
of Cullman will mark a decade 
of helping individuals with 
differing abilities pursue em-
ployment, independence and 
stronger connections within 
their community during the 
Aug. 14 2nd Fridays event in 
downtown Cullman.
	 The nonprofit plans to 
celebrate its 10th anniversary 
at a downtown booth from 5-8 
p.m. Visitors will be able to 
meet members of the Flour-
ish team, learn about its pro-
grams and share memories 
from the organization’s first 
decade.
	 The broader 2nd Fridays 
event, themed “Neon Moon,” 
is scheduled from 5:30-9 p.m. 
and will feature live music, 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman Area Rural Tran-
sit System reported a 29% 
increase in ridership during 
July as its drivers traveled 
more than 46,000 miles con-
necting residents with jobs, 
medical care and other ser-
vices.
	 CARTS provided an av-
erage of 190 rides per oper-
ating day during the month, 
according to figures released 
by the county transportation 
provider.
	 Based on the reported 
percentage increase, CARTS 
averaged approximately 147 
rides per operating day in 
July 2025. That represents an 
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Cullman High School head coach Trent Walker 
(left) with quarterback Colt Colvard (right)
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Tax (from Front)

Alabama lawmakers 
have already decid-
ed that the online 
adult-content in-

dustry is profitable enough 
to tax.
	 Beginning Sept. 1, 2025, 
Alabama imposed a 10% tax 
on the gross receipts of com-
mercial entities operating 
adult websites. 
	 The tax covers sales, 
memberships, subscriptions, 
performances and other 
qualifying content produced, 
sold, filmed or generated in 
Alabama. 
	 The Alabama Department 
of Revenue also says the tax 
applies when the purchaser is 
located in Alabama.
	 The law does not spe-
cifically name OnlyFans or 
impose a separate tax directly 
on every individual creator. 
However, it plainly reaches 
the same online adult-con-
tent economy in which 
creators sell subscriptions, 
performances and recorded 
material.
	 That raises a question Al-
abama lawmakers appear to 
have avoided:
	 What exactly is the state 
taxing?
	 Act 2024-97 declares 
pornography a public health 
crisis. It says pornography 
treats people as commodities 
and increases the demand for 
prostitution, sex trafficking 
and child exploitation. Al-
abama then turned around 
and created a revenue stream 

from the same industry it de-
scribed in those terms.
	 The existence of a tax does 
not grant a license, immuni-
ty or declaration that every 
taxable transaction is lawful. 
Paying Alabama 10% does not 
erase the criminal code.
	 But that is precisely why 
lawmakers must address the 
contradiction they created. 
Alabama is collecting reve-
nue from an industry while 
leaving obscenity and prosti-
tution statutes on the books 
that may reach some of the 
conduct occurring within it.
	 Not every adult image or 
video is legally obscene. Sex-
ually explicit expression does 
not become criminal merely 
because someone considers it 
immoral or offensive.
	 Alabama uses a three-part 
obscenity test. The material, 
taken as a whole, must appeal 
to the prurient interest under 
contemporary community 
standards, depict sexual con-
duct in a patently offensive 
manner and lack serious 
literary, artistic, political or 
scientific value.
	 That is a demanding legal 
standard, as it should be.
	 Yet Alabama’s definitions 
are much broader than many 
people may realize.
	 “Material” includes 
videos, electronic reproduc-
tions, broadcasts, transmis-
sions, telephone communica-
tions and live performances. 
“Sexual conduct” expressly 
includes sexual intercourse, 
masturbation and lewd ex-
hibition of the genitals. Pro-
ducing material includes 

creating, filming, directing or 
staging it.
	 Alabama law prohibits 
knowingly producing, offer-
ing to produce or agreeing 
to produce obscene material 
for something of pecuniary 
value. Its instructions also 
say material that might not 
otherwise be obscene may 
qualify when its commercial 
distribution amounts to ex-
ploitation of erotica solely for 
prurient appeal.
	 That language deserves 
examination in the age of 
custom adult content.
	 There is an understand-
able legal distinction between 
purchasing an existing video 
and paying someone to per-
form a sexual act at the buy-
er’s direction.
	 A general subscription 
may provide access to a col-
lection of previously created 
material. That resembles the 
traditional sale of adult en-
tertainment.
	 A private commission is 
different.
	 In that transaction, a cus-
tomer may select the sexual 
act, dictate what the perform-
er should wear, instruct the 
performer what to say and 
direct how the act should be 
performed. The performer 
then creates the video spe-
cifically for that customer in 
exchange for money.
	 The presence of a camera 
should not end the legal anal-
ysis.
	 When the sole apparent 
purpose is for one paying 
customer to direct another 
person’s sexual conduct for 

personal gratification, law-
makers should explain why 
that is categorically different 
from a commercial sexual 
service.
	 It may still be treated as 
protected content. It may 
instead satisfy Alabama’s ob-
scenity statute in a particular 
case. The answer depends on 
the actual material and the 
complete constitutional test, 
not merely the platform’s 
name.
	 The prostitution question 
is related but distinct.
	 Alabama law prohibits 
soliciting another person to 
engage in sexual intercourse, 
a sexual act or sexual contact 
for monetary consideration 
or something else of market-
able value. It also prohibits 
agreements to engage in in-
tercourse or sexual contact 
with another person for com-
pensation.
	 A remotely produced solo 
video may remain outside the 
traditional definition because 
the purchaser does not physi-
cally participate in the sexual 
contact. That is the principal 
line separating adult content 
from prostitution.
	 But online conduct can 
cross that line.
	 Consider a performer 
who sells paid raffle tickets 
offering prizes such as used 
underwear, sexual devices 
used in videos or an opportu-
nity to have sex with the per-
former while the encounter is 
recorded as content.
	 A paid drawing immedi-
ately raises gambling con-
cerns. Alabama’s Constitu-

