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Cullman named Top 25 
finalist in Hallmark’s Merriest 

Christmas Town contest

Former Cullman County detention deputy alleges 
illegal phone seizure after cybersecurity report

CULLMAN, Ala. — A former 
Cullman County detention 
deputy has filed a federal 
lawsuit alleging Sheriff Matt 
Gentry and Capt. Phillip 
Harris illegally seized and 
searched his personal cell-

phone after he reported a 
cybersecurity vulnerability 
affecting a law enforcement 
information system.
	 Gentry has since called 
the lawsuit “frivolous” and 
said the sheriff’s office acted 
in accordance with the law.
	 Payton Rohrscheib filed 
the complaint April 29 in U.S. 

District Court for the North-
ern District of Alabama. 
The lawsuit names Gentry, 
Harris, Capt. Rex Sorrow, 
Capt. Todd Reynolds, Lt. 
Rebekah Cash and Cullman 
County as defendants.
	 The case, Rohrscheib v. 
Gentry et al., has been as-
signed case number 5:26-cv-

00718-HDM and is before 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Harold 
D. Mooty III.
	 Rohrscheib is represent-
ed by Scott Morro of Morro 
Law Center in Gardendale. 
Morro told AL.com Aug. 12 
that he planned to amend the 
complaint to remove Sorrow, 
Reynolds and 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Christ-
mas in Cullman has captured 
the attention of families from 
across the country, and now 
it has caught the attention of 
Hallmark. Cullman has offi-
cially been selected as one of 
the Top 25 finalists in Hall-
mark’s Merriest Christmas 
Town Contest, placing the 
community among a select 
group of towns from across 
the United States competing 
for the national title of Hall-
mark’s Merriest Christmas 
Town.

	 Now, Cullman needs the 
community’s help to bring 
the title home.
	 “This is something our 
entire community should 
be incredibly proud of,” 
said Cullman Mayor Woody 
Jacobs. “Christmas in Cull-
man has become special be-
cause so many people believe 
in it and work together to 
make it happen. To now have 
Hallmark recognize Cull-
man among the top Christ-
mas towns in America is a 
tremendous honor. I hope 
everyone in Cullman County 
and across Alabama will get 
behind us and vote.”

	 “Cullman County has 
always taken pride in show-
ing up for one another,” said 
Cullman County Commis-
sion Chairman Jeff Clemons. 
“What happens in Cullman 
every Christmas season 
reaches far beyond the city 
limits. It draws people into 
our county, supports our 
businesses and gives fami-
lies a tradition worth driving 
hours for. For Hallmark to 
recognize that says a great 
deal about the people who 
live here, and now it is on all 
of us to vote.”
	 In recent years, Cull-
man has emerged as one of 

the South’s most distinctive 
Christmas destinations. Each 
holiday season, the city’s 
historic downtown is trans-
formed with glowing roof-
tops, decorated storefronts, 
a towering Christmas tree, 
holiday events and the Cull-
man Christkindlmarkt, an 
authentic German Christmas 
market honoring the heritage 
of the community’s founding 
families.
	 Last Christmas season, 
more than 415,000 visitors 
from across the country ex-
perienced Christmas in Cull-
man.
	 “Christmas in 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Aug. 14

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Aug. 14, 2026. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
Aug. 10
•	 trespassing; CR 703
•	 theft of property; CR 1082
•	 harassment; Clint Warren 
St. NE
•	 assault; CR 433
•	 assault; Colony Rd.
•	 unauthorized use of 
motor vehicle; CR 1492
•	 harassment; US. 31

Aug. 11
•	 harassing communica-
tions; Boyd St.
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; attempt to elude law 
enforcement officer; CR 216
•	 reckless endangerment; 
attempt to elude law enforce-
ment officer; CR 515
•	 criminal mischief; CR 
1614

Aug. 12
•	 harassing communica-
tions; CR 565
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1059
•	 theft of property; Old 
Hwy. 31S

ARRESTS
Aug. 10-12
Batemon, Alexis F.; 23
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – theft-miscella-
neous, less than $500

•	 FTA – retail theft-2nd 
degree
•	 FTA – illegal possession/
use of a credit/debit card
•	 unauthorized use of au-
to-no force ( joyriding)

Cagle, Brian K.; 50
•	 permitting dogs to run at 
large

Cooper, Cody B.; 34
•	 FTA – counterfeiting
•	 FTA – forged instrument

Ferguson, Amanda L.; 44
•	 FTA – forged instrument
•	 FTA – identity theft

Gann, Steven G.; 23
•	 assault-reckless endan-
germent
•	 attempting to elude a 
police/law enforcement offi-
cer-serious injury or death/
speed exceeds 20 mph over 
limit

Godwin, Brittany C.; 43
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – receiving stolen 
property
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – DUI (other substanc-
es)

Green, Christian B.; 34
•	 PROBATION REVOKED 
– assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family
•	 PROBATION REVOKED 
– violation of a domestic vio-
lence protection order

King, Sherman H.; 58
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family

Naramore, Jerry D.; 44
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Norris, Joseph M.; 24
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family

Powell, Angela D.; 58
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – promote prison 
contraband (other)

Reeves, Kandace M.; 58
•	 criminal trespass

Reid, James W.; 33
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 attempting to elude a 
police officer

Tanner, Britton N.; 49
•	 FTA – assault-domes-
tic-harassment-family

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Aug. 12
•	 identity theft; person
•	 organized retail theft; 
Wal-Mart; general merchan-
dise; $475; Olive St. SW
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree; person; Denson Ave. 
SW
•	 harassment; person
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $90; Hwy. 157

ARRESTS
Aug. 12-13
Colburn, Dakota C.; 31
•	 FTA – fail to register vehi-
cle (2 counts)
•	 FTA – insurance violation
•	 FTA – expired tag

Morales, Ruth M.; 58
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

Naramore, Jerry D.; 44
•	 FTA – public intoxication

Layfield, Christina A.; 44
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Goff, Dexton W.; 20
•	 FTA – insurance violation

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor
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Cullman City Schools among Alabama’s 
best in 2025–26 ACAP results

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
City Schools “continues to 
demonstrate what is possible 
when resilient students, sup-
portive families and dedicat-
ed educators work together 
toward a common goal: help-
ing every student succeed,” 
the school said in a statement 
Friday, Aug. 14.
	 Recently released re-
sults from the Alabama State 
Department of Education 
show that Cullman City 
Schools remains among the 
highest-performing school 
systems in Alabama on the 
2025–26 Alabama Compre-
hensive Assessment Program 
(ACAP). “The results provide 
an opportunity not only to 
celebrate student achieve-
ment, but also to recognize 
the people and partnerships 
that make that achievement 
possible.”
	 Across all three major ac-

ademic areas, Cullman City 
Schools ranked among the 
top 10 school systems in the 
state.

•	 In English Language 
Arts, 83.5% of Cullman City 
students scored proficient or 
advanced, ranking the school 
system fourth in Alabama.
•	 In Mathematics, 62.5% of 
students scored proficient or 
advanced, placing Cullman 
City ninth in Alabama.
•	 In Science, 75.6% of stu-
dents scored proficient or 
advanced, ranking Cullman 
City fifth in Alabama.

Said the system:
“Those numbers are certain-
ly worth celebrating. But 
behind every percentage is a 
student who worked hard, a 
family that provided encour-
agement and support and 
an employee who showed 
up each day committed to 
making a difference.
	 “Cullman City students 

deserve tremendous recog-
nition for their resilience, 
perseverance and willing-
ness to rise to the challenges 
placed before them. Assess-
ments measure academic 
performance, but they do not 
fully capture the determina-
tion, curiosity and personal 
growth that students demon-
strate throughout a school 
year.
	 “Families also play an 
essential role. Parents and 
guardians are our students’ 
first and most important 
teachers, and their encour-
agement, partnership and 
support make a tremendous 
difference. Strong schools 
are built on strong relation-
ships between educators and 
families, and Cullman City 
is fortunate to have families 
who believe deeply in the im-
portance of education.
	 “Most of all, however, 
these results are a reflection 
of the dedicated employees of 
Cullman City Schools.”

Staff Reports
Contributor

Hanceville Fire Rescue introduces new sauna
HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Hanceville Fire Rescue now 
has a Good Health Sauna to 
help keep its firefighters safe, 
thanks to the Hanceville City 
Council and Mayor Nolan 
Bradford approving the 
sauna in its last budget. 
	 Firefighters face one of 
the highest occupational 
cancer risks due to exposure 
to carcinogens like polycy-
clic aromatic hydrocarbons. 
The Firefighter Cancer Al-
liance reports that cancer is 
the second leading cause of 
deaths for firefighters in the 
U.S.
	 Firefighters can reduce 
the risk with proper PPE and 
routine care such as show-
ering immediately after a 
call, cleaning PPE and gear 
regularly, separating con-
taminated gear to prevent 
second-hand exposure and 
taking a relaxing rest in a 
sauna. 
	 Assistant Fire Chief Bart 
Absher said sauna use can 
support cancer‑prevention 
efforts for firefighters by 
helping remove contam-
inants through sweating, 
reducing dermal absorption 
after fires and improving re-
covery. 
	 “It was something that 
we had been working on for 
several years, when (Former) 
Chief (Roger) Green was 
here,” said Absher. “It was 
something very much to his 
heart because he had cancer. 
So we wanted to do every-
thing we could do to prevent 
it.”
	 He continued, “Even 
though our firefighters are 
dressed in proper equipment 
and separating that equip-
ment from the cab of the fire 
engine, that still doesn't pro-

tect them fully. During a fire 
you're wearing everything 
– your turnout gear – you're 
wearing everything to protect 
you, but it does not protect 
you from the carcinogens and 
stuff that is in the air. So your 
pores are extremely opened 
up.”
	 Toxic chemicals can still 
penetrate or transfer through 
firefighter turnout gear; re-
search suggests that while 
PPE is designed to block 
many hazards, certain toxic 
substances can pass through 
the breathable membranes 
in the middle layer of turn-
out gear, especially when the 
firefighter’s body is cooler 
than the surrounding envi-
ronment.
	 The CDC says that haz-
ardous chemicals from burn-
ing materials like benzene 
and formaldehyde can coat 
the outer surface of PPE. 
These can then be absorbed 
through the skin much like 
how a frog's skin is highly 
permeable, so too are humans 
under different conditions.
These toxins can be inhaled, 
or ingested if not removed 
promptly, and contaminants 

trapped in gear can off-gas 
over time, especially during 
storage or transport, leading 
to secondary exposure.Using 
a sauna adds an extra layer of 
insurance. Saunas promote 
heavy sweating, which may 
help remove surface contam-
inants and some absorbed 
toxins after proper decon-
tamination. Absher stated 
that before the sauna, they 
would still smell like smoke 
even after a shower. “My wife 
would always say, ‘You still 
smell like smoke,’ and it’d be 
like two days later from the 
fire because it is trapped in 
your pores.”
	 Using a sauna after show-
ering and gross decontami-
nation may reduce continued 
absorption by clearing resid-
ual contaminants from pores. 
Relaxing muscles and im-
proving circulation is a nice 
added bonus. Absher and his 
crew are excited to be the first 
fire department in Cullman 
County to have an infrared 
sauna installed and are eager-
ly trying it out. Absher said he 
hopes it will encourage other 
towns and fire departments 
to look into the opportunity.

Emily McMunn
emily@cullmantribune.com

BART ABSHER/EMILY MCMUNN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Hanceville Fire Rescue now has a Good Health Sauna to help keep its firefighters safe.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
• The Cullman County 
Special Education Pro-
gram is seeking to locate 
children with disabilities 
ages 0-21 within the Cull-
man County School Dis-
trict. Ages 0-3 call Kristie 
Smith, 256-734-3253. 
Ages 3-21 call Katie Meigs, 
Special Education Coordi-
nator, 256-739-0486, Ext 
2.
• The system is also seek-
ing to locate intellectually 
gifted and talented chil-
dren, with the emphasis 
on second-grade students.
• Contact Special Educa-
tion Coordinator Katie 
Meigs at 17600 U.S. High-
way 31 N, Cullman, Al 
35058.

The Poetry of Recov-
ery: Recovery Support 
Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. 
at 514 Cleveland Ave. SW 
in Cullman. Facebook/The 
Poetry of Recovery. Con-
tact Jeff at 727-542-6413 
or John at 256-636-0612.

