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Cullman County Commission approves FY
2027 budget, discusses water billing transition

Liz Tankersley
liz@cullmantribune.com
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- THEY’RE BACK! -
The Hay People
have made their
return, and that
can only mean one
thing...Cullman

Oktoberfest is
coming!

CULLMAN, Ala. - The Cullman
County Commission at its meet-
ing on Tuesday, Sept. 22, approved
its fiscal year 2027 budget and
a lengthy list of county business
items.

One of the major updates dis-

cussed during the meeting was the
upcoming transition of Cullman
County Water and Sanitation bill-
ing.

Cullman Electric Cooperative
will no longer accept payments for
Cullman County Water or Cull-
man County Sanitation after Sept.
25. Between Sept. 26 and Oct. 5,
no payments will be accepted due

to the transition of billing ser-
vices.

As of Oct. 5, all payments for
both Cullman County Water and
Cullman County Sanitation will
be handled through the Cullman
County Water Department.

Officials said there will be a
grace period during the transition
in case customers miss the notice.

Customers who currently have au-
tomatic payments set up through
Cullman Electric Cooperative
will need to set them up again
beginning Oct. 5 through Cullman
County Water and Sanitation
at  ccwaterandsanitation.payub.
com. Additional information can
be found on the Cullman County
Commission and Cullman County

Water Department websites.

The Commission also ap-
proved the county’s fiscal year
2027 budget, effective Oct. 1. The
$94,621,043  budget includes
major county funds, including the
General Fund, roads and bridges,
parks, water, CARTS and econom-
ic development, while excluding
transfers  between » PAGE 6

Wissota Chophouse to close Cullman
location Sept. 26; new concept teased

Noah Galilee

noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - Wissota
Chophouse will close its Cull-
man restaurant Saturday, Sept.
26, after approximately 2.5 years
in business, according to an an-
nouncement from the restaurant.

The restaurant, located
inside Cobblestone Hotel &
Suites at 1835 Main Ave. SW, did
not provide a specific reason for
the closure. Its announcement
indicated, however, that plans are
being developed to bring a differ-
ent concept to the space.

“After much thought and con-
sideration, we want to share that
September 26, 2026 will be our
last day of business,” the restau-
rant stated.

Wissota said all outstanding
gift cards must be used by Sept.
26. The announcement did not

indicate whether the cards could
be redeemed at another Wis-
sota location after the Cullman
restaurant closes.

The restaurant said it be-
lieves the space presents an op-
portunity for something new that
better fits the needs of its guests
and the Cullman community.

“Were looking forward to
this next chapter and to bring-
ing something exciting to the
community,” the announcement
stated. “Stay tuned! We'll be
making announcements about
what’s coming to the space as
plans develop.”

No details were released
about the proposed replacement,
including its name, ownership,
type of restaurant or anticipated
opening date. The announcement
addressed only Wissota Chop-
house and did not state that the
adjoining Cobblestone Hotel &

Suites is closing.

Wissota also thanked its
Cullman employees for their
work during the restaurant’s op-
eration.

“The last couple of years
have been filled with hard work,
dedication, memories, and so
many moments shared with our
guests,” the restaurant stated.
“We are incredibly grateful for
everything our team has contrib-
uted and for the role they have
played in making this place what
ithas been.”

The announcement did not
disclose how many employees
will be affected or whether mem-
bers of the Wissota staff could be
offered positions with the opera-
tion planned for the space.

Wissota Chophouse opened
in February 2024 as part of the
Cobblestone Hotel development.
A ribbon-cutting ceremony for

WISSOTA CHOPHOUSE

the hotel and restaurant was held
March 28, 2024.

The Cullman location was
Cobblestone’s first hotel in Al-
abama, while Wissota was de-
scribed at the time as the restau-
rant brand’s ninth location overall
and its second outside Wisconsin.
The Cullman property was also
the first partnership between the
Cobblestone Hotel & Suites and
Wissota Chophouse brands.

The 63-room ho-
tel-and-restaurant development
was announced in August 2022
and was projected as an approx-
imately $8.8 million investment
employing at least 22 people.

The City of Cullman received
a $150,000 Community Develop-
ment Block Grant for infrastruc-
ture supporting the development,
including a turning lane along
Main Avenue and a new access
road. The city com- » PAGE 3

Downtown street,
parking closures

begin Sept. 26 for
Oktoberfest
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Brock Trace moves
into environmental
permitting following
subdivision

approval » PAGE 5

Enclave acquires
Cullman
distribution center

occupied by RESRG

Automotive »pace2

Goat Island Brewing
announces majority
ownership sale to
longtime investor

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

» PAGE 5

PET OF THE WEEK
Ruby is ready to be your
adventure buddy

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

Ruby » PAGE 3

ALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALER
GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR
OVEFXSIARA

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM 1940 SECOND AVE NW ¢ CULLMAN, AL 35055 ¢ 256-734-4472
*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL AND REGIONAL CUSTOMERS
FOR MAKING BILL SMITH 2025 DEALER OF THE YEAR!

2026 Buick
Enclave Avenir

e 2.5L Turbo Engine
o J3rd Row Seating

WAS $65,610

NOW $55,409

e 22" Alloy Wheels

o Speed-Sensing Steering

SAVE
$11,000!

STK# 64207
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Sept. 23

Staff Reports

Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. - Below
are the arrests and incidents
reported Sept. 23, 2026. All
persons are innocent until
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = fail-
ure to appear

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS

Sept. 17

e theft of property-4th
degree; Wal-Mart; general
merchandise; $139; Hwy. 157
e theft of property-1st
degree; forgery-3rd degree;
Willoughby Roofing & Sheet

Metal, Inc.; forged check

ARRESTS

Sept. 21-22

Hessom, Terrence O.; 32

e FTA -violation of protec-
tion order

Hopper, Christopher A.; 44
e possession of drug para-
phernalia

Nash, Angela M.; 32
e FTA - theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Scott, Kenneth R.; 54

e FTA -fail to register vehi-
cle

¢ FTA - insurance violation
e FTA - driving while sus-
pended

Ridgeway, Cy J.; 33

¢ FTA - insurance violation
e FTA - driving without li-
cense

¢ FTA - expired tag

Bacon, Edward T.; 31
e theft of property-4th
degree

Cross, Brandy R.; 47

¢ FTA - insurance violation
¢ FTA - fail to register vehi-
cle

Doss, Bethany N.; 39

¢ possession of controlled
substances (2 counts)

e promoting prison contra-
band

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT
No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest and incident re-
ports online Monday-Friday
at www.CullmanTribune.
com.

Closures (from Front)

Noah Galilee

noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - Several down-
town streets and parking areas will
temporarily close beginning Sat-
urday, Sept. 20, as preparations get
underway for Cullman Oktoberfest,
scheduled for Oct. 1-4, according to
the City of Cullman.

Depot Drive, between the His-
toric Train Depot and Depot Park,
will close at 10 p.m. Saturday, Sept.
26, and is scheduled to reopen at 5

p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 7.

The Cullman County Museum
parking lot and the section of First
Avenue Northeast between the
museum and Festhalle will close
at 11 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 27. Both
are scheduled to reopen at 11 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 5.

Arnold Street Northeast will
close at 8:30 a.m. Monday, Sept. 28,
and is scheduled to reopen at 11 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 4.

First Avenue Northeast west
of Clark Street, Clark Street North-

CITY OF CULLMAN

east and the warehouse parking lot
will close at 11 p.m. Monday, Sept.
28. Those areas are scheduled to
reopen at 11 p.m. Monday, Oct. 5.

Second Avenue Northeast will
remain open throughout Oktober-
fest.

The city encouraged drivers to
use caution downtown, allow addi-
tional travel time and follow posted
signs and barricades during festival
setup, activities and cleanup.

The accompanying map shows
the specific closure locations.

Enclave (from Front)

Noah Galilee

noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - A
235,000-square-foot  industrial
property used by RESRG Auto-
motive has changed ownership as
the automotive supplier prepares
for a separate multimillion-dollar
expansion of its Cullman manu-
facturing operation.

Enclave, a Fargo, North Da-
kota-based real estate investment,
development and construction
company, announced this week
that it acquired the Trade Dis-
tribution Center at 2400 Trade
Drive.

The industrial building sits
on 11.88 acres near RESRG’s Cull-
man manufacturing operation and
is fully occupied by the automo-
tive supplier.

The purchase price was not
disclosed in Enclave’s announce-
ment.

Commercial real estate firm
Newmark marketed the prop-
erty for sale before the acquisi-
tion. Marketing materials show
RESRG recently renewed its lease
on the distribution center for an-
other seven years beginning May
1,2026.

