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WildWater Cullman 
celebrates grand opening 

of Paradise Lazy River

Fairview Town Council talks park and playground

FAIRVIEW, Ala. — The Fairview Town Council on Monday discussed plans for 

the town park, starting with the pickleball courts and lighting, then venturing into ideas for long-term develop-ment of an upgraded play-ground and other 

CULLMAN, Ala. — WildWa-ter Cullman officially opened its new Paradise Lazy River Tuesday with a ribbon-cut-ting ceremony, marking the largest single expansion in the park's history. The 1,000-foot lazy river — among the longest in the Southeast — adds 400,000 gallons of water, 17,725 square feet of attraction space and room for 1,000 additional guests to the park. The expansion doubles much of the park's guest comfort footprint, adding more than 400 new lounge chairs, 30 new tables, 15 new cabanas and 15 new giant umbrellas, along with 300 

new inner tubes and twice the deck space, connected by new walkways throughout the park. The Paradise Lazy River can accommodate 600 guests in the water and 400 on the surrounding deck at once. The project also intro-duces The Sandbar, a new bar and grill located along the river, and new restroom facil-ities. WildWater is a landmark feature of Cullman's OmniS-ports District, a 155-acre hub of parks and recreation facil-ities in the heart of Cullman that also includes the Cull-man Wellness and Aquatic Center, The OmniPlex, Her-itage Park, Field of Miracles and the Active Adult Center. The district drew more than 1.2 million visitors 

W.C. Manncraig@cullmantribune.com
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Valerie McKenzie of Woodmen Life presents to the Fairview Town Council one of 10,000 patriotic flags made for the organization for distribution across the country. Left to right are Valerie McKenzie, Steve Eddleman, Mayor Clint Haynes, Charles Banister, Eddie Robertson and Julie Grimes.W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Nicholas Jock Griffith CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE» PAGE 2

Morgan County man arrested in Cullman County livestock theft investigation

Vinemont Town Council approves town hall expansion » PAGE 3

Flourish of Cullman to celebrate 10 years at Aug. 14 2nd Fridays » PAGE 5

CARTS ridership climbs 29% in July » PAGE 5

EDITORIALThe new Sin Tax » PAGE 4

�����������

����������� �����������

��

YEARSThank you, Cullman, for the best 80 years of our lives.�����������

WildWater Cullman officially opened its new Paradise Lazy River Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2026, with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.CULLMAN PARKS, RECREATION & SPORTS TOURISM

CULLMAN PARKS, RECREATION & SPORTS TOURISM
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CHS opens new STEM 
and career tech center

Former Cold Springs coach Paige Adams pleads 
guilty: Sentenced to 7 years, will serve 1 year in prison

CULLMAN, Ala. — Former 
Cold Springs High School 
teacher and head girls’ bas-
ketball coach Paige Parker 
Adams pleaded guilty Thurs-
day to two felony school em-
ployee sex offenses and three 

counts of distributing ob-
scene material to a student.
 Cullman County Circuit 
Court Judge Emily Johnston 
accepted the negotiated plea 
agreement and sentenced 
Adams, 35, to 84 months, or 
seven years, in the Alabama 
Department of Corrections.
 Under a split sentence, 

Adams must serve 12 months 
in prison day for day. She will 
then complete 36 months 
of supervised probation, 
according to the plea agree-
ment and a statement from 
Cullman County District At-
torney Champ Crocker.
 The court also ordered 
Adams to register under the 

Alabama Sex Offender Regis-
tration and Community No-
tification Act as a result of the 
two felony convictions. She 
must surrender her teaching 
certificate.
 Under the agreement, 
Adams pleaded guilty on the 
first count to a lesser-includ-
ed Class C felony 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
City Schools on Friday, Aug. 
7, officially cut the ribbon and 
opened the new STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics) and 
career tech center at Cullman 
High School.
 Officials with Cullman 
City Schools, the City of 
Cullman and local agencies 
assembled at Cullman High 
to formally open the new 
center, which consists of a 
new, two-story wing located 
behind the agriculture class/
shop on Fourth Street.
 “I have so much gratitude 
for the many people it took to 
turn this vision into a reality,” 
CHS Principal Allison Tuggle 

said. “It will allow students 
the opportunity to develop 
hands-on expertise and earn 
certifications in career tech 
fields.”
 Officials partnered with 
Mazda and Toyota, among 
others, to ensure the cur-
riculum and training will 
directly fill the needs of area 
industries. The system has 
developed programs that are 
aligned with local industry 
needs, with courses of study 
focused on engineering, com-
puter science, health science, 
cybersecurity, educators and 
training, animal sciences and 
marketing.
 “The future is bright for 
Cullman City Schools and 
I can’t wait to see what the 
future holds,” Cullman City 
Schools Director of Academic 

Affairs Lindsay Brannon said.
 The new facility provides 
cutting-edge space for STEM 
programs, cybersecurity, 
health science, educators and 
training, computer science 
and marketing classrooms. 
The project also includes 

3,900 square feet of dedicat-
ed space (on the lower level) 
for modern manufacturing, 
as well as 150 additional 
parking spaces for students 
and staff.
 “We’re not just opening 
a new wing, but 

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com
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Paige Parker Adams
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Left to right are Gracie Goble, 
Zachary Harris and 
Miguel Hurtado Jr.

CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT
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3 charged in Rosemont 
Avenue home invasion, 
robbery in Cullman

Daffney Matline
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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Traffic 
stop leads 
to fentanyl 
trafficking 
arrest in 
Cullman 
County

Cullman County Department 
of Human Resources Director 
Amy Smith, left, accepts a 
donation of coloring books 
from Fairview High School 
student and 2026 Junior Miss 
Alabama Princess Jesslyn 
White. The books will be 
given to children entering 
foster care in 
Cullman County.
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Fairview student Jesslyn 
White uses pageant 
platform to support children 
entering foster care
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Cullman City Schools on Friday, Aug. 7, 2026, officially cut the ribbon and opened the new STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) and career tech center at Cullman High School.
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900+ gather for inaugural 
Christina Chambers Twilight 5K

Beneath the surface, part 
1: ADEM says Vista Lago 
permit is first direct NPDES 
discharge to Smith Lake

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Alabama Department of En-

vironmental Management 
has issued a wastewater dis-
charge permit for the planned 
Vista Lago Smith Lake Devel-
opment in Bremen 

CULLMAN, Ala. — More 
than 900 runners and walk-
ers filled the streets around 
Cotton Creek Friday night 
for the inaugural Christina 
Chambers Twilight 5K, turn-
ing a memorial to a Cullman 
native and sports journalist 
into one of the largest races 
the city has hosted. 
 The Aug. 7 event honored 
Christina Chambers, a 2006 
Cullman High School grad-
uate, former WBRC sports 
reporter and avid runner who 
died in December 2025 at age 
38. 
 The race began at Cotton 
Creek and carried partic-

ipants through southwest 
Cullman before returning to 
the venue for an evening of 
food, activities and live music 
by Fly By Radio. Cotton 
Creek served as the central 
gathering point for the event. 
 What had initially been 
projected to attract 500 
or more participants grew 
considerably as race day ap-
proached. WBRC reported 
Friday that organizers were 
expecting more than 800 
runners and walkers. Post-
race accounts put participa-
tion above 900.
 “We had 909 registered 
participants for the race,” 
Christina’s sister, Maria 
Chambers Clark told The 
Tribune. “To see so many of 

our family and friends and 
the Cullman community 
out there running and walk-
ing for Christina meant the 
world to us. Christina made 
an impact on so many people 
and her legacy will live on.” 
 For those closest to 
Chambers, the response re-
flected something larger than 
interest in a 5K.
 Nick Canaday, a friend 
who helped with the event, 
said the turnout was a reflec-
tion of the number of lives 
she touched.
 “I think we have an unbe-
lievable turnout, but it’s not 
because people love running 
or because we’ve done a good 
job. It’s because of the impact 
Christina had on 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Noah Galilee, WBRC 
Contributors

« A map submitted as 
part of the Vista Lago 
wastewater permit 
materials shows the 
development’s permitted 
boundary, wastewater 
treatment plant discharge 
point and Outfall 01, 
where treated wastewater 
is authorized to enter 
Smith Lake. The map was 
prepared by Landmark 
Engineering Group 
and received by the 
Alabama Department 
of Environmental 
Management’s Water 
Division in April 2025.ADEM/LANDMARK ENGINEERING GROUP

Cullman County Sheriff-elect 
Chad Whaley

NOAH GALILEE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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training in Cullman 
County schools
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CATA visit
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to Home Dinner to 
benefit North Alabama 
Agriplex coming Aug. 
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Blountsville 
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needed » PAGE 2

West Family Farms opens 
seasonal U-pick flower 
field in Eva » PAGE 7

More than 900 runners and walkers filled the streets around Cotton Creek Friday night, 
Aug. 7, 2026, for the inaugural Christina Chambers Twilight 5K.

SHERRY BROWN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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The Aug. 7 event honored 
Christina Chambers, 
a 2006 Cullman High 
School graduate, former 
WBRC sports reporter and 
avid runner who died in 
December 2025 at age 38.
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City, county approve incentives 
for new shopping center

County Commission approves project agreement 
for The Shoppes at Heritage Park in 3-2 vote

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Commis-
sion approved two economic 
development agreements, 
adopted several policies 
and handled a number of 
contracts, purchases and 
other items during its Aug. 

11 meeting. The commission 
also recognized Brooklynn 
Merriman for winning 2026 
Teen Miss Alabama, as well 
as 2026 Miss Alabama Straw-
berry Festival. 
	 Adopting Resolution No. 
2026-40, the Commission 
approved a project agree-
ment with API Cullman 
LLC under Amendment 772. 