tion prohibits lotteries, and 
Alabama authorities gener-
ally recognize the essential 
elements as consideration, 
chance and a prize. Selling 
entries, drawing a winner 
and awarding that winner 
something of value appear to 
satisfy those elements.
	 A raffle offering inter-
course as the prize presents 
an even clearer problem.
	 The participants pay 
money. Chance determines 
which paying participant 
is selected. The advertised 
reward is sexual intercourse 
with the performer.
	 Calling the resulting en-
counter “content” does not 
necessarily change the sub-
stance of the transaction. A 
camera does not automatical-
ly transform sex offered for 
monetary consideration into 
something unrelated to pros-
titution.
	 The same concern applies 
when customers purchase 
private performances in real 
time, direct the performer’s 
sexual conduct and pay ac-
cording to what the perform-
er agrees to do. At some point, 
the word “content” becomes 
less a legal category than a 
convenient label placed over 
a commercial sexual transac-
tion.
	 That does not mean every 
OnlyFans creator is violat-
ing Alabama law. It does not 
mean every explicit video 
is obscene or every custom 
request constitutes prostitu-
tion.
	 It means Alabama’s laws 
were written for a world in 

which pornography was pur-
chased from a store and pros-
titution occurred in a room. 
Technology has collapsed the 
distance between the two.
	 Today, a customer can 
negotiate the price, select 
the performer, direct the 
sexual conduct, watch it live, 
commission a private record-
ing or purchase a chance to 
engage in the act personally. 
Alabama’s criminal laws have 
not clearly addressed where 
protected expression ends 
and commercial sexual activ-
ity begins.
	 Lawmakers cannot cred-
ibly describe pornography as 
a public health crisis, connect 
it to prostitution, tax its sub-
scriptions and performances, 
then refuse to define which 
transactions remain lawful.
	 They should either ex-
plain why these activities are 
protected content, update the 
obscenity and prostitution 
statutes to address digital 
transactions or acknowledge 
that existing laws may al-
ready prohibit conduct the 
state is taxing but not enforc-
ing.
	 Alabama should not 
govern with one hand extend-
ed for tax revenue and the 
other covering its eyes.
	 The final question belongs 
to the Legislature:
	 Why remain dou-
ble-minded, condemning an 
industry in one law, taxing it 
in another and leaving Ala-
bamians to guess whether the 
underlying conduct is expres-
sion, obscenity or prostitu-
tion?

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com

Fairview (from Front)
amenities.
	 The council voted to 
spend up to $1,000 to level 
the slab at the pickleball 
courts, where water drainage 
has proven to be a problem, 
after Mayor Clint Haynes 
and Town Attorney Andy 
Herren presented options for 
re-pouring the slab and even 
possible legal action against 
the contractor who poured 
the current slab. Haynes said 
he spoke with the contractor, 
who responded that “he did 
the concrete within specs.” 
Haynes admitted that he did 
not actually discuss project 
specifications with the con-
tractor. The council did not 
give further consideration to 
legal action.
	 The council also estab-

lished rental rates for the 
pickleball courts at $250 for 
nonprofit groups like schools 
and churches, and $500 for 
private groups or sponsored 
tournaments.
	 Councilman Steve Eddle-
man presented ideas for ex-
tending electrical power dis-
tribution farther through the 
park, to allow for additional 
decorative lighting during 
the park’s annual Christmas 
event.
	 No motion was brought to 
the table, and the council will 
continue researching possi-
bilities.
	 Councilwoman Julie 
Grimes, appointed last month 
to oversee plans for upgrad-
ing the park playground, 
brought an ambitious collec-

tion of options to the table, 
not just for the playground 
but for long-term develop-
ment of the entire park. After 
talking with companies in the 
industry, Grimes presented 
choices from budget to pre-
mium for the playground, 
a hammock lounging area, 
workout equipment, walking 
trails and an amphitheater. 
	 “If you look at that final 
vision down there, it sets 
up almost like little areas of 
gathering for our commu-
nity,” said Grimes, “because 
that’s the whole purpose of 
this park for us, is to bring 
this community together.”
	 Grimes said that the 
biggest version of the plans 
envisioned a 10-year develop-
ment project implemented in 

steps, starting with the play-
ground upgrade.
	 Ideas for the playground 
ranged from a $45,000 relo-
cation of existing equipment 
to $100,000 for relocation 
plus the purchase of certain 
new equipment.
	 The council will consid-
er options when it begins 
budget planning for next year 
later this month.
	 The council voted to pur-
chase a computerized light-
ed sign for town hall in the 
amount of $29,000.
	 Mayor Haynes told the 
council that 13 area business-
es have already committed 
to advertise on the sign with 
digitally rotating screens, at 
a current cost of $2,200 per 
business.

	 Participants will be able 
to advertise on the sign for 
10 years, and new businesses 
or groups will be able to join 
the project in future years at 
prorated amounts.
	 The council once again 
tabled discussion of a fran-
chise fee for Sprout Inter-
net. The town currently 
receives $4,057 per year in 
franchise fees from Cullman 
Jefferson Gas and $490 per 
quarter from Charter Cable. 
Haynes predicted that a 
Sprout franchise fee would 
generate $4,000-6,000 per 
year, and that the company 
would likely add around $3 
per month to customers’ bills 
to cover the cost. The matter 
can be taken up again at the 
next meeting.

