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Edgar Veigl named 2026 Cullman Oktoberfest Bürgermeister

Cullman Police Department outlines Beau’s Law requirements ahead of Oct. 1 start

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cullman Police Department is encouraging dog owners to review Alabama’s new care, shelter and tethering re-quirements for outdoor dogs 

before Beau’s Law takes effect Oct. 1, 2026. The legislation, intro-duced as Senate Bill 361 and sponsored by Senate Presi-dent Pro Tem Garlan Gudger, R-Cullman, was signed by Gov. Kay Ivey earlier this year. 

 The CPD’s Animal Con-trol notice outlines require-ments for keeping dogs outdoors and misdemeanor penalties that increase for repeat violations. The law takes its name from Beau, a dog found out-side in cold weather with 

cardboard for shelter, ac-cording to Alabama Daily News’ reporting. In The Tribune’s April 16 coverage, Cullman County Animal Control Director Rodney Banister said defin-ing adequate shelter would help agencies address condi-

tions they regularly encoun-ter. “The main issue is it de-fines ‘shelter’; animal control agencies across the state have needed this for a long time,” Banister said. He added this week that Beau’s Law is ex-

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-man Oktoberfest has named Edgar Veigl its 2026 Bürger-meister. Veigl will serve as the festival's official ambas-sador during its four-day run at Depot Park, Oct. 1-4. “Bürgermeister” is German for “mayor.” Each year, Cullman Oktoberfest selects one community member to carry the festival's German heritage in public, appearing at Opening Cere-monies, moving through the biergartens and vendor rows and welcoming visitors from across the region. Veigl is a descendant of the original German settlers who followed Colonel John 

G. Cullmann to north Ala-bama, and preserving that heritage has been a lifelong pursuit. As former chairman of Friends of Frankweiler, he helped deepen the relation-ship between Cullman and its German sister city, and his family still hosts visiting del-egations and former German exchange students in their home. His preservation work is visible around town. Veigl has restored historic homes and buildings throughout the community, an interest that traces back to age 9, when he became an apprentice to his father learning tradi-tional building techniques, woodworking, forestry and farming. People who knew his father, known around 

Cullman as “Willie,” describe Edgar as carrying forward the same craftsmanship and in-tegrity that earned Willie his reputation. Veigl has been nominated for Bürgermeister repeatedly over the years without ever seeking the recognition. "My family has been in Cullman County a long time, and this town has given us a great deal," Veigl said. "I have spent most of my life trying to hold onto what the settlers built here, whether that meant a house worth saving or a friendship with Frankweiler worth keeping. Being asked to represent that at Oktoberfest is humbling. I intend to spend those four days doing what I already enjoy, which is talking with 

people about where Cullman came from." Cullman Oktoberfest drew approximately 75,000 people over three days in 2025. The 2026 festival ex-pands to four days for the first time, adding Sunday, Oct. 4, and opens Thursday, Oct. 1, with Opening Ceremonies at 6 p.m. "Oktoberfest is the week-end Cullman shows the rest of the state who we are," Cull-man Mayor Woody Jacobs said. "It fills our downtown, our restaurants and our hotels, and it reminds our own residents that our German heritage is not a theme we put on once a year. It is our history. The Bürgermeister is the person who carries that through the whole 

Noah Galilee, Lauren EstesContributors

Noah Galileenoah@cullmantribune.com

2025 Ms. Senior Cullman County Sheri Rasco (left) and 2025 Ms. Super Senior Cullman County Mazzie TwilleyLAUREN ESTES/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE» PAGE 6

Deadline to enter Ms. Senior Cullman County Pageant is Sept. 1

Cullman to launch optional $10 monthly curbside recycling service in 2027 » PAGE 2

Next Miss Wallace State Interest Meeting will be Sept. 10 » PAGE 5Camp Patriot Charity Gala set for Sept. 19 » PAGE 5

Blount County Fair returns Sept. 15-19 » PAGE 8

Remembering Tabitha Franklin after 17 years » PAGE 8

Gudger announces major investment in school transportation for Cullman County » PAGE 3

2026 Cullman Oktoberfest Bürgermeister Edgar Veigl will serve as the festival's official ambassador. CULLMAN PARKS, RECREATION & SPORTS TOURISM

» PAGE 4
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BRANDON EVANS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE— SPORTS — Addison comes away with a commanding 3-0 win over Winston County » PAGE 4
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Fairview Senior Center 
hosts Car & Craft Show

Georgia man arrested after 130 
mph pursuit through Cullman
CULLMAN, Ala. — A Geor-
gia man was arrested early 
Saturday morning after 
allegedly fleeing Cullman 
police at speeds exceeding 
130 mph, driving into oncom-

ing lanes and throwing items 
from his vehicle during the 
pursuit. 
 According to the Cullman 
Police Department, Officer 
Eli Carnes attempted to stop 
a 2012 Nissan Maxima on 
Alabama Highway 157 near 
Cullman County Road 1188 at 

approximately 12:19 a.m. Aug. 
29. 
 Police identified the 
driver as Kenyon Joiner of 
Villa Rica, Georgia. 
 The CPD said Joiner re-
fused to stop and continued 
south on Alabama Highway 
157. During the pursuit, he 

allegedly drove on the wrong 
side of the roadway, turned 
off the vehicle’s headlights 
and threw items from the 
Maxima. 
 Officer Jake Lambert 
deployed spike strips ahead 
of the pursuit, disabling one 
tire. Sgt. Zane 

FAIRVIEW, Ala. — The 
Fairview Senior Center 
hosted its first Car & Craft 
Show Aug. 29, at Randall 
Shedd Park. Senior Center 
Manager Angie Carter said 
they were excited about the 
turnout.
 “We were very thankful 
for the great weather we had 
on Saturday and the support 
we received from the com-
munity,” Carter said. “We 
had 22 vendors on-site and 
34 car show entries.”
 She said the participation 
and fun were memorable.

 “Everyone seemed to 
have had a good time, (espe-
cially the men talking about 
the motors in some of the 
cars and trucks,)” Carter said. 
“The children and adults 
enjoyed the ice cream truck 
on-site. Their name is Little 
Something Extra Ice Cream 
and they were a very special 
group to have at any event.”

Some of the car show win-
ners included: 
• Seniors’ Pick - Don Stew-
art, 1956 Chevy Bel Air
• Directors’ Pick - Danny 
Tucker, 1937 Chevrolet
• Best Car - Emmett Marra, 
1967 Chevy Nova

• Best Truck - Jim Mc-
Cracken, 1960 Chevy S-10
• Best Bike - Ed Smith, 1971 
Harley Davidson
• Best Interior - Colton 
Ryan, 1955 Chevy Bel Air
• Best Paint - Rhonda Carr, 
1957 Mustang convertible

“Thank you to everyone 
who bought a vehicle to the 
event; they were all fantastic 
rides,” Carter said. “A huge 
thank you to everyone who 
took part in our first Car & 
Craft event at Fairview. The 
Fairview Senior Center ap-
preciates all of you – from 
our craft vendors, car show 
owners, food trucks and 

those who came and pur-
chased from our vendors. We 
also appreciate the Town of 
Fairview for allowing us to 
use the Randall Shedd Park 
for this event.”
 The Fairview Lions Club 
will host its annual Labor Day 
celebration on Sept. 7, featur-
ing a parade, car show, craft 
booths and live music. That 
event will also take place at 
the park. (www.cullman-
tribune.com/2026/08/25/
f a i r v i e w - l i o n s - c l u b - l a -
b o r- d a y- c e l e b r a t i o n - r e -
turns-sept-7) 
 Randall Shedd Commu-
nity Park is located at 605-
649 Wesley Ave.

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

Kenyon Joiner
CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Cullman County Public 
Library hosted a Community 
Plant Swap on Saturday, Aug. 
29. The event was planned by 
resident Danielle Holder. It 
was a “bring a plant — take 
a plant” event. Pictured 
are Cullman Police Chief 
Joey Duncan and 
his wife, Joy.

LAUREN ESTES / THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 3

Library hosts 
Community Plant Swap

A Fairview youth player 
during their week one 
matchup with 
Vinemont

BOBI JO CREEL/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 5

YOUTH FOOTBALL
Cullman, Fairview 
sweep week 2 matchups

Hanceville Council 
accepts $15K cell 
tower extension, 
addresses former 
police equipment, 
forensic audit » PAGE 2

Inaugural Scarecrow 
Trail coming to Heritage 
Park in October » PAGE 8

The Fairview Senior Center’s Car & Craft Show had 22 vendors on-site and 34 car show entries.
LAUREN ESTES/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 3

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

— SPORTS — 

Local teams 
pick up 

six wins in 
Friday night 

action 
» PAGE 4
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‘Lights, Camera, Healthy Action!’ 
Local seniors enjoy health fair

Mistrial declared in Harrison murder 
trial; defense asks court to bar retrial
Filing alleges prosecutors interfered with central defense witness; judge has not ruled on misconduct claims

CULLMAN, Ala. — A Cull-
man County murder trial 
ended in a mistrial after a 
central defense witness in-
voked her Fifth Amendment 

right against self-incrimina-
tion, prompting the defen-
dant’s attorneys to accuse 
the Cullman County District 
Attorney’s Office of improp-
erly interfering with her tes-
timony.
 Jamarion Allen Har-

rison’s attorneys are now 
asking the Cullman County 
Circuit Court to dismiss his 
murder indictment with 
prejudice, which would pre-
vent the State from trying 
him again in the July 2024 
shooting death of 29-year-old 

Dylan Bomberry-Wright.
 The allegations are con-
tained in a 22-page motion 
filed Sept. 3 by attorneys 
James L. Golden III and Erik 
D. Fine. The filing is titled 
“Defendant’s Motion to Dis-
miss with Preju-

CULLMAN, Ala. — Local 
seniors got the chance to 
walk the red carpet and dress 
as their favorite Hollywood 
stars at this year's annual 
Senior Health Fair. The event 
took place Sept. 4, at the 
Donald E. Green Active Adult 
Center, drawing a crowd of 
100-150 people from senior 
centers across Cullman 
County.
 The Senior Health Fair 
has been going strong since 
it made its comeback in 2021 
after the pandemic.
 This year's theme, 
“Lights, Camera, Healthy 
Action,” encouraged physi-
cal activity and socialization 
and connected seniors with 
local resources. There were 

25 or more different vendors, 
including home health agen-
cies, financial groups and 
pharmacies.
 “The goal is for them to 
see what resources are avail-
able to them,” said Cullman 
County Commission on 
Aging Director Stephanie 
Lawson.
 The festive events was 
packed with movie trivia, 
charades and a photo booth. 
Seniors got to test their 
moves with line dancing 
and free dancing, grooving 
to famous movie music like 
“Ghostbusters,” “Uptown 
Girl” and “Sweet Caroline,” 
with everyone chiming in to 
sing the famous lyrics sung 
by Neil Diamond. There were 
also door prizes to take home 
and free lunch provided.
 A t t e n d e e s 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Emily McMunn
emily@cullmantribune.com

Cullman County Fair 
Parade returns Sept. 26

MIKE WITCHER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Members of the Good Hope 
High School band are seen 
in the 2025 Cullman County 
Fair Parade. » PAGE 2

Labor Day in Fairview

LAUREN ESTES/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

A longtime Labor Day 
tradition returned to Fairview 
on Monday, Sept. 7, when 
the Fairview Lions Club 
hosted its annual Labor 
Day celebration at Randall 
Shedd Community Park.  