The lease renewal provides a

longer-term commitment to the
property at the same time RESRG
is preparing to increase produc-
tion at its nearby Cullman plant.

The Trade Distribution
Center was built in 2011 and un-
derwent a substantial expansion
in 2016, according to the proper-
ty’s sale materials. The building
includes 36-foot clear heights and
31 overhead doors.

RESRG uses the property
as part of its automotive supply
operation. Enclave identified the
company as a Tier 1 supplier serv-
ing multiple automakers.

The acquisition is separate
from RESRG’s previously an-
nounced expansion of its Cullman
manufacturing facility.

The Cullman City Council
in August approved a 10-year
tax abatement associated with
approximately $10.92 million in
planned investment by RESRG.

Cullman Economic Develop-
ment Agency Executive Director
Jamie Troutman told The Tribune
at the time that the project in-
cludes new robotics, paint-supply
equipment, conveyor systems,
safety and control upgrades and
an addition to the existing manu-
facturing building.

The work is intended to in-

crease paint-line capacity to sup-
port additional business awarded
to the Cullman operation.

RESRG had 338 employees
when the expansion was an-
nounced. The project is expected
to create 180 additional full-time
positions, with the company ulti-
mately targeting as many as 250
new jobs, according to informa-
tion provided to the City.

The planned expansion is also
projected to add approximate-
ly $8 million to the company’s
annual payroll when completed.
Operations associated with the
expansion were expected to begin
in2027.

The city estimated approx-
imately $575400 in nonedu-
cational taxes would be abated
during the 10-year period, while
approximately $697,768 in edu-
cation tax revenue would still be
collected.

Enclave’s  acquisition —an-
nouncement does not indicate
that the ownership change will
alter RESRG’s use of the Trade
Drive facility.

The company also did not
disclose the seller, transaction
price or whether additional im-
provements are planned for the
distribution center.

Successors to

VIRGIL B. FOWLER
Poot Sttt aned Sosancmee

AGENCY
Culity Sonoo 1925

734-3821

vbfowlerinsurance.com

WILLIAM RICHARD & SON INSURANCE

“ Gotabtishod 7555 "

Virgil B. Fowler 1895-1978 - Virgil B. Fowler Jr. 1937-2019 - Dorothy S. Fowler - Jason S. Fowler
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NOW HIRING

TIRE TECHS

SAME DAY
APPLICATION
AND INTERVIEW

iy COMPETITIVE

PAY

COLLEGE TIRE

315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

256-352-2221

Grace Episcopal Church
Cheeseball Sales are Under-
way! Place Your Holiday Order
by Oct. 5.

The Grace Episcopal Church
Women are currently selling
their popular cheeseballs for
the holidays! This year we are
offering nine cheeseball fla-
vors. Orders must be placed by
Monday, Oct. 5, 2026. You may
place your order by going to
www.gracechurch.org where you
can order online or print out an
order form to mail in. You can
also call the church office 256-
734-6212 on Tuesday, Wednes-
day or Thursday between 9 a.m.
and 1 p.m. to place your order.
Cheeseballs will be ready for
pickup on Thursday, Nov. 19,
at Grace Episcopal Church. All
proceeds from our cheeseball
project go to outreach including
Committee on Church Coopera-
tion (CCC), the Good Samaritan
Health Clinic, The Pilot Light
Home, The Willow Path (for-
merly Victim Services), Hope
Horses, Cullman Caring for Kid
and Wallace State Campus Min-
istries.

PUBLIC NOTICE:

The Cullman County Special
Education Program is seeking to
locate children with disabilities
ages 0-21 within the Cullman
County School District. Ages
0-3 call Kristie Smith, 256-734-
3253. Ages 3-21 call Katie Meigs,
Special Education Coordinator,
256-739-0480, Ext 2.

The system is also seeking to
locate intellectually gifted and
talented children, with the em-
phasis on second-grade students.
Contact Special Education Co-
ordinator Katie Meigs at 17600
U.S. Highway 31 N, Cullman, Al
35058.

The Poetry of Recovery: Re-
covery Support Group

Every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 514
Cleveland Ave. SW in Cullman.
Facebook/The Poetry of Re-
covery. Contact Jeff at 727-542-
6413 or John at 256-636-00612.

Cullman County Historical So-
ciety Meetings

We meet the fourth Sunday of
the month from 2-4 p.m. at the
North Alabama Agriplex Her-
itage Building. Each meeting
features a specific program or
speaker. Join us!

Attention Senior Citizens
[fyou are 60 or over, please come
to the Cullman Senior Center at
1539 Sportsman Lake Road NW
and have some fun with us and
eat lunch. Good fun, good friends
and good food. Different things
going on Monday through Friday,
8 a.m.-noon.

Volunteers needed to deliver
meals to homebound. Call Com-
mission on Aging for info. 256-
734-1241.

Cullman County Republican
Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman VFW.
President Cathi Bradford: “We
are going to begin training to
track legislation in Montgom-
ery. If you need information,
you can directly message me on
Facebook.” Full meals at 5:30.
Meetings start at 6.

The Crossing Food Bank

The Crossing is open on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 9
am.-noon and 1-3:30 p.m. We
are located at 1503 Second St.
SW, Cullman (in the Housing
Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support
Group Meetings

Third Tuesday of every month,
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Ala-
bama Career Center, 1201 Kath-
erine St. NW in Cullman. Con-
tact Olivia Wade, case manager,
at 256-389-2502.

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month

from 8 am.-1 p.m. at the old
Baileyton fire station next to the
town’s park. Beauty and health
products, toys, home goods, pet
items, food and many everyday
items. A donation of $20 will
allow a shopper to fill up a bag,
and for $40 a shopper can fill a
large box. Some of the items of
greater value will require a larger
donation. There will be some
restrictions and product limits
on the items. Cash and checks
accepted. Proceeds will be used
for park improvements and cap-
ital improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous

The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open
AA meetings (all are welcome)
Mondays and Thursdays from
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House,
located next to Grace Episcopal
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone numbers:
256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 or
256-708-1340

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First
Church of the Nazarene, 5415
Alabama Highway 157. CLOSED
literature study. Handicap acces-
sible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-
bly) Meetings

Fridays, 9:30-11 am., at the
Donald E. Green Adult Active
Center, 1625 Cleveland Ave. SW.
The first meeting is free. TOPS, a
national program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to weight
loss and management through
weekly meetings providing infor-
mation, accountability, support
and encouragement where you
make the changes that make
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group
Meetings

The NAR-ANON family group
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by some-
one else’s addiction. We offer
Help by sharing our experiences,
strength and hope. We carry
the message of hope by letting
others know that they are not
alone by practicing the 12 Steps
of NAR-ANON and changing our
own attitudes. We Respect Your
Anonymity. Our program is not
a religious one, but a spiritual
way of life. Meetings will be held
at The Ruehl Building (Family
Life Center of St. John’s Church)
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. Con-
tact Jamie Weathersby Smith
256-708-7122 or Don or Nancy
McKenzie 256-736-3327 or 256-
730-3470 for more information.

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings
The Al-Anon Family Groups are
afellowship of friends and family
whose lives have been affected
by alcoholism. The Cullman
Serenity Al-Anon Group meets
each Monday at noon at 1519 St.
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also a
Zoom meeting each Tuesday at
noon. The Courage to Change
Al-Anon Family Group meets
on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace
Episcopal Church at 305 Arnold
St. NE in the Carriage House,
located between the church and
the Arnold House on the corner.
For more information call 256-
734-2231 or 2560-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link

o 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman,
AL 35055

o Tuesday and Thursday 9
am.-3:30 p.m.

*  Closed for lunch noon-1
p.m.

Alpha Delta Kappa Invitation
Are you a woman educator look-
ing to connect, grow, serve, and
make a difference? We want to
invite you to contact our local
Cullman chapters Alpha Theta
or Beta Delta. Alpha Delta Kappa
is a national honorary organiza-
tion of more than 25,000 women
educators who share a commit-
ment to valuing all people and
promoting quality education.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

*  Build lifelong friendships

*  Connect with educators who
share your passion

o Grow through leadership
and professional opportunities

*  Serve your school, commu-
nity and beyond

o Celebrate the important
work of women educators

Your dedication to education
matters. Your voice matters. You
belong with us.

For more information contact
President of Alpha Theta Lau-
rita Hogland 256-531-2298 or
Presidents of Beta Delta Rhonda
Vanzant 256-708-7980 or Lisa
Hullett 256-962-4252.

Church Services: Spirit Life
Church

¢ 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW,
Cullman

*  256-739-3326

o gpiritlifechurchcullman@
gmail.com

o FB-Spirit Life Church Cull-
man

*  Friday, Sept. 25 - Celebrate
Recovery. Fellowship and testi-
monies. Hurts, habits and hang-
ups are a part of everyone's life.
Come and see how to overcome
these and more! Dinner at 6 p.m.
Meeting starts at 6:30. Childcare
provided.