	 Haynes also told the 
council he hopes to get job 
information out to the public 
in the next two weeks for the 
park director position re-
cently vacated. He said inter-
views could begin as early as 
September.
	 The council welcomed 
Valerie McKenzie of Wood-
men Life, whose organization 
presented the town a patriot-
ic American flag celebrating 
the nation’s 250th anniver-
sary. The flag is one of 10,000 
ordered by the company for 
distribution to communities 
across the country.
	 The Fairview Town Coun-
cil meets next on Tuesday, 
Sept. 8, at 6 p.m. in Fairview 
Town Hall. The public is in-
vited to attend.
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The Willow Path bringing French Quarter-
inspired fundraiser to Cullman Sept. 17

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cajun 
cuisine, dueling pianos, auc-
tions and the atmosphere 
of New Orleans will come 
together Thursday, Sept. 17, 
during The Willow Path’s 
next major fundraiser.
	 “Passport Series: A Night 
in the French Quarter” will be 
held from 6-10 p.m. at Cotton 
Creek Venue, 417 Third Ave. 
SW, in Cullman.
	 The evening will bene-
fit The Willow Path’s work 
with survivors of domestic 
violence and their children 
throughout Cullman County. 
	 The organization’s pro-
motional materials list 
authentic Cajun cuisine, 
high-energy dueling pianos, a 
bourbon tasting and live and 
silent auctions among the 
evening’s planned attractions. 
The Cullman Area Chamber 
of Commerce describes the 
fundraiser as an immersive 
experience inspired by the 
culture, energy and character 
of New Orleans.
	 Additional features are 
expected to include signature 
cocktails, interactive experi-
ences and other French Quar-
ter-themed elements. 
	 Individual tickets cost 
$70. Tickets will be sold 
through 10:59 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 10. Availability is limited 
and the number of remaining 
tickets is expected to change 
as reservations are made. 

	 Proceeds will help fund 
emergency shelter, counsel-
ing, legal and court advocacy, 
family services, prevention 
education and other forms of 
assistance for survivors work-
ing toward safer and more 
stable futures. 
	 The Willow Path operates 
emergency and transitional 
shelter programs for survi-
vors and their children. Its 
services also include con-
fidential counseling, safety 
planning, support groups, 
court accompaniment, assis-
tance with protection orders, 
child and family advocacy and 
connections to community 
resources. 
	 Shelter advocates are 
available 24 hours a day. 
	 The organization was es-
tablished in 1991 as Victim 
Services of Cullman and ad-
opted The Willow Path name 
in September 2025.
	 The willow tree in its 
branding represents resil-
ience, renewal and the ability 
to endure difficult circum-
stances, while the path rep-
resents a survivor’s continued 
movement toward safety and 
healing. 
	 This year marks the non-
profit’s 35th year of serving 
Cullman County.
	 The organization recently 
reported a 68.5% increase in 
emergency shelter stays and a 
48.8% increase in the number 
of people served during the 
past year. It also reported 
increases in successful pro-

gram completions and clients 
reaching stable housing. 
	 “Domestic violence is 
not just a private issue, it is a 
community issue,” Executive 
Director Jessica Atchley said. 
	 The September fundrais-
er follows the organization’s 
record-setting 2025 Mas-
querade Ball.
	 Approximately 300 
people attended that event, 
which raised an estimated 
$50,000 through ticket sales, 
sponsorships, auctions and 
other activities. 
	 The new name, The 
Willow Path, was also publicly 
announced during that fund-
raiser. 
	 Atchley said following the 
2025 event that community 
support is essential to the 
organization’s ability to stand 
beside survivors.
	 “None of this would be 
possible without our commu-
nity standing with survivors,” 
Atchley said. 
	 Tickets for “A Night in the 
French Quarter” may be pur-
chased at https://donorbox.
org/events/954963/steps/
choose_tickets. 
	 For information about the 
organization or its services, 
call 256-775-2600. The office 
is open Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
	 Anyone experiencing do-
mestic violence or seeking 
immediate assistance may 
call The Willow Path’s 24-
hour crisis line at 256-734-
6100.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Flourish of Cullman to celebrate 10 years at Aug. 14 2nd Fridays

CULLMAN, Ala. — Flourish 
of Cullman will mark a decade 
of helping individuals with 
differing abilities pursue em-
ployment, independence and 
stronger connections within 
their community during the 
Aug. 14 2nd Fridays event in 
downtown Cullman.
	 The nonprofit plans to 
celebrate its 10th anniversary 
at a downtown booth from 5-8 
p.m. Visitors will be able to 
meet members of the Flour-
ish team, learn about its pro-
grams and share memories 
from the organization’s first 
decade.
	 The broader 2nd Fridays 
event, themed “Neon Moon,” 
is scheduled from 5:30-9 p.m. 
and will feature live music, 

food trucks, vendors and 
family activities. 
	 Flourish was established 
in August 2016 after its 
founders identified a need for 
community-based services 
that could help individuals 
with differing abilities live, 
work and participate socially 
with greater independence.
	 Its mission centers on 
supporting each individual’s 
dignity, personal goals and 
ability to become an active 
member of the community. 
	 Flourish organizes its pri-
mary services around three 
areas: Live, Work and Play.
	 The Live program pro-
vides scheduled home visits 
with life coaches who help 
participants establish per-
sonal goals and develop 
skills involving household 
organization, meal planning, 

budgeting, personal care and 
other aspects of independent 
living.
	 The Work program pro-
vides assessments, job-read-
iness training, interview 
assistance, job coaching and 
long-term employment sup-
port. Flourish says the service 
is funded through the Ala-
bama Department of Rehabil-
itation Services.
	 The Play program gives 
participants opportunities to 
form friendships, strength-
en social skills and take part 
in activities throughout the 
community. 
	 Founder and CEO Melissa 
Dew has said Flourish grew 
from seeing individuals leave 
school without adequate 
opportunities to continue 
building employment and in-
dependent-living skills.

	 “I really feel like we have 
a solid organization here, and 
I feel like we’re making an 
impact on the individuals that 
we serve,” Dew said in a 2025 
feature published by the Ala-
bama Department of Rehabil-
itation Services. 
	 Dew’s interest in the work 
was influenced by her young-
er sister, April, who had cere-
bral palsy.
	 Dew later became an oc-
cupational therapy assistant 
and worked with students in 
the Cullman city and county 
school systems before helping 
establish Flourish. 
	 The organization’s growth 
has depended partly on rela-
tionships with Cullman-area 
employers willing to offer 
participants competitive em-
ployment and opportunities 
to demonstrate their abilities.

