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WildWater Cullman 
celebrates grand opening 

of Paradise Lazy River

Fairview Town Council talks park and playground

FAIRVIEW, Ala. — The Fairview Town Council on Monday discussed plans for 

the town park, starting with the pickleball courts and lighting, then venturing into ideas for long-term develop-ment of an upgraded play-ground and other 

CULLMAN, Ala. — WildWa-ter Cullman officially opened its new Paradise Lazy River Tuesday with a ribbon-cut-ting ceremony, marking the largest single expansion in the park's history. The 1,000-foot lazy river — among the longest in the Southeast — adds 400,000 gallons of water, 17,725 square feet of attraction space and room for 1,000 additional guests to the park. The expansion doubles much of the park's guest comfort footprint, adding more than 400 new lounge chairs, 30 new tables, 15 new cabanas and 15 new giant umbrellas, along with 300 

new inner tubes and twice the deck space, connected by new walkways throughout the park. The Paradise Lazy River can accommodate 600 guests in the water and 400 on the surrounding deck at once. The project also intro-duces The Sandbar, a new bar and grill located along the river, and new restroom facil-ities. WildWater is a landmark feature of Cullman's OmniS-ports District, a 155-acre hub of parks and recreation facil-ities in the heart of Cullman that also includes the Cull-man Wellness and Aquatic Center, The OmniPlex, Her-itage Park, Field of Miracles and the Active Adult Center. The district drew more than 1.2 million visitors 

W.C. Manncraig@cullmantribune.com
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PET OF THE WEEKAnna is a gentle soul with a helping heart
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Valerie McKenzie of Woodmen Life presents to the Fairview Town Council one of 10,000 patriotic flags made for the organization for distribution across the country. Left to right are Valerie McKenzie, Steve Eddleman, Mayor Clint Haynes, Charles Banister, Eddie Robertson and Julie Grimes.W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Morgan County man arrested in Cullman County livestock theft investigation

Vinemont Town Council approves town hall expansion » PAGE 3
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WildWater Cullman officially opened its new Paradise Lazy River Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2026, with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.CULLMAN PARKS, RECREATION & SPORTS TOURISM
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CHS opens new STEM 
and career tech center

Former Cold Springs coach Paige Adams pleads 
guilty: Sentenced to 7 years, will serve 1 year in prison

CULLMAN, Ala. — Former 
Cold Springs High School 
teacher and head girls’ bas-
ketball coach Paige Parker 
Adams pleaded guilty Thurs-
day to two felony school em-
ployee sex offenses and three 

counts of distributing ob-
scene material to a student.
 Cullman County Circuit 
Court Judge Emily Johnston 
accepted the negotiated plea 
agreement and sentenced 
Adams, 35, to 84 months, or 
seven years, in the Alabama 
Department of Corrections.
 Under a split sentence, 

Adams must serve 12 months 
in prison day for day. She will 
then complete 36 months 
of supervised probation, 
according to the plea agree-
ment and a statement from 
Cullman County District At-
torney Champ Crocker.
 The court also ordered 
Adams to register under the 

Alabama Sex Offender Regis-
tration and Community No-
tification Act as a result of the 
two felony convictions. She 
must surrender her teaching 
certificate.
 Under the agreement, 
Adams pleaded guilty on the 
first count to a lesser-includ-
ed Class C felony 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
City Schools on Friday, Aug. 
7, officially cut the ribbon and 
opened the new STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics) and 
career tech center at Cullman 
High School.
 Officials with Cullman 
City Schools, the City of 
Cullman and local agencies 
assembled at Cullman High 
to formally open the new 
center, which consists of a 
new, two-story wing located 
behind the agriculture class/
shop on Fourth Street.
 “I have so much gratitude 
for the many people it took to 
turn this vision into a reality,” 
CHS Principal Allison Tuggle 

said. “It will allow students 
the opportunity to develop 
hands-on expertise and earn 
certifications in career tech 
fields.”
 Officials partnered with 
Mazda and Toyota, among 
others, to ensure the cur-
riculum and training will 
directly fill the needs of area 
industries. The system has 
developed programs that are 
aligned with local industry 
needs, with courses of study 
focused on engineering, com-
puter science, health science, 
cybersecurity, educators and 
training, animal sciences and 
marketing.
 “The future is bright for 
Cullman City Schools and 
I can’t wait to see what the 
future holds,” Cullman City 
Schools Director of Academic 

Affairs Lindsay Brannon said.
 The new facility provides 
cutting-edge space for STEM 
programs, cybersecurity, 
health science, educators and 
training, computer science 
and marketing classrooms. 
The project also includes 

3,900 square feet of dedicat-
ed space (on the lower level) 
for modern manufacturing, 
as well as 150 additional 
parking spaces for students 
and staff.
 “We’re not just opening 
a new wing, but 

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com
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Paige Parker Adams
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Left to right are Gracie Goble, 
Zachary Harris and 
Miguel Hurtado Jr.

CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

» PAGE 2

3 charged in Rosemont 
Avenue home invasion, 
robbery in Cullman

Daffney Matline
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

» PAGE 3

Traffic 
stop leads 
to fentanyl 
trafficking 
arrest in 
Cullman 
County

Cullman County Department 
of Human Resources Director 
Amy Smith, left, accepts a 
donation of coloring books 
from Fairview High School 
student and 2026 Junior Miss 
Alabama Princess Jesslyn 
White. The books will be 
given to children entering 
foster care in 
Cullman County.

CONTRIBUTED
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Fairview student Jesslyn 
White uses pageant 
platform to support children 
entering foster care

City of Cullman 
Planning Commission 
recommends zoning 
changes for R-4 
residential 
districts » PAGE 3

Holly Pond Council talks 
park improvements, 
more » PAGE 6

Cullman City Schools on Friday, Aug. 7, 2026, officially cut the ribbon and opened the new STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) and career tech center at Cullman High School.

CULLMAN HIGH SCHOOL

CULLMAN HIGH SCHOOL
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Cullman named Top 25 
finalist in Hallmark’s Merriest 

Christmas Town contest

Former Cullman County detention deputy alleges 
illegal phone seizure after cybersecurity report

CULLMAN, Ala. — A former 
Cullman County detention 
deputy has filed a federal 
lawsuit alleging Sheriff Matt 
Gentry and Capt. Phillip 
Harris illegally seized and 
searched his personal cell-

phone after he reported a 
cybersecurity vulnerability 
affecting a law enforcement 
information system.
 Gentry has since called 
the lawsuit “frivolous” and 
said the sheriff’s office acted 
in accordance with the law.
 Payton Rohrscheib filed 
the complaint April 29 in U.S. 

District Court for the North-
ern District of Alabama. 
The lawsuit names Gentry, 
Harris, Capt. Rex Sorrow, 
Capt. Todd Reynolds, Lt. 
Rebekah Cash and Cullman 
County as defendants.
 The case, Rohrscheib v. 
Gentry et al., has been as-
signed case number 5:26-cv-

00718-HDM and is before 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Harold 
D. Mooty III.
 Rohrscheib is represent-
ed by Scott Morro of Morro 
Law Center in Gardendale. 
Morro told AL.com Aug. 12 
that he planned to amend the 
complaint to remove Sorrow, 
Reynolds and 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Christ-
mas in Cullman has captured 
the attention of families from 
across the country, and now 
it has caught the attention of 
Hallmark. Cullman has offi-
cially been selected as one of 
the Top 25 finalists in Hall-
mark’s Merriest Christmas 
Town Contest, placing the 
community among a select 
group of towns from across 
the United States competing 
for the national title of Hall-
mark’s Merriest Christmas 
Town.

 Now, Cullman needs the 
community’s help to bring 
the title home.
 “This is something our 
entire community should 
be incredibly proud of,” 
said Cullman Mayor Woody 
Jacobs. “Christmas in Cull-
man has become special be-
cause so many people believe 
in it and work together to 
make it happen. To now have 
Hallmark recognize Cull-
man among the top Christ-
mas towns in America is a 
tremendous honor. I hope 
everyone in Cullman County 
and across Alabama will get 
behind us and vote.”

 “Cullman County has 
always taken pride in show-
ing up for one another,” said 
Cullman County Commis-
sion Chairman Jeff Clemons. 
“What happens in Cullman 
every Christmas season 
reaches far beyond the city 
limits. It draws people into 
our county, supports our 
businesses and gives fami-
lies a tradition worth driving 
hours for. For Hallmark to 
recognize that says a great 
deal about the people who 
live here, and now it is on all 
of us to vote.”
 In recent years, Cull-
man has emerged as one of 

the South’s most distinctive 
Christmas destinations. Each 
holiday season, the city’s 
historic downtown is trans-
formed with glowing roof-
tops, decorated storefronts, 
a towering Christmas tree, 
holiday events and the Cull-
man Christkindlmarkt, an 
authentic German Christmas 
market honoring the heritage 
of the community’s founding 
families.
 Last Christmas season, 
more than 415,000 visitors 
from across the country ex-
perienced Christmas in Cull-
man.
 “Christmas in 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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Hanceville Fire Rescue now 
has a Good Health Sauna 
to help keep its 
firefighters safe.

BART ABSHER

» PAGE 2

Hanceville Fire 
Rescue introduces 
new sauna

Cullman Police 
Department adds Bell 
Jet Ranger to aviation 
fleet » PAGE 6

Colony Town Council 
addresses road concerns, 
funding » PAGE 6

Commission on Aging seeks 
volunteers to deliver meals 
to homebound 
seniors » PAGE 12

17-year remembrance 
event planned for missing 
Cullman woman Tabitha 
Franklin: Aug. 22 » PAGE 4

Hanceville Knapsacks 
for Kids seeks 
support for new 
school year » PAGE 9

Cullman has officially been selected as one of the Top 25 finalists in Hallmark’s Merriest Christmas 
Town Contest, placing the community among a select group of towns from across the United 
States competing for the national title of Hallmark’s Merriest Christmas Town.
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Beneath 
the surface, 
part 3: 
What the claims  
about Vista Lago 
get right, wrong and 
leave unanswered

» PAGE 10
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South Cullman KFC closes, ending 
family’s 58-year franchise history

2 more defendants reach plea 
agreements in Hanceville Police 
Department corruption case

Eric and Donna Kelso ask 
court to schedule plea hear-
ings; four of six defendants 
now have agreements with 

prosecutors

CULLMAN, Ala. — Two 
more defendants charged in 
the Hanceville Police Depart-
ment corruption case have 
reached plea agreements 

with state prosecutors, bring-
ing the number of defendants 
moving toward negotiated 
pleas to four.
	 Former Hanceville Re-
serve Officer Eric Michael 
Kelso and his wife, 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The KFC 
restaurant in the South Cull-
man Shopping Center has 
permanently closed, bringing 
an end to the Kohl and Weir 
family’s 58-year history as 
KFC franchise operators.
	 The restaurant at 1620 
Second Ave. SW completed 
its final shift Sunday, Aug. 16.
	 Crews were at the prop-
erty Monday removing the 
restaurant’s exterior brand-
ing, including the iconic red-
and-white KFC bucket sign.
	 The family cited slowing 
business, changing consumer 
preferences and increased 
competition within Cull-
man’s restaurant market as 
reasons for the closure.