Cullman County Histor-
ical Society Meetings
We meet the fourth 
Sunday of the month from 
2-4 p.m. at the Cullman 
County Museum. Each 
meeting features a specific 
program or speaker. Join 
us!

Attention Senior Citi-
zens
• If you are 60 or over, 
please come to the Cull-
man Senior Center at 1539 
Sportsman Lake Road NW 
and have some fun with us 
and eat lunch. Good fun, 
good friends and good 
food. Different things 
going on Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.-noon.
• Volunteers needed to de-
liver meals to homebound. 
Call Commission on Aging 
for info. 256-734-1241.  

Cullman County Repub-
lican Women Monthly 
Meetings
Second Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Cullman VFW. President 
Cathi Bradford: “We are 
going to begin training to 
track legislation in Mont-
gomery. If you need infor-
mation, you can directly 
message me on Facebook.” 
Full meals at 5:30. Meet-
ings start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon and 

1-3:30 p.m. We are locat-
ed at 1503 Second St. SW, 
Cullman (in the Housing 
Authority).

Cullman Low Vision 
Support Group Meet-
ings
Third Tuesday of every 
month, from 10-11:30 a.m., 
at the Alabama Career 
Center, 1201 Katherine St. 
NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manag-
er, at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at the old Baileyton fire 
station next to the town’s 
park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food and 
many everyday items. A 
donation of $20 will allow 
a shopper to fill up a bag, 
and for $40 a shopper can 
fill a large box. Some of 
the items of greater value 
will require a larger dona-
tion. There will be some 
restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. Pro-
ceeds will be used for park 
improvements and capi-
tal improvements for the 
town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has open AA meetings (all 
are welcome) Mondays 
and Thursdays from 7-8 
p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Epis-
copal Church, 305 Arnold 
St. NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-347-
1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cull-
man First Church of the 
Nazarene, 5415 Alabama 
Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handicap 
accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., 
at the Donald E. Green 
Adult Active Center, 1625 
Cleveland Ave. SW. The 
first meeting is free. TOPS, 
a national program, is 
a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss 
and management through 
weekly meetings providing 
information, accountabili-
ty, support and encourage-
ment where you make the 
changes that make sense 
to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship for 
those affected by some-
one else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our 
experiences, strength and 
hope. We carry the mes-
sage of hope by letting 
others know that they are 
not alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON 
and changing our own at-
titudes. We Respect Your 
Anonymity. Our program 
is not a religious one, but a 
spiritual way of life. Meet-
ings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings 
at 6 p.m. Contact Jamie 
Weathersby Smith 256-
708-7122 or Don or Nancy 
McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more 
information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meet-
ings 
The Al-Anon Family 
Groups are a fellowship of 
friends and family whose 
lives have been affected by 
alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity Al-Anon Group 
meets each Monday at 
noon at 1519 St. Joseph Dr. 
NE. There is also a Zoom 
meeting each Tuesday 
at noon. The Courage to 
Change Al-Anon Family 
Group meets on Thurs-
days at 6 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church at 
305 Arnold St. NE in the 
Carriage House, located 
between the church and 
the Arnold House on the 
corner. For more informa-
tion call 256-734-2231 or 
256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit 
Life Church 
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, 
Cullman
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcull-
man@gmail.com
• FB-Spirit Life Church 
Cullman

Shirley Burden Public 
Library in Hanceville
• The library is open 
Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. (closed from noon-1 
p.m.) and Saturdays from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Join us on 

Facebook for weekly de-
tails or please feel free to 
call us at 256-352-0685. 
Follow Facebook/Hancev-
ille Public Library for 
event details. 
• Saturday, Aug. 15, 10 a.m. 
Adult book club
• Tuesday, Aug. 18, 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Teenage club art 
project
• Wednesday, Aug. 19, 10 
a.m. Storytime with col-
lege volunteer
• Wednesday, Aug. 26, 10 
a.m. Children’s book club 
and storytime with Briana 
Taylor and Angelyn Riggs
• Wednesday, Sept. 2, 10 
a.m. Storytime with teen-
ager Savannah Kesick 
reading "Frog & Toad"
• Wednesday, Sept. 9, 
10 a.m. Storytime with 
Suhana, board member
• Thursdays, 1-3 p.m., Cro-
chet class 
• We are looking for com-
munity volunteers to read 
storytime on Wednesdays. 
Contact Teresa Rivera for 
details. Volunteers make 
our library successful, so 
we thank our local com-
munity.

Holly Pond Lions Club 
All-You-Can-Eat Pan-
cake Breakfast 
Saturday, Aug. 15, from 
6-9 a.m. at the Holly Pond 
Lions Club Building. For a 
donation, guests can enjoy 
pancakes, bacon, sausage 
and coffee, available for 
dine-in or takeout. All pro-
ceeds will support the HP 
Lions Club Project Fund 
and the local food pantry. 
Thank you community 
for supporting your local 
Lions Club.

Sacred Heart Church 
Christmas in September
Saturday, Sept. 19, 7 a.m. -7 
p.m. and Sunday, Sept. 20, 
8 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Shop for 
gently used holiday deco-
rations in the Sacred Heart 
Church gym. Proceeds go 
to St. Vincent DePaul.

Sacred Heart Church 
German Dinner
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 4-7 
p.m. in the Sacred Heart 
Church gym. Tradition-
al German food, $15 per 
plate. Dine in or take out.

Little Pink Dress Bene-
fit
Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 6-9 
p.m. at The Venue at Stone 
Bridge Farms. Tickets on 
sale now! www.cullmanbo-
sombuddies.com/service/
little-pink-dress-event 

The Cullman Tribune  
Cullman County's Oldest Business, Serving the area since 1874 Publication 

Number    USPS-139-700 
Telephone: 256-739-1351    Fax: 1-256-739-4422 

Humble	Roots,	LLC	
Published daily Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 219 2nd Avenue SE, Cullman, 

Alabama 35055 Entered as periodical material at the Cullman Post
Office Periodical postage paid at Cullman, Alabama 35055 

POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS CHANGE TO:	
The Cullman Tribune 

219 Second Avenue SE 
Cullman, Alabama 35055 

Email Address: office@cullmantribune.com 

ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr

CChhaassaaddyy  WWooooddss  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
LLaauurreenn  EEsstteess  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
GGaauuggee  DDaayy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

AAnnaabbeellllee  HHoowwzzee  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
LLuuccaass  GGrraayy  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr
SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  

RRhhoonnddaa  RRiicchhiiee  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Contest (from Front)
Cullman is the reason people 
are putting us on their holi-
day travel list,” said Cullman 
Area Tourism Director Har-
mony Heard.
	 “We welcome visitors 
from nearly every state who 
fill our hotels, restaurants 
and shops during a season 
that was once quiet down-
town. Being named a Top 
25 finalist puts Cullman in 
front of a national audience, 
and every vote helps keep us 
there.”
	 But local leaders say the 
Hallmark recognition is 
about more than lights, deco-
rations or attendance.
	 “We have said from the 
beginning that what makes 
Christmas in Cullman spe-
cial is Cullman itself,” said 
Cullman Parks, Recreation 
& Sports Tourism Executive 
Director Nathan Anderson. 
“This is a community that 
knows how to come together 
and accomplish extraordi-
nary things. To make the Top 
25 is an incredible honor, but 
now we have an opportunity 
to show the rest of the coun-
try just how much pride we 
have in this place. We need 
everyone to vote, share and 
help us tell Cullman’s story.”
	 The next phase of Hall-
mark’s Merriest Christmas 
Town Contest will be deter-
mined through public
	 voting.
	 Residents, former resi-
dents, visitors, businesses, 
schools, churches and friends 
of Cullman everywhere are 
encouraged to participate 
and help spread the word.
	 Vote for Cullman and 

help bring Hallmark’s Mer-
riest Christmas Town title 
home to Alabama.
	 Voting information and 
contest details are available 
at Hallmark’s official Merri-
est Christmas Town Contest 
website at https://merriest-
christmastownscontest.hall-
markchannel.com. Voting 
is open through Sept. 4, and 
community members can 

vote once every day between 
now and then.
	 “Making the Top 25 is 
already something worth cel-
ebrating,” Anderson added. 
“But if there is one thing I 
know about our Cullman, it’s 
that when this community 
gets behind something, in-
credible things can happen. 
We’re in the Top 25. Now let’s 
finish the job together.”

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

BART ABSHER/EMILY MCMUNN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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PREP FOOTBALL

Vinemont High hosts showcase jamboree games vs. East Lawrence
VINEMONT, Ala. — 
Vinemont welcomed in the 
East Lawrence Eagles in a 
Thursday night jamboree, 
which kicked off with the 
Middle School teams getting 
two possessions a piece. 
	 Vinemont got the ball 
first, and quickly jumped 
ahead 8-0 when Grayson 
Robinson raced 47 yards on 
fourth down. Vinemont’s of-
fense quickly got the ball back 
after East Lawrence turned 
the ball over on downs, but 
this time, Vinemont was 
unable to convert on fourth. 
After East Lawrence man-
aged to move the chains a 
couple of times Vinemont’s 
defense stepped up to force 
three straight negative plays 
ending the Middle School 
portion of the jamboree.
	 Next, it was junior varsi-
ty’s turn, and the same as the 
Middle School, they would 
only play two possessions. 
A fumble on Vinemont’s 
second play set up East 
Lawrence on first and goal. 
Vinemont came up big, as 
they forced three negative 
plays and then an incom-
plete pass on fourth and goal. 
On the first play from scrim-
mage Karson Arbet outran 
the defense for an 88-yard 
touchdown to put Vinemont 
up 8-0. Then, East Lawrence 
was forced to punt after a 
holding penalty put them 
behind the chains.
	 Finally it was the Varsi-
ty’s turn, and after an inter-
ception on their first pos-
session Vinemont’s defense 
stepped up to force a three-
and-out. Another intercep-
tion gave the ball back to 

East Lawrence, but two plays 
later the clock ran out in the 
first half. 
	 East Lawrence took 6-0 
led midway through the third 
quarter on a long touchdown 
pass. Vinemont’s offense 

seemed to have found their 
groove until East Lawrence 
took a fumble back for a 
touchdown to push the led to 
12-0 late in the third quarter. 
Early in the fourth quarter 
Vinemont cut into the deficit 

when Josh Rhodes found the 
endzone from three yards 
out to make the score 12-8. 
On the ensuing possession 
a costly penalty on fourth 
down gave East Lawrence a 
first down and they quickly 

took advantage, scoring a 
touchdown to put the led 
at 18-8 midway through the 
fourth quarter. Down two 
scores the clock became an 
issue for Vinemont, and after 
a three-and-out, Vinemont 

got another shot after recov-
ering a fumble, but the clock 
would run out on the home 
team as they were unable to 
overcome three turnovers, 
one of which directly result-
ed in a touchdown.

Ryan Guthery
Tribune Correspondent

BOBI JO CREEL/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Vinemont High's Caleb Slain being tackled by an East Lawrence defender on August 13's jamboree game

LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Get to Know: Zach Lee

Franklin (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Family, 
friends and supporters will 
gather on Saturday, Aug. 22, 
2026, at Sportsman Lake 
Park to honor the life and 
memory of Tabitha Frank-
lin, who has been missing 
since Aug. 13, 2009.
	 The remembrance event 
will be held from 2-4 p.m. and 
will provide an opportunity 
for the community to come 
together, remember Tabitha 
and renew awareness of her 
unsolved disappearance. 
The event will feature a 
casual barbecue gathering, 
remembrance activities and 
opportunities for attendees 
to share memories and show 
support for Tabitha's family. 
Cullman's own Jesse Priest 
will perform live.
	 Tabitha Franklin was 
28 years old when she dis-
appeared from Cullman 
County. She was last seen 
in the West Point area on 
County Road 1136. Despite 
the passage of 17 years, her 
family continues to seek 
answers and remains com-
mitted to keeping her story 
in the public eye.
	 "We want people to re-
member that Tabitha is 
more than a missing per-
son's case. She is a daughter, 
sister, aunt, friend and loved 
one whose absence contin-
ues to be felt every day," said 
family members organizing 
the event.
	 The family invites mem-
bers of the media to attend 
the event and help bring re-
newed attention to Tabitha's 
case. Any coverage of the 
remembrance event may 
help generate new leads or 
encourage someone with in-
formation to come forward.