The resolution passed 3-2, 
with Commissioners Kerry 
Watson and Garry March-
man voting in opposition.
	 The agreement provides a 
tax abatement for a new eco-
nomic development project, 
identified as The Shoppes at 
Heritage Park by the City of 
Cullman earlier this week. 
Amendment 772 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The City 
of Cullman and Cullman 
County have approved a per-
formance-based incentive 
package for a new shopping 
center expected to bring na-
tional retailers to Cullman, 
with officials projecting the 
development could generate 
approximately $29.7 mil-
lion for local governments, 
schools and volunteer fire 
departments over the next 
decade.
	 The new shopping center, 
called The Shoppes at Heri-
tage Park in plans provided 
by the city, will be located at 
the corner of Swafford Road 
Southwest and Cherokee 
Avenue Southwest. 
	 Officials said the package 
includes a sales tax revenue 
share of up to $5 million, im-

provements to Swafford Road 
and an additional incentive 
of up to $250,000 tied to 
construction materials pur-
chased locally.
	 Unlike an upfront pay-
ment to the developer, the 
primary incentives are tied to 
economic activity generated 
by the project.
	 “This development is an 
investment in Cullman and 
in our community’s future,” 
Cullman Mayor Woody 
Jacobs said. “Bringing na-
tional tenants to Cullman 
gives our residents more 
choices and more reasons to 
shop here at home. Keeping 
those dollars in our commu-
nity strengthens our local 
economy, creates jobs and 
generates additional tax rev-
enue that can be reinvested 
in our schools, communities, 
infrastructure and public ser-
vices.”

	 Under the largest portion 
of the agreement, the devel-
oper will be eligible to receive 
up to $5 million through a 
share of sales tax revenue 
generated by qualifying new 
retail stores at the develop-
ment during a 10-year period.
	 Approximately 60% of 
that revenue share will come 
from the City of Cullman and 
40% from Cullman County.
	 The provision is specif-
ically limited to new retail 
activity.
	 Retailers already oper-
ating in Cullman would not 
qualify for the incentive if 
they simply relocate an exist-
ing store to the new shopping 
center. Restaurant sales are 
also excluded from the reve-
nue-sharing program.
	 Cullman County Com-
mission Chairman Jeff Clem-
ons said the project reflects 
cooperation between the city 

and county in recruiting new 
investment.
	 “This is a great example 
of what can happen when the 
city and county work togeth-
er toward a common goal,” 
Clemons said. “This devel-
opment represents a signifi-
cant investment in our com-
munity and will create new 
opportunities for residents 
while strengthening Cullman 
County’s retail and economic 
base.”
	 The package also includes 
improvements to Swafford 
Road, which officials said will 
address existing infrastruc-
ture needs while preparing 
the surrounding area for ad-
ditional development.
	 “Swafford Road needs 
attention, and this develop-
ment gives us an opportunity 
to make an investment in that 
roadway while bringing new 
businesses and 

Liz Tankersley
liz@cullmantribune.com

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com
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The new shopping center, called The Shoppes at Heritage Park in plans provided by the city, will be 
located at the corner of Swafford Road Southwest and Cherokee Avenue Southwest.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
• The Cullman County Special 
Education Program is seek-
ing to locate children with 
disabilities ages 0-21 within 
the Cullman County School 
District. Ages 0-3 call Kristie 
Smith, 256-734-3253. Ages 
3-21 call Katie Meigs, Special 
Education Coordinator, 256-
739-0486, Ext 2.
• The system is also seeking 
to locate intellectually gifted 
and talented children, with 
the emphasis on second-grade 
students.
• Contact Special Education 
Coordinator Katie Meigs at 
17600 U.S. Highway 31 N, Cull-
man, Al 35058.

The Poetry of Recovery: Re-
covery Support Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 
514 Cleveland Ave. SW in Cull-
man. Facebook/The Poetry of 
Recovery. Contact Jeff at 727-
542-6413 or John at 256-636-
0612.

Cullman County Historical 
Society Meetings
We meet the fourth Sunday 
of the month from 2-4 p.m. at 
the Cullman County Museum. 
Each meeting features a spe-
cific program or speaker. Join 
us!

Attention Senior Citizens
• If you are 60 or over, please 
come to the Cullman Senior 
Center at 1539 Sportsman 
Lake Road NW and have some 
fun with us and eat lunch. 
Good fun, good friends and 
good food. Different things 
going on Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.-noon.
• Volunteers needed to deliv-
er meals to homebound. Call 
Commission on Aging for info. 
256-734-1241.  

Cullman County Republican 
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman 
VFW. President Cathi Brad-
ford: “We are going to begin 
training to track legislation 
in Montgomery. If you need 
information, you can directly 
message me on Facebook.” 
Full meals at 5:30. Meetings 
start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 9 
a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 p.m. We 
are located at 1503 Second St. 
SW, Cullman (in the Housing 
Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Sup-
port Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Al-
abama Career Center, 1201 
Katherine St. NW in Cullman. 
Contact Olivia Wade, case 
manager, at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station next to 
the town’s park. Beauty and 
health products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food and 
many everyday items. A dona-
tion of $20 will allow a shop-
per to fill up a bag, and for $40 
a shopper can fill a large box. 
Some of the items of greater 
value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some 
restrictions and product limits 
on the items. Cash and checks 
accepted. Proceeds will be 

used for park improvements 
and capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Epis-
copal Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 256-
841-2209 or 256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Nazarene, 
5415 Alabama Highway 157. 
CLOSED literature study. 
Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sen-
sibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the 
Donald E. Green Adult Active 
Center, 1625 Cleveland Ave. 
SW. The first meeting is free. 
TOPS, a national program, 
is a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss and 
management through weekly 
meetings providing informa-
tion, accountability, support 
and encouragement where you 
make the changes that make 
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fel-
lowship for those affected by 
someone else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our expe-
riences, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope by 
letting others know that they 
are not alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. 
We Respect Your Anonymity. 
Our program is not a religious 
one, but a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family Life 
Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don 
or Nancy McKenzie 256-736-
3327 or 256-736-3470 for 
more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups 
are a fellowship of friends and 
family whose lives have been 
affected by alcoholism. The 
Cullman Serenity Al-Anon 
Group meets each Monday 
at noon at 1519 St. Joseph 
Dr. NE. There is also a Zoom 
meeting each Tuesday at noon. 
The Courage to Change Al-
Anon Family Group meets on 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 305 
Arnold St. NE in the Carriage 
House, located between the 
church and the Arnold House 
on the corner. For more infor-
mation call 256-734-2231 or 
256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, 
AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit Life 
Church 
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, 
Cullman
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcullman@
gmail.com

• FB-Spirit Life Church Cull-
man

Shirley Burden Public Li-
brary in Hanceville
• The library is open Tues-
day-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed from noon-1 p.m.) 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Join us on Facebook 
for weekly details or please 
feel free to call us at 256-
352-0685. Follow Facebook/
Hanceville Public Library for 
event details. 
• Saturday, Aug. 15, 10 a.m. 
Adult book club
• Tuesday, Aug. 18, 3:30-4:30 
p.m. Teenage club art project
• Wednesday, Aug. 19, 10 a.m. 
Storytime with college volun-
teer
• Wednesday, Aug. 26, 10 a.m. 
Children’s book club and sto-
rytime with Briana Taylor and 
Angelyn Riggs
• Wednesday, Sept. 2, 10 a.m. 
Storytime with teenager Sa-
vannah Kesick reading "Frog 
& Toad"
• Wednesday, Sept. 9, 10 a.m. 
Storytime with Suhana, board 
member
• Thursdays, 1-3 p.m., Crochet 
class 
• We are looking for commu-
nity volunteers to read story-
time on Wednesdays. Contact 
Teresa Rivera for details. Vol-
unteers make our library suc-
cessful, so we thank our local 
community.

Interested in Quilting? 
Nimble Thimbles Quilt 
Guild
Thursday, Aug. 13, at 9:30 a.m. 
at St. Andrew's Methodist 
Church, 615 Main SW. Every-
one welcome.

Heartland Quilt Guild
Heartland Quilt Guild will 
meet Thursday, Aug. 13, at 
6 p.m. at Christ Covenant 
Church, 1310 Saint Joseph Dr. 
NW Cullman, Al 35055. Quil-
ters of all experience levels are 
welcome.

Holly Pond Lions Club 
All-You-Can-Eat Pancake 
Breakfast 
Saturday, Aug. 15, from 6-9 
a.m. at the Holly Pond Lions 
Club Building. For a donation, 
guests can enjoy pancakes, 
bacon, sausage and coffee, 
available for dine-in or take-
out. All proceeds will support 
the HP Lions Club Project 
Fund and the local food pantry. 
Thank you community for 
supporting your local Lions 
Club.

Sacred Heart Church Christ-
mas in September
Saturday, Sept. 19, 7 a.m. -7 
p.m. and Sunday, Sept. 20, 8 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Shop for gently 
used holiday decorations in 
the Sacred Heart Church gym. 
Proceeds go to St. Vincent 
DePaul.

Sacred Heart Church 
German Dinner
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 4-7 p.m. 
in the Sacred Heart Church 
gym. Traditional German 
food, $15 per plate. Dine in or 
take out.