	 “This has been an ex-
tremely difficult decision,” 
Owner Kent Weir said.
	 The family’s Kentucky 
Fried Chicken business began 
in Cullman in 1968 when Jack 
and Blanche Kohl opened 
their original “chicken store” 
with assistance from their 
youngest daughter, Mimi.
	 That restaurant operated 
at the location now occupied 
by Glover’s Market on the 
city’s southwest side. Kent 
and Mimi Weir marked their 
30th year as KFC franchisees 
in 2026, while the Kohl fam-
ily’s connection to the brand 
extended across nearly six 
decades.
	 “This original ‘chicken 
store’ has been part of the 
Kohl and Weir family and the 
Cullman community for gen-

erations,” Weir said.
	 Jack and Blanche Kohl, 
along with Mimi’s brother, 
Larue, and his wife, Jane, 
expanded the family’s KFC 
business into Guntersville, 
Boaz, Arab, Hartselle and 
Hanceville over the years.
	 The south Cullman 
restaurant was the family’s 
final remaining KFC loca-
tion.
	 Weir said the restaurant 
industry bears little resem-
blance to the market in which 
the family opened its original 
Cullman restaurant in 1968.
	 For much of KFC’s histo-
ry, the restaurant primarily 
competed against other busi-
nesses serving traditional 
bone-in fried chicken meals. 
Competition has since ex-
panded to include restau-

rants specializing in chicken 
tenders, nuggets and sand-
wiches, along with burger 
restaurants, grocery stores 
and convenience stores sell-
ing prepared chicken.
	 “The number of places 
selling chicken in Cullman 
today is remarkable,” Weir 
said.
	 Cullman’s continued 
population, commercial 
and restaurant growth has 
provided consumers with 
considerably more dining 
options than were available 
during much of the south 
Cullman KFC’s history.
	 Weir said the restaurant 
was no longer competing 
solely with another fried 
chicken business across 
town. Instead, it faced com-
petition from 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Noah Galilee
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Former Hanceville Reserve Officer Eric Michael Kelso 
and his wife, Donna Reid Kelso, have filed motions asking 
the Cullman County Circuit Court to schedule hearings 
at which they can formally enter negotiated pleas. The 
terms of their agreements have not been made public.

CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Cullman Police Officer Daniel 
Brown and Cullman Police 
Chief Joey Duncan

CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

» PAGE 5

CPD Officer Daniel Brown 
earns advanced hostage 
negotiation certification

An adult female cat was left 
outside the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter before the 
facility opened Monday, Aug. 
17, 2026. Shelter officials 
said the cat was found in a 
filthy carrier without water 
after being unattended for 
approximately one hour. The 
cat is doing well and will be 
offered for adoption following 
a seven-day 
holding period.

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

» PAGE 5

Cat left outside Cullman 
County Animal Shelter 
sparks discussion over 
surrender rules

An Alabama Department of 
Corrections record posted 
by Cullman County District 
Attorney Champ Crocker lists 
James Michael Doss at Kilby 
Correctional Facility with a 
total prison term 
of 325 years.

ALA. DEPT. OF CORRECTIONS/CULLMAN CO. DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

» PAGE 4

James Doss transferred 
to state prison to serve 
325-year sentence

Hanceville awaits insurance 
answer on possible return of 
police department; council 
approves higher deductibles, 
fire gear » PAGE 6

Crews remove branding from the former south Cullman KFC on Monday, Aug. 17, 2026, following the restaurant’s 
final shift Sunday. The Alabama Highway 157 KFC remains open under a separate franchisee.
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Aug. 17

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Aug. 17, 2026. All per-
sons are innocent until proven 
guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
Aug. 13
•	 trafficking drugs; posses-
sion of marijuana; possession 
of drug paraphernalia; US. 231
•	 reckless endangerment; 
US. 31
•	 possession of controlled 
substances; possession of drug 
paraphernalia; CR 222

Aug. 14
•	 criminal mischief; CR 54
•	 domestic violence; Hwy. 
278W
•	 possession of controlled 
substances; possession of drug 
paraphernalia; CR 463
•	 harassing communica-
tions; CR 571
•	 reckless endangerment; 
menacing; assault; CR 395
•	 domestic violence; CR 4
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1196
•	 harassment; CR 1817
•	 trespassing; 4th St. SW
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; possession of drug 
paraphernalia; 1st Ave. NE 
Hanceville

Aug. 15
•	 trafficking drugs; tamper-
ing with physical evidence; 
Beech Ave. SE
•	 domestic violence-crim-
inal mischief; Countryside 
Acres
•	 possession of marijuana; 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia; CR 1718
•	 harassing communica-
tions; CR 571
•	 harassment; CR 1303
•	 harassment; CR 127
•	 harassment; Whaley Ave. 
NE
•	 harassing communica-
tions; CR 747

Aug. 16
•	 discharging firearms into 
unoccupied dwelling; CR 1830
•	 domestic violence; CR 730
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; possession of drug par-
aphernalia; CR 565
•	 possession of controlled 
substances; possession of drug 
paraphernalia; Hwy. 157
•	 domestic violence; 
Summit Rd.

ARRESTS
Aug. 13-16
Auston, Jacob N.; 32
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA – assault-domes-
tic-harassment-family

Bates, Jason C.; 59
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Branch, Karen M.; 30
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family

Brock, Karlee R.; 42
•	 PROBATION REVOKED 
– possession of drug parapher-
nalia (2 counts)

Denton, Sara J.; 32
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – possession of danger-
ous drugs (2 counts)

Farmer, Rachel N.; 34
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-

TION – fraudulent use of 
credit/debit card

Goodwin, Todd E.; 30
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Hancock, Patrick H.; 42
•	 FTA – sex offense-elec-
tronic solicitation of a child

Hankins, Joshua J.; 37
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Hillman Tucker, Alli M.; 19
•	 FTA – driving without li-
cense (2 counts0
•	 FTA – expired license
•	 FTA – improper lights

James, Joseph M.; 44
•	 FTA – obstructing justice 
using a false identity
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Johns, Deann E.; 61
•	 theft of property-2nd 
degree - theft of a firearm, 
rifle, or shotgun, regardless of 
its value

Joseph II, Peter A.; 60
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-2nd degree, $1500-2500
•	 FTA – counterfeiting
•	 drug trafficking
•	 tampering with physical 
evidence

Kennedy, Cynthia M.; 51
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs

Kreps, Steven J.; 33
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Lee, William B.; 48
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Loggins, James B.; 46
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – unlawful breaking and 
entering a vehicle (no theft or 
damage) (2 counts)
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – burglary-residence-no 
force (2 counts)

Luker, Joshua J.; 32
•	 drug trafficking
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

Malcom, Rodney, 59
•	 assault-harassment

Martin, Jennifer G.; 42
•	 FTA – theft-miscellaneous

Murray, Sr., Tevin O.; 30
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – attempt to commit a 
crime-class B felony (aggra-
vated assault)

Nelson, Kimberly W.; 52
•	 drug trafficking
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

Pope, Rebecca A.; 37
•	 family offense-causing of 
delinquency, dependency or 
need of supervision of chil-
dren

Powell, Nathan A.; 35
•	 theft of property-4th 

degree – other motor vehi-
cle-does not exceed $500

Riggs, Destiny V.; 26
•	 PROBATION VIOLATION 
– burglary-residence-force (2 
counts)

Smith, Mason C.; 26
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Thrower, Jeremy S.; 42
•	 FTA – possessing stolen 
property, $1500 or more
•	 FTA – attempting to elude 
a police/law enforcement of-
ficer-serious injury or death/
speed exceeds 20 mph over 
limit
•	 FTA – attempting to elude 
a police officer
•	 FTA – manufacture, sale, 
use, etc., of synthetic urine or 
urine

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Aug. 11
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157

Aug. 14
•	 theft of property; The 
Foundry; miscellaneous; 2nd 
Ave. SW
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree; person; phone, IPAD, 
miscellaneous; $2,740
•	 theft of property; Mary 
Carter Store; miscellaneous; 
4th St. SE
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; general 
merchandise; $41; Olive St. 
SW

Aug. 15
•	 harassing communica-
tions; person
•	 criminal mischief-1st 
degree; person; damaged 
property; $50,000

Aug. 16
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree – harassment; person
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree; menacing; harass-
ment; person; Heritage Way 
SE.

ARRESTS
Aug. 14-16
Millian, Dei Santia; 20
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Ferrandis, Carin; 20
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Sheffield, Harold S.; 23
•	 DUI

Carter, Sue; 71
•	 public intoxication

Gomez, Latasha L.; 37
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree
•	 FTA – insurance violation

Defoe, Reagan E.; 22
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree – harassment

Shubert, Erica A.; 36
•	 DUI

Prentiss, Kimberly A.; 48
•	 false reporting to law en-
forcement

Watwood, Jason L.; 51
•	 unlawful distribution of 
controlled substances
•	 possession with intent 
to distribute controlled sub-
stance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents report-
ed.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

256-352-2221
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APPLICATION 
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COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 

The Wildlife and Freshwater 
Fisheries (WFF) Division of 
the Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources (ADCNR) has 
implemented a regulation 
change for the Duck River 
Reservoir in Cullman.
	 The revised regulation 
establishes a 14- to 22-inch 
protective slot limit for 
black bass. Anglers may har-
vest black bass less than 14 
inches in total length and 
one black bass greater than 
22 inches as part of the new 
10-fish daily creel limit.
	 Based on the current 
fish population structure 
in the lake, harvest of black 
bass can occur without neg-
atively affecting the overall 
health of the bass fishery.
	 The reservoir was pre-
viously managed under a 

Staff Reports
Contributor
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
• The Cullman County Spe-
cial Education Program is 
seeking to locate children 
with disabilities ages 0-21 
within the Cullman County 
School District. Ages 0-3 
call Kristie Smith, 256-734-
3253. Ages 3-21 call Katie 
Meigs, Special Education 
Coordinator, 256-739-
0486, Ext 2.
• The system is also seek-
ing to locate intellectually 
gifted and talented chil-
dren, with the emphasis on 
second-grade students.
• Contact Special Education 
Coordinator Katie Meigs at 
17600 U.S. Highway 31 N, 
Cullman, Al 35058.

The Poetry of Recovery: 
Recovery Support Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. 
at 514 Cleveland Ave. SW 
in Cullman. Facebook/The 
Poetry of Recovery. Con-
tact Jeff at 727-542-6413 or 
John at 256-636-0612.

Cullman County Histori-
cal Society Meetings
We meet the fourth Sunday 
of the month from 2-4 p.m. 
at the North Alabama Agri-
plex Heritage Building. 
Each meeting features a 
specific program or speak-
er. Join us!

Attention Senior Citizens
• If you are 60 or over, 
please come to the Cull-
man Senior Center at 1539 
Sportsman Lake Road NW 
and have some fun with us 
and eat lunch. Good fun, 
good friends and good food. 
Different things going on 
Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m.-noon.
• Volunteers needed to de-
liver meals to homebound. 
Call Commission on Aging 
for info. 256-734-1241.  

Cullman County Repub-
lican Women Monthly 
Meetings
Second Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Cullman VFW. President 
Cathi Bradford: “We are 
going to begin training to 
track legislation in Mont-
gomery. If you need infor-
mation, you can directly 
message me on Facebook.” 
Full meals at 5:30. Meetings 
start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 
p.m. We are located at 1503 
Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Sup-
port Group Meetings

Third Tuesday of every 
month, from 10-11:30 a.m., 
at the Alabama Career 
Center, 1201 Katherine St. 
NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manager, 
at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at the old Baileyton fire 
station next to the town’s 
park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, 
pet items, food and many 
everyday items. A donation 
of $20 will allow a shopper 
to fill up a bag, and for $40 
a shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a 
larger donation. There will 
be some restrictions and 
product limits on the items. 
Cash and checks accepted. 
Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has 
open AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at 
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Naza-
rene, 5415 Alabama High-
way 157. CLOSED literature 
study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
the Donald E. Green Adult 
Active Center, 1625 Cleve-
land Ave. SW. The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a na-
tional program, is a hands-
on/pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly meet-
ings providing information, 
accountability, support 
and encouragement where 
you make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a world-
wide fellowship for those 
affected by someone else’s 
addiction. We offer Help 
by sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope 
by letting others know that 
they are not alone by prac-
ticing the 12 Steps of NAR-

ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our pro-
gram is not a religious one, 
but a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family Life 
Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don 
or Nancy McKenzie 256-
736-3327 or 256-736-3470 
for more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meet-
ings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups 
are a fellowship of friends 
and family whose lives have 
been affected by alcohol-
ism. The Cullman Serenity 
Al-Anon Group meets each 
Monday at noon at 1519 St. 
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also 
a Zoom meeting each Tues-
day at noon. The Courage 
to Change Al-Anon Family 
Group meets on Thursdays 
at 6 p.m. at Grace Episcopal 
Church at 305 Arnold St. 
NE in the Carriage House, 
located between the church 
and the Arnold House on 
the corner. For more infor-
mation call 256-734-2231 
or 256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Church Services: Spirit 
Life Church 
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, 
Cullman
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcullman@
gmail.com
• FB-Spirit Life Church 
Cullman
• Wednesday, Aug. 19 – 7 
p.m. Children and youth 
classes.  Adult worship, 
teaching and testimonies 
in the sanctuary. Free pizza 
at 6:30. Van runs in the 5 
Points Area 5:15-5:30. Call 
Aimee at 256-841-2060 for 
pickup. 
• Friday, Aug. 21 – Celebrate 
Recovery. Fellowship and 
testimonies. Hurts, habits 
and hang-ups are a part of 
everyone's life. Come and 
see how to overcome these 
and more! Dinner at 6 p.m. 
Meeting starts at 6:30. 
Childcare provided. 
• Sunday, Aug. 23 – 8:15 a.m. 
Van runs in 5 Points Area. 
Call Betty Hays at 256-338-
3728 for pickup. Breakfast 
at 9:30. Bible study classes 
for children, youth and 
adults at 10. Praise and wor-
ship and message by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd at 11. 