	 “Cullman has really 
stepped up and offered em-
ployment to the people that 
we serve in our community,” 
Dew said during Flourish’s 
2024 fundraising banquet. 
	 Decatur Vocational Reha-
bilitation Counselor Rachel 
Greene also praised the orga-
nization’s efforts to connect 
participants with employers 
and community resources.
	 “I have only wonderful 
things to say about Flourish 
and their team,” Greene said 
in the 2025 ADRS feature. 
“Melissa is an exceptional 
leader.” 
	 Flourish received the Al-
abama Association of People 
Supporting Employment 
First Agency of the Year 
Award in 2019. 
	 The organization has 
since expanded its work to 

include employment prepa-
ration, life coaching, social 
programs and indepen-
dent-living support. 
	 Current members of the 
organization’s leadership 
team include Dew, Executive 
Director Lisa Butts, Opera-
tions Manager Stacy Monk 
and Office, Finance and 
Human Resources Manager 
Lindsay Robinson. 
	 Flourish’s anniversary 
celebration will recognize 
the individuals served by the 
organization as well as the 
families, employees, volun-
teers, donors, employers and 
community partners who 
have supported its mission 
since 2016.
	 For more information 
about Flourish of Cullman, 
visit  www.flourishofcullman.
com. 

Noah Galilee
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CARTS ridership climbs 29% in July

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman Area Rural Tran-
sit System reported a 29% 
increase in ridership during 
July as its drivers traveled 
more than 46,000 miles con-
necting residents with jobs, 
medical care and other ser-
vices.
	 CARTS provided an av-
erage of 190 rides per oper-
ating day during the month, 
according to figures released 
by the county transportation 
provider.
	 Based on the reported 
percentage increase, CARTS 
averaged approximately 147 
rides per operating day in 
July 2025. That represents an 

increase of roughly 43 daily 
rides over the previous year.
	 The transportation 
system said the numbers 
reflect seniors traveling to 
medical appointments, in-
dividuals with disabilities 
maintaining their indepen-
dence, employees getting to 
work and families reaching 
businesses and essential ser-
vices throughout the commu-
nity.
	 CARTS is a demand-re-
sponse public transportation 
provider serving Cullman 
County. Unlike a traditional 
fixed-route bus system, riders 
generally schedule transpor-
tation based on when and 
where they need to travel. 
	 The system operates a 
fleet of 37 vehicles ranging 

from standard vans to buses 
capable of carrying as many 
as 25 passengers. Thirty-six 
vehicles are equipped with 
accessibility lifts. 
	 CARTS operates Monday 
through Friday, except holi-
days. Its office is open from 
6:30 a.m.-4 p.m., while ride 
reservations may be made 
from 6:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
	 Riders should call 256-
734-1246 no later than 2:30 
p.m. on the business day 
before transportation is 
needed. Same-day rides may 
be available when the sched-
ule allows, but an additional 
$2 charge applies. 

Regular one-way fares are 
based on distance:
•	 Up to 7 miles: $2

•	 More than 7 miles through 
15 miles: $4

•	 More than 15 miles: $6

Riders who are 60 or older 
and riders with disabilities 
receive a 50% discount on 
those fares. Exact change 
is required when boarding. 
CARTS also sells $10 and $20 
punch cards through its driv-
ers and office. 
	 Riders may schedule as 
many as three stops per day 
when space and scheduling 
permit. An additional $1 is 
charged for each stop. 
	 CARTS also operates 
county shopping routes on 
designated weekdays. Those 
routes cost $3 round trip and 
serve different areas of the 

county each day:

•	 Monday: Vinemont, Jones 
Chapel and West Point

•	 Tuesday: Holly Pond, 
Welti and Berlin

•	 Wednesday: Cold Springs, 
Dodge City and Good Hope

•	 Thursday: Baileyton, 
Gold Ridge, Fairview, Joppa, 
Simcoe, Hanceville, Colony, 
Garden City and White City

•	 Friday: Crane Hill and 
Logan

City shopping pickups are 
scheduled for 10 a.m. or noon 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis. 

	 The Cullman County 
Commission on Aging also 
reports that CARTS provides 
free transportation to and 
from the county’s full-time 
senior centers. Riders should 
still call at least one business 
day before transportation 
is needed.  Alabama’s rural 
transit program uses federal 
and local funding to support 
public transportation in com-
munities outside larger ur-
banized areas. Such services 
are intended to help rural 
residents reach health care, 
employment, shopping and 
other necessities. 
	 The CARTS office is locat-
ed at 1950 Beech Ave. SE in 
Cullman. To reserve a ride or 
request additional informa-
tion, call 256-734-1246.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

KATIE DRUMMOND/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE KATIE DRUMMOND/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE KATIE DRUMMOND/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Tax (from Front)

Fairview (from Front)

Day in the 
Park

The Holly Pond Fire 

Department hosted the fifth 

annual Day in the Park event at 

Governors Park on Aug. 1, 2026. 
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	 NOTICE OF
	 MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF CULLMAN

	 Default having been made of the terms of the loan 
documents secured by that certain mortgage executed by 
George M Flanigan, Willie S Flanigan to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for 
Countrywide Home Loans, Inc., its successors and assigns 
dated September 25, 2006; said mortgage being recorded 
on September 29, 2004 in Deed Book 1490, Page 673 in the 
Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. 
Said Mortgage was last sold, assigned and transferred to PNC 
Bank, National Association by assignment recorded in Deed 
Book 2162, Page 657 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of 
Cullman County, Alabama.

