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(ood Hope: Hotel plans hinge on gas line under
interstate; new package store prepares to open

Krystal Corley

noah@cullmantribune.com

GOOD HOPE, Ala. - A new
business is about to open its
doorsin Good Hope, and city
leaders are working to clear
the way for a hotel, but first,
the city needs to get natural

gas under the interstate.

Mayor Jerry Bartlett
shared the updates follow-
ing the Good Hope City
Council’s regular meeting
Monday, Oct. 26.

New package store open-
ing

A new package store owned
by Donald Estess is prepar-
ing to open in a new building
at 6073 County Road 490,
Suite A, across from the
Scotty Hooper Museum.
Bartlett said Estess’ sons,
Scotty and Skipper, are also
part of the business.

A ribbon cutting is ex-
pected soon, though a date
has not yet been set, accord-
ing to city officials.

Gas line key to hotel

Bartlett said a hotel planned
behind the new store is on
hold until natural » PAGE 2

Halloween fun at WildWater

GAUGE DAY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

WildWater Cullman hosted its 2026 Trunk or Treat Tuesday, Oct. 27, welcoming attendees for some famlly-frlendly Halloween fun.

GAUGE DAY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

(1T KNIGHT-FREE
INSURANCE AGENCY
Your agents. Your neighbors.

Your friends. For three generations.

Thank you,
Cullman,

for the best

ANNIVERSARY J8:To RV -ETERY;
our lives.

Gene Sullins gave his
time, his voice and
his heartto Cullman
County Schools

CITY OF CULLMAN
Gene Sullins died Monday,
Oct. 26, 2026,

at 84. » PAGE 5

Robert Gene Bates
built alegacy from
courthouse to
community

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

Robert Bates died Oct. 25,

2026, at 85. » PAGE 5

PET OF THE WEEK
Marshall is looking for
alap to call his own

N
CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
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ALA!BAMAvS I'ARGEST, BUICK GCDEAE
GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR
9)YEARS/IN}

JATROW!
N

2026 BUICK Encore
GX Preferred

STK# 64258
1.3L EcoTec Turbo Engine
Rear View Camera
Heated Front
Seats/Steering Wheel
Blind Spot Monitor

WAS $30,075

NOW $24,374

SAVE
$6,500! §

B'I'I.I.S DEALS!

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC COM * 1940 SECONDYAVE NWAICUBEMAN®AL 35055 ¢ 256-734- 4472
*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Color may vary.




2 COMMUNITY MATTERS — LOCAL

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Oct. 28

Staff Reports

Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. - Below are the
arrests and incidents reported
Oct. 28, 2026. All persons are in-
nocent until proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure to
appear

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
No arrests or incidents reported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT
INCIDENTS
Oct. 26
e criminal trespass-3rd degree;
Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157

o theft of property-Ist degree;
person; cash; $2,000

Oct. 27

* duty upon striking fixtures
upon highway; person; damaged
mailbox; $150; Morgan Ave. SW

ARRESTS

Oct. 26-27

Holmes, Roy D.; 51

 criminal trespass-3rd degree
* possession of drug parapher-
nalia

Wise, Dustin R.; 34

* FTA - criminal trespass-3rd
degree

o FTA - theft of property-4th
degree (2 counts)

*  FTA - possession of drug par-
aphernalia

¢ FTA - public intoxication

Williams, Jeremy O.; 40
o theft of property-1st degree

Flanigan, George L.; 49

e FTA - criminal trespass-3rd
degree

* FTA - insurance violation

*  FTA - driving without license

Hopper, Kalli G.; 25
* menacing
¢ harassment

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT
No arrests or incidents reported.

Find arrest and incident reports
online Monday-Friday at www.
CullmanTribune.com.

Good Hope (from Front)

gas service can be extended
under the interstate.

The city had asked to run
its gas line through a cross-
ing being installed under the
interstate for water lines,
but was told the opening
was too small, Bartlett said.
Since then, grant funding is
allowing the water line to be
upsized because of a need
for more water capacity in
the area, and the city hopes
the larger casing will also
make room for Good Hope’s
gas line.

Officials are scheduled to
meet with Cullman County
leaders about the project
Thursday, Nov. 5. No firm
timeline has been set.

Bartlett said the growth
will be good for the commu-
nity.

Bartlett said the growth
will be good for the commu-
nity. “This is going to help a
lot with economic growth,”
he said. A hotel would give
visitors to the area a place
to stay overnight, keeping
them, and their spending,
in Good Hope and Cullman
County longer.

Council business

During Monday’s meeting,
the council reviewed the
city’s September financial
reports. Also on the agenda
was an offer on about
three-quarters of an acre,
a triangle-shaped piece of
land at the end of Beech
Grove Road.

According to the city’s
profit-and-loss report, Good
Hope brought in $671,055.61
in total income in Sep-
tember, down 12.2% from
$763,984.14 in September
2025. Sales tax, the city’s
largest general fund revenue
source, totaled $149,830.51
for the month, compared
with $443,416.06 a year ear-
lier. Alcohol sales revenue
came in at $33,761.53, down
from $84,981.71 last Sep-
tember, though it finished
ahead of the month’s bud-
geted $29,915.

Grant dollars helped
offset the decline. The city

received $387,38740 in
grant funds in September,
including $112,139.12 for a
USDA multi-use storm shel-
ter and $275,248.28 through
the Alabama Department
of Environmental Manage-
ment’s State Revolving Fund
for a sewer project.

The city finished Sep-
tember with $44,921.74 in
net income, compared with
$523,455.02 in September
2025. As of Oct. 26, Good
Hope’s bank balances to-
taled $1,742,854.84 across
all accounts, including
$778,08849 in the Good
Hope Economic Develop-
ment Fund and $644,525.40
in the Alcohol Fund.

The council also ap-
proved minutes from its
Oct. 13 meeting, when mem-
bers voted to hire a full-time
qualified EMT at up to $20
an hour plus benefits, paid
from alcohol funds; to buy
property at 2050 County
Road 222 from John and
Kathy Sims for $600,000
from the Economic Devel-
opment Fund; and to annex
that property into the city
and zone it General Busi-
ness. Councilman Billy

Brown abstained from the
annexation vote.

Coming up in Good Hope

e Election Day: Tuesday,
Nov. 3,7 a.m.to 7 p.m.

e Teacher grants: Thurs-
day, Nov. 5,11:30 a.m.

e Jack’s Western Wear rec-
ognized as Alabama Retailer
of the Year: Thursday, Nov.
5,2p.m.

e Veterans Fireworks in
the Park: Sunday, Nov. 8,
with horses and flags at 4:30
p-m. and fireworks shortly
after 5 p.m.

e City offices closed for
Veterans Day: Wednesday,
Nov.11

e Thanksgiving Commu-
nity Luncheon, served by
council members: Wednes-
day, Nov. 25

e City offices closed:
Thursday and Friday, Nov.
26-27

e Christmas parade fol-
lowed by Christmas in the
Park: Saturday, Dec. 12, 11
am.

The council’s remaining
2026 meetings are set for
Nov. 9, Nov. 23, Dec. 14 and
Dec. 28.

ADULT
FOSTER
CARE

1-800-458-7214
dhr.alabama.gov/AFC
W E

You’re invited to attend a ————

BOOK SIGNING

on October 31, 2026 from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm

at the
Yates-Chance Christian Book Store
located at 1650 2nd Ave SW Cullm.

Love America

Written by local author Jim Humiston

U.S. Military Veterans

No Cost
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——
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* K &
U.S. Military
Now Serving

No Cost

Others may receive a book

Proceeds go to a Veterans group.

by donating $10.00.