Event details
•	 What: 17-Year remem-

brance event for Tabitha 
Franklin
•	 When: Saturday, Aug. 22, 
2026, from 2-4 p.m.
Where: Sportsman Lake 
Park, 1544 Sportsman Lake 
Road NW, Cullman
•	 Who: Family, friends, 
community members, ad-
vocates for missing persons 

and supporters
	 Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the disap-
pearance of Tabitha Frank-
lin is encouraged to contact 
the Cullman County Sher-
iff's Office at 256-734-0342 
or Secret Witness at 256-
734-0210.
	 The family said it appre-

ciates the continued support 
of the community and all ef-
forts to keep Tabitha's story 
alive.
	 Read more at www.
c u l l m a n t r i b u n e .
com/2026/06/23/17-years-
later-tabitha-franklins-fam-
ily-still-searches-for-an-
swers. 

Stacey White 
Tribune Correspondent
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SHOP LOCAL 
COUNCILMAN - Paul Schaffer COUNCILMAN - Jason Willoughby PRESIDENT PRO-TEMPORE - David Moss, Jr. MAYOR - Woody Jacobs PRESIDENT - Kim Hall COUNCILMAN - Chuck Shikle

Hours: 
Mon-Thurs: 11 AM - 8 PM

Fri & Sat: 11 AM - 9 PM

256-739-9050 | 208 3rd Avenue SE

Sunday: 10:30 AM - 2:30 PM

2471 COUNTY RD. 222 CULLMAN | 256-734-1226
OPEN MON-FRI 7:30- 5:00 SAT 7:30-12:00

GARDEN SEED
GRASS SEED
FERTILIZER

PINE STRAW 

PEST CONTROL
WHEAT STRAW
INSECTICIDES
HERBICIDES

LAWN PRE-EMERGENT CHEMICALS

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS!

BOBI JO CREEL/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Get to Know: Zach Lee

Zach Lee is a Cull-
man native who 
volunteers on sev-
eral local boards 

and participates in many 
charitable efforts.
	 He started his education 
in Cullman City Schools, 
but transferred to Vinemont 
around middle school and 
went on to graduate from 
Vinemont High School. 
	 He said his favorite thing 
about Cullman is the commu-
nity and how people are quick 
to help one another out. 
	 In an interview with The 
Tribune, he shared, “When 
there is a need, we join in and 
help each other. Even when 
people don’t ask, we're good 
about donating out time. It 
doesn’t have to be monetary 
value, just time.”
	 Roughly seven years ago 
Lee became a volunteer board 
member of the Pilot Light 
Home, a foster and emergen-
cy care facility licensed by 
the Department of Human 
Resources. It helps children 
who are abused, neglected, 
abandoned or without other 
forms of parental care. 
	 Lee said this was the first 
board he was part of and it 
made him realize, “I can do 
more for the community 
and be a part of something 
bigger.”
	 He found himself grav-
itating toward those who 
struggled through financial 
insecurity and life burdens. 

Helping them through harder 
times inspired him to contin-
ue with similar work and in-
volvement.
	 He has been a part of sev-
eral boards since. In addition 
to Pilot Light Home he was 
also a part of the Cullman 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
and helped with Cullman 
Parks, Recreation & Sports 
Tourism activities.
	 He is currently chairman 
of the Cullman City Zoning 
Board of Adjustments and 
Appeals, vice chairperson 
at the Cullman Housing Au-
thority and board member 
for the Good Samaritan 
Health Clinic in Cullman.
	 Lee has been an opera-
tions manager at Lowe’s since 
March 2004. 
	 When asked what he 
does to relax when he isn’t 
working, he replied, “My re-
laxation is when I’m on the 
boards and putting in work. 
My downtime is 50 hours a 
week at my job and I’m serv-
ing the community. Or even 
going and helping a neigh-
bor.”
	 He bragged about his 
daughter, Kayleigh Lee, for 
pursuing nursing and recent-
ly graduating from Wallace 
State Nursing School.
	 A good day to Lee is put-
ting in the work to give back. 
Whether it's for friends, 
family, neighbors or someone 
he’s never met. “I’m always 
finding myself trying to serve 
my neighbor and give back. 
I’ve never met a stranger,” he 
remarked. 

	 He and his wife, Jessica 
Lee, enjoy thrifting and it 
normally ends up with him 
striking up conversations 
with numerous people.
	 He explained, “When we 
go out I have to talk to every-
body.” 
	 When he isn’t browsing 
thrift stores, he enjoys cook-
ing at home. 
	 “I’m a big foodie!” Lee 
said enthusiastically. 
	 He enjoys trying new reci-
pes and cooking food to serve 
his friends or family, but his 
favorite food is Mexican. 
	 “I also make an excellent 
chicken and steak taco,” he 
smiled.
	 While he enjoys making 
good food for those closest 
to him he reiterated that the 
best part is seeing those there 
to share the meal with him 
“tear it up.”
	 His favorite movie could 
not be narrowed down to any-
thing specific. He said, “I love 
anything scary or within the 
horror genre.”
	 He works on Halloween 
props when he isn’t managing 
his bonsai trees or working 
on cars with friends. 
	 Halloween is also his 
favorite holiday. He and his 
family participate in Night-
mare on Woodland Street 
every year and have for 17 
years. They will also be at-
tending a horror-con in 
Tennessee toward the end of 
August.
	 Though this doesn’t stop 
Chair Peggy Harris of the 
Pilot Light Home Board from 

appointing him as Santa 
Claus every year. 
	 “I told her, ‘You’ve got the 
wrong guy,’” he laughed. 
	 A lot of Lee’s motivations 
are credited to his mother. He 
reminisced that when grow-
ing up, she never let him or 
his family see or know of any 
hardship. 
	 “She just made it happen,” 
he said. 
	 He also credited the com-
munity that gathered around 
him as his mother struggled 
with health complications 
years ago. 

	 “In the five to seven or so 
years my mother had gotten 
really sick, and I guess it was 
almost a coping mechanism, 
but giving back and serv-
ing was filling an emotional 
void,” Lee explained. “The 
more I was giving back to the 
community, I was receiving 
double of what I gave out in 
love, support and emotion.” 
	 Lee said that at the end of 
the day, contributing to the 
community doesn’t require 
being on any board or com-
mittee. 
	 “If you want to get in-

volved and be a better human 
being then that’s your right as 
a human being. If you really 
want to get involved, you can 
do it and be a good person,” 
he said. “If it’s your neighbor 
or it’s a person at the gas sta-
tion – it’s everywhere. You 
choose your day to day and 
if you’re going to be a good 
person or not. Do we fail? 
Sure. We fail. I fail a lot more 
than I succeed somedays, but 
it's those days where we can 
be a good human being that 
keeps us rollin’ and keeps it 
movin’ forward.” 

Chasady Woods 
chasady@cullmantribune.com

ZACH LEE

Zach Lee
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Allegations (from Front)
Cash, leaving Gentry, Harris 
and Cullman County as de-
fendants.
	 A free public docket index 
reviewed by The Tribune on 
Friday still reflected the orig-
inal six-defendant complaint 
and had not been updated 
since May 13. The index did 
not show an amended com-
plaint.
	 Although Sorrow, Reyn-
olds and Cash appear in the 
original complaint’s caption 
and factual allegations, none 
of its eight legal counts is 
expressly directed against 
them.
	 The lawsuit contains 
Rohrscheib’s allegations 
and represents one side 
of the dispute. The allega-
tions have not been proven, 
and the court has not ruled 
that any defendant violated 
Rohrscheib’s rights.

Gentry responds
In a statement posted on 
his personal Facebook page 
Wednesday after reports 
began, Gentry said he was 
limited in what he could say 
about the case but disputed 
the lawsuit and criticized 
Morro.
	 “I am limited at this time 
on what I can say about the 
merits of this case. However, 
I will say this frivolous law-
suit was filed by an attorney 
known for filing outrageous 
and bogus lawsuits aimed at 
trying to extort local govern-
ments out of money,” Gentry 
said.
	 “We hold all of our depu-
ties, detention deputies and 
staff to the highest standards 
when it comes to following 
the law. The full facts and 
truth will come out prompt-
ly which will show we acted 
in accordance with the law,” 
Gentry said.
	 Gentry’s statement did 
not address the complaint’s 
specific allegations concern-
ing the timing of the search 
warrant, the initial search of 
Rohrscheib’s cellphone, the 
compelled disclosure of the 
passcode, the later forensic 
extraction or the unpaid 
overtime claim.
	 Gentry’s description of 
the lawsuit as frivolous rep-
resents his position. Noth-
ing in the publicly available 
docket reviewed by The Tri-
bune reflects a court ruling 
on the merits or a judicial de-
termination that the lawsuit 
is frivolous.

DA declines comment; 
county attorney not repre-
senting Gentry
The Tribune also sought 
comment from Cullman 
County District Attorney 
Champ Crocker.
	 “I have a policy of not 
commenting on matters 
under investigation. There-
fore, I have no further re-
sponse at this time,” Crocker 
said.
	 Crocker did not specify 
which matter he described as 
being under investigation or 
provide additional details.

Obituary Announcements: Aug. 13-14
Patricia “Patsy” 
Ann Walden, 82
Funeral service for Patricia 
“Patsy” Ann Walden, age 
82 of Cullman, is Saturday, 
Aug. 15, 2026, at 2 p.m. at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home, with Dan Hopper 
officiating. Visitation will 
be held at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home on Saturday, 
Aug. 15, 2026, from noon-2 
p.m. Burial will be at Bethel 
Methodist Cemetery. 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home is honored to serve 
the family. Patsy was born 
on Oct. 8, 1943, to Lama 
Hopper and Izella Nichols 
Hopper. She passed away 
on Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2026, 
at Folsom Rehabilitation 

and Healthcare Center, 
surrounded by her loving 
family. She is preceded 
in death by her parents; 
husband, Clyde Walden; 
siblings, Pauline, Marvin, 
Christine (“Teena”), 
Willard, J.L., Alta and baby 
Gladys. She is survived 
by her two daughters, 
Sheila Haney (Geoff ), 
Paula Looney (Jason); 
grandchildren, Cassidy 
Haney (Austin), Ethan 
Looney (Allison), Anna 
Grace Looney, Carissa 
Looney; sister, Wilda 
Ellenburg; a host of nieces 
and nephews, cousins, 
family and friends.

Wilma Wiginton, 93

Wilma Sue Watkins 
Wiginton, age 93, of 
Gardendale, Alabama, 
was welcomed into the 
loving arms of our gracious 
Heavenly Father on Aug. 
8, 2026. She was born on 
July 13, 1933, in Detroit, 
Alabama. Sue was a devoted 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother 
who loved and cared for her 
family with wisdom and 
grace. She met her beloved 
husband, James, in high 
school when they were 
15, and the two became 
sweethearts. James loves 
to tell the story of the first 
time he saw her through 
a window at a party. He 
turned to a friend and said, 

“I’m going to marry that 
girl.” They married on Aug. 
3, 1950, when they were 
both just 17 years old, only 
days before James left to 
serve in the Korean War. 
It was the beginning of a 
true love story that would 
span more than seven 
decades. On August 3rd, 
Sue and James celebrated 
their 76th wedding 
anniversary together. Sue 
was preceded in death by 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Hollis Watkins; and 
her siblings, Avis Watkins 
Twitty, Mary Watkins 
Creamer, and Travis Dee 
Watkins. Sue is survived 
by her loving husband, 
William James Wiginton; 

her three children, 
Cathy Wiginton Allen 
(Bob), Karen Wiginton 
Machen (Mike), and 
James Michael Wiginton 
(Kim); her grandchildren, 
Heather Allen Brown 
(Barry), Susannah Allen 
Boulware (Thomas), 
Sophia Marie Machen, 
Rachel Kate Wiginton, and 
Sam McDaniel; and eight 
great-grandchildren, Anna 
Catherine, Hall, Sara Allen, 
Brayden, Christopher, 
Chace, Collier, and Caleb, 
who brought her endless 
joy. Sue will be remembered 
for her unwavering 
devotion to her family and 
the deep, enduring love 
she shared with James. A 

devoted follower of Jesus, 
she reflected His love in 
the way she treated others. 
She will also be treasured 
as a wonderful storyteller, 
full of warmth, wisdom and 
gentle grace. Her family 
will carry her memory and 
that love forward. Sue will 
be laid to rest at Oakwood 
Memorial Gardens in 
Gardendale. Family will 
gather privately to honor 
and celebrate her life on 
September 4 at Mountain 
Brook Baptist Church in 
Birmingham. In lieu of 
flowers, the family asks that 
memorial donations be 
made to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, or to a 
charity of your choosing.

