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September 25th
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2026 GMC 
Sierra
1500 SLT

5.3L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
10 Speed Automatic

ProGrade Trailering System
X31 Off-Road Package

SAVE
$15,000!

STK# 70627

NOW $54,369
WAS $68,570

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL AND REGIONAL CUSTOMERSTHANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL AND REGIONAL CUSTOMERS

FOR MAKING BILL SMITH 2025 DEALER OF THE YEAR!FOR MAKING BILL SMITH 2025 DEALER OF THE YEAR!

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL AND REGIONAL CUSTOMERS
FOR MAKING BILL SMITH 2025 DEALER OF THE YEAR!

PATCHY FOG THEN
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WEATHER
96 70

SOURCE: WEATHER.GOV
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Be proactive and prepare with vaccines, 
protect you and your family.

MONDAY–FRIDAY: 7:30 AM–6:00 PM SATURDAY: 7:30 AM–2:00 PM

Flu Shots available now!

ANGIE VEAL RPH        KATIE WILLIAMS PHARMD        ANGIE MCKINNEY PHARMD

now serving
12 flavors

of hershey’s
ice cream,
 including
sugar free!

256-737-1330

AmFirst completes Cullman branch 
rebuild, celebrates reopening

CULLMAN, Ala. — AmFirst 
marked the completion of its 
rebuilt Cullman branch Sept. 
10, celebrating a new facility 
at 300 Fourth Ave. SW with 
employees, community lead-
ers and representatives of the 
Cullman Area Chamber of 
Commerce. 
 The project replaced the 
credit union’s previous build-
ing rather than simply updat-
ing its interior.
 Employees continued 
serving members from a 
temporary branch on the 
same property while the old 
facility was demolished and 
its replacement constructed, 
according to AmFirst. 
 An August 2025 an-
nouncement from the credit 
union placed the start of con-

struction in June of that year. 
 At the time, AmFirst said 
the project would provide 
additional office space, ATMs 
accessible by vehicle and new 
safe deposit boxes. 
 The improvements were 
intended to accommodate 
the branch’s growth and 
make service more conve-
nient for members. 
 The project also appeared 
in a September 2025 con-
struction permit report. 
 Michael Seale’s Sept. 29 
article for Hville Blast, using 
information compiled by 
Report Construction LLC, 
listed a Sept. 25 permit for 
the property with a valuation 
of $2.875 million. 
 Sykes Weaver LLC was 
identified as the builder. That 
figure represents the report-
ed permit valuation, not a 
confirmed final project cost. 

Reinvestment in Cullman
AmFirst President and CEO 
Kevin Morris traced the 
credit union’s commitment 
to Cullman to 1979. 
 In the reopening an-
nouncement, he pointed to 
the community’s growth and 
the institution’s participation 
in downtown improvements 
as important parts of its role 
as a community-chartered 
credit union. 
 Cullman Mayor Woody 
Jacobs also connected the 
rebuild to investment in the 
surrounding area. 
 In remarks included in 
AmFirst’s announcement, 
Jacobs said establishing a 
district can encourage prop-
erty owners to make im-
provements, and he thanked 
the credit union for investing 
early in that process. 
 During construction, 

Cullman Branch Manager 
Daniel Boggan said the new 
facility would create op-
portunities to broaden the 
branch’s local involvement.

Community connections
The Tribune’s archives doc-
ument AmFirst’s involve-
ment with local schools, in-
cluding its partnership with 
Cullman County Schools 
to recognize teachers and 
staff. 
 The credit union pro-
vides a $100 gift card to 
each employee selected for 
the monthly recognition 
program. The partnership 
recognizes work taking 
place both in classrooms 
and in the support positions 
that keep schools operating. 
 The branch rebuild was 
completed during AmFirst’s 
90th anniversary

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Holly Pond 
Town Council 
votes to surplus 
water tower 

CHASADY WOODS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Left to right are Councilmen 
Eli Howard, Ricky Carr and 
Paul Brown; Mayor Carla 
Hart; Town Clerk Connie 
Moore; Councilwoman 
Deborah Holcomb and 
Councilman Dwight Kidd 
at the Holly Pond Town 
Council meeting on Monday, 
Sept. 14, 2026. » PAGE 12

Listerhill Credit Union’s 
Cullman branch moves 
to brand new location

LISTERHILL CREDIT UNION

Listerhill Credit Union has 
opened a new branch at 702 
Industrial Dr. 
SW in Cullman. » PAGE 4

AmFirst marked the completion of its rebuilt Cullman branch Sept. 10, 2026, celebrating a new facility at 300 Fourth 
Ave. SW with employees, community leaders and representatives of the Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce.

JANET CHANDLER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Breaking down the City of Cullman’s $158.8M FY2027 budget

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man City Council on Sept. 
14, adopted a $158.8 million 
budget for fiscal year 2027, 
including a $58.4 million 
General Fund that is approx-
imately 1.3% smaller than the 
current-year budget.
 City Clerk Wes Moore 

said no figures were changed 
between the Aug. 30 budget 
presentation and the coun-
cil’s Sept. 14 adoption. The 
city also provided a 42-page 
line-item worksheet contain-
ing revenues and expendi-
tures for each fund.
 The budget takes effect 
Oct. 1.
 City Council President 
Kim Hall said the council 

focused on maintaining city 
services while investing in 
infrastructure, completing 
previously approved projects 
and supporting city employ-
ees.
 “Our goals were to priori-
tize the continuation of qual-
ity services for the citizens, 
ensure enhanced infrastruc-
ture projects are taking place, 
budget for the completion of 

previously approved capital 
projects and provide support 
and benefits for our employ-
ees,” Hall said.

The adopted budget in-
cludes:
• $158,775,893 in total ap-
propriations across all city 
funds
• $58,427,213 for the Gen-
eral Fund

• $25,467,000 for the Water 
Fund
• $11,465,000 for the Sewer 
Fund

The FY2026 amended Gener-
al Fund budget is $59,186,795. 
The FY2027 General Fund is 
$759,582 lower, a reduction 
of approximately 1.3%.
 That comparison resolves 
d i s c r e p a n c i e s 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
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WSCC

– SPORTS –

Wallace State 
volleyball 

defeats Snead 
State in four sets

» PAGE 4
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YOUTH FOOTBALL PREVIEW

Four county 
matchups headline 
Week 5 slate » PAGE 4

Cullman City Schools 
ranks No. 2 in Alabama 
in percentage of 
National Board 
Certified 
Teachers » PAGE 8
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2026 GMC 
Sierra
1500 SLT

5.3L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
10 Speed Automatic ProGrade Trailering System

X31 Off-Road Package

SAVE
$15,000!

STK# 70627

NOW $54,369
WAS $68,570

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL AND REGIONAL CUSTOMERSTHANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL AND REGIONAL CUSTOMERS

FOR MAKING BILL SMITH 2025 DEALER OF THE YEAR!FOR MAKING BILL SMITH 2025 DEALER OF THE YEAR!

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL AND REGIONAL CUSTOMERS
FOR MAKING BILL SMITH 2025 DEALER OF THE YEAR!

2026 Buick
Enclave Avenir

2.5L Turbo Engine
3rd Row Seating

22" Alloy Wheels
Speed-Sensing Steering

SAVE
$11,000!

STK# 64207

NOW $55,409
WAS $65,610

SLIGHT CHANCE SHOWERS THEN 
CHANCE T-STORMS

WEATHER
91 66

SOURCE: WEATHER.GOV
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101 Commercial St. SE
Hanceville, AL 35077

Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Contact Us

www.hancevilledrug.com

256-352-4110

Saying yes to hope – Cullman 
Savings Bank invests in 

Hope Horses covered arena

CULLMAN, Ala. — Some-
times, dreams don’t have to 
feel so far away, and Hope 
Horses is one step closer to 
their dream of expanding 
its facilities thanks to a new 
arena sponsorship from Cull-
man Savings Bank in support 
of the nonprofit's Grow Hope 
Capital Campaign.
	 “This partnership rep-

resents so much more than 
an investment in our facility. 
It’s an investment in the chil-
dren and adults who depend 
on Hope Horses and the ther-
apeutic benefits of equine-as-
sisted services,” said Kelsey 
Scott, executive director 
of Hope Horses. “With the 
support of Cullman Savings 
Bank, we’ll be able to make 
significant improvements to 
our riding arena, including 
expanding it from a partially 

covered arena to a fully cov-
ered riding space. Their sup-
port will also help us make 
improvements and maintain 
the arena so it remains a safe, 
dependable and welcoming 
place for our participants, 
families, volunteers, staff 
and, of course, our horses.”
	 The improvements are 
particularly important for 
Hope Horses, which provides 
therapeutic equine services 
year-round. A fully covered 

arena will provide greater 
protection from Alabama's 
heat, rain and other weather 
conditions that can interfere 
with lessons and program-
ming.
	 With participants at the 
forefront of the project, the 
arena will be much more than 
a place to ride. Hope Horses 
uses equine-assisted services 
to help children and adults 
work toward individual goals, 
including building 

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

Walmart’s Cullman 
Distribution Center 
modernization 
continues with 
$29.5M permit

NOAH GALILEE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The permit is the latest 
substantial construction 
activity associated with the 
distribution center during 
Walmart’s ongoing $350 
million modernization of the 
Cullman operation. » PAGE 5

Tickets on sale now 
for United Way’s 
Designer Bag Bingo, 
coming Nov. 12

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Some of the bags up for 
grabs at the 2022 Designer 
Bag Bingo event » PAGE 6

NOAH GALILEE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Link of Cullman County will celebrate its accreditation and 
membership in the Alabama Network of Family Resource Centers 
on Sept. 25, 2026, at 10 a.m. at 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman.

Cullman Savings Bank partnered with Hope Horses through its sponsorship of the nonprofit's planned covered 
arena expansion. (From left to right: Ashleigh Curl, Allison Curl, John Riley – president of Cullman Savings Bank, 
Kelsey Scott, T’aira Ugarkovich, Mariah Miles and Lauren Koller. On the horse: Cailynne Huddleston)

HOPE HORSES, INC.

The Link to celebrate Family Resource 
Center accreditation Sept. 25

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Link 
of Cullman County will cel-
ebrate its accreditation and 
membership in the Alabama 
Network of Family Resource 
Centers on Sept. 25, at 10 a.m. 
at 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman.

	 Executive Director Me-
lissa Betts said having the 
Family Resource Center is a 
first for The Link. 
	 “We have been serving 
Cullman County since 2013, 
but over the past year we have 
been intentionally working 
toward becoming an accred-
ited Family Resource Center 

and joining the Alabama 
Network of Family Resource 
Centers,” Betts said. “The 
Family Resource Center 
movement in Alabama has a 
much longer history. Marsha 
Folsom helped establish Ala-
bama’s first Family Resource 
Center in the 1990s while 
her husband, Jim 

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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– SPORTS –

Addison, Cold 
Springs stay 

unbeaten as 5 
local teams earn 

region wins
» PAGE 4

» PAGE 5

Cullman County 
Master Gardeners 
5th annual Youth Art 
Contest happening 
now » PAGE 2

Goatoberfest returns 
to Goat Island Brewing 
Sept. 26 » PAGE 5

2026 Move Over MS Walk 
set for Oct. 17; 
Register for free » PAGE 3
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CULLMAN, Ala. — North 
Central Neurology Associ-
ates, in partnership with the 
Joanne P. LaGanke MS Center 
and MS Views and News, will 
host the 2026 Move Over MS 
Walk on Saturday, Oct. 17, 
from 8 a.m.-noon, on the Olive 
Street side of Heritage Park in 
Cullman. The free event will 
raise awareness and support 
for individuals and families 
affected by multiple sclerosis.
	 “This walk is more than 
just an event, it is an oppor-
tunity for our community 
to come together in support 
of friends, family members, 
neighbors and patients whose 
lives have been impacted 
by multiple sclerosis,” said 
Debbie Simonsen, office man-
ager for North Central Neurol-
ogy Associates. “We are proud 
to partner with MS Views and 
News to raise awareness, pro-
vide resources and offer hope 
to those living with MS.”

Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Sept. 21

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Sept. 21, 2026. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
Sept. 17
•	 possession of controlled 
substances; possession of 
drug paraphernalia; CR 1544
•	 harassment; Lions Park 
Rd.
•	 trafficking drugs; posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
Hwy. 157
•	 theft of property; CR 601
•	 harassing communica-
tions; CR 573
•	 possession of controlled 
substances; possession of 
drug paraphernalia; Mitchell 
Rd.

Sept. 18
•	 theft of property; Main St. 
NE Hanceville
•	 violation of protection 
order; CR 19
•	 theft of property; CR 109
•	 theft of property; Main St. 
NW Hanceville
•	 theft of property; CR 244
•	 domestic violence; Hwy. 
91
•	 possession of controlled 
substances; possession of 
drug paraphernalia; CR 490

Sept. 19
•	 possession of controlled 
substances; CR 1807
•	 possession of controlled 
substances; possession of 
drug paraphernalia; CR 730
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia; I65NB MM 318

Sept. 20
•	 harassment; Hwy. 91
•	 harassing communica-
tions; CR 466
•	 domestic violence; I65NB 

EX 291
•	 burglary; Hwy. 69N
•	 kidnapping; interference 
with custody; US. 31

ARRESTS
Sept. 17-20
Black, Calvin J.; 19
•	 DUI (alcohol)
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Burditus, Joshua E.; 41
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia (2 counts)
•	 FTA – burglary-resi-
dence-force
•	 FTA – possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA – illegal possession 
of prescription drugs

Clements, Charlie E.; 54
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Colburn, Dakota C.; 31
•	 FTA – failure to register 
vehicle
•	 FTA – operating vehicle 
without insurance 
•	 FTA – operating vehicle 
with expired tag

Dill, Kelly; 47
•	 violation of a domestic vi-
olence protection order

Doyle, Roger L.; 40
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Dunn, Cristie A.; 58
•	 obstruction-governmen-
tal operations

Gilbert, Richard L.; 51
•	 DUI (controlled sub-
stances)

Hall, Justin T.; 37
•	 kidnapping-to interfere 
with government-minor
•	 kidnapping-interference 
with custody

Hamilton, Roy Z.; 26
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Haynes, David A.; 55
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – attempting to elude 
a police officer
•	 FTA – resisting arrest

Hays, Cody N.; 37
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Howard, Amber A.; 33
•	 assault-child abuse-sim-
ple-family

Johnson, Jeffrey D.; 52
•	 buying/receiving stolen 
property, $1500 or more

Jones, Christopher B.; 30
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – theft-miscellaneous
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – theft of lost proper-
ty-3rd degree
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – illegal possession/
use of a credit/debit card (2 
counts)

Jones, Jeffery D.; 56
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Kizzire, Joshua R.; 44
•	 FTA – possession stolen 
property, less than $500

Lovett, Steven A.; 38
•	 drug trafficking
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

McKinnon, Roger K.; 28
•	 PROBATION VIOLA-
TION – tampering with phys-
ical evidence
•	 burglary-residence-force

Millar, Ronnie R.; 44
•	 kidnapping-to interfere 
with government-minor
•	 kidnapping-interference 
with custody

Miller, Wayne C.; 35
•	 possession of metham-

phetamine

Nelson, Andrea M.; 34
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine

Quick, Alexander D.; 32
•	 GJ – theft-shoplifting
•	 FTA – theft-shoplifting
•	 FTA – assault-simple as-
sault
•	 FTA – possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Schofield, Alexis C.; 23
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 FTA – assault-child 
abuse-simple-family
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – promote prison 
contraband (drugs)

Thomas, Melissa G.; 35
•	 public intoxication

Weeks, Christopher J.; 48
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 BAIL JUMPING 2 – 
theft-firearms

Wimbs, Avery N.; 28
•	 FTA – driving while li-
cense suspended

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Sept. 14
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree; fraudulent use of 
credit/debit card; Provision 
2, LLC; cash, miscellaneous 
charges

Sept. 15
•	 criminal mischief-2nd 
degree; person/Southern 
Siding; damaged tires; $660; 
2nd St. SW

Sept. 16
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wild Thang; miscel-

laneous; $30; 2nd Ave. SW
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree; person; ’02 Chev. Sil-
verado; $3,500; Fuller St. SW

Sept. 17
•	 menacing; person

Sept. 18
•	 leaving the scene of an 
accident; person; damaged to 
’24 Chev. Equinox; $100; 2nd 
Ave. SW
•	 theft of property-3rd 
degree; person; purse & con-
tents; Cherokee Ave. SW

Sept. 19
•	 theft of property-2nd 
degree; person; tablet; $1,500
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree – harassment; person

ARRESTS
Sept. 15-19
Bevington, Brian A.; 59
•	 FTA – possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA – carrying brass 
knuckles
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Davis, Geraud C.; 23
•	 attempted theft of prop-
erty-1st degree
•	 possessing forged instru-
ment-3rd degree

Glispie, Howard B.; 41
•	 FTA – run stop sign

Boone, Timothy A.; 31
•	 FTA – driving without li-
cense
•	 FTA – expired tag

Edwards, Alexis B.; 34
•	 FTA – insurance violation
•	 FTA – driving while sus-
pended

Fossett, Asa H.; 20
•	 attempt to elude

Radilla, Sarah C.; 43
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree
•	 FTA – criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree

Fuller, Christopher M.; 50
•	 DUI

Copeland, Zachary G.; 34
•	 DUI

Czompoly, Johnathan L.; 36
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 tampering with physical 
evidence

Figgs, Michael A.; 34
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

Lee, David J.; 24
•	 disorderly conduct

Martz, Koltin C.; 25
•	 possession of controlled 
substances
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Brown, Dakota C.; 36
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Koloski, Juliaunna R.; 28
•	 chemical endangerment 
of child

Suttles, Kendrick O.; 27
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

Coots, Anthony H.; 32
•	 FTA – insurance violation
•	 FTA – driving while sus-
pended
•	 FTA – fail to register vehi-
cle

Wimbs, Avery N.; 28
•	 FTA – theft of proper-
ty-4th degree
•	 FTA – driving without li-
cense

Jones, Christopher B.; 30
•	 FTA – receiving stolen 
property-4th degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday 
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Master 
Gardeners fifth annual 
Youth Art Contest is hap-
pening now, with submis-
sions due by Friday, Oct. 2, 
at 4 p.m. 
	 Cullman County Exten-
sion Director Kira Sims, 
who also advises the Cull-
man County Master Gar-
deners, said participation 
in the art contest has in-
creased each year. She said 
the Master Gardeners host 
more events each year, but 
this is the primary youth 
activity. 
	 “They also host two 
plant sales in the spring 
and one in the fall (except 
this year) as a fundraiser,” 
Sims said. “They assist with 
garden-related activities 
with the Extension includ-
ing helping with crop regis-
tration at the county fair.” 
	 In fact, she said, crop 
registration is how the art 
contest began.
	 “The Master Garden-
ers' involvement with the 
county fair sparked the 
idea to get more kids par-
ticipating in fair activities 
(besides the rides),” Sims 
explained. “Not everyone 
has a garden, but many kids 
love to draw. The art con-
test has a different garden 
theme each year, and this 
year it is house plants and 
mushrooms. There are 
a few rules to follow, but 
there is an opportunity for 
cash prizes for the first-, 
second- and third-place 
winners of each grade! It 
is also a great opportunity 
for youth to learn about 
new plants — and fungi this 

year —because they have 
to write a few facts about 
what they draw.”
	 The art contest is open 
to youth in grades 1-6. 
	 “They need to select a 
house plant or mushroom 
to draw and research a few 
facts about,” Sims said. 
“The Master Gardeners 
have provided a drawing 
sheet to use, along with 
all the instructions on our 
page. Some teachers are 
getting their students in-
volved in the classroom, 
but any age-eligible youth 
can participate and work 
on the project at home.”
	 The drawings are due 
at the Extension Office by 
Friday, Oct. 2, at 4 p.m. (or 
can be turned in before). 
	 “Many of the drawings, 
including the winners, will 
be displayed at the Cullman 
County Fair (Oct. 15-24),” 
she said, “and we encour-
age youth that participated 
to go find their drawing.”
	 Drawings can be picked 
up from the Cullman 
County Extension Office 
after the fair. 
	 “This is a wonderful 
event for kids to participate 
in the fair and learn about 
plants without having a 
garden,” said Sims. “It is 
also an event many kids in 
the same family can partic-
ipate in since the age range 
is so wide. We hope to see a 
lot of entries this year.”
	 For questions or to 
obtain drawing pages or in-
structions, call the Exten-
sion Office at 
	 256-737-9386 or email 
Kira Sims at kira.sims@
auburn.edu.
	 See the contest rules at 
www.aces.edu/go/artcon-
test. 

Contest (from Front)
Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr

CChhaassaaddyy  WWooooddss  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
LLaauurreenn  EEsstteess  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

EEmmiillyy  MMccMMuunnnn  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
GGaauuggee  DDaayy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

LLiizz  TTaannkkeerrsslleeyy  --  GGrraapphhiicc  DDeessiiggnn//RReeppoorrtteerr
SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --  JJVV  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr

RRhhoonnddaa  RRiicchhiiee  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt
HHeeaatthheerr  TTuubbbbss  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Grace Episcopal Church 
Cheeseball Sales are Un-
derway! Place Your Holi-
day Order by Oct. 5.
The Grace Episcopal 
Church Women are cur-
rently selling their pop-
ular cheeseballs for the 
holidays! This year we are 
offering nine cheeseball 
flavors. Orders must be 
placed by Monday, Oct. 5, 
2026. You may place your 
order by going to www.
gracechurch.org where you 
can order online or print 
out an order form to mail 
in. You can also call the 
church office 256-734-6212 
on Tuesday, Wednesday or 
Thursday between 9 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. to place your 
order. Cheeseballs will be 
ready for pickup on Thurs-
day, Nov. 19, at Grace Epis-
copal Church. All proceeds 
from our cheeseball project 
go to outreach including 
Committee on Church Co-
operation (CCC), the Good 
Samaritan Health Clinic, 
The Pilot Light Home, 
The Willow Path (former-
ly Victim Services), Hope 
Horses, Cullman Caring 
for Kid and Wallace State 
Campus Ministries.

PUBLIC NOTICE
• The Cullman County Spe-
cial Education Program is 
seeking to locate children 
with disabilities ages 0-21 
within the Cullman County 
School District. Ages 0-3 
call Kristie Smith, 256-734-
3253. Ages 3-21 call Katie 
Meigs, Special Education 
Coordinator, 256-739-
0486, Ext 2.
• The system is also seek-
ing to locate intellectually 
gifted and talented chil-
dren, with the emphasis on 
second-grade students.
• Contact Special Educa-
tion Coordinator Katie 
Meigs at 17600 U.S. High-
way 31 N, Cullman, Al 
35058.

The Poetry of Recovery: 
Recovery Support Group
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. 
at 514 Cleveland Ave. SW 
in Cullman. Facebook/The 
Poetry of Recovery. Con-
tact Jeff at 727-542-6413 or 
John at 256-636-0612.

Cullman County Histori-
cal Society Meetings
We meet the fourth Sunday 
of the month from 2-4 p.m. 
at the North Alabama Agri-
plex Heritage Building. 
Each meeting features a 
specific program or speak-
er. Join us!

Attention Senior Citi-
zens
• If you are 60 or over, 
please come to the Cull-
man Senior Center at 1539 
Sportsman Lake Road NW 
and have some fun with us 
and eat lunch. Good fun, 
good friends and good food. 
Different things going on 
Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m.-noon.
• Volunteers needed to de-
liver meals to homebound. 
Call Commission on Aging 
for info. 256-734-1241.  

Cullman County Repub-
lican Women Monthly 

Meetings
Second Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Cullman VFW. President 
Cathi Bradford: “We are 
going to begin training to 
track legislation in Mont-
gomery. If you need infor-
mation, you can directly 
message me on Facebook.” 
Full meals at 5:30. Meetings 
start at 6. 

The Crossing Food Bank
The Crossing is open on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon and 1-3:30 
p.m. We are located at 1503 
Second St. SW, Cullman (in 
the Housing Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Sup-
port Group Meetings
Third Tuesday of every 
month, from 10-11:30 a.m., 
at the Alabama Career 
Center, 1201 Katherine St. 
NW in Cullman. Contact 
Olivia Wade, case manager, 
at 256-389-2502.  