Successors to

VIRGIL B. FOWLER
Peot Es it ancd Sosanamce

AGENCY
Curlity Sno 925

734-3821

vbfowlerinsurance.com

WILLIAM RICHARD & SON INSURANCE

“ Eotoltishod 7555 "

Virgil B. Fowler 1895-1978 - Virgil B. Fowler Jr. 1937-2019 - Dorothy S. Fowler - Jason S. Fowler
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NOW HIRING
TIRE TECHS

SAME DAY
APPLICATION

AND INTERVIEW

COLLEGE TIRE

315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

256-352-2221

iy COMPETITIVE
PAY

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

PUBLIC NOTICE:

The Welti Cemetery will be par-
ticipating in the Wreaths Across
American event honoring our
deceased veterans. If you know
of a deceased veteran buried at
Welti whose grave does not have
a military marker, please contact
Gary Reid at 256-339-7236 by
Dec. 1, 2026.

PUBLIC NOTICE:
The Cullman County Special
Education Program is seeking to
locate children with disabilities
ages 0-21 within the Cullman
ounty School District. Ages
0-3 call Kristie Smith, 256-734-
3253. Ages 3-21 call Katie Meigs,
Special Education Coordinator,
256-739-0486, Ext 2.
The system is also seeking to
locate intellectually gifted and
talented children, with the em-
phasis on second-grade students.
Contact Special Education Co-

ordinator Katie Meigs at 17600
U.S. Highway 31 N, Cullman, Al
35058.

The Poetry of Recovery: Re-
covery Support Group

Every Saturday at 10 a.m. at 514
Cleveland Ave. SW in Cullman.
Facebook/The Poetry of Re-
covery. Contact Jeff at 727-542-
6413 or John at 256-636-0612.

Cullman County Historical So-
ciety Meetings

We meet the fourth Sunday of
the month from 2-4 p.m. at the
North Alabama Agriplex Her-
itage Building. Each meeting
features a specific program or
speaker. Join us!

Attention Senior Citizens
Ifyouare 60 or over, please come
to the Cullman Senior Center
at 1539 Sportsman Lake Road
NW and have some fun with us
and eat lunch. Good fun, good
friends and good food. Different
things going on Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m.-noon.

Volunteers needed to deliver
meals to homebound. Call Com-
mission on Aging for info. 256-
734-1241.

Cullman County Republican
‘Women Monthly Meetings
Second Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. at the Cullman
VFW. President Cathi Bradford:
“We are going to begin training
to track legislation in Montgom-
ery. If you need information,
%‘Ou can directly message me on

acebook.” Full meals at 5:30.
Meetings start at 6.

The Crossing Food Bank

The Crossing is open on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 9
am.-noon and 1-3:30 p.m. We
are located at 1503 Second St.
SW, Cullman (in the Housing
Authority).

Cullman Low Vision Support
Grmép Meetings

Third Tuesday of every month,
from 10-11:30 a.m., at the Ala-
bama Career Center, 1201 Kath-
erine St. NW in Cullman. Con-
tact Olivia Wade, case manager,
at 256-389-2502.

Baileyton Bargain Days
First Saturday of each month
from 8 am.-1 p.m. at the old
Baileyton fire station next to the
town's park. Beauty and health
products, toys, home goods, pet
items, food and many everyda
items. A donation of $20 will
allow a shopper to fill up a bag,
and for $40 a shopper can fill a
large box. Some of the items of
reater value will require a larger
onation. There will be some re-
strictions and product limits on
the items. Cash and checks ac-
cepted. Proceeds will be used for
park improvements and capital
improvements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous

The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open
AA meetings (lel are welcome)
Mondays and Thursdays from
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage House,
located next to Grace Episcopal
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone numbers:
256-347-1097, 256-841-2209 or
256-708-1340

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman First
Church of the Nazarene, 5415
Alabama Highway 157. CLOSED
li%alrature study. Handicap acces-
sible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sensi-

bly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 am., at the
Donald E. Green Adult Active
Center, 1625 Cleveland Ave. SW.
The first meeting is free. TOPS, a
national program, is a hands-on/
ounds-off approach to weight
oss and management through
weekly meetings providing in-
formation, accountability, sup-
port and encouragement where
you make the changes that make
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group
Meetil}gs

The NAR-ANON family group
meetings are a worldwide fellow-
ship for those affected by some-
one else’s addiction. We offer
Help b%sharingiour experiences,
strength and hope. We carry
the message of hope by letting
others know that they are not
alone by practicing the 12 Steps
of NAR-ANON and changing our
own attitudes. We Respect Your
Anonymity. Our Erogram is not
a religious one, but a spiritual
way of life. Meetings will be held
at The Ruehl Building (Famil,

Life Center of St. John’s Church

Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. Con-
tact Jamie Weathersby Smith
256-708-7122 or Don or Nancy
McKenzie 256-736-3327 or 256-
7306-3470 for more information.

Cullman Al-Anon Meetings
The Al-Anon Family Groups are
afellowship of friends and family
whose lives have been affected
by alcoholism. The Cullman
Serenity Al-Anon Group meets
each Monday at noon at 1519 St.
Joseph Dr. NE. There is also a
Zoom meeting each Tuesday at
noon. The Courage to Change
Al-Anon Family Group meets
on Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Grace
Episcopal Church at 305 Arnold
St. NE in the Carriage House,
located between the church and
the Arnold House on the corner.
For more information call 256-
734-2231 or 256-531-4429.

The Pantry at The Link

« 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman,
AL 35055

* Tuesday and Thursday 9
a.m.-3:30 p.m.

* Closed for lunch noon-1
p.m.

Alpha Delta Kappa Invitation
Are you a woman educator look-
ing to connect, grow, serve, and
make a difference? We want to
invite you to contact our local
Cullman chapters Alpha Theta
or Beta Delta. Alpha Delta Kappa
is a national honorary organiza-
tion of more than 25,000 women
educators who share a commit-
ment to valuing all people and
promot'n% ?uality education.
Build litelong friendships

*  Connect with educators who
share your passion

* Grow through leadership
and grofessional opportunities

+  Serve your school, commu-
nity and beyond

o Celebrate the important
work of women educators

Your dedication to education
matters. Your voice matters. You
belong with us.

For more information contact
President of Alpha Theta Lau-
rita Hogland 256-531-2298 or
Presidents of Beta Delta Rhonda
Vanzant 256-708-7980 or Lisa
Hullett 256-962-4252.

Church Services: Spirit Life
Church
* 1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW,
Cullman
o 256-739-3326
o gspiritlifechurchcullman@
%mai .com

B-Spirit Life Church Cullman
» Friday, Oct. 30 - Celebrate
Recovery. Fellowship and testi-
monies. Hurts, habits and hang-
Léps are a part of everyone’s life.

ome and see how to overcome
these and more! Dinner at 6 p.m.
Meeting starts at 6:30. Childcare
provided. Guest speaker Steven
East.
»  Sunday, Nov. 1 - 8:15 a.m.
Van runs in 5 Points Area. Call
Aimee at 256-841-2060 for
pickup. Breakfast at 9:30. Bible
study classes for children, youth
and adults at 10. Praise and wor-
ship and message by guest speak-
er Steven East at 11.

Shirley Burden Public Library
in Hanceville

The library is open Tuesday-Fri-
day 8 am.-5 p.m. (closed from
noon-1p.m.) and Saturdays from
9a.m.-1p.m. Joinus on Facebook
for weekly details or please feel

free to call us at 256-352-0685.
Follow  Facebook/Hanceville
Public Library for event details.
+ Saturday, Nov. 7, 9 am.-1
p.m. Mud Creek Festival and
BIGBOOK SALE

*  Wednesday, Nov. 11, Closed
in honor of Veterans Day
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. Storytime

*  Nov. 18, Susan Melton

*  Nov. 25, Closed for Thanks-
giving

* Dec. 2, Dorenda Doyle as
Mrs. Claus!

*  Dec. 9, Anita Whitlock

*  Dec. 16, Kerri with Cullman
4-H

*  Dec. 23 and 30, No program
o Jan. 6, Beth Ellis will read
"The After Christmas Tree”

*  We have T-shirts for sale.
Children’s sizes are $15 and adult
sizes are $20. Proceeds to assist
the library’s programs.

We are looking for community
volunteers to read storytime on
Wednesdays. Contact Teresa
Rivera for details. Volunteers
make our library successful, so
we thank our local community.