	 The undersigned, PNC Bank, National Association, 
under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for 
cash before the main entrance of the Court House in Cullman 
County, Alabama during the legal hours of sale (between 
11am and 4pm), on August 27, 2026 the following property, 
situated in Cullman County, Alabama, to-wit:

Eight tenths (.8) of an acre, more or less, in the Northwest 
quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 5, Township 13 
South, Range 3 West and being more particularly described 
as follows: Commence at the Southwest corner of the said 
forty acre tract, thence North along the West line of the forty a 
distance of 151 feet, thence East 20 feet, thence North 36° 55’ 
East 315 feet, thence North 21° East 210 feet, thence North 
200 feet to an iron pin, which is the point of beginning of the 
property here conveyed, thence South 35° 30’ East 229 feet, 
thence North 55° 55’ East 222 feet, thence North 37° 35’ West 
104 feet thence South 85° 21’ West 255.5 feet to the point of 
beginning. Subject to existing rights of way for public roads 
and public utility lines and poles.

	 Said property is commonly known as 273 Johnson 
Cir, Hanceville, AL 35077.

	 Should a conflict arise between the property address 
and the legal description, the legal description will control.

	 Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), the right of redemption of any taxing 
authority, all outstanding liens for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the property, any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-
way, zoning ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, 
covenants, the statutory right of redemption pursuant to 
Alabama law, and any matters of record including, but not 
limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out above. 
Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named 
or the undersigned. Bidders must perform their own due 
diligence. The successful bidder must present certified funds 
in the amount of the winning bid at the time and place of sale.

	 Alabama law gives some persons who have an 
interest in property the right to redeem the property under 
certain circumstances. Programs may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An attorney 
should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process.

	 ATTENTION ALL PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS: On 
March 1, 2026, the data collection and reporting requirements 
under the U.S. Financial Crimes Enforcement Network 
(FinCEN) new Anti-Money Laundering Rule (the “Rule”), 
found at 89 FR 70258, went into effect. The Rule applies 
to certain residential real estate sale transactions (including 
nonjudicial foreclosures) where the transfer is to a legal entity 
or trust, and which includes cash purchases, private financing 
or financing provided by an institution not subject to a 
federal Anti-Money Laundering or Suspicion Activity Report 
requirement. As part of this Rule, purchasers and sellers are 
required to provide additional information and documentation 
about themselves, their legal entities, and the source of 
funds used in the reportable transaction, if applicable.* The 
collection of this information and documentation is required 
to comply with the Rule’s federal reporting requirements, if 
applicable. This notice is provided for informational purposes 
only and does not constitute legal advice. You are encouraged 
to consult with your own independent legal counsel if 
you have questions about how the FinCEN Anti-Money 
Laundering Rule affects your transaction and whether your 
transaction is reportable.

* The Rule is the subject of ongoing litigation in several 
jurisdictions. We suggest that you seek your own legal counsel 
if you have questions about the status of the Rule and its 
applicability to your sale, if any.

	 The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation 
that the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code, (2) to final confirmation and audit of the status of the 
loan with the holder of the Mortgage, and (3) to confirmation 
that the successful bidder has timely provided all information 
required for reporting under the Rule, 89 FR 70258, if 
applicable.

	 PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
	 as holder of said mortgage
	 McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
	 505 20th Street N, Suite 1775
	 Birmingham, AL 35203
	 Telephone: (205) 216-4238
FT21@mccalla.com
	 File No. 26-08660AL
www.foreclosurehotline.net

	 Cullman Tribune
	 07/23/2026,07/30/2026,08/06/2026

26-08660AL

	 NOTICE OF
	 MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF CULLMAN

	 Default having been made of the terms of the loan 
documents secured by that certain mortgage executed by 
Tina W Bagwell, Joseph M Yovino to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for New 
South Federal Savings Bank, its successors and assigns dated 
May 19, 2004; said mortgage being recorded on May 19, 2004 
in Deed Book 1382, Page 474 as having been modified by 
an agreement recorded in Deed Book 2011, Page 373 in the 
Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. 
Said Mortgage was last sold, assigned and transferred to 
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing by 
assignment recorded in Deed Book 361, Page 827 in the 
Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama.

	 The undersigned, NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing, under and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash before the main entrance of the Court 
House in Cullman County, Alabama during the legal hours 
of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on October 8, 2026 the 
following property, situated in Cullman County, Alabama, to-
wit:

Lot No. Six (6) in Block One (1) of Karter’s Lakeview 
Subdivision as shown and known on the map recorded in 
Book 1, Page 18 in the Probate Records of Cullman County, 
Alabama.

	 Said property is commonly known as 1517 Maple 
Drive Nw, Cullman, AL 35055.

	 Should a conflict arise between the property address 
and the legal description, the legal description will control.

	 Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), the right of redemption of any taxing 
authority, all outstanding liens for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the property, any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-
way, zoning ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, 
covenants, the statutory right of redemption pursuant to 
Alabama law, and any matters of record including, but not 
limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out above. 
Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named 
or the undersigned. Bidders must perform their own due 
diligence. The successful bidder must present certified funds 
in the amount of the winning bid at the time and place of sale.

	 Alabama law gives some persons who have an 
interest in property the right to redeem the property under 
certain circumstances. Programs may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An attorney 
should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process.

	 ATTENTION ALL PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS: On 
March 1, 2026, the data collection and reporting requirements 
under the U.S. Financial Crimes Enforcement Network 
(FinCEN) new Anti-Money Laundering Rule (the “Rule”), 
found at 89 FR 70258, went into effect. The Rule applies 
to certain residential real estate sale transactions (including 
nonjudicial foreclosures) where the transfer is to a legal entity 
or trust, and which includes cash purchases, private financing 
or financing provided by an institution not subject to a 
federal Anti-Money Laundering or Suspicion Activity Report 
requirement. As part of this Rule, purchasers and sellers are 
required to provide additional information and documentation 
about themselves, their legal entities, and the source of 
funds used in the reportable transaction, if applicable.* The 
collection of this information and documentation is required 
to comply with the Rule’s federal reporting requirements, if 
applicable. This notice is provided for informational purposes 
only and does not constitute legal advice. You are encouraged 
to consult with your own independent legal counsel if 
you have questions about how the FinCEN Anti-Money 
Laundering Rule affects your transaction and whether your 
transaction is reportable.