Little Pink Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 6-9 p.m. 
at The Venue at Stone Bridge 
Farms. Tickets on sale now! 
www.cullmanbosombuddies.
c o m /s e r v i c e / l i t t l e - p i n k-
dress-event 

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Aug. 12

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Aug. 12, 2026. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Aug. 10
•	 harassment; person; Fan-
tasia Dr. NW
•	 theft of services-3rd 
degree; Cobblestone Hotel & 
Suites; $961; Main Ave. SW
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $70; Olive St. 
SW
•	 domestic violence-3rd 

degree – harassment; person; 
Lakeview Ave. NW

Aug. 11
•	 duty upon striking un-
attended vehicle; person; 
damage to ’22 Land Rover; 
$1,000; Hwy. 157
•	 theft of property-3rd 
degree; fraudulent use of 
credit/debit card; person; 
miscellaneous charges
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; theft 
of property-2nd degree; 
person; pistol; $600
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree – harassment; person; 
1st St. SW
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $26; Olive St. 
SW

ARRESTS
Aug. 10-11
Brown, Trista A.; 42
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

•	 FTA – insurance violation

Gold, Dillion T.; 31
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substances
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Cooper, Richard M.; 41
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Cole, Brandon R.; 40
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

Brown, Ian Z.; 32
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Socks, 
an approximately 2-year-old 
Beagle/Terrier mix, is The 
Cullman Tribune’s Pet of the 
Week.
	 Socks came to the shel-
ter following a death in his 
family. Despite that difficult 
change, this medium-energy 
fellow remains affectionate, 
trusting and eager to share 
his love with someone new.
	 He is house trained and 
makes sure his people know 
when he needs to go outside, 
offering a persistent bark as a 

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com

Cook (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
High School Theatre Director 
Wayne Cook has been named 
2026 Troupe Director of the 
Year by the Alabama Educa-
tional Theatre Association 
(Alabama Thespians).
	 Cullman High School 
described the award as an 
annual honor presented to 
one Alabama theater teacher 
for dedication to theater ed-
ucation and the promotion of 
the fine arts within his or her 
community.
	 The recognition begins 
with students. According to 
Alabama Thespians, any stu-
dent may nominate a troupe 
or technical director for the 
award. Nominees must be 
members of the Educational 
Theatre Association, and ap-
plications are reviewed by an 
awards committee.
	 The selection criteria 
includes whether a director 
provides students with addi-
tional coaching and support, 
expects excellence and helps 
a troupe reach new levels of 
achievement.
	 Cook leads a team who has 
built one of Alabama’s most 
accomplished high school 
theater programs. Cullman 
High School has earned four 
Best in Show state titles at 
the Walter Trumbauer State 
Theatre Festival.
	 The winning productions 

were “Scrooge: The Musical” 
in 2017, “The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward Tulane” 
in 2022, “The Old Man and 
the Old Moon” in 2024 and 
“Suite Surrender” in 2025.
	 The 2025 State Trum-
bauer Festival brought to-
gether approximately 2,200 
students from more than 120 
Alabama high schools for in-
dividual events, group perfor-
mances, studio productions 
and one-act plays.
	 CHS Theatre’s work has 
also reached regional and 
national stages. The program 
has represented Alabama at 
the Southeastern Theatre 
Conference and participated 
in the International Thespi-
an Festival.
	 Cullman High School’s 
Troupe 142 presented “Char-
lotte’s Web,” directed by 
Cook, as Alabama’s Chapter 
Select one-act production at 
the 2025 International Thes-
pian Festival. The Southeast-
ern Theatre Conference’s 
secondary school festival is 
a juried showcase featuring 
productions selected to rep-
resent their respective states.
	 Cook’s influence ex-
tends beyond Cullman High 
School. He founded the cur-
rent Cullman Community 
Theatre and remains active 
with the organization as a 
board member, director and 
actor.
	 Cook and Cullman High 
School Choral Director Sarah 

Jane Skinner have directed 
37 productions in the Cull-
man community. Cook has 
also directed or collaborated 
on numerous additional pro-
ductions.
	 He currently serves as fi-
nancial director on Alabama 
Thespians’ executive and 
governing board.
	 Cook is a Cullman High 
School alumnus who earned 
bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees from Samford Univer-
sity.
	 His school biography 
credits him with more than 
40 years of involvement in 
theater and production.
	 Cook is married to Robin 
Bowling Cook, an English 
teacher at CHS. They have 
one son, Carter, who is in 
sixth grade.
	 “These kids are so talent-
ed, but they also work very 
hard,” Cook told The Tribune 
following Cullman’s 2024 
state championship. “They 
are committed to being win-
ners and therefore they are 
winners.”
	 Cullman High School 
described Cook as passion-
ate about exposing students 
to the fine arts and a strong 
advocate for the educational 
and personal opportunities 
school theater provides.
	 Read more about Cull-
man High School Theatre at 
www.cullmantribune.com/
tag/cullman-high-school-
theatre.

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com

Hanceville Holly Market coming 
this December; vendors needed

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 
City of Hanceville will host 
the Hanceville Holly Market 
this December, and vendors 
are needed. 
	 The city’s parks and rec 
department posted: “The 
City of Hanceville Parks 
and Recreation Department 
is thrilled to announce our 
upcoming Hanceville Holly 
Market at the Hanceville 
Civic Center! Join us for a 

festive holiday shopping ex-
perience across three Satur-
days this December.”

Dates: Dec. 5, 12, 19

Needed, according to or-
ganizers: 
•	 Craft & gift vendors: We 
have 32 indoor 10x10 booth 
spaces available! Perfect for 
handmade goods, holiday 
gifts, boutiques and crafts.

•	 Food & beverage ven-
dors: Looking for food 

trucks, coffee, hot cocoa, fes-
tive treats and sweet snacks 
to keep shoppers warm and 
full!

•	 Special holiday attrac-
tions: We are actively seek-
ing a Santa Claus for family 
photos and providers for 
horse-drawn carriage rides 
to bring extra Christmas 
magic to the event!

Those interested should 
email dwasilewski@cityof-
hanceville.net with details.

Emily McMunn
emily@cullmantribune.com
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COMMUNITY CORNER

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

FOR SALE
BREATHE FREELY AT 
HOME! Central Boiler's 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX 
OUTDOOR wood furnace 
eliminates indoor smoke 
for healthier living. Boiler-
worx Plus-serving Cullman 
and surrounding areas. Call 
256-347-6832!

SERVICES
MYRA'S DECORATION 
FLOWERS is now open 
Thurs-Sat from 10am-5pm. 
Myra's is conveniently 
located on CR 1343 close 
to Vinemont Super Saver. 
With over 20 years expe-
rience we will create your 
custom arrangements with 
quality silk flowers. Prices 
range between $5.00-
$48.00. Call or text 256-
595-9748 to order. Come 
and let me save you money!

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry 
out the wet area and do re-
pairs to protect your family 
and your home's value! 
If you have water in your 
home that needs to be dried, 
Call 24/7: 1-833-879-1371 
Have zip code of service lo-
cation ready when you call! 

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service avail-
able for appliance repair. 

Washer/Dryer, Dishwasher, 
Refrigerator, Stove/Oven 
and all major appliances. 
Certified, Insured techs. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Call to schedule your ap-
pointment now! 1-877-441-
0132

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Superior quality bath 
and shower systems at 
AFFORDABLE PRICES! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Call Now! 
1-877-583-6484

SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million 
readers each week!  Run 
your ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 per 
week! Make one call to this 
newspaper (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to find 
out how easy it is to adver-
tise statewide! 

WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-385-7131

CONSUMER CELLULAR 
- the same reliable, nation-
wide coverage as the largest 

carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE infor-
mation kit. Call 1-833-650-
7885

FOR SALE
SUNSETTER. AMER-
ICA’S NUMBER ONE 
AWNING! Instant shade at 
the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-
year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 today! 
1-877-930-3506

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cover-
age for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-877-817-4697 www.
dental50plus.com/alabama 
#6258

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 

now for a free quote and 
see how much you can save! 
1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOORING?  
Call today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-403-4821

NO MORE CLEANING 
OUT GUTTERS. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is the most 
advanced gutter protection 
for your home, backed by 
a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-833-683-
2005 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obliga-
tion estimate. Plus get 20% 
off! Seniors and military 
save an additional 10%. Re-
strictions apply, see repre-
sentative for warranty and 
offer details

AUTOMOTIVE
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 
1-877-724-3049 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

CULLMAN, Ala. — Socks, 
an approximately 2-year-old 
Beagle/Terrier mix, is The 
Cullman Tribune’s Pet of the 
Week.
	 Socks came to the shel-
ter following a death in his 
family. Despite that difficult 
change, this medium-energy 
fellow remains affectionate, 
trusting and eager to share 
his love with someone new.
	 He is house trained and 
makes sure his people know 
when he needs to go outside, 
offering a persistent bark as a 

reminder.
	 Socks lights up when he 
is told he is a good boy. He 
is happiest giving plenty of 
“sugar,” curling up in a wel-
coming lap and spending 
time close to his person. He 
also has a special fondness for 
tuna.
	 With his sweet and giving 
nature, Socks could make an 
exceptional companion or 
therapy dog. Inside this pre-
cious fellow is an abundance 
of love waiting to be shared.
	 Socks’ adoption fee is 
$130 and includes his neuter, 
rabies vaccination, micro-

chip, general vaccinations, 
dewormer and wellness ex-
amination.
	 To meet Socks, visit 
the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 935 Con-
v e n t   R o a d   N E .   I t ’s   o p e n 
Monday through Friday, 
from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. You 
can also call 256-734-
5448 or email cullmanan-
imalshelter@co.cullman.
al.us.        
	 If Socks has already been 
adopted, the shelter has 
many of his friends still wait-
ing for their own loving forev-
er homes.