Cullman Police Department
9th Annual Trunk or Treat
Friday, Oct. 30, from 6-8 p.m. For
more information, visit www.
facebook.com/cullmanpd. The
CPD is located at 601 Second
Ave.NE.

Chambers Family Reunion
Sunday, Nov. 1, at 11 a.m. at the
Berlin  Community  Center.
Begins at 11, with dinner at noon.
All family members and friends
are invited to attend. Those
attending, please bring a meat
dish, vegetables and desert so
there will be enough food. Also,
bring family photos, stories and
family research to be presented
to others attending. If you are
able to arrive early (9-10 a.m.)
to assist in setup, it would be
appreciated. Contact Rodger
Walling at 256-734-8235 or 256-
347-2092.

Holly Pond Lions Club Pan-
cake Breakfast

Saturday, Nov 7, from 6-9 a.m.
at the Holly Pond Lions Club
Building. Enjoy pancakes, bacon,
sausage and coffee or juice by
eat-in or takeout for a donation.
The proceeds will benefit the
HP Lions Club project fund and
the food pantry located between
town hall and the fire depart-
ment. Come join us! Everyone is
welcome. Thank you in advance
for your support.

Cullman Veterans Day Cele-
bration

Saturday, Nov. 7, from 9 a.m.-3
pm. at Cullman Regional Air-
port. Hosted by the Cullman
Elks Veterans Committee, the
celebration will feature historic
military aircraft, live demonstra-
tions, military displays and op-
portunities to honor local veter-
ans. Admission and parking are
free, and the event will be held
rain or shine. One of this year’s
new featured attractions will be
a Messerschmitt ME-262. Addi-
tional historic aircraft scheduled
to appear include a D-Day C-47
and a Royal Air Force Spitfire.
This year’s celebration will also
feature retired Chief Warrant
Officer Mike Durant, a former
U.S. Army Black Hawk helicop-
ter pilot who was shot down
during the 1993 Battle of Mog-
adishu in Somalia, an operation
depicted in the film “Black Hawk
Down.”

16th Annual Mud Creek Arts &
Crafts Festival

Saturday, Nov. 7, from 9 a.m.-4
p.m. along Commercial Street,
centered at 106 Commercial St.
NE, in downtown Hanceville.
Street vendors, arts, crafts, food
and fun for the whole family.

Cullman NARFE Chapter
Meeting with Federal BCBS
Representative

Monday, Nov. 9. This meeting
will be held at the Cullman
Golden Corral. Starting with
a senior special Dutch lunch
(11 a.m.) followed by the infor-
mative meeting. All interested
parties are welcome and urged to
attend!! 256-708-5326.
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Marshall (from Front)

Noah Galilee

noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - A
gentle touch from Mar-
shall is a simple request.
He would like to be picked
up, please, and if there is
room in your lap, that is
exactly where he hopes to
stay.

Marshall, The Cullman
Tribune Pet of the Week, is
an approximately 6-year-
old Maltipoo available for
adoption at the Cullman
County Animal Shelter.
This affectionate fellow
knows what he wants most,
and it is time close to his
person.

Described as having
plenty of common sense,
Marshall makes his wishes
known with that soft touch.
For someone who enjoys
the company of a lap dog,
his desire to be held could
be the beginning of a loving
friendship.

Marshall has cataracts,
but those caring for him
say they do not hold him
back. Prospective adopters
can speak with shelter staff
about his needs and care.

He is waiting for ahome
where his gentle requests
for attention will be met
with open arms and a place
to settle.

Marshall’s adoption fee

is $130 and includes neu-
tering, vaccinations and
microchipping. To learn
more about Marshall or
meet him, visit the Cull-
man County Animal Shel-
ter at 935 Convent Road
NE. The shelter is open
Monday through Friday
from 9 am.-3:30 p.m.
Contact the shelter at 256-
734-5448 or cullmanani-
malshelter@co.cullman.
al.us.

Has Marshall already
been adopted? Don’t
worry! Many more pets are
waiting for their forever
homes, and your perfect
companion may be among
them.

EARL’S BODY
SHOP

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W.
734-2406

A-1 Battery Sales
AUTO - TRUCK - TRACTOR
Quality Batteries For Every Need

2152 Co. Rd. 1169 * Cullman, AL 35055
Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

Since 1979
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NOW HIRING GLASS
A CDL DRIVERS

SAME DAY
APPLICATION ka
AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE
PAY AND
BENEFITS

SFTWI

PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

256-352-2221

COMMUNITY CORNER

COMMUNITY CORNER

YOUR LOCAL

SUBMISSION,
AFFORDABLE
PRICING

ADVERTISING
SOI.UTION!

>
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
~y PROMOTE YOUR YARD SALE
MAKE ANNOUNCEMENTS

SELL UNNEEDED ITEMS

FUNDRAISER
SWAMP JOHN’S FUND-
RAISER St. Andrew’s
Methodist, 615 Main Ave.
SW Saturday, October
31, 11 am to 2 pm $16 a
plate(eat in or take out)

FOR SALE
BREATHE FREELY AT
HOME! Central Boiler’s
Classic Edge Titanium
HDX OUTDOOR wood
furnace eliminates indoor
smoke for healthier living.
Boilerworx  Plus-serving
Cullman and surrounding
areas. Call 256-347-6832!

HAY FOR SALE, 4 x 5
rolls fertilized, mixed cow
hay, baled this year. $20,
we load for you. Sorry,
no deliveries. Located in
Vinemont

YARD SALE
YARD SALE -
Tools, ladders, kitchen/
household items, books,
Alabama framed art &
collectibles, new cutting
boards, 2023 Keystone
Passport Camper and lots
more. 680 County Rd 804,
Cullman, Friday and Sat-
urday Oct, 30-31

Power

SERVICES
MYRA'’S DECORATION
FLOWERS is now open
Thurs-Sat from 10am-
5pm. Myra’s is conve-
niently located on CR
1343 close to Vinemont
Super Saver. With over 20
years experience we will
create your custom ar-
rangements with quality
silk flowers. Prices range
between $5.00-$48.00.
Call or text 256-595-9748
to order. Come and let me
save you money!

STRUGGLING WITH
STAIRS? STAY SAFE AT
HOME. Acorn Stairlifts®
are the perfect solution for
arthritis, COPD, and mo-
bility challenges. A+ Rated
by the BBB. Special $250
Savings and a FREE In-
Home Consultation. Call
1-844-349-3270 Today!

UP TO $15,000.00 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE
INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral
and other final expenses.
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 866-
321-2416 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/Alabama

APPLIANCE REPAIR:
Prompt local service avail-
able for appliance repair.
Washer/Dryer, Dishwash-
er, Refrigerator, Stove/
Oven and all major appli-
ances. Certified, Insured
techs. Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call to schedule your
appointment now! 1-877-
441-0132

SELLING A RV, TRAC-
TOR OR GOLF CART?
ADVERTISE STATE-
WIDE or by region in over
100 Newspapers, reaching
over 1 million readers each
week! Run your ad in our
Classified Network for
just $210 per week! Make
one call to this newspaper
(participating Ala-SCAN
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how
easy it is to advertise state-
wide!

WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and get

paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-385-
7131

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RESTO-
RATION: A small amount
of water can lead to major
damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals
dry out the wet area and
do repairs to protect your
family and your home’s
value! If you have water in
your home that needs to
be dried, Call 24/7: 1-833-
879-1371 Have zip code
of service location ready
when you call!

BEAUTIFUL BATH
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Superior
quality bath and shower
systems at AFFORDABLE
PRICES! Lifetime warran-
ty & professional installs.
Call Now! 1-877-583-6484

CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR The same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited
talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/BEAUTY
AUDIEN HEARING. The
world{s first hearing aid
with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or
prescriptions. 45-day risk
free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More
than 1.5 million happy cus-
tomers. Call Audien 1-844-
298-7678

ATTENTION OXYGEN

ofite NINTH

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

SUBMIT BY NOON ON WEDNESDAY, SEE YOUR AD ON THURSDAY! v
PLACE YOUR AD AT TRIBUNE.STORE OR CALL US AT 256-739-1351

THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You with
Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-833-
650-7885

FOR SALE
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the
details! 1-877-817-4697
www.dental50plus.com/
alabama #6258

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service,
call now for a free quote
and see how much you can
save! 1-877-541-5677

NEED NEW FLOOR-
ING? Call today to
schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting
& Flooring. Call Today!
1-877-403-4821

AUTOMOTIVE
GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start
their own business. Call
24/7:1-833-426-0193

DONATE YOUR CAR,
TRUCK, BOAT, RV AND
MORE to support our vet-
erans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-877-724-3049
today!