FREE OBITUARY LISTINGS
HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US

Email: obits@cullmantribune.com
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory
– "Sincere Compassionate Care" –

CULLMAN’S ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN
DIRECT CREMATION $1,695 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

 100% Locally Owned & Operated
by Steve and Hilda Rodgers

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

Colony (from Front)

COLONY, Ala. — The 
Colony Town Council at its 
Aug. 11 addressed local roads.
	 The Council announced 
that the town was not award-
ed a grant from the Rebuild 
Alabama Act Annual Grant 
Program this year. 
	 The Alabama Depart-

ment of Transportation says 
of the program: “The RAA 
Annual Grant Program is an 
ALDOT administered trans-
portation infrastructure 
grant program for projects of 
local interest created in the 
Rebuild Alabama Act of 2019. 
Projects may be submitted 
for improvements to any 
classified road or bridge open 
to public traffic.”

	 The Council discussed 
worsening local roads, in-
cluding problem with pot-
holes. Members said they 
plan to have a special meet-
ing with the Cullman County 
Commission to address 
issues with Fields Road. 
	 The Council approved a 
$1,940 expenditure to repair 
windows at the Tom Bevill 
Library and Colony Educa-

tional Complex.
	 The Council provided the 
following town financial in-
formation: 

General funds as of July 
31,2026
•	 General Fund: $41,922.52
•	 One Cent Gas: $10,790.77
•	 Capital Improvements: 
$34,378.64
•	 Escrow (Savings): 

$114,311.65 
Total: $201,403.58

Park and Recreation
•	 $1,974.77

Road Department funds as 
of July 31,2026
•	 Four Cent Gas Tax: 
$19,145.88

•	 Seven Cent Gas Tax: 
$5,124.77
•	 Rebuild Alabama Act: 
$105,837.14

Total less committed: 
$130,107.79

Available balance: 
$30,107.79

Emily McMunn
emily@cullmantribune.com

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Fleet (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman Police Depart-
ment has unveiled a Bell 
Jet Ranger helicopter as 
the newest addition to its 
fleet, providing officers with 
another aerial resource for 
searches, emergencies and 
major incidents.
	 The department intro-
duced the aircraft Friday 
with a new black-and-gold 
paint scheme matching its 
patrol vehicles. CPD said the 
paint and labor were donat-
ed, allowing the department 
to update the helicopter’s 
appearance without paying 
for that work. The donor 
was not identified in the an-
nouncement.
	 According to CPD, the 
helicopter will provide aerial 
support during major in-
cidents, assist in searches 
for missing or endangered 
people and help officers 
during pursuits or searches 
for suspects.
	 The aircraft may also 
be used to monitor traffic 
during major events, assess 
damage following disasters 
and provide mutual aid to 
neighboring law enforce-
ment agencies.
	 “It’s another tool in our 
toolbox that gives our offi-
cers a view they simply can’t 
get from the ground,” the de-
partment said.
	 The helicopter was ob-
tained through the federal 
Law Enforcement Support 
Office, commonly known as 
the 1033 Program. The pro-
gram is a surplus-property 
transfer system rather than 
a conventional grant.
	 Managed by the Defense 
Logistics Agency, the pro-
gram conditionally trans-
fers excess federal military 
property to eligible law en-
forcement agencies. Aircraft 
are considered controlled 
property and remain on the 
federal property inventory.

	

DLA’s most recent public 
inventory, dated June 30, 
lists two recent rotary-wing 
aircraft transfers to the Cull-
man Police Department. The 
aircraft were shipped June 
4, 2025, and Jan. 15, 2026. 
Each carries an original fed-
eral acquisition value of $1.2 
million.
	 The federal database 
does not identify the models 
or indicate which entry 
corresponds to the Bell Jet 
Ranger unveiled Friday.
	 DLA cautions that orig-

inal acquisition value rep-
resents what the federal gov-
ernment initially paid for an 
item.
	 It is not a current market 
appraisal and does not rep-
resent what Cullman paid.
	 Law enforcement agen-
cies do not pay for the trans-
ferred property itself.
	 However, participating 
agencies are responsible 
for transportation, possible 
storage, maintenance and 
other expenses associated 
with accepting and operat-

ing the equipment.
	 A federal shipment 
record for the aircraft trans-
ferred in January states that 
it was requested for search 
and rescue, natural disaster 
response and surveillance 
connected to drug enforce-
ment.
	 The department’s an-
nouncement did not disclose 
transportation, outfitting or 
anticipated annual operat-
ing costs.
	 The addition continues 
an aviation program that has 

operated in Cullman for de-
cades.
	 A 2018 Tribune feature 
reported that CPD then op-
erated a Bell OH-58A Kiowa/
Jet Ranger and a Hughes 
OH-6A Cayuse, both ac-
quired through the federal 
surplus program.
	 At the time, the aviation 
division used its helicopters 
for suspect searches, ma-
jor-event security, Project 
Lifesaver operations and 
mutual aid. The division 
then averaged two flights per 

week and answered approx-
imately 40 to 60 requests 
annually from outside agen-
cies.
	 CPD did not state wheth-
er the newly unveiled he-
licopter replaces an older 
aircraft or expands its opera-
tional fleet. The department 
also did not announce when 
the aircraft will begin regu-
lar missions or what special-
ized equipment it carries.
	 “Serving Cullman from 
the ground, and now, from 
above,” CPD said.

CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Cullman Police Department has unveiled a Bell Jet Ranger featuring a black-and-gold paint scheme 
matching its patrol vehicles. CPD said the paint and labor were donated.

COLUMN

Don’t pay the stupid tax
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Allegations (from Front)
Cash, leaving Gentry, Harris 
and Cullman County as de-
fendants.
	 A free public docket index 
reviewed by The Tribune on 
Friday still reflected the orig-
inal six-defendant complaint 
and had not been updated 
since May 13. The index did 
not show an amended com-
plaint.
	 Although Sorrow, Reyn-
olds and Cash appear in the 
original complaint’s caption 
and factual allegations, none 
of its eight legal counts is 
expressly directed against 
them.
	 The lawsuit contains 
Rohrscheib’s allegations 
and represents one side 
of the dispute. The allega-
tions have not been proven, 
and the court has not ruled 
that any defendant violated 
Rohrscheib’s rights.

Gentry responds
In a statement posted on 
his personal Facebook page 
Wednesday after reports 
began, Gentry said he was 
limited in what he could say 
about the case but disputed 
the lawsuit and criticized 
Morro.
	 “I am limited at this time 
on what I can say about the 
merits of this case. However, 
I will say this frivolous law-
suit was filed by an attorney 
known for filing outrageous 
and bogus lawsuits aimed at 
trying to extort local govern-
ments out of money,” Gentry 
said.
	 “We hold all of our depu-
ties, detention deputies and 
staff to the highest standards 
when it comes to following 
the law. The full facts and 
truth will come out prompt-
ly which will show we acted 
in accordance with the law,” 
Gentry said.
	 Gentry’s statement did 
not address the complaint’s 
specific allegations concern-
ing the timing of the search 
warrant, the initial search of 
Rohrscheib’s cellphone, the 
compelled disclosure of the 
passcode, the later forensic 
extraction or the unpaid 
overtime claim.
	 Gentry’s description of 
the lawsuit as frivolous rep-
resents his position. Noth-
ing in the publicly available 
docket reviewed by The Tri-
bune reflects a court ruling 
on the merits or a judicial de-
termination that the lawsuit 
is frivolous.

DA declines comment; 
county attorney not repre-
senting Gentry
The Tribune also sought 
comment from Cullman 
County District Attorney 
Champ Crocker.
	 “I have a policy of not 
commenting on matters 
under investigation. There-
fore, I have no further re-
sponse at this time,” Crocker 
said.
	 Crocker did not specify 
which matter he described as 
being under investigation or 
provide additional details.

	 The Tribune also con-
firmed Friday that Cullman 
County Attorney Bradley 
Wilson is not representing 
Gentry in the federal lawsuit. 
The confirmation concerns 
Gentry only and does not 
establish who will represent 
Harris, Cullman County or 
the other defendants.

Reported cybersecurity 
vulnerability
Rohrscheib worked for the 
Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office for approximately five 
years as a detention deputy, 
according to the complaint.
	 The filing says he was 
not certified by the Alabama 
Peace Officers’ Standards and 
Training Commission, had 
no arrest authority outside 
the jail and held no policy-
making or supervisory au-
thority.
	 On or about Jan. 23, 
Rohrscheib allegedly discov-
ered a vulnerability while 
helping another deputy 
access the CJIS/ALACOP 
certification portal.
	 According to the com-
plaint, accessing the portal 
through a Google Chrome 
browser history caused the 
system to authenticate the 
user under the credentials 
of the employee who had 
most recently logged in. 
Rohrscheib claims the pro-
cess bypassed the normal 
username, password and 
two-factor authentication 
requirements.
	 The filing alleges that 
anyone with access to the 
browser history on a sher-
iff’s office computer could 
potentially enter another 
employee’s account without 
providing credentials.
	 Rohrscheib says he ver-
bally reported the issue to a 
shift supervisor in January 
but saw no indication that 
additional action had been 
taken.
	 On March 26, Rohrscheib 
completed an NCIC recerti-
fication test that he says in-
structed certified employees 
to report security breaches 
and suspicious activity.
	 At approximately 7:30 
a.m. March 27, Rohrscheib 
sent an email from his 
sheriff’s office account to 
an Alabama Law Enforce-
ment Agency CJIS address 
describing the vulnerability. 
The complaint says he copied 
Charlie Gibbs, a sheriff’s 
office IT employee, on the 
email.
	 Rohrscheib alleges he re-
ceived a telephone call from 
Reynolds approximately 50 
minutes later directing him 
to report immediately to the 
sheriff’s office because of the 
email.

Alleged warrant claim and 
phone search
According to the complaint, 
Rohrscheib activated the 
audio recorder on his person-
al cellphone before entering 
Gentry’s office.
	 The meeting allegedly 
included Gentry, Harris, 

Reynolds, Cash and Timothy 
Kerber.
	 The filing says Gentry 
accused Rohrscheib of “back-
dooring” CJIS for personal 
gain and questioned what 
other systems he might have 
accessed. Rohrscheib says he 
denied accessing any system 
without authorization and 
explained that his email was 
intended as a cybersecurity 
report.
	 The lawsuit alleges 
Gentry then told Rohrscheib 
that he had a search war-
rant for Rohrscheib’s per-
sonal cellphone and that 
Rohrscheib was required 
to surrender the device and 
provide its passcode.
	 No warrant had been 
issued at that time, according 
to the complaint.
	 Rohrscheib alleges he dis-
closed the passcode and sur-
rendered the phone because 
he believed he was legally re-
quired to comply and would 
be terminated if he refused.
	 The complaint says 
Harris entered the passcode 
and searched the phone for 
approximately five to 10 min-
utes.
	 Rohrscheib claims the 
device contained three re-
cordings of meetings with 
sheriff’s office supervisors, 
including the March 27 meet-
ing and an earlier meeting 
concerning a workplace com-
plaint.
	 Gentry then suspended 
Rohrscheib pending an in-
vestigation, according to the 
lawsuit.
	 The filing says 
Rohrscheib’s mother, Cindy 
Rohrscheib, contacted the 
Cullman County Courthouse 
and Cullman County District 
Attorney’s Office and con-
firmed that no warrant had 
been issued.
	 Rohrscheib and his 
mother allegedly returned 
to the sheriff’s office later 
that day. The complaint says 
Gentry acknowledged that 
he did not have a warrant but 
said he intended to seek one 
and was retaining the phone 
under “exigent circumstanc-
es.”