Shirley Burden Public Li-
brary in Hanceville
• The library is open Tues-
day-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed from noon-1 p.m.) 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Join us on Facebook 
for weekly details or please 
feel free to call us at 256-
352-0685. Follow Face-
book/Hanceville Public 
Library for event details. 
• Tuesday, Aug. 18, 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Teenage club art 
project – making fall leaves 
out of cans
• Wednesday, Aug. 19, 10 
a.m. Storytime with college 
volunteer
• Wednesday, Aug. 26, 10 
a.m. Children’s book club 
and storytime with Briana 
Taylor and Angelyn Riggs
• Friday, Aug. 28, 6 p.m. 
Poetry night – amateurs 
welcome!
• Wednesday, Sept. 2, 10 
a.m. Storytime with teenag-
er Savannah Kesick reading 
"Frog & Toad"
• Thursday, Sept. 3, 1-3 
p.m. Crochet class. Bring 
your own design, beginner 
lessons available or make a 
baby hat
• Wednesday, Sept. 9, 10 
a.m. Storytime with Suhana 
Chitatia, board member
• Wednesday, Sept. 16, 10 
a.m. Storytime with Gracie 
Miller, volunteer
• Wednesday, Sept. 23, 10 
a.m. Storytime with Susan 
Melton "Ten Red Apples" 
by Pat Hutchins
• Wednesday, Sept. 30, 10 
a.m. Storytime with Briana 
Taylor and Angelyn Riggs, 
children’s book club
• We are looking for com-
munity volunteers to read 
storytime on Wednesdays. 
Contact Teresa Rivera for 
details. Volunteers make 
our library successful, so we 
thank our local community.

Sacred Heart Church 
Christmas in September
Saturday, Sept. 19, 7 a.m. -7 
p.m. and Sunday, Sept. 20, 
8 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Shop for 
gently used holiday deco-
rations in the Sacred Heart 
Church gym. Proceeds go to 
St. Vincent DePaul.

Sacred Heart Church 
German Dinner
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 4-7 
p.m. in the Sacred Heart 
Church gym. Traditional 
German food, $15 per plate. 
Dine in or take out.

Little Pink Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 6-9 
p.m. at The Venue at Stone 
Bridge Farms. Tickets on 
sale now! www.cullmanbo-
sombuddies.com/service/
little-pink-dress-event 

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
The Wildlife and Freshwater 
Fisheries (WFF) Division of 
the Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources (ADCNR) has 
implemented a regulation 
change for the Duck River 
Reservoir in Cullman.
	 The revised regulation 
establishes a 14- to 22-inch 
protective slot limit for 
black bass. Anglers may har-
vest black bass less than 14 
inches in total length and 
one black bass greater than 
22 inches as part of the new 
10-fish daily creel limit.
	 Based on the current 
fish population structure 
in the lake, harvest of black 
bass can occur without neg-
atively affecting the overall 
health of the bass fishery.
	 The reservoir was pre-
viously managed under a 

no-harvest regulation for 
black bass since opening to 
anglers in 2018. 
	 The regulation change 
provides anglers an oppor-
tunity to harvest a reason-
able limit of black bass while 
continuing to maintain the 
reservoir’s quality bass fish-
ery.
	 A fishing license (https://
myoutdooralabama.com) is 
required for residents ages 
16-64 and all non-residents 
16 and up to fish at the Duck 

River Reservoir. Learn more 
about this 640-acre man-
made reservoir at www.cull-
manal.gov/235/Duck-Riv-
er-Reservoir.
	 ADCNR promotes wise 
stewardship, management 
and enjoyment of Alabama’s 
natural resources through 
four divisions: Marine Re-
sources, State Lands, State 
Parks and Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries. Learn 
more at www.outdooral-
abama.com.

ADCNR: Regulation change allows for 
bass harvest at Duck River Reservoir
Staff Reports
Contributor

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Duck River Reservoir

nearly every segment of Cullman’s 
expanding restaurant and pre-
pared-food market.
	 The closure does not leave 
Cullman without a KFC restau-
rant. The location at 5799 Ala-
bama Highway 157 is operated by 
a separate KFC franchisee and 
remains open.

	 The closure announcement 
did not identify a future use for the 
south Cullman property.
	 The Kohl and Weir family 
thanked the generations of em-
ployees, customers and families 
who supported the business 
throughout its 58 years in Cull-
man.

KFC (from Front)
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PREP FOOTBALL

Addison dominant in 53-6 jamboree win vs. Marion County

ADDISON, Ala. — The pre-
season third-ranked 1A Ad-
dison Bulldogs hosted the 
Marion County Red Raid-
ers for a jamboree game on 
Friday night and, in domi-
nant fashion, took down the 
Red Raiders 53-6. This game 
was never close, and the only 
thing that the Bulldogs found 
out about themselves is that 
they may be deeper than they 
thought, with their second-
and-third-stringers defeat-
ing the Red Raiders’ starters 
12-0 in the second half with a 
running clock. It must be said 
that Marion County’s start-
ing quarterback was injured 
and will miss the first few 
games of the season, but it 
may not have mattered much 
in this game.
	 Addison received the 
opening kickoff (kicks and 
punts were non-returnable in 
this game) and started their 
first possession at their own 
25-yard line. On the games’ 
first offensive snap, Bulldog 
senior quarterback Elijah 
Roberts found Conner Lane 
streaking down the seam 
for a 75-yard touchdown 
pass, with Lane going in un-
touched. Lane then kicked 
the extra point, and with only 
15 seconds off the clock Ad-
dison led 7-0, foreshadowing 
the rest of the night.
	 On Marion County’s first 
play, Raider freshman quar-
terback Jaxson Seals found 
Elijah Belk for a nice 11-yard 
pass and a first down. The 
next three plays netted the 
Raiders negative 14 yards, 
and they had to punt. 
	 Addison’s second posses-
sion started out badly, as the 
Bulldogs found themselves 
facing a first-and-25 after a 
penalty from their own 45-
yard line. An 11-yard Zane 
Smith run, and a 19-yard pass 
from Roberts to Smith gave 
them a first down at the Raid-
ers’ 19. After a nice 11-yard 
pass from Roberts to Tanner 

Gaither put the ball down 
to the Raider eight, Roberts 
ran it in from there for the 
Dawgs’ second touchdown. 
The extra point was no good, 
and with 8:50 to go in the first 
quarter Addison led 13-0.
	 The next big play for the 
‘Dawgs, Lane picked off a 
Raider pass and returned it 
38 yards down to the Raider 
two-yard line. Addison’s 
Smith rambled in from two 
yards out on the next play and 
Lane added the extra point, 
and Addison had jumped out 
to a 20-0 lead with still 4:57 
left in the opening quarter.
	 After forcing another 
Raider punt, Addison fum-
bled the ball away on their 
own 38-yard line with Raider 
Desmond Smith scooping 
up the ball and returning it 
down to the Bulldog 16-yard 
line. The Raiders facing a sec-
ond-and-9 from the Dawg fif-
teen, Seals threw a nice pass, 
and Roman Bellamy made a 
great catch over the Bulldog 
defender, who had good cov-
erage, for the Raider touch-
down. The extra point was no 
good, and the score stood at 
20-6, Addison, with 1:18 to go 
in the first quarter.
	 Addison scored again on 
their first play from scrim-
mage, as Roberts found Ben 
Bridges for a 70-yard catch 
and run for the touchdown.   
Lane kicked the extra point, 
and at the end of the first 
quarter, Addison held a com-
manding 27-6 lead.
	 After another Raider 
punt, Addison took over at 
their own 45-yard line. Ad-
dison got down to the Raider 
33-yard line, but penalties 
pushed them all the back 
to the 44-yard line of the 
Raiders, and Addison faced a 
fourth-and-20.
	 Bulldog Head Man Mark 
Hastings decided to go for it, 
and Roberts found Gaither 
streaking across the middle 
for a 44-yard touchdown 
pass. The Lane extra point 
made it 34-6 with 6:27 left in 
the first half.

	 Addison was able to stop 
Marion County on downs at 
the Dawg 29-yard line, and 
took over with just 32 sec-
onds left in the half. After 
Roberts found Lane on two 
consecutive 9-yard passes, 
Addison had the ball at their 
own 44 with six seconds left 
on the clock.
	 Roberts then hit Scout 
Flynn with a short pass, and 
Flynn went down the home 
sideline, running over three 
Raiders for a touchdown 
from 56 yards out on the last 
play of the half. The extra 
point was good by Lane, and 
Addison led 41-6 at halftime.
	 The second half was 
played with a running clock, 
and the Dawgs scored on a 

Smith 43-yard run to put 
Addison up 47-6. Addison’s 
young ones had a Kash 
Turner 1-yard run for the 
final score, sealing a 53-6 Ad-
dison win.   
	 The Addison defense 
held Marion County to only 
crossing midfield twice, while 
the offense did anything they 
wanted. Addison will travel to 
Winston County High School 
next Friday to take on their 
arch rival 2A Yellow Jack-
ets in the regular seasonn 
opener.  

Unofficial stats
Addison ran 15 total passing 
plays for 326 total yards, and 
18 total rushing plays for 
173 total yards. In 33 overall 

plays, the Bulldogs racked up 
499 yards of offense. Marion 
County, however, ran 15 total 
pass plays for 42 yards and 
30 total running plays for a 
total of 112 total yards, only 
amassing 154 total yards on 
45 plays.
	 Addison’s Roberts was 
8-8 passing with 261 yards 
and three touchdowns, and 
Zeke Wiggins was 2-5 for 65 
yards and a touchdown.
	 The Bulldogs rushing 
attack was led by Zane Smith, 
who had four carries for 57 
yards and two touchdowns. 
Joey Wilson had three carries 
for 41 yards and Turner had 
four carries for 36 yards and 
a touchdown. Additionally, 
Roberts had two carries for 

21 yards and a touchdown.
	 Receiving, the ‘Dawgs 
were led by Lane with four 
catches for 105 yards and a 
touchdown. Next, Flynn had 
one catch for 56 yards and a 
touchdown and Gaither had 
two catches for 55 yards and a 
touchdown. Bridges also had 
one catch for 70 yards and a 
touchdown, Silas Frazier had 
one catch for 21 yards and 
Smith had one catch for 19 
yards.   
	 On defense, Addison was 
led by Nick Nail with four 
tackles, followed by Smith 
and Major Snoddy with three 
each. Roberts, Brady Daniel, 
Skylar Cleghorn, Turner and 
Caleb Gregory also had two 
each.

BRANDON EVANS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Addison freshman running back Kash Turner running away from Marion Co. defenders in the Bulldogs' 53-6 jamboree win

Todd Walker
Tribune Correspondent

CHS introduces new 
athletic trainer for 
2026-2027 school year
CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man High School has a new 
athletic trainer for the 2026-
2027 school year, who will be 
working across all sports this 
fall, winter and spring.
	 Patrick Johnson, from 
Madison, Alabama, has 
joined CHS athletics as the 
school’s new athletic trainer. 
Johnson is a graduate of St. 
John Paul II Catholic High 
School, and attended Auburn 
University at Montgomery 
and Bridgewater College in 
Virginia. He holds a master’s 
degree in athletic training, 
and is employed as an Athletic 
Trainer with Baptist Health. 
CHS has partnered with Bap-
tist Health to provide athletic 
training outreach this season.