Elder Abuse, Neglect & Exploitation

Contact DHR to Make a Report

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN

RESOURCES

Q 1-800-458-7214
52 aps@dhr.alabama.gov

FAMILY
PHARMACY

bordenfamilypharmacy.com

236-134-1939
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PREP FOOTBALL

Good Hope eyes region title as
Cold Springs opens regular-
season finales Thursday

Noah Galilee

noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - Good
Hope will visit unbeaten
Scottsboro with a region
championship still within
reach Friday, while newly
ranked Cold Springs
opens the area’s final reg-
ular-season football slate
Thursday.

Cold Springs hosts
Tanner on Thursday, Oct.
29, Friday, Oct. 30, sends
Cullman to West Morgan,
Good Hope to Scottsboro,
Fairview to Cherokee
County, Meek to Berry,
Holly Pond to Falkville
and Hanceville to Elk-
mont. All seven games are
scheduled for 7 p.m.

Cullman’s game at
West Morgan has moved
from Thursday to Friday,
according to the school’s
Facebook announcement.

Cold Springs entered
the Class 2A rankings at
No. 10 in Wednesday’s
Alabama Sports Writers
Association poll. Addison
remains No. 2 in Class 1A,
and Scottsboro holds the
No. 2 position in Class 4A.
Rankings throughout this
preview reflect the Oct. 28
poll.

Thursday, Oct. 29
Tanner (4-5) at No. 10
Cold Springs (8-1)

Cold Springs will try to
complete a nine-win
regular season when it
hosts Tanner at 7 p.m. in
Bremen.

The Eagles enter
their nonregion finale
with three consecutive
victories and the No. 2
playoff seed in Class 2A,
Region 5 already secured.
Thursday’s result will not
change their region posi-
tion or their home assign-
ment for the first round
Nov. 6.

Cold Springs finished
region play at 6-1 after de-
feating Carbon Hill 56-6
last week. Eli Voce and
Brandon Chasteen each
scored twice, while defen-
sive lineman Lathan Shu-
ford returned a fumble
for a touchdown. Cooper
Johnson and Blake Phil-
lips also scored.

Tanner enters after
a 36-35 loss to J.B. Pen-
nington, its third consec-
utive defeat. The Rattlers
finished sixth in Class 2A,
Region 7 at 2-5 and have
been eliminated from
playoff contention.

The Eagles can finish
the regular season 9-1
before turning their at-
tention to the postseason.

Friday, Oct. 30
Good Hope (7-2) at No. 2
Scottsboro (9-0)
Good Hope’s 7 p.m. visit
to Scottsboro carries the
area’s most significant re-
maining region stakes.

Scottsboro leads
Class 4A, Region 8 at 7-0.
Good Hope and Chero-
kee County are both 6-1,
leaving the Raiders with a
path to the championship.

A Good Hope victory
combined with a Fairview
victory over Cherokee
County would leave the
Raiders and Scottsboro
tied at 7-1. Good Hope
would claim first place
through the head-to-head
tiebreaker.

If Good Hope and
Cherokee County both

win, Scottsboro, Good
Hope and Cherokee
County would finish

tied at 7-1, requiring the
AHSAA’s three-team tie-
breaking procedure.

A Good Hope loss
would leave the Raiders
third because Cherokee
County holds the head-to-
head advantage.

The Raiders secured

their playoff berth with
last week’s 42-7 win over
Hayden. Karson Hollis
rushed for 116 yards and
two touchdowns on nine
carries.

Parker Johnson ran for
64 yards and two scores
while throwing touch-
down passes to Ayden
Young and Kayden Col-
lins.

Ross Clark recorded
two sacks. Collins added
a sack and a blocked punt
recovery, while Young in-
tercepted a pass.

Scottsboro will also
celebrate  homecoming
and senior night during
Friday’s game.

Cullman (8-6) at West
Morgan (6-3)

Cullman will close its
season at 7 p.m. Friday at
West Morgan High School
in Trinity, seeking con-
secutive road victories
after snapping a five-game
losing streak last week.

The game was pre-
viously scheduled for
Thursday but has moved
to Friday.

The Bearcats defeated
Jackson-Olin 42-13, pro-
ducing their highest point
total of the season. Cull-
man broke a 7-7 tie with 14
unanswered second-quar-
ter points, led 21-7 at half-
time and extended its ad-
vantage to 35-13 entering
the fourth quarter.

The victory gave Cull-
man its first road win of
the year and completed its
Class 5A, Region 5 sched-
ule at 2-5. The Bearcats
had already been elimi-
nated from playoff con-
tention.

West Morgan enters
with three consecutive
victories and a postseason
berth secured. The Rebels
received seven votes out-
side the Class 4A top 10 in
Wednesday’s ASWA poll.

For Cullman, the non-
region finale offers an op-
portunity to finish 4-6 and
carry a two-game winning
streak into the offseason.

Fairview (5-3) at Chero-
kee County (6-3)
Fairview will return from
an open week to close its
season at 7 p.m. Friday in
Centre.

The Aggies are 4-3 in
Class 4A, Region 8 and
have been eliminated
from playoff contention.
Guntersville’s victory over
Brewer last week secured
a5-3region finish, and the
Wildcats hold the head-
to-head tiebreaker over
Fairview.

A victory would give
the Aggies a 6-3 overall
finish and a 5-3 region
record. It also could in-
fluence the champion-
ship race by helping Good
Hope if the Raiders defeat
Scottsboro.

Cherokee County
enters 6-1 in the region
and remains in contention
for a home playoff opener.
The Warriors hold a 40-21
victory over Good Hope.

Fairview’s last game
was a 41-6 victory over
Crossville on Oct. 15.

Conner  Scott threw
touchdown passes to
Konnor Dunkin and

Ayden Batz as the Aggies
scored all 41 points in the
opening quarter.

Joseph Harbison re-
turned a fumble for a
touchdown, and Fairview
also scored on an inter-
ception return.

Friday’s game will be
Fairview’s final opportu-
nity to add a road victory
after winning three of
its four home games this
season.

Meek (6-3) at Berry (4-5)
Meek will pursue its fifth
consecutive victory when
it visits Berry at 7 p.m.

Friday in a nonregion
finale.

The Tigers have se-
cured the No. 3 playoff
seed in Class 1A, Region
7 and will travel for the
opening round Nov. 6.
Friday’s result will not
change that assignment.

Meek finished region
play at 5-2 after defeating
Red Bay 30-22 last week.
The Tigers built a 16-0
first-quarter lead and
carried a 22-14 advan-
tage into halftime. After
a scoreless third quarter,
both teams added eight
points in the fourth.

The victory followed
region wins over Water-
loo, Belgreen and Phillips.
Another win would give
Meek a 7-3 regular-season
finish.

Berry enters after
scoring a season-high 54
points in a 54-52 victory
over Pickens County. The
Wildcats completed their
Class 1A, Region 5 sched-
ule at 4-3.

Holly Pond (2-7) at
Falkville (4-5)

Holly Pond will close its
season at 7 p.m. Friday at
Falkville, seeking its third
victory of the year.

Both teams have com-
pleted region play and will
finish their seasons with
the nonregion matchup.
Holly Pond finished 1-6 in
Class 3A, Region 6, while
Falkville finished fifth in
Class 2A, Region 7 at 3-4.

The Broncos enter
after a 43-12 loss to
Etowah. Holly Pond

trailed 22-6 at halftime
before the Blue Devils
added 14 unanswered
third-quarter points. Both
teams scored in the final
period.