Search warrant obtained 
three days later
The complaint says Harris 
submitted an application and 
affidavit for a search warrant 
March 30, three days after 
the phone was seized.
	 The application was filed 
under Cullman County case 
number 260303385 and 
sought authority to search a 
red Samsung cellphone for 
evidence of computer tam-
pering under Alabama law.
	 Rohrscheib alleges the 
affidavit falsely stated that he 
declined to report the vulner-
ability to a supervisor or the 
IT department and wanted to 
fix it himself.
	 The complaint argues 
that the statement was con-
tradicted by Rohrscheib’s 
reported January conversa-
tion with his supervisor and 
the March 27 email copying 

Gibbs.
	 The lawsuit also al-
leges Harris incorrectly 
claimed Rohrscheib had 
breached a computer system. 
Rohrscheib maintains that 
he discovered and report-
ed an existing vulnerability 
rather than gaining unautho-
rized access.
	 According to the com-
plaint, the warrant’s issuance 
fields did not contain a date 
or time. Rohrscheib also 
claims he was never given a 
copy of the warrant, although 
the return indicated that a 
copy had been provided.
	 The lawsuit says Harris 
conducted a full forensic 
extraction, described on the 
return and inventory as a 
“phone dump,” at approx-
imately 1 p.m. April 6. The 
return was filed with the 
Cullman County court April 
7.
	 Rohrscheib argues that 
the warrant did not identify 
the particular files, messages 
or categories of digital infor-
mation officers were permit-
ted to search.
	 The state search-warrant 
application, supporting af-
fidavit, warrant and return 
were not attached as exhib-
its to the federal complaint. 
The Tribune has not inde-
pendently reviewed those 
documents and is seeking 
copies from the Cullman 
County court file.

Retaliation allegations
In addition to his claims 
concerning the phone, 
Rohrscheib alleges Gentry 
retaliated against him for 
reporting the vulnerability 
and because members of 
Rohrscheib’s family support-
ed Tim Creel in the Cullman 

County sheriff’s race this 
year.
	 The lawsuit alleges sher-
iff’s office employees were 
threatened with termination 
if they publicly supported a 
candidate opposed by Gentry. 
The complaint does not in-
clude supporting emails, 
messages or other exhibits 
documenting those alleged 
threats.
	 Rohrscheib claims the 
sheriff’s office changed the 
password to his work email 
account, collected his uni-
forms and issued equipment 
and directed other employ-
ees not to communicate with 
him.
	 The complaint also alleges 
the sheriff’s office stopped 
providing police reports and 
daily arrest and inmate lists 
to the state probation office 
where Rohrscheib’s mother 
worked. The lawsuit charac-
terizes that action as retalia-
tion against the family.
	 Rohrscheib accepted a 
position with the Morgan 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
resigned from the Cullman 
County Sheriff’s Office ef-
fective April 23, according to 
the filing. He contends the 
circumstances amounted to a 
constructive discharge.

Claims and requested 
relief
The complaint contains eight 
counts.
	 Three counts allege vio-
lations of the Fourth Amend-
ment arising from the initial 
seizure of the phone, Harris’ 
alleged search of its contents 
and the later forensic ex-
traction.
	 A fourth count alleges 
Gentry and Harris violated 
Rohrscheib’s Fifth Amend-

ment protection against 
compelled self-incrimina-
tion by requiring him to dis-
close the passcode.
	 Two First Amendment 
counts accuse Gentry of re-
taliating against Rohrscheib 
for reporting the vulnerabili-
ty and because of his family’s 
political activities.
	 The final two counts 
allege municipal liability 
against Cullman County and 
unpaid overtime under the 
Fair Labor Standards Act.
	 The filing says Rohrscheib 
earned $17.66 per hour and 
was not paid for work per-
formed March 7, March 23 
and March 24. The three pe-
riods listed in the complaint 
total approximately nine 
hours. A later paragraph, 
however, describes the total 
as approximately 4.25 hours.
	 The complaint contains 
other apparent drafting 
errors, including inconsis-
tent pronouns, duplicate 
paragraph numbers and 
bracketed notes directing 
counsel to confirm or develop 
portions of the case through 
discovery.
	 Rohrscheib is seeking 
compensatory and punitive 
damages in amounts to be de-
termined at trial. He also asks 
the court to order the return 
of his phone, require the de-
struction of forensic copies 
and extracted data, award 
unpaid overtime and legal 
fees and prohibit additional 
retaliation.
	 He has demanded a jury 
trial.

The Tribune will update this 
report as additional respons-
es, federal filings and state 
court records become avail-
able.

Fleet (from Front)

CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

COLUMN

Don’t pay the stupid tax

For those of you who 
have been reading 
my column for a 
while you know 

I occasionally write about 
stupidity. More specifically, 
my stupidity - a subject I am 
an expert in. You know what 
they say, “Write what you 
know.”
	 Well, yesterday I turned 
in another Hall of Fame per-
formance. I’m not sure what 
kind of award it deserves. 
An All-American certificate? 
A Heisman? An Emmy? An 
Oscar? The Darwin Award is 
probably the front-runner. 
Whatever the highest honor 
is for doing something unbe-
lievably dumb, I was on stage 
accepting the prize because I 
had earned it. 
	 Despite a heat index of 
105 degrees, this 72-year-old 
genius decided it would be a 
wonderful idea to play nine 
holes of golf…beginning at 

two o’clock in the afternoon. 
You know, the exact moment 
the sun is actively trying its 
hardest to melt asphalt.
	 This says two things 
about me.
	 First, my judgment is 
occasionally questionable - 
emphasis here is on the word 
“occasionally.”
	 Second, my attachment to 
the game of golf can be best 
described as a long-term, mu-
tually destructive relation-
ship.
	 By the time I got home, 
I looked like I had been 
swimming in a swamp. Every 
square inch of my body was 
soaked, including a few places 
polite newspaper columns 
shall not describe. 
	 Then I began to feel 
funny. Not “ha-ha” funny. 
The weak, dizzy, light-head-
ed kind of funny.  Clearly my 
body was filing a complaint 
with management, specifical-
ly my brain. Unfortunately, 
I am both the employee and 
the problem.	

	 My wife Carol suggested 
I check my blood pressure. 
For those of you who know 
such things, 120 over 80 is 
considered the gold standard. 
Mine was 80 over 50, which I 
believe is approximately the 
blood pressure of a depart-
ment store mannequin.
	 Naturally, I did what 
every stubborn man does. I 
checked it again. And again. 
And again. Then one more 
time, as if repeated denial 
might eventually qualify as a 
medical treatment. It did not.
	 It didn’t take a degree in 
medicine to figure out what 
had happened. I was badly 
dehydrated and flirting with 
heat exhaustion - though 
“flirting” feels like too 
charming a word for what 
was essentially my body stag-
ing a protest.
	 I immediately started 
drinking water mixed with 
an electrolyte powder we had 
on hand. I was still thinking 
clearly. I was drinking. I was 
peeing. I was not, as far as I 

could tell, auditioning for a 
role as a sick patient in a med-
ical drama.
	 But my blood pressure 
stubbornly refused to come 
back up, as if it had decided 
to teach me a lesson about my 
lifestyle choices.
	 And that’s how I found 
myself sitting in an emergen-
cy room the following morn-
ing. 
	 I was poked, prodded, 
interrogated, had my blood 
work run and was given an 
EKG and an x-ray of my chest. 
I felt like a biology project. Fi-
nally, they gave me an IV.  
	 My wife, observing these 
goings on, so eloquently said, 
“You are definitely paying the 
stupid tax.”
	 I nodded in agreement 
and replied, “This is one time 
I didn’t want to be a hottie.”
	 However, sometimes 
curses can be blessings. The 
doctor walked in, introduced 
himself and then dropped a 
bomb on me. 
	 “You’re in a-fib,” he said. 

	 For those of you who 
don’t know, a-fib is not like 
a little white lie. Atrial fibril-
lation, or a-fib, is a condition 
in which the heart beats with 
an irregular rhythm. Left un-
treated, it can increase the 
risk of serious problems like 
stroke.
	 “I’ve already called and 
left a message with your car-
diologist and you need to get 
in to see him next week.”  
	 Oddly enough, there was 
a silver lining to my stupidity. 
Had I not ignored the heat 
and wound up in the emer-
gency room, there’s a good 
chance the a-fib would have 
gone undetected for who 
knows how long.
	 However, I still feel tired, 
I have a headache and my 
blood pressure apparent-
ly hasn’t forgiven me yet.  
Perhaps worst of all, when 
I asked the nurse who was 
going to peel off the sticky 
tabs on my chest, she said, 
“You are.”  Those electrodes 
are held on with an adhesive 

made by Gorilla Glue. And 
just in case you are wonder-
ing, they didn’t bother to 
shave me first. If you want to 
know what removing them 
was like, go check out the 
“The 40 Year Old Virgin.” By 
the time I finished, I looked 
like I contracted mange. 
	 So let me save you a trip to 
the emergency room. Drink 
plenty of water. Stay out of 
the hottest part of the day if 
you can.
	 Listen when your body 
starts complaining. Heat 
exhaustion isn’t something 
to shrug off.	 Take it 
from someone who just made 
a sizable payment – don’t pay 
the stupid tax. 

Joe Hobby is a barbe-
cue-loving comedian from 
Alabama who wrote for Jay 
Leno for many years. Find 
more of Joe’s stories on his 
blog: www.mylifeasahobby.
blogspot.com. Follow him on 
Facebook at Joe Hobby Co-
median-Writer.    

Joe Hobby
Contributor
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Mullins Body Shop 
11042 US Hwy 31 South 
Cullman, AL 35055 
256-734-1353 

 
Sale Date: 10/06/2026 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 

 
VIN # Year Make Model 
19VDE1F76DE012303 2013 ACURA ILX 
WBABW334X6PX86166 2006 BMW 325Ci 
1G1AT58H197211451 2009 CHEVROLET COBALT 
2G1WB57K391138909 2009 CHEVROLET IMPALA 
1GNEC13V34J321399 2004 CHEVROLET TAHOE 
3C4PDCAB3ET102195 2014 DODGE JOURNEY 
3C4PDCAB8FT617453 2015 DODGE JOURNEY 
3FAHP07Z28R271355 2008 FORD FUSION 
1FA6P8TH3J5114039 2018 FORD MUSTANG 
1FTCR10A7VTA93865 1997 FORD RANGER 
1FMZU67K14UA22346 2004 FORD SPORT TRACK 
JHMCP26898C010214 2008 HONDA ACCORD 
JHLRE38367C005885 2007 HONDA CR-V 
5NPE34AF1KH814512 2019 HYUNDAI SONATA 
KMHHM65D13U072517 2003 HYUNDAI TIBURON 
5XXG64J27MG038205 2021 KIA K5 
KNDJT2A57D7764913 2013 KIA SOUL 
JKAENVC145A189868 2005 KAWASAKI MOTORCYCLE 
JM1BK12F381813297 2008 MAZDA MAZDA 3 
1YVHZ8DH4C5M11524 2012 MAZDA MAZDA 6 
1N4AL2AP5CN436892 2012 NISSAN ALTIMA 
2G2WR554461239030 2006 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 
2G2WP552961277339 2006 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 
JS1GN79A362102162 2006 SUZUKI                600 
5TDZK3EH6CS076082 2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 
5TDYK3EH6DS139033 2013 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 
5TDYK3DC4FS612484 2015 TOYOTA SIENNA 
3H3V532C7FT594164 2014 HYUNDAI 53 FT TRAILER 

77154723512 UNKNOWN 53 FT CONTAINER TRAILER 
1JJV532W93L837530 2003 WABASH 53 FT CONTAINER TRAILER 
NO VIN UNKNO WABASH 53 FT CONTAINER TRAILER 
1JJV532WXWL475003 1998 WABASH 53 FT TRAILER 

77154723512 1997 CONTAINER CONX BOX 
1GRAA062X6W706043 2006 GREAT DANE 53 FT TRAILER 
YV1FA8847L1460293 1990 VOLVO                740 
JYAVM01E76A095577 2006 YAMAHA V-STAR 

Legal Notice 
In accordance with Chapter 1, Title 39, Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended, notice is 
hereby given that Blalock Building Company, Inc., Contractor, has completed the 
Contract for the Interior Renovations for Cullman Middle School located at 802 2nd 
Avenue NE, Cullman, AL  35055 for the State of Alabama and Cullman City Board of 
Education, Owner(s), and have made request for final settlement of said Contract.  All 
persons having any claim for labor, materials, or otherwise in connection with this project 
should immediately notify, Lathan Associates Architects, P.C., 300 Chase Park South, 
Suite 200, Hoover, AL  35244.     
 