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each 
month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at the old Baileyton fire 
station next to the town’s 
park. Beauty and health 
products, toys, home goods, 
pet items, food and many 
everyday items. A donation 
of $20 will allow a shopper 
to fill up a bag, and for $40 
a shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require a 
larger donation. There will 
be some restrictions and 
product limits on the items. 
Cash and checks accepted. 
Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has 
open AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at 
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340
                                                                                                                            
Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Naza-
rene, 5415 Alabama High-
way 157. CLOSED literature 
study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
the Donald E. Green Adult 
Active Center, 1625 Cleve-
land Ave. SW. The first 
meeting is free. TOPS, a na-
tional program, is a hands-
on/pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly meet-
ings providing information, 
accountability, support 
and encouragement where 
you make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a world-
wide fellowship for those 
affected by someone else’s 
addiction. We offer Help 

by sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope 
by letting others know 
that they are not alone by 
practicing the 12 Steps of 
NAR-ANON and changing 
our own attitudes. We Re-
spect Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious 
one, but a spiritual way of 
life. Meetings will be held at 
The Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings 
at 6 p.m. Contact Jamie 
Weathersby Smith 256-
708-7122 or Don or Nancy 
McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more 
information. 

Cullman Al-Anon Meet-
ings 
The Al-Anon Family 
Groups are a fellowship of 
friends and family whose 
lives have been affected by 
alcoholism. The Cullman 
Serenity Al-Anon Group 
meets each Monday at noon 
at 1519 St. Joseph Dr. NE. 
There is also a Zoom meet-
ing each Tuesday at noon. 
The Courage to Change Al-
Anon Family Group meets 
on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at 
Grace Episcopal Church at 
305 Arnold St. NE in the 
Carriage House, located 
between the church and 
the Arnold House on the 
corner. For more informa-
tion call 256-734-2231 or 
256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Alpha Delta Kappa Invi-
tation
• Are you a woman edu-
cator looking to connect, 
grow, serve, and make a dif-
ference? We want to invite 
you to contact our local 
Cullman chapters Alpha 
Theta or Beta Delta. Alpha 
Delta Kappa is a national 
honorary organization of 
more than 25,000 women 
educators who share a 
commitment to valuing all 
people and promoting qual-
ity education.
• Build lifelong friendships
• Connect with educators 
who share your passion
• Grow through leadership 
and professional opportu-
nities
• Serve your school, com-
munity and beyond 
• Celebrate the important 
work of women educators
• Your dedication to edu-
cation matters. Your voice 
matters. You belong with 
us.
• For more information 
contact President of Alpha 
Theta Laurita Hogland 
256-531-2298 or Presidents 
of Beta Delta Rhonda Van-
zant 256-708-7980 or Lisa 
Hullett 256-962-4252.

Church Services: Spirit 
Life Church 
• 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, 
Cullman
• 256-739-3326
• spiritlifechurchcull-
man@gmail.com

• FB-Spirit Life Church 
Cullman
• Wednesday, Sept. 23 – 7 
p.m. Children and youth 
classes.  Adult worship, 
teaching and testimonies 
in the sanctuary. Free pizza 
at 6:30. Van runs in the 5 
Points Area 5:15-5:30. Call 
Aimee at 256-841-2060 for 
pickup. 
• Friday, Sept. 25 – Cele-
brate Recovery. Fellowship 
and testimonies. Hurts, 
habits and hang-ups are 
a part of everyone's life. 
Come and see how to over-
come these and more! 
Dinner at 6 p.m. Meeting 
starts at 6:30. Childcare 
provided. 
• Sunday, Sept. 27 – 8:15 
a.m. Van runs in 5 Points 
Area. Call Betty Hays at 
256-338-3728 for pickup. 
Breakfast at 9:30. Bible 
study classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10. 
Praise and worship and 
message by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd at 11. 

Shirley Burden Public Li-
brary in Hanceville
• The library is open Tues-
day-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
(closed from noon-1 p.m.) 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Join us on Facebook 
for weekly details or please 
feel free to call us at 256-
352-0685. Follow Face-
book/Hanceville Public 
Library for event details. 
• Wednesday, Sept. 23, 10 
a.m. Storytime with Susan 
Melton "Ten Red Apples" 
by Pat Hutchins
• Wednesday, Sept. 30, 10 
a.m. Children’s book club 
and storytime with Briana 
Taylor and Angelyn Riggs, 
children’s book club
• October-November, reg-
ular Wednesday 10 a.m. 
storytime continues. Please 
visit the Facebook page for 
weekly detailed informa-
tion.
• Adult book club meets 
monthly- Saturday, Sept. 19, 
Oct. 17, at 10 a.m. 
• Saturday, Nov. 7, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Mud Creek Festival 
BOOK SALE 
• Library will be closed on 
Nov. 11 in honor of Veterans 
Day
• We are looking for com-
munity volunteers to read 
storytime on Wednesdays. 
Contact Teresa Rivera for 
details. Volunteers make 
our library successful, so 
we thank our local commu-
nity.

Cullman County Fair 
Parade 
Saturday, Sept. 26, at 2 p.m. 
U.S. Highway 31, from Sev-
enth Street Southwest to 
Arnold Street Northwest.

Sacred Heart Church 
German Dinner
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 4-7 
p.m. in the Sacred Heart 
Church gym. Traditional 
German food, $15 per plate. 
Dine in or take out.

Little Pink Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 6-9 
p.m. at The Venue at Stone 
Bridge Farms. Tickets on 
sale now! www.cullmanbo-
sombuddies.com/service/
little-pink-dress-event 

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

CULLMAN, Ala. — North 
Central Neurology Associ-
ates, in partnership with the 
Joanne P. LaGanke MS Center 
and MS Views and News, will 
host the 2026 Move Over MS 
Walk on Saturday, Oct. 17, 
from 8 a.m.-noon, on the Olive 
Street side of Heritage Park in 
Cullman. The free event will 
raise awareness and support 
for individuals and families 
affected by multiple sclerosis.
	 “This walk is more than 
just an event, it is an oppor-
tunity for our community 
to come together in support 
of friends, family members, 
neighbors and patients whose 
lives have been impacted 
by multiple sclerosis,” said 
Debbie Simonsen, office man-
ager for North Central Neurol-
ogy Associates. “We are proud 
to partner with MS Views and 
News to raise awareness, pro-
vide resources and offer hope 
to those living with MS.”

	 In addition to the walk, the 
event will feature live enter-
tainment from The Overtones 
and free food, including bis-
cuits, fruit, coffee and dough-
nuts. Representatives from 
pharmaceutical companies 
will also be on site with give-
aways and information.
	 Families are encouraged 
to attend, with a Halloween 
costume contest planned for 
children and prizes awarded 
to winners. Candy will also be 
available for all throughout 
the event.
	 A raffle will be held to help 
support the event, with tickets 
available for $5 each or five for 
$20. Tickets can be purchased 
in advance at North Central 
Neurology Associates or on 
the day of the walk. T-shirts 
and hats are also being sold.
	 Organizers are continuing 
to seek raffle prize donations, 
as well as donations of mums 
and pumpkins to decorate for 
the event. Anyone interested 
in volunteering or donating 
items can contact Simonsen at 

dsimonsen@prn-inc.net.
	 “Cullman has always been 
a community that comes to-
gether when people need sup-
port, and we hope this event 
will be another example of that 
spirit,” Simonsen said. “Every 
share, post and mention helps 
us spread awareness and en-
courages others to join us in 
making a difference.”
	 Registration for the walk 
is free and can be complet-
ed by scanning the QR code 
on the event flyer or visiting 
www.msviewsandnews.org/
event/2026mswalk-cullman. 
Those who would like to make 
a monetary contribution to 
the 2026 Move Over MS Walk 
can donate through https://
msviewsandnews.org/donate 
or by using the donation QR 
code on the flyer.
	 For more information 
about the 2026 Annual MS 
Walk, contact Simonsen at 
256-739-1210 or dsimonsen@
prn-inc.net, or Mary Beth 
Sellers at 256-297-1162 or 
msellers@prn-inc.net.

Walk (from Front)
Gauge Day
gauge@cullmantribune.com

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Sept. 21
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WEEK 5 SCORES
Addison 56, Meek 6 | Cold Springs 36, Cleveland 21 | Fairview 41, Sardis 2 | Good Hope 46, Crossville 0

Vinemont 54, Holly Pond 14 | Huffman 28, Cullman 14 | Ardmore 15, West Point 10 | Glencoe 50, Hanceville 0

“I'M HERE TO WORK WITH YOU TO SOLVE
YOUR VEHICLE NEEDS.”

LOGAN BATES - 256-318-4229

PREP FOOTBALL ROUNDUP

Addison, Cold Springs stay unbeaten as 5 local teams earn region wins

CULLMAN, Ala. — Addi-
son and Cold Springs kept 
their perfect seasons intact 
Friday night, while Good 
Hope remained unbeaten 
in region play and Fairview 
and Vinemont turned in 
dominant road and county 
victories. Five of the 10 Cull-
man-area varsity programs 
in action earned wins during 
the Sept. 18 slate.

Addison 56, Meek 6
By Todd Walker

ADDISON, Ala. — Addison 
honored the 1976 team that 
finished 14-0 and won the 
Class 1A state champion-
ship, then delivered a first 
half worthy of the celebra-
tion. The Bulldogs scored on 
seven straight possessions, 
built a 49-0 halftime lead and 
defeated county rival Meek 
56-6.
	 Judah Wilkins ripped off 
a 23-yard run on Addison’s 
opening possession before 
Zane Smith scored from 11 
yards out with 7:21 left in the 
first quarter. 
	 Smith added a 19-yard 
touchdown and Wilkins 
found Connor Lane for the 
2-point conversion to make it 
14-0. 
	 Major Snoddy’s sack 
helped force another Meek 
punt, and Elijah Roberts hit 
Lane for a 48-yard touch-
down on the next play. Lane’s 
extra point gave Addison a 
21-0 lead with 3:24 remaining 
in the first.
	 Scout Flynn forced a 
fumble late in the quarter and 
Joey Wilson recovered at the 
Meek 23. 
	 Roberts capitalized with 
a 27-yard touchdown pass 
to Michael Lee early in the 
second. Smith’s third rush-
ing touchdown, a 17-yarder, 
made it 35-0, and Snoddy in-
tercepted Evan McCay to set 
up another short field. 
	 Roberts followed with a 
20-yard touchdown pass to 
Tanner Gaither, then broke 
a 30-yard touchdown run 
before halftime.
	 With a running clock in 
the second half, freshman 
quarterback Zeke Wiggins 
capped Addison’s final scor-
ing drive with a 13-yard run. 
	 Meek answered when 
McCay returned the ensuing 
kickoff 92 yards for a touch-
down.
	 Roberts completed 6 of 
7 passes for 123 yards and 
three touchdowns and ran for 
another score. Wiggins went 
5 of 6 for 53 yards. 
	 Smith carried four times 
for 74 yards and three touch-
downs, while Addison fin-
ished with 330 yards on 32 
offensive plays. 
	 Lane caught two passes 
for 50 yards and a score. Lee, 
Gaither and Lane each had a 
touchdown reception.
	 Addison held Meek to 
58 total yards. Flynn, Lee, 
Wilson, Wilkins and Snoddy 
each recorded four tackles. 
	 Lee, Snoddy and Dahl 
Miller registered sacks, 
Snoddy intercepted a pass 
and Wilson recovered the 
fumble Flynn forced. Ethan 
Miles led Meek’s offense with 
57 rushing yards.
	 The Bulldogs improved to 
5-0 overall and 3-0 in Class 
1A, Region 7. Addison hosts 
Oakman on Sept. 25, while 
Meek enters an open week at 
2-3 overall and 1-2 in region 
play.