	 “I am ecstatic about 
having the opportunity to be 
a part of the CHS sports
	 program,” Johnson said. 
“I look forward to bringing 
my experiences and knowl-
edge to help provide amazing 
care for our CHS student ath-
letes.”
	 Johnson brings a wealth 
of experience to the role, 
having worked sports at the 
collegiate level at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee football 
program, and previously 
spent six years working as 
an athletic trainer in Blount 
County. He has previously 
worked with JB Pennington 
High School, Susan Moore 
High School and Hayden 
High School.
	 “As the school athletic 
trainer, I am a state-licensed 
healthcare professional dedi-

cated to ensuring the health, 
safety, and performance of 
our student-athletes. My role 
encompasses injury preven-
tion, immediate on-field care, 
clinical assessment, and com-
prehensive rehabilitation 
for sports-related injuries 
and illnesses,” Johnson said. 
“Beyond providing coverage 
for practices, games, and 
tournaments year-round, I 
work closely with physicians, 
physical therapists, coaches 
and parents to ensure a seam-
less recovery and safely get 
our athletes back in the game. 
While no single trainer can 
be at every event, I am always 
available to coordinate the 
care of all Bearcats!”
	 Johnson is married to 
his wife, Jessica, and the two 
have a 2-year-old daughter, 
Melodie.

CULLMAN HIGH SCHOOL

Patrick Johnson with his wife, Jessica, and daughter, Melodie

Trent Moore
Cullman City Schools

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
Police Officer Daniel Brown 
has completed the final 
phase of an intensive hostage 
and crisis negotiation train-
ing program, giving the de-
partment another advanced 
resource for resolving some 
of the most volatile situa-
tions officers can encounter 
without the use of force.
	 Brown completed the 40-
hour Hostage Negotiations, 
Phase III course through 
the Public Agency Training 
Council in Alabama Aug. 3-7. 
The course was taught by 
retired New York City Police 
Department hostage negoti-
ator Jack Cambria.
	 The Cullman Police De-
partment said completion of 
the third phase gives Brown 
full certification as an Ad-
vanced Primary Negotiator.
	 The designation rep-
resents considerably more 
than attendance at a single 
training course.
	 PATC requires negotia-
tors seeking its certification 
to complete all three phases 
of its hostage negotiation 
curriculum. Phase III is 
available only to officers 
who previously completed 
PATC’s Phase I and II train-
ing.
	 Brown completed Phase 
I and II earlier this year 
in training hosted by the 
Hoover Police Department 
and also taught by Cambria, 
according to CPD. 
	 At the conclusion of 
Phase III, participants face 
a 50-question examination 
covering material from all 
three phases and must score 
at least 75% to receive certi-
fication. 
	 Each participant is also 
evaluated on his or her 
ability to perform the re-
sponsibilities of a primary 
negotiator. PATC’s hostage 
negotiation certification is 
valid for two years before re-
certification is required.

What the training covers
Phase III moves beyond the 
fundamentals of establish-
ing communication with a 
person in crisis.
	 PATC says the advanced 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — James 
Michael Doss, 67, of Cullman 
County, has been transferred 
to state prison to serve a 325-
year sentence imposed after 
he pleaded guilty to 12 child 
sex crime charges, Cullman 
County District Attorney 
Champ Crocker announced.
	 Doss was transported 
Thursday, Aug. 13, to Kilby 
Correctional Facility in 
Montgomery County. An Al-
abama Department of Cor-
rections record accompany-
ing Crocker’s announcement 
lists Doss at Kilby under 
Alabama Institutional Serial 

No. 00345372 and reflects 
a total prison term of 325 
years.
	 “This is the final chapter 
in a long fight to hold Doss 
accountable for his unspeak-
able crimes,” Crocker said.
	 Crocker thanked those 
who participated in the 
prosecution, giving partic-
ular recognition to the vic-
tims who came forward and 
continued pursuing justice 
throughout the case.
	 Doss pleaded guilty Feb. 
13 to two counts of first-de-
gree sodomy, two counts 
of sexual abuse of a child 
younger than 12, one count 
of production of child por-
nography and seven counts 

of possession of child por-
nography.
	 Doss entered what 
is known as a blind plea, 
meaning he pleaded guilty 
without an agreement with 
prosecutors establishing his 
sentence. The case had been 
scheduled for trial March 9.
	 Cullman County Circuit 
Court Judge Emily Niezer 
Johnston sentenced Doss 
on April 8 to a combined 325 
years in prison. The sentenc-
es were ordered to be served 
consecutively.
	 Following the sentenc-
ing, Crocker said Doss 
showed no remorse. Crock-
er credited the victims with 
helping prosecutors secure 

a result that would prevent 
him from reoffending. 
	 Crocker also praised the 
Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office and members of the 
district attorney’s office for 
their work on the case.
	 The investigation began 
in 2020 after multiple vic-
tims came forward.
	 Doss, then a 61-year-old 
Bremen resident, was ini-
tially arrested on two counts 
of sexual abuse of a child 
younger than 12, two counts 
of first-degree sodomy and 
one count of producing ob-
scene material depicting a 
child younger than 17.
	 The Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office said at the 

time that investigators de-
termined the abuse occurred 
over a period of many years. 
	 The case later expanded 
to include the seven pos-
session charges that were 
among the 12 counts to 
which Doss pleaded guilty.
	 Sheriff Matt Gentry said 
investigators moved quickly 
after the victims came for-
ward, following leads that 
ultimately resulted in Doss’ 
arrest.
	 The Tribune has followed 
this case since Doss’ initial 
arrest in 2020, through his 
guilty plea earlier this year 
and his April sentencing.
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Kilby Correctional Facility 
is a maximum-security fa-
cility for men operated by 
the Alabama Department of 
Corrections.

Doss (from Front)
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Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

5754 AL- Hwy 157 North
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4310

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

1615 Town Square S W
Cullman, AL  35055
256•739•4380

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  35077
256•352•6245

EA.

$599

T-BONE 
STEAKS

Beef
Family Pack

LB.

SEEDLESS
WATERMELONS  

Sweet

$469 $169
Red or White 

California Grown

LB.

SEEDLESS
GRAPES

$199

CHICKEN 
TENDERS
Previously Frozen

LB.

LB.

EA.

EA.EA.

$1099
40 Oz. Stack Pack
Hickory Smoked

WRIGHT 
BACON

EA.

$799
3 Lb. Family Pack 

Mild or Hot

RUDY'S FARM 
SAUSAGE PATTIES

EA.

EA.

MAYFIELD SELECT 
ICE CREAM 

1.5 Quart
Assorted Varieties

$399

LB.

EA.

EA.EA.2for

$5
11.5-13.6 Oz.

Selected Varieties

VELVEETA
SKILLETS 

$399
24 Oz.

Selected Varieties

TOTINO'S
PIZZA ROLLS

EA.

  Receive 
In-Store Specials, 
Announcements & 

View Our Weekly Ad!
Join our 

V.I.P. 
Text List!5754 AL- Hwy 157 N

Cullman, AL  
1615 Town Square S W

Cullman, AL  
780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  

  Receive 
In-Store Specials, 
Announcements & 

View Our Weekly Ad!
Join our 

V.I.P. 
Text List!5754 AL- Hwy 157 N

Cullman, AL  
1615 Town Square S W

Cullman, AL  
780 Main St. N E
Hanceville, AL  

94-107 Oz. Liquid
Selected Varieties

TIDE SIMPLY 
DETERGENT  

$799
Ea.
-$100

Off

$699
Ea.

w/Digital Coupon Applied

Prices Effective - Wednesday, August 19 through Tuesday, August 25, 2026



STOUFFER'S FAMILY 
SIZE ENTREES

32-40 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$899
EA.

PILLSBURY TOASTER 
STRUDEL PASTRIES

9-11 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

HOT 
POCKETS

4 Pk., 17-18 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$499
EA.

HUNGRY-MAN 
DINNERS

14-16 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$299
EA.

DELIMEX 
TAQUITOS

19-20 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$499
EA.

Deli & Bakery Specials                                    Hanceville Location

BUMBLE BEE 
TUNA

5 Oz. Can in Water or Oil 
Chunk Light

99¢
EA.

OLD EL PASO 
DINNER KITS
8-12 Oz. Selected Varieties

ORTEGA 
TACO SAUCE

8-9 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$4

FOOD CLUB 
VEGETABLE OIL

40 Oz. 

2for
$5

PURE LIFE 
WATER

24 Pk.
.5 Liter Bottles

3for
$10

BOTTOM 
ROUND ROAST

Beef  
Boneless

$599
LB.

BREADED 
CHICKEN TENDERS

2 Lb.
Restaurant Quality

$599
EA.

ZEIGLER 
JUMBO FRANKS

16 Oz. 

$349
EA.

DEAN'S SAUSAGE 
BISCUITS

20 Ct. Regular 
or Buttermilk

$799
EA.

GOLD 
POTATOES

New Crop Minnesota 
5 Lb. Bag

$349
EA.

MANDARIN 
ORANGES

3 Lb. Bag Sweet 
& Easy to Peel

$599
EA.

ZUCCHINI OR 
YELLOW SQUASH

Fresh
Southern Grown

$149
LB.

GROUND 
ROUND

Fresh 85% Lean
Family Pack

$599
LB.

BONELESS
PORK CHOPS

Center Cut 
Family Pack

$269
LB.

HILLSHIRE FARM
SMOKED SAUSAGE

12-14 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

HILLSHIRE FARM
LUNCHMEATS
7-9 Oz. Ultra Thin 
Selected Varieties

$399
EA.

YELLOW 
ONIONS

3 Lb. Bag 
Good for Cooking

$299
EA.
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PEPSI, MOUNTAIN DEW, 
DR PEPPER OR STARRY

12 Pk.
12 Oz. Cans

$699
EA.

FRITOS OR 
CHEETOS

6.5-10 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

GOLDEN FLAKE CHEESE 
CURLS, PUFFS OR PUFF CORN
or Pork Skins 3-6 Oz.

Selected Varieties

3for
$5

RUFFLES 
POTATO CHIPS

5.5-10.25 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

LEWIS BAKE SHOP 
SOFT TWIST BREAD

20 Oz. Loaf
White

2for
$4

FOOD CLUB 
JUMBO BISCUITS

5 Ct. Butter 
or Buttermilk

2for
$4

FOOD CLUB
SYRUP

24 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$4

SLICING 
TOMATOES

Fresh
Alabama Grown

$179
LB.

LITTLE DEBBIE  
FALL SNACKS

7.74-13.13 Oz. Fall Party Cakes, Pumpkin Delights, Football or Pumpkin Brownies, Pumpkin Spice 
Rolls, Mini Donuts or Muffins or Oatmeal Creme Pies, Fall Mini Muffins or Gingerbread Cookies 

2for
$6

CORONA, CORONA LIGHT, 
CORONA PREMIER OR MODELO

12 Pk.
Cans or Bottles

$1799
EA.

BUDWEISER 
OR BUD LIGHT  

12 Pk.
Cans or Bottles

$1499
EA.

STELLA ROSA 
WINES 

750 mL Bottle

$899
EA.

BLUE BELL 
ICE CREAM  

Half  Gallon
Selected Varieties

$649
EA.

MONDAVI PRIVATE 
SELECTION WINES

750 mL Bottle

$699
EA.

T-BONE 
STEAKS
Beef Boneless

Family Pack

$1099
LB.

ZEIGLER
BOLOGNA

16 Oz. 
Regular or Thick

$369
EA.

BRYAN VIENNA 
SAUSAGE

4.6 Oz. 
Original or Chicken

99¢
EA.

CHARMIN OR BOUNTY 
ESSENTIALS

9 Mega Rolls Bath Tissue or 
6 Double Rolls Paper Towels

$799
EA.