Smith Lake Park 
celebrates 30th annual 
Sweet Tater Festival

CHASADY WOODS/ THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Liam and Angel Sandlin cool 
off by the stage at Smith Lake 
Park’s 30th annual Sweet 
Tater Festival on Sunday, 
Sept. 6, 2026. » PAGE 2

Start with the stickers: 
How to enter 2026 Cullman 
County Fair exhibits

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Canned foods on display at 
the 2022 Cullman 
County Fair » PAGE 7

Jamarion Allen Harrison
2023 PHOTO/CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Good Samaritan 
partners with Cullman 
FUMC to expand 
medical equipment 
access » PAGE 5

This year's annual Senior Health Fair drew about 100-150 people from senior centers 
across Cullman County to the Donald E. Green Active Adult Center.

EMILY MCMUNN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

EMILY MCMUNN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 8
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— SPORTS — 

Cullman wins a 
27-26 overtime 

thriller over 
Minor
» PAGE 4

» PAGE 2
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Be proactive and prepare with vaccines, 
protect you and your family.

MONDAY–FRIDAY: 7:30 AM–6:00 PM SATURDAY: 7:30 AM–2:00 PM

Flu Shots available now!

ANGIE VEAL RPH        KATIE WILLIAMS PHARMD        ANGIE MCKINNEY PHARMD

now serving
12 flavors

of hershey’s
ice cream,
 including
sugar free!

256-737-1330

A name on Panel S-24
Cullman remembers 9/11, 25 years later

Judge denies dismissal of Harrison 
murder case and permits retrial

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
County Circuit Court Judge 
Emily N. Johnston denied 
Jamarion Allen Harrison’s 
request to dismiss his murder 
charge with prejudice 

Wednesday, Sept. 9, ruling 
the defense had not present-
ed substantial evidence that 
prosecutors intended to pro-
voke the mistrial she granted 
Sept. 1.
	 The four-page order per-
mits the State to retry Harri-
son. 

	 A little more than two 
hours after Johnston entered 
the ruling, Cullman County 
Assistant District Attor-
ney Nathan A. Brock filed a 
motion asking the court to set 
the case for trial. 
	 As of 2:18 p.m. Wednes-
day, Alacourt 

CULLMAN, Ala. — On the 
south side of the National 
September 11 Memorial in 
New York City, the name Paul 
Talty is cut into Panel S-24.
	 Talty was a 40-year-old 
husband, father and New 
York Police Department 
Emergency Service officer. 
On Sept. 11, 2001, he entered 
the South Tower of the World 
Trade Center while thou-
sands of people were trying 
to escape.
	 Before he wore an NYPD 

uniform, however, Talty ap-
pears to have spent part of his 
life in Cullman.
	 Brother Augustine “Gus” 
Campion, O.S.B., a longtime 
St. Bernard monk and dor-
mitory director, left that con-
nection in an entry on Talty’s 
online memorial.
	 “Paul was a resident 
in our dorm his freshman 
year at St. Bernard College,” 
Brother Gus wrote.
	 It is a small surviving 
detail from a young man’s 
life, but on the 25th anni-
versary of the attacks, it con-
nects Cullman to one of the 

thousands of names Ameri-
cans have promised never to 
forget.

A Cullman name at Ground 
Zero
Talty began his shift at 7 a.m. 
on Sept. 11, according to ac-
counts preserved in police 
and victim memorials. When 
the first aircraft struck the 
World Trade Center’s North 
Tower at 8:46 a.m., his Emer-
gency Service unit respond-
ed.
	 The South Tower was 
struck at 9:03 a.m. Talty and 
fellow Emergency Service Of-

ficer Thomas Langone were 
sent into the building to help 
rescue those still trapped 
inside.
	 Memorial accounts say 
Talty was last seen around the 
20th floor, climbing upward 
as workers continued moving 
downward. The South Tower 
collapsed at 9:59 a.m., only 56 
minutes after it was struck.
	 Talty and Langone were 
among 23 NYPD officers 
killed that morning. Talty’s 
remains were never recov-
ered, although accounts say 
his service weapon and hand-
cuffs were later 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

PET OF THE WEEK
Eric packs plenty 
of personality into 
a 15-lb. package

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

Eric » PAGE 3

Jamarion Allen Harrison
2023 PHOTO/CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Cullman Hope & 
Remembrance Suicide 
Awareness Walk set 
for Sept. 27 » PAGE 7

The Link holding 
volunteer orientation 
Sept. 10 » PAGE 8
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Thank you, 
Cullman, 

for the best 
80 years of 

our lives.
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Officer Paul Talty
NATIONAL SEPTEMBER 11 MEMORIAL & MUSEUM

» PAGE 5

ST. BERNARD

10th Annual 
Bernard Blues 
& BBQ Festival 

set for Sept. 
12-13

» PAGE 8

» PAGE 4

Wallace State hosting best-
selling author of ‘Remarkably 
Bright Creatures’ Shelby Van 
Pelt Sept. 24

WALLACE STATE

Wallace State Community 
College will welcome New 
York Times best-selling 
author Shelby Van Pelt on 
Thursday, Sept. 24, at 9:30 
a.m. in the Bailey Center 
Auditorium. Van Pelt is the 
author of “Remarkably Bright 
Creatures.” The novel has sold 
more than 4 million copies 
and was adapted into a Netflix 
film starring Academy Award 
winner Sally Field, which 
received a 2026 Emmy Award 
for Outstanding 
Movie. » PAGE 5
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Grace Episcopal Church Cheese-
ball Sales are Underway! Place 
Your Holiday Order by Oct. 5.
The Grace Episcopal Church 
Women are currently selling their 
popular cheeseballs for the holi-
days! This year we are offering nine 
cheeseball flavors. Orders must be 
placed by Monday, Oct. 5, 2026. 
You may place your order by going 
to www.gracechurch.org where you 
can order online or print out an 
order form to mail in. You can also 
call the church office 256-734-6212 
on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thurs-
day between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 
place your order. Cheeseballs will 
be ready for pickup on Thursday, 
Nov. 19, at Grace Episcopal Church. 
All proceeds from our cheeseball 
project go to outreach including 
Committee on Church Cooperation 
(CCC), the Good Samaritan Health 
Clinic, The Pilot Light Home, The 
Willow Path (formerly Victim 
Services), Hope Horses, Cullman 
Caring for Kid and Wallace State 
Campus Ministries.

PUBLIC NOTICE
• The Cullman County Special Edu-
cation Program is seeking to locate 
children with disabilities ages 0-21 
within the Cullman County School 
District. Ages 0-3 call Kristie Smith, 
256-734-3253. Ages 3-21 call Katie 
Meigs, Special Education Coordi-
nator, 256-739-0486, Ext 2.
• The system is also seeking to 
locate intellectually gifted and tal-
ented children, with the emphasis 
on second-grade students.
• Contact Special Education Coor-
dinator Katie Meigs at 17600 U.S. 
Highway 31 N, Cullman, Al 35058.

The Poetry of Recovery: Recovery 
Support Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 514 
Cleveland Ave. SW in Cullman. 
Facebook/The Poetry of Recovery. 
Contact Jeff at 727-542-6413 or 
John at 256-636-0612.

Cullman County Historical Soci-
ety Meetings
We meet the fourth Sunday of the 
month from 2-4 p.m. at the North 
Alabama Agriplex Heritage Build-
ing. Each meeting features a specific 
program or speaker. Join us!

Attention Senior Citizens
• If you are 60 or over, please come 
to the Cullman Senior Center at 
1539 Sportsman Lake Road NW 
and have some fun with us and eat 
lunch. Good fun, good friends and 
good food. Different things going 
on Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-
noon.
• Volunteers needed to deliver 
meals to homebound. Call Com-
mission on Aging for info. 256-734-
1241.  

Cullman County Republican 
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman VFW. 
President Cathi Bradford: “We are 
going to begin training to track leg-
islation in Montgomery. If you need 
information, you can directly mes-
sage me on Facebook.” Full meals at 
5:30. Meetings start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon 
and 1-3:30 p.m. We are located at 
1503 Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support 
Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every month, 
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Alabama 
Career Center, 1201 Katherine St. 
NW in Cullman. Contact Olivia 
Wade, case manager, at 256-389-
2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Baileyton 
fire station next to the town’s park. 
Beauty and health products, toys, 
home goods, pet items, food and 
many everyday items. A donation 
of $20 will allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a shopper can 
fill a large box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some re-
strictions and product limits on the 
items. Cash and checks accepted. 
Proceeds will be used for park im-
provements and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Alcohol-
ics Anonymous has open AA meet-
ings (all are welcome) Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at the Car-
riage House, located next to Grace 
Episcopal Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact phone num-

bers: 256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 
or 256-708-1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First 
Church of the Nazarene, 5415 Ala-
bama Highway 157. CLOSED litera-
ture study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensibly) 
Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at the Donald 
E. Green Adult Active Center, 
1625 Cleveland Ave. SW. The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss and man-
agement through weekly meetings 
providing information, account-
ability, support and encouragement 
where you make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by someone 
else’s addiction. We offer Help by 
sharing our experiences, strength 
and hope. We carry the message of 
hope by letting others know that 
they are not alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON and chang-
ing our own attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our program is 
not a religious one, but a spiritual 
way of life. Meetings will be held 
at The Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. Contact 
Jamie Weathersby Smith 256-708-
7122 or Don or Nancy McKenzie 
256-736-3327 or 256-736-3470 for 
more information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings 
The Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of friends and family 
whose lives have been affected by 
alcoholism. The Cullman Serenity 
Al-Anon Group meets each Monday 
at noon at 1519 St. Joseph Dr. NE. 
There is also a Zoom meeting each 
Tuesday at noon. The Courage to 
Change Al-Anon Family Group 
meets on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at 
Grace Episcopal Church at 305 
Arnold St. NE in the Carriage 
House, located between the church 
and the Arnold House on the corner. 
For more information call 256-734-
2231 or 256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m.-3:30 
p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Alpha Delta Kappa Invitation
• Are you a woman educator looking 
to connect, grow, serve, and make a 
difference? We want to invite you to 
contact our local Cullman chapters 
Alpha Theta or Beta Delta. Alpha 
Delta Kappa is a national honorary 
organization of more than 25,000 
women educators who share a com-
mitment to valuing all people and 
promoting quality education.
• Build lifelong friendships
• Connect with educators who share 
your passion
• Grow through leadership and pro-
fessional opportunities
• Serve your school, community and 
beyond 
• Celebrate the important work of 
women educators
• Your dedication to education mat-
ters. Your voice matters. You belong 
with us.
• For more information contact 
President of Alpha Theta Laurita 
Hogland 256-531-2298 or Presi-
dents of Beta Delta Rhonda Van-
zant 256-708-7980 or Lisa Hullett 
256-962-4252.

Church Services: Spirit Life 
Church 
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cullman
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcullman@gmail.
com
• FB-Spirit Life Church Cullman

Shirley Burden Public Library in 
Hanceville
• The library is open Tuesday-Fri-
day 8 a.m.-5 p.m. (closed from 
noon-1 p.m.) and Saturdays from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Join us on Facebook 
for weekly details or please feel free 
to call us at 256-352-0685. Follow 
Facebook/Hanceville Public Li-
brary for event details. 
• Wednesday, Sept. 16, 10 a.m. Sto-
rytime with Gracie Miller, volunteer
• Wednesday, Sept. 23, 10 a.m. Sto-
rytime with Susan Melton "Ten Red 
Apples" by Pat Hutchins
• Wednesday, Sept. 30, 10 a.m. Chil-
dren’s book club and storytime with 
Briana Taylor and Angelyn Riggs, 
children’s book club

• October-November, regular 
Wednesday 10 a.m. storytime con-
tinues. Please visit the Facebook 
page for weekly detailed informa-
tion.
• Adult book club meets monthly- 
Saturday, Sept. 19, Oct. 17, at 10 a.m. 
• Saturday, Nov. 7, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Mud 
Creek Festival BOOK SALE 
• Library will be closed on Nov. 11 in 
honor of Veterans Day
• We are looking for community 
volunteers to read storytime on 
Wednesdays. Contact Teresa Rivera 
for details. Volunteers make our 
library successful, so we thank our 
local community.