Falkville enters with
consecutive losses and
can finish at .500 with a
victory. Holly Pond can
close 3-7 with a win.

Hanceville (0-9) at Elk-
mont (1-8)

Hanceville will have one
final opportunity to earn
its first victory when it
visits Elkmont at 7 p.m.
Friday.

The Bulldogs com-
pleted Class 3A, Region
6 play at 0-7 after last
week’s 62-0 loss to region
champion Oneonta.
The Redskins scored 35
first-quarter points and
led 56-0 at halftime.

Elkmont also enters
outside the playoff field.
The Red Devils’ only vic-
tory came Sept. 25, when
they defeated Danville
35-6.

Friday’s nonregion
game will conclude the
season for both teams.
Hanceville is seeking a 1-9
finish, while Elkmont can
finish 2-8.

Open dates and postsea-
son preparation
Addison and Vinemont
have completed their reg-
ular seasons and are open
this week before begin-
ning the playoffs Nov. 6.

No. 2 Addison finished
10-0 overall and 7-0 in
Class 1A, Region 7 after
defeating Hackleburg
33-7. The Bulldogs are
the region champion and
will host their first-round
playoff game.

Vinemont finished 6-4
overall and 4-3 in Class
3A, Region 6. Its 12-7 vic-
tory over Susan Moore
secured a seventh con-
secutive postseason ap-
pearance and the region’s
No. 4 seed. The Eagles will
travel to Central-Florence
for the opening round.

West Point’s season
concluded Oct. 23 with a
55-14 loss to Deshler. The
Warriors finished 0-10
overall and 0-7 in Class
4A, Region 7.
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Jacobs proclaims Hospice and Palliative Care

Leanne H. West

Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala.- Mayor
Woody Jacobs presented a
proclamation recognizing No-
vember 2026 as Hospice and
Palliative Care Month in the
city of Cullman during a cere-
mony held Monday, Oct. 26, in
the mayor’s office. Representing
Hospice of North Alabama at
the presentation were Shellee
Blaxton, Anna Dove, Julie Doss
and Cecily Miner.

The proclamation recogniz-
es the important role hospice
and palliative care professionals
play in providing comfort, dig-
nity and support to patients and
families facing serious illness.
This year’s national theme,
"Care You Can Trust,” empha-
sizes compassionate, quality
care and helping families make
informed decisions about their

loved ones’ needs.

"We're fortunate to have
several hospice organizations
serving Cullman and the sur-
rounding area,” said Jacobs.
"These folks do important
work, helping people and their
families through some of life’s
hardest times. We appreciate
every one of them and the care
they provide to our communi-
ty.”

Cullman is served by sever-
al hospice care organizations,
including Hospice of North Al-
abama, Cullman Regional Hos-
pice, Aveanna Hospice of Cull-
man, Enhabit Hospice, Gentiva
Hospice and Affinity Hospice.
These organizations provide
care and support to patients and
families, helping manage pain
and symptoms while addressing
emotional, spiritual and practi-
cal needs.

Shellee Blaxton of Hospice

of North Alabama, which has
served the Cullman commu-
nity for 20 years, emphasized
the importance of having local
hospice providers available to
families.

"We've been here in Cull-
man for 20 years, and we're
local,” said Blaxton. "Our office
is right behind the Christmas
market, and we want people
to know we're here when they
need us. We're proud to be part
of this community and to care
for our neighbors.”

While hospice care focuses
on comfort and quality of life
for individuals nearing the end
of life, palliative care can be
provided at any stage of serious
illness, including alongside
treatments intended to cure
or manage a condition. Both
approaches emphasize person-
alized care, dignity and support
for patients and their loved
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Pictured left to right are Shellee Blaxton, Julie Doss, Mayor
Woody Jacobs, Cecily Miner and Anna Dove.

ones.

The proclamation also rec-
ognizes the physicians, nurses,
social workers, chaplains, vol-
unteers and family caregivers

who work together to meet pa-
tients’ physical, emotional and
spiritual needs.

Jacobs encouraged resi-
dents to recognize and thank

Month in Cullman

CITY OF CULLMAN

the hospice and palliative care
professionals throughout the
community whose dedication
makes a difference in the lives of
patients and families every day.

Bates (from Front)

Noah Galilee

noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - In a third-
floor courtroom at the Cullman
County Courthouse on a Sat-
urday morning in July 2000,
Circuit Clerk Robert Gene Bates
welcomed Sacred Harp singers,
offered the opening prayer and
read “The Old Bridge Builder.”

The moment lasted only
minutes, but it captured the two
roles Bates carried for decades:
keeper of the county’s court busi-
ness and a steady presence in the
life of the community.

Bates, 85, died Sunday, Oct.
25. He is being remembered for
30 years of public service, a life-
long commitment to his church,
57 years as a Mason and a family
life that included 66 years of mar-
riage to his wife, Janice.

The Cullman County Com-
mission said Bates’ commitment
during three decades as circuit
clerk left a lasting impact on the

community.

Mayor Woody Jacobs and
the Cullman City Council also
extended condolences to Bates’
family and friends.

“We are grateful for his 30
years of dedicated service to
Cullman County,” the city said.

The circuit clerk serves as the
court system’s business manager.

The office maintains court
records, issues summonses and
subpoenas, collects court-or-
dered money and manages jurors.

In Cullman County, the cir-
cuit clerk also serves as the ab-
sentee election manager.

That meant Bates’ work
reached residents at conse-
quential moments: filing a case,
responding to a subpoena, re-
porting for jury duty, paying
court-ordered money or request-
ing an absentee ballot.

His experience also shaped
election work beyond Cullman
County.

The

Alabama  Election

Handbook credits Bates with re-
viewing its chapters on absentee
voting qualifications, the duties
of circuit clerks and the work of
absentee election managers.

The Alabama Law Institute
also lists him among the mem-
bers of its 2003 Election Law
committee.

Bates drew attention to the
obstacles facing military person-
nel and other Alabama voters
overseas.

His office mailed 153 absen-
tee ballots to those voters for the
2004 general election, but 66
were not returned.

In 2008, Bates pointed to
that gap as Alabama circuit clerks
supported a more efficient elec-
tronic voting system for citizens
serving or living abroad.

His service extended beyond
the courthouse.

Alabama Secretary of State
records show Bates and Roger
Humphrey incorporated the
Bates Masonic Scholarship Fund

in Cullman County in 1998 for
educational purposes.

Bates was listed as an incor-
porator and registered agent, and
annual filings named him presi-
dent in 1998 and 1999.

That work reflected a Ma-
sonic commitment that contin-
ued for 57 years.

According to his obituary,
Bates conducted or participat-
ed in more than 300 Masonic
services, standing with families
during some of their most diffi-
cult hours.

Bates was also a lifelong
member of Sharon Grove Meth-
odist Church. His public prayers
at the Cullman County Singing
Convention and his repeat-
ed welcomes to singers in the
courthouse in 2000 and 2001
offered another glimpse of a faith
expressed through presence and
service.

Born Dec. 10, 1940, in Cull-
man, Bates was the son of Robert
Lem and Mamie Pearl Trimble

Bates.

His family remembered
him as “wise in counsel, patient
in difficulty and steadfastly
kind-hearted.” They described a
devoted husband, father, grand-
father and great-grandfather
whose calm strength and love
anchored generations.

In addition to Janice, sur-
vivors include daughters Cindy
McSwain  and Becky Faulk;
grandchildren Brooke Berg and
Brittany Tucker; great-grand-
children Olivia Yancy, Audrey
Tucker, Caroline Berg, Anna
Kate Berg and William Berg; and
his brother, Frank Bates of Texas.

Away from public duties,
Bates enjoyed hunting, fishing
and farming. His family said he
found joy in the outdoors and in
working the land, carrying the
same patience and dedication
into those pursuits that marked
the rest of his life.

Visitation was scheduled for
Wednesday, Oct. 28, from 4-7

p.m. at Moss Service Funeral
Home, 1901 Second Ave. NW in
Cullman.