Socks (from Front)
Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com
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PREP FOOTBALL

Weston Tankersley and the Fairview 
Aggies looking to build off 2025 playoff run
CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Fairview Aggies had another 
amazing season of football 
in 2025, going undefeated 
and making a deep run in 
the playoffs. Junior running 
back Weston Tankersley, 
also part of the 2024 team 
that had a lot of success as 
well, has had a blast over the 
last two years.
	 “Having the success 
that we’ve had the past two 
years has been unbelievable. 
Everyone in the program 
knows that the standard 
now is winning and getting 
back to where we’ve been 
the past two years. Coach 
Redding is an unbelievable 
leader on and off the field. 
He is one those guys where 
if you need anything, you can 
always ask him for help, and 
he has been an incredible 
mentor for me for as long as 
I’ve known him,” Tankersley 
said. “It’s been an amazing 
experience getting to learn 
from some of the best, es-
pecially our senior group 
last year. Kolt Redding, Jake 
Harper, Zayden Cruce, and 
Andrew and Avery Latham 
are guys that come to mind 
when you talk about incred-
ible teammates. I play the 
same position as Jake did, so 
seeing what he did in certain 
situations, and at the level he 
did things, are things that I 
look at to mold my game.”
	 For Tankersley and the 
rest of the players going 
through the coaching 
change, they feel they’ve al-
ready learned what it takes 
to be successful, and have 
bought into new HC Brian 
Simmons’ mentality of keep-
ing that winning standard, 

no matter the change. 
	 Playing under coach 
Redding the past couple of 
years was such an incredible 
experience for Weston. He 
shared some of his favorite 
memories when he played 
under him, and he took away 
so many important things 
from him.
	 “Coach Redding is one 
of those guys that brings it 
every single day, no matter 
the circumstances. It could 
be pouring down rain, or 100 
degrees and sunny. He will 
always be down there yell-
ing and making sure we do 
everything perfectly. Some 
of my favorite memories are 
from the games that we won 
both region championships. 
Another one is when we beat 
Russellville in triple over-
time two years ago. Nobody 
believed we would be good 
that year, and everybody 
thought Russellville was 
going to beat us.” Tankersley 
said.
	 In addition to his energy, 
Redding’s work ethic rubbed 
off on the group, who still 
carry it to this day. The phi-
losophy goes beyond the 
weight room and practice 
field, too, with the main point 
being to just keep stacking 
good days, no matter what 
you do. With football, the 
good days come in the details 
like eating right, recovering 
after games all the way down 
to getting enough sleep. 
	 “Coach Simmons is ex-
tremely similar in the aspect 
that he brings it every day. 
He coached with Coach Red-
ding for 19 years, so nothing 
has changed within the pro-
gram, except for a name and 
a face at head coach. He has 
been a great coach to me 
for a while now, and he has 

taught me everything I know 
on defense,” Tankersley 
said. “Summer went great. 
We had a great program, led 
by Colton Terry, and I be-
lieve everybody got stronger 
and faster. First week of fall 
workouts went great. We had 
great energy and have been 
pushing some good weight.”
	 The Aggies will have a lot 
of experience coming back 
on both sides of the ball this 
year, and that will be import-
ant going into a new season 
under coach Simmons. 
Weston has seen so much 
improvement in his game 
from two years to now.
	 “I think it plays a big 
factor in a team’s success, es-
pecially in those close games. 
You need to have people that 
are experienced that can step 
up and be leaders to the guys 
that haven’t been in certain 
situations. It also helps to be 
experienced.
	 "That way, you already 
know what to expect going 
into games, because you’ve 
already seen everything 
before,” he said. “It’s night 
and day, honestly. Every-
thing now is so much better. 
My reads are better, and I 
can fit faster.
	 "My strength and speed 
have seen major improve-
ment, even recently. My 
routes improved a lot this 
summer and the ability to get 
open. All of my coaches have 
played a major part in my de-
velopment as a player. I also 
now have some experience 
from last year, which makes 
everything easier, because 
I’ve seen things before.”
	 The team goals haven’t 
changed one bit, and Weston 
talked about his goals for the 
upcoming season. God has 
played an enormous role in 

his life.
	 “The team goals haven’t 
changed. We hope to win an-
other region title, and make 
another push into the play-
offs. My personal goals are 
to hopefully get All-County 
and All-Region accolades, as 
well as have a great season 
on both sides of the ball,” he 
said. “God has always been a 
part of my life. I was raised 
in church, and I was even 
baptized when I was eight. 
I believe that the Lord will 
always be my rock and will 
be someone I can lean on 
through trials and tribu-
lations. When I have a bad 

game or practice, I know that 
the Lord is there, watching 
over me, and I know He has 
a plan for my life.”
	 He shared a couple of his 
favorite Bible verses and his 
favorite worship song. He 
has taken away a couple of 
important things during his 
walk with the Lord, and he 
can’t wait to get on the field 
this season.
	 “Isaiah 54:17 and Psalm 
28:7 are my favorite Bible 
verses, and So Will I is my 
favorite worship song. They 
are things I can read or listen 
to when I’m struggling or 
need something to calm me 

down,” he said. “I’ve learned 
to value my time with others 
and to keep a peace of mind 
through tough times. What 
I’m most excited for this 
season is to just get back on 
the field and see where all 
of our hard work takes us. I 
think a team’s faith is a big 
deal with a mental sport like 
football. We have a player 
that prays over the team 
every day before we start 
practice. I hope that each 
player on the team knows 
that if they are struggling 
with something, they can 
talk to anybody on the team, 
and get help if they need it.”

LUCAS GRAY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Fairview's Weston Tankersley
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Center (from Front)
private investment to Cull-
man,” Jacobs said. “We are 
looking at how this project 
can improve the surround-
ing area and benefit our 
community.”
	 A third component is 
intended to encourage the 
developer to purchase con-
struction materials from 
Cullman County businesses.
	 The developer may re-
ceive an amount equal to 
50% of the sales tax paid 
on qualifying construc-
tion materials purchased 
within Cullman County, 
with the incentive capped at 
$250,000 during a 10-year 
period.
	 Cullman City Council 
President Kim Hall said the 
structure was intended to 
spread the economic bene-
fits of the project beyond the 
businesses that eventually 
occupy the shopping center.
	 “These incentives are 
designed to encourage new 
investment and make sure 
our community benefits 
from the project through-
out the development pro-
cess,” Hall said. “We want 
to see new businesses come 
to Cullman, we want to see 
our local businesses benefit 
from the construction and 
we want to make improve-
ments to infrastructure that 
our community needs.”
	 Hall emphasized that the 
developer must generate the 
qualifying activity before 
receiving the corresponding 
incentives.
	 “The incentives are tied 
to new businesses, new 
sales, new tax revenue, local 
construction spending and 
improvements to our in-

frastructure,” Hall said. “If 
the development does not 
generate the activity, the de-
veloper does not receive the 
corresponding incentive.”
	 According to estimates 
released Tuesday, Aug. 11, 
the development is project-
ed to generate approximate-
ly $7.2 million for Cullman 
County Schools and $5.8 
million for Cullman City 
Schools over 10 years.
	 The projections also in-
clude approximately $2.5 
million for Cullman County 
municipalities other than 
the city of Cullman and ap-
proximately $314,000 for 
Cullman County volunteer 
fire departments.
	 When projected revenue 
to general funds is includ-
ed, officials estimate the 
development will generate 
approximately $29.7 mil-
lion over 10 years for local 
schools, municipalities, vol-
unteer fire departments and 
Cullman County.
	 City and county officials 
said a major objective of the 
development is capturing 
retail spending that current-
ly leaves Cullman County 
when residents travel else-
where for stores, restau-
rants and services that are 
not available locally.
	 Specific tenants have not 
yet been announced.
	 Construction is expected 
to move forward following 
approval of the incentive 
package. Additional infor-
mation regarding retailers, 
the construction schedule 
and an anticipated open-
ing date is expected to be 
released as the project pro-
gresses.

CULLMAN, Ala.  — The 
Cullman County Democratic 
Executive Committee will 
meet Saturday, Aug. 22, from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Colony 
Educational Complex for the 
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Weston Tankersley and the Fairview 
Aggies looking to build off 2025 playoff run

down,” he said. “I’ve learned 
to value my time with others 
and to keep a peace of mind 
through tough times. What 
I’m most excited for this 
season is to just get back on 
the field and see where all 
of our hard work takes us. I 
think a team’s faith is a big 
deal with a mental sport like 
football. We have a player 
that prays over the team 
every day before we start 
practice. I hope that each 
player on the team knows 
that if they are struggling 
with something, they can 
talk to anybody on the team, 
and get help if they need it.”

Fairview's Weston Tankersley

Permits (from Front)

Read part 1 at www.cullman-
tribune.com/2026/08/11/
beneath-the-surface-part-
1-adem-says-vista-lago-
permit-is-first-direct-np-
des-discharge-to-smith-
lake. 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Is Vista 
Lago really the first wastewa-
ter discharge permitted on 
Smith Lake?
	 ADEM’s answer is nar-
rower than the shorthand 
often used in the public 
debate.
	 Wastewater treatment fa-
cilities already operate under 
National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System permits 
within the Lewis Smith Lake 
drainage area. According to 
ADEM, however, none di-
rectly discharge into Lewis 
Smith Lake.
	 That is what separates 
Vista Lago Smith Lake De-
velopment from the four ex-
isting facilities ADEM identi-
fied in its response to public 
comments on NPDES Permit 
AL0084516.
	 “Yes, this would be the 
first NPDES permit to direct-
ly discharge to Lewis Smith 
Lake,” ADEM stated in its 
May 27 response.
	 The agency identified 
Cold Springs School WWTP, 
Good Hope WWTP, Double 
Springs WWTP and Addison 
Lagoon and Sprayfield.
	 “None of them discharge 
directly into the lake,” ADEM 
stated.
	 Wastewater can follow 
different pathways within 
the same watershed. A treat-
ment plant may discharge 
treated effluent into a creek 
or tributary. Another system 
may apply treated wastewa-
ter to land. A sanitary sewer 
system may experience an 
accidental overflow.
	 Those situations all in-
volve wastewater, but they 
are not equivalent.
	 Vista Lago’s engineering 
records identify a local drain-
age way leading to Smith 
Lake, Outfall 01 draining 
into Smith Lake and Smith 
Lake as the receiving water. 
ADEM’s permit rationale 
identifies the receiving water 
as Ryan Creek (Smith Lake).
	 Understanding why 
ADEM considers Vista Lago 
different requires examining 
the four existing facilities.