Nimble Thimbles Quilt Guild 
Meeting
Thursday, Sept. 10, at 10 a.m. at St. 
Andrew's Methodist Church, 615 
Main Ave. in Cullman. Interested in 
quilting? You’re invited. Everyone 
welcome.

Heartland Quilt Guild Meeting
Thursday, Sept. 10, at 6 p.m. at 
Christ Covenant Church, 1310 Saint 
Joseph Dr. NW, Cullman. Quilters 
of all experience levels are welcome.

10th Annual Bernard Blues & 
BBQ Arts and Crafts Festival
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 12-13, 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. each day on the 
grounds of St. Bernard Abbey and 
Prep School. A $10 donation is re-
quested at the gate for each person 
13 years of age or older. Those chil-
dren aged 12 and under are admit-
ted at no cost and free parking will 
be available for all festival guests. 
All the money raised will go to St. 
Bernard Prep School. No pets are 
permitted. The festival is next to the 
Ave Maria Grotto, which will have 
special weekend admission pricing. 
St. Bernard is situated on Alabama 
Highway 278 East in Cullman.

Community Loss of Spouse or 
Partner Support Group
• Grieving the emotional loss of a 
spouse is an extremely traumat-
ic experience. Meeting with and 
talking to others who have expe-
rienced a similar loss encourages 
you that your life can move forward. 
Those who have had similar loss 
may have valuable advice, sugges-
tions, critical insights, resources or 
a different outlook to share, even 
struggles similar to yours.
• Grieving can be terribly lonely and 
isolating, making it very difficult 
to get on with your life. A support 
gathering can help to understand 
grief, provide needed camaraderie, 
support, sharing, compassion, hope, 
comfort, education, resources and a 
sense of purpose.
• There will be an introductory 
meeting on Saturday, Sept. 12, be-
ginning at 11 a.m. in the meeting 
room at the Cullman County Public 
Library. The goal is to meet monthly 
thereafter, depending on atten-
dance and interest.
• Those interested in attending 
should pre-register, as seating may 
be limited. Register by contacting 
the Cullman County Public Library 
at 256-734-2720, or by text or voice 
message to 256-255-9959. Please 
come and let us journey together. 

NARFE Cullman Chapter Meet-
ing
Monday, Sept. 14, at the former 
Freddie Day Catering, 1628 Second 
Ave. NW (U.S. Highway 31 North) 
$15 lunch at 11 a.m. Business meet-
ing and program at noon. VP Peggy 
Harris will be the speaker. The topic 
will be services available to seniors 
through the Alabama Department 
of Senior Services. Members, 
spouses and friends are urged to 
attend.

Sacred Heart Church Christmas 
in September
Saturday, Sept. 19, 7 a.m. -7 p.m. and 
Sunday, Sept. 20, 8 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Shop for gently used holiday deco-
rations in the Sacred Heart Church 
gym. Proceeds go to St. Vincent 
DePaul.

Cullman County Fair Parade 
Saturday, Sept. 26, at 2 p.m. U.S. 
Highway 31, from Seventh Street 
Southwest to Arnold Street North-
west.

Sacred Heart Church German 
Dinner
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 4-7 p.m. in the 
Sacred Heart Church gym. Tradi-
tional German food, $15 per plate. 
Dine in or take out.

Little Pink Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 6-9 p.m. at 
The Venue at Stone Bridge Farms. 
Tickets on sale now! www.cullman-
bosombuddies.com/service/little-
pink-dress-event 

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Sept. 9
CULLMAN, Ala. — Below are the 
arrests and incidents reported 
Sept. 9, 2026. All persons are inno-
cent until proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure to 
appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
Aug. 27
•	 domestic violence-criminal 
mischief; Edmondson Rd. NE
•	 possession of controlled sub-
stance; possession of drug para-
phernalia; Hwy. 69N
•	 possession of dangerous drugs; 
CR 747

Aug. 28
•	 violation of protection order; 
CR 1518
•	 harassing communications; 
CR 1845
•	 contributing to delinquency of 
minor; CR 223
•	 theft of property; CR 1569
•	 menacing; harassment; CR 
386
•	 domestic violence; CR 1422
•	 harassing communications; 
Lipsey Ave.
•	 harassing communications; 
Allred Rd.
•	 possession of controlled sub-
stances; possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 1338

Aug. 29
•	 harassment; CR 447
•	 theft of property; CR 1082
•	 domestic violence; CR 43
•	 burglary; CR 1718
•	 discharging firearm into unoc-
cupied dwelling; CR 1490
•	 trespassing; violation of pro-
tection order; Countryside Acres
•	 assault; CR 604
•	 unauthorized use of motor ve-
hicle; CR 1371
•	 dog bite; CR 1498
•	 theft of property; CR 1816
•	 domestic violence; Main St. SE 
Hanceville
•	 possession of controlled sub-
stance; possession of drug para-
phernalia; US. 31
•	 domestic violence; CR 596
•	 possession of marijuana; CR 
222

Aug. 30
•	 harassing communications; 
CR 1338
•	 assault; CR 781
•	 theft of property; CR 1082
•	 domestic violence; Willow 
Bend
•	 domestic violence; CR 1496
•	 harassing communications; 
Scott Dr.
•	 assault; reckless endanger-
ment; criminal mischief; I65SB 
MM 296
•	 criminal mischief; CR 1699
•	 harassment; Hwy. 157
•	 violation of protection order; 
Countryside Acres
•	 possession of dangerous drugs; 
possession of drug paraphernalia; 
CR 555
•	 trespassing; CR 222
•	 violation of protection order; 
CR 555
•	 criminal mischief; CR 1513

Aug. 31
•	 domestic violence; CR 602
•	 domestic violence; CR 101
•	 harassing communications; 
CR 1120
•	 theft of property; CR 703
•	 receiving stolen property; 
harboring fugitive; obstructing 
governmental operations; CR 438
•	 burglary; CR 1043
•	 burglary; CR 1459

Sept. 1
•	 domestic violence; CR 216
•	 harassment; CR 518
•	 possession of controlled sub-
stances; possession of dangerous 
drugs; possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 1339
•	 harassment; Hwy. 157
•	 possession of controlled sub-
stances; attempt to elude law en-
forcement officer; CR 1763
•	 domestic violence; Hwy. 69N
•	 domestic violence; CR 609

Sept. 2
•	 theft of property; CR 437
•	 theft of property; CR 1551
•	 domestic violence; College Dr.
•	 domestic violence; CR 1207
•	 reckless endangerment; CR 
1815
•	 unlawful breaking and enter-
ing motor vehicle; CR 437

Sept. 3
•	 theft of property; CR 1635
•	 violation of protection order; 
CR 222
•	 harassing communications; 
CR 1082

Sept. 4
•	 domestic violence; Hwy. 91
•	 burglary; CR 529
•	 theft of property; CR 1578
•	 attempt to elude law enforce-
ment officer; possession of danger-
ous drugs; possession of controlled 
substances; possession of drug par-
aphernalia; 3rd St. SE Garden City
•	 possession of dangerous drugs; 
possession of drug paraphernalia; 
CR 675

Sept. 5
•	 discharging firearm into unoc-
cupied dwellings; CR 1598
•	 reckless endangerment; CR 
617
•	 permitting dogs to run at large; 
CR 617
•	 harassing communications; 
CR 1425
•	 theft of property; CR 607
•	 criminal mischief; CR 1609

Sept. 6
•	 domestic violence; College Dr. 
NE
•	 domestic violence; Main St. SE 
Hanceville
•	 possession of drug parapher-
nalia; CR 431
•	 assault; CR 1338
•	 possession of marijuana; Hwy. 
69S
•	 harassing communications; 
CR 1367
•	 domestic violence; CR 1162
•	 criminal mischief; Pine Ln.

ARRESTS
Sept. 2-6
Anders, Tyler C.; 33
•	 DUI (other substance)

Barry, Benjamin Z.; 48
•	 FTA – theft of property-2nd 
degree, $1500-2500 (2 counts)
•	 FTA – forged instrument (2 
counts)

Brown, Jarrett C.; 52
•	 reckless endangerment

Brown, Kimberly A.; 53
•	 assault-child abuse-sim-
ple-family (2 counts)

Byrne, David W.; 31
•	 possession of dangerous drugs
•	 possession of drug parapher-
nalia
•	 FTA – possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug para-
phernalia

Crenshaw, Jamontae D.; 27
•	 FTA – speed above 70 mph – 
interstate highway

Gibson, Jerry L.; 46
•	 PROBATION VIOLATION – 
buying/receiving stolen property

Hagan III, Thomas J.; 41
•	 violation of a domestic vio-
lence protection order

Hill, Cade D.; 27
•	 attempting to elude a police 
officer
•	 FTA – possession of drug para-
phernalia (2 counts)
•	 FTA – possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 possession of drug parapher-
nalia
•	 possession of dangerous drugs
•	 possession of heroin
•	 possession of methamphet-
amine
•	 illegal possession of prescrip-
tion drugs

Hogeland, Leslie C.; 41
•	 FTA – public intoxication
•	 FTA – possession of drug para-
phernalia

Holcomb, Harley S.; 27
•	 possession of dangerous drugs

Homan, Sheila M.; 51
•	 cruelty to dog/cat (2 counts)

Jackson, Ethan L.; 27
•	 possession of synthetic narcot-
ic

Joiner, Haley B.; 19
•	 assault-domestic-simple as-
sault-family

Jones, Patrick E.; 40
•	 a s sa u l t - d o m e st i c - h a r a s s -
ment-family

Knott, Rebecca L.; 50
•	 negotiating worthless instru-
ment

Martin, Vanessa R.; 40
•	 possession of dangerous drugs 
(4 counts)
•	 possession of drug parapher-
nalia (4 counts)
•	 theft-miscellaneous, less than 
$500 (2 counts)
•	 resisting arrest (2 counts)
•	 illegal possession of prescrip-
tion drugs (2 counts)

Menefee, Stanley R.; 72
•	 FTA – possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 FTA – robbery-residence-knife

Morris, William M.; 40
•	 FTA – possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug para-
phernalia

Overton, Dustin D.; 29
•	 FTA – possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 FTA – attempting to elude a 
police officer
•	 FTA – unlawful possession of 
certain chemical compound
•	 FTA – possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 FTA – possession of drug para-
phernalia

Rouss III, Jack P.; 50
•	 PROBATION VIOLATION – 
possession of dangerous drugs

Sasser, Joseph E.; 54
•	 FTA – possession of drug para-
phernalia

Seymore, Bradley J.; 57
•	 assault-child abuse-sim-
ple-family (2 counts)

Speegle, Rodney C.; 49
•	 menacing-aggravated assault
•	 assault-harassment

Sutton, Felicia L.; 39
•	 PROBATION REVOKED – 
possession of dangerous drugs
•	 PROBATION REVOKED – 
forgery-counterfeiting
•	 PROBATION REVOKED – 
possessing forged device/tools

Tucker, Daniel B.; 35
•	 FTA – possession of marijua-

na-2nd degree
•	 FTA – possession of drug para-
phernalia

Weatherby, Christopher W.; 46
•	 FTA – possession of drug para-
phernalia

Wilkey, Scott E.; 45
•	 FTA – theft of property-2nd 
degree, $1500-2500
•	 FTA – forged instrument (2 
counts)

Williams, Jeremy O.; 40
•	 FTA – theft-miscellaneous

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Sept. 2
•	 duty upon striking unattended 
vehicle; person; damage to ’13 Kia; 
$400; Cullman Shopping Center
•	 harassment; person; Lee Ave. 
SW

Sept. 3
•	 theft of property-1st degree; 
AT&T Store; phones; $71,000; 
Cherokee Ave. SW
•	 harassment; person; Lee Ave. 
SW
•	 menacing; person; 13 St. NE
•	 criminal mischief-3rd degree; 
Red Roof Inn; damaged window; 
$450; Hwy. 157