*  Sunday, Sept. 27 - 8:15 a.m.
Van runs in 5 Points Area. Call
Betty Hays at 256-338-3728 for
pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. Bible
study classes for children, youth
and adults at 10. Praise and
worship and message by Pastor
Bobby Dodd at 11.

Shirley Burden Public Library
in Hanceville

The library is open Tuesday-Fri-
day 8 am.-5 p.m. (closed from
noon-1p.m.) and Saturdays from
9 a.m.-1p.m. Join us on Facebook
for weekly details or please feel
free to call us at 256-352-0685.
Follow  Facebook/Hanceville
Public Library for event details.

*  Wednesday, Sept. 30, 10 a.m.
Children’s book club and story-
time with Briana Taylor and An-
gelyn Riggs, children’s book club
*  October-November, regular
Wednesday 10 a.m. storytime
continues. Please visit the Face-
book page for weekly detailed
information.

e Adult book club meets
monthly- Saturday, Sept. 19, Oct.
17,at10 am.

o Saturday, Nov. 7, 9 am.-1
p.m. Mud Creek Festival BOOK
SALE

* Library will be closed on
Nov. 11 in honor of Veterans Day
We are looking for community
volunteers to read storytime on
Wednesdays. Contact Teresa
Rivera for details. Volunteers
make our library successful, so
we thank our local community.

Cullman County Fair Parade
Saturday, Sept. 26, at 2 p.m. U.S.
Highway 31, from Seventh Street
Southwest to Arnold Street
Northwest.

43rd Annual Cullman County
Band Exhibition

Saturday, Sept. 26, at 6 p.m. at
Oliver Woodard Stadium at Cull-
man High School. Gates open
at 5. Nine area marching bands
will perform. Tickets are $5 for
adults. Kids 6 and younger get
in free.

Sacred Heart Church German
Dinner

Wednesday, Sept. 30, 4-7 p.m. in
the Sacred Heart Church gym.
Traditional German food, $15
per plate. Dine in or take out.

Little Pink Dress Benefit
Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 6-9 p.m.
at The Venue at Stone Bridge
Farms. Tickets on sale now!
www.cullmanbosombuddies.
com/service/little-pink-dress-
event
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Ruby (from Front)

Noah Galilee

noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - A splash
in the kiddie pool and some-
one to share the day with
give Ruby plenty of reasons
to be happy. Now, this cheer-
ful girl needs a forever home
where she can share her en-
thusiasm for life.

Ruby, The Cullman Tri-
bune Pet of the Week, is an
approximately  1l-year-old
red heeler available for adop-
tion at the Cullman County
Animal Shelter.

She has medium energy
and is eager to be by your
side for whatever adventure

the day brings.

One of Ruby’s favorite
activities is playing in the
kiddie pool, especially on hot
days. Heading out together?

She is also happy to tote
a backpack with snacks and
water for herself and her
human companion.

Her animated personali-
ty brings a sense of optimism
to everyday activities.

With her enthusiasm and
desire to stay close, Ruby
could be a devoted compan-
ion for someone looking for
a four-legged friend to share
life’s outings and quieter mo-
ments.

Ruby’s adoption fee is

$130 and includes spaying,
vaccinations and microchip-
ping.

To meet Ruby or learn
more about adopting her,
visit the Cullman County
Animal Shelter at 935 Con-
vent Road NE.The shelter
is open Monday through
Friday from 9 am.-3:30
p-m. Contact the shelter at
256-734-5448 or cullman-
animalshelter@co.cullman.
al.us.

If she’s already been ad-
opted, don’t worry! Many
more pets are waiting for
their forever homes, and
your perfect companion may
be among them.

Wissota (from Front)

mitted an additional $30,250
toward those improvements.

In an August 2025 Tribune
restaurant profile, then-General
Manager Karli Duncan said one
of the Cullman location’s greatest
challenges had been becoming

part of residents’ established
dining routines. At the time,
Duncan said the restaurant had
made significant progress in its
efficiency and team development.

The restaurant’s final an-
nouncement thanked customers

for dining at Wissota, holding
celebrations at the restaurant and
supporting the business.

“Come see us before Sep-
tember 26 and help us make this
final week one to remember,” the
announcement stated.

COMMUNITY MATTERS 3

NOW HIRING GLASS
A CDL DRIVERS

SAME DAY
APPLICATION ka
AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE
PAY AND
BENEFITS

SFTWI

PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

256-352-2221

COMMUNITY C()RNER

FOR SALE

rolls,

Pickup only, no deliveries.

HOME! Central

NEW HAY FOR SALE. 4x5
fertilized, mixed cow
hay. $30 aroll. 256-338-6051.

BREATHE FREELY AT
Boiler’s
Classic Edge Titanium HDX

OUTDOOR wood furnace
eliminates indoor smoke for
healthier living. Boilerworx
Plus-serving Cullman and
surrounding areas. Call 256-
347-6832!

SERVICES
MYRA’S DECORATION
FLOWERS is now open
Thurs-Sat from 10am-5pm.
Myra’s is conveniently lo-
cated on CR 1343 close to
Vinemont Super Saver. With
over 20 years experience
we will create your custom
arrangements with quality
silk flowers. Prices range be-
tween $5.00-$48.00. Call or
text 256-595-9748 to order.
Come and let me save you

money!

SERVICES
STRUGGLING WITH
STAIRS? STAY SAFE AT
HOME. Acorn Stairlifts® are
the perfect solution for ar-
thritis, COPD, and mobility
challenges. A+ Rated by the
BBB. Special $250 Savings
and a FREE In-Home Con-
sultation. Call 1-844-349-
3270 Today!

UP TO $15,000.00 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE IN-

SURANCE! No medical

exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral and
Call
Physicians Life Insurance
Company- 866-321-2416 or
visit

other final expenses.

www.Life55plus.info/
Alabama

APPLIANCE REPAIR:
Prompt local service avail-
able for appliance repair.
Washer/Dryer, Dishwasher,
Stove/Oven
and all major appliances.
Certified, Insured techs. Sat-
isfaction guaranteed. Call to

Refrigerator,

schedule your appointment
now! 1-877-441-0132

SELLING A RV, Tractor
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE or by region in
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers
each week! Run your ad in
our Classified Network for
just $210 per week! Make
one call to this newspaper
Ala-SCAN
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how
eagsy it is to advertise state-

(participating

wide!

WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition. Easy
three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get
your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-877-385-7131

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount
of water can lead to major

N
MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
v

damage in your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out
the wet area and do repairs
to protect your family and
your home’s value! If you
have water in your home
that needs to be dried, Call
24/7: 1-833-879-1371 Have
zip code of service location

ready when you call!

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Superior quality bath
and systems at
AFFORDABLE PRICES!

Lifetime warranty & pro-

shower

fessional installs. Call Now!
1-877-583-6484

CONSUMER CELLULAR
- the same reliable, nation-
wide coverage as the largest
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and ac-
tivation is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month.
For more information, call
1-844-358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY
AUDIEN HEARING. The
world’s first hearing aid with
touchscreen controls. No
tiny buttons, apps or pre-
scriptions. 45-day risk free
trial. Free shipping. Lifetime
support. More than 1.5 mil-
lion happy customers. Call
Audien 1-844-298-7678

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy That
Moves with You with Inogen

Portable Oxygen Concentra-

tors. FREE information kit.
Call 1-833-650-7885

FOR SALE
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT
just a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-877-
817-4697 www.dental50plus.
com/alabama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call
now for a free quote and
see how much you can save!
1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOORING?
Call today to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call
Today! 1-877-403-4821

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’
programs help veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-426-
0193

DONATE YOUR CAR,
truck, boat, RV and more to
support our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top
tax deduction! Call Veteran
Car Donations at 1-877-724-
3049 today!

A-T Battory Sales
AUTO - TRUEEK - TRACTOR
icaitly Eattarisy For ey Wasy

Himiay 19578
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 * Cullman, AL 35055
Phaar: [Blerk 256-F30-5430

Vehicle Title Problem?
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
JSE:Alabama's Vehicle Title

Recovery Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars,
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers. Stop in, by phone or online!

Free Phone Consultation
Call 1-256-850-0527
www.JSEAL.com
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Unbeaten Addison, Cold Springs headline four-game Friday slate

Noah Galilee

noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN COUNTY,
Ala. - Two unbeaten teams,
two county matchups and
the first meeting between
Vinemont and Appalachian
headline  Friday night’s
abbreviated local football
schedule.