A celebration of life service
will be Thursday, Oct. 29, at 1
p-m. at the funeral home, with the
Revs. Paul Campbell and Delbert
Freeman officiating.

A graveside committal ser-
vice will follow at Shedd Ceme-
teryin Trimble.

The poem Bates shared in the
courthouse 26 years ago tells of a
traveler who crosses a difficult
span, then turns back to build a
bridge for those who will follow.

The public record of Bates’
life traces a similar outline: three
decades tending the county’s
courts, work to strengthen elec-
tions, an educational fund for
students and hundreds of ser-
vices for grieving families.

His legacy in Cullman
County is found not only in the
years he served, but in the paths
he helped make easier for others.

Sullins (from Front)

Noah Galilee

noah@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - For Gene Sul-
lins, public service was never an
abstract line on a résumé. It was
a child waiting for a safer school
bus, a teacher who needed en-
couragement, a ball field coming
back to life after more than a
decade and two communities
trusting him to carry their con-
cerns into a boardroom.

Henry Eugene “Gene” Sullins
died Monday, Oct. 26, at 84. For
12 years and three elected terms,
he represented District 1 on the
Cullman County Board of Educa-
tion, serving the West Point and
Harmony communities. Along
the way, he served in leadership
roles including Board president
and vice president.

“Gene loved Cullman County
Schools, and he cared deeply
about our students and staff,” Su-
perintendent Dr. Shane Barnette
said. “He understood that serving
on the School Board meant serv-
ing people.”

Barnette said Sullins gave his
time and energy to helping the
schools succeed, advocated for
students, supported employees
and represented his communities

with commitment.

Sullins chose not to seek re-
election in 2024 and completed
his service at the end of his third
term.

Voters first elected Sullins
to the Board in 2012. He won
reelection in 2016 and defeated
a challenger in 2020 to secure a
third term.

The role placed him at the
table for decisions touching every
part of the county school system,
from personnel and special edu-
cation services to transportation,
facilities and long-range finances.

One of the most consequen-
tial decisions came in 2016. With
Sullins serving as Board pres-
ident, the Board unanimously
selected Barnette as superinten-
dent.

At the time, Sullins pointed to
Barnette’s experience as an edu-
cator and administrator and, most
of all, his concern for children.

Eight years later, at Sullins’
final Board meeting in December
2024, Barnette described the
progress made during that period.

The system had moved from
one day beyond the state-re-
quired reserve balance to around
140 days in reserve, completed
about $70 million in projects and

modernized or repaired facilities
across the county.

Its graduation rate had risen
from about 80% to about 97%,
while the share of graduates
considered ready for college or
a career had climbed from about
72% 10 99%.

Barnette credited Sullins,
fellow departing Board Member
Heath Allbright and the entire
Board. Those gains belonged to a
team, but Sullins served through
every year of that eight-year span,
helping shape the budgets, poli-
cies and priorities behind them.

The smaller moments said
just as much about the kind of
Board member he tried to be.

When Harmony School re-
turned to its ball field in April
2021 after more than 10 years
without a home game, Sullins
spoke during the opening cere-
mony.

In a later Board of Education
Recognition Month message,
Harmony thanked him for the
time he spent “encouraging and
lifting up our students and facul-
ty”

In 2023, Sullins was among
the Board members present as
Cullman County Schools began
rolling out a new bus fleet.

The buses brought air condi-
tioning, exterior safety cameras,
collision-avoidance systems and
real-time communication intend-
ed to help drivers protect children
waiting at stops.

He also supported an un-
successful 2020 proposal for a
one-cent education sales tax.
The plan was intended to re-
place aging buildings, strengthen
campus security and build a new
career-technical facility. The
referendum failed, but Sullins’
position reflected the needs he
believed the school system had to
confront.

In a 2016 campaign message,
Sullins wrote that he carefully
and prayerfully weighed Board
decisions because they affected
his family as well as other families
throughout the system.

“Together we can continue
to strive and achieve great things
for our kids and school system as
awhole,” he wrote.

To his family, those public
duties were only one part of the
man they knew.

Marcia Yearwood, who iden-
tified herself as Sullins’ sister-in-
law, shared a remembrance on
Cullman County Schools’ public
tribute.

“He loved Harmony school
with all his heart. He always
wanted the best for that school,”
Yearwood wrote.

She remembered Sullins as
a man who never met a stranger,
enjoyed a good conversation and
loved her family deeply.

Public business listings and
Sullins’ own social media profile
also show a working life rooted
in Cullman County. He described
himself as the longtime owner of
a Cullman-area siding and sun-
room business, dating his owner-
ship to 1975.

In a public response to the
Cullman County Commission’s
remembrance, Jeffrey Sullins
recalled another chapter of Gene
Sullins’ public service, saying he
had once served as an assistant
probate judge under former Cull-
man County Probate Judge Tom
Burleson.

The Commission remem-
bered Sullins for his service to
the West Point community and
said his commitment to Cullman
County students and families
would be remembered.

When Sullins left the School
Board in 2024, he did not use the
moment to recite alist of personal
accomplishments. He praised the

people beside him. He thanked
Board Member Kenny Brockman
for years of help and friendship
and expressed confidence in
incoming Board Member Larry
Duke.

“You guys will have a good
Board member taking my place,”
Sullins said of Duke.

It was a fitting last word from
the Board table. Even at the close
of his own service, Sullins direct-
ed attention toward the people
who had helped him, the person
who would follow him and the
schools and teachers the work
was meant to serve.

Cullman Funeral Home and
Crematory said visitation will
begin at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct.
29, at Temple Baptist Church.

The funeral will be held at 11
a.m. Friday, Oct. 30. The funeral
home said a full obituary would
follow.

Sullins’ legacy cannot be con-
tained in one vote, one building or
one set of numbers.

Itlives in safer rides to school,
improved classrooms, students
encouraged and neighbors heard.
It is the accumulated result of
showing up, term after term, and
treating a seat in public office as a
responsibility to people.

KNIGHT-FREE

INSURANCE AGENCY
CULLMAN
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Your friends.

Auto-Qwners
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Nostalgia (from Front)

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

he Haunted

Woods, a local

fear-fueling  at-

traction located

in Hanceville is open to the

public until Oct. 31, with

some “old-school” classic
scare tactics.

I visited the site on Sat-

urday and truly enjoyed my

experience!
Per my  millennial
heart, think 2003-2008

backwoods with a touch of
“Texas Chainsaw Massa-
cre” meets “Wrong Turn”
- just my kind of haunted
“house.”

The entire venue is out-
side, but you get your steps
in as well as, truly getting to
experience 2026 Halloween
like a teen all over again.

Think chainsaws, slow
Michael Myers walks and

in that department.

10/10 recommend The
Haunted Woods for a fun,
little local haunt!
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$20 for VIP.

Find it at 172 County
Road 536 in Hanceville.

For more information,

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Challenge (from Front)

Krystal Corley

krystal@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - Every
story starts with a blank
page. This November, the
Cullman County Public Li-
brary is inviting local writ-
ers to fill one.

In honor of Nation-
al Novel Writing Month,
the library is hosting a
short story writing chal-
lenge from Monday, Nov.
2, through Wednesday,
Nov. 25. Entries should be
between 1,000 and 5,000
words.

“Whether you're new to
writing or you have years
of experience, all adults are
welcome to try our writing
challenge!” the library said
in announcing the event.

Stories from writers of
every age
The contest is open to par-

and kids (17 and under).
That means young story-
tellers can try their hand at
atale of their own alongside
seasoned writers.

Writers looking for a
spark of inspiration can
pick up writing prompts at
the library, along with sub-
mission sheets.

Need help getting start-
ed? The library will also
host a writing workshop
for adults and students in
grades 5 and up Wednesday,
Now. 4, at 4 p.m., just days
into the contest.