Cold Springs 36, 
Cleveland 21

By Sammy Confer

CLEVELAND, Ala. — Cold 
Springs erased two early defi-
cits, produced two rushing 
touchdowns from Cooper 
Johnson and improved to 4-0 
with a 36-21 region victory at 
Cleveland.
	 Cleveland opened the 

scoring with a 41-yard touch-
down pass on its third offen-
sive play. 
	 Cold Springs answered 
with a methodical drive that 
included Ethan Day’s 18-yard 
completion to Eli Voce and 
an 18-yard fourth-down run 
by Day. 
	 Johnson finished the 
march with a 1-yard touch-
down and added the 2-point 
conversion for an 8-7 lead.
	 A 44-yard Cleveland 
touchdown run put the Pan-
thers back in front 14-8 late 
in the first quarter. 
	 With Day briefly side-
lined, Brandon Chasteen 
completed a 35-yard pass to 
Voce and scored on a 2-yard 
keeper, giving the Eagles a 
15-14 edge. 
	 Zaxton Tubbs recov-
ered the ensuing kickoff, but 
Cleveland later intercepted 
Day to stop the threat.
	 Cold Springs’ defense 
supplied the biggest swing of 
the night when Brooks Black 
returned a fumble 90 yards 
for a touchdown. 
	 The 2-point conversion 
pushed the margin to 23-14 
before halftime.
	 Cason Alexander opened 
the third quarter with runs of 
28 and 29 yards and finished 
the drive on a 1-yard touch-
down. 
	 Antonio Andrews recov-
ered the ensuing kickoff, and 
Cold Springs cashed in again. 
Day found Voce for 7 yards, 
Blake Phillips added a 22-
yard run and Johnson scored 
from 3 yards out to build a 
36-14 lead.
	 Cleveland trimmed the 
deficit with a 5-yard touch-
down pass after a 40-yard 
completion, but the Eagles 
closed the game defensively. 
	 Tucker Freeman record-
ed a sack, Elijah Moore re-
covered a fumble and Day’s 
second interception ended 
the Panthers’ final threat.
	 Alexander led Cold 
Springs with 102 rushing 
yards and a touchdown. 
Johnson added 71 yards and 
two scores, and Day ran for 
62 yards. 
	 Chasteen scored once 
on the ground, while Black 
and Moore each recovered a 
fumble.
	 Cold Springs travels to 
Holly Pond for a nonregion 
game Sept. 25.

Fairview 41, Sardis 2
By Noah Galilee

SARDIS CITY, Ala. — Fair-
view converted four short 
fields into points, got three 
touchdown passes from 
Conner Scott and held Sardis 
without an offensive score in 
a 41-2 region victory.
	 The Aggies stopped 
Sardis on fourth down inside 
the 1-yard line and then re-
covered a fumble inside the 
Lions’ 10. 
	 Eli Gaines turned the 
takeaway into a short touch-
down run, and Walker Gen-
try’s extra point gave Fair-
view a 7-0 lead with 4:30 left 
in the first quarter.
	 Fairview took over again 
at its 45 after a turnover on 
downs. 
	 Scott broke a long keeper 
to the Sardis 22, Easton 
Fitch moved the ball to the 
17 and Scott found Weston 
Tankersley on a corner route 
for a touchdown early in the 
second quarter. 
	 The extra point was 
blocked, leaving the Aggies 
ahead 13-0.
	 A high Sardis punt snap 
handed Fairview another 
short field. 
	 Scott converted fourth 
down with a touchdown pass 
to Ayden Batz, and Gentry’s 
kick stretched the lead to 
20-0 with 7:06 left in the half. 
	 John Short later finished 
another drive with a touch-
down run, sending the Aggies 
to the locker room up 27-0.
	 Xavier Pippin opened the 
second half with a long kick-

off return, but Scott inter-
cepted a third-down pass and 
returned it into the red zone. 
	 He then hit Rowan Ibra-
him in the flat for a touch-
down, and Gentry’s extra 
point made it 34-0 with 9:37 
remaining in the third.
	 Sardis recorded its only 
points when Short fielded a 
low punt snap in the end zone 
and was tackled for a safety. 
	 Batz intercepted Pippin 
in the fourth quarter, and 
reserve quarterback Omar 
Cruz eventually found Hagen 
Reese for a fourth-down 
touchdown. Gentry convert-
ed five of Fairview’s six ex-
tra-point attempts.
	 Six Aggies scored touch-
downs: Gaines, Tankersley, 
Batz, Short, Ibrahim and 
Reese. Fairview improved to 
3-2 and enters an open week 
before returning to action in 
October.

Good Hope 46, Crossville 0
By Noah Galilee

CROSSVILLE, Ala. — Good 
Hope overwhelmed Cross-
ville early, scored 26 points 
in the first quarter and posted 
its first shutout of the season 
in a 46-0 region victory.
	 The Raiders added 13 
points in the second period 
to carry a 39-0 advantage into 
halftime. 
	 Good Hope tacked on its 
final touchdown in the third 
quarter and kept Crossville 
off the scoreboard the rest of 
the way.
	 Good Hope improved to 
3-1 overall and 3-0 in Class 
4A, Region 8. The Raiders 
have outscored Brewer, 
Guntersville and Crossville 
128-44 during their three-
game region winning streak.
	 Good Hope travels to 
West Point on Sept. 25 for a 
county matchup.

Vinemont 54, 
Holly Pond 14

By Ryan Guthery

HOLLY POND, Ala. — 
Vinemont erupted for 46 
first-half points, forced three 
turnovers and pulled away 
from Holly Pond 54-14 in a 
Class 3A, Region 6 county 
matchup.
	 Josh Rhodes connected 
with Jaxon Marotz to set up 
first-and-goal on Vinemont’s 
opening possession, then 
scored on a 2-yard keeper for 
an 8-0 lead with 9:30 left in 
the first quarter. 
	 Kaleb Speegle returned 
an interception 25 yards for 
a touchdown less than two 
minutes later, and Rhodes 
added an 87-yard touchdown 
pass to Lukas Ming midway 
through the period.
	 John Hamby put Holly 
Pond on the scoreboard on 
the first play of the second 
quarter. 
	 Vinemont answered 
when Karson Arbet scored on 
a 9-yard run. 
	 A mishandled Holly 
Pond punt snap later gave 
the Eagles a short field, and 
Rhodes hit Marotz for a 12-
yard touchdown with 48 sec-
onds remaining in the half.
	 Speegle intercepted an-
other pass on Holly Pond’s 
next possession. Rhodes 
then connected with Preston 
Hanners for a 20-yard touch-
down as time expired, giving 
Vinemont a 46-6 halftime 
lead.
	 Hamby added a 30-yard 
touchdown run late in the 
third quarter. Brennan 
Marlow closed the scoring 
for Vinemont with a 16-yard 
touchdown run midway 
through the fourth. 
	 Deacon Foell also recov-
ered a fumble for the Eagles.
	 Vinemont improved to 
3-2 overall and 2-1 in Region 
6. Holly Pond moved to 2-2 
overall and 1-2 in the region. 
	 Vinemont hosts Glencoe 
on Sept. 25, while Holly Pond 
hosts unbeaten Cold Springs 
in a nonregion game.

Huffman 28, Cullman 14
By Gary McGriff

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Cullman surrendered two 
first-quarter touchdowns 
after turnovers and could 
not complete a second-half 
comeback in a 28-14 region 
loss at Huffman.
	 Parker Berry intercepted 
Huffman freshman quarter-
back Semaj Williams on the 
Vikings’ opening drive, but 
Cullman lost a fumble on its 
first offensive snap. 
	 Zyon Perkins returned 
it 28 yards for a touchdown, 
and the extra point put Huff-
man ahead 7-0 with 10:15 left 
in the first quarter.
	 Williams connected with 
Ja’Korey Barber for a 50-yard 
touchdown to make it 14-0. 
	 Cullman responded 
when Clayton Colvard found 
Nelson Hollingsworth for a 
64-yard touchdown pass. 
	 Brooks West’s extra point 
cut the deficit to 14-7 with 
25 seconds remaining in the 
first.
	 Williams threw an 18-
yard touchdown pass in the 
second quarter. 
	 Cullman later lost an-
other fumble after a Colvard 
completion to Hollingsworth, 
and a face-mask penalty 
helped move Huffman to the 
5. 
	 Simeon Conner scored 
from there to give the Vikings 
a 28-7 halftime lead. Huffman 
outgained Cullman 236-112 
in the opening half.
	 Neither team scored in 
the third quarter. 
	 Kolby Holt’s 38-yard punt 
return gave Cullman the ball 
at the Huffman 20 in the 
fourth, and Holt converted 
a fourth down with a 3-yard 
run. 
	 Colvard then hit Samuel 
Ellerbee for a 9-yard touch-
down, and West’s extra point 
made it 28-14 with 5:59 to 
play.
	 Cullman’s onside kick was 
touched before it traveled 10 
yards. 
	 The Bearcats got the ball 
back once more, but a 16-yard 
pass to Ellerbee on fourth-
and-23 came up short, allow-
ing Huffman to run out the 
clock.
	 Cullman fell to 2-3 overall 
and 1-2 in Class 5A, Region 5. 
The Bearcats have an open 
date Sept. 25 before visiting 
Jasper on Thursday, Oct. 1, 
for the AHSAA Game of the 
Week.

Ardmore 15, West Point 10
By Jared Spears

ARDMORE, Ala. — West 
Point’s defense gave the War-
riors repeated chances, but 

Ardmore made its early lead 
stand and stopped a late drive 
to defeat West Point 15-10.
	 The Tigers opened the 
scoring with 5:16 remain-
ing in the first quarter, but 
a missed extra point left the 
margin at 6-0. 
	 West Point’s defense 
forced a fumble late in the 
period. 
	 The Warriors got on the 
board in the second when 
Logan Campbell made a 26-
yard field goal, but Ardmore 
answered with a field goal in 
the final minute to take a 9-3 
lead into halftime.
	 Quarterback Gage Pat-
terson moved West Point 
in front near the midpoint 
of the third quarter with a 
touchdown pass to JJ Minck. 
	 Campbell added the extra 
point for a 10-9 edge. Ard-
more answered less than two 
minutes later with a touch-
down of its own. 
	 The conversion failed, but 
the Tigers reclaimed a 15-10 
lead. West Point missed a 
field-goal attempt later in the 
quarter.
	 The Warriors mounted 
another fourth-quarter drive, 
but Ardmore intercepted 
Patterson with 3:51 remain-
ing. 
	 West Point got one final 
chance and moved inside the 
Tigers’ 30 before officials 
ruled a fumble, allowing Ard-
more to secure the victory.
	 West Point’s posted sta-
tistics credited Patterson 
with 200 passing yards and 
the touchdown to Minck. 
	 Patterson also ran for 38 
yards. Carter McAfee led the 
Warriors with 75 receiving 
yards, Bryant Moon added 57 

and Minck finished with 56 
and the score. 
	 Campbell went 1-for-2 on 
field goals and made his only 
extra-point attempt.
	 Julio Fuentes led West 
Point with 12 tackles, in-
cluding one for loss, and re-
covered a fumble. Moon had 
eight tackles, three for loss 
and a forced fumble. 
	 Titan Thornton finished 
with seven tackles, two for 
loss and a fumble recovery. 
	 Nolan Franklin added 
six tackles and three for loss, 
McAfee intercepted a pass 
and Ayden Shoemaker forced 
two fumbles.
	 West Point fell to 0-5 
overall and 0-2 in Class 
4A, Region 7. The Warriors 
host Good Hope in a county 
matchup Sept. 25.

Glencoe 50, Hanceville 0
By Noah Galilee

GLENCOE, Ala. — Glencoe 
scored 35 points in the first 
quarter and handed Hancev-
ille a 50-0 region loss.
	 The Yellow Jackets added 
eight points in the second 
quarter to carry a 43-0 lead 
into halftime. 
	 Neither team scored in 
the third period, and Glen-
coe closed the scoring with a 
fourth-quarter touchdown.
	 Hanceville fell to 0-5 
overall and 0-3 in Class 3A, 
Region 6. It was the Bulldogs’ 
second consecutive shutout 
loss and the third straight 
game in which they allowed 
at least 50 points. Hanceville 
has an open date Sept. 25.
	 Records and schedules 
are through games played 
Sept. 18, 2026.

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

BRANDON EVANS/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Addison Bulldogs dominated the Meek Tigers Friday, Sept. 18, 2026, 56-6.