HERSHEY'S CHOCOLATE 
CRÉME PIE 

21 Oz. or 22 Oz. Reese's 
Peanut Butter Créme Pie

$699
EA.

KELLOGG'S 
POP• TARTS

20 Oz., 12 Ct. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

NATURE VALLEY 
GRANOLA BARS

5-8.9 Oz. or General Mills Cereal Bars Selected Varieties

FOOD CLUB 
K-CUPS COFFEE

12 Ct.
Selected Varieties 

$399
EA.

TEXAS ROADHOUSE 
OR DEAN'S DIP

12-16 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

SARGENTO 
CHEESE 

7-8 Oz. Sliced or Shredded 
Selected Varieties

4for
$10

FOOD CLUB 
CREAM CHEESE

8 Oz. Original 
or 1/3 Less Fat

2for
$3

KINDER'S 
BBQ SAUCE

15-15.5 Oz.
Selected Varieties

$299
EA.

Deli & Bakery Specials                                    Hanceville Location

KENTUCKIAN GOLD 
BROWN SUGAR HAM

Deli Sliced

$799
LB.

KENTUCKIAN GOLD 
ROAST BEEF

Deli Sliced

$1499
LB.

CHARTER RESERVE
SMOKED GOUDA

Deli Sliced

$789
LB.

BENSON'S LEMON 
CRÉME CAKE

28 Oz.

$899
EA.

FRESH MADE 
CUPCAKES

6 Ct.

$699
EA.

J. SKINNER
DANISH

14 Oz. Strawberry, 
Blueberry or Apple

$459
EA.

$250
Ea.-50¢

OFF =

$200
EA.

w/Digital Coupon Applied
• ON ONE ITEM •

$350
Ea.-$100

OFF =

$250
EA.

w/Digital Coupon Applied
• ON ONE ITEM •
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PREP FOOTBALL

Addison dominant in 53-6 jamboree win vs. Marion County

21 yards and a touchdown.
	 Receiving, the ‘Dawgs 
were led by Lane with four 
catches for 105 yards and a 
touchdown. Next, Flynn had 
one catch for 56 yards and a 
touchdown and Gaither had 
two catches for 55 yards and a 
touchdown. Bridges also had 
one catch for 70 yards and a 
touchdown, Silas Frazier had 
one catch for 21 yards and 
Smith had one catch for 19 
yards.   
	 On defense, Addison was 
led by Nick Nail with four 
tackles, followed by Smith 
and Major Snoddy with three 
each. Roberts, Brady Daniel, 
Skylar Cleghorn, Turner and 
Caleb Gregory also had two 
each.

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
Police Officer Daniel Brown 
has completed the final 
phase of an intensive hostage 
and crisis negotiation train-
ing program, giving the de-
partment another advanced 
resource for resolving some 
of the most volatile situa-
tions officers can encounter 
without the use of force.
	 Brown completed the 40-
hour Hostage Negotiations, 
Phase III course through 
the Public Agency Training 
Council in Alabama Aug. 3-7. 
The course was taught by 
retired New York City Police 
Department hostage negoti-
ator Jack Cambria.
	 The Cullman Police De-
partment said completion of 
the third phase gives Brown 
full certification as an Ad-
vanced Primary Negotiator.
	 The designation rep-
resents considerably more 
than attendance at a single 
training course.
	 PATC requires negotia-
tors seeking its certification 
to complete all three phases 
of its hostage negotiation 
curriculum. Phase III is 
available only to officers 
who previously completed 
PATC’s Phase I and II train-
ing.
	 Brown completed Phase 
I and II earlier this year 
in training hosted by the 
Hoover Police Department 
and also taught by Cambria, 
according to CPD. 
	 At the conclusion of 
Phase III, participants face 
a 50-question examination 
covering material from all 
three phases and must score 
at least 75% to receive certi-
fication. 
	 Each participant is also 
evaluated on his or her 
ability to perform the re-
sponsibilities of a primary 
negotiator. PATC’s hostage 
negotiation certification is 
valid for two years before re-
certification is required.

What the training covers
Phase III moves beyond the 
fundamentals of establish-
ing communication with a 
person in crisis.
	 PATC says the advanced 

curriculum covers manage-
ment of hostage negotiation 
teams and scenes, evaluating 
hostage and barricade situ-
ations, suicidal-risk analy-
sis, negotiations involving 
people experiencing mental 
illness, managing threaten-
ing situations, psychological 
threat assessment, stress 
and anxiety management 
and communication in-
volving people affected by 
post-traumatic stress disor-
der.
	 The earlier phases in-
clude active listening, rap-
port building, crisis com-
munication, management 
of demands, stress man-
agement and coordination 
among negotiators, tactical 
teams and incident com-
manders. 
	 Participants also work 
through practical and sce-
nario-based exercises de-
signed to simulate actual 
crisis negotiations.
	 For residents, that dis-
tinction matters.
	 Hostage negotiation 
training is not limited to 
the movie-style scenario of 
someone holding another 
person at gunpoint. 
	 Negotiators may be 
called during barricad-
ed-subject incidents, sui-
cidal crises, encounters 
involving people experi-
encing severe emotional or 
psychological distress and 
other situations in which 
establishing communication 
can help officers create time, 
gather information and work 
toward a safer resolution.
	 Having an officer trained 
and tested to perform the 
primary-negotiator role 
gives CPD an additional tool 
when a situation has reached 
the point where ordinary 
communication between a 
patrol officer and a person in 
crisis may no longer be suffi-
cient.
	 It does not guarantee 
that every critical incident 
can be resolved peacefully. 
Rather, it gives the depart-
ment specialized capability 
to attempt de-escalation and 
negotiation while command-
ers and tactical personnel 
manage the overall safety of 
the scene.
	 “This specialized train-

ing prepares officers to re-
spond to some of the most 
challenging and high-pres-
sure situations in law en-
forcement,” CPD Chief Joey 
Duncan said. “It builds ad-
vanced skills in communi-
cation, crisis intervention, 
de-escalation, active listen-
ing and developing strate-
gies to safely resolve critical 
incidents while protecting 
lives.”

Nearly four years with 
CPD
Brown has served with the 
Cullman Police Department 
for nearly four years.
	 Archived department 
records show Brown was 
among three new officer can-
didates sworn in by Mayor 
Woody Jacobs on Sept. 26, 
2022. 
	 Since then, Brown has 
worked patrol assignments 
and participated in commu-
nity outreach programs in 
addition to pursuing special-
ized crisis-negotiation train-
ing. 
	 CPD identified Brown 
among officers who assisted 
during a December 2025 
traffic stop that resulted in 
a fentanyl trafficking arrest, 
and the department has also 
featured him during com-
munity programs with local 
children.

Training under former 
NYPD negotiation com-
mander
Cambria brings decades of 
crisis-response experience 
to the program.
	 According to PATC, Cam-
bria served 33 1/2 years with 
the NYPD, including 16 years 
with its Emergency Service 
Unit, which provides tacti-
cal, rescue and counterter-
rorism services.
	 He commanded the 
NYPD Hostage Negotiation 
Team for the final 14 years 
of his career. In that posi-
tion, Cambria coordinated 
more than 100 negotiators 
responding to hostage-re-
lated incidents throughout 
New York City and was re-
sponsible for training and 
certifying new negotiators 
as well as providing refresh-
er training for existing team 
members.

	 PATC, founded in 1987 
and based in Indianapo-
lis, describes itself as the 
nation’s largest privately 
owned law enforcement 
training organization and 
offers hundreds of special-
ized public-safety training 
programs.
	 That distinction is im-
portant when describing 
Brown’s credential. The 
certification is a specialized 
professional certification 

issued through PATC’s hos-
tage negotiation program. 
	 It does not represent a 
new police rank or separate 
law enforcement authority. 
It documents completion 
of PATC’s full three-phase 
training sequence and suc-
cessful completion of its 
testing and practical re-
quirements.
	 For CPD, the result is an 
officer specifically prepared 
to take on the communi-

cation side of incidents in 
which patience, judgment 
and the ability to establish 
trust with someone in crisis 
may directly affect how the 
encounter ends.
	 “Officer Brown’s dedica-
tion to continued training 
and professional develop-
ment strengthens the Cull-
man Police Department’s 
ability to respond when our 
community needs us most,” 
Duncan said.

Brown (from Front)
Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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the Alabama Department of 
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CULLMAN, Ala. — An adult 
female cat left unattended 
outside the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter before it 
opened Monday morning 
has prompted questions 
about the difference be-
tween legally surrendering 
an animal and abandoning 
one on shelter property.
	 Cullman County Animal 
Shelter Director Andrea 
Hudson told The Tribune 
the cat was left at approx-
imately 7:54 a.m. Monday, 
Aug. 17. Although some early 
social media discussion re-
ferred to multiple kittens, 
Hudson confirmed that the 
incident involved one adult 
female cat.
	 Hudson said the shelter 
was closed when the cat was 
left in what she described 
as a filthy carrier without 
water. The animal remained 
unattended for approx-
imately one hour before 
being discovered.
	 The cat is doing well and 
will remain safely at the 
shelter through a seven-day 
holding period before being 
made available for adoption, 
Hudson said.
	 Cullman County Animal 
Control Director Rodney 
Banister said the person 
had not been identified as of 
Monday. No criminal charge 
or citation had been an-
nounced.
	 The incident generated 
divided reactions online, 
including questions about 
why leaving an animal at the 
shelter would not constitute 
surrendering it. 
	 Hudson said surrender 
is a formal process requiring 
contact with shelter employ-

ees, verification of informa-
tion and a signed transfer of 
custody.
	 “Leaving an animal on 
shelter property without 
consent from an employee 
is considered abandonment, 
period,” Hudson said. “This 
causes multiple problems, 
including the safety of the 
animal.”

Shelter hours and intake 
procedures
The Cullman County Animal 
Shelter, located at 935 Con-
vent Road NE, is open to the 
public from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. A 
sign on the property states 
that animals may not be left 
before operating hours with-
out registration and warns 
that violators may be prose-
cuted.
	 Cullman County lists 
separate Animal Control 
complaint hours of 7:30 
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Those hours do not 
create an unattended animal 
drop-off period.
	 Hudson said owner sur-
renders are accepted when 
the shelter has available 
space. An appointment may 
be required, although staff 
members try to avoid long 
waits whenever possible.
	 Anyone surrendering an 
owned animal or presenting 
a stray must provide a driv-
er’s license and proof of Cull-
man County residency. The 
person signing the shelter’s 
legal paperwork must be at 
least 19 years old.
	 Cullman County does 
not charge a fee to deliver a 
stray or complete an owner 
surrender.
	 For an owner surrender, 
custody transfers to the 
shelter once the required 

legal document is signed. 
Simply placing an animal 
outside the building does not 
complete that transfer.
	 People presenting an 
animal as a true stray must 
sign a document stating that 
the animal does not belong 
to them or anyone they know 
and that it has been in their 
care for fewer than seven 
days. 
	 The person must also 
disclose whether the animal 
has bitten or otherwise in-
jured a person or another 
animal within the preceding 
10 days.
	 Hudson said intention-
ally providing false informa-
tion on the document could 
result in an arrest.

Why the information mat-
ters
Shelter employees need to 
know where an animal came 
from, whether it may have 
been exposed to rabies or 
another disease, whether it 
has displayed aggression and 
whether it belongs to some-
one who may be searching 
for it.
	 “We as staff don’t know 
a history of the animal,” 
Hudson said. “Is it sick? 
Has it been exposed to any-
thing like rabies? Was it just 
found, and if so, where? Is 
the animal from another 
county? There are a lot of 
factors that go into taking an 
animal.”
	 Stray animals are held 
for seven days to provide 
their owners an opportunity 
to locate and reclaim them. 
After that period, an un-
claimed animal may become 
available for adoption.
	 Hudson said the holding 
period also places unavoid-
able demands on shelter 

capacity. If seven stray dogs 
enter the shelter in one day, 
those animals occupy seven 
kennels throughout the 
holding period, regardless 
of how many additional ani-
mals arrive.
	 Routine owner surren-
ders involving contagious 
illness or aggression are not 
accepted because of the po-
tential danger to other ani-
mals and the public, Hudson 
said. Injured, elderly, preg-
nant and very young animals 
may be considered individu-
ally.
	 The county’s published 
website states that owner 
surrenders cannot be sick 
or injured, aggressive, preg-
nant or older than 10. 
	 Because Hudson said 
some of those circumstanc-
es may be evaluated case by 
case, residents should call 
the shelter before bringing 
an animal with special med-
ical, behavioral or age-relat-
ed needs.