A month made for writ-
ers

National Novel  Writ-
ing Month, often called
NaNoWriMo, began in 1999
in the San Francisco area
with just 21 participants.
The idea was simple but
daunting: write a 50,000-
word novel during the 30

OCTOBER 29, 2026

lenge grew into aworldwide
tradition. While the non-
profit organization behind
it shut down in 2025, writ-
ers, libraries and commu-
nity groups have kept the
November spirit alive with
challenges of their own.
The library’s short story
contest offers a more ap-
proachable version of the
challenge. Instead of an
entire novel, writers can
focus on crafting one com-
plete story, whether it’s
their first or their fiftieth.

How to enter
For prompts, submission
sheets and contest details,
stop by the Cullman County
Public Library at 200 Clark
St. NE, email cullmanpub-
liclibrary@gmail.com  or
visit www.cullmanlib.org.
The library can also be
reached at 256-734-2720.
Library  hours are

Halloween lighting. Tickets are affordable visit www.facebook.com/ | ticipants of all ages, with days of November, or about Monday through Friday
Parking is limited so be and available at the door: TheHauntedWoodsinHa- | entries judged in two cate- 1,667 words a day. from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and Sat-
prepared to be a little tight $10 for a regular visit and nceville. gories: adults (18 and older) Over the years, the chal-  urday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
—_———— DOCUMENT 8
Case# PC2026-394 ELECTRONICALLY FILED
Racarsad i Aot Sock i pae 25 VA0 00003100
:g’/"znelmzs 4.0 CIRCUIT COURT OF
Judge of Probate CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA
Cunman Counly L m 'N] LISA MCSWAIN, CLERK
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA IN-THECIRCUITCOURTOF CUELMAN I COUNTY; AERSANIA
INRE: THE ESTATE OF * HAMMONS VERNA, )
Plaintiff, )
JOHNNY RAY GRANTHAM, * CASE NO.: PC 2026-394 )
D Vs ) Case No.: CV-2026-000021.00
eceased. * )
WEISSEND ASHLEY, )
RALPH JOHNATHAN, )
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR SUMMARY DISTIBUTION Defendants. )
I E G A I s A Petition for Summary Distribution of the Estate of Johnny Ray Grantham has been filed
ORDER

by Petitioner, Jinmy Grantham, on the Q@V'}‘day of & ’3\{1 (13 bl;/i 20, 21’, in the

Probate Court of Cullman County. Notice is hereby given to all persons having claims against said

MOTION & AFFIDAVIT FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION filed by HAMMONS VERNA
is hereby GRANTED.
estate are hereby to present the same within time allowed by law or the same will be barred.

) DONE this 14" day of October, 2026.
All claims must be filed in the Probate Court of Cullman County.
Is! J. CHAD FLOYD
CIRCUIT JUDGE

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

BLAND, HARRIS & McCLELLAN, P.C.
Attorney for Petitioner

N
o, ne * N
IN RE: The Estate of I\ Nancy F. McClellan
OLAF NORMAN GREEN, * CASE NO.: PC2026-397 401 Second Avenue, SW
Culiman, Alabama 35055 IN THE PROBATE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA
Deceased. * (256) 734- 4040 IN RE: The Estate of )
To:  Publisher of The Cullman Tribune )
NOTICE TO CREDITORS NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT TO BE PUBLISHED BY P blish th ] o ) BILLY JOE JACKSON, ) Case No.: PC- 2026»%‘4 )
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE ease publis] t_ e above n:?ncc ONE TIME in said newspaper, and thereafter file with the )
Court a copy of the notice so published and an affidavit of publication. Deceased. )

TAKE NOTICE that Ancillary Letters of Testamentary having been granted to Kim NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Vccch'arel]‘li Padilla, as Personal Representative of the Estate of Olaf Norman Green, deceased, on
the q day of & , 2026, by the Honorable Tammy Brown, Judge
of Probate.

DONE this the &\%ay of 0 Ne I 12026,

TAKE NOTICE that Letters of Administration on the Estate of said deceased

,6'.( WH\ having been granted to Brandon Jackson, on the i day of AQ (!j 0 {& Y 20
GE OF PROBATE
~ALABAMA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all persons having claims against the said Estate are
hereby required to present the same within the time allowed by law or the same will be barred.

TAMMY BROWN, J
CULLMAN COUNT

ﬂé , by the Honorable Tammy Brown, Judge of Probate.

Kim Vecchiarelli Padilla NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all persons having claims against the said

Personal Representative

Christopher S. Hamer Estate are hereby required to present the same within the time allowed by law or the

Hand Arendall Harrison Sale LLC
18001 Fifth Avenue North - STE 400
Birmingham, Alabama 35203

2

same will be barred.

(s)9Bed |

6 ‘Ayunop uew1 g

R20u:

Brandon Jackson,
Personal Representative

°312qo.d O @8pn()
Urodg Auwe |
Wz € 9Z0Z/61/0}]

¥

TO: The Publisher of The Cullman Tribune IN THE PROBATE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

Shelbie G. Hankey
Hankey Law Firm, LLC

Please publish the above Notice once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks and send an IN RE: The Estate of * )
affidavit of Publication to the Judge of Probate. 2N 409 2nd Avenue SW
DONNA JO BUTLER, i CASENO.PC2026-AL A\ gulé;n;gg g'lriiama 35055
5 .
Jd\/‘ﬁ\/ ( W?\d Deceased. £
TAMMY BROWN, I)GF OF PROBATE To the publisher of THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE:
CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TAKENOTICE: Letters Testamentary having been granted to Dﬂ‘ vid H. Butler as Personal

Please publish the above notice three successive weeks in said newspaper and
Representative of the Estate of Donna Jo Butler, deceased, on the l q day of (,O Lﬂ send an Affidavit of Publication to the Judge of Probate.

o R

ANNAYH)
Tammy Brown, J@)GE OF PROBATE

2026, all persons having claims against said Estate are hereby required to present the same within

the time allowed by law or the same will be barred

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-53
TO ANNEX CERTAIN PROPERTIES INTO '
THE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF CULL-

T S e €O

David M. Butler

MAN, ALABAMA Personal Representative IN THE PROBATE COURT OF CUILLMAN COUNTY, iﬁﬁm
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY s e IN RE: THE ESTATE OF *
OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS: i EVELYN JOY SAMS, * CASE NO.: PC2026-387
s il . Shay Persall
SECTION 1. The City Council of the City of Cullman finds SHAY PERSALL LAW, LLC Deceased. *
that the following property owners, Wesley and Sherry Moore, e sl i
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

have petitioned the City under the provisions of Section 11-42- (22618311800

21 of the Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended, that the follow-
ing described property, owned by the petitioner, be annexed
into the City of Cullman:

PIN: 89622. Parcel Number: 22-01-11-0-000-032.017. Proper- TO:
ty Address: County Road 616, Hanceville, AL 35077.

Legal Description: Lot 1 of Bella’s Ridge Subdivision.

PIN: 89623. Parcel Number: 22-01-11-0-000-032.018. Proper-
ty Address: County Road 616, Hanceville, AL 35077.

Legal Description: Lot 2 of Bella’s Ridge Subdivision.

PIN: 89624. Parcel Number: 22-01-11-0-000-032.019. Proper-
ty Address: County Road 616, Hanceville, AL 35077.

Legal Description: Lot 3 of Bella’s Ridge Subdivision.

PIN: 89625. Parcel Number: 22-01-11-0-000-032.020. Proper-

. Recordaa ih Abgue Sesk and Pace
ty Address: County Road 616, Hanceville, AL 35077. S878E TR 535, ook e e
35??:;’czz:':,‘:Lm\3

Attorney for Personal Representative
{HRIEY 0L S SROnE SERTeSC e Letters of Administration having been granted to DANNY FELTON SAMS as Personal

Representative of the Estate of EVELYN JOY SAMS, deceased, on the é}0 day of

October.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all persons having claims against the said Estate are

2026, by the H ble Tammy B: Probate Judge.
The Publisher of The Cuifman Tribune: by the Honorable Y Brown, Trobate Judge

affidavit M puhhmnnn to the Iudm of Probate.
hereby required to present the same within the time allowed by law or the same will be barred.