Addison and Cold Springs
enter the final Friday of Sep-
tember with a combined
9-0 record. The Bulldogs
will host Oakman, while the
Eagles will visit Holly Pond.
Good Hope will make the
short trip to West Point and
Vinemont will travel to Ap-
palachian.

All four games are sched-
uled to kick off at 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25. Each is a
nonregion matchup, giving
the eight teams a one-week
break from games that count
toward postseason qualifi-
cation before region play re-
sumes in October.

Cullman, Fairview,
Hanceville and Meek have
open dates.

Oakman (1-4) at Addison
(5-0)

Addison has controlled every
game on its way to a 5-0 start,

outscoring its opponents
251-13 and winning each con-
test by at least 28 points.

The Bulldogs have posted
three shutouts, and the only
touchdowns they have al-
lowed came against Waterloo
and Meek. Addison’s first-
team defense has not surren-
dered a point this season.

Senior quarterback
Elijah Roberts continues to
drive an offense averaging
50.2 points and 370.8 yards
per game. Roberts is averag-
ing 120 rushing yards, 108.6
passing yards and 228.6 total
yards per contest.

He completed 6 of 7
passes for 123 yards and
three touchdowns in last
week’s 56-6 victory over
Meek and added a rushing
touchdown. Addison led 21-0
after the first quarter and
49-0 at halftime.

Oakman has dropped
three consecutive games
since defeating Dora 13-7 on
Aug. 28. The Wildcats fell to
Hatton 48-7 last week and
have been outscored 164-45
through five games.

Addison owns a19-8-1ad-
vantage in the all-time series.
The schools have not met
since the Bulldogs won 41-0
in 2009.

Cold Springs (4-0) at Holly
Pond (2-2)

Cold Springs will try to
extend its unbeaten start in
a county matchup at Thom-
as-Michelfelder Field.

The Eagles have out-
scored their first four op-
ponents 119-41, including a
36-21 road victory over pre-
viously unbeaten Cleveland
last week. Cold Springs is
also 3-0 in Class 2A, Region 5
play.

Cason Alexander ran for
102 yards and a touchdown
against Cleveland. Cooper
Johnson added 71 yards and
two scores, while Ethan Day
rushed for 62 yards and in-
tercepted two passes.

Brooks Black supplied
one of the game’s biggest
plays when he returned a
fumble 90 yards for a touch-
down.

Elijah Moore also recov-
ered a fumble and Tucker
Freeman recorded a sack as
the Eagles forced four turn-
overs.

Holly Pond will look to
rebound from a 54-14 loss
to Vinemont. John Hamby
scored both Broncos touch-
downs, including a 30-yard
run during the third quarter.

The Broncos are 2-2

overall and 1-2 in Class 3A,
Region 6. They opened the
season with a 20-0 victory at
J.B. Pennington and blanked
Hanceville 50-0 before losses
to Oneonta and Vinemont.
Holly Pond leads the all-
time series 20-11, but Cold
Springs won the most recent
meeting 42-7 in 2023.

Vinemont (3-2) at Appala-
chian (2-2)

Vinemont and Appalachian
will meet for the first time,
according to Alabama High
School Football History re-
cords.

The matchup features
teams averaging  more
than 30 points per game.
Vinemont has scored 162
points through five con-
tests, while Appalachian has
scored 126 in four games.

The Eagles from
Vinemont are coming off
their most complete offen-
sive performance of the
season, a 54-14 county vic-
tory at Holly Pond. Quarter-
back Josh Rhodes ran for a
touchdown and threw scor-
ing passes to Lukas Ming,
Jaxon Marotz and Preston
Hanners.

Kaleb Speegle returned
an interception 25 yards for

a touchdown and added a
second interception before
halftime. Karson Arbet and
Brennan Marlow also scored
on the ground, while Deacon
Foell recovered a fumble.

Appalachian had an open
date last week after split-
ting its first four games. The
Eagles defeated Locust Fork
43-20 and Woodville 35-20,
while falling to Cleveland
35-34 and Spring Garden 30-
14.

Appalachian is averaging
345.8 yards per game. Cole
Smith leads its offense with
averages of 206.5 passing
yards, 89.3 rushing yards and
295.8 total yards per game.
Sam Stidham is averaging
88.5 receiving yards.

Vinemont is 3-2 overall
and 2-1in Class 3A, Region 6.
Appalachian is 2-2 and 1-1 in
Class 1A, Region 8.

Good Hope (3-1) at West
Point (0-5)
Good Hope carries a three-
game winning streak into its
county matchup with West
Point.

The Raiders opened with
a 31-24 loss to Plainview
before defeating Brewer
47-23, Guntersville 35-21
and Crossville 46-0. They

have outscored their three
Class 4A, Region 8 oppo-
nents 128-44 and sit at 3-0 in
region play.

Good Hope scored 26
points during the first quar-
ter at Crossville and led 39-0
by halftime. The shutout
was the Raiders’ first of the
season.

West Point remains in
search of its first victory, but
the Warriors turned in their
best defensive performance
of the season during last
week’s 15-10 loss at Ardmore.

West Point trailed 9-3
at halftime before moving
ahead 10-9 near the midpoint
of the third quarter. Ardmore
answered in less than two
minutes, but the Warriors’

defense kept the Tigers
scoreless the rest of the way.
Quarterback Max

Patterson directed a late
fourth-quarter drive before
West  Point’s  comeback
ended short of the end zone.

The Warriors will try to
build on that performance
in their fourth home game of
the season. Good Hope is 2-0
on the road.

West Point leads the all-
time series 25-20-1, while
Good Hope won the most
recent meeting last season.

YOUTH FOOTBALL

All 4 Week 5 makeup series scheduled following heat cancellations

Noah Galilee

noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN COUNTY, Ala. - All
four Cullman County youth-foot-
ball Week 5 series canceled be-
cause of extreme heat now have
makeup dates, with three sched-
uled for Thursday, Sept. 24, and
the final series set for Tuesday,
Sept. 29.

Addison will visit Fairview
and Good Hope will travel to
Hanceville on Thursday, with
Fireplug games beginning at 5:30
p.m. at both sites.

Vinemont will travel to Cold
Springs for a two-division makeup
series Thursday beginning at 6:15
p.m. Only Fireplug and Wee-Wee
will play.

Holly Pond will close out the
Week 5 makeup schedule when it
travels to West Point on Tuesday,
Sept. 29. That series will begin at
6 p.m. and includes Fireplug, Wee-
Wee and Pee-Wee.

The four series were originally
scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 19,
before extreme heat forced their
cancellation.

Addison at Fairview
Thursday, Sept. 24 at 5:30 p.m.
Fireplug start

Fairview will host Addison on
Thursday, with Fireplug beginning
at 5:30 p.m.

Fairview  Youth  Football
Association announced that the
makeup series will feature short-
ened halftimes and shorter inter-

vals between games.
There will be no cheer or twirl
performances during the series.
Separate kickoff times for the
later divisions have not been an-
nounced.

Good Hope at Hanceville
Thursday, Sept. 24 at 5:30 p.m.
Fireplug start

Good Hope will travel to
Hanceville on Thursday, with
Fireplug beginning at 5:30 p.m.

No changes to the partici-
pating divisions have been an-
nounced, and separate Kkickoff
times for the later games have not
been confirmed.

The shortened halftimes and
intervals announced by Fairview
apply to the Addison-Fairview

series and should not be consid-
ered applicable at Hanceville
unless announced by that pro-
gram.

Vinemont at Cold Springs
Thursday, Sept. 24 at 6:15 p.m.
series start

Vinemont will travel to Cold
Springs on Thursday for a makeup
series beginning at 6:15 p.m.

Vinemont announced that
only the Fireplug and Wee-Wee
divisions will compete.

There will be no Pee-Wee
game between Vinemont and Cold
Springs.

The program’s announce-
ment lists the 6:15 p.m. start for
the makeup series but does not
provide separate kickoff times or

explicitly identify the division that
will play first.

Vinemont’s  announcement
also includes an adjusted practice
schedule, with all teams practicing
from 6-8 p.m. Tuesday and the
Pee-Wee team practicing from 6-8
p.m. Thursday.

Holly Pond at West Point
Tuesday, Sept. 29 at 6 p.m. series
start

Holly Pond will travel to West
Point on Tuesday, Sept. 29, for the
final rescheduled Week 5 series.

West Point announced the
makeup date and a 6 p.m. start.
Its announcement lists Fireplug,
Wee-Wee and Pee-Wee.

Separate kickoff times were
not included in the announce-

ment.

With the Vinemont-Cold
Springs announcement, each of
the four Week 5 series affected by
the heat cancellation now has a
makeup date.