Why there is no 24-hour 
drop-off area
Hudson said a round-the-
clock surrender area would 
require 24-hour staffing, ad-
ditional capacity and facil-
ities capable of safely sepa-
rating animals whose health 
and behavioral histories are 
unknown.
	 “If we had a 24-hour sur-
render process, we would be 
over capacity in less than 24 
hours,” Hudson said.
	 An unattended intake 
area could also place healthy 
animals in contact with con-
tagious ones or allow aggres-
sive animals to injure others.
	 “It is not feasible, and it 
is not a safe situation at all,” 
Hudson said. “We would 
have no history on the ani-

mals.”

What to do after hours
Anyone who finds a stray 
or an animal requiring as-
sistance after regular hours 
should contact the Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Office 
nonemergency dispatch line 
rather than leave the animal 
outside the shelter. 
	 That number is 256-735-
2425. Dispatch can contact 
Animal Control when appro-
priate.
	 Call 911 when an ani-
mal-related situation pres-
ents an immediate threat to 
human life or safety.

What Alabama law says
Banister directed The Tri-
bune to Alabama Code Sec-
tions 13A-11-240 and 13A-11-
241, which address cruelty to 
dogs and cats.
	 Section 13A-11-240 is a 
definitions section. It defines 
“cruel” as an act, omission 
or neglect, including aban-
donment, through which 
unnecessary or unjustifiable 
pain or suffering is caused or 
allowed to continue.
	 The section does not in-
dependently create a crim-
inal charge. Its definitions 
are used in the related crim-
inal provisions of Section 
13A-11-241.
	 Under Section 13A-
11-241, a person commits 
first-degree cruelty to a 
dog or cat by intentionally 
torturing the animal or en-
gaging in certain conduct 
involving its fur, hide or 
pelt. First-degree cruelty is a 
Class C felony.
	 The statute defines sec-
ond-degree cruelty as cruel-
ly overloading, overdriving, 
depriving of necessary sus-
tenance or shelter, beating, 

injuring or mutilating a dog 
or cat or causing such con-
duct to occur. Second-de-
gree cruelty is a Class A mis-
demeanor.
	 “There are procedures in 
place to surrender animals,” 
Banister said. “The shel-
ter works extremely hard 
to help people. Leaving an 
animal without proper water 
in the dangerous tempera-
tures anywhere confined in a 
carrier is a crime. Abandon-
ing an animal anywhere is 
not acceptable.”
	 Nothing provided to 
The Tribune alleges that 
the cat was intentionally 
tortured. Whether leaving 
the cat unattended without 
water satisfies the elements 
of second-degree cruelty or 
another offense must be de-
termined by investigators, 
prosecutors and, if a charge 
is filed, the courts.
	 No person had been 
charged in connection with 
Monday’s incident as of pub-
lication.
	 Hudson said the shelter’s 
immediate concern was the 
danger created when the 
cat was left without water, 
supervision or a completed 
intake history.
	 “Animals should never 
be discarded at any location, 
period, especially without 
water or food,” Hudson 
said. “They deserve better. 
Animal ownership is a priv-
ilege, not a necessity.
	 “Regardless of what 
people may say or believe, 
we are here for the safety 
and well-being of the ani-
mals in our care, and we do 
everything we can to make a 
better tomorrow for them.”
	 The Cullman County 
Animal Shelter can be 
reached at 256-734-5448.

Discussion (from Front)
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT

201 2nd Avenue NE		  256.775.7203
Cullman, Alabama 35055	 www.CullmanAl.gov
__________________________________________________

City of Cullman 
Planning Commission 

	 On Tuesday September 1, 2026, at Cullman City Hall 
Auditorium at 5:30 P.M, at the regular meeting of the City of 
Cullman Planning Commission, a public hearing will be held 
to allow affected parties to voice their concerns related to the 
following items:

1.	 Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to 
prohibit the development and operation of Data 
Centers - Ordinance 26-42  

For further information contact Brian Landreth or 
Amber Duke at the City of Cullman Building Depart-
ment at 256-775-7203. 

PURSUANT TO ALABAMA CODE 32-13-1, EARLS BODY SHOP INC. WILL OFFER FOR SALE AT PUBLIC AUC-
TION THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES ON	
SALE AT PUBLIC AUCTION THE VOLLOWING VEHICLES :							     
	
DATE	 10/13/2026
TIME	 7:00: AM							     
LOCATION:	 2251 DECATUR AVE NW	
		  CULLMAN AL 35058	

1997	 CHEVROLET	 GMT400		 1GCEC19R2VE244327

2019	 KAWKASKI	 Z650		  JKAEREG17KDA02666		

2006	 SUBARU	 IMPREZA	 JF1GG67696H821024

2001	 CHEVROLET	 SILV 1500	 2GCEK19T011216374

2018	 GMC		  SIERRA 1500	 3GTU2NEJ1JG173016	

1998	 TOYOTA	 COROLLA CE	 2T1BR12EXWC008523

Donna Reid Kelso, each filed 
a motion asking the Cull-
man County Circuit Court to 
schedule a hearing at which 
they can formally enter a 
plea, according to court re-
cords Friday, Aug. 14.
	 The motions state that 
Eric and Donna Kelso are free 
on bond and have entered 
into plea agreements with 
the state. The documents do 
not identify the charges to 
which they intend to plead, 
whether other counts would 
be dismissed or what sen-
tences prosecutors may rec-
ommend.
	 A hearing date had not 
been publicly announced as 
of Friday.
	 The filings come days 
after former Hanceville 
Police Chief Jason Shane 
Marlin and former Officer 
Jason Scott Wilbanks also 
moved to enter negotiated 
pleas. Court records show 
Marlin and Wilbanks are 
scheduled to appear in Cull-
man County Circuit Court on 
Wednesday, Aug. 19.
	 The terms of their agree-
ments also have not been 
made public.
	 The existence of a plea 
agreement does not by itself 
resolve a criminal case or 
impose a sentence. Each de-
fendant must formally enter 
the negotiated plea in court 
and the judge must accept it.
	 Until the agreements are 
disclosed or summarized in 
open court, it is not possible 
to determine which charges 
the four defendants will 
admit, whether prosecutors 
have agreed to dismiss or 
reduce any counts or what 
punishment each could re-
ceive.

Charges against Eric and 
Donna Kelso
Eric Kelso was indicted on 
four counts of unlawful dis-
tribution of a controlled 
substance and two counts 
of conspiracy to unlawfully 
distribute a controlled sub-
stance.
	 The indictments allege 
Eric Kelso distributed ana-
bolic steroids to Wilbanks 
and Cody Alan Kelso, Adder-
all to another person and hy-
drocodone to Wilbanks. He 
is also accused of conspiring 
with Donna Kelso to distrib-
ute anabolic steroids to Wil-
banks and Cody Kelso.
	 Donna Kelso was indict-
ed on two counts of unlawful 
distribution of a controlled 
substance and two counts 
of conspiracy to unlawfully 
distribute a controlled sub-
stance.
	 Court records allege she 
distributed anabolic steroids 
to Wilbanks and Cody Kelso 
and conspired with her hus-
band to make those distribu-
tions.

Charges against Marlin 
and Wilbanks
Marlin was indicted on two 
counts of failure to report an 
ethics crime and one count 
of tampering with physical 
evidence.
	 The indictments allege 
Marlin failed to report ethics 
violations involving Wil-
banks and Cody Kelso after 
being notified of them by 
the Alabama State Bureau 
of Investigation. He is also 
accused of removing or mis-
handling evidence from the 

Hanceville Police Depart-
ment evidence room.
	 Wilbanks was indicted 
on two counts of computer 
tampering, two counts of 
using his office for personal 
gain, one count of tampering 
with physical evidence and 
two counts of solicitation 
to commit a controlled sub-
stance crime.
	 Court records allege Wil-
banks used police depart-
ment computers to access in-
formation about two people 
and provide it to others. He 
is also accused of using a de-
partment-issued phone to 
solicit controlled substances, 
traveling to a local hospital 
while on duty to receive an 
anabolic steroid injection 
from Donna Kelso and solic-
iting steroids and hydroco-
done from Eric and Donna 
Kelso.
	 Wilbanks is further ac-
cused of removing or mis-
handling evidence from the 
department’s evidence room.

Two cases remain pending
Six people were indicted 
in February 2025. No plea 
agreements had been pub-
licly reported as of Friday 
for the remaining two de-
fendants, former Hanceville 
Officers Cody Alan Kelso and 
William Andrew Shelnutt.
	 Cody Kelso was indicted 
on two counts of computer 
tampering and one count 
each of solicitation to commit 
a controlled substance crime, 
use of office for personal gain 
and tampering with physical 
evidence.
	 The indictments allege he 
improperly accessed criminal 
and vehicle records, solicited 
anabolic steroids from Eric 
and Donna Kelso, traveled to 
a local hospital while on duty 
to receive a steroid injection 
and removed or mishandled 
evidence from the depart-
ment’s evidence room.
	 Shelnutt was indicted 
on one count of tampering 
with physical evidence. He is 
accused of removing or mis-
handling evidence from the 
evidence room.
	 Their cases remain pend-
ing. Both defendants are pre-
sumed innocent unless and 
until proven guilty.

Dispatcher’s death 
prompted investigation
The investigation began after 
Hanceville Police Depart-
ment Dispatcher Christo-
pher Michael Willingham, 49, 
was found dead in his office at 
department headquarters on 
Aug. 23, 2024.
	 An autopsy determined 
Willingham died from the 
combined toxic effects of fen-
tanyl, gabapentin, diazepam, 
amphetamine, carisoprodol 
and methocarbamol. His 
death was ruled accidental.

No defendant was charged 
with causing Willingham’s 
death
Willingham’s death prompt-
ed an investigation by the Al-
abama State Bureau of Inves-
tigation. A Cullman County 
grand jury later concluded 
that his death was the direct 
result of the department’s 
negligence, lack of procedure, 
general incompetence and 
disregard for human life.
	 Investigators found that 
the department’s evidence 
room was unsecured and that 

evidence had allegedly been 
removed, mishandled or left 
undocumented.
	 “This evidence room 
was anything but secure,” 
Cullman County District At-
torney Champ Crocker said 
when the indictments were 
announced.
	 The grand jury described 
a rampant culture of corrup-
tion within the department 
and said it had recently 
operated more like a crim-
inal enterprise than a law 
enforcement agency. It rec-
ommended that the police 
department be abolished and 
that another agency assume 
responsibility for law en-
forcement in Hanceville.
	 Five officers and one of-
ficer’s spouse were indicted 

Feb. 14, 2025. The arrests 
were announced Feb. 19, 
2025.
	 The original charging 
documents stated that all 
charges were felonies except 
tampering with physical evi-
dence, which was charged as 
a Class A misdemeanor.

Department suspended, 58 
cases lost
The Cullman County Sher-
iff’s Office assumed respon-
sibility for law enforcement 
services in Hanceville 
after the indictments. The 
Hanceville City Council later 
voted to suspend the police 
department and rebuild it 
from the ground up.
	 The fallout extended 
beyond the six criminal cases.

	 In May 2025, Crocker 
announced that a grand jury 
had voted to no-bill or dis-
miss 58 felony cases because 
of illegal actions attributed 
to former Hanceville officers 
and problems involving the 
handling of evidence. Crock-
er said most of the affected 
cases involved drugs.
	 An evidence audit doc-
umented missing cash, un-
marked firearms and wide-
spread problems with the 
condition and organization 
of the evidence room.
	 The negotiated pleas in-
volving Eric Kelso, Donna 
Kelso, Marlin and Wilbanks 
will not be final until they are 
formally entered and accept-
ed by the court. Any charges 
that remain pending contin-

ue to be allegations.
	 The Tribune will update 
this report when the plea 
agreements, sentencing rec-
ommendations and hearing 
dates become available.