Blalock Building Company, Inc. 
7309 Gadsden Highway 
Trussville, AL 35173 
 
 
 
****Must run once a week for three successive weeks. Proof of publication is required. 

Legal Notice
Surplus property of Wallace State Community College 
(Hanceville Campus) will be offered for sale on the website 
www.govdeals.com Various sales will occur on this website, please 
check the www.govdeals.com website weekly to see any current 
sales. This is a government auction website and you MUST be 
registered on the website to bid on any items. You may view the 
surplus property to be sold without registration. The govdeals.com 
website will contain detailed information including descriptions and 
photos. Items may be inspected by APPOINTMENT ONLY: Monday 
– Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Contact Wesley Sams at 
inventory@wallacestate.edu to schedule any appointments. All items 
listed are to be sold “AS IS, WHERE IS”. Wallace State Community 
College reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

COMMUNITY MATTERS — LEGALS
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026 – 45 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, AMENDING CHAPTER 62, 

ARTICLE II OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN BY ADOPTING A NEW SECTION 62-38 
REGARDING FENCES AND WALLS

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1. Findings and Purpose.
The City Council finds that clear, enforceable standards for the construction, maintenance, and appearance of fences and walls are 
necessary to protect public safety, preserve property values, ensure aesthetic consistency, and promote the general welfare of the 
citizens of Cullman. This amendment updates and clarifies the regulations governing fences and walls.

Section 2. Amendment.
Section 62-38 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Cullman, Alabama, is hereby repealed in its entirety and replaced with the 
following:

Sec. 62-38. Fences and walls.

“Fence” means any structure, barrier, or partition that encloses, divides, or borders property.

“Wall” means any structure or barrier that creates an enclosure, division, or border of property.

A building permit shall be obtained prior to the erection, placement, or repair of any fence or wall.

Fences and walls shall be constructed in a uniform and consistent style and shall be composed of materials manufactured, 
designed, and intended for such purposes. 

Fences and walls shall not include scrap materials, pallets, doors, or other such salvaged materials, which create a potential 
fire hazard and safety risk.

Fences and walls containing natural materials, such as rock or stone, shall be in a uniform and consistent style, free of 
loose or missing materials, and properly maintained to not create a potential safety risk.

Fences and walls must be properly maintained. All wooden portions of fences and walls shall be a decay resistant wood 
(not salvaged materials which create a potential fire hazard and safety risk) and be covered with paint, stain, or other sub-
stance, which preserves the wood from deterioration, dilapidation, or decay.

It shall be unlawful to erect or maintain any barbed wire, concertina or razor wire, or electric fences or walls on a residen-
tially zoned property.

Fences and Walls are not permitted to be erected, placed, maintained or grown in any manner that impedes the natural flow 
of stormwater or obstructs a motorist’s line of sight (see section 62-32(d)).

Section 3. Severability.
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would 
have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection, clause, or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more 
sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, and phrases be declared unconstitutional or invalid.

Section 4. Repealer.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
conflict.

Section 5. Effective Date.
This ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication as required by law.

ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL this the 10th day of August, 2026.

	 ___________________________________
	 President of the City Council

ATTEST:

_____________________________________
City Clerk	

	
APPROVED BY THE MAYOR this the10th day of August, 2026.	

____________________________________
	 Mayor

COMMUNITY MATTERS

Become an 
ADULT  
FOSTER  
CARE 

Provider
“Love Never Ages”

1-800-458-7214 
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN
RESOURCES

www.alabamapublichealth.gov/imm

Prior to entering Prior to entering 
any Alabama school any Alabama school 
or child care center, or child care center, 

an up-to-date an up-to-date 
Certificate of Certificate of 

Immunization must Immunization must 
be submitted for be submitted for 

each child.each child.

Support (from Front)

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — As 
students begin the 2026-
27 school year, Hanceville 
Knapsacks for Kids is asking 
the community to help 
ensure local children have 
food when they leave school 
for the weekend.
	 The program packed 
3,800 bags during a 30-week 
period last school year. That 
equals an average of approxi-
mately 127 bags each week.
	 Items in each bag aver-
aged $12, giving last year’s 
distributions an estimated 
total value of $45,600.
	 “As the new school year 
begins, we at Hanceville 
Knapsacks for Kids would 
like to thank all of you for 

your continued support of 
the program,” the organiza-
tion said.
	 Hanceville Knapsacks 
for Kids has added Cash App 
as a new way to contribute. 
Donations of any amount 
can be sent to $knapsacks4.

Donors may also sponsor a 
child for a specific period:
•	 $48 provides four weekly 
bags, covering approximate-
ly one month
•	 $180 covers one semester
•	 $360 provides one child’s 
knapsacks for the entire 30-
week school year

A $12 donation covers the 
average cost of one bag.
	 Checks and other mailed 
donations may be sent to:

Hanceville Knapsacks for 
Kids
c/o Nancy Horton
P.O. Box 255
Hanceville, AL 35077

The program was established 
to address the weekend food 
gap faced by children who re-
ceive meals at school during 
the week but may not have 
dependable access to food 
at home on Saturdays and 
Sundays.
	 Previous Tribune cover-
age described each weekly 
package as containing two 
breakfasts, two lunches, two 
suppers and six snacks. Spe-
cific foods can vary accord-
ing to availability and dona-
tions.
	 Volunteers have tradi-
tionally gathered on Thurs-

days at the Hanceville Civic 
Center to prepare the food. 
The City of Hanceville has 
provided the organization 
with space for its packing op-
eration.
	 Once the bags are pre-
pared, they are delivered to 
Hanceville schools. School 
counselors and staff private-
ly distribute the food to par-
ticipating students before 
they leave school for the 
weekend.
	 The program has 
also used inconspicuous 
backpacks and oversized 
food-storage bags to protect 
the privacy and dignity of 
participating children.
	 Hanceville was among 
several Cullman County 
school communities that 
established local Knapsacks 

for Kids programs around 
2015. When The Tribune 
first profiled the Hanceville 
effort in 2016, it was distrib-
uting food to approximately 
50 students each week at an 
average cost of $5 per child.
	 The program’s output 
last year, averaging approxi-
mately 127 bags per week at 
$12 each, demonstrates how 
both its reach and operating 
costs have grown.
	 Churches, civic orga-
nizations, businesses and 
individual residents have 
provided food, financial 
contributions and volun-
teer labor throughout the 
program’s history. Partici-
pating groups rotate pack-
ing responsibilities so the 
work does not fall on a small 
number of volunteers.

	 “We all pull together as 
one to feed the children of 
Hanceville Schools,” pro-
gram volunteer Amy Gable 
told The Tribune in 2018. 
“We know a hungry child 
cannot learn.”
	 The organization 
thanked everyone who sup-
ported the program last year 
and said it looks forward to 
welcoming its volunteers 
back as weekly packing re-
sumes.
	 Those interested in vol-
unteering or learning more 
may contact Hanceville 
Knapsacks for Kids through 
the organization’s Facebook 
page.
	 Its mission remains 
simple: “Feed the need” 
while “helping end hunger 
one knapsack at a time.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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Alternative Fuel
Battery
Biofuel
Biogas
Biomass
Bus
Butane
Car
Chernobyl
Controversy
Dams
Demand
Ethanol
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I am a dog man! No, that 
is not a super hero; 
however, I have had 
a couple of dogs that 

were heroes…at least to me. 
I like cats, too, but I have not 
had one for quite some time. 
I do prefer dogs because they 
will usually come when I 
call them, instead of looking 
at me and saying, “Are you 
talking to me?” 
	 Actually, I love almost all 
animals, except the ones that 
bite or sting. Over the years, 
and especially in my boyhood 
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Man’s best friend

From the files of 
Aug. 15, 1935

New Improvements Made 
in Cullman
The store of Geo. W. Ponder 
is undergoing a complete 
change of both inside and 
out at the present. Windows 
have replaced solid walls, 
more room for the display of 
merchandise inside the store 
and show windows are being 
installed. The store will be 
completed in a few weeks.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Ponder are constructing a 
modern brick bungalow in 
the northeastern section of 
the city. The home will con-
tain eight rooms.
	 The Cullman Motor Com-
pany is building a foundation 
for a modern brick building 
on the corner of 5th street 
and 3rd avenue west.
	 A new filling station is 
being built on the corner of 
the Bee Line highway and 7th 
street west.
	 A new building is being 
completed on the new via-
duct on 4th street between 
the court house and West 
Cullman. J. M. Kilpatrick 
owns the building and it will 
be occupied by a pressing and 
cleaning shop.
	 Several homes in all parts 
of the city are being repainted 
and redecorated and rooms 
added on to them for more 
space and more comfort.

Sacred Heart Academy to 
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Files from Yesteryear: Aug. 15, 1935

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Vista Lago (from Front)

Read part 1: www.cullman-
tribune.com/2026/08/11/
beneath-the-surface-part-
1-adem-says-vista-lago-per-
mit-is-first-direct-npdes-
discharge-to-smith-lake

Read part 2: www.cullman-
tribune.com/2026/08/13/
beneath-the-surface-part-
2-4-wastewater-permits-op-
erate-in-smith-lake-water-
shed-but-none-discharge-
directly-to-lake 

CULLMAN, Ala. — In the 
public campaign surround-
ing Vista Lago Smith Lake 
Development, the argument 
has often been reduced to 
two sharply different descrip-
tions.
	 Opponents have warned 
that sewage will be pumped 
into Smith Lake.
	 Vista Lago has publicly 
stated that its Alabama De-
partment of Environmental 
Management permit “does 
NOT” authorize a direct dis-
charge into Smith Lake. The 
developer’s July 17 statement 
also says treated effluent will 
be released about one-third of 
a mile inland.
	 The records support parts 
of both arguments, but not 
their broadest formulations.

Two facts remain consis-
tent throughout The Tri-
bune’s review:
•	 The wastewater is re-
quired to be treated before 
discharge.
•	 ADEM considers the 
permit the first direct NPDES 
discharge to Lewis Smith 
Lake.

Much of the controversy lies 
in the broader claims sur-
rounding those facts.

ADEM confirms the prece-
dent claim
Eddie Hand formally raised 
the precedent question with 
ADEM during the permit’s 
public-comment period.
	 In an April 16 email, Hand 
asked whether Vista Lago 
would represent the first sew-
er-discharge permit in the 
Lewis Smith Lake drainage 
area and requested a list of 
existing permits if it was not.
	 Hand later asked ADEM 
to have the development re-
design its wastewater system 
to conform with non-dis-
charge systems he identified 
elsewhere around Smith 
Lake.

ADEM drew a distinction.
Vista Lago was not the first 
wastewater permit within the 
Smith Lake drainage area.
	 It was, ADEM said, the 
first NPDES permit to direct-
ly discharge to Lewis Smith 
Lake.
	 That is the central prece-
dent established by the agen-
cy’s own response.

Permit authorizes treat-
ed wastewater, not raw 
sewage
Nothing reviewed by The Tri-
bune authorizes Vista Lago to 
routinely discharge untreated 
sewage into Smith Lake.
	 The system has a 0.060-
MGD, or 60,000-gallon-per-
day, design flow. Its NPDES 
permit establishes limits for 
bacteria, suspended solids, 
biochemical oxygen demand, 

ammonia, chlorine, dissolved 
oxygen and other parameters.
	 The application reports 
one treated-effluent outfall 
and zero untreated-effluent 
outfalls.
	 That does not mean 
equipment cannot fail, an 
overflow cannot occur or 
permit limits cannot be vi-
olated. The permit contains 
requirements addressing san-
itary sewer overflows, treat-
ment failures, monitoring and 
enforcement.
	 A potential malfunction 
and the discharge ADEM af-
firmatively permits are differ-
ent issues.
	 Describing the permit 
itself as authorization to 
dump raw sewage would be 
inaccurate.

Application lists outfall 
100 feet from shore
Another figure cited by oppo-
nents appears in the permit 
application.
	 Vista Lago’s EPA Form 2A 
identifies Outfall 1 as 100 feet 
from shore, lists the depth 
below surface as 0 feet and 
gives a 0.060-MGD average 
daily flow designation. The 
discharge is characterized as 
continuous rather than sea-
sonal.
	 Landmark Engineering 
Group’s map identifies a 
wastewater-treatment-plant 
discharge to a drainage way 
and a second point labeled 
“Outfall 01 draining into 
Smith Lake.”
	 The map states, “Receiv-
ing water is Smith Lake.”
	 Those records create an 
unresolved difference be-
tween the permit file and 
Vista Lago’s public explana-
tion.
	 In its July 17 statement, 
Vista Lago said its permit 
does not authorize direct 
discharge into Smith Lake. It 
said treated effluent would be 
discharged into an approxi-
mately 30-acre wooded parcel 
about one-third of a mile 
inland from the lake.
	 ADEM uses different ter-
minology.
	 Its response to public 
comments calls Vista Lago 
the first NPDES permit to 
directly discharge to Lewis 
Smith Lake.
	 One possible explanation 
is a regulatory distinction be-
tween the physical location 
where treated effluent leaves 
the treatment system and the 
receiving water assigned to 
the permitted outfall.
	 The record reviewed by 
The Tribune does not estab-
lish that explanation clearly 
enough to reconcile the two 
descriptions.
	 That remains a question 
for ADEM and the project en-
gineer.