Current makeup schedule

o Thursday, Sept. 24: Addison at
Fairview, Fireplug at 5:30 p.m.

o Thursday, Sept. 24: Good
Hope at Hanceville, Fireplug at
5:30 p.m.

o Thursday, Sept. 24: Vinemont
at Cold Springs, series begins at
6:15 p.m., Fireplug and Wee-Wee
only

*  Tuesday, Sept. 29: Holly Pond
at West Point, series begins at 6
p.m., Fireplug, Wee-Wee and Pee-
Wee

Haynes Farm invites visitors to
experience 5-acre sunflower field

Chasady Woods

chasady@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - Haynes
Farm is a seventh gener-
ation farm and ranch in
Cullman. They primarily
tend to cattle and offer ap-
pointment bookings for
beef shares, but also have a
beautiful 5-acre sunflower
field.

The family is offers free
access to neighbors and
beyond, saying, “Our annual
gift to you, our neighbors
and community.”

The sign for the field
reads, “Here comes the
sun,” as a reference to the

iconic Beatles song and, of
course, the sunflowers.

Inthefield sits a60-year-
old Allis-Chalmers tractor
that they encourages visi-
tors to take pictures with.

“Take some sunflowers
home!” they added on their
social media page.

Haynes farm also added,
“Thank you and God bless
you all!”

The farm is located
at 150 County Road 1654
Cullman, AL 35058, on Ala-
bama Highway 69 between
Simcoe and Fairview.

Get more information
at www.facebook.com/
haynesfarmsllc.

“I'M HERE TO WORK WITH YOU TO SOLVE
YOUR VEHICLE NEEDS.”

LOGAN BATES - 256-318-4229
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Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com
CULLMAN, Ala. - A
Murphy  USA  project

planned for Second Avenue
Northwest has moved into
the permitting stage follow-
ing several months of action
before the City of Cullman
Planning Commission.

project at 800 Second Ave.
NW, according to a state-
wide construction-permit
report.

Hollis Concrete & Co.
Inc. is listed as the contrac-
tor.

The permit follows a
series of vity planning ac-
tions involving Murphy
property along Second

USA site plan in May, sub-
ject to contingencies from
the city engineer related to
an Alabama Department of
Transportation traffic and
safety plan.

The project returned to
the Planning Commission
in August, when Murphy re-
quested a short-form subdi-
vision near Second Avenue

COMMUNITY MATTERS 5
Murphy USA project advances with $1.36M Cullman building permit

proved combining and di-
viding three parcels under
common ownership into
two lots.

According to informa-
tion presented at the meet-
ing, Murphy would continue
to occupy Lot 1, while the
second lot would remain
available for future com-
mercial development.

at the property, but the pub-
licly available permit sum-
mary does not identify the
building’s square footage or
describe the construction.
Murphy already oper-
ates a Cullman location
at 624 Olive St. SW near
Walmart. Current employ-
ment advertisements from
the company continue to

by The Tribune do not es-
tablish whether the Second
Avenue Northwest project
will become an additional
Cullman Murphy USA loca-
tion, replace or relocate the
existing Olive Street opera-
tion or involve another con-
figuration.

They also do not es-
tablish what business is

Abuilding permitvalued  Avenue Northwest. Northwest and  Eighth The Sept. 4 permit pro- identify that location as planned forthe second com-
at $1,360,700 was issued The Planning Commis-  Street Northwest. vides another indication Store 6770. mercial lot created through
Sept. 4 for a Murphy USA  sion approved a Murphy Oil Commissioners ap- that workis moving forward The records reviewed the Augustsubdivision.

Gery Teichmiller. The com- new beers.

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - Goat
Island Craft Brewery LLC
has announced the com-
pleted sale of a majority
ownership interest to long-
time shareholder Russell D.
Warren Sr., who will serve as
the company’s president ef-
fective immediately.

The transaction involves
the majority interest held by
Brad Glenn, Mike Mullaney
and John Dean. Mullaney
previously served as presi-
dent, while Glenn and Dean
served as vice presidents.
The company has multiple
shareholders.

Operations will continue
uninterrupted as Warren as-
sumes leadership, with plans
to invest in both Cullman
taprooms and pursue ex-
panded distribution.

Dean will oversee outside
sales. Glenn and Mullaney
will remain involved during
the transition to help ensure
a smooth handoff.

‘Warren, who has been an
investor since the company’s
founding, credited the origi-
nal founders with establish-
ing the brewery and its place
in the community.

“Having been an investor
since the brewery’s earliest
days, I've had the oppor-
tunity to watch its growth
firsthand and have always
believed in the brand, the
people, and the community
that have made Goat Island
successful,” Warren said.

Goat Island Brewing’s
four original founders are
Glenn, Mullaney, Dean and

pany formed in early 2015,
and the founders worked
nights and weekends to con-
vert an empty warehouse
into a brewery and taproom
before opening in April 2016.
The business takes its name
from Goat Island on Smith
Lake.

The transition follows a
decade of growth that includ-
ed the addition of a down-
town location, The Goat
at Cotton Creek, in March
2025.

Warren said his com-
mitment is to preserve what
makes Goat Island special
while investing in its future.

“We look forward to
supporting our employees,
strengthening relationships
with our vendors, distribu-
tors, retailers, and custom-
ers,” Warren said. “We also
want to enhance the experi-
ence at both of our taprooms,
and continue to brew excep-
tional craft beverages that
our customers have come to
expect.”

Goat Island operates
its original location at 1646
John Cooper Drive SE and
The Goat at Cotton Creek
at 417 Third Ave. SW, Suite
135. The original location
houses its main production
brewery, while Cotton Creek
has a smaller brewing system
for experimental and small-
batch beers.

Cotton Creek opened
March 19, 2025. At the time,
Mullaney told The Tribune
the expansion gave Goat
Island a downtown presence
and provided a smaller brew-
ing system for developing

Warren said continued
investment in the customer
experience at both taprooms
will be an immediate priority.

“We also want to expand
community events, introduce
new products, and strength-
en Goat Island’s position as a
destination brewery in North
Alabama,” Warren said.

The company also in-
tends to pursue distribution
in Mississippi and other
markets. That would build
on a regional presence that,
as of April 2025, included Al-
abama, Georgia, the Florida
Panhandle and the Nashville
and Chattanooga markets in
Tennessee, according to Mul-
laney’s previous comments
to The Tribune.

The announcement did
not specify a timetable for
entering Mississippi or iden-
tify the other markets under
consideration. It also did not
disclose the purchase price
or exact ownership percent-
age acquired.

Warren said the company
remains committed to serv-
ing customers, distributors
and retail partners through-
out the transition.

“As a longtime investor,
this acquisition represents
a continuation of my com-
mitment to Goat Island, its
employees, and the Cullman
community,” Warren said.
“We are making this invest-
ment for the long term and
are excited about the op-
portunities ahead. We look
forward to building on Goat
Island’s success while honor-
ing the legacy established by
its founders.”

Brock Trace (from Front)

Noah Galilee

noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - A
planned 150-residence de-
velopment near Cullman
Regional has moved into
the environmental permit-
ting process following pre-
liminary subdivision ap-
proval earlier this summer.

The Alabama Depart-
ment of Environmental
Management currently
lists DDB Capital Fund
LLC’s Brock Trace Sub-
division among construc-
tion-stormwater  permit
applications received in
Cullman County.

The filing identifies the
project on County Road
1464.

Brock Trace is planned
on approximately 52 acres
near County Roads 1464
and 1466.

Developer DDB Capi-
tal’s current project infor-
mation calls for approxi-
mately 120 single-family
homes and 30 townhomes.

The City of Cullman
Planning Commission ap-
proved the project’s pre-
liminary subdivision July
7 following earlier zoning
and development reviews.

The city’s preliminary
subdivision process includ-
ed consideration of utili-
ties, drainage, green space
and other infrastructure
requirements.

Plans previously pre-
sented to the City included
approximately 6 acres of
green space and additional
walking trails.

DDB has separately
described plans for recre-
ational areas including a
pool and pickleball courts,
although final amenities
and construction phasing

CHASADY WOODS/FILE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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remain subject to the proj-
ect’s approved plans and
development process.

The developer previous-
ly projected construction
beginning before the end of
2026.

The appearance of
Brock Trace on ADEM’s
construction-stormwater
application list represents
another regulatory step
toward site development,
but it does not by itself
establish that the permit
has been issued or that
land-disturbance work has
begun.

The project’s current
website continues to adver-
tise future home reserva-
tions and project updates.

A current construction
start date and homebuild-
er have not been inde-
pendently confirmed.

The development is
one of several residential
projects moving through
Cullman’s planning process
as the City of Cullman con-
tinues to address growth,
housing and the infrastruc-
ture required to serve new
development.