Background
•	 www.cullmantribune.
com/2025/02/19/grand-ju-
ry-calls-for-abolition-of-
hanceville-pd-6-arrested 

•	 www.cullmantribune.
com/2025/02/26/what-hap-
pened-to-the-hanceville-po-
lice-department

•	 www.cullmantribune.
c o m /2 0 2 5/0 5/0 7/d a - 5 8 -
cases-dismissed-due-to-
hanceville-pds-illegal-ac-
tions 

Agreements (from Front)

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Hanceville could know within 
approximately two weeks 
whether it can obtain insur-
ance coverage for a future 
municipal police department, 
Mayor Nolan Bradford said 
during the City Council’s 
Thursday, Aug. 13, meeting.
	 The insurance question 
represents another step in the 
city’s effort to eventually re-
store municipal law enforce-
ment following the dissolu-
tion of the Hanceville Police 
Department earlier this year.
	 The council also approved 
higher insurance deductibles 
for city vehicles and build-
ings, authorized the purchase 
of five sets of turnout gear for 
Hanceville Fire and Rescue 

and opted to continue nego-
tiations over a proposed ex-
tension of the city’s cell tower 
lease.
HPD
Hanceville abolished its 
police department Feb. 12, 
shifting law enforcement 
authority within the city to 
the Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office. 
	 The ordinance dissolv-
ing the department also ad-
dressed the custody, storage 
and preservation of police re-
cords, evidence logs, incident 
reports, citations, adminis-
trative files and related docu-
ments.
	 During Thursday’s meet-
ing, city officials reported that 
work to clear materials from 
the former police depart-
ment’s evidence room is near-
ing completion, with materi-

als transferred to appropriate 
federal and state agencies. 
	 The next phase will in-
volve scanning and preserving 
records the city is required to 
retain.
	 Bradford said he hopes to 
receive additional informa-
tion within approximately 
two weeks concerning wheth-
er the city can obtain insur-
ance coverage for a new police 
department.
	 If coverage can be se-
cured, Bradford indicated the 
city could move forward with 
the process of seeking a new 
police chief.

Insurance deductibles in-
creased
The council approved in-
creasing the city’s vehicle in-
surance deductible to $2,500 
and its building deductible to 

$10,000 as part of an effort to 
reduce insurance premiums.
	 The action follows discus-
sion at the council’s July 23 
meeting, when Bradford said 
he was continuing negotia-
tions with insurance brokers 
to obtain quotes based on 
higher deductible limits.
	 At that time, no change 
had been approved and the 
matter was expected to return 
to the council for consider-
ation.

Fire department to receive 
five sets of turnout gear
Hanceville Fire and Rescue 
reported a shortage of turn-
out gear and requested five 
additional sets of the protec-
tive equipment.
	 The council approved a 
budget amendment reallocat-
ing money already available 

in the city’s budget and autho-
rized the purchase of all five 
sets.
	 The action does not rep-
resent an additional appro-
priation of new revenue, but 
instead moves existing funds 
to cover the department’s 
equipment need.

Cell tower negotiations 
continue
The council declined to 
commit the city to a proposed 
extended cell tower lease and 
instead opted to continue 
negotiations in an effort to 
obtain more favorable terms.
	 Options under discussion 
included a lump-sum ar-
rangement and a longer-term 
lease agreement. Council 
members expressed interest 
in exploring alternatives be-
tween those options before 

making a final commitment.
	 The matter has carried 
over from the council’s July 
23 meeting, when discussion 
of the lease extension was 
tabled for additional review.

Other business
The council approved its reg-
ular monthly bills, including 
a $4,385.22 invoice from the 
Cullman County Commis-
sion.
	 The council also approved 
the minutes of its July 23 
meeting.
	 The council later voted to 
enter executive session. Mem-
bers subsequently returned to 
the council chamber before 
the meeting concluded.
	 The next regular Hancev-
ille City Council meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, Aug. 
27, at 6 p.m.

Hanceville Council (from Front)
Emily McMunn/
Noah Galilee
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Obituary Announcements: Aug. 15-17
Glenn E. Williams, 79
Funeral services for Glenn 
E. Williams, 79, of Cullman 
will be 2 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 
18, at Hanceville Funeral 
Home Chapel. Bro. Bobby 
Waddell will be officiating 
services. Visitation was 
Monday, Aug. 17, from 6-8 
p.m. at Hanceville Funeral 
Home. Mr. Williams was 
born January 4, 1947, in 
Birmingham, Alabama to 
the late John and Frankie 
Williams. He passed away 
Aug. 14, 2026, in Cullman, 
Alabama. Glenn Williams 
was a devoted man whose 
life was marked by faith, 
service, and a desire to 
make a difference in the 
lives of others. He proudly 
served his country in the 
United States Army from 
1962 to 1968, answering 
the call to serve with honor 
and dedication. Glenn was 
also a longtime member 
of Gideons International, 
faithfully serving for 
more than 20 years. His 
commitment to sharing 
God’s Word and helping 
others reflected the faith 
that was so important to 
him. Glenn’s life touched 
many people, and his 
memory will continue to 
live on in the hearts of his 
family, friends, and all those 
who had the privilege of 
knowing him. Mr. Williams 
is survived by his wife of 
32 years, Patricia Williams; 
children, Carol Ann Weber 
(Steven), David Earl 
Williams (Angel), Sonda 
Ellenburg (Donald), Falicia 
Stephens; grandchildren, 
Ashley Colletti (Zachary), 
Emma Weber, Emily 
Williams, Jessican England 
(Alex Peralta), Jennifer 
Baca (Thomas), Chasity 
Norred (Dylan). Skylar 
Stephens (Olivia); great 
grandchildren, Ellie 
Norred, Kolson Norred, 
Bella Peralta, Elizabeth 
Peralta, Elizabeth 
Stephens, Addie Stephens. 
Mr. Williams was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
John & Frankie Williams; 
children, Daniel Glenn 
Williams, Lisa Williams; 
and his brother, Carroll 
Erving Williams (Lydia). 

Hanceville Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
Williams family.

Kenneth Bryan Baker, 49
Kenneth Bryan Baker, age 
49 of Logan, passed away 
on Sunday, Aug. 16, 2026, 
at his residence. He was 
born Nov. 23, 1976, to Deirl 
Hugh Baker and Delwyn 
Geree Mitchell Baker.  He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents and brother, 
Matthew James Baker. 
Survivors include his 
siblings, Carter Ray Baker, 
Tina Baker Armstrong, 
Rayburn Lynn Baker, Janet 
Baker Vintson and Luke 
Wade Baker and a host 
of nieces and nephews. A 
memorial service will be 
announced at a later date.

Jody Duane Couch, Sr., 
59
Funeral services for 
Jody Duane Couch Sr., 
59, of Hanceville will be 
2 p.m. Friday, Aug. 21, at 
Hanceville Funeral Home 
Chapel. Burial will follow 
the service at Hopewell 
Cemetery. Visitation will 
be prior to the service from 
noon-2 p.m. at Hanceville 
Funeral Home. Mr. Couch 
was born June 3, 1967, in 
Fostoria, Ohio to the late 
George and Josephine 
Couch. He passed away 
Aug. 12, 2026, in Hanceville, 
Alabama. Jody Couch 
was a one-of-a-kind man 
whose heart was as big as 
his personality. He was a 
selfless, giving soul who 
would help anyone in need. 
Jody would have given 
his last dollar or the shirt 
off his back to someone 
who needed it. He never 
hesitated to stand up for 
others and was always 
willing to lend a helping 
hand. Though he could 
be big and bad when he 
needed to be, Jody also 
had a tender and sensitive 
heart that made him deeply 
caring toward the people 
and animals he loved. Jody 
was a die-hard Redskins 
fan and loved classic rock. 
He enjoyed working out, 
collecting unique treasures, 
quarters, and spending 

time around animals. He 
took pride in looking good 
and smelling good, and 
gold jewelry was one of his 
favorite things. He loved 
to joke and cut up with 
anyone, and his unique 
laugh and unmistakable 
giggle could brighten any 
room. Jody was also a 
hard-working man who 
spent many years as a truck 
driver. When he wasn’t 
working, he loved cooking 
on the grill, especially 
having a good Sunday 
barbecue. Those who knew 
him will remember the 
joy he found in feeding 
the people he loved and 
bringing everyone together 
around good food and 
good conversation. Above 
all, Jody loved God and 
his family. He was a God-
fearing man who cherished 
the people closest to him. 
His love story with Cheryl 
began when she was just 
14 years old in 1986. They 
grew up together, shared 
a lifetime of memories, 
and continued walking 
through life side by side. 
After nearly three decades 
together, Jody and Cheryl 
were married in 2015, 
making their lifelong 
love official. Jody loved 
deeply, gave freely, and 
never met a stranger. He 
could make you laugh, 
make you feel protected, 
and make you feel like 
you mattered. He was the 
kind of man who would 
stand up for anyone, give 
whatever he had, and love 
his family with everything 
in him. Jody leaves behind 
a legacy of generosity, 
loyalty, laughter, faith, 
and unconditional love. 
Though he will be greatly 
missed, the memories of 
his laughter, his big heart, 
his Sunday barbecues, his 
jokes, and the countless 
ways he helped others will 
live on in the hearts of all 
who knew and loved him. 
Jody was truly one of a 
kind—and there will never 
be another quite like him. 
Mr. Couch is survived by 
his wife, Cheryl Couch; 
children, Britanie Salinas, 
Jody Couch Jr., Jakob 

Couch (Kenzie), Serenity 
Couch; grandchildren, 
Journie Currington, 
Lincoln Jax Pitts; siblings, 
Laura Castro (Gabriel), 
George Couch (Alice), 
Perry Couch; and a host 
of nieces, nephews, and 
extended family. Mr. Couch 
was preceded in death by 
his grandson, Keaton Lantz 
Currington; sister, Vicky 
Couch; and his parents, 
George and Josephine 
Couch. Hanceville Funeral 
Home is honored to serve 
the Couch family.

Wayne Trucks, 77
He was Wayne first. Then 
a husband to one, a dad to 
three, and a friend to many. 
But for almost 40 years, the 
name that had probably 
been said the most was 
Papa.   Wayne was happily 
married to his high school 
sweetheart for 59 years. He 
loved his family, and he gave 
himself to them.  His time. 
His work. His strength. 
His ability. Whatever he 
had to give, he gave it.  He 
was a worker. He could do 
just about anything he put 
his mind to, and whatever 
he did, he did well. He 
worked with computers 
before most people knew 
much about them. Later, 
he became a poultry farmer 
and business owner.  On the 
farm, if something needed 
doing, he figured out how 
to do it.  He could wire, 
weld, plumb, frame, lay 
brick, repair equipment, 
or build something from 
the ground up. He built 
barns. He remodeled one 
home for his family and 
later built the beautiful 
home where he and Linda 
made their life together.  He 
wasn't any of those things 
by trade. He was just that 
capable. But what really 
set Wayne apart was a rare 
level of determination and 
consistency.  He showed up. 
He did the work. Then he 
got up the next day and did 
it again.  He started early. 
He stayed late.  He just 
would not quit.  Meemaw 
had always said that if Papa 
needed to dig a ditch and 
all he had was a spoon... 

he'd dig the ditch with the 
spoon.  That pretty well 
summed up his work ethic, 
but there was a lot more 
to Wayne Trucks than 
work.  He loved The Beatles 
and Jim Croce. He loved 
hunting and a nighttime 
spinnerbait with a No. 6 
blade. He loved camping 
with his family as long as 
his son-in-law handled the 
setup. He enjoyed drinking 
coffee with his friends.  He 
was a man of few words, but 
you never had to wonder 
what mattered to him.  His 
faith. His family. Linda. 
His kids, his grandkids, and 
his great-grandkids.  Papa 
spent a lifetime working, 
building, providing, and 
giving himself to the people 
he loved. Wayne is preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Billie Trucks, Jr. and Ira 
Belle Trucks, and his sister, 
Judith McBrayer.  He is 
survived by his wife, Linda 
Trucks; children, Tommy 
Trucks, Jr. (Angela), Todd 
Trucks (Angela), Tami 
Trucks Starnes (Steve); 
grandchildren, Tyler Crook, 
Taylor Moore (Johnny), 
Tiffany Crook, Scott Starnes 
(Emily), Tori Trucks, 
Tanner Trucks, Tessa 
Trucks, and Trevor Trucks; 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
Keegan, Knoxleigh, Kohen, 
and Koby Moore, Ryann 
Trucks, and Silas Starnes. 
We would like to say a 
special thank you to our 
nurse Jenna, with Hospice 
of North Alabama, for her 
special care and attention 
to our family. We would also 
like to thank Dr. Yielding 
and Nurse Lynan for 
fighting the fight right along 
side us. Obituary lovingly 
written by the Wayne 
Trucks family. Wayne's 
life will be celebrated in 
a private family service. 
Your thoughts and prayers 
are appreciated as the 
family lays Wayne to rest. 
Holly Pond Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
Trucks family and they are 
in our prayers.