Permit materials describe 
a multi-stage treatment 
system
Vista Lago’s public statement 
emphasizes the level of treat-
ment proposed for the devel-
opment.
	 Landmark Engineering 
submitted the project to 
ADEM as a decentralized ex-
tended-aeration wastewater 
treatment plant.

Engineering drawings depict 
multiple treatment stages, 
including:
•	 Flow equalization
•	 Aeration
•	 Anoxic zones

•	 Clarification
•	 Chlorination
•	 Phosphorus treatment

Vista Lago publicly describes 
the system as a commercial 
STEP septic system and a 
scaled version of a municipal 
wastewater treatment plant.
	 Those descriptions are 
not necessarily inconsistent 
because a treatment system 
can contain multiple collec-
tion and treatment compo-
nents.
	 For purposes of the 
NPDES permit, ADEM de-
scribes the facility as dis-
charging treated domestic 
wastewater to Ryan Creek 
(Smith Lake).

Permit file does not sub-
stantiate “5X cleaner” 
claim
Vista Lago’s July statement 
says effluent standards for 
the system will be “5X cleaner 
than required by ADEM.”
	 The permit reviewed by 
The Tribune does not contain 
a single measurement called 
“cleanliness.” Wastewater is 
regulated through individual 
parameters.
	 ADEM sets limits for E. 
coli, CBOD, ammonia, sus-
pended solids and residual 
chlorine and establishes 
monitoring requirements for 
nitrogen- and phosphorus-re-
lated parameters.
	 The application contains 
projected removal percent-
ages, but The Tribune found 
no calculation in the permit 
file demonstrating a blanket 
fivefold comparison between 
Vista Lago’s anticipated ef-
fluent and ADEM’s required 
limits.
	 That does not establish 
the developer’s claim is false.
	 It means the claim cannot 
be independently verified 
from the permit documents 
reviewed.
	 A pollutant-by-pollut-
ant comparison identifying 
expected effluent concentra-
tions and corresponding reg-
ulatory limits would allow the 
claim to be evaluated.
	 The same standard ap-
plies to comparisons between 
the proposed plant and con-
ventional septic systems. 
Whether one system presents 
less environmental risk de-
pends on engineering, soil, 
hydrogeology, operation and 
maintenance, among other 
factors.

Developer describes addi-
tional wooded bioretention 
area
Vista Lago says treated efflu-
ent will enter an engineered 
bioretention area with veg-
etation intended to absorb 
surface water not absorbed by 
the surrounding wooded area.
	 The developer describes 
that measure as outside 
ADEM’s required scope.
	 The operative ADEM ma-
terials reviewed by The Tri-
bune identify the permitted 
receiving pathway as a local 
drainage way to Smith Lake 
and identify Outfall 01 drain-
ing into Smith Lake.
	 The documents reviewed 
do not establish the approxi-
mately 30-acre wooded parcel 
or broader bioretention de-
scription as an enforceable 
condition of NPDES Permit 
AL0084516.
	 That distinction is sig-
nificant because a voluntary 
project feature and a permit 

requirement are not neces-
sarily the same thing.
	 Final engineering plans 
may provide additional clari-
ty. The permit requires plans 
and specifications to be sub-
mitted to and examined by 
ADEM before construction 
of the wastewater treatment 
facility.

Permit records address 
sludge and SSO planning
The permit file addresses two 
additional points raised in 
public criticism.

Sludge:
•	 The application estimates 
approximately 1.5 dry metric 
tons annually.
•	 Dewatering is identified as 
part of the process.
•	 Landfill disposal is select-
ed.
•	 The final landfill was not 
identified in the material 
reviewed by The Tribune, 
leaving the destination unre-
solved.

Sanitary Sewer Overflow Re-
sponse Plan:
•	 Maverick must develop 
the plan within 120 days of the 
June 1 permit effective date.
•	 The plan must be fully im-
plemented within 180 days.
•	 Once completed, it must 
be made available to the 
public within 30 days of a 
written request, subject to 
limited security-related re-
dactions.

The absence of a complet-
ed plan immediately after 
permit issuance therefore 
does not establish a missed 
permit deadline.

303(d) listing is for mercu-
ry
Opponents have correctly 
pointed out that the portion 
of Ryan Creek (Smith Lake) 
containing the discharge 
is on Alabama’s 303(d) im-
paired-waters list.
	 The pollutant identified in 
the permit file is mercury.
	 ADEM requires annual 
mercury monitoring so infor-
mation will be available for 
future total maximum daily 
load development. The agency 
says no existing TMDL affects 
the Vista Lago discharge.
	 The listing is relevant en-
vironmental context.
	 It is not evidence that 
Vista Lago caused the exist-
ing impairment, nor does the 
permit identify the segment 
as impaired because of Vista 
Lago wastewater, nitrogen, 
phosphorus or E. coli.

No recognized “third clean-
est” ranking located
Hand told ADEM that Smith 
Lake “builds itself as the 
cleanest lake in Alabama,” 
and public material reviewed 
by The Tribune has repeat-
ed variations of claims that 
Smith Lake ranks among the 
cleanest lakes in the country.
	 The Tribune has not locat-
ed a recognized state or feder-
al ranking system supporting 
a specific national placement 
such as “third cleanest lake in 
America.”
	 The claim is unnecessary 
to establish the regulatory 
precedent.
	 ADEM’s own response 
provides the narrower, doc-
umented point: no NPDES 
permit previously identified 
by the agency directly dis-
charged to Lewis Smith Lake.

ADEM says it lacks author-
ity to require a non-dis-
charge design
The public campaign has re-
peatedly called for Vista Lago 
to use a non-discharge alter-
native.
	 Hand made essential-
ly that request directly to 
ADEM.
	 The agency declined.
	 ADEM said the permit was 
developed according to appli-
cable regulations, water-qual-
ity standards and technol-
ogy-based requirements. It 
also said it does not have reg-
ulatory authority to require a 
particular treatment-system 
design or a non-discharge 
system.
	 That does not prevent the 
developer from voluntarily 
choosing another system.
	 That distinction is central 
to Rep. Cindy Myrex’s posi-
tion.

Myrex calls for voluntary 
alternative
Myrex has not publicly char-
acterized the permit as illegal 
or presented herself as an en-
vironmental specialist.
	 Instead, she has framed 
her position around finding 
another solution.
	 In one statement reviewed 
by The Tribune, Myrex said 
she had “appealed on multi-
ple levels for the developers 
to consider an alternative 
option.”
	 She said she is not an en-
vironmental specialist and 
has listened to constituents, 
stakeholders and experts as 
the issue developed. She also 
said discussions involving the 
Smith Lake community and 
the developers were taking 
place and that she had offered 
to participate.
	 In a more recent state-
ment, Myrex said she re-
mained focused on a reso-
lution addressing residents’ 
concerns “while giving the 
developer an opportunity to 
pursue a responsible alterna-
tive.”
	 That position is separate 
from ADEM’s regulatory deci-
sion.
	 ADEM has determined 
that the discharge can be per-
mitted under the conditions 
imposed.
	 Myrex is asking the de-
veloper to consider another 
option despite that authoriza-
tion.

Permit allows future 
ADEM action if standards 
are violated
Vista Lago has an effective 
NPDES permit.
	 ADEM states that com-
pliance with its terms and 
conditions should assure 
compliance with applicable 
water-quality standards.
	 The permit also provides 
for future action if circum-
stances prove otherwise.
	 If the discharge causes or 
contributes to a violation of 
state water-quality standards, 
ADEM may require abate-
ment, modify the permit or, 
in an emergency, prohibit the 
discharge until the permit is 
modified.
	 ADEM has also ac-
knowledged that no Smith 
Lake-specific water-quality 
model currently exists. Its 
Water Quality Branch relied 
on best professional judgment 
in establishing initial limits, 
and the permit rationale says 
a future Smith Lake model 

could be used to determine 
whether those limits should 
be revised.

What the record establish-
es, and what remains unre-
solved
After reviewing permitting 
documents, public comments, 
maps, public statements and 
wastewater records, The Tri-
bune’s findings are narrower 
than many of the arguments 
circulating around Smith 
Lake.

The record establishes:
•	 Vista Lago has not been 
permitted to routinely dis-
charge raw sewage into the 
lake.
•	 ADEM identifies the 
permit as the first NPDES 
permit to directly discharge 
treated wastewater to Lewis 
Smith Lake.
•	 Existing wastewater 
plants operate within the 
lake’s drainage area, but 
ADEM says none directly dis-
charge into the lake.
•	 Vista Lago’s permit con-
tains enforceable treatment 
and monitoring require-
ments.
•	 The permit addresses 
sludge and sanitary sewer 
overflow planning, although 
the eventual sludge destina-
tion remains unresolved.

Other questions remain:
•	 The permit application 
lists the outfall as 100 feet 
from shore while Vista Lago 
says treated effluent will be 
discharged about one-third of 
a mile inland.
•	 ADEM calls the permit 
the first NPDES permit to 
directly discharge to Lewis 
Smith Lake while Vista Lago 
says the permit does not au-
thorize direct discharge into 
Smith Lake.
•	 Vista Lago says its effluent 
standards will be five times 
cleaner than ADEM requires, 
while the permit file reviewed 
by The Tribune does not 
provide the pollutant-by-pol-
lutant calculation needed to 
independently verify that 
statement.
•	 The permit materials 
reviewed do not establish 
the approximately 30-acre 
wooded parcel or broader 
bioretention system as an 
enforceable condition of the 
NPDES permit.
•	 ADEM issued the permit 
without a completed Smith 
Lake water-quality model, 
relying on best professional 
judgment while leaving open 
the possibility that future 
modeling could result in re-
vised limits.

None of those unresolved 
questions establishes that the 
permitted system will harm 
Smith Lake.
	 The issuance of the permit 
also does not, by itself, answer 
them.
	 For the first NPDES 
permit ADEM says will direct-
ly discharge to Lewis Smith 
Lake, the remaining issues are 
measurable: the exact rela-
tionship between the physical 
discharge point and permit-
ted outfall, pollutant-specific 
performance data, the status 
of the proposed bioretention 
area in final plans and how 
future Smith Lake modeling 
could affect permit limits.
	 Those are the questions 
the public record now leaves 
to be answered.
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I am a dog man! No, that 
is not a super hero; 
however, I have had 
a couple of dogs that 

were heroes…at least to me. 
I like cats, too, but I have not 
had one for quite some time. 
I do prefer dogs because they 
will usually come when I 
call them, instead of looking 
at me and saying, “Are you 
talking to me?” 
	 Actually, I love almost all 
animals, except the ones that 
bite or sting. Over the years, 
and especially in my boyhood 

days, I’ve had a variety of pets. 
I have had more cats than I 
can name or number. I’ve had 
rabbits, guinea pigs, a goose, 
a duck, an orphan opossum 
named Junior, turtles, terra-
pins, frogs, a dessert horned 
toad and even a pet alligator. 
	 One of my brothers had 
a pet squirrel, and my other 
brother gave me one of his 
baby alligators.
	 That brother was in 
Mama’s dog house for a while, 
and my gator ended up in 
a  rabbit coop. Yes, the rab-
bits had already vacated the 
premises. Mama would not 
allow me to put my gator in 
our pond or bring him in the 
house. 

	 On the tamer side of sense 
and sensibility, I have had at 
least one dog at all times most 
of my life except when I was 
away in college and seminary. 
God must love animals, too, 
because He created them, 
and He did so even before he 
created mankind. Noah had 
the best collection of animals 
and his all lived inside! 
	 I think I’ve had 15 dogs. 
The first one I ever had was 
a great American dog named 
Sport.
	 I think he must have been 
older than me because I can’t 
remember him not ever being 
there. Sport was a hybrid…a 
Heinz 57, if you will. He was 
an outdoor dog who would 

not come inside the house for 
any amount of calling, coax-
ing or even bribing with a 
dog treat. Our dog treats back 
them were biscuits…literal 
biscuits.  
	 Sport was my 50-ish 
pound, by-my-side body 
guard. My parents discovered 
early on that Sport did not 
vote in favor of any physical 
disciplinarian actions carried 
out on his boy.
	 I did not vote in favor 
of such actions either, but 
I didn’t growl and show my 
canines at my disciplinarians 
like my canine friend would. 
Sport also did not like to 
swim or get a bath, even for a 
biscuit. 