Scan to Find
Out More
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Commission (from Front)

funds. Look for a separate full fea-
ture article on the budget.

Priorities outlined during
the budget discussion included
restoring county roads, bridges
and other infrastructure; recruit-
ing and retaining high-quality
employees; maintaining county
buildings and equipment; and
spending enterprise funds effi-
ciently using business practices to
reduce taxpayer subsidies.

Several changes to speed
limits on county roads were also
approved. The speed limit on
County Road 770 will increase to
30 mph. Officials said the previous
speed limit was established when
the road was a one-way gravel
road and is being updated follow-
ing improvements to the roadway.

The Commission also ap-
proved a 40 mph speed limit on
County Road 1528 from County
Road 1534 to County Road 1518
and a 35 mph limit on County
Road 1528 from County Road
1518 to County Road 1488. The
speed limit on County Road 1526
was set at 35 mph.

Other resolutions approved
included a CARTS third-party
service contract for fiscal year
2027 and a resolution allowing
the sale of consumable hemp

products within Cullman County
in accordance with state law.

The Commission amended a
previously approved 5311 grant
application to reflect an amount
0f $919,700 and ratified a $16,000
invoice from the Alabama Law
Enforcement Agency to send
three deputies to the APOSTC
Academy.

Commissioners approved an
RC&D agreement for $14,500 in
putt-putt golf upgrades at Sports-
man and Smith Lake parks. They
also approved the purchase of a
Polaris Ranger for $32,613.50 and
a Lawrimore trailer for $3,105
for Stoney Lonesome OHV Park
through an RTP grant.

Other approvals included an
agreement with Live Family En-
tertainment for Monster Truck
Wars at the Ag Center; an agree-
ment with ADEM for the collec-
tion, management and disposal of
scrap tires; an agreement with St.
John & Associates for engineering
services at the Cullman County
Water Department; and a $26,000
quote from Richard Cooper As-
phalt Paving, LLC for Phase 1
paving of the courthouse parking
lot.

The Commission approved
Alabama Department of Youth

Services Agency Grant Agree-
ments for fiscal year 2026-2027,
with Cullman County serving as
fiscal agent. The funding includes
$200,000 for Cullman County,
$79,678 for Blount County,
$79,078 for Jackson County and
$166,199 for Lauderdale County.
Commissioners also approved
the annual $379,563.87 payment
to the ACCA/CRS Workers'
Compensation Fund for coverage
from Oct. 1, 2026, through Oct.
1, 2027, as well as a $17,000 Cer-
tified Local Emergency Manager
Salary Supplement Subaward and
the fiscal year 2026 Emergency
Management Performance Grant.
The Commission ratified a
$10,358.84 invoice from Amer-
ican Emergency Products, LLC
for EMA vehicle upgrades and
approved repairs to a Road De-
partment Komatsu D51PX-22 by
Snead Hydraulic & Repair LLC at
a cost not to exceed $68,500.
Melanie Maddox was ap-
pointed to the Library Board to
replace Tanya Allcorn for a four-
year term set to expire Sept. 30,
2030. Wescoat Free was appoint-
ed to the Health Care Authority
Board to replace Alan Wood for a
term set to expire June 30, 2029.
The Commission approved

fiscal year 2026 closeout budget
amendments and approved the
fiscal year 2027 budget.

Commissioners also renewed
employee and retiree dental and
vision enrollment with Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Alabama. Cullman
County maintains self-insured
dental and vision policies admin-
istered by BCBS. The renewed
policies will take effect Oct. 1,
while health insurance coverage
will remain with the Local Gov-
ernment Health Insurance Pro-
gram.

Changes to the Cullman
County Commission Employee
Handbook were approved and will
take effect Oct. 1. The changes will
be distributed to county employ-
ees through email, departmental
bulletin boards and the County
Personnel webpage.

The Commission also ad-
opted a Health Reimbursement
Arrangement and approved con-
tracting with Employee Benefits
Corporation to administer it be-
ginning Feb. 1, 2027.

Two related items involving
county dump trucks were tabled.
The first proposed purchasing 10
new 2027 Mack GR64F triaxle
dump trucks with attached dump
bodies and trading 10 Kenworth
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T880 trucks, with a net trade dif-
ference of $130,000. The second
item would have declared the 10
Kenworth T880 trucks surplus as
part of the proposed trade.

The Commission approved its
fiscal year 2027 paving list and au-
thorized a repeater and generator
project for Volunteer Fire to be
funded through a $35,000 RC&D
grant, with the County Commis-
sion paying the costs before reim-
bursement through the grant and
Volunteer Fire Association.

Cullman Caring for Kids was
approved to use the Board of Ed-
ucation parking lot to host a car
show Nov. 14 from 9 am.-2 p.m.,
subject to approval by the Cull-
man County Board of Education.

The Commission also ap-
proved a fiscal year 2027 agree-
ment with Southern Health Part-
ners in the amount of $849,156.24
and a $28,000 payment to Per-
egrine for the Revenue Depart-
ment.

Vehicle purchases approved
included one 2026 Ford F-150
Responder SuperCrew 4x4 for
Animal Control for $47,901. The
Commission also approved a
purchase order to be issued on or
after Oct. 1 for a $38,196 Ford Ex-
plorer for the Sales Tax/Revenue

Enforcement Office and two addi-
tional 2026 Ford F-150 Respond-
er SuperCrew 4x4 vehicles for
Animal Control totaling $95,802.

Commissioners  approved
proposed plats for two minor sub-
divisions in Commission District
4. Burton Estates Subdivision
will contain three lots on County
Road 77 behind New Prospect
Baptist Church. Avalon Farms
Phase 2 Subdivision will contain
seven lots on County Road 201
across from County Road 175 at
the entrance to Lake Shore West
Subdivision.

The Commission extended
Bid No. 1489 for cold laid plant
mix to Advanced Asphalt Products
and Vulcan Materials Company
for one year based on location and
adherence to specifications.

Bid No. 1509 for service of
Sheriff's Office and other county
department vehicles was awarded
to BERCO, Inc., doing business
as Havoline Xpress Lube. Bid
No. 1510 for fog and scrub seal
was awarded to Ergon Asphalt &
Emulsions.

The next Commission work
session will be Tuesday, Oct. 20,
20206, at 4 p.m. in the Commission
meeting room. The next Commis-
sion meeting will follow at 6.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

JOHN WAYNE NICKLES,
Plaintiff

vs. Case Number: 25-DR-2026-900174.00

RACHEL SUSAN NICKLES,
Defendant

NOTICE OF DIVORCE ACTION

Rachel Susan Nickles, defendant, whose whereabouts is unknown, must answer
John Wayne Nickles’ Divorce Complaint by October 26, 2026, or, thereafter, a Judgment
by Default may be rendered against her in Case Number 25-DR-2026-900174.00 in the
Circuit Court of Cullman County.

Done this the 21st day of August, 2026.

Circuit Clerk

PETITIONER’S ATTORNEY:
ANNETTE IRONS-PARKER
215 MAIN AV SW
CULLMAN, AL 35055

sz’gd ﬁ@wam |
isa McSwain,

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE

Default having been made in the payment of the in-
debtedness secured by that certain mortgage executed by Ron
M. Roberson and Brenda C Roberson in favor of Peoples Bank
of Alabama, dated September 15, 2023, and recorded in Book
2063 starting at Page 96 on or about September 20, 2023 in the
Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama;
the undersigned Peoples Bank of Alabama, as mortgagee, un-
der and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said mort-
gage, will sell at public outery to the highest bidder for cash, in
front of the main entrance of the Cullman County Courthouse
in the City of Cullman, Cullman County, Alabama, on October
7, 2026, during the legal hours of sale, all its right, title, and
interest in and to the following described real estate situated in
Cullman County, Alabama, to-wit:

Lot 25 and 26 of Lakeshore West Subdivision, Phase II, as
shown and known on the recorded plat thereof in Map Slide
B-285-B, in the Probate Records of Cullman County, Alabama

The property address is: 55 County Rd 142, Crane Hill, AL
35053

THIS PROPERTY WILL BE SOLD ON AN “AS IS, WHERE
IS” BASIS, SUBJECT TO ANY EASEMENTS, ENCUM-
BERANCES, AND EXCEPTIONS REFLECTED IN THE
MORTGAGE AND THOSE CONTAINED IN THE RE-
CORDS OF THE OFFICE OF THE JUDGE OF PROBATE
OF THE COUNTY WHERE THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED
PROPERTY IS SITUATED. THE PROPERTY WILL BE
SOLD WITHOUT WARRANTY OR RECOURSE, EXPRESS
OR IMPLIED AS TO THE TITLE, USE AND/OR ENJOY-
MENT AND WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF
REDEMPTION OF ALL PARTIES ENTITLED THERETO.
This sale is made for the purpose of paying the indebtedness
secured by said mortgage, as well as the expenses of foreclo-
sure. The mortgagee/transferee reserves the right to bid for
and to purchase the real estate and to credit its purchase price
against the expenses of sale and the indebtedness secured by
the sale of the real estate. This sale is subject to postponement
or cancellation.