CULLMAN, Ala. — Goat 
Island Brewing will host its 
sixth annual Goatoberfest 
event this Saturday, Sept. 26, 
from 11 a.m.- 11 p.m. at its orig-
inal brewery and taproom at 
1646 John Cooper Dr.
	 The celebration will fea-
ture German food, cold craft 
beer, live music and activities 
for the entire family, plus it’s 
dog friendly. 
	 “The entertainment lineup 
includes Justin and Tab, the 
authentic German music of the 
Cullman German Band, The 
Daltons and Sipsey Falls,” Goat 
Island’s Mike Mullaney said. 
“Guests can enjoy Goat Island’s 
Oktoberfest beer along with a 

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

confidence, improving com-
munication and social skills, 
developing relationships and 
reaching physical milestones. 
The expanded arena will give 
participants a more depend-
able space to continue work-
ing toward those goals.
	 “We are incredibly grate-
ful to Cullman Savings Bank 
for believing in the mission 
of Hope Horses and choosing 
to invest in our future,” Scott 
said. “Their support will 
allow us to make improve-
ments that will impact our 
participants not just today, 
but for many years to come. 
When a community partner 
says yes to Hope, they are 
saying yes to every child, 
adult and family who comes 
through our gates looking 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

Folsom Jr., was governor. 
She recognized that families 
across Alabama needed places 
where they could access coor-
dinated resources and support 
through trusted organizations 
in their own communities.”
	 Betts said this is an im-
portant milestone for The 
Link because becoming an 
accredited Family Resource 
Center validates the com-
prehensive, family-centered 
work they’ve been doing in 
Cullman County.
	 “Families rarely experi-
ence needs in isolation,” she 



WDG CULLMAN #817 & 819, WDG HANCEVILLE #818   AD#39   FRONT     
Product Availability May Vary • Good Only While Supplies Last • We Reserve The Right to Limit Quantities • Not Responsible For Typographical Errors • No Sales To Dealers At These Prices

We Welcome Food Stamp Shoppers &  W.I.C. Vouchers AcceptedSaving You Money Is What We're All About!Saving You Money Is What We're All About!

Warehouse Discount 
Groceries

5754 AL- Hwy 157 North
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ASSORTED
PORK CHOPS
Fresh Bone-In Family Pack

$189
LB.

GROUND 
CHUCK

Fresh 80% Lean Family Pack

$499
LB.

CHUCK 
ROAST

Beef Boneless

$799
LB.

TOP SIRLOIN 
STEAK 

Beef Family Pack

$699
LB.

GREEN 
CABBAGE

Fresh

49¢
LB.

MICHIGAN 
APPLES

2 Lb. Bag New Crop Gala, Gold or McIntosh

$199
EA.

STARKIST CHUNK 
LIGHT TUNA 

5 Oz. In Oil or Water

88¢
EA.

KELLOGG'S LARGE 
SIZE CEREAL

13.1 Oz. Corn Pops, 13.2 Oz. Apple Jacks or 
Froot Loops, 12 Oz. Rice Krispies or Corn Flakes, 
16.3 Oz. Honey Smacks, 17.3 Oz. Frosted Flakes

$399
EA.

FOOD CLUB
PASTA

12-16 Oz.
Selected Varieties

4for
$5 PREGO 

PASTA SAUCE
14-24 Oz. Selected Varieties

$199
EA.

PURE LIFE 
PURIFIED WATER
32 Pk., 16.9 Oz. Bottles

$499
EA.

Prices Effective - Wednesday, September 23 through Tuesday, September 29, 2026



TYSON 
CHICKEN

20-29 Oz. Fully Cooked
Selected Varieties

$699
EA.

JIMMY DEAN 
BREAKFAST BOWLS
7-9 Oz. Selected Varieties 
or 4 Oz. Egg or Meat Bites

$299
EA.

PILLSBURY GRANDS! 
FROZEN BISCUITS
20 Ct. Value Pack! Selected 

Varieties or 8 Ct. Cinnamon Rolls

$399
EA.

HOT 
POCKETS

4 Pk., 17-18 Oz.
Selected Varieties

$399
EA.

CRAV'N FLAVOR 
ICE CREAM

48 Oz.
Selected Varieties

$399
EA.

Deli & Bakery Specials                                    Hanceville Location

FOOD CLUB 
REFRIED BEANS

16 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

4for
$5

CHARKING 
LIGHTER FLUID

32 Oz.
Instant Ignite

$349
EA.

CHARMIN OR 
BOUNTY ESSENTIALS
9 Mega Rolls Bath Tissue or 
6 Double Rolls Paper Towels

$799
EA.

CHARKING 
CHARCOAL

15.4 Lb. Bag 
Original or Hickory

$599
EA.

GAIN LAUNDRY 
DETERGENT

42 Oz. Liquid or 16 Ct. 
Flings! Selected Varieties

$499
EA.

BRYAN
BACON

12 Oz. 
Regular or Thick

$399
EA.

BRYAN
BOLOGNA

12 Oz. 
Regular or Thick

$279
EA.

BRYAN JUICY 
JUMBOS

15 Oz.

$299
EA.

MRS. GRISSOM'S 
SALAD SPREADS 

10.75-11 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$299
EA.

VALENCIA 
ORANGES

4 Lb. Bag
California

$499
EA.

DOLE SHREDDED 
LETTUCE

8 Oz. 
Great for Tacos

2for
$3

ROMA
TOMATOES

Red Ripe

$199
LB.

FOOD CLUB 
ORANGE JUICE

64 Oz.
No Pulp

$399
EA.

FOOD CLUB 
SOUR CREAM

16 Oz.
Original

2for
$4

PILLSBURY 
GRANDS! BISCUITS

5 Ct. Selected Varieties, 4 Ct. 
Crescent Rolls or 6 Oz. Cinnamon Rolls 

2for
$3

TACO BELL 
DINNER KITS

8.8-13.8 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

NABISCO FAMILY SIZE 
COOKIES OR CRACKERS

11-20 Oz.
Selected Varieties

$499
EA.

FOOD CLUB 
JAM OR JELLY

18 Oz. 
Concord Grape or Apple

$199
EA.

FOOD CLUB 
PEANUT BUTTER

16 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$199
EA.

CHICKEN 
WINGS

Previously
Frozen

$169
LB.

CRISPY REGULAR 
CUT FRIES

5 Lb.
Restaurant Quality

$599
EA.

BRYAN HAM 
OR TURKEY

10 Oz. 4x6 Pkg. 
Selected Varieties

$369
EA.

LIL BUTCHER SHOPPE 
SMOKED SAUSAGE

14 Oz. 
Selected Varieties

$499
EA.

ZUCCHINI OR 
YELLOW SQUASH

Fresh 
Southern Favorite

$199
LB.
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DASANI
WATER

24 Pk.
.5 Liter Bottles

$649
EA.

BODY ARMOR 
SUPER DRINKS

8 Pk.
12 Oz. Bottles

$699
EA.

RUFFLES
POTATO CHIPS 

5.5-10.25 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

GOLDEN FLAKE TORTIYAHS! 
OR ON THE BORDER CHIPS

8-12 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$5

POWERADE 
SPORTS DRINK

28 Oz. Bottles

4for
$5

FRITO LAY 
DORITOS

6-10.75 Oz.
Selected Varieties

2for
$7

BLUE BONNET 
MARGARINE

15 Oz.
Original

2for
$4

WIDE AWAKE 
K-CUPS COFFEE

10 Ct. 
Selected Varieties

$499
EA.

SWEET
ONIONS

3 Lb. Bag
Peru

$349
EA.

LITTLE DEBBIE
SNACKS

8.46-13.1 Oz. Honey Buns, Cosmic Brownies, Swiss or Strawberry Shortcakel 
Rolls, Donut Sticks, Zebra Cakes, Frosted Fudge Cakes or Pecan Spinwheels

2for
$5

BLUE BELL 
FROZEN BARS

12 Pk. Mooo, 
Fudge or Krunch

$499
EA.

CORONA 
OR MODELO  

12 Pk.
Cans or Bottles

$1799
EA.

JOSH CELLARS 
RED WINE

750 mL
Bottles

$1599
EA.

BLUE BELL ICE 
CREAM SANDWICHES

12 Pk. Regular 
or 16 Pk. Mini

$599
EA.

WOODBRIDGE
WINE

1.5 Liter
Bottles

$1099
EA.

CHICKEN 
BREAST

Fresh Boneless, Skinless 
Family Pack

$299
LB.

HORMEL BLACK 
LABEL BACON

1 Lb. 
Original or Thick

$499
EA.

TACO BELL 
SEASONING MIX

1 Oz. Pouch
Selected Varieties

89¢
EA.

COCA-COLA, SPRITE 
OR MELLO YELLO

10 Pk. 
7.5 Oz. Mini Cans

2for
$12

LEWIS BAKE SHOP 
1/2 LOAF BREADS

12 Oz. 12 Grain 
or Hawaiian

2for
$5

COCA-COLA, SPRITE 
OR MELLO YELLO

6 Pk.
.5 Liter Bottles

3for
$13

TACO BELL 
RESTAURANT SAUCE

7.5 Oz. 
Mild or Hot

2for
$4

CHICAGO STYLE 
ITALIAN BEEF

2.5 Lb

$1499
EA.

CHARTER RESERVE
WHITE AMERICAN CHEESE

Deli Sliced

$559
LB.

CHARTER RESERVE
BLACK FOREST HAM

Deli Sliced

$799
LB.

CAFÉ VALLEY 
CAKES

26 Oz.
Assorted Flavors

$699
EA.

J. SKINNER
CINNAMON ROLLS

or Strawberry Rolls
22 Oz. Family Pack

$569
EA.

TOUFAYAN
PITA BREAD

12 Oz.
Classic White or Wheat

$199
EA.
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PREP CROSS COUNTRY
Crocker, Sanchez lead local runners at Southern Showcase, Scottsboro Invitational

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man senior Henry Crocker 
finished 34th in a field of 
250 runners with a time of 
15:53.20 to lead local com-
petitors at Saturday’s South-
ern Showcase at John Hunt 
Park in Huntsville.
	 Cullman fielded scoring 
teams in both championship 
divisions, Cullman Christian 
placed 11th in the middle 
school boys race and St. 
Bernard Prep’s Jesus San-
chez recorded a fourth-place 
finish at the Scottsboro Invi-
tational.

SOUTHERN SHOWCASE
Cullman boys
Crocker led Cullman to 23rd 
place among 28 scoring 
teams in the championship 
boys division. The Bearcats 
totaled 571 points, produced 
a five-runner average of 
17:16 and had a 2:29 spread 

between their first and fifth 
scorers.
	 Junior Avin Dempsey 
finished 112th in 16:45.30, 
followed by junior Mason 
Gobble in 151st at 17:16.80. 
Senior Benjamin Stidham 
placed 202nd in 18:02.50 and 
junior Dawson Helton com-
pleted Cullman’s five-man 
scoring lineup in 214th at 
18:23.00.
	 Freshmen Ripkin Oliver 
and Trajan Norrell finished 
almost together. Oliver 
placed 222nd in 18:40.10 and 
Norrell was 223rd in 18:40.40. 
Sophomore Thatcher Lucas 
followed in 225th at 18:44.30 
and senior Sean Gilfoyle fin-
ished 238th in 19:44.40.
	 Three additional Bear-
cats competed in the 438-
runner Blue boys division. 
Freshman Jacob Dunn 
placed 232nd in 19:23.88, 
junior Lincoln Medina fin-
ished 337th in 20:36.99 and 
junior Sawyer Eifert was 
353rd in 20:54.15.

Cullman girls
Freshman Madeline 
Stidham led the Cullman 
girls with a 49th-place finish 
in the 160-runner champi-
onship field, completing the 
5K course in 20:10.70.
	 Senior Addison Vogelaar 
followed in 75th at 21:02.51. 
Junior Khloe Nalley placed 
129th in 22:29.94, soph-
omore Aubree Lawrence 
finished 134th in 22:43.58 
and freshman Tinley All-
dredge completed the Bear-
cats’ scoring five in 137th at 
22:47.85.
	 Cullman finished 17th 
among 19 scoring teams 
with 418 points. The Bear-
cats posted a team average 
of 21:50 and a 2:37 spread 
between their first and fifth 
runners.
	 Senior Mabry Free fin-
ished 140th in 23:10.14, 
freshman Sophie Robinson 
placed 149th in 23:39.85 and 
senior Victoria Waldrop was 
151st in 23:43.85.