Sept. 4
•	 fraudulent use of credit/
debit card; person; miscellaneous 
charges
•	 domestic violence-3rd degree; 
person; Fuller St. SW
•	 harassment; domestic vio-
lence-3rd degree; persons; Cleve-
land Ave. SW

Sept. 5
•	 organized retail theft; criminal 
trespass-2nd degree; Wal-Mart; 
general merchandise; $773; Hwy. 
157
•	 domestic violence-3rd degree 
– criminal mischief; person; dam-
aged phone; $600; Hwy. 157
•	 domestic violence-3rd degree; 
person; Hwy. 278E

Sept. 6
•	 harassment; person; Tallyho 
St. SW
•	 domestic violence-3rd degree; 
person; Ave. E. SE

ARRESTS
Sept. 3-8
Evans, Sonya W.; 55
•	 FTA – insurance violation

Ballard, William B.; 34
•	 certain person forbidden to 
possess firearm

Fanning, Nathan D.; 42
•	 public intoxication

Hunt, Kristin A.; 36
•	 domestic violence-3rd degree

Atkins, Christopher B.; 47
•	 domestic violence-3rd degree

Hill, Cade D.; 27
•	 FTA – possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

Byrne, David W.; 31
•	 FTA – theft of property-4th 
degree

Watts, Lisa J.; 32
•	 DUI

Russell, Rodney S.; 56
•	 organized retail theft
•	 criminal trespass-2nd degree

Hampton, Brandney D.; 45
•	 organized retail theft

Russell, Marisia M.; 49
•	 organized retail theft

Wright, Keith L.; 27
•	 domestic violence-3rd degree
•	 criminal mischief
•	 FTA – theft of property-4th 
degree

Collins, Cameron R.; 27
•	 domestic violence-3rd degree

Thomas, Christopher R.; 31
•	 DUI

Holcomb, Harley S.; 27
•	 FTA – theft of property-4th 
degree

Maddux, Charles A.; 40
•	 FTA – domestic violence-3rd 
degree – harassment

Wright, Phillip D.; 66
•	 public intoxication

Rogers, Andrew C.; 39
•	 theft of property-4th degree

Duncan, Stephanie L.; 50
•	 leaving the scene of an acci-
dent

Chiarinoti, Juan C.; 70
•	 FTA – speeding

Wiggins, Joshua R.; 46
•	 public intoxication

Stricklin, Jr., Martin W.; 58
•	 FTA – switched tag
•	 FTA – driving without license

Smith, Jeffery W.; 37
•	 obstructing governmental op-
erations
•	 criminal trespass-3rd degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents reported.

Find arrest and incident reports 
online Monday-Friday at www.
CullmanTribune.com.

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor CULLMAN, Ala. — Looking 

for a little dog with enough 
personality to fill an entire 
home? Meet Eric, The Cull-
man Tribune’s Pet of the 
Week.
	 Eric is a Chihuahua-Po-
meranian mix estimated to 
be about 6 months old. 
	 Weighing just 15 pounds, 
he may be small, but he 
brings a moderate-to-high 
energy level and plenty of 
entertainment wherever he 
goes.
	 Shelter staff describe 
Eric as a natural “court 
jester.” His expressive face 
is filled with curiosity, espe-
cially when he is exploring 
his surroundings or learning 
something new.
	 “He’s like a shot of caf-
feine, and I do love coffee!” a 
shelter representative said.
	 Eric’s playful spirit, curi-
osity and eagerness to learn 
could also make him a good 

Eric (from Front)
Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com



3THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
SEPTEMBER 10, 2026 COMMUNITY MATTERS

The Cullman Tribune  
Cullman County's Oldest Business, Serving the area since 1874 Publication 

Number    USPS-139-700 
Telephone: 256-739-1351    Fax: 1-256-739-4422 

Humble	Roots,	LLC	
Published daily Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 219 2nd Avenue SE, Cullman, 

Alabama 35055 Entered as periodical material at the Cullman Post
Office Periodical postage paid at Cullman, Alabama 35055 

POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS CHANGE TO:	
The Cullman Tribune 

219 Second Avenue SE 
Cullman, Alabama 35055 

Email Address: office@cullmantribune.com 

ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr

CChhaassaaddyy  WWooooddss  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
LLaauurreenn  EEsstteess  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

EEmmiillyy  MMccMMuunnnn  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
GGaauuggee  DDaayy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

LLiizz  TTaannkkeerrsslleeyy  --  GGrraapphhiicc  DDeessiiggnn//RReeppoorrtteerr
SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr

RRhhoonnddaa  RRiicchhiiee  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt
HHeeaatthheerr  TTuubbbbss  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt

COMMUNITY CORNER

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

YARD SALE
HUGE YARD SALE-Fur-
niture, household items, 
adult and childrens clothes, 
baby items and lots more, 
1802 St. Joseph Dr. NW, 
Friday and Saturday 8 a.m. 
til ?

RUMMAGE SALE
RUMMAGE SALE ST. 
ANDREW'S METHOD-
IST, 615 Main Avenue, SW, 
Cullman Friday, September 
18, 8 am to 5 pm Saturday, 
September 19, 8 am to 2 pm

FOR SALE
NEW HAY FOR SALE. 
4x5 rolls, fertilized, mixed 
cow hay. $30 a roll. 256-
338-6051. Pickup only, no 
deliveries.

BREATHE FREELY AT 
HOME! Central Boiler's 
Classic Edge Titanium 
HDX OUTDOOR wood 
furnace eliminates indoor 
smoke for healthier living. 
Boilerworx Plus-serving 
Cullman and surrounding 
areas. Call 256-347-6832!

SERVICES
MYRA'S DECORATION 
FLOWERS is now open 
Thurs-Sat from 10am-5pm. 
Myra's is conveniently 
located on CR 1343 close 
to Vinemont Super Saver. 
With over 20 years expe-
rience we will create your 
custom arrangements with 
quality silk flowers. Prices 
range between $5.00-
$48.00. Call or text 256-
595-9748 to order. Come 
and let me save you money!

APPLIANCE REPAIR: 
Prompt local service avail-
able for appliance repair. 
Washer/Dryer, Dishwash-

er, Refrigerator, Stove/
Oven and all major appli-
ances. Certified, Insured 
techs. Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to schedule your 
appointment now! 1-877-
441-0132

SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region 
in over 100 Newspapers, 
reaching over 1 million 
readers each week!  Run 
your ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 per 
week! Make one call to this 
newspaper (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to find 
out how easy it is to adver-
tise statewide! 

WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals 
dry out the wet area and 
do repairs to protect your 
family and your home's 
value! If you have water in 
your home that needs to be 
dried, Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1371 Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when 
you call! 

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Superior quality bath 
and shower systems at 
AFFORDABLE PRICES! 

Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Call Now! 
1-877-583-6484

CONSUMER CELLULAR 
- the same reliable, nation-
wide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-833-
650-7885

FOR SALE
NO MORE CLEANING 
OUT GUTTERS. GUAR-
ANTEED! LeafFilter is 
the most advanced gutter 
protection for your home, 
backed by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 
1-833-683-2005 to sched-
ule a FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. 
Plus get 20% off! Seniors 
and military save an addi-
tional 10%. Restrictions 
apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer de-
tails

SUNSETTER. AMER-
ICA’S NUMBER ONE 
AWNING! Instant shade 
at the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. 
Up to 10-year limited war-
ranty. Call now and SAVE 
$350 today! 1-877-930-
3506

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-877-817-4697 
www.dental50plus.com/
alabama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and see 
how much you can save! 
1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOORING?  
Call today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-877-403-4821

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK, BOAT, RV and 
more to support our vet-
erans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-877-724-3049 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-426-0193

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

CULLMAN, Ala. — Looking 
for a little dog with enough 
personality to fill an entire 
home? Meet Eric, The Cull-
man Tribune’s Pet of the 
Week.
	 Eric is a Chihuahua-Po-
meranian mix estimated to 
be about 6 months old. 
	 Weighing just 15 pounds, 
he may be small, but he 
brings a moderate-to-high 
energy level and plenty of 
entertainment wherever he 
goes.
	 Shelter staff describe 
Eric as a natural “court 
jester.” His expressive face 
is filled with curiosity, espe-
cially when he is exploring 
his surroundings or learning 
something new.
	 “He’s like a shot of caf-
feine, and I do love coffee!” a 
shelter representative said.
	 Eric’s playful spirit, curi-
osity and eagerness to learn 
could also make him a good 

candidate for training as a 
therapy or companion dog. 
	 Since he is still a puppy, 
he will need patience, con-
sistency and opportunities 
to keep his active mind en-
gaged.
	 Eric is already neutered, 
and his adoption fee is $35, 
an amount shelter staff 
stressed is not indicative of 
his worth.
	 The family who gives 
Eric his permanent home 
can expect a lively little com-

panion capable of bringing 
energy, laughter and plenty 
of personality into each day.
	 Visit Eric at the Cull-
man County Animal 
Shelter at 935 Con-
v e n t   R o a d   N E .   I t ’s   o p e n 
Monday through Friday, 
from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Con-
tact the shelter at 256-734-
5448 or cullmananimalshel-
ter@co.cullman.al.us. If he’s 
already adopted, don’t , as 
he many friends waiting for 
their forever homes!

Eric (from Front)
Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN OMNIPLEX
1634 Field of Miracles Drive SW 

250
TABLES

Sat 9am–5pm
Sun 10am–4pm

GUN
SHOW

COLLECTORS & SHOOTERS CLUB

September 12-13

334-322-8818334-322-8818334-322-8818

Admission: $$$
Cash or Credit

Children 12 and under FREE
(Must be accompanied by an Adult)

Alabama Press Association
Attn: Jaclyn 
2180 Parkway Lake Dr
Hoover, AL 35244-1803
Phone: (205) 871-7737

Please run Alabama Press Association for
the week of Sept. 6th to 12th.

$1000.00

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, Sept. 16th

Auction Starts at 9:00am
1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, MS 39350

Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
Live Onsite and Online Bidding         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 3% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION

Selling All Types of Construction Equipment, including: Dozers,
Excavators, Motor Graders, Rubber-tired Loaders, Backhoes, Skid
Steers, Compaction Eq.. Also selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors,
Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Forklifts, Logging Equip., Farm Tractors,
Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc. & Much More!!