	 At a young age, I realized 
exactly how much Sport 
loved me and was my protec-
tor. He had crossed the bridge 
over our creek and walked up 
on the other side for a pretty 
good distance.
	 My family was trying to 
get him to come back around 
on our side, but he was having 
nothing to do with it. He just 
stood on the other bank, 
looked at us like a cat might 
and barked at us. 
	 That’s when we discov-
ered how to get him to cross 
the creek, swim and take a 
bath, all at the same time. My 
brother pretended to spank 
me and before you could say, 
“He won’t swim or he won’t 

bite,” Sport was soaking wet 
and showing my brother his 
pearly whites! That was the 
day Sport became more than 
my dog…he became my hero. 
Lassie had nothing on my 
dog! 
	 Yes, they say a dog is 
man’s best friend, but I be-
lieve God, who created us all, 
is actually man’s very best 
friend. I cannot number the 
circumstances when I have 
found myself in times of trou-
ble, only to realize that God 
was right by my side giving all 
the guidance and protection 
needed. 

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com.    
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POET'S CORNER
Mid-Summer
By: Randy C. Hale

It's midsummer, and the grandkids are starting back to 

school, reminding me of the time when I was in school 

and how I dreaded those back-to-school commercials.

That meant Mother would take me into town to the upstairs of our 

local department store to try on and buy new shoes and clothes.

How I hated the feel of those new jeans, mother checking the waist 

for room to grow. Mashing the ends of my toes when trying on 

the new shoes. I was always relieved when the day was through, 

and I was back at home enjoying the few days left of summer. 

In comparison, I am now past mid-summer in the seasons 

of my life, perhaps late fall or even early winter.  No more 

rush to buy new clothes, no more yellow school buses 

to catch, no requirements to learn. Times in life that 

seem minor to the things that complicate it now.

From the files of 
Aug. 15, 1935

New Improvements Made 
in Cullman
The store of Geo. W. Ponder 
is undergoing a complete 
change of both inside and 
out at the present. Windows 
have replaced solid walls, 
more room for the display of 
merchandise inside the store 
and show windows are being 
installed. The store will be 
completed in a few weeks.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Ponder are constructing a 
modern brick bungalow in 
the northeastern section of 
the city. The home will con-
tain eight rooms.
	 The Cullman Motor Com-
pany is building a foundation 
for a modern brick building 
on the corner of 5th street 
and 3rd avenue west.
	 A new filling station is 
being built on the corner of 
the Bee Line highway and 7th 
street west.
	 A new building is being 
completed on the new via-
duct on 4th street between 
the court house and West 
Cullman. J. M. Kilpatrick 
owns the building and it will 
be occupied by a pressing and 
cleaning shop.
	 Several homes in all parts 
of the city are being repainted 
and redecorated and rooms 
added on to them for more 
space and more comfort.

Sacred Heart Academy to 

Open September 4th
The Sacred Heart Academy 
will reopen for the fall term 
on September fourth. Al-
though the Academy is pri-
marily for high school pupils, 
provisions have been made 
whereby students who have 
completed the seventh grade 
will be accepted this year.
	 Improvements during 
the summer here have pro-
vided for an up-to-date gym 
and recreation rooms in 
St. Joseph’s annex. The re-
fectory, private rooms and 
classrooms have all been 
renovated and are in cheer-
ful readiness for the coming 
year.
	 The faculty requests 
that registration be made 
on Wednesday, September 
fourth, in order that classes 
may be resumed on Thurs-
day, September fifth.

Bees and Butterflies
Alex Evers has returned from 
a trip to Chicago.
	 Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Bright 
spent Sunday in Arab.
	 Mrs. Essie Scheuing spent 
Wednesday in Birmingham.
	 Mrs. Lavert Freeman 
spent Wednesday in Bir-
mingham.
	 Dr. and Mrs. M. S. White-
side and family are visiting in 
Ohio.
	 Mrs. Maud Comfort 
and Mrs. Fred Swift spent 
Monday in Decatur.
	 Misses Freda and Elsie 
Hartung spent Wednesday in 

Birmingham.
	 Judge A. A. Griffin is 
holding court in Lawrence 
County at Moulton this 
week.
	 Mrs. A. A. Griffin and Mrs. 
J. C. Norwood spent Wednes-
day in Birmingham.
	 Rainey Martin is spend-
ing this week on the Gulf 
Coast of Florida fishing.
	 Dr. Alvie Culpepper is 
spending this week on the 
Florida Gulf Coast fishing.
	 Attorney Marvin Scott 
spent Monday in Decatur 
looking after legal business.
	 Miss Edith Simms of 
Athens is the guest of Mr. and 
Mrs. P. C. Simms this week.
	 Dr. Phillip Hartung is 

spending this week on the 
Florida Gulf Coast fishing.
	 Thermon Guthery is 
spending a month at Camp 
McClellan with the C. M. T. C.
	 Mrs. Henderson Guthe-
rie and son, Spencer Speegle, 
spent Monday in Atlanta.
	 Mrs. J. C. Norwood and 
son, Maurice Norwood, spent 
Monday in Birmingham.
	 Miss Doris Turner is the 
guest of Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Mixon in Hartselle this week.
	 J. E. McLendon and E. C. 
Kinney, Jr., spent Tuesday in 
Chattanooga on business.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Taylor daughter, Miss Wyn-
elle, spent Monday in Bir-
mingham.

HISTORY

Files from Yesteryear: Aug. 15, 1935

Vista Lago (from Front)
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THANK YOU TO
OUR ADVERTISERS!

6.6L Duramax Turbo Diesel V8
10-Speed Automatic
Remote Open/Start
Heads-Up Display
16-Way Power Driver Seat with Lumbar

2026 Sierra 
2500 HD Denali
Ultimate

STK# 69538

WAS $99,630

NOW $88,429

SAVE
$12,000!

 Super Cruise Package
 Power Liftgate
 Enhanced Automatic 

          Parking Assist
 Power Moonroof

2026 Buick
Enclave Avenir

 STK# 64207

SAVE
$11,000!

WAS $65,610

NOW $55,409 

5.3L EcoTec3 V8
10-Speed Automatic
ProGrade Trailering System
HD Surround Vision

2026 GMC 
Sierra 1500 SLT

STK# 70404

WAS $68,075

NOW $53,874

SAVE
$15,000!

1.3L EcoTec Turbo Engine
18" Painted Aluminum Wheels
2-Way Power Driver Lumbar Control
Electronic Stability Control

2026 Buick
Encore GX
Preferred
STK# 64250

WAS $30,075

NOW $24,374

SAVE
$6,500!

6.6L Duramax V8 Turbo Diesel
Leather
10-Speed Automatic
Front & Rear Park Assist
Remote Open & Start
Illuminated Entry

2026 GMC
SIERRA
2500 HD Denali
STK# 69247

WAS $91,154

NOW $79,953

SAVE
$12,000!

 8-Speed Automatic with 
          Overdrive

 Brake Assistt
 Premium GMC Infotainment System
 Automatic Climate Control

2026 GMC
Terrain Denali

STK# 69714

WAS $44,390

NOW $40,189

SAVE
$5,000!

Super Cruise Package
After Dark Leather
20" Machined 

         Aluminum Wheels
3rd Row Seat

2026 GMC
Acadia Denali

 STK# 68355

SAVE
$4,500!

WAS $63,105

NOW $59,404 

1.2L EcoTec Turbo
Illuminated Entry
8-Way power Driver 

         Seat Adjuster
Auto High-Beam Headlights
Exterior Rear Parking Camera

2026 Buick Envista
Sport Touring

STK# 64271

WAS $29,880

NOW $26,679

SAVE
$4,000!

10-Speed Automatic with 
         Overdrive

6.2L EcoTec3 V8
Hands-Free Power Liftgate
Magnetic Ride Control Suspension

2026 GMC 
Yukon XL Denali

STK# 69149

WAS $91,815

NOW $86,114

SAVE
$6,500!

Adaptive Suspension
Extreme Off-Road Package
Underbody Cameras
4 Wheel Independent Suspension

2025 GMC 
HUMMER EV
Pickup 3X

STK# 58197

WAS $129,055

NOW $104,854

SAVE
$25,000!

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.

ALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALER

GMC DEALER OF THE YEARGMC DEALER OF THE YEARGMC DEALER OF THE YEAR
9 YEARS IN A ROW!9 YEARS IN A ROW!9 YEARS IN A ROW!

Bill’s Deals!Bill’s Deals!Bill’s Deals!

Get Hooked on
Savings with 
Get Hooked on
Savings with 

COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE
30
HIGH TREAD AND

ALL USED TIRES

TPMS SENSORS

40
MICHELIN

PRICES
SLASHED!

315 MAIN ST.NW, HANCEVILLE
MON–TUES–THURS – FRIDAY 8:00–5:30

WEDS 8–12 | SAT 8:00–2:00
256-352-2221

...IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

AT AND LT INCLUDED
NO SIZE RESTRICTIONS

NEW EXCLUDED

$
INSTALLED

%
OFF

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTSCommission on Aging seeks volunteers 
to deliver meals to homebound seniors

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cullman 
County Commission on Aging is 
asking individuals, churches and 
businesses to give approximately 
one hour a week to help deliver 
meals and companionship to 
homebound seniors in the city of 
Cullman.
	 Volunteers are needed one day 
a week during the  meal delivery 
window of 10 a.m.-noon. Those 
interested can call the Cullman 
Senior Center at 256-734-0145.
	 Prepared meals are picked up 
and delivered along an assigned 
route using the volunteer’s own 
transportation. Mileage reim-
bursement is available but option-
al.
	 Volunteers also deliver the 
Cullman County Senior Maga-
zine, helping homebound clients 
remain informed about programs, 
services and events in the commu-
nity.
	 “For many homebound in-
dividuals, our volunteers are 
the only connection they have,” 
Cullman County Commission on 
Aging Director Stephanie Lawson 
told The Tribune during an earlier 
recruitment effort.
	 In addition to providing food 
and information, each delivery 
gives someone an opportunity to 
check on the senior’s well-being. 

Volunteers report concerns or 
clients they are unable to reach to 
center staff after completing their 
routes.
	 “They are also providing a 
daily wellness check and some 
socialization to our homebound, 
which is very important as well,” 
Commission on Aging Nutrition 
Coordinator Laurie Knight previ-
ously told The Tribune.
	 The center’s latest appeal hi-
hlighted Pat, a volunteer who has 
delivered meals for more than 20 
years. Officials said the program 
could not continue serving home-
bound seniors without dedicated 
volunteers like her.
	 The Cullman Senior Center is 
one of seven full-time senior cen-
ters operated through the Cullman 
County Commission on Aging. 
The others are in Colony, Crane 
Hill, Fairview, Hanceville, Holly 
Pond and West Point.
	 Each center serves lunch 
Monday through Friday, except 
holidays, and coordinates home-
bound deliveries within its service 
area.
	 The latest countywide figure 
publicly reported by the Commis-
sion on Aging showed the seven 
centers serving approximately 140 
homebound seniors. The figure 
was reported in late 2025, and 
the number can change as seniors 
enter or leave the program.
	 Lawson previously said the 

service helps seniors remain in 
their own homes longer while 
giving their families reassurance 
that someone is checking on them 
during the day.
	 To qualify for homebound 
meals, a person must be 60 or 
older and meet the program’s 
homebound eligibility guide-
lines. Meals are provided without 
charge, although donations are 
appreciated and returned to the 
nutrition program.
	 Funding for the meals from 
the Alabama Depart	 ment of 
Senior Services, Cullman County 
Commission, North Central Al-
abama Regional Council of Gov-
ernments, United Way of Cullman 
County and donations from indi-
viduals, churches and businesses.
	 Some volunteers serve the 
same route each week, while 
others help once or twice a month 
or fill in when a regular driver is 
unavailable. Church groups and 
businesses are also encouraged to 
form teams and rotate volunteers 
according to members’ availabili-
ty.
	 The Cullman Senior Center is 
located at 1539 Sportsman Lake 
Road NW.
	 To volunteer, call 256-734-
0145. Those interested in home-
bound meal routes elsewhere in 
Cullman County may contact 
Knight at 256-734-1241 or lk-
night@co.cullman.al.us. 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com