Cullman Christian
Seventh-grader Chasen 
Hampton led Cullman Chris-
tian’s middle school boys 
team with a 14th-place finish 
among 185 runners. Hamp-
ton completed the 2-mile 
course in 12:22.54.
	 Seventh-grader Cutter 
Gibbs placed 86th in 
14:23.72, seventh-grader 
Gavin Stidham finished 91st 
in 14:37.23, eighth-grader 
Caleb Randolph was 106th in 
15:01.95 and seventh-grader 
Elijah Rutherford completed 
the Lions’ scoring lineup in 
139th at 16:27.45.
	 Freshman Landon Jones 
finished 156th in 17:29.20 
and freshman Colton Olinger 
placed 177th in 20:29.25.
	 Cullman Christian to-
taled 279 points to place 11th 
among 15 scoring teams. The 
Lions recorded a five-runner 
average of 14:34.
	 Three Cullman Christian 
runners competed in the 
119-runner middle school 

girls race. Seventh-grader 
Meribelle Brock led the Lions 
in 52nd place with a time of 
16:51.54. Seventh-graders 
Aubrie Claire Rigsby and 
Arden Brock placed 93rd and 
99th, respectively, with times 
of 20:45.36 and 21:27.02.
	 The Lions did not record a 
girls team score because they 
had fewer than five finishers.
	 Senior Elisabeth DeCicco 
represented Cullman Chris-
tian in the Teal girls 5K and 
finished 68th among 214 run-
ners with a time of 26:57.11.

SCOTTSBORO 
INVITATIONAL

Sanchez led St. Bernard Prep 
at the Scottsboro Invitational 
in Scottsboro, placing fourth 
in the Class 1A-3A JV boys di-
vision with a time of 13:46.69 
on the 2.1-mile course.
	 Stephen Bissot finished 
20th in the division at 17:49.71 
and Jacob Thurston placed 
28th in 19:14.86.
	 Anamari Alonzo repre-

sented St. Bernard in the 
Class 1A-3A JV girls race and 
placed 13th with a time of 
20:18.13.
	 In varsity competition, 
Kieran Gargan finished 89th 
in the boys 5K at 26:39.57. 
Yulissa Wang placed 60th 
in the girls 5K with a time of 
46:19.25.

Tribune Sports Staff
Contributor

CHAMP CROCKER

Henry Crocker

PREP FOOTBALL ROUNDUP

Addison, Cold Springs stay unbeaten as 5 local teams earn region wins

The Addison Bulldogs dominated the Meek Tigers Friday, Sept. 18, 2026, 56-6.

CULLMAN, Ala. — Goat 
Island Brewing will host its 
sixth annual Goatoberfest 
event this Saturday, Sept. 26, 
from 11 a.m.- 11 p.m. at its orig-
inal brewery and taproom at 
1646 John Cooper Dr.
	 The celebration will fea-
ture German food, cold craft 
beer, live music and activities 
for the entire family, plus it’s 
dog friendly. 
	 “The entertainment lineup 
includes Justin and Tab, the 
authentic German music of the 
Cullman German Band, The 
Daltons and Sipsey Falls,” Goat 
Island’s Mike Mullaney said. 
“Guests can enjoy Goat Island’s 
Oktoberfest beer along with a 

German meal featuring wiener 
schnitzel, beer brats, German 
potato salad and more. Family 
activities will include face 
painting, friendly goats and a 
variety of local vendors.”
	 At 6 p.m., attendees can 
test their strength in Goat Is-
land’s stein-hoisting competi-
tion. 
	 “The winners will qualify 
to compete in the Alabama 
state championship at Cull-
man Oktoberfest,” Mullaney 
said. “Goatoberfest will be held 
at Goat Island Brewing, 1646 
John H. Cooper Dr. in Cull-
man. Bring the whole family 
and celebrate German food, 
music and tradition — Goat 
Island style.”
	 Taproom Manager Mandy 
Hamm said Goatoberfest 

began six years ago, and the 
tradition has grown into one of 
the things they look forward to 
most every year.
	 “There’s just something 
so special about bringing our 
Goat Island family and com-
munity together for a day filled 
with the best craft beer, great 
music from our talented local 
musicians, great German food 
and even better memories,” 
Hamm said. “We couldn’t be 
more excited to raise a stein 
and celebrate six years of 
Goatoberfest! Here’s to the 
memories we’ve made, the 
friendships we’ve built and an 
amazing day still yet to come. 
Cheers to Goatoberfest.”
	 Get more information at 
www.facebook.com/goatis-
landbrewing or 256-747-5556.

Goatoberfest (from Front)
Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

confidence, improving com-
munication and social skills, 
developing relationships and 
reaching physical milestones. 
The expanded arena will give 
participants a more depend-
able space to continue work-
ing toward those goals.
	 “We are incredibly grate-
ful to Cullman Savings Bank 
for believing in the mission 
of Hope Horses and choosing 
to invest in our future,” Scott 
said. “Their support will 
allow us to make improve-
ments that will impact our 
participants not just today, 
but for many years to come. 
When a community partner 
says yes to Hope, they are 
saying yes to every child, 
adult and family who comes 
through our gates looking 

for an opportunity to grow, 
achieve and belong.”
	 The arena sponsorship is 
part of the nonprofit's larger 
Grow Hope Capital Cam-
paign, which is focused on 
expanding the Hope Horses 
facility and developing the in-
frastructure needed to serve 
more individuals and families 
throughout North Alabama.
	 Community members 
will have an opportunity to 
learn more about those plans 
during the 2026 Grow Hope 
Dinner on Thursday, Oct. 8, 
at the Hope Horses facility.
	 The dinner will bring to-
gether Hope Horses families, 
supporters, businesses and 
community partners while 
giving attendees an oppor-
tunity to learn more about 

the Grow Hope Capital Cam-
paign, hear stories from those 
impacted by the organiza-
tion's services and see what 
Hope Horses hopes to accom-
plish through the expansion.
	 White Oak Transporta-
tion will serve as the present-
ing sponsor for this year's 
Grow Hope Dinner.
	 For more information 
about Hope Horses, its ser-
vices or the upcoming 2026 
Grow Hope Dinner, call 256-
507-4088, email krice@hope-
horsesinc.com or visit www.
hopehorsesinc.com. To learn 
more about the Grow Hope 
Capital Campaign, visit hope-
horsesinc.com/about-1-1.
	 Hope Horses, Inc. is locat-
ed at 1301 Convent Road NE, 
Cullman, AL 35055. 

Hope Horses (from Front)

Walmart (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — 
Walmart’s multiyear mod-
ernization of its Cullman 
Distribution Center contin-
ues, with a building permit 
valued at approximately 
$29.55 million issued this 
summer for work at the 
south Cullman facility.
	 The July 23 permit lists 
Walmart as the project 
owner, MYCON General 
Contractors Inc. as the con-
tractor and 2200 Seventh 

Ave. SW as the project ad-
dress. 
	 The permit is the latest 
substantial construction 
activity associated with the 
distribution center during 
Walmart’s ongoing $350 
million modernization of the 
Cullman operation.
	 Walmart announced the 
broader project in June 2023, 
describing plans to introduce 
robotics, automation and 
software systems intended 
to substantially increase the 
amount of merchandise the 
regional distribution center 

can process. 
	 The Cullman City Coun-
cil approved a tax abatement 
associated with the project 
in 2023. At the time, Cull-
man Economic Development 
Agency officials described the 
$350 million commitment 
as the largest single capital 
investment announced in 
Cullman County’s history.
	 The facility opened in 
1983 and had approximate-
ly 1,300 employees when 
the modernization was an-
nounced, according to in-
formation provided to The 

Tribune at the time. 
	 City economic develop-
ment officials said Walmart 
expected to retrain employ-
ees as new technology was in-
troduced rather than reduce 
the facility’s workforce as a 
result of automation. 
	 The July permit is not 
the first major construction 
permit reported at the prop-
erty during the moderniza-
tion.
	 In November 2024, sep-
arate permits valued at $44 
million and approximately 
$17.29 million were reported 

for work associated with the 
Cullman distribution center. 
	 Contractors listed for 
those projects included 
Hutton Construction Inc. 
and MYCON General Con-
tractors Inc.
	 Another permit valued 
at $2 million was reported in 
May 2026, with Reich Instal-
lation Services Inc. listed as 
contractor.
	 Those permit valua-
tions should not be added 
to Walmart’s previously an-
nounced $350 million invest-
ment as separate spending. 

They represent construction 
permits issued during the 
larger modernization period, 
and the relationship between 
each permit and Walmart’s 
overall capital budget has not 
been independently estab-
lished.
	 Walmart’s original plans 
called for the moderniza-
tion to increase the facility’s 
capacity, with the company 
saying the upgraded oper-
ation would eventually be 
capable of shipping nearly 
twice as many cases as 
before. 

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

The Link (from Front)
Folsom Jr., was governor. 
She recognized that families 
across Alabama needed places 
where they could access coor-
dinated resources and support 
through trusted organizations 
in their own communities.”
	 Betts said this is an im-
portant milestone for The 
Link because becoming an 
accredited Family Resource 
Center validates the com-
prehensive, family-centered 
work they’ve been doing in 
Cullman County.
	 “Families rarely experi-
ence needs in isolation,” she 

said. “A family that comes to 
us needing food may also be 
struggling with housing, em-
ployment, parenting, educa-
tion or recovery. The Family 
Resource Center model 
allows us to look at the whole 
family, connect them with the 
right resources and help them 
move from an immediate 
crisis toward long-term sta-
bility.”
	 There are currently 26 
Family Resource Centers 
across Alabama, Betts said. 
	 “The Link will become 
the 27th, with several addi-

tional centers expected to 
join the network before the 
end of 2026,” she explained. 
“We are very proud for Cull-
man County to be part of this 
growing statewide network. 
We want this to be both a cel-
ebration and an opportunity 
for our community to better 
understand what becoming 
a Family Resource Center 
means for Cullman County. 
Representatives from the 
Alabama Network of Family 
Resource Centers will join us, 
along with community lead-
ers, partners, supporter staff 

and volunteers.”
	 Most importantly, Betts 
said, The Link wants partic-
ipants to see how the many 
services offered through non-
profit work together.
	 “Our goal isn’t simply to 
address one immediate need,” 
she said. “We want families to 
have a place where they can 
build connections, find stabil-
ity, strengthen their families 
and discover opportunities 
for long-term growth. For me, 
this accreditation is really 
about what comes next. The 
Link has grown tremendously 

since it was founded in 2013, 
and becoming an accredited 
Family Resource Center gives 
us a strong framework for 
the next chapter. We believe 
strong communities begin 
with strong families. Our 
vision is to see strong fami-
lies growing and leading in 
the region for generations to 
come. Becoming Alabama’s 
27th Family Resource Center 
is another important step 
toward making that vision a 
reality.”
	 Betts said they would love 
for community members, 

partners and supporters to 
join them on Sept. 25 at 10 
a.m. to celebrate this mile-
stone.
	 “Beyond the event, there 
are many ways to be involved 
with The Link throughout the 
year,” she said. “People can 
volunteer, donate, partner 
with us, support our programs 
or simply help connect indi-
viduals and families who need 
assistance with our services.”
	 Find out more about The 
Link at https://linkingcull-
man.org. It’s located at 708 
Ninth St. SE, Cullman.
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT
201 2nd Avenue NE		  256.775.7203
Cullman, Alabama 35055	 www.CullmanAl.gov

__________________________________________________
City of Cullman 

Planning Commission 

	 On Tuesday October 6, 2026, at Cullman City Hall 
Auditorium at 5:30 P.M, at the regular meeting of the City of 
Cullman Planning Commission, a public hearing will be held 
to allow affected parties to voice their concerns related to the 
following items:

1.	  Rezoning request at 455 County Road 587 – 98 
acres – AG-1 to R-2

For further information contact Brian Landreth or 
Amber Duke at the City of Cullman Building Depart-
ment at 256-775-7203. 

IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS  
FOR VETERANS CLAIMS 

 
JESSICA M. FRIEDMAN, 

Appellant, 
 
v. 

 
DOUGLAS A. COLLINS, 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 

Appellee. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Vet. App. No. 25-4976 

 
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION 

 
TO: the Estate of Nathaniel R. Thomas  

The Estate of Nathaniel R. Thomas is hereby notified that on June 17, 2025, an appeal 

was filed with the U.S. Court of Appeals of Veterans Claims against the Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs appealing a February 24, 2025, Board of Veteran Appeals decision seeking payment of 

attorney fees based on past-due benefits awarded in an October 2020, Department of Veterans 

Affairs’ Veteran Benefits Administration’s disability compensation rating decision.   