Deanco Auction 601-656-9768         www.deancoauction.com
Live Onsite and Online Bidding - Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $5000 of each lot and then a 3% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 1-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION

Selling All Types of Construction Equipment, including: Dozers, Excavators, Motor
Graders, Rubber-tired Loaders, Backhoes, Skid Steers, Compaction Eq..
Also selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers,
Forklifts, Logging Equip., Farm Tractors, Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments,
Misc. & Much More!!
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LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

did not list a new trial date, 
and the State’s motion was 
marked active and pending.
	 Harrison is charged with 
murder in the July 2024 
shooting death of Dylan 
Bomberry-Wright, 29. He is 
presumed innocent unless 
and until proven guilty.
	 “Accordingly, the Defen-
dant’s Motion to Dismiss 
with Prejudice is DENIED,” 
Johnston wrote in the order 
entered at 11:13 a.m. Sept. 9.
	 Johnston did not with-
draw or cast doubt on her 
earlier determination that a 
mistrial was warranted. She 
said the circumstances in-
volving the defense witness 
identified in the filings as 
K.B. and Ms. Black were rel-
evant to that decision. 
	 The question presented 
by the later motion, however, 
was narrower: whether the 
State acted with the specific 
intent to cause Harrison to 
ask for a mistrial.
	 Under the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s 1982 decision in 
Oregon v. Kennedy, a de-
fendant who requests and 
receives a mistrial ordinarily 
may be tried again. 
	 Retrial is barred only 
when government conduct 
was intended to provoke the 
defendant into seeking the 
mistrial. 
	 Johnston also cited the 
Alabama Supreme Court’s 
decision in Ex parte State, 
known as R.E.D., which re-
quires substantial evidence 
capable of supporting a ra-
tional finding of that intent 
before the issue proceeds to a 
factual determination.
	 “The objective circum-
stances reflected in the 
record do not provide sub-
stantial evidence of that spe-
cific intent,” Johnston wrote.
	 The judge pointed to 
statements prosecutors 
made during the trial that 
they were ready and eager to 
move forward. 
	 When the defense ulti-
mately pressed its mistrial 
request after Black invoked 
her Fifth Amendment priv-
ilege, the State opposed the 
motion and asked that the 
trial continue. 
	 Johnston said the State’s 
opposition did not decide the 
intent question by itself, but 
it was an objective circum-
stance relevant to the legal 
test.
	 Johnston also noted 
that the defense maintained 
its request after she asked 
whether anything short of a 
mistrial would allow Harri-
son to proceed. 
	 Defense counsel repre-
sented that Black possessed 
direct, firsthand knowledge 
that no other witness could 
provide. 
	 Considering the record as 
a whole, Johnston concluded 
the defense had not met the 
substantial-evidence thresh-
old and that retrial was not 
barred.
	 The ruling also denied the 
defense’s alternative request 
for an evidentiary hearing 
into the State’s intent. John-
ston found that the motion 
did not satisfy the threshold 
required for such a proceed-
ing.
	 The defense separately 
argued that the circum-
stances deprived Harrison 
of his constitutional right to 
present a defense and inde-

found.
	 At home in Wantagh, New 
York, Talty left his wife, Bar-
bara, two older children and 
an infant daughter, Kelly, 
who had been born less than 
a month before the attacks.
	 Talty was also building a 
second story onto the fam-
ily’s home. Friends remem-
bered him as a man who 
could repair almost any-
thing. After his death, fellow 
officers stepped in to help 
complete the work he had 
begun.
	 His friend Joseph McAu-
liffe later described Talty’s 
character in one sentence.
	 “You knew that if it 
came down to it, Paul would 
do whatever needed to be 
done.”
	 That character was 
evident in the direction 
Talty chose on Sept. 11. 
While others descended, he 
climbed.
	 His connection to St. 
Bernard was preserved by 
Brother Gus, whose name 
appears in St. Bernard year-
books as a dormitory direc-
tor. 
	 Further research into 
surviving college records 
could establish when Talty 
attended, where he lived 
and whether photographs or 
additional memories remain 
from his time in Cullman.
	 What is already known 
is that one of the names at 
Ground Zero once belonged 
to a freshman living in a 
Cullman dormitory.

Cullman watched
Cullman County also had 
an eyewitness close to the 
center of the federal govern-
ment’s response that morn-
ing.
	 Holly Pond High School 
graduate Terry Abbott was 
serving as chief of staff at 
the U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation. He was in Sarasota, 
Florida, traveling with Pres-
ident George W. Bush and 
Education Secretary Rod 
Paige.
	 In a 2020 guest column 
for The Cullman Tribune, 
Abbott recalled initially be-
lieving the first crash might 
have been a small aircraft 
accident. The second strike 
made it clear that the United 
States was under attack.
	 Abbott helped rewrite 
Paige’s scheduled remarks, 
sought police protection for 
the education secretary and 
traveled through a country 
suddenly under extraordi-
nary security restrictions. 
	 When he returned to the 
Washington area aboard a 
military aircraft the follow-
ing day, the usually crowded 
American skies were almost 
empty.
	 “I will never forget what I 
saw and felt that day,” Abbott 
wrote.
	 Nearly 3,000 people were 

killed in New York, at the 
Pentagon and aboard United 
Airlines Flight 93. The dead 
included office workers, 
restaurant employees, trav-
elers, military personnel, 
police officers and 343 New 
York City firefighters.
	 The courage revealed 
that morning was not con-
fined to one profession. Fire-
fighters climbed stairwells 
knowing buildings were 
burning above them. 
	 Police officers and emer-
gency medical personnel 
entered danger to direct 
strangers toward safety. 
Passengers and crew mem-
bers aboard Flight 93 fought 
back against their hijackers, 
preventing the aircraft from 
reaching its intended target.
	 Many gave their lives 
attempting to give others a 
chance to live.

Memory in motion
Over the years, Cullman’s 
remembrance has taken dif-
ferent forms.
	 In 2020, when many tra-
ditional ceremonies were 
disrupted by the COVID-19 
pandemic, a blue searchlight 
was placed at Depot Park and 
pointed into the night sky. 
The beam echoed New York 
City’s Tribute in Light and 
offered Cullman residents a 
visible place to remember.
	 That same year, mem-
bers of Cullman Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 2214 and 
its Auxiliary walked around 
Sportsman Lake carrying 
the American flag, flags 
representing the military 
branches and flags honoring 
firefighters and law enforce-
ment officers.
	 Children who had not yet 
been born in 2001 partici-
pated. Their presence point-
ed to one of remembrance’s 
greatest challenges: passing 
the meaning of Sept. 11 to 
generations with no memory 
of the day itself.

	 Local schools have taken 
up that responsibility. Stu-
dents have interviewed rela-
tives about where they were 
when the attacks occurred, 
studied the lives behind the 
casualty numbers and creat-
ed displays bearing victims’ 
names.
	 Cullman County fire-
fighters have carried remem-
brance physically.
	 In 2023, members 
of Cullman Fire Rescue 
climbed 2,071 steps at Cull-
man Savings Bank, the equiv-
alent of 110 stories. They 
made the climb wearing be-
tween 60 and 80 pounds of 
protective gear, honoring the 
firefighters who entered the 
World Trade Center towers.
	 Afterward, firefighter 
Seth Brock reflected on the 
difference between complet-
ing a memorial challenge in 
safety and climbing into an 
actual burning tower.
	 “That’s a different level of 
hard,” Brock said.
	 In 2025, Holly Pond fire-
fighters Woodrow Brown, 
Michael Butler and Caleb 
Graves, along with cadet Ty 
Harrison, completed their 
own 110-story memorial 
climb at Anytime Fitness in 
Arab.
	 Those challenges cannot 
recreate the smoke, con-
fusion, fear or impossible 
choices of Sept. 11. They are 
not intended to. Their pur-
pose is to carry the weight of 
the memory, if only for a few 
thousand steps.
	 Cullman County’s 
25th-anniversary obser-
vances are already taking 
shape. On Friday, Sept. 11, 
Fairview High School is 
scheduled to hold a 9/11 trib-
ute before its Gold Star Foot-
ball Game.
	 Military personnel, fire-
fighters, law enforcement 
officers and emergency med-
ical responders have been 
invited to help carry a large 

American flag onto the field.
	 The program is also ex-
pected to recognize a Gold 
Star family and the family of 
a fallen first responder, link-
ing the sacrifices of Sept. 11 
to the losses carried by fam-
ilies in the years since.

A seventh silence
This year’s national com-
memoration will include a 
significant addition.
	 The names of 2,983 
people will be read at the Na-
tional September 11 Memo-
rial, representing the 2,977 
people killed in the 2001 at-
tacks and six people killed in 
the 1993 World Trade Center 
bombing.
	 The ceremony tradition-
ally observes six moments of 
silence marking the aircraft 
strikes, the collapse of each 
tower, the attack on the Pen-
tagon and the crash of Flight 
93.
	 For the 25th anniversary, 
organizers will add a seventh 
moment of silence. It will 
honor the rescue workers, 
recovery personnel, survi-
vors and Lower Manhattan 
residents who later died 
from illnesses connected to 
toxic exposure at Ground 
Zero.
	 The addition acknowl-
edges that the death toll did 
not end on Sept. 11, 2001.
	 Fires at the World Trade 
Center site burned for more 
than 100 days. Rescue and 
recovery personnel worked 
among nearly 2 million tons 
of debris. 
	 Hundreds of thousands 
of people were exposed to 
contaminants, and more 
than 152,000 are now en-
rolled in the World Trade 
Center Health Program.
	 Thousands have died 
from 9/11-related illnesses. 
Others continue to live with 
cancers, respiratory diseas-
es and psychological inju-
ries tied to what they saw, 

breathed and carried home.
	 The seventh silence will 
recognize their courage and 
remind the country that 
sacrifice can unfold across 
decades.
	 An estimated 100 mil-
lion Americans were either 
born after Sept. 11 or were 
too young to remember 
it. For them, the attacks 
are history rather than 
memory. 
	 The responsibility for 
making that history human 
belongs to those who re-
member, the families who 
still grieve and the com-
munities that continue to 

speak the victims’ names.
	 In Cullman, that re-
membrance can begin with 
one name cut into bronze in 
Lower Manhattan and pre-
served in the words of a St. 
Bernard monk.
	 Paul Talty once lived 
among students in a dor-
mitory here. Years later, 
he climbed into the South 
Tower while others were 
escaping. Twenty-five years 
after his death, the courage 
in that choice still speaks, 
but only if another genera-
tion is willing to listen and 
remember.

9/11 (from Front)

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
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  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055
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Pelt (from Front)

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Wal-
lace State Community Col-
lege will welcome New York 
Times best-selling author 
Shelby Van Pelt on Thurs-
day, Sept. 24, at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Bailey Center Auditori-
um. 
	 Van Pelt is the author 
of “Remarkably Bright 
Creatures,” Wallace State’s 
Common Read selection 
for the 2026-2027 academ-
ic year. The novel has sold 
more than 4 million copies 
and was adapted into a Net-
flix film starring Academy 
Award winner Sally Field, 
which received a 2026 
Emmy Award for Outstand-

ing Movie.  
	 The event is free and open 
to Wallace State students, 
employees and the commu-
nity. A question-and-answer 
session will follow Van Pelt’s 
presentation. 
	 Through the Common 
Read program, a select-
ed book is integrated into 
courses across the college 
to provide students with a 
shared academic experience 
and promote campuswide 
engagement with literacy 
and learning. 
	 English instructor Doran 
Smith said students in En-
glish 101 classes are current-
ly reading the novel and will 
use it as the basis for a liter-
ary analysis essay later this 
semester. 

	 “Parts of the story are 
told from the perspective 
of Marcellus, a giant Pacific 
octopus,” Smith said. “These 
sea creatures have great in-
telligence, so Marcellus dis-
cusses both his own biology 
and foreign relationships of 
humans in a cold or clinical 
manner. His observations 
of Tova and Cameron (the 
novel’s human protagonists) 
are treated with that same 
diagramming language and 
analytical mind.”
	 Smith said that the book 
could also offer opportuni-
ties for discussion in biology, 
psychology and sociology 
courses.
	 Previous Common Read 
selections include “Big Fish: 
A Novel of Mythical Propor-

tions,” “The Art of Racing 
in the Rain,” “The Fault in 
Our Stars,” “The Small and 
Mighty,” “The Noticer” and 
“Callings: The Purpose and 
Passion of Work.” 