Good Hope: A surface-wa-
ter discharge, but not to 
Smith Lake
Good Hope has operated 
a wastewater treatment 
system for decades.
	 ADEM’s Municipal Out-
falls mapping identifies Good 
Hope WWTP under NPDES 
Permit AL0058343, with 
Living Water Utilities LLC 

listed as the permittee and 
Station 001 classified as an 
external outfall.
	 A 1999 ADEM permit ra-
tionale identifies the receiv-
ing water for Good Hope’s 
treated effluent as Bavar 
Creek, which was classified 
for Fish and Wildlife use. The 
document listed a design flow 
of 0.200 million gallons per 
day at the time.
	 That historical flow figure 
should not be treated as the 
plant’s current permitted 
capacity. Its relevance here 
is the receiving water ADEM 
identified.
	 The spelling Bavar Creek 
is also consistent with geo-
graphic records and prior 
local government references 
to the waterway.
	 Good Hope is therefore 
an example of a permitted 
wastewater outfall within the 
broader Lewis Smith Lake 
drainage area without being 
a direct discharge into the 
lake.

An overflow is not the 
same as a permitted dis-
charge
Good Hope also illustrates 
a separate wastewater issue 
that can become confused 
with routine permitted dis-
charge.
	 On July 28, ADEM issued 
a notification concerning a 
sanitary sewer overflow as-
sociated with Living Water 
Utilities/Good Hope WWTP.

According to the initial 
report:

•	 The overflow began at a 
lift station at 5 p.m. July 27 
and ended at 6 a.m. July 28.
•	 The estimated volume 
was greater than 1,000 gal-
lons and no more than 10,000 
gallons.
•	 The receiving-stream 
field was listed as “Ground 
Absorbed.”

It would be inaccurate to de-
scribe the overflow as Good 
Hope’s normal permitted 
wastewater discharge.
	 It would also be inac-
curate, based on the report 
reviewed by The Tribune, to 
say the July overflow entered 
Smith Lake. ADEM’s initial 
report does not make that 
finding.
	 A sanitary sewer overflow 
is an unintended release. An 
NPDES outfall is a permitted 
discharge point operating 
under specified effluent lim-
itations.
	 Vista Lago’s permitted 
outfall is the latter.
	 Concerns about future 
system failures are therefore 
separate from the treat-
ed-wastewater discharge 
authorized during normal 
operation.

Cold Springs: A tributary 

discharge
ADEM also identified Cold 
Springs School WWTP, 
NPDES Permit AL0051080, 
among the four existing per-
mits in the Lewis Smith Lake 
drainage area.
	 A 1997 ADEM permit 
issued to the Cullman 
County Commission on Ed-
ucation identified the Cold 
Springs School wastewater 
treatment plant and autho-
rized its discharge into an 
“unnamed tributary to Big 
Branch.”
	 The historical document 
is not being used to establish 
every term of the facility’s 
current permit. It establishes 
the receiving water ADEM 
identified at that time: a 
tributary rather than Lewis 
Smith Lake itself.
	 Water within a watershed 
can ultimately move through 
tributaries toward larger re-
ceiving waters, but that does 
not make every upstream 
NPDES outfall a direct lake 
discharge.

Double Springs: Treated 
wastewater to Clear Creek
ADEM identified NPDES 
Permit AL0065480, operated 
by the Double Springs Water 
and Sewer Board, among 
the four existing Smith Lake 
drainage-area permits.
	 In an April 2025 public 
notice concerning reissu-
ance of the permit, ADEM 
said Double Springs WWTP 
on Bailey Road discharges 
treated domestic wastewater 
to Clear Creek, classified as 
Fish and Wildlife in the Black 
Warrior River Basin.
	 That is a surface-water 
discharge, but according 
to ADEM, it is not a direct 
discharge into Lewis Smith 
Lake.
	 The distinction becomes 
important when maps are 
used to argue that other 
wastewater plants are al-
ready “discharging into 
Smith Lake.”
	 A creek may lie within 
the Smith Lake watershed or 
ultimately contribute water 
downstream. That does not 
make a permit whose named 
receiving water is Clear 
Creek equivalent to one 
ADEM describes as directly 
discharging to Lewis Smith 
Lake.

Addison: Land application
The fourth facility identified 
by ADEM operates different-
ly.
	 ADEM’s Municipal Out-
falls map identifies Addison 
Lagoon and Sprayfield under 
NPDES Permit AL0075621, 
with the Town of Addison 
listed as the permittee.
	 Station 001 is identified 
as “Land Application,” rather 
than an external surface-wa-
ter outfall.
	 Addison therefore be-

longs in the broader discus-
sion of wastewater manage-
ment within the Smith Lake 
drainage area, but its permit-
ted disposal pathway differs 
from Vista Lago’s.
	 That is relevant because 
Vista Lago’s applicant con-
sidered land application 
among alternatives to a sur-
face-water discharge.
	 The alternatives analy-
sis submitted to ADEM lists 
land application, connection 
to an existing publicly owned 
treatment works, relocation 
of the discharge, reuse or re-
cycling, onsite or subsurface 
disposal and other treatment 
technologies.
	 The application lists 
“Land not available” as the 
comment associated with 
land application.
	 The filing establishes that 
land application was consid-
ered. It does not establish 
that it was feasible for the 
development.

Direct does not mean un-
treated
“Direct discharge” does not 
mean “raw sewage.”
	 It describes the relation-
ship between a permitted 
point source and its receiving 
water.
	 Vista Lago’s permit au-
thorizes the discharge of 
treated domestic wastewa-
ter, with ADEM identifying 
Ryan Creek (Smith Lake) as 
the receiving water.

The four existing systems 
use different pathways:
•	 Good Hope discharges 
treated wastewater to Bavar 
Creek.
•	 Cold Springs historically 
discharged to an unnamed 
tributary to Big Branch.
•	 Double Springs discharg-
es treated wastewater to 
Clear Creek.
•	 Addison uses land appli-
cation.

Vista Lago is different be-
cause ADEM says its permit 
is the first NPDES permit to 
directly discharge to Lewis 
Smith Lake.
	 That does not, by itself, 
determine the environmen-
tal effect of the discharge.
	 It establishes what is new.

What does the 435-day 
figure mean?
Another number repeated 
throughout the debate is 
Smith Lake’s reported 435-
day retention time.
	 The number has a credi-
ble basis.

Federal recreation infor-
mation for Lewis Smith 
Lake lists:
•	 Approximately 21,200 
acres of surface area
•	 About 500 miles of shore-
line
•	 A watershed of approxi-

mately 944 square miles
•	 A maximum depth of 264 
feet
•	 A retention time of 435 
days

But retention time does not 
mean every gallon entering 
the reservoir remains at its 
point of entry for 435 days.
	 EPA defines hydraulic 
residence time as the average 
time required to completely 
renew a lake’s water volume. 
EPA also notes that longer 
residence times can give bi-
ological processes, including 
nutrient uptake and algal 
growth, more time to occur.
	 It would therefore be an 
overstatement to say every 
gallon released near Vista 
Lago will remain there for 
exactly 435 days.
	 The figure describes the 
reservoir as a whole. It does 
not establish the site-specific 
path, mixing or travel time 
of effluent entering through 
Ryan Creek.
	 That returns the dis-
cussion to a finding in 
Part 1: ADEM says a Smith 
Lake-specific water-quality 
model has not been devel-
oped and that the agency 
used best professional judg-
ment in establishing Vista 
Lago’s initial limits.
	 The lakewide retention 
figure provides context 
about Smith Lake. It does 
not answer the more specific 
question of what happens to 
a permitted 60,000-GPD-de-
sign discharge entering 
through Ryan Creek.

What the four permits 
prove, and what they do 
not
After reviewing ADEM’s 
response, permit records 
and outfall information, two 
statements can simultane-

ously be true:

•	 Wastewater treatment 
facilities already operate 
within the Lewis Smith Lake 
drainage area.
•	 Vista Lago would repre-
sent the first NPDES-per-
mitted direct discharge into 
Lewis Smith Lake.

ADEM itself says both.
	 The four existing permits 
do not establish that Vista 
Lago poses an unacceptable 
environmental risk. They 
also do not erase what ADEM 
identifies as the precedent 
created by its permit.
	 The July Good Hope 
overflow represents some-
thing different still: an acci-
dental sanitary sewer over-
flow reported to ADEM, not 
a routine permitted effluent 
discharge.
	 The public argument over 
Vista Lago is therefore no 
longer about whether waste-
water infrastructure exists 
somewhere within the Smith 
Lake watershed.
	 It plainly does.
	 The remaining dispute 
concerns the introduction of 
what ADEM identifies as the 
first direct NPDES-permit-
ted treated-wastewater dis-
charge to Lewis Smith Lake.
	 ADEM has made its per-
mitting decision by issuing 
AL0084516.
	 The policy, engineering 
and public confidence ques-
tions surrounding that deci-
sion remain.