* The Rule is the subject of ongoing litigation in several 
jurisdictions. We suggest that you seek your own legal counsel 
if you have questions about the status of the Rule and its 
applicability to your sale, if any.

	 The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation 
that the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code, (2) to final confirmation and audit of the status of the 
loan with the holder of the Mortgage, and (3) to confirmation 
that the successful bidder has timely provided all information 
required for reporting under the Rule, 89 FR 70258, if 
applicable.

	 NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING
	 as holder of said mortgage
	 McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
	 505 20th Street N, Suite 1775
	 Birmingham, AL 35203
	 Telephone: (205) 216-4238
FT21@mccalla.com
	 File No. 26-08205AL
www.foreclosurehotline.net

	 Cullman Tribune
	 07/30/2026,08/06/2026,08/13/2026

26-08205AL

Are you a Black father who experienced
foster care as a child and now have a son?

Doctoral student Charles Ballard III is
seeking participants for a voluntary and

confidential study of Black fathers building
relationships with their sons. 

Contact: charlesballardiii1154@gmail.com

Doctoral Study PARTICIPANTS NEEDED
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACTION OF 
CULLMAN COUNTY COMMISSION Notice is hereby given that the Cullman County 
Commission (the Commission) will meet in public session at 4:00 P.M. August 11th 
2026, in the Cullman County Courthouse located at 500 2nd Avenue SW, Room 105, 
Cullman, Alabama 35055, for the purpose of considering the transaction of 
business that may properly come before the Commission, such business to include, 
among other things, consideration of a resolution (the Authorizing Resolution) 
approving the execution and delivery of that certain Shopping Center Project 
Development Agreement (the Agreement), to be dated its date of execution, among 
Cullman County (the County), the City of Cullman (the City), and API Cullman, L.L.C. 
a Delaware Limited Liability Company (Developer). The terms of the Agreement 
address certain obligations of the County, the City, and Developer regarding the 
construction, development and operation, on approximately twelve (12) acres of 
real property located within the City (the Site), of a shopping center development 
(the Project). Under the Agreement, the County would be obligated to remit and 
pay to the Developer, from Net sales and use taxes (approximately 1.10%) on 
construction materials, derived from businesses located inside Cullman County, 
paid by the Company for the Project and received by the County in the amount not 
to exceed $96,491 and to be paid on opening day of the Project. 

One-half (1/2) of the Net sales taxes (approximately 1.10%) realized upon taxable 
sales originating and collected from the operations of the Project during the life of 
this Agreement, excluding net sales taxes from the anchor tenant A0 illustrated on 
the site plan to the extent engaged in the sale of sporting goods, restaurants and 
any business relocating from an existing location in Cullman County.  The rebate 
shall not to exceed $1,929,825 and is to be paid quarterly for a period not to exceed 
ten (10) years. Relocating business shall be defined as a business currently located 
in Cullman County that relocates to this Project. 

Improvements to Swafford Road SW, Cherokee Avenue SW, and Main Avenue SW 
with input from the Company, subject to a maximum expenditure of Three 
Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($300,000.00) or forty percent (40%) of the 
total project cost.  The expenditure may include in-kind work by the County for such 
improvements (the “Infrastructure Work”). The final decisions regarding said 
infrastructure improvements will be made by the city engineer(s). 
If approved, the Agreement will be executed and delivered pursuant to the 
Constitution and laws of the State of Alabama, including, without limitation, Section 
94.01 of the Constitution of Alabama of 2022 (formerly codified as Amendment No. 
772 to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, as amended). The County has 
determined that the development of the Project will substantially expand and 
enhance the prosperity, contentment, and general welfare of the County and its 
residents by, among other things, (i) aiding in the elimination and remediation of 
blight and similar effects resulting from underuse of the Site; (ii) promoting 
enhancement and adaptive reuse of a high-visibility area of the County; (iii) bringing 
substantial commercial activity to an under developed area and fostering the use 
and development of underutilized commercial properties around the Site; (iv) 
helping improve the appearance and vibrancy of undeveloped areas of the County; 
(v) expanding commercial activity within the County; (vi) facilitating the growth and 
development of commercial sites and developments around the Site; (vii) 
supporting and expanding industrial and economic development within the County; 
and (viii) expanding jobs and employment opportunities within the County. The 
business entities and individuals to whom or for whose benefit the County 
proposes to lend its credit or grant public funds or thing of value are the Developer, 
API Cullman, L.L.C. Further information concerning the information in this notice 
can be obtained from the Commission at the offices thereof during normal 
business hours.  

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider
“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

www.alabamapublichealth.gov/imm

Prior to entering Prior to entering 
any Alabama school any Alabama school 
or child care center, or child care center, 

an up-to-date an up-to-date 
Certificate of Certificate of 

Immunization must Immunization must 
be submitted for be submitted for 

each child.each child.

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om

ChildrensAL.org/hot-car

STOP. 
LOOK. 
LOCK.
Prevent hot car deaths.

Are you a Black father who experienced
foster care as a child and now have a son?

Doctoral student Charles Ballard III is
seeking participants for a voluntary and

confidential study of Black fathers building
relationships with their sons. 