The Estate of Nathaniel R. Thomas or an appropriate person must file a motion to 

intervene in Case no. 25-4976 not later than 60 days after September 22, 2026. The notice 

must be filed with the Clerk of the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims at 

esubmission@uscourts.cavc.gov and served on all parties. 

For further information, please contact Appellant’s counsel Sarah Garber, Esq. of the 

Law Office of Carpenter Chartered, via phone at 785-329-5642, email at 

sarah@carpenterchartered.com; or mail at  

The Law Offices of Carpenter Chartered 
P.O. Box 2099 
1525 SW Topeka Blvd, Ste D. 

Topeka, KS 66601 
 
       Appellant’s Attorney: 
       CARPENTER CHARTERED 
       P.O. Box 2099 

1525 SW Topeka Blvd, Ste D. 
Topeka, KS 66601  

 

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

CULLMAN, Ala. — United 
Way of Cullman County’s De-
signer Bag Bingo will return 
Thursday, Nov. 12, at Cotton 
Creek Venue in Cullman
	 UWCC Executive Director 
Tyler Hooper said the evening 
will kick off with a pre-party 
at The Goat at Cotton Creek 
beginning at 4 p.m. Doors to 
the event venue will open at 
5:30.
	 “Designer Bag Bingo 
began in 2019 and has grown 
into one of United Way of 
Cullman County’s largest 
and most anticipated annual 
fundraising events,” Hooper 
said. “It has become a great 
way to bring people together 
for a fun evening while raising 
funds that stay right here in 
our community.”
	 He said Designer Bag 
Bingo is a fun night out, but 
there’s a much bigger purpose 
behind it. 
	 “Funds raised through 
the event help United Way of 
Cullman County support 18 
local nonprofit partner agen-
cies and programs, includ-
ing 2-1-1 and Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library,” Hooper 
explained. “United Way of 
Cullman County serves more 
than 70,000 people annually 
across Cullman and Winston 
counties through our work 
in four key areas: healthy 
communities, youth oppor-
tunity, financial security and 
community resiliency. Events 
like Designer Bag Bingo help 
us continue investing in the 
organizations and programs 

that are meeting needs and 
making a difference for 
people throughout our com-
munities.”
	 Guests can expect a fun, 
high-energy evening featur-
ing multiple rounds of bingo 
with designer handbags as 
prizes, he said. 
	 “Tommy Warhurst will 
serve as the emcee, helping 
keep the evening lively and 
entertaining,” Hooper shared. 
“It’s a great opportunity to get 
a group of friends or cowork-
ers together, enjoy a night 
out and support a great cause 
at the same time. We want 
people to have a lot of fun, 
but we also hope the event 
gives them an opportunity to 
learn more about United Way 
and the impact their support 
has throughout Cullman and 
Winston counties.”
	 Hooper encouraged 
anyone planning to attend 
with a group to purchase their 
tickets or table early.

	 Tickets and tables can be 
purchased online at https://
UWCC2026DBB.eventbrite.
com. Tickets can also be pur-
chased in person at the United 
Way of Cullman County office, 
located at 104 Austin Ave. SW 
in Cullman, on Tuesdays and 
Fridays from 10 a.m.-noon.
	 “We are extremely grate-
ful to Listerhill Credit Union 
for serving as the Presenting 
Sponsor of this year’s Design-
er Bag Bingo,” Hooper said. 
“Their support, along with the 
support of all of our sponsors, 
volunteers, businesses and at-
tendees, makes an event like 
this possible. We also want 
to give special thanks to our 
Women United ladies, who 
play a major part in making 
this event happen. Their time, 
energy and dedication are 
invaluable to the success of 
Designer Bag Bingo.”
	 Find out more at www.
facebook.com/uwaycc.org or 
www.uwaycc.org.

Bingo (from Front)
Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
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Obituary Announcements: Sept. 19-21
Tommy Levure Lang, 84
Tommy Levure Lang, 
84, affectionately known 
as "Papa Tom" to his 
grandchildren and "Coach 
Lang" to the community 
of Piedmont, Alabama, 
passed away peacefully on 
Sept. 17, 2026 in Cullman, 
Alabama. Tommy was 
born Dec. 1, 1941, in 
Albertville, Alabama, to 
James Sidney Lang and 
Emma Iduma Bowen Lang 
. He was the second-oldest 
of four children, alongside 
siblings Aaron, Freddy, 
and Katie, the youngest. 
He attended Albertville 
High School and went on to 
graduate from Jacksonville 
State University. Tommy 
married the love of his 
life, Dena Katherine 
Bryan, and they had two 
children, Lesa and Bryan. 
The two remained happily 
married for 61 years until 
Dena's passing in 2024. 
After college, Tommy and 
Dena settled in Piedmont, 
Alabama, where he spent 
31 years as a Physical 
Education teacher and 
drove the school bus for 
many years. Dena taught 
in the same school system, 
and together they built a life 
centered on their students 
and their family. Upon 
retiring, they traded the 
classroom for the shores 
of Smith Lake in Cullman, 
Alabama, where Tommy 
could fully embrace his 
love of the outdoors — 
his farm animals, RVing, 
fishing, hunting and more. 
Tommy cherished his 
family and prioritized his 
grandchildren with every 
opportunity. He was their 
biggest supporter and 
never missed a ballgame 
or event. He loved nothing 
more than hosting family 
reunions at their lake 
house. Tommy will be 
remembered for his charm 
and his kindness. To know 
him was to love him. He 
led by example, and his 
life's work was making 
a positive impact on his 
students, his children, 
and his grandchildren. In 
2011, Tommy faced the 
unimaginable loss of his 
daughter, Lesa. Rather 
than let grief have the final 
word, he turned it into one 
of the greatest impacts of 
his life. Lesa had started 
a medical equipment 
donation ministry before 
her passing, and Tommy 
immediately stepped in to 
carry it forward through 
First United Methodist 
Church of Cullman. Under 
his leadership for more 
than ten years, the FUMC 

Medical Equipment 
Ministry grew to serve over 
100 families a year, free 
of charge. The ministry 
continues to thrive today 
as a living piece of both his 
and Lesa's legacy. Those 
who knew Tommy will 
remember his signature 
phrase of encouragement: 
"Sounds like a winner!" 
He was, without question, 
a winner at life. Tommy 
was preceded in death 
by his daughter, Lesa 
Lang Holland Hawkins; 
his wife, Dena Katherine 
Lang; and his siblings, 
Aaron, Freddy, and Katie. 
He is survived by his son, 
Thomas Bryan Lang; and 
his grandchildren, Taylor 
Lang Holland, Bailey 
Holland Baker (Brett), 
and Ryan Thomas Lang 
(Ashley). A Celebration of 
Life will be held at First 
United Methodist Church 
of Cullman, with details to 
be announced later. In lieu 
of flowers, the family asks 
that donations be made to 
the First United Methodist 
Church - Medical 
Equipment Ministry. See 
www.CullmanFUMC.com.

Misty Blakely Loyd, 46
Misty Blakely Loyd, age 
46, of Cullman, Alabama 
passed away peacefully 
into the arms of her Savior 
on Sept. 19, 2026 at CRMC 
Hospital in Cullman, 
Alabama surrounded 
by her family. Funeral 
service will be at 1 p.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2026, 
at Etha Baptist Church, 
8417 County Road 1545, 
Cullman, AL 35058 with 
interment in Center Grove 
Cemetery, 4607 County 
Road 1545, Cullman, AL 
35058, Dr. Tim Lipsey, 
Bro. Steve Rodgers, Bro. 
Harold Coe will officiate. 
The body will lie in state 
at the church from 11-1. 
Visitation was Monday 
evening at Cullman 
Funeral Home, 461 U.S. 
Highway 278 E, Cullman, 
AL 35055 from 5-8 p.m. 
Cullman Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family. 
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.com. 
Misty was born on June 19, 
1980, to Timothy Franklin 
and Theresa Kay Blakely. 
Misty is preceded in death 
by her grandparents, 
Herbert Franklin and Ruby 
Ashley Blakely, Radford 
Rex and Faye Cornelius 
Crawford; mother-in-
law, Sheila Jean Loyd and 
very close friend, Heather 
Garrison. Misty is survived 
by her husband of ten years, 

Jonathan Trent Loyd, only 
son, Jonathan Bentley 
Loyd; father, Timothy 
(Tammy) Blakely; mother, 
Theresa (Roy) Clanton; 
brother, Matthew (Jessica) 
Blakely; nephews, Lucian 
(Kayla) Blakely, Grayson 
Blakely; father-in-law, 
Eugene Loyd; and, brother-
in-law, Chris Loyd, and 
several aunts, uncles and 
cousins. Misty was a 1998 
graduate of West End High 
School. She was employed 
for 24 years at Summer’s 
Law Firm in Center Point, 
Alabama. Misty enjoyed 
her free time camping, the 
lake, traveling, cooking, 
helping teach kids in 
VBS and Sunday School, 
watching General Hospital, 
enjoying time with friends, 
family and especially with 
her husband and son. 
Misty had a very beautiful 
smile that was noticeable 
and Misty was loved by 
many family and friends. 
In September 2025, Misty 
was diagnosed with breast 
cancer which she fought 
very courageously until the 
lord completely healed her 
and called her home to be 
with Him. Pallbearers will 
be Lucian Blakely, Grayson 
Blakely, Mark Crawford, 
Jeremy Summers, Chris 
Loyd, Rusty Jennings, 
Shane Brown and 
Tim Lollar. Honorary 
pallbearers will be Griffin 
Eddy, Brian Drake, Mickey 
Gay, Cordale Gay, Cody 
Harris, Tony Gay, Matthew 
Blakely. In lieu of flowers 
make donations to Little 
Pink Houses of Hope, 2442 
Tribek Ct, Burlington, 
NC 27215 and/or Forge 
Breast Cancer Survivor 
Center, 1321 19th St. South, 
Birmingham, AL 35205.

Hollis Henry Jones, 60
Funeral Service for Hollis 
Henry Jones, age 60 of 
Arab, was at 1 p.m. on 
Monday, Sept. 21, 2026, 
at Ryan Baptist Church 
with Michael King and 
Terry Hudson officiating; 
burial at Ryan Cemetery. 
Visitation was from noon-1 
p.m. on Monday, Sept. 
21, 2026, at Ryan Baptist 
Church. Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the family. Mr. 
Jones passed away on 
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2026, 
at his residence. He was 
born, June 29, 1966, to 
Henry Wesley Jones and 
Ovallion Jones. He was 
preceded in death by his 
father. Survivors include 
his mother, Ovallion 
Jones-Gilley; sister, Wren 
(Mike) Yeager; daughter, 

Sydney (Patrick) Johnson; 
grandson, Hunter Paul 
Johnson; nieces, Amber 
(Larry) Thompson and 
Brittan (Jeremy) George; 
great niece, Finley George; 
great nephew, Truett 
George and a host of aunts, 
uncles, cousins, family 
& friends. Hollis Henry 
Jones was a one-of-a-kind 
man. As a young boy, he 
discovered a deep love and 
interest for training and 
showing racking horses. 
For years he worked 
closely with the Latham 
family of Latham Stables. 
He was quite the thrill 
seeker as he enjoyed scuba 
diving, bungee jumping, 
riding his motorcycles, 
even engineering his own 
motorized bicycle before 
that was a thing. Hollis, 
much like his father, loved 
to pull a prank. Between 
this and his many thrill 
seeking adventures, left 
for many amazing stories. 
If he liked you, you would 
be given a nickname and 
it would stick. Hollis had a 
continuous desire to learn 
and create. If you needed 
something repaired, he 
was your man. He was 
an excellent welder and 
established this reputation 
at a young age when he 
began his own successful 
business, Hulaco Welding. 
He was a giver. Hollis would 
give you his last dime and 
not bat an eye. He had a 
huge heart for the elderly 
and those in need. While 
all of these qualities alone 
made up for an amazing 
person, what mattered the 
most was his heart. When 
Hollis was 8 years old, he 
prayed and asked Jesus to 
be his savior and to forgive 
him of his sins. He soon 
was baptized in believers 
baptism. For this, we have 
hope. For this we only weep 
for his earthly absence 
because we know that if 
we too have asked Jesus 
to be the Lord of our lives, 
we will be reunited with 
Hollis in Heaven one day. 
He will be forever loved 
and forever missed by his 
family and friends. In lieu 
of flowers, please consider 
making donations to the 
Alabama Baptist Children's 
Home. Paul Bearers: David 
Latham, Brad Smith, 
Micheal Powell, Frankie 
Humphries ,Kevin Chisom, 
Dan Burmeister, and Mark 
Humphries. Honorary 
Paul Bearers: Lynn Harper, 
Larry Latham, Dennis 
Latham and Danny Wright.