In Part 3 of “Beneath the 
Surface,” The Tribune will 
examine claims made by op-
ponents, assurances made 
by the developer and state-
ments from elected officials 
and compare them with the 
permit record.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

SMITH LAKE

ADEM records show the difference between tributary 
discharges, land application, sanitary sewer overflows 
and Vista Lago’s permitted discharge to Ryan Creek
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Cullman County Democrats set quadrennial organizing meeting for Aug. 22

CULLMAN, Ala.  — The 
Cullman County Democratic 
Executive Committee will 
meet Saturday, Aug. 22, from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Colony 
Educational Complex for the 

group’s quadrennial organiz-
ing meeting for 2026-2030. 
	 In accordance with 
bylaws, members of the exec-
utive committee will meet to 
elect the officers for the next 
four-year period. The group 
will elect a chair, vice chair, 
treasurer and secretary.    

	 “There are vacancies on 
the executive committee in 
each of the county districts. 
If you would be interested in 
serving as a member of the 
Cullman County Democratic 
Executive Committee, you 
need to be a member of the 
Cullman County Democratic 

Party in good standing. You 
can join that day at the meet-
ing. Voting will be done in 
person,” said a media release.
	 The meeting will include a 
potluck style meal as well. At-
tendees can bring a beverage, 
side dish or dessert to share. 
	 “We will also have 

Amanda Puczek, Democrat-
ic candidate for Alabama’s 
4th Congressional District, 
with us and possibly other 
candidates,” said the release. 
“Later that evening, from 6-8 
p.m., Amanda will be hosting 
her Mobilize the 4th Canvass 
Launch at Heritage Park in 

Cullman. This event is part 
of her voter outreach efforts 
in Cullman County. More in-
formation will be provided by 
the campaign.”
	 The Colony Education-
al Complex is located at 151 
Byars Road, Hanceville, AL 
35077.

Staff Reports
Contributor
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	 NOTICE OF
	 MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF CULLMAN

	 Default having been made of the terms of the loan 
documents secured by that certain mortgage executed by 
James Israel, an unmarried person, to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for 
The Federal Savings Bank, its successors and assigns dated 
March 31, 2022; said mortgage being recorded on April 5, 
2022 in Deed Book 2008, Page 749 in the Office of the Judge 
of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. Said Mortgage was 
last sold, assigned and transferred to U.S. Bank National 
Association by assignment recorded in Deed Book 2121, Page 
809 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, 
Alabama.

	 The undersigned, U.S. Bank National Association, 
under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for 
cash before the main entrance of the Court House in Cullman 
County, Alabama during the legal hours of sale (between 
11am and 4pm), on March 12, 2026 the following property, 
situated in Cullman County, Alabama, to-wit:

Lot 2, according to the Survey of Cotton Row, as recorded 
in Map Book B, Page 63A in the Probate Office of Cullman 
County, Alabama.

	 Said property is commonly known as 123 County 
Road 1407, Cullman, AL 35058.

	 Should a conflict arise between the property address 
and the legal description, the legal description will control.

	 Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), the right of redemption of any taxing 
authority, all outstanding liens for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the property, any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-
way, zoning ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, 
covenants, the statutory right of redemption pursuant to 
Alabama law, and any matters of record including, but not 
limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out above. 
Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named 
or the undersigned. Bidders must perform their own due 
diligence. The successful bidder must present certified funds 
in the amount of the winning bid at the time and place of sale.

	 Alabama law gives some persons who have an 
interest in property the right to redeem the property under 
certain circumstances. Programs may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An attorney 
should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process.

	 ATTENTION ALL PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS: On 
March 1, 2026, the data collection and reporting requirements 
under the U.S. Financial Crimes Enforcement Network 
(FinCEN) new Anti-Money Laundering Rule (the “Rule”), 
found at 89 FR 70258, went into effect. The Rule applies 
to certain residential real estate sale transactions (including 
nonjudicial foreclosures) where the transfer is to a legal entity 
or trust, and which includes cash purchases, private financing 
or financing provided by an institution not subject to a 
federal Anti-Money Laundering or Suspicion Activity Report 
requirement. As part of this Rule, purchasers and sellers are 
required to provide additional information and documentation 
about themselves, their legal entities, and the source of 
funds used in the reportable transaction, if applicable.* The 
collection of this information and documentation is required 
to comply with the Rule’s federal reporting requirements, if 
applicable. This notice is provided for informational purposes 
only and does not constitute legal advice. You are encouraged 
to consult with your own independent legal counsel if 
you have questions about how the FinCEN Anti-Money 
Laundering Rule affects your transaction and whether your 
transaction is reportable.

* The Rule is the subject of ongoing litigation in several 
jurisdictions. We suggest that you seek your own legal counsel 
if you have questions about the status of the Rule and its 
applicability to your sale, if any.

	 The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation 
that the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code, (2) to final confirmation and audit of the status of the 
loan with the holder of the Mortgage, and (3) to confirmation 
that the successful bidder has timely provided all information 
required for reporting under the Rule, 89 FR 70258, if 
applicable.

	 U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
	 as holder of said mortgage
	 McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
	 505 20th Street N, Suite 1775
	 Birmingham, AL 35203
	 Telephone: (205) 216-4238
FT21@mccalla.com
	 File No. 25-07966AL
www.foreclosurehotline.net

	 Cullman Tribune
	 01/29/2026,02/05/2026,02/12/2026,04/09/2026,05/14
/2026,06/04/2026,08/13/2026

AMENDMENT TO NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

	 The sale date under the above mentioned Notice of 
Mortgage Foreclosure Sale has been postponed until April 23, 
2026, and public notice thereof having been given, the above 
notice is hereby republished with this amendment.

Cullman Tribune, April 9, 2026

AMENDMENT TO NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

	 The sale date under the above mentioned Notice of 
Mortgage Foreclosure Sale has been postponed until June 4, 
2026, and public notice thereof having been given, the above 
notice is hereby republished with this amendment.

Cullman Tribune, May 14, 2026

AMENDMENT TO NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

	 The sale date under the above mentioned Notice of 
Mortgage Foreclosure Sale has been postponed until July 16, 
2026, and public notice thereof having been given, the above 
notice is hereby republished with this amendment.

Cullman Tribune, June 4, 2026

AMENDMENT TO NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

	 The sale date under the above mentioned Notice of 
Mortgage Foreclosure Sale has been postponed until August 
27, 2026, and public notice thereof having been given, the 
above notice is hereby republished with this amendment.

Cullman Tribune, August 13, 2026

25-07966AL

	 NOTICE OF
	 MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF CULLMAN

	 Default having been made of the terms of the loan 
documents secured by that certain mortgage executed by 
Tina W Bagwell, Joseph M Yovino to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for New 
South Federal Savings Bank, its successors and assigns dated 
May 19, 2004; said mortgage being recorded on May 19, 2004 
in Deed Book 1382, Page 474 as having been modified by 
an agreement recorded in Deed Book 2011, Page 373 in the 
Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. 
Said Mortgage was last sold, assigned and transferred to 
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing by 
assignment recorded in Deed Book 361, Page 827 in the 
Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama.

	 The undersigned, NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing, under and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash before the main entrance of the Court 
House in Cullman County, Alabama during the legal hours 
of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on October 8, 2026 the 
following property, situated in Cullman County, Alabama, to-
wit:

Lot No. Six (6) in Block One (1) of Karter’s Lakeview 
Subdivision as shown and known on the map recorded in 
Book 1, Page 18 in the Probate Records of Cullman County, 
Alabama.

	 Said property is commonly known as 1517 Maple 
Drive Nw, Cullman, AL 35055.

	 Should a conflict arise between the property address 
and the legal description, the legal description will control.

	 Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), the right of redemption of any taxing 
authority, all outstanding liens for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the property, any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-
way, zoning ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, 
covenants, the statutory right of redemption pursuant to 
Alabama law, and any matters of record including, but not 
limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out above. 
Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named 
or the undersigned. Bidders must perform their own due 
diligence. The successful bidder must present certified funds 
in the amount of the winning bid at the time and place of sale.

	 Alabama law gives some persons who have an 
interest in property the right to redeem the property under 
certain circumstances. Programs may also exist that help 
persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An attorney 
should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process.

	 ATTENTION ALL PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS: On 
March 1, 2026, the data collection and reporting requirements 
under the U.S. Financial Crimes Enforcement Network 
(FinCEN) new Anti-Money Laundering Rule (the “Rule”), 
found at 89 FR 70258, went into effect. The Rule applies 
to certain residential real estate sale transactions (including 
nonjudicial foreclosures) where the transfer is to a legal entity 
or trust, and which includes cash purchases, private financing 
or financing provided by an institution not subject to a 
federal Anti-Money Laundering or Suspicion Activity Report 
requirement. As part of this Rule, purchasers and sellers are 
required to provide additional information and documentation 
about themselves, their legal entities, and the source of 
funds used in the reportable transaction, if applicable.* The 
collection of this information and documentation is required 
to comply with the Rule’s federal reporting requirements, if 
applicable. This notice is provided for informational purposes 
only and does not constitute legal advice. You are encouraged 
to consult with your own independent legal counsel if 
you have questions about how the FinCEN Anti-Money 
Laundering Rule affects your transaction and whether your 
transaction is reportable.

* The Rule is the subject of ongoing litigation in several 
jurisdictions. We suggest that you seek your own legal counsel 
if you have questions about the status of the Rule and its 
applicability to your sale, if any.

	 The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation 
that the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code, (2) to final confirmation and audit of the status of the 
loan with the holder of the Mortgage, and (3) to confirmation 
that the successful bidder has timely provided all information 
required for reporting under the Rule, 89 FR 70258, if 
applicable.