Contact: charlesballardiii1154@gmail.com

Doctoral Study PARTICIPANTS NEEDED
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Obituary Announcements: Aug. 4-5
Nancy Bryan, 83
Nancy Bryan, 83, of Cullman, 
Alabama, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by her 
loved ones on Aug. 3, at Cullman 
Regional Medical Center. Born 
March 15, 1943, in Cullman 
Alabama, to Lowell and Vivian 
Turner. Nancy grew up in the 
Jones Chapel area and married 
the love of her life Martin 
Wayne Bryan and was faithfully 
married for 59 years. Her home 
supplied a warm refuge for 
her kids, grandkids and great 
grandkids, where the door 
was always open and food was 
always in the fridge or cabinet! 
Nancy graduated from Wallace 
State cosmetology school and 
served the Sardis community as 
a beautician for 40 years. Her 
beauty shop was known for a 
pleasant atmosphere where she 
continuously offered joy and 
friendship to all her clients. She 
also loved to raise flowers, often 
supplying others with floral 
grave decorations among other 
things. Nancy was never shy 
about her faith in Jesus, standing 
ready to share with anyone the 
hope that was within her. She 
will be remembered for her 
kindness, generosity, and love for 
her family. Her outspokenness, 
laughter and loyalty were gifts 
to everyone who knew her!” 
Nancy was preceded in death 
by her Husband Martin Wayne 
Bryan, her parents Lowell and 
Vivian Turner and one sister 
and two brother in laws; Eva 
(Ezra) Woodard and Houston 
Bryan. She is survived by two 
children; Rhonda and Tim 
Bryan, grandchildren; Jeremy 
(Alana) Bartlett, Chris (Kristin) 
Bartlett, Wes (Patricia) Bryan 
and Jake (Haley) Bryan; great 
grandchildren; Michael (Riley) 
Bartlett, Lacie (Brady) Sherrell, 
Kole Bartlett, Jacee Bartlett, 

Madalynn, Malachiah, Judah, 
EttaGrace, Eden Bartlett, 
Peyton and Triton Bryan and 
Jaxon, Mia, Emma Bryan. four 
brothers; Dillard, Jerry, Ronald, 
and Randy Turner. two sisters; 
Elaner (Billy) Paris, Shirley 
Bryan. Along with a host of 
nieces and nephews. Services 
will be held at Sardis Baptist 
Church on Thursday August 
6th at 2 p.m. Bro. Chris Bartlett, 
Bro William McClellan and Bro 
Barry Thomas officiating. The 
family will receive friends at the 
church from 12-2 p.m. prior to 
the funeral.  Interment will be in 
the adjoining cemetery. Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the family. Friends may 
sign the online guestbook at 
www.cullmanfuneralhome.com.

Jeremy Lee Barber, 48
Jeremy Lee Barber, age 48 
of Vinemont, passed away 
on Saturday, Aug. 1, 2026, at 
UAB/University of Alabama 
Hospital. He was born, June 
20, 1978, to Wilburn Barber 
and Linda Barber. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents; brother's, Christopher 
Michael Barber and James 
Allen Barber; grandparents, 
Dorothy and Joseph Carlisle. 
Survivors include his daughter, 
Ashlee Barber; son, Brayden 
Woodruff; aunt, Marie Hartwig; 
nephew, Christian Barber; 
sister-in-law, Shelia Barber and 
a host of friends. A gathering 
of friends will be held on 
Saturday, Aug. 8, 2026, from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. at the Dodge City 
Fire Department. The family 
has asked to bring a covered 
dish since Jeremy wishes were 
to eat and have a great time.

Jeraldine Walker, 94
Funeral Service for Jeraldine 
Walker, age 94 of Cullman, 

will be at noon on Thursday, 
Aug. 6, 2026, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home with 
Bro. Tim Aris officiating; 
burial at Crossroads Cemetery. 
Visitation will be from 10 
a.m.-noon on Thursday, Aug. 
6, 2026, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family. 
Mrs. Walker passed away on 
Monday, Aug. 3, 2026, at her 
residence. She was born, Feb. 
19, 1932. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Grady 
and Claira Mitchell; husband, 
James Earl " J.E." Walker; 
sons, Mitch Walker and Phillip 
Walker; daughter, Vicki Walker; 
four sister's and one brother. 
Survivors include her daughters, 
Kathy Walker and Lisa Boothe; 
grandchildren, Brandie, Jeremy, 
Adam, Kelly, Jarod, Jessica, 
Saige, Lindsay and Kristi; 
18 great grandchildren; nine 
great great grandchildren; 1 
great great great grandchild 
and a host of family & friends. 
Pallbearers are, Adam, Jarod, 
Jeremy, Gary, Kyle and Mike.

Franklin D. Butts, 92
Funeral services for Franklin D. 
Butts, 92, of Walter, Alabama 
will be held at 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 8, 2026, at the Hanceville 
Funeral Home. Burial will follow 
at the Duck River Cemetery in 
Walter. Visitation will be held 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. prior to the 
funeral service. Born in 1933 
in Hanceville, Alabama, Frank 
spent much of his childhood 
working in the fields with his 
brothers, sister and mother to 
help support their family after 
the passing of his father in 1945. 
In 1954, Frank was inducted 
into the U.S. Army where he 
was trained as a radio operator. 
Prior to shipping out to serve in 