Special to The 
Cullman Tribune

WALLACE STATE

did not list a new trial date, 
and the State’s motion was 
marked active and pending.
	 Harrison is charged with 
murder in the July 2024 
shooting death of Dylan 
Bomberry-Wright, 29. He is 
presumed innocent unless 
and until proven guilty.
	 “Accordingly, the Defen-
dant’s Motion to Dismiss 
with Prejudice is DENIED,” 
Johnston wrote in the order 
entered at 11:13 a.m. Sept. 9.
	 Johnston did not with-
draw or cast doubt on her 
earlier determination that a 
mistrial was warranted. She 
said the circumstances in-
volving the defense witness 
identified in the filings as 
K.B. and Ms. Black were rel-
evant to that decision. 
	 The question presented 
by the later motion, however, 
was narrower: whether the 
State acted with the specific 
intent to cause Harrison to 
ask for a mistrial.
	 Under the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s 1982 decision in 
Oregon v. Kennedy, a de-
fendant who requests and 
receives a mistrial ordinarily 
may be tried again. 
	 Retrial is barred only 
when government conduct 
was intended to provoke the 
defendant into seeking the 
mistrial. 
	 Johnston also cited the 
Alabama Supreme Court’s 
decision in Ex parte State, 
known as R.E.D., which re-
quires substantial evidence 
capable of supporting a ra-
tional finding of that intent 
before the issue proceeds to a 
factual determination.
	 “The objective circum-
stances reflected in the 
record do not provide sub-
stantial evidence of that spe-
cific intent,” Johnston wrote.
	 The judge pointed to 
statements prosecutors 
made during the trial that 
they were ready and eager to 
move forward. 
	 When the defense ulti-
mately pressed its mistrial 
request after Black invoked 
her Fifth Amendment priv-
ilege, the State opposed the 
motion and asked that the 
trial continue. 
	 Johnston said the State’s 
opposition did not decide the 
intent question by itself, but 
it was an objective circum-
stance relevant to the legal 
test.
	 Johnston also noted 
that the defense maintained 
its request after she asked 
whether anything short of a 
mistrial would allow Harri-
son to proceed. 
	 Defense counsel repre-
sented that Black possessed 
direct, firsthand knowledge 
that no other witness could 
provide. 
	 Considering the record as 
a whole, Johnston concluded 
the defense had not met the 
substantial-evidence thresh-
old and that retrial was not 
barred.
	 The ruling also denied the 
defense’s alternative request 
for an evidentiary hearing 
into the State’s intent. John-
ston found that the motion 
did not satisfy the threshold 
required for such a proceed-
ing.
	 The defense separately 
argued that the circum-
stances deprived Harrison 
of his constitutional right to 
present a defense and inde-

pendently required dismiss-
al. 
	 Johnston rejected that 
basis as well. She wrote that 
dismissal with prejudice is 
an extraordinary remedy 
and that the defense had not 
established that the disputed 
circumstances would pre-
vent a fair retrial or that any 
resulting prejudice could not 
be addressed through a lesser 
remedy.
	 Johnston declined to 
order the disclosure sought 
by the defense of communi-
cations and other materials 
involving Black, finding that 
disclosure unnecessary to 
decide the motion. 
	 She added that the order 
did not change any preserva-
tion or disclosure duty im-
posed by law, court rule or an 
earlier order.
	 The mistrial arose after 
the State rested its case and 
the defense prepared to call 
Black. 
	 Court records show she 
had received youthful-of-
fender treatment in a sepa-
rate criminal case under an 
agreement requiring full, 
truthful and continuing co-
operation. 
	 During the Harrison trial, 
the State announced that it 
intended to ask the court in 
Black’s separate case to set 
aside or withdraw that adju-
dication based on an alleged 
failure to comply with the 
agreement.
	 Because Black potential-
ly faced legal consequences 
from her testimony, John-
ston appointed independent 

counsel to advise her. 
	 Black then invoked her 
Fifth Amendment privilege 
and did not testify. 
	 The defense said her first-
hand knowledge was central 
to Harrison’s case and that 
no other witness could re-
place her. 
	 Johnston granted Har-
rison’s request for a mistrial 
while reserving the question 
of whether another trial 
would be permitted.
	 Harrison’s attorneys filed 
the motion to dismiss with 
prejudice Sept. 3. The motion 
alleged the State deliberately 
interfered with a central de-
fense witness and caused her 
to invoke her right against 
self-incrimination. 
	 The defense alleged 
Black and her mother had 
been told she would face a 
murder charge if she testi-
fied. It asked Johnston to 
bar a second trial, hold an 
evidentiary hearing, require 
the preservation and disclo-
sure of communications and 
make findings concerning 
prosecutorial misconduct.
	 Cullman County District 
Attorney Champ Crocker 
and Assistant District Attor-
neys Nathan A. Brock and 
Michael Burleson filed the 
State’s 32-page response 
Sept. 8. 
	 They denied that prose-
cutors threatened or sought 
to silence Black. 
	 The response character-
ized the State’s announce-
ment as notice that it might 
seek judicial enforcement of 
her cooperation agreement 

in her own case, where Black 
would be represented and the 
State would bear the burden 
of proving any breach.
	 Prosecutors argued that 
the record contradicted any 
claim that they wanted the 
trial to end. 
	 They said the State had 
promised Black’s testimony 
during opening statements, 
had presented a case that 
survived Harrison’s motion 
for a judgment of acquittal 
and opposed the mistrial. 
	 The response also disput-
ed the defense’s description 
of Black as a necessarily fa-
vorable witness, pointing to 
differing accounts of what 
she said she witnessed. Those 
arguments were the State’s 
position, not independent 
factual findings in Johnston’s 
Sept. 9 order.
	 The State asked Johnston 
not only to deny Harrison’s 
motion but also to expressly 
find that no prosecutorial 
misconduct occurred. 
	 Johnston did not make 
that broader finding. 
	 Her order instead re-
solved the legal questions 
before her: the defense did 
not present substantial evi-
dence that the State specif-
ically intended to provoke a 
mistrial and did not establish 
another basis for dismissing 
the indictment with preju-
dice. 
	 She denied all other re-
quested relief from both 
sides as unnecessary to that 
determination.
	 Harrison remains listed 
as jailed in Alacourt.

Retrial (from Front)
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speak the victims’ names.
	 In Cullman, that re-
membrance can begin with 
one name cut into bronze in 
Lower Manhattan and pre-
served in the words of a St. 
Bernard monk.
	 Paul Talty once lived 
among students in a dor-
mitory here. Years later, 
he climbed into the South 
Tower while others were 
escaping. Twenty-five years 
after his death, the courage 
in that choice still speaks, 
but only if another genera-
tion is willing to listen and 
remember.

Hyper Star, LLC. seeks F/T
Shift Manager to mge op.,
supplies & inv.; supervise
& train employees; assign

job duties & sched.;
perform daily acctg &

bank trans. HS diploma
or its foreign equiv. + 2
yrs exp. in mgmt. 1102
4th St., SW, Cullman, AL

35055

         HIRING         
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DOCUMENT 15

DCM Form C-14 
Revised February 2024 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR COMPLETION 
 
 

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

In accordance with Chapter 1, Title 39, Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended, notice is 
hereby given that, Hernandez Universal Construction, Inc., Contractor, has completed the 
Contract for Construction of North Alabama Agriplex Extension at 1714 Tally Ho Street, 
Cullman, AL 35055 for the State of Alabama and the City of Cullman, Owner(s), and have 
made request for final settlement of said Contract. All persons having any claim for labor, 
materials, or otherwise in connection with this project should immediately notify 5R 
Design, PC, 120 Holmes Ave. NE, Ste 303, Huntsville, AL 35801. 
 
Hernandez Universal Construction, Inc. 
444 Old Trinty Road 
Decatur, AL 35601 
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Obituary Announcements: Sept. 8-9
Ricky ‘Rick’ Owen Nix, 72
Ricky 'Rick' Owen Nix, age 
72, passed away peacefully, 
Sunday, Sept. 6, 2026, at 
CRMC, leaving behind a 
lifetime of memories that will 
be cherished by his family and 
friends. Rick was a graduate 
of Walter E. Stebbins High 
School and was a man who 
found joy in the simple things 
that made life special. He had a 
deep love for all kinds of music 
and was a talented drummer. 
Music was an important part 
of his life, and his love for it 
stayed with him throughout 
the years. Rick took great 
pride in his home and yard. 
He loved working outside, 
keeping his yard beautiful, 
and making sure his home 
was always neat and pretty. 
He took satisfaction in caring 
for the place he called home. A 
true sports fan, Rick rarely met 
a sport he didn't enjoy. He was 
a devoted Atlanta Braves fan, 
loved Alabama football, and 
was a huge sports enthusiast. 
Whether watching a game 
or talking about his favorite 
teams, sports were a big part 
of who he was. Some of Rick's 
happiest memories were 
made at the beach. He loved 
beach vacations and especially 
treasured the father-daughter 
beach trips he shared with 
his daughters. Those special 
trips created memories that 
his daughters will carry with 
them for the rest of their lives. 
Ricky will be remembered for 
his love of music, sports, his 
home and yard, the beach, and 
most importantly, his family. 
His presence will be deeply 
missed, but the memories he 
created with those who loved 
him will live on. A service to 
celebrate Ricky's life will be 
held Friday, Sept. 11, 2026, at 
Cullman Funeral Home, U.S. 
Highway 278 E, Cullman, AL 
35055. The family will receive 
friends from 5-6 p.m. and the 
service will be at 6 p.m. Rick 
was preceded in death by his 
father, Thomas Nix; a sister, 
Carol England and Denise and 
Patricia.   He is survived by his 
mother, Betty Nix; sons, Shawn 
Nix, Jason Keeton; daughters, 
Angela Quintana (Alex), 
Stacey Nix, Erika Nix; brother, 
Roger Nix; grandchildren, 
Tristen Dewberry, Cameron 
Cross, Mackenzy Nix, Landon 
McCoy, Bayleigh Nix, Gage 
Nix; nieces, nephews, family 
and friends. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to serve 
the family.  Friends may 
sign the online guestbook at 
www.cullmanfuneralhome.
com. May he rest peacefully, 
surrounded by the music, 
sunshine, sports, and beautiful 

memories he loved so much.

James Harwell Smith Jr., 85
James (Jimmy) Harwell 
Smith Jr. of Cullman, passed 
away peacefully on Sept. 6, 
2026, at the age of 85.  Jimmy, 
or “Smitty” as he was known 
to many who loved him, was 
a loving husband, father, 
brother, son, and friend to 
all who knew him. He was 
an avid outdoorsman with a 
lifelong love for horses and 
hunting. He also cherished 
his time at the lake, where 
some of his happiest moments 
were spent on Smith Lake, 
making memories with family 
and friends. Jimmy was an 
incredible storyteller. He had 
a gift for telling a story and 
bringing it to life in a way that 
only he could, leaving those 
around him entertained and 
often wanting to hear just one 
more. Whether enjoying the 
outdoors, spending time with 
those he loved, or sharing one 
of his many stories, “Smitty” 
had a special way of making 
those around him feel a part 
of the moment. He grew 
up in Cullman and spent 
many summers visiting his 
grandparents in Tennessee. 
He graduated from Cullman 
High School in 1959 and 
continued his education at 
Florence State University, 
later known as the University 
of North Alabama, where 
he played football and ran 
track. Jimmy was preceded in 
death by his parents, James 
Harwell and Grace Smith. He 
is survived by his wife, Peggy 
Sticher Smith; son, Brad Smith 
(Cheryl); grandsons, Sticher 
and Lane; sister, Deborah 
Cox (Ernie); nephew, Adam 
Kennedy; and niece, Rachel 
Kennedy. In lieu of flowers, 
the family suggests donations 
be made to Hope Horses or a 
local charity of your choice. 
A memorial service was held 
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2026, at 
3 p.m. at Moss Service Funeral 
Home. The family received 
friends from 1-3 p.m. prior 
to the service. Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing.