	 NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING
	 as holder of said mortgage
	 McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP
	 505 20th Street N, Suite 1775
	 Birmingham, AL 35203
	 Telephone: (205) 216-4238
FT21@mccalla.com
	 File No. 26-08205AL
www.foreclosurehotline.net

	 Cullman Tribune
	 07/30/2026,08/06/2026,08/13/2026

26-08205AL

Pursuit to Alabama Code 32-13-1 Mullins Body Shop LLC,
will offer for sale at Public Auction the following vehicles
on October 6, 2026 at 9:00 am at 11042 US Hwy 31 S.,Cullman
Mullins Body Shop 11042 US Hwy 31 South Cullman, AL 35055 256-734-1353

Sale Date: 10/06/2026 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 

VIN # Year Make Model 
19VDE1F76DE012303 2013 ACURA ILX 
WBABW334X6PX86166 2006 BMW 325Ci 
1G1AT58H197211451 2009 CHEVROLET COBALT 
2G1WB57K391138909 2009 CHEVROLET IMPALA 
1GNEC13V34J321399 2004 CHEVROLET TAHOE 
3C4PDCAB3ET102195 2014 DODGE JOURNEY 
3C4PDCAB8FT617453 2015 DODGE JOURNEY 
3FAHP07Z28R271355 2008 FORD FUSION 
1FA6P8TH3J5114039 2018 FORD MUSTANG 
1FTCR10A7VTA93865 1997 FORD RANGER 
1FMZU67K14UA22346 2004 FORD SPORT TRACK 
JHMCP26898C010214 2008 HONDA ACCORD 
JHLRE38367C005885 2007 HONDA CR-V 
5NPE34AF1KH814512 2019 HYUNDAI SONATA 
KMHHM65D13U072517 2003 HYUNDAI TIBURON 
5XXG64J27MG038205 2021 KIA K5 
KNDJT2A57D7764913 2013 KIA SOUL 
JKAENVC145A189868 2005 KAWASAKI MOTORCYCLE 
JM1BK12F381813297 2008 MAZDA MAZDA 3 
1YVHZ8DH4C5M11524 2012 MAZDA MAZDA 6 
1N4AL2AP5CN436892 2012 NISSAN ALTIMA 
2G2WR554461239030 2006 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 
2G2WP552961277339 2006 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 
JS1GN79A362102162 2006 SUZUKI  600 
5TDZK3EH6CS076082 2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 
5TDYK3EH6DS139033 2013 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 
5TDYK3DC4FS612484 2015 TOYOTA SIENNA 
3H3V532C7FT594164 2014 HYUNDAI 53 FT TRAILER 

77154723512 UNKNOWN 53 FT CONTAINER TRAILER 
1JJV532W93L837530 2003 WABASH 53 FT CONTAINER TRAILER 
NO VIN UNKNO WABASH 53 FT CONTAINER TRAILER 
1JJV532WXWL475003 1998 WABASH 53 FT TRAILER 

77154723512 1997 CONTAINER CONX BOX 
1GRAA062X6W706043 2006 GREAT DANE 53 FT TRAILER 
YV1FA8847L1460293 1990 VOLVO  740 
JYAVM01E76A095577 2006 YAMAHA V-STAR
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Legal Notice

Storage units will be sold at auction
Nunnelley's Storage
Hwy 67, Somerville, Al 35670 Sale date: 9/12/2026
Time: 10:00 A.M.

Unit#14 Mona Rands
2232 Indians Hill Rd Hartselle, Al 35640
Unit# 161 Justin Charest 1085 Cha rest Rd
Somerville, Al 35670

Unit# 107 Brittoin Prince
200 Wheeler St NW.
Hartselle, AL 35640

Unit #167 Valerie Yausof
20 Springfield Pvt. Dr.
Somerville, AL 35670

DOCUMENT 15

BUILDING DEPARTMENT
201 2nd Avenue NE		  256.775.7203
Cullman, Alabama 35055		  www.CullmanAl.gov

________________________________________________

City of Cullman 
Zoning Board of Adjustments

On Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at Cullman City Hall 
Auditorium at 5:30 P.M., at the regular meeting of the City of 
Cullman Zoning Board of Adjustments, a public hearing will 
be held to allow affected parties to voice their concerns related 
to the following items:

1.	   1432 Dripping Springs Road NW – Rosemont Ave-
nue NW & Dripping Springs Road    
   NW – minimum lot area   

For further information, contact Brian Landreth or Amber 
Duke at the City of Cullman Building Department at 256-775-
7203.

Obituary Announcements: Aug. 11-12
Delancy Huffstutler 
Gardner, 79
Delancy Huffstutler Gardner, 
79, of Cullman, Alabama, 
passed away on Aug. 10, 
2026. Born May 25, 1947, 
Delancy will be remembered 
as a beloved and cherished 
presence whose steady 
devotion to God, family and 
friends shaped a life marked 
by kindness, patience, and 
thoughtful care for others. 
Delancy graduated from 
Susan Moore High School 

and Snead State Community 
College, carrying forward 
a hard-working spirit and 
a faithful heart that would 
guide her in every season 
of life. Delancy retired 
from UAB as a respiratory 
therapist and also worked as a 
respiratory therapist for Scott 
Warner at Chest Medicine. 
In a profession defined by 
service, she was known for 
compassionate attention and 
a selfless commitment to those 
who depended on her, offering 

comfort through both skill and 
sincerity. A devoted wife and 
mother, Delancy was the widow 
of Gus Gardner. She is survived 
by her daughters, Dana (J.J.) 
Adams, Jennifer Caudle; 
her sons, Steve Gardner, 
Sr., Laylon Gardner, Jr.; her 
sister, Juanita Huffstutler 
Staton; her brother, Ricky 
(Beth) Huffstutler; and her 
grandchildren, Stevie Gardner, 
Bella Gardner, Kashlyn 
Gardner, Cabri (Carter) 
Thornton, Savannah Adams, 

Zadie Caudle, Jonathan 
Gardner, Mary Gardner, 
Olivia (Jonny) Wise, Aloha 
(Sam) Ruane. In addition to 
her professional life and deep 
love for family, Delancy was 
a professional artist and art 
teacher. Her creativity and 
careful attention reflected the 
same gentle spirit that defined 
her relationships—quietly 
uplifting, encouraging, and 
full of heart. Delancy was a 
long time member of Temple 
Baptist church, a member of 

the Cullman art guild, and 
a leader of Temple Baptist 
church BALL club—roles 
she approached with faithful 
dedication and a sincere desire 
to serve. Delancy was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Laylon Gus Gardner, Sr.; her 
son, John Gardner; her son-
in-law Tim Caudle; and her 
parents, W.T. and Myrtice 
Boggs Huffstutler. Visitation 
will be held at Moss-Service 
Funeral Home, 1901 Second 
Avenue NW, Cullman, AL 

35055, on Aug. 13, 2026, 
from 1-2 p.m. A Celebration 
of Life will follow at Moss-
Service Funeral Home on 
Aug. 13, 2026, from 2 p.m. 
A Committal Service will 
be held at Sulphur Springs 
Cemetery, 3435 Rickwood 
Caverns Road, Hayden, AL 
35079, on Aug. 13, 2026, from 
3 p.m. The family extends so 
much thanks and appreciation 
to Cullman Regional Hospice, 
Karen Freeman, and Gail Cook 
for their care and support.

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory
– "Sincere Compassionate Care" –

CULLMAN’S ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN
DIRECT CREMATION $1,695 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

 100% Locally Owned & Operated
by Steve and Hilda Rodgers

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE
30
HIGH TREAD AND

ALL USED TIRES

TPMS SENSORS

40
MICHELIN

PRICES
SLASHED!

315 MAIN ST.NW, HANCEVILLE
MON–TUES–THURS – FRIDAY 8:00–5:30

WEDS 8–12 | SAT 8:00–2:00
256-352-2221

...IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

AT AND LT INCLUDED
NO SIZE RESTRICTIONS

NEW EXCLUDED

$
INSTALLED

%
OFF

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

Cullman Council (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man City Council on Monday, 
Aug. 10, approved several eco-
nomic development items, 
including The Shoppes at 
Heritage Park, a new multi-
acre development planned 
for the corner of Cherokee 
Avenue Southwest and Swaf-
ford Road Southwest. 
	 Cullman Econom-
ic Development Agency 
(CEDA) Executive Director 
Jamie Troutman said the 
156,000-square-foot project 
will be home to 15-20 new 
businesses.
	 “…with a capital invest-
ment of $58 million, and esti-
mated sales of approximately 
$55 million per year with 
around $18.5 million in addi-
tional tenant investments,” 
Troutman added.
	 Tenants of the 12-acre site 
will be announced at a later 
time, but Troutman noted, 
“The lineup included the 
No. 1 kids and teen national 
apparel store, a shoe store, a 
national sporting goods store, 
a discount retailer, a home 
goods store which is also No. 
1 in the nation, and also small 
shops, restaurants and bou-
tiques.” 
	 She said, “The project 
must commence construc-
tion no later than June 1, 
2027, and the first store must 
open no later than June 1, 
2028.” 
	 She made note of the 
council’s thoughtfulness 
throughout the process of 
this agreement coming to fru-
ition and what is in the best 
interest for the community. 
	 The only council member 
to vote no on adopting Res-

olution No. 2026-135, to 
authorize the execution of 
an economic development 
project agreement with API 
Cullman for the project, was 
Councilman Jason Willough-
by.

RESRG Automotive Ala-
bama
The Council adopted Resolu-
tion No. 2026-137, approving 
a 10-year tax abatement for 
RESRG Automotive Alabama 
LLC (formerly REHAU Auto-
motive). 
	 In a statement to The 
Tribune, Troutman said, 
“This project consists of the 
installation, commissioning 
and start-up of new robot-
ics, paint supply equipment, 
safety and control upgrades, 
conveyor system and a new 
addition to the building for 
an existing industry.  
	 The objective is to add 
paint line capacity at the 
Cullman plant to support ad-
ditional awarded business.”
	 She added that the new 
addition to the building will 
include structural steel work. 
	 RESRG currently em-
ploys 338 people. “This will 
create 180 new full-time 
jobs,” said Troutman, who 
stated the company aims to 
achieve 250 new job opportu-
nities. 
	 The capital investment 
for the project is approxi-
mately. $10.92 million. 
	 Estimated total education 
tax revenues over 10 years 
are $697,768, and total taxes 
abated over the same period 
will be $575,400. Education 
taxes will not be abated.
	 “At the end of this project, 
this will increase the payroll 
by approximately $8 million 
annually,” said Troutman. 