Derek Lynn Smith, 44
Derek Lynn Smith, 44, of 

Athens, Alabama, passed 
away peacefully Friday 
evening, Sept. 18, 2026, 
at his residence after a 
courageous battle with 
cancer. Derek was born 
Dec. 23, 1981, to William 
“Chuck” and Linda Smith 
of Athens, Alabama. He 
was a true outdoorsman 
who loved fishing, listening 
to music, and enjoying 
the simple moments that 
made life special. More 
than anything, Derek will 
be remembered for the 
love he had for his family 
and friends and the special 
place he held in the hearts 
of everyone who knew him. 
Although his battle with 
cancer was difficult, Derek 
faced it with strength and 
courage. His life was a 
testament to the love and 
memories he shared with 
those around him. His time 
with us may have been cut 
short, but the impact he 
made on the lives of others 
will never be forgotten. 
Derek leaves behind his 
two children, Jordan Smith 
and Aerial Smith, and his 
three grandchildren. He is 
also survived by his sisters, 
Karen (Lamont) Freeman 
of Athens, Alabama, and 
Dana Smith (Reese) 
Wright of Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa; his brother, Chris 
Smith of Athens, Alabama; 
and his exceptional 
friends, David “Buster” 
Williams, Lori Ussery, 
and Jeff McLaughlin, 
all of Athens, Alabama. 
Derek was preceded in 
death by his beloved 
parents, William “Chuck” 
and Linda Smith and 
exceptional mentor Doug 
Wells of Athens, Alabama. 
Derek will be deeply 
missed by his children, 
grandchildren, family, 
and friends. Though he 
is no longer here to share 
a fishing trip, a ROLL 
TIDE! a song, a laugh, or 
a simple conversation, 
the memories he created 
will remain forever in 
the hearts of those who 
loved him. Rest peacefully, 
Derek. Your fight is over, 
but your memory and the 
love you gave will live on 
forever. Decatur Brown 
Service Funeral Home is 
assisting the family.

Janet Lee DeHeer, 84
Graveside service for Janet 
Lee DeHeer, 84, of Cullman 
will be at 10 a.m., Tuesday, 
Sept. 22, 2026, at Cullman 
City Cemetery. Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the family. Mrs. 
DeHeer passed away Sept. 
17, 2026, at CRMC.  She 

was born May 8, 1942, in 
Montgomery, Alabama 
to Nelson Burt Lee and 
Mary Kate Boswell Lee.  
She was a member of the 
First Methodist Church 
of Cullman.  She retired 
after working many years 
for Jefferson County.  She 
was preceded in death 
by her parents and her 
husband, John DeHeer.   
Survivors include her 
brother, Lenwood Lee; 
nephew, Nelson Patrick 
Lee; special friends 
during her illness, Tammy 
McClanahan, Laurie 
Payne, friends and family. 
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.com.

Luther Ray Roberts, 83
It is with profound sadness 
that we announce the 
passing of our father, 
Ray Roberts, age 83, of 
Cullman, Alabama. The 
Lord our God called him 
home on Sept. 18, 2026, 
at 7:38 p.m. Ray was born 
on March 2, 1943. He was 
a devoted and faithful 
member of Mission Grove 
Baptist Church. He worked 
at Cullman Products for 
40 years before retiring. 
His coworkers nicknamed 
him “Radio”, although 
the reason remains a 
mystery to his family. Ray 
loved building houses, 
fishing, gardening, and he 
LOVED to talk about God 
and politics. He was also 
an active member of the 
RNC. Ray was preceded 
in death by his wife of 64 
years, Millie Roberts, and 
his parents, Luther and 
Vivian Roberts. Ray is 
survived by his children, 
Regina Hailes (Lee), 
Lynn Hood (Billy), and 
Darrell Roberts (Joanne); 
his grandchildren, 
Nathan, Daniel, Kaylee, 
Shailyn, Nicholas, Jeff, 
Corey, and Blake; nine 
great grandchildren; 
and numerous nieces 
and nephews. He is also 
survived by his brothers, 
J.D. Roberts and Wayne 
Roberts (Shirley), and 
his sisters, Geraldine 
Baker (Milford), and 
Rhonda White (Gary). 
A Celebration of Life 
Service will be held at 2 
p.m. on October 11, 2026, 
at Mission Grove Baptist 
Church on Shafer Road in 
Cullman, Alabama. Family 
and friends are invited to 
attend, share memories, 
and join us in honoring and 
celebrating the life of Ray 
Roberts. Arrangements 
entrusted to Scottsboro 
Funeral Home.

FREE OBITUARY LISTINGS
HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US

Email: obits@cullmantribune.com
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Hanceville 
Funeral Home 

	

100 Michelle Street Northwest, 
Hanceville, Alabama 35077 

   ((225566))  335522--33113300  

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory
– "Sincere Compassionate Care" –

CULLMAN’S ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN
DIRECT CREMATION $1,695 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

 100% Locally Owned & Operated
by Steve and Hilda Rodgers

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

Harvest in motion: Share the road with farmers this fall

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — As 
combines roll through fields 
and crops make their way 
from fields to market, Ala-
bama drivers should expect 
to share rural roadways with 
farmers and farm equipment 
this fall.
	 “Farmers have spent 
months growing corn, cotton, 
peanuts and soybeans,” said 
Alabama Farmers Federa-
tion President Jimmy Par-
nell. “Now, it’s time to get 

those crops out of the field 
and into the hands of people 
who depend on them. Farm-
ers are providing for the folks 
they share the road with. 
Those drivers have places 
they need to get to safely, and 
their farmer friends do, too.”
	 Parnell said farmers try 
to avoid moving machinery 
during high-traffic times and 
pull over to allow cars to pass. 
However, some congestion is 
inevitable due to speed lim-
itations of farm equipment. 
He encourages all drivers to 
be alert, slow down and prac-

tice patience.
	 “We know our neighbors 
are in a hurry to get to school, 
work or other appoint-
ments,” Parnell said. “Saving 
a few minutes is not worth 
endangering yourself, the 
farmer or other drivers by 
passing on a solid yellow line, 
swerving around a tractor or 
approaching slow-moving 
vehicles at high speed.”
	 Parnell said drivers can 
quickly close the distance 
between a vehicle and farm 
equipment. It takes just 5 
seconds for a car moving 55 

mph to close a gap the length 
of a football field with a trac-
tor moving 15 mph.

To stay safe on the roads, 
drivers should:
•	 Slow down when they see 
a piece of agricultural equip-
ment. Most farm equipment 
is designed to travel 15 to 25 
mph.
•	 Watch for slow-moving 
vehicle (SMV) signs. The 
orange triangles identify ve-
hicles traveling less than 25 
mph. 
•	 Look for electronic or 

hand turn signals. A tractor 
veering right does not nec-
essarily mean the operator is 
pulling over to allow vehicles 
to pass. Large farm equip-
ment often requires extra 
room to make wide turns.
•	 Pass farm equipment 
cautiously. Even when pass-
ing safely and legally, ma-
chinery may sway.
•	 Keep all tires on the road. 
Expect equipment operators 
to do the same. Driving with 
one set of tires on loose-sur-
face shoulders increases risk 
of rolling over.

•	 Watch for flashing amber 
lights. This often marks the 
far right and left of farm 
equipment. Also watch for 
reflective tape marking ex-
tremities and sides of equip-
ment.
Always remember agricul-
tural vehicle operators have 
a right to drive equipment on 
the road.

National Farm Safety and 
Health Week is Sept. 21-25. 
Learn more at  www.necasag.
org/nationalfarmsafetyand-
healthweek. 

Maggie Gaddy
Contributor
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GMC DEALER OF THE YEARGMC DEALER OF THE YEARGMC DEALER OF THE YEAR

2026 Buick
Enclave Avenir

2.5L Turbo Engine
3rd Row Seating

22" Alloy Wheels
Speed-Sensing Steering

SAVE
$11,000!

STK# 64207

NOW $55,409
WAS $65,610

2026 Buick
Encore GX
Preferred

1.3L EcoTec Turbo Engine
Lane Keep Assist

8-Way Power Driver Seat
Flat Folding Front Passenger 

         Seatback

SAVE
$6,500!

STK# 64250

NOW $24,374
WAS $36,075

2026 GMC Sierra  
2500 HD Denali
Ultimate

6.6L Duramax V8 Turbo Diesel
Alpine Umber Leather
Gooseneck/5th Wheel Prep Package

Hill Descent Control
16-Way Power Front Seats 

         with Lumbar

SAVE
$12,000!

STK# 69559

NOW $88,429
WAS $99,630

2026 GMC
SIERRA  
1500 SLT

5.3L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
4WD 10-Speed Automatic

Spray-on Bedliner
Parking Assist

SAVE
$15,000!

STK# 70291

NOW $54,369
WAS $68,570

2026 GMC 
Yukon XL Denali

6.2L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
10-Speed Automatic with
Overdrive

2nd Row Bucket Seats
Magnetic Ride Control
Suspension

SAVE
$6,500!

STK# 69149

NOW $86,114
WAS $91,815

2026 GMC  
Acadia Denali

2.5L DOHC AWD
Enhanced Automatic Parking
Assist

Super Cruise Package
Rear View Camera

SAVE
$7,000!

STK# 68355

NOW $56,904
WAS $63,105

2026 GMC
Terrain Denali

1.5L DOHC AWD
8-Speed Automatic with
Overdrive

Power Liftgate
Leather
Forward Collision Warning

SAVE
$5,000!

STK# 69947

NOW $40,189
WAS $44,390

2026 GMC 
Sierra
1500 SLT

5.3L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
10 Speed Automatic

ProGrade Trailering System
X31 Off-Road Package

SAVE
$15,000!

STK# 70627

NOW $54,369
WAS $68,570 2026 Buick  

Envista Sport
Touring

1.2L EcoTec Turbo Engine
Heated Steering Wheel
Leather

Remote Open/Remote Start
Split Folding Rear Seat

SAVE
$5,000!

STK# 64271

NOW $25,679
WAS $29,880

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.

ALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALER

9 YEARS IN A ROW!9 YEARS IN A ROW!9 YEARS IN A ROW!

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL ANDTHANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL AND

REGIONAL CUSTOMERS FOR MAKINGREGIONAL CUSTOMERS FOR MAKING

BILL SMITH 2025 DEALER OF THE YEAR!BILL SMITH 2025 DEALER OF THE YEAR!

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL AND
REGIONAL CUSTOMERS FOR MAKING

BILL SMITH 2025 DEALER OF THE YEAR!
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TPMS SENSORS31 Years
and Rolling!

30 %
OFF

HIGH TREAD AND
ALL USED TIRES
AT AND LT INCLUDED
NO SIZE RESTRICTIONS
NEW EXCLUDED

$40
INSTALLED

315 MAIN ST.NW, HANCEVILLE

MON–TUES–THURS–FRIDAY 8:00–5:30
WEDS 8–12 | SAT 8:00–2:00

256–352–2221

...IN THAT WHILE
WE YET SINNERS
CHRIST DIED
FOR US.

ROMANS 5:8

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

ANNIVE
RSARY

S

T

S

T

S

T

Refreshments
will be served.

THANK YOU TO
OUR ADVERTISERS!

SHERRY BROWN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNESHERRY BROWN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

SHERRY BROWN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Truth in Nature Pro Rodeo
The fourth annual Truth in Nature Pro Rodeo brought two nights of professional competition to the 

Cullman County Agricultural Trade Center on Friday and Saturday, Sept. 11-12, while raising support 
for the Christian mentoring ministry serving boys from fatherless and single-parent homes.