Japan, Frank married the love 
of his life, Nelda June Loyd — a 
partnership that would define 
the rest of his days. Following his 
return from Japan and discharge 
from the Army in 1956, Frank 
attended the Alverson Draughn 
Business College, and in 1957 
began a 33+ year career with the 
Standard Oil Company, which 
is now known as the Chevron 
Corporation. During his career, 
Frank excelled in many roles and 
eventually became a Supervisory 
Analyst. His profession took him 
to live and work in several states, 
including Alabama, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, Tennessee and 
Georgia. During his career, 
Frank and June also raised two 
sons. In 1991, Frank retired 
from Chevron and he and June 
returned to Walter, Alabama, 
just a stone’s throw from where 
they had each been born, to 
build their forever home. Once 
it was completed in 1994, they 
began traveling. Over the next 
20 years, Frank and June made 
multiple months-long trips to 
Alaska and destinations across 
the continental United States, 
reviving a family camping 
tradition from when their sons 
were young — a tradition that 
brought him joy throughout 
his life. In 2014, June was 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s 
disease and Frank became her 
primary caregiver. He cared for 
her with unwavering devotion, 
fulfilling this new life challenge 
with the same strength, resolve 
and tenderness he had shown 
throughout his life, all the way 
back to when he lost his father 
at the age of 12. Frank is survived 
by his son, Stuart (Claudia) 
Butts; granddaughter, Kylie 
Butts; grandson Sean Butts; and 
a host of nieces and nephews. 
Frank is preceded in death by his 
wife of 65+ years, June (Loyd) 

Butts; his son, Steven Butts, and 
his parents, John Wesley and 
Rosa (Staton) Butts. Frank was 
known for his steady kindness, 
quick humor and the way he 
made everyone feel welcome. 
He will be deeply missed and 
forever remembered by those 
who loved him. His legacy of 
love, resilience and kindness 
lives on in all who knew him.

Joyce Marie Ballard, 66
Funeral service for Joyce Marie 
Ballard, 66, of Crane Hill will 
be 11 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 6 
at Hanceville Funeral Home 
Chapel. Burial will follow the 
service at Hopewell Cemetery.  
Visitation was Wednesday, Aug. 
5 from 5-8 p.m. at Hanceville 
Funeral Home. Joyce Marie 
Ballard went to be with her 
Lord and Savior on Aug. 3, 2026, 
surrounded by family. Born on 
Sept. 24, 1959, Joyce was the 
daughter of Jessie “Buster” 
Cochran and Daisy May Davis-
Cochran. She was a member of 
Hanceville Assembly of God 
and loved her church family 
deeply. No name could have 
suited Joyce more. She had a 
remarkable ability to find the 
blessing in even the hardest 
trials and to hold on to joy 
when circumstances gave her 
every reason not to. Her heart 
remained full of faith in God and 
gratitude through every season. 
Joyce was strong, generous, and 
full of life. She loved to laugh, 
never met a stranger, and had 
a gift for making others feel 
welcome wherever she went. 
Her family was her greatest 
joy. She believed deeply in the 
people she loved, saw their 
strength even when they could 
not see it themselves, and 
never stopped believing in 
who they could become. Joyce 
encouraged her children to 

be generous, to treat others as 
they wished to be treated and to 
pursue their goals. She also led 
by example, returning to college 
in her forties while working full 
time and earning her associate’s 
degree. Joyce especially 
cherished her grandchildren, 
treasured every moment with 
them, and took great pride in 
the people they were becoming. 
During her final days, Joyce 
was lovingly cared for by her 
husband, who considered it a 
privilege to return even a small 
portion of the love and care she 
had given him throughout their 
life together. They would have 
celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Dec. 24, 2026. 
Joyce is survived by her husband, 
Hobert Ballard; her children, 
Amanda Bentley, Brandy Pratt 
(Sam), and Adam Ballard 
(Laura); seven grandchildren; 
one great-grandson; and her 
sister, Shirley Hodge, and many 
loved nieces and nephews.  And 
of course, Teddy, a sweet Yorkie, 
who managed to win Joyce over 
despite her vow to never love 
another fur baby after losing 
her precious Pomeranian, 
Remshot. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, Jessie 
“Buster” Cochran and Daisy 
May Davis-Cochran; her sisters, 
Mary Jane Ashwander, Betty 
Long, and Elaine McDowell; 
and her brother, Billy Cochran. 
Generosity and love for others 
were at the very center of who 
Joyce was. To honor that legacy, 
we invite donations in her 
memory to the Good Samaritan 
Clinic of Cullman here  Donate 
Now or by mail at 401 Arnold 
Street NE Suite A, Cullman, AL 
35055 Serving as pallbearers 
will be Adam Ballard, 
Austin Ballard, Skyler Lynn, 
Johnny Ashwander, Johnny 
McDowell, and Brett Jacobs. 

FREE OBITUARY LISTINGS
HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US

Email: obits@cullmantribune.com
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory
– "Sincere Compassionate Care" –

CULLMAN’S ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN
DIRECT CREMATION $1,695 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

 100% Locally Owned & Operated
by Steve and Hilda Rodgers

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

Anna (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Anna 
is an approximately 2-year-
old Anatolian Shepherd mix 
with a gentle spirit, a happy 
heart and plenty of love to 
share. She’s The Cullman 
Tribune Pet of the Week. 

	 Anna has a low-to-me-
dium energy level, making 
her an easygoing companion 
who is still ready for an af-
ternoon of running and play-
ing in a large yard. Friendly 
and welcoming, she never 
meets a stranger and happily 
greets new people as though 
they are already part of her 

family.
	 Beyond her playful per-
sonality, Anna possesses 
an especially caring nature. 
When someone has diffi-
culty getting up from the 
ground, she calmly stands 
still and provides steady 
support without hesitation. 
Her patience, attentiveness 

and natural desire to help 
could allow Anna to become 
an extraordinary therapy or 
companion dog. 
	 Whether she is offering 
quiet comfort or joining her 
person for some outdoor fun, 
Anna appears ready to form 
a loyal and lasting bond.
	 Anna’s adoption fee is 

$130 and includes her spay, 
rabies vaccination, micro-
chip, general vaccinations, 
dewormer and wellness ex-
amination.
	 To meet Anna, visit 
the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 935 Con-
vent Road NE. It’s open 
Monday through Friday, 

from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. You 
can also call 256-734-
5448 or email cullmanan-
imalshelter@co.cullman.
al.us.       
	 If Anna has already been 
adopted, the shelter has 
many other wonderful ani-
mals waiting for their own 
loving homes.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com