Melonie Glover 
Choudhary, 67
Melonie Glover Choudhary, 

67, of Cullman, Alabama, 
passed away on Aug. 12, 
2026. Born Feb. 1, 1959, 
in Cullman, Alabama, she 
lived her life rooted in the 
community that shaped her, 
and she will be remembered 
with deep respect and 
enduring affection. 
From her earliest years, 
Melonie attended West 
Elementary and Cullman 
City Schools, continuing 
as a lifelong resident of 
Cullman. Throughout her 
life, she carried herself 
with a steady strength and 
a gentle spirit—qualities 
that were felt most clearly 
by those who knew her 
best and loved her most. 
Melonie’s greatest devotion 
was to her family. She is 
survived by her children, 
Zandria (Jeffrey) Robinson 
and Derrick(Christy) 
Blackmon, and by her 
grandchildren, Evan 
Robinson, Isaiah Robinson, 
and Aarlyn Blackmon. 
Her grandchildren were 
the highlight of her life, 
and she cherished the 
time she spent with them, 
offering love that was 
constant, patient, and 
unwavering. She also 
found joy in the simple 
pleasures of everyday 
life—especially shopping 
and being surrounded 
by her children and 
grandchildren. Melonie’s 
heart extended beyond 
her family as well, and she 
held close the friendships 
that brought comfort and 
companionship through 
the years. She is lovingly 
remembered by her special 
friends, Madeline Smith, 
Brandy Brown, and Rhonda 
Johnson. A devoted 
companion in her home 
and heart, her dog Yana was 
dearly loved, and the bond 
they shared was a quiet 
reflection of Melonie’s 
kind-hearted nature. 
Melonie Glover Choudhary 
was cherished in life and 
will remain deeply loved in 
memory. Her presence, her 
resilience, and her steadfast 
care for those around her 
leave a lasting imprint on 
all who were fortunate to 
know her.

FREE OBITUARY LISTINGS
HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US

Email: obits@cullmantribune.com
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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CULLMAN’S ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN
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by Steve and Hilda Rodgers

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055
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ue to be allegations.
	 The Tribune will update 
this report when the plea 
agreements, sentencing rec-
ommendations and hearing 
dates become available.

Background
•	 www.cullmantribune.
com/2025/02/19/grand-ju-
ry-calls-for-abolition-of-
hanceville-pd-6-arrested 

•	 www.cullmantribune.
com/2025/02/26/what-hap-
pened-to-the-hanceville-po-
lice-department

•	 www.cullmantribune.
c o m /2 0 2 5/0 5/0 7/d a - 5 8 -
cases-dismi s sed -due - to-
hanceville-pds-illegal-ac-
tions 

making a final commitment.
	 The matter has carried 
over from the council’s July 
23 meeting, when discussion 
of the lease extension was 
tabled for additional review.

Other business
The council approved its reg-
ular monthly bills, including 
a $4,385.22 invoice from the 
Cullman County Commis-
sion.
	 The council also approved 
the minutes of its July 23 
meeting.
	 The council later voted to 
enter executive session. Mem-
bers subsequently returned to 
the council chamber before 
the meeting concluded.
	 The next regular Hancev-
ille City Council meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, Aug. 
27, at 6 p.m.

10th annual Bernard Blues & BBQ returning to St. Bernard Sept. 12-13

CULLMAN, Ala. — Live 
blues, handmade art and 
Southern barbecue will 
return to the grounds of St. 
Bernard Abbey and Pre-
paratory School when the 
10th annual Bernard Blues 
& BBQ takes place Saturday 
and Sunday, Sept. 12-13. Fes-
tival hours will be 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. each day.
	 The event brings to-
gether Alabama musicians, 
juried artisans, food ven-
dors and visitors on the his-
toric grounds of Alabama’s 
only Benedictine abbey. All 
proceeds from the festival 
benefit St. Bernard Prepara-
tory School.
	 Five musical acts are 
scheduled to perform 

throughout the weekend:

•	 Saturday, 10 a.m.-noon: 
Nathan Tate
•	 Saturday, noon-2 p.m.: 
Elnora Spencer
•	 Saturday, 2-4 p.m.: Char-
lie Soul Band
•	 Sunday, noon-2 p.m.: 
Lindy Urban
•	 Sunday, 2-4 p.m.: Earl 
Williams

Tate, a Birmingham guitar-
ist, singer and songwriter, 
is scheduled to open the 
festival.
	 Spencer is a Birming-
ham vocalist, songwriter 
and visual artist who has 
become a prominent figure 
in Alabama’s blues com-
munity. She was inducted 
into the Alabama Blues 
Hall of Fame as a Master of 

Blues Artist and became the 
first woman to receive the 
Birmingham Blues Hall of 
Fame’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.
	 The Charlie Soul Band is 
a Birmingham-based group 
performing a mixture of 
blues, rhythm and blues and 
soul.
	 Urban is a singer-song-
writer from northwest Al-
abama whose music com-
bines soul, blues and rock. 
She won the 2023 Shoals 
Songwriter Search and 
released her debut single, 
“Ain’t Bound Now,” in 2024.
	 The weekend will close 
with returning festival 
performer Earl “Guitar” 
Williams. The Bessemer 
bluesman grew up around 
the music of Gip’s Place, 
the well-known backyard 

juke joint, and has earned 
a reputation for his guitar, 
harmonica and rhythm and 
blues performances.
	 Visitors will also find a 
juried marketplace featur-
ing original work made by 
participating artists. Festi-
val rules prohibit imports, 
commercial merchandise 
and kits.
	 Expected offerings in-
clude handmade jewelry, 
pottery, woodwork, textiles, 
paintings, photography, 
mixed media, home décor 
and seasonal items.
	 Barbecue and other 
Southern favorites will be 
available throughout the 
weekend.
	 Previous festivals have 
featured smoked pork, 
chicken, ribs, Conecuh sau-
sage dogs and hamburgers. 

Specialty offerings have 
included monk bread, sour-
dough bread, strawberry 
waffles, funnel cakes, pas-
tries, cheesecakes and bread 
pudding.
	 The festival’s cash give-
away will return with prizes 
totaling more than $11,000.
	 Bernard Blues & BBQ 
began in 2017 and has grown 
into one of St. Bernard’s 
major annual fundraisers. 
	 Along with the spring 
Bloomin’ Festival, it relies 
heavily on students, par-
ents, faculty, staff, alumni 
and community volunteers.
	 Anabelle Howze, St. 
Bernard’s new marketing 
and events coordinator and 
festival director, said she 
is excited to help lead the 
milestone event.
	 “I am overjoyed to have 

become a part of the St. Ber-
nard family,” Howze said. “I 
have some big shoes to fill, 
but I’ve joined an amazing 
team of people. We have all 
been working hard to make 
sure this festival comes 
together and have had so 
much fun while doing it.”
	 Admission to the 2026 
festival is a requested dona-
tion of $10 per person. Chil-
dren 12 and younger will be 
admitted free. Parking is 
free.
	 The outdoor festival will 
be held rain or shine. Pets 
are not permitted.
	 St. Bernard is located 
at 1600 St. Bernard Drive 
SE in Cullman. For more 
information, visit www.
bernardbluesbbq.com or 
contact Howze at ahowze@
stbernardprep.com. 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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THANK YOU TO
OUR ADVERTISERS!

6.6L Duramax Turbo Diesel V8
10-Speed Automatic
Remote Open/Start
Heads-Up Display
16-Way Power Driver Seat with Lumbar

2026 Sierra 
2500 HD Denali
Ultimate

STK# 69538

WAS $99,630

NOW $88,429

SAVE
$12,000!

 Super Cruise Package
 Power Liftgate
 Enhanced Automatic 

          Parking Assist
 Power Moonroof

2026 Buick
Enclave Avenir

 STK# 64207

SAVE
$11,000!

WAS $65,610

NOW $55,409 

5.3L EcoTec3 V8
10-Speed Automatic
ProGrade Trailering System
HD Surround Vision

2026 GMC 
Sierra 1500 SLT

STK# 70404

WAS $68,075

NOW $53,874

SAVE
$15,000!

1.3L EcoTec Turbo Engine
18" Painted Aluminum Wheels
2-Way Power Driver Lumbar Control
Electronic Stability Control

2026 Buick
Encore GX
Preferred
STK# 64250

WAS $30,075

NOW $24,374

SAVE
$6,500!

6.6L Duramax V8 Turbo Diesel
Leather
10-Speed Automatic
Front & Rear Park Assist
Remote Open & Start
Illuminated Entry

2026 GMC
SIERRA
2500 HD Denali
STK# 69247

WAS $91,154

NOW $79,953

SAVE
$12,000!

 8-Speed Automatic with 
          Overdrive

 Brake Assistt
 Premium GMC Infotainment System
 Automatic Climate Control

2026 GMC
Terrain Denali

STK# 69714

WAS $44,390

NOW $40,189

SAVE
$5,000!

Super Cruise Package
After Dark Leather
20" Machined 

         Aluminum Wheels
3rd Row Seat

2026 GMC
Acadia Denali

 STK# 68355

SAVE
$4,500!

WAS $63,105

NOW $59,404 

1.2L EcoTec Turbo
Illuminated Entry
8-Way power Driver 

         Seat Adjuster
Auto High-Beam Headlights
Exterior Rear Parking Camera

2026 Buick Envista
Sport Touring

STK# 64271

WAS $29,880

NOW $26,679

SAVE
$4,000!

10-Speed Automatic with 
         Overdrive

6.2L EcoTec3 V8
Hands-Free Power Liftgate
Magnetic Ride Control Suspension

2026 GMC 
Yukon XL Denali

STK# 69149

WAS $91,815

NOW $86,114

SAVE
$6,500!

Adaptive Suspension
Extreme Off-Road Package
Underbody Cameras
4 Wheel Independent Suspension

2025 GMC 
HUMMER EV
Pickup 3X

STK# 58197

WAS $129,055

NOW $104,854

SAVE
$25,000!

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.

ALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALER

GMC DEALER OF THE YEARGMC DEALER OF THE YEARGMC DEALER OF THE YEAR
9 YEARS IN A ROW!9 YEARS IN A ROW!9 YEARS IN A ROW!

Bill’s Deals!Bill’s Deals!Bill’s Deals!

Get Hooked on
Savings with 
Get Hooked on
Savings with 

COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE
30
HIGH TREAD AND

ALL USED TIRES

TPMS SENSORS

40
MICHELIN

PRICES
SLASHED!

315 MAIN ST.NW, HANCEVILLE
MON–TUES–THURS – FRIDAY 8:00–5:30

WEDS 8–12 | SAT 8:00–2:00
256-352-2221

...IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

AT AND LT INCLUDED
NO SIZE RESTRICTIONS

NEW EXCLUDED

$
INSTALLED

%
OFF

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNEMIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Shots from 2nd Fridays in downtown 
Cullman on Friday, Aug. 14, 2026 – 

the theme was 'Neon Moon.'