Holister Lynn 
'Pete' Hughes, 50
Holister Lynn “Pete” Hughes, 
age 50, passed away on Sept. 
2, 2026. Holly was born on 
April 24, 1976, in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. She spent her early 
years there, later living in 
New Orleans and Indiana, 
before eventually settling in 
Alabama. Wherever life took 
her, Holly brought warmth, 
laughter, and a spirit that 
made people feel at home. 
Holly had a deep love for 

her animals and found joy in 
cooking for others. She spent 
time working in restaurant 
kitchens, where she shared 
her passion for food and care 
for others through every 
meal she prepared. She was 
known for her loving and fun 
personality, her quick wit, and 
a sense of humor that could 
brighten even the hardest 
days. Holly was selfless to her 
core—often going without so 
that others could be cared for. 
She truly never met a stranger, 
and those who crossed her 
path were better for knowing 
her. She leaves behind her 
beloved grandparents, 
Rayburn and Lucy Randolph; 
her father, Douglas Hughes 
(Marie Smith); her brother, 
DJ Hughes (Jessica); and her 
cherished niece and nephew, 
Cerilene Roe and Dewey 
Hughes. She is also lovingly 
remembered by several aunts, 
uncles, cousins, and many dear 
friends. Holly was preceded 
in death by her grandmother, 
Nora Brown, and her mother, 
Patricia Hughes. Holly’s 
memory will live on in the 
hearts of all who knew and 
loved her. Her kindness, 
laughter, and giving spirit will 
never be forgotten. Decatur 
Brown Service Funeral 
Home assisting the family.

Solomon Johnson, 89
Funeral Service for Solomon 
Johnson, 89, of Hartselle, will 
be Thursday, Sept. 10, 2026, at 
3 p.m. at Peck Funeral Home 
Chapel with Dr. Ed Hayes 
officiating. Burial will be in 
Hartselle City Cemetery with 
Peck Funeral Home directing. 
Visitation will be Thursday 
from 2 p.m. – 3 p.m. at the 
funeral home. Mr. Johnson 
was born May 14, 1937, in 
Morgan County, Alabama, to 
Howard Alton Johnson and 
Jimmie Lou Holt Johnson. He 
passed away Sunday, Sept. 6, 
2026, at Hanceville Nursing 
and Rehab Center. Soloman 
was preceded in death by his 
parents, wife, Eula Johnson, 
son, Chris Johnson, daughter, 
Leigh Anne Craft. He retired 
from Monsanto after 30 years. 
Soloman was an excellent 
woodworker and made several 
wood instruments. He was 
a longtime Member of West 
Hartselle Baptist Church. 
Soloman loved the outdoors 
and loved to fish. Survivors 
include: Sister-Deborah Jones 
Four Grandchildren-Jacob 
Craft, Hunter Johnson, Leah 
Lawrence, and Noah Johnson. 
Three Great-Grandchildren-
Eliza Johnson, Everlee 
Johnson, and Ellison 
Lawrence. Pallbearers will 

be Trystan Weaver, Tucker 
Montgomery, Jeff Woodruff, 
Ronald Britnell, Brent 
Eaton, and Dave Jones.

Nora Geraldine Prince, 81
Memorial Service for Nora 
Geraldine Prince, age 81 of 
Cullman, will be Monday, 
Sept. 14, 2026, from 4-6 p.m. 
at Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home. Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the family. Mrs. Prince 
passed away on Saturday, Sept. 
5, 2026, at Cullman Regional. 
She was born Sept. 21, 1944, 
to Willis Parks McBrayer and 
Athaleen Lenora McBrayer. 
She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Howard Prince 
and her parents. Survivors 
include her daughters, Tina 
Calloway (Sammy), Pam 
Symon (Eric); sons, Tim 
Alldredge, Michael Alldredge 
and Justin Prince (Brittany); 
a host of grandchildren and 
great grandchildren; her 
faithful companion Pebbles; 
brother, Larry McBrayer.

Danielle ‘Dannie’ 
Racine Skinner, 59
Funeral Service for Danielle 
"Dannie" Racine Skinner, 
age 59 of Oneonta, will be at 
5 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 12, 
2026, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home; Visitation will 
be from 4-5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 12, 2026, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home. 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home is honored to serve the 
family. Mrs. Skinner passed 
away on Sunday, Sept. 6, 2026. 
She was born, Feb. 9, 1967, to 
Jack and Irene Skinner. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents; brothers, Michael 
Ruth, Herman Ruth and John 
David Ruth, and her infant 
twin children. Survivors 
include her daughters, Lacy 
Springer (Marcus), Kaytlyn 
Burney (Cody); sons, Garrhett 
Laparr; grandchildren, 
Zander, Aiden, Jordan, Boaz, 
Clara Mae, Debby Irene 
and Elide Grey-On the Way; 
sister, Kitty Ruth; sister-in-
law, Marion Ruth and a host 
of nieces, nephews, family & 
friends. Her life drastically 
changed when she gave her 
heart to Christ. If the doors 
of any church were open, she 
would be there. She loved her 
children and grandchildren 
immensely. She gave as 
Christ would always helping 
others with a servant's heart.

Jeremy Stevens, 45
Jeremy Stevens, age 45 of 
Vinemont, passed too soon 
from this life on Sunday, 
Sept. 6, 2026, at Cullman 

Regional Medical Center. 
A memorial service will be 
announced and held at a 
later date. Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the family. Jeremy was 
born on Feb. 4, 1981, to Larry 
Stevens and Carolyn Horton. 
He is preceded in death by 
his grandfather, Billy Horton. 
He is survived by his father, 
Larry Stevens (Ludmilla); 
mother, Carolyn Horton; 
son, Cade Stevens (Kendall), 
daughter, Kiley Stevens, 
son, Jace Stevens, daughter 
Shania Stevens, son, Waelynn 
Stevens and daughter Ozzlyn 
Stevens; grandchildren, 
Brantley Stevens and Baby 
Paisley, who is on the way; 
brother, L.C. Stevens. Jeremy 
is remembered by his family 
as "a character". He had a 
distinct personality, and all 
who knew him loved him. 
He will never be forgotten.

Mary Anita Morris, 68
Memorial Service for Mary 
Anita Morris, age 68 of 
Cullman, will be at 11 a.m. 
on Friday, Sept. 11, 2026, at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home with Bro. Tim Aris 
officiating; Visitation will be 
from 10-11 a.m. on Friday, 
Sept. 11, 2026, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home. 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home is honored to serve the 
family. Miss Morris passed 
away on Sunday, Sept. 6, 2026, 
at Cullman Regional. She was 
born, Sept. 9, 1957, in Rossville, 
Georgia, to Andrew Dillard 
and Mary Ellen Williamson 
Morris. She was preceded 
in death by her parents and 
sister Clara Irene Netherton. 
Survivors include her brother, 
Andy Morris; sister, Lynn 
Williams (Randy); brother-
in-law, Roy Netherton and a 
host of nieces, great nieces and 
nephews, family and friends.

Frances ‘Elouise’ 
Richardson, 89
Frances “Elouise” Richardson, 
of Hanceville, Alabama, passed 
away on Sept. 5, 2026, at the 
age of 89. Ms. Richardson was 
born to John Elmer “Jack” 
and Rosalee Duskin Powell 
on Feb. 25, 1937. Ms. Elouise 
is preceded in death by her 
parents; husband, Charles 
Richardson; son, Ricky Royce 
Kelley; and brother and sister-
in-law, Ray and Diane Powell. 
Those left to cherish the many 
memories of Ms. Richardson 
include her daughters, 
Michelle Kelley Willard and 
husband Billy, Patty Kelley 
Wray and husband Wayne; 
brother, Randall Powell; J.C. 
Williamson, who was family 

at heart; sister, Jan Sandlin; 
grandchildren, Michael Wray 
and wife Tonya, Monica 
Willard Salinas and husband 
Brandon, Austin Wray and 
wife Penny, Michael Willard 
and wife Gaby, Jesse Kelley 
and wife Melanie; six great-
grandchildren; and five nieces 
and nephews. Holly Pond 
Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the Richardson family.

Judy Kay Graham, 71
Funeral service will be held on 
Friday, Sept. 11, 2026, at 10 a.m. 
for Judy Kay Graham at Moss 
Service Funeral Home. She 
was born April 3, 1955, to the 
late W.J. and Margaret Hunter. 
She was the faithful wife of 
Wade Graham for almost 54 
years, and the loving mother 
of Mark (Candice) Graham 
and Jonny (Jessica) Graham 
and she thought of Wade’s 
daughter, Sabrina Black as 
her own. Between them they 
had 9 grandchildren, Hunter, 
Jesse, Westen, Jordan, Josiah, 
Sree, Sofiya Graham, and 
Haleigh and Elizabeth Black. 
To all of them she was their 
granny. Also 1 Great grandson 
on the way, Oliver Graham. 
She also leaves behind her 
sister Brenda (Mark) Dixon, 
Brothers – Danny (Boone) 
(Sherrie) Hunter, Michael 
(Mike) (Karen) Hunter along 
with nieces and nephews, 
in-laws, and a host of friends. 
Judy was always a giving 
person, always putting others 
first. Judy knew her Savior and 
knew where she would spend 
eternity. For years Judy served 
as Disaster Relief Coordinator 
for Red Cross in the Cullman 
Area and Rapid Responder for 
Goldridge Fire Department 
and her community. Some 
of Judy’s favorite things 
were spending time with her 
family, she loved flowers and 
working with them. She had 
a way of making things grow. 
Judy loved to sing and had 
a wonderful alto voice and 
sang with a quartet at various 
churches throughout the area 
for some 24 years. Now she 
will be teaching Angels how to 
sing. She will be truly missed 
on this side but we that are 
saved will see her again. Until 
then she will be watching 
over us from on high with 
the Lord Jesus. Conducting 
the service will be Brother 
Phillip Robinson and Brother 
Randy Milligan. Friends are 
invited to join the family for 
visitation on Thursday, Sept. 
10, 2026, at 6 p.m. Judy will be 
laid to rest at Etha Cemetery 
following the service. In lieu 
of flowers you may contribute 
to Etha Cemetery Fund. 

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory
– "Sincere Compassionate Care" –

CULLMAN’S ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN
DIRECT CREMATION $1,695 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

 100% Locally Owned & Operated
by Steve and Hilda Rodgers

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

Walk (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man Hope & Remembrance 
Suicide Awareness Walk will 
bring community members 
together Sunday, Sept. 27, 
to honor lives lost to sui-
cide, support those affected 
and raise awareness of sui-
cide prevention and mental 
health.
	 Registration will open at 
1 p.m., and the walk will begin 
at 2 p.m. at the Veterans Me-
morial Pavilion at Sportsman 
Lake Park, located at 1544 
Sportsman Lake Road in Cull-
man. The event is scheduled 
to continue until 4 p.m.
	 General admission is free, 
but participants are encour-
aged to register in advance 
through The SAM Founda-
tion’s event page.

	 The afternoon will also 
include food trucks, commu-
nity vendors, raffle prizes and 
other activities.
	 Shelly Sartain founded 
the Hope & Remembrance 
Suicide Awareness Walk in 
2021 following the death of 
her nephew, Blaine Smith, on 
Jan. 4, 2020. Smith was a 2018 
graduate of Fort Payne High 
School.
	 According to the event 
page, Sartain made a prom-
ise to honor her nephew’s 
memory by raising awareness 
of suicide prevention and 
working to change the way 
people view mental health.
	 That mission became 
even more personal after Sar-
tain’s son, Jason Barber, died 
by suicide on Feb. 24, 2024. 
Sartain said the memories 
of Blaine and Jason contin-
ue to motivate her efforts to 

reduce the stigma surround-
ing mental health, encourage 
kindness and remind people 
that others may be facing 
struggles that are not imme-
diately visible.
	 The walk is associated 
with The SAM Foundation, an 
Alabama-based nonprofit or-
ganization that works to pre-
vent suicide through public 
awareness and education. 
	 The foundation provides 
suicide prevention resources 
and evidence-based training 
designed to equip community 
members to recognize and re-
spond to someone experienc-
ing a suicidal crisis.
	 Participating event ven-
dors listed on the registra-
tion page include American 
Family Care, Aniah’s Food 
Truck, Bama Boy Boils, Bless 
Your Lemons, Bright Pro-
motions, Da Big Italian LLC, 

Heads Up Prevention/Well-
Stone, Micah Dodd Music, 
Sweet Foam Alabama and The 
County Press Custom Appar-
el & More.
	 The foundation is also 
accepting donations through 
the event page toward a 
$10,000 fundraising goal. As 
of Sept. 8, the campaign had 
raised $4,370.
	 For more information or 
to reserve free admission, visit 
https://samfound.network-
forgood.com/events/98059-
cullman-walk-2026. 
	 Anyone experiencing 
emotional distress or a 
mental health or suicide-re-
lated crisis can call or text 
988 to reach the 988 Suicide 
& Crisis Lifeline. Free, con-
fidential support is available 
around the clock. Online chat 
is available at www.988life-
line.org. 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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Chasady Woods 
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LIST: Upcoming fall events

As summer nears its 
end fall festivals, 
charitable efforts 
and other events 

grow closer. There are so 
many that we have put to-
gether this event calendar 
organized by date so that you, 
your family and friends will 
not miss any of the fun!