“They plan to commence op-
erations by June of 2027. This 
industry is a valued employer 
and partner in this commu-
nity and has made efforts 
to diversify their customer 
base. This expansion will help 
them continue success and 
grow in Cullman.” 
	 Hall said the company 
plans to work with Wallace 
State Community College 
and Athens State University 
for future workforce develop-
ment. 

St. Bernard Bridge
The Council adopted Reso-
lution No. 2026-138, autho-
rizing Mayor Woody Jacobs 
to sign a grant agreement 
with the United States De-
partment of Transportation 
and Alabama Department of 
Transportation. This approv-
al is needed because the city 
was awarded $20,390,010 in 
Rural MPDG funds for the 
replacement of St. Bernard 
Bridge and additional sup-
porting infrastructure im-
provements along Alabama 
Highway 69 and U.S. Highway 
278.  
 
Read more news on the proj-
ect at www.cullmantribune.
com/tag/st-bernard-bridge. 

Other resolutions

The Council adopted: 
•	 Resolution No. 2026-
131, to surplus various cap-
ital assets and inventory no 
longer needed. Jacobs will 
designate a city employee to 
sell or dispose of said proper-
ty items previously used for 
public or municipal purposes 
at market value. 

•	 Resolution No. 2026-132, 

to update Animal Control Of-
ficer job description, update 
Crime Scene Technician job 
description, upgrade Police 
Administration Clerk to 
Crime Scene Technician and 
upgrade an existing WWTP 
Operator Grade 2 to WWTP 
Operator Grade 4.

•	 Resolution No. 2026-133, 
to enter into contract with 
Environmental Systems Re-
search Institute, Inc. for a GIS 
mapping software subscrip-
tion, not to exceed $30,200 
per year. This is a renewal 
contract to keep the City of 
Cullman mapping system up 
to date. 

•	 Resolution No. 2026-134, 
to enter into a 36-month con-
tract with Visual Edge IT for 
a copier lease for the Admin-
istration department, replac-
ing their current copier with a 
newer model.

•	 Resolution No. 2026-139, 
to award a bid to Recreation 
Concepts, LLC, the lowest 
responsible bidder, for instal-
lation of playground equip-
ment and synthetic turf at 
East Side Park in the amount 
of $278,909.79. This item also 
authorizes Jacobs to negoti-
ate any potential cost savings. 

•	 Resolution No. 2026-136, 
to amend the memorandum 
of understanding with DDB 
Capital, LLC for the develop-
ment of a residential subdivi-
sion located on County Road 
1466. 

Upcoming public hearing 
on R-4 Residential Dis-
tricts
A public hearing was set for 
Sept. 14, at 7 p.m. to address 

Ordinance No. 2026-43, pro-
hibiting single-family homes 
in R-4 Residential districts. 
The ordinance will replace 
Code of Ordinances Sections 
62-52, 62-53, 62-54 and 62-55 
to include Townhomes, add 
62-56 Design Quality Stan-
dards and remove unneeded 
Section 62-93, which received 
a favorable recommendation 
from the City of Cullman 
Planning Commission. Read 
more at www.cullmantri-
b u n e . c o m / 2 0 2 6/ 0 8/ 0 8/
c i t y - o f - c u l l m a n - p l a n -
n i n g - c o m m i s s i o n - r e c -
ommends-zoning-chang -
es-for-r-4-residential-dis-
tricts. 

First readings of ordinances
The council also held the first 
reading of Ordinance No. 
2026-47 and 2026-48, with 
no action taken. Ordinance 
No. 2026-47 aims to estab-
lish a uniform policy and 
procedure to ensure public 
transparency about grant ap-
plications made by the City of 
Cullman. 
	 Section 2 of the ordinance 
reads: “This policy applies 
to all grant applications, 
including federal, state, pri-
vate foundations, and other 
external funding opportuni-
ties, whether for operating 
expenses, capital projects, 
programs, or studies.”
	 A first reading was held 
for Ordinance No. 2026-48, 
to establish a uniform policy 
procedure for the obtainment 
of goods, services, equipment, 
material, supplies and con-
struction services for the City 
of Cullman. 
	 Part of the ordinance 
reads: “The policy ensures 
compliance with all applica-
ble Alabama state laws, pro-

motes fiscal responsibility, 
transparency, accountability, 
fair competition, and pro-
tects the interests of the City 
and its taxpayers.” 

Second readings of ordi-
nances
The council held the second 
reading of Ordinance No. 
2026-45, to amend the 
Zoning Ordinance, Section 
62-38 Walls and Fences. This 
received a favorable recom-
mendation from the City of 
Cullman Planning Commis-
sion.
	 They also conducted 
the second reading of Ordi-
nance No. 2026-46, which 
also received a favorable 
recommendation from the 
City of Cullman Planning 
Commission. This ordinance 
is to annex property located 
at 1811 County Road 1301 as 
AG-1 Agricultural District. 
	 Both ordinances were ad-
opted.

Approved special event re-
quests 

The Council approved spe-
cial event requests from: 

•	 Anabelle Howze for St. 
Bernard’s Bernard Blues & 
BBQ festival, Sept. 12-13, 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. each day at 
1600 St. Bernard Dr. SE

•	 Jeff Lawson for the Cull-
man Lions Club’s annual 
Cullman County Fair Parade, 
Sept. 26, beginning at 2 p.m. 
on U.S. Highway 31

Upcoming meeting 
The next Cullman City Coun-
cil meeting will take place in 
the city hall auditorium on 
Aug. 31, at 7 p.m.

Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

Commission (from Front)
allows local governments in 
Alabama to provide certain 
incentives for qualifying eco-
nomic development projects, 
including the abatement of 
certain taxes. The incentives 
are intended to encourage 
new investment and job cre-
ation by reducing some of a 
project's upfront costs.
	 The Cullman City Council 
on Aug. 10, adopted its own 
resolution for the project, 
with Councilman Jason Wil-
loughby voting in opposition. 
At that meeting, Cullman 
Economic Development 
Agency (CEDA) Executive 
Director Jamie Troutman 
said the 156,000-square-foot 
project will be home to 15-20 
new businesses. “…with a cap-
ital investment of $58 million, 

and estimated sales of ap-
proximately $55 million per 
year with around $18.5 mil-
lion in additional tenant in-
vestments,” Troutman added.
	 The new multiacre de-
velopment is planned for the 
corner of Cherokee Avenue 
Southwest and Swafford Road 
Southwest.
	 The Commission also ad-
opted Resolution No. 2026-
41, an economic development 
project agreement with A1 
Composites, LLC.
	 Commissioners adopted 
the Cullman County Solid 
Waste Management Plan and 
approved an employment 
contract for the county engi-
neer.
	 The Commission autho-
rized Chairman Jeff Clemons 

to sign a Department of Youth 
Services Long Term Deten-
tion Subsidy Contract cov-
ering Oct. 1, 2026-Sept. 30, 
2027. The chairman was also 
authorized to sign an agree-
ment with NSS for a finger-
print machine at the Cullman 
County Detention Center.
	 Commissioners approved 
payment of $79,650 for a 2021 
John Deere excavator for the 
Cullman County Water De-
partment.
	 The Commission ap-
proved the North Central 
Alabama Regional Council 
of Governments (NARCOG) 
dues and matching request 
for fiscal year 2027 in the 
amount of $76,172.83, as well 
as a memorandum of under-
standing with NARCOG for 

shared office space.
	 A new penny policy for the 
Water Department was also 
approved. The policy, set to 
begin Oct. 5, will apply only to 
customers paying their water 
bills with cash. With pennies 
no longer being minted, cash 
payments will be rounded 
to the nearest nickel. Cus-
tomers will receive a credit 
on their accounts for any 
difference resulting from the 
rounding.
	 Commissioners approved 
a Fund Balance Reserve 
Policy to be implemented 
with the new budget begin-
ning Oct. 1, 2026.
	 The Commission accept-
ed a $30,000 quote from Ortiz 
Concrete to install 10 con-
crete pads at Smith Lake Park 

and approved a quote from 
Walker Brothers for flooring 
at the Brushy Pond Commu-
nity Center in an amount not 
to exceed $11,000.
	 Commissioners approved 
the proposed plat for Smith 
Subdivision on Alabama 
Highway 91. The minor sub-
division contains 10 lots in 
Commission District 3 and 
is located approximately 1.5 
miles east of the Walter Vol-
unteer Fire Department at 
the corner of Highway 91 and 
County Road 787.
	 The Commission also 
approved an extension of 
the existing $127,195.20 
surety bond for Kingfisher 
Subdivision Phase 1C. The 
subdivision is in Commission 
District 1 at the corner of U.S. 

Highway 278 and County 
Road 1616.
	 Bid No. 1505 for jail 
supplies and chemicals was 
awarded in part to American 
Paper & Twine and Central 
Paper, including laundry and 
kitchen chemicals. Bid No. 
1507 for tornado siren repair 
was also awarded following 
the bid opening.
	 The Commission addi-
tionally extended Bid No. 
1487 for pest control services 
with Phillips Pest Control for 
one year.
	 The next Cullman County 
Commission work session is 
scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 
22, 2026, at 4 p.m. in the 
Commission Meeting Room. 
The commission meeting will 
follow at 6.