Alabama law gives some persons who have an inter-
est in property the right to redeem the property under certain
circumstances. Programs may also exist that help persons avoid
or delay the foreclosure process. An attorney should be consult-
ed to help you understand these rights and programs as a part of
the foreclosure process.

Michael R. Lunsford
Mortgagee
Attorney for Mortgagee
Peoples Bank of Alabama
Porterfield, Harper, Mills, Motlow &
1912 Cherokee Avenue SW
Ireland, P.A.
Cullman, AL 35055
22 Inverness Center Parkway, Suite 600
Birmingham, AL 35242
(205) 980-5000

TO BE PUBLISHED: September 17, 2026, September 24,
2026, and October 1, 2026.

DATE 11/10/2026

TIME 7:00: AM

LOCATION: 2251 DECATUR AVE NW
CULLMAN AL 35058

RUN DATES: 9/24/2026 and 10/01/2026

PURSUANT TO ALABAMA CODE 32-13-1, EARLS BODY SHOP INC. WILL
OFFER FOR SALE AT PUBLIC AUCTION THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES ON
SALE AT PUBLIC AUCTION THE VOLLOWING VEHICLES :

1998 CHEVROLET GMT-400 PU 1GCEC14R3WZ125638
2010 CHRYSLER TOWN N COUNTRY 2A4RR5D19AR305382
2006 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER 1GNDS13S8562137602
2013 HONDA ACCORD 1HGCT1B87DA007557
2026 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE CROSS JA4ATWAAXTZ014844
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Prior to entering
any Alabama school
or child care center,

an up-to-date

Certificate of
Immunization must
be submitted for
each child.

www.alabamapublichealth.gov/imm
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IMMUNIZATION DIVISION
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Obituary Ammmmeements: Sept. 22-23

Nelda Jean “Granny”
Monk, 88
Nelda Jean “Granny”

Monk passed away on
Monday Sept. 21, 2026,
at her family homestead
at the age of 88. She was
born on January 24, 1938,
to Dwight and Gertrude
Moody in Cullman,
Alabama.Shewaspreceded
in death by her parents,
her husband of 54 years
Rev. Bill Monk, a daughter-
in-law Detra Monk, and
a brother Bobby Moody
and his wife Mary. She is
survived by her two sons
Nicky (Frances) Monk,
and Rev. Nathan Paul
Monk. She is also survived
by three grandchildren
Stacy (Daniel) McCabe,
Matt (Mary) Monk, and
Austin (Tiffany) Monk and
11 great-grandchildren
Jesse  Monk, Zachary
McCabe, Lilly Monk,
Jacob McCabe, Annabella
Monk, Grayson Monk,
Eli Monk, Caleb Monk,
Luke McCabe, and Liza
Monk along with a host of
nieces, nephews, cousins,
and friends. Granny was a
1956 graduate of Fairview
High School and served
as a faithful wife and
mother for many years.
But her most cherished
roles were those as Granny
to her three grandkids
and spouses and Granny
Great to her 11 great-
grandchildren. She lived
to spoil them with ice
cream, chocolate, and Diet
Mountain Dew as well
as her special chocolate
chip cookies. She always
loved to encourage them
and write them letters
and for them.
While she was Granny
to her grandkids and
Granny Great to her great
grandkids, her caring
spirit and concern for
others were experienced
by many in her church
and community. She was a
faithful pastor’s wife for 35
years serving alongside her
husband in seven churches
in Cullman, Blount, and
Lawrence Counties. They
were faithful supporters

stories

and members of the First
Congregational Methodist
Church denomination
serving as delegates to
the District, Annual, and
General conferences
and supporting many
ministries such as Camp
Sonrise, a summer camp
for youth and children.
Granny always encouraged
family and friends to
read their Bibles and
learn about the Lord. In
fact, she started Vacation
Bible School in several
churches she attended.
She also had a talent for
writing that she used to
share her faith as well as
her thoughts and prayers
to God. She combined
this and her love for the
Bible to write material
for Sunday School and
Vacation Bible School for
the First Congregational
Methodist Church. She
also wrote a monthly
article for The Watchman
the newsletter for the
First Congregational
Methodist Church for over
12 years. These articles
were compiled into a two-
volume devotional book
that was sold to support
the ministries of the First
Congregational Methodist
Church. Following her
husband’s death in 2011,
Granny continued to love
and encourage her family
in the Lord and in their
endeavors
looking for ways to serve
and minister to others. She
lived at the Neighborhood
assisted living facility
for four years, using
that time to encourage
the residents and staff
through listening to their
stories and by coloring
pages that decorated the
rooms and hallways of
the facility. She loved the
community of Simcoe
where she was born and
grew up, always returning
to her family’s land, which
is where she lived her
final years. Viewing and
funeral Services will be
on Saturday, Sept. 26, at
Cullman Funeral Home
withintermentat Mt. Olive

while also

Bible Based Fellowship
on County Road 747 in
Simcoe. The visitation
will be from
p-m. and the service will
begin at 2 p.m. Officiating
will be Matthew Monk,
Daniel McCabe and Caleb
Monk. In lieu of flowers,
please give in memory
of Granny to CMRC
Hospice, P.O. Box 1108
35056-1108 or Cullman
Bible Church, 104 County
Road, 1633 Cullman Al
35058. Cullman Funeral
Home is honored to
serve the Monk family.
Friends may sign the
online guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.com.

noon-2

Lana Beth Freeman, 54
Lana Beth Freeman, age
54 of Cullman, Freeman
passed away on Monday,
Sept. 21, 2026, at her
residence, surrounded by
her family. She was born,
July 6, 1972, to Eldridge
Ray Fulenwider and Onie
Lee Goodwin Fulenwider.
There are no services
planned for Ms. Freeman
at this time.

Sandy Laney Miller, 50

Funeral services for Sandy
Michelle Laney Miller, 50,
of Hanceville will be noon,
Thursday September 24,
at Hanceville Funeral
Home Chapel. Burial
will follow the service
at Hopewell Cemetery.
Visitation was Wednesday,
Sept. 23, from 6-9 p.m.
at Hanceville Funeral
Home. Sandy Michelle
Laney Miller was born on
Dec. 19, 1975, in Cullman,
Alabama to parents,
James and Patricia Laney
of Hanceville,
She passed peacefully at
her home in Hanceville,
Alabama on Sept. 20,
2026. Sandy has lived
in Hanceville her entire
life. She graduated from
Hanceville High School
in 1994. After graduation
she went on to earn a
bachelor’s  degree in
accounting in 1998. She
worked in the banking
industry, and the trucking

Alabama.

industry. Most recently
she was employed with
Powergrid, a job she loved.
Her most important job,
and the one she loved
most of all was raising her
three sons. She rocked
at the boy mom role. She
will be greatly missed by
her family and friends. In
addition to her parents,
Sandy is survived by her
devoted husband, Kerry
Miller; sons, Dustin Baker,
Austin Baker (Makayla),
and Grayson Baker
(Maddie); grandchildren,
Laney Baker, Bennett
Baker, Carter Baker, and

Nash Laney; mother-
in-law, Montez Miller;
step children, Tiffany
Hill, Stuart Miller
(Whitleigh), and Natalie
Carden (Taylor); step

grandchildren, Annzleigh
Owen, Bennett Miller, and
Rylee Hill; siblings, Jeremy
Laney, and Tammy Laney
West (Josh); brother-in-
law, Kevin Miller (Leann);
also her special life long
friend and caretaker
Gretchyn Parker; and a
host of nieces, nephews,
cousins, aunts, uncles,
and many loving friends.
Sandy was preceded in
death by her grandparents,
Ellawayne Reynolds, Virgil
Reynolds, Cecil Laney, and
Mary Jo Butts. Serving as
pallbearers will be Dustin
Baker, Austin  Baker,
Grayson Baker, Stuart
Miller, Oneal Swann, Mike
Kinkaid, Ryan Youmans,
Clay Wheaten.
Hanceville Funeral Home
is honored to serve the
Miller family.