SEPTEMBER 

•	 Sept. 10 - Culinary in 
Cullman will be held at The 
Venue at Cotton Creek lo-
cated on 417 Third Ave. SW, 
from 6-10 p.m. Participating 
restaurants will celebrate 
Cullman Restaurant Week 
through Sept. 21.

•	 Sept. 12 - The Link Race 
to Restock is a scavenger 
hunt race through downtown 
Cullman will help provide 
food and support to the local 
community. All proceeds will 
benefit The Pantry at The 
Link. The start and finish is 
at the Desperation Student 
Center at 202 Elizabeth St. 
NE, Cullman.

•	 Sept. 12-13 - Bernard 
Blues & BBQ Art Festival will 
be held from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
St. Bernard, which is located 
on 1600 St. Bernard Dr. SE, 
Cullman. This will feature 
barbeque, musicians, hand-
made art, food vendors and 
more.

•	 Sept. 17 - The Willow Path 
will hold its “Passport Series: 
A Night in the French Quar-
ter” fundraiser at Cotton 
Creek Venue, 417 Third Ave. 
SW, Cullman from 6-10 p.m.

•	 Sept. 19 - Little Leder-
hosen Day at the Cullman 
County Museum, 211 Second 
Ave. NE, Cullman from 10 
a.m.-noon. This kid-friend-
ly event aims to encourage 
the celebration of Cullman’s 
German heritage with food, 
crafts and scavenger hunts.

•	 Sept. 24 - The Cullman 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
will host the Burgermeister 
Ball at The Abbey Byre at St. 
Bernard located at 1600 St 
Bernard Dr., Cullman at 6 
p.m. This will include a three 
course meal from All Steak 
and guests are encouraged to 
come dressed in traditional 
German attire such as leder-
hosen and dirndls.

•	 Sept. 27 – The Oktober-
fest Wine Dinner will be held 
at Jubilee Kitchen and Bar at 
515 Fourth St. SW, Cullman 
at 5:30 p.m. This will feature 
food and carefully selected 
wines with a touch of German 
heritage. 

OCTOBER

•	 Oct. 1 -  Oct. 1- 31 - The 
Cullman Area Literacy Coun-
cil will host its inaugural 
Scarecrow Trail at Heritage 
Park. The family-friendly 
trail is free admission.

•	 Oct. 6 - The Cullman 
County Bosom Buddies 
Foundation will host its 
annual Little Pink Dress ben-
efit at  Stone Bridge Farms 
Venue at 281 County Road 
717, Cullman from 6-9 p.m.

•	 Oct. 24 - Render Aid Al-
abama will host a “Boo” Fes-
tival from 4-8 p.m. at Randall 
Shedd Community Park, 605 
Wesley Ave. N, Fairview. This 

is a free event that will fea-
ture a car show, live music, 
food trucks, hay rides and 
allow a sensory safe area. 

•	 Oct. 24 - Colony Parks & 
Recreation and the Colony 
Volunteer Fire Department 
will host the Colony Hallow-
een Festival at 6:30 p.m. at 
the town's educational com-
plex located on 151 Bryars 
Road, Hanceville. The event 
will include a bounce house, 
vendors, a cake walk and 
more. 

•	 Oct. 27 - WildWater’s 
annual Trunk-or-Treat will 
be held at 1701 Main Ave. SW 
from 5-7 p.m. The event will 
also feature music.

•	 Oct. 29 - Town of West 
Point Trunk or Treat will be 
held at 3990 County Road 
1141, Vinemont. starting at 6 
p.m. This will include candy, 
games, food trucks and, of 
course, costumes. 

•	 Oct. 31 - Beginning at 
5 p.m. the neighborhood of 
Woodland Street Northwest 
will have its annual “Night-
mare on Woodland Street.” 
Multiple families team to-
gether to create interactive 
props, endless candy and a 
street full of Halloween activ-
ities. 

•	 Oct. 31 - Smith Lake 
Park, located at 403 County 
Road 386, will host “Camp-
O-Ween” from noon-8 p.m. 
This will include food trucks, 
trick-or-treating, games, golf 
cart decoration contests and 
more. 

Feel free to send any events 
we may have missed to 
news@cullmantribune.com. 

Staff Reports
Contributor

Festival (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 10th 
annual Bernard Blues & BBQ 
Festival will take place this 
weekend, Sept. 12-13, from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. each day, on the 
grounds of St. Bernard Abbey 
and Prep School.      
	 Along with favorite 
events, this year's festival 
will also feature new activ-
ities, such as art classes, a 
cooking demonstration and 
special commemorative 
items to mark the festival's 
10th anniversary such as a St. 
Bernard coloring book.     
	 Regional musicians will 
perform throughout the 
weekend, including Nathan 
Tate, Elnora Spencer, The 
Charlie Soul Band and Lindy 
Urban, along with a student 
performance.      
	 Guests can also purchase 
artisan goods, including 
handmade pottery, jewelry, 
woven baskets, ceramics, 
stained glass, potted plants 
and more. The food at the 

festival will feature smoked 
chicken, pulled pork, ribs, 
Boston butt, Polish sausage 
and more barbecue than 
ever. Funnel cakes, ribbon 
fries, strawberry waffles, 
fresh-squeezed lemonade 
and baked goods produced 
by the monks will also be of-
fered.      
	 Barbecue lovers will also 
have four new sauces to try 
during this year’s festival. 
The expanded selection 
will give guests even more 
ways to enjoy their favorite 
smoked meats and discover a 
new favorite flavor.       
	 This year's grand prize is 
$10,000, and raffle tickets are 
still available.       
	 The festival will run rain 
or shine. A $10 donation is 
requested at the gate for 
each person 13 years of age 
or older. Those children aged 
12 and under are admitted at 
no cost and free parking will 
be available for all festival 
guests. All the money raised 
will go to St. Bernard Prep 
School. No pets are permit-

ted.     
	 The festival is next to the 
Ave Maria Grotto, which will 
have special weekend admis-
sion pricing. St. Bernard is 
located at 1600 St. Bernard 
Dr. in Cullman.
	 Get more information 
and buy raffle tickets at www.
facebook.com/bernardblue-
sandbbq and www.bernard-
bluesbbq.com. 

Cullman County Public Library Board meeting notes: Sept. 9

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Public Library 
Board met on Sept. 9, 2026. 
	 Donna Speaker donat-
ed $1,000 to the Cullman 
County Library out of grat-
itude. She said, “I wanted to 
show my appreciation to the 
library – the wonderful sort 
of variety of things that we 
have here.”

MEETING NOTES

Book lease program
The program bill for $6,000 
was approved to be paid. 
Cullman County Public Li-
brary System Director Amber 
Thorton noted patrons are 
loving the program and it has 
been a great success.

Updated library card appli-
cation
Due to material selection 
policy and the new location 
of said materials when sub-
mitted to APLS it was advised 
to update card applications to 
allow for these changes. The 
new update will add a con-
sent for parents if they would 
like their child to move more 
freely in the library.

Capital campaign manager 
position
The library board is moving 

forward with its upcoming 
capital campaign, voting to 
post a one-year contract posi-
tion for a campaign director. 
The hybrid, 30-hour-a-week 
role is targeted to start Oct.15, 
working closely with mar-
keting agency Good Grit to 
manage campaign operations 
and community outreach.

CD opening
Thornton spoke with Chris 
Manning with Edward 
Jones and was assured they 
could open an account with 
them and be given the high-
est interest rate for a CD. 
The previous CD account 
with Alabama Credit Union 
was closed and a check for 
$5,641.29 was acquired. 
Adding these funds to the new 
CD with Edward Jones would 
be a total of $29,343.79. The 
board approved to go with a 
two-year plan at 4.25%.

Reading and library card 
report
In last month's meeting the 
Board announced the library 
had 267,000 minutes read 
this summer from mid-May 
to Aug. 11. It also noted it 
had issued 200 library cards 
a month. “We’re seeing all 
kinds of people coming in, 
just an influx.” The book-
mobile continues to be busy, 
seeing about 340 children.

Grants

The historical society donat-
ed $500 to buy more history 
books. The library is also 
working on its Lowe’s grant 
for the outdoor area. It re-
ceived the grant from Lowe’s 
for $50,000. The Board has 
met with the Lowe’s team and 
with Yearwood Construction, 
along with ProWorx, to find 
furniture that would match 
any style they decide to go 
with. “We want to go ahead 
and create this space for 
people to enjoy, but we also 
want to be able to use this and 
then just expand on it with a 
new building.” 
	 The library received an 
RCMB grant to purchase a 
cart of laptop computers for 
$15,000; those funds will be 
released on Oct. 1. 
	 The Board said it was 
thrilled about this new op-
portunity because it allows 
them to bring monthly, spe-
cialized workshops directly 
to the community. 
	 Right now, they are also 
in the middle of their second 
digital literacy session with 
12 active participants. 
	 “It is wonderful to host 
them right here in our own 
room, and we are so grateful 
to the Wallace Workforce 
Center for lending us the 
extra tables to make everyone 
fit and feel welcome.”

The next Board meeting is 
Oct. 22, at 1 p.m. at the library. 
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Left to right are Drew Green, Martha Williams, Jill Meggs, Amber 
Thornton, Donna Speaker, Brooke Desnoes and Tanya Allcorn

Emily McMunn
emily@cullmantribune.com

The Link holding volunteer orientation Sept. 10

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Link of Cullman County is 
holding a volunteer orienta-
tion on Thursday, Sept 10, at 
5:30 p.m. in classroom No. 3 
at 708 Ninth St. SE. The ori-
entation offers a chance for 
aspiring volunteers to talk 
through ways they can serve 
and make an impact on local 
families. 
	 Organizers advise that 
anyone can help serve by 
possibly leading a parenting 
class, mentoring students or 
finding other opportunities 
to help local families.
	 They advise that if you’re 
looking for a hands-on way 

to plug in with supporting 
our community's children, 
“VIPS is a great place to start. 
Valued, Inspired, Prepared 
Students, our school-based 
mentoring program, kicks 
off at the end of September 
and could be the perfect fit 
for you. VIPS mentors meet 
weekly with the same student 
or small group to encourage, 
support and build meaning-
ful relationships in both our 
county and city schools.” 
	 If mentoring isn’t the best 
fit, there are other opportuni-
ties. The Link also regularly 
accepts monetary items and 
food donations to support 
community demands.
	 The orientation aims to 
introduce those on the fence 

about how to become active 
in the community; partici-
pants can have an in-depth, 
in-person discussion about 
the time and effort it will re-
quire. 
	 Pizza will be served and 
any who are interested in 
attending are encouraged 
to sign up at https://tinyurl.
com/LinkVolunteerInterest.
	 The Link wrote, “Wheth-
er volunteering with The 
Pantry, mentoring in local 
schools, or teaching a person-
al pathway class, our volun-
teers are the heartbeat of The 
Link. By sharing your time, 
skills, and compassion, you 
can help strengthen families 
and meet real needs in our 
community.“

Chasady Woods
chasady@cullmantribune.com

ST. BERNARD

The 10th annual Bernard 
Blues & BBQ Festival will 
take place Sept. 12-13, 2026.