and

Sylvia Diana Kreps, 68

A memorial service for
Sylvia Diana Kreps, 68, of
Cullman will be Sunday,
Sept. 27, 2026, at 3 p.m. at
Temple Baptist, Cullman
Campus, 30 County Road
1184, Cullman, Alabama
35057. Ministers will be
Doyle Berry and Andrew
Heptinstall. Cullman
Funeral Home is honored
to serve the family. Mrs.
Kreps passed away Sept.
21, 2026, at Grandview

Medical Center. She
was born Nov. 30, 1957,
to Joseph Wesley and
Ophelia Estran Cowart.
She attended Temple
Baptist Fairview Campus.
She loved  traveling,
cooking, crocheting,
reading and spending time
with her family and her
pets. Sylvia was preceded
in death by her parents;
a daughter, Altagracia
Cowart; brother, Harvey
Esquivel;
Jimmy Franklin. Those
left to cherish her memory
are her husband, Steve
Kreps; sons, Sergio (Joy)
Bradford, Jonathon Kreps;
daughters, Veronica
Franklin, Jeanette
Bradford, Shelby Lynn
Kreps; siblings, Rafael
Salinas, Richard Salinas,
Stella  Doyle, Harvey
Esquivel, Ismael Esquivel,
Ofelia Esquivel, Maria
Esquivel; grandchildren,
Makenna Kreps, Lucas
Bradford, Adelina
Bradford; nieces, nephews,
family and friends.
Friends may sign the
online guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.com.

son-in-law,

Larry Wayne Moore, 77
Funeral services  for
Larry Wayne Moore, 77,
of Bremen will be 1 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25, at Valley
View Baptist Church.
Burial follow the
service at Valley View
Cemetery. Visitation will
be prior to the service from
11a.m.-1p.m. at Valley View
Baptist Church. Mr. Moore
was born Jan. 7, 1949, in
West Jefferson, Alabama
to the late Thomas Moore
and Gertrude Pugh Moore.
He passed away Sept.
21, 2026, in Cullman,
Alabama. Larry Moore was
a loving husband, father,
family man, and faithful
friend who will be deeply
missed by all who knew
and loved him. His faith
important part
of his life, and he dearly
loved his church family
at Valley View Baptist
Church. His church
family held a special

will

was an

place in his heart, and the
fellowship, friendships,
and love he shared there
meant so much to him.
Larry was also a proud
Alabama football fan. He
loved cheering on the
Crimson Tide and enjoyed
sharing that passion with
family and friends. Mr.
Moore is survived by his
children, Jessica Hoffman
(Richard),and JerryMoore
(Michelle); grandchildren,
Madison Hoffman, Conner
Hoffman, Makayla Moore,
and Chelsea Moore; great
grandchildren,
Roland, and Troy Roland;
and his brother, Roger
Moore. Mr. Moore was

Kayce

preceded in death by
his wife, Connie Moore;
parents, Thomas and

Gertrude Moore; and his
brothers, Woody Moore,
Babe  Moore,
Moore, Tommy Moore.

Peanut

Hanceville Funeral Home
is honored to serve the

Moore family.

William Greg
Kuykendall, 70
Memorial service is

incomplete at this time for
William Greg Kuykendall,
70, of Cullman. Cullman
Funeral Home is honored
to serve the family. Mr.
Kuykendall passed away

Sept. 22, 2026, at his
residence. He was born
May 5, 1956, to Jerry

leon and Hazel Evelyn
Estredge Kuykendall. He
was preceded in death by
his parents and a brother,
Ronnie. Survivors include
his  daughter, Gidgett
Kuykendall; brothers,
Johnny Ricky
Kuykendall; aunt, Jean
Hicks; grandchildren,
Jake McLamb, Austin
McLamb,
McLamb; great-
grandchildren, Hazel and

and

Hayden
two

Hudson McLamb; nieces,

Christy and  Brandy;
family and friends.
Friends may sign the

online guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.com.

CULLMAN'S ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN

Gullmare Funeral

DIRECT CREMATION $1,695 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

100% Locally Owned & Operated

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East

.%ﬂzea/mlg”e/natow

- "Sincere Compassionate Care" -

Cullman, Alabama 35055
www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

by Steve and Hilda Rodgers

Hanceville
Funeral Home

100 Michelle Street Northwest,
Hanceville, Alabama 35077

(256) 352-3130

FREE OBITUARY LISTINGS

HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US

Email: obits@cullmantribune.com

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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West Elementary opens new
playground on campus

Staff Reports

Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. - Students
at West Elementary School
have a brand new play-
ground to enjoy this school
year, as the campus officially
cut the ribbon on an expan-
sive new playground featur-
ing innovative equipment
and a turf play surface that
should serve local children
for years to come.

Located on the back side
of the campus, the new play-
ground features five slides,
new swing sets and several
climbing and play areas and
free play zones for children.

Looking ahead, the
playground will continue
to serve the campus once it
makes the transition into
the new Cullman Interme-
diate School next school
year.

School and community
officials met Tuesday, Sept.
22, on campus to official-
ly open the playground,
joined by West Elementary
fifth-graders Walker Pan-
nell and Finley Snow, who
cut the ceremonial ribbon
to open the playground for
school use.

CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

School and community officials met Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2026,
on campus to officially open the playground, joined by West
Elementary fifth-graders Walker Pannell and Finley Snow, who

cut the ceremonial ribbon to open the playground for school use.

mediate School will com-
bine grades 3-5 together on
one campus, as those grades
are currently divided across
East and West Elementary
Schools.

Work on the new
two-story wing facing U.S.
Highway 278 is well under-
way, adding approximately
18 new classrooms and ad-
ministrative space.

Existing classrooms at
the campus are also being

including a new Science,
Technology,  Engineering
and Math (STEM) lab, along
with expanded library and
cafeteria space. Once com-
plete, the new intermediate
campus will feature up to 14
classrooms per grade level,
self-contained special edu-
cation classrooms, special
education classrooms, an
English language learners
and speech room, a music
room, art room, gifted room

COLLEGE
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THANKYOU TO

OUR ADVERTISERS!

The new Cullman Inter- upgraded and reworked, andlab space.

THANK'YOU TO OUR LOCALAND
REGIONAL CUSTOMERS FOR MAKING
BILL SMITH 2025 DEALER OF THE YEAR!

GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR 9 YEARS IN'A ROW!

2026 Buick
Envista Sport
Touring

o 1.2L EcoTec Turbo Engine
o Heated Steering Wheel
o Leather

2026 GMC
Sierra
1500 SLT

o 53LEcoTec3 V8 Engine
o 10 Speed Automatic

WAS $29,880

NOW $25,679

WAS $68,570

NOW $54,369
SAVE

$15,000!

SAVE
$5,000!

STK# 64271

o Remote Open/Remote Start

o ProGrade Trailering System o Split Folding Rear Seat

o X310ff-Road Package STK# 70627

2026 Buick
Enclave Avenir

2026 GMC
Yukon XL Denali

e 6.2L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
o 10-Speed Automatic with
Overdrive

WAS $65,610

NOW $55,409

WAS §$91,815

NOW $86,114

o 2nd Row Bucket Seats
o Magnetic Ride Control
Suspension

SAVE
$11,000!

STK# 64207

SAVE
$6,500!

o 2.5 Turbo Engine
o 3rd Row Seating

o 22" Alloy Wheels

o Speed-Sensing Steering STK# 69149

2026 GMC
Acadia Denali

2026 Buick
Encore GX
Preferred

o 13LEcoTec Turbo Engine ° 8-Way Power Driver Seat
o Lane Keep Assist o Flat Folding Front Passenger

Seatback

WAS $63,105

NOW $56,904

WAS $36,075

NOW $24,374

SAVE
$6,500!

STK# 64250

SAVE
$7,000!

STK# 68355

e 2.5L DOHC AWD
o Enhanced Automatic Parking
Assist

o Super Cruise Package
o Rear View Camera

2026 GMC Sierra
2500 HD Denali
Ultimate

2026 GMC

WAS $99,630 . o
Terrain Denali

NOW $88,429

WAS $44,390

NOW $40,189

SAVE
$12,000!

STK# 69559

SAVE
$5,000!

STK# 69947

o 15L DOHC AWD
o 8-Speed Automatic with
Overdrive

o Power Liftgate
o Leather
o Forward Collision Warning

o Hill Descent Control
o 16-Way Power Front Seats
with Lumbar

o 6.6L Duramax V8 Turbo Diesel
o Alpine Umber Leather
o Gooseneck/5th Wheel Prep Package

2026 GMC
SIERRA
1500 SLT

o 5.3LEcoTec3 V8 Engine
o 4WD 10-Speed Automatic

WAS $68,570

NOW $54,369
ows SAVE

$15,000!

STK# 70291

ALABAMA'S LARGEST BUICK(GMC DEALER

o Spray-on Bedliner
o Parking Assist

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.