TAMMY BROWN, I’%BA’I EJUDGE

Danny Felton Sams
Personal Representative
Jeremy P. Summers, Estate Attorney
1275 Center Point Parkway, Suite 100
Birmingham, Alabama 35215

TO: The Publisher of The Cullman Tribune

caunNPczmzs - 04

Please publish the above Notice once a week for (3) consecutive weeks and send an Affidavit of
Publication to the Judge of Probate.

Legal Description: Combined Lots 1, 2, and 3 of Bella’s Ridge
Subdivision, First Addition. IN THE PROBATE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA \;fa Aoty 1O o%uﬁ
PIN: 90974. Parcel Number: 22-06-14-0-000-002.006. Proper- IN RE: THE ESTATE OF CULLMAN COUMTY, ALABAMA

CASE NO.: PC2026-046

ERE

ty Address: County Road 616, Hanceville, AL 35077.

FLO ANN DYER,

Legal Description: Lot 2 of Bella’s Ridge Subdivision, Second DECEASED. -
. T T Eronete

Addition. NOTICE TO CREDITORS Sraattsyon

SECTION 2. That the Council has before it a map showing the IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF ) IN THE PROBATE COURT OF

relationship of the properties proposed to be annexed to the cor- TAKE NOTICE that Letters of Administration have been granted to SETH WADE DYER ) CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

porate limits of the City of Cullman, and that said map is on file as Administrator of the Estate of FLO ANN DYER, deceased, on this the | — day of ROY H. DRINKARD, deceased. ) CASE NO PC 2026-422
in the office of the Clty Clerk along with an aCknOW]edgment OL)L‘U W 2026, by the Honorable Tammy Brown, Judge of the Probate Court of Cullman NOTICE OF PUBLICATION,
by the property owner that they want it to be annexed into the County TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

City of Cullman.

SECTION 3. That the City of Cullman does hereby annex as a
part of its corporate limits the above-described tracts or parcels
of land as R-2 Residential District.

SECTION 4. That a copy of this ordinance after its adoption,
which ordinance includes a description of the property annexed
to the City of Cullman, be filed in the office of the Judge of
Probate of Cullman County, Alabama, the county in which the
municipality is located.

SECTION 5. That this ordinance shall take effect upon its pas-

sage and publication as required by law. To:
ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL this the 26th day of
October, 2026. ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL this
the 26th day of October 2026./s/Kim Hall - President of City
Council. ATTESTED BY: /s/Wesley M. Moore - City Clerk.
APPROVED this the 26th day of October, 2026. /s/'Woody
Jacobs — Mayor

Letters Testamentary having been granted on the Last Will and Testament of the decedent
to JUDY K. WHITE a&Q JERRY D. KIMBROUGH, the Co-Personal Representatives of the
deceased, on the £“7 “day of 755 , 2026, by the Honorable Tammy
Brown, Judge of the Probate Court of Cullman County, Alabama notice is hereby given that all
persons having claims against such estate are required to file an itemized and verified statement of
such claim in the office of such Judge of Probate within six (6) months from the above date or the
same will be barred and payment prohibited.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all persons having claims against said Estate are hereby

required to present the same within time allowed by law or the same will be barred.

Seth Wade Dyer

N JUDY K. WHITE and JERRY D. KIMBROUGH,
Personal Representative

Co-Personal Representatives,

Estate of ROY H. DRINKARD, deceased
SMITH & KILGO LAW, LLC
Dean R. Smith

Attorney for the Administrator
4213 Ave SE, Ste. 245
Cullman, AL 35055

Elizabeth H. Hutchins
Dentons Sirote, PC

2311 Highland Avenue South
Birmingham, Alabama 35205

TO: The Publisher of The Cullman Tribune
THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman, AL 35055

Please publish the above notice three (3) successive weeks in said newspaper> E

TAMMY BROWN, PR@ATE JUDGE
CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

Please publish the above Notice once a week for three consecutive weeks and send an affidavit
of Publication to the Judge of Probate.

s rusn

TAMMY BROWN, JUDGE OF PROBATE
CULLMAN COUNTY; ALABAMA
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FREE MAMMOGRAMS AND

Prior to entering
any Alabama school
or child care center,

an up-fo-date
Certificate of

Immunization must
be submitted for
each child.

www.alabamapublichealth.gov/imm

ALABAMA
PUBLIC
HEALTH

WIELE)

es for Children

MV

IMMUNIZATION DIVISION

election.

paid for by AARP

AARP is fighting for
every voter who’s
counting on Social
Security.

As prices soar, protecting the Social
Security you earned is more important
than ever. Join AARP to stand up

for Social Security in the upcoming

Be a Social Security voter.
aarp.org/SocialSecurityVoter

facebook.com/AARP ‘ @AARP ‘ aarp.org

PAP TESTS

with FREE CANCER TREATMENT AVAILABLE

TO ELIGIBLE WOMEN

* Breast Cancer Screenings 40-64 yrs old
* Cervical Cancer Screenings 21-64 yrs old

Il
il

Program of Alabama

DON’T DELAY
DO IT FOR YOURSELF
DO IT FOR YOUR FAMILY

For a referral or more information go to:
www.alabama.gov/bandc
scan the QR Code below,

or contact the hotline: 1-877-252-3324
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Obituary Ammmmceenments: Oct. 27-28

Frances W. Tate, 87

In Loving Memory of Frances
W. Tate

May 24, 1939 - Oct. 24, 2026
Some people leave behind
memories. Others leave behind
a legacy of love, strength, and
a family that will never quite
be the same without them.
Frances W. Tate, affectionately
known as Mawmaw, was most
certainly the latter. Born on
May 24, 1939, Frances was
one of nine children and the
last surviving sibling. On June
25, 1960, she married the love
of her life, Bill Tate, beginning
a beautiful life together filled
withlove, family,and memories.
Mawmaw was the heart of
her family, the matriarch,
the protector, and, let's be
honest, the one you probably
didn’t want to cross. She loved
fiercely, spoke her mind, and
had a heart overflowing with
love for the people she called
hers. If Mawmaw loved you,
you never had to question it.
And if someone messed with
her family, well, they quickly
learned just how fiercely
she could protect them. She
had a remarkable gift for
creating beautiful things. An
avid gardener with a love for
flowers, she could bring just
about anything to life. She
loved to bake, enjoyed reading,
and could craft nearly anything
she set her mind to. She had
a special way of making those
she loved feel cherished and
protected. No matter how old
her children or grandchildren
became, they were still her
babies. And she made certain
they knew it. Every single
night, without fail, she sent
messages reminding her family
that she loved them. It was
such a simple gesture, but one
that spoke volumes about the
kind of woman she was. Her
great-grandson, Nicko, was the
absolute light of her life. The
loveandjoyhebroughtherwere
immeasurable, and the bond
they shared was something
truly special. Mawmaw was
a member of Union Grove
Church in Holly Pond,
Alabama. Her faith, her love for
her family, and her unwavering
strength were woven into the
fabric of who she was. She
was preceded in death by her
beloved husband, Bill Tate;
her parents, John and Dollie
White; her eight siblings; her

daughter, Beverly Flournoy;
and her granddaughter, Stacey
Flournoy. She leaves behind
her daughter, Kim Freeman,
and son-in-law, Scott Freeman;
her granddaughter, Amy Kemp,
and her husband, Nathan
Kemp; her cherished great-
grandson, Nicko Galanis; and
a host of nieces, nephews, and
their children. Mawmaw's
absence will be felt in countless
ways. In the flowers she once
tended, the things she lovingly
made, the phone calls that can
no longer be made, and the
nightly messages that always
ended with love. She leaves
behind a family who knew what
it meant to be loved fiercely
and unconditionally. And while
life without her will never be
quite the same, the love she
gave so freely will remain with
them always. She was one of
a kind, a force to be reckoned
with, and loved beyond words.
And knowing Mawmaw, she'd
probably have a thing or two
to say about all this fuss being
made over her. A Celebration of
Life will be held on Friday, Oct.
30, 2026, at 3 p.m. at Union
Grove Church in Holly Pond,
Alabama.

Becky Burgess, 70

Becky Currier Burgess, age 70,
of Cullman, Alabama, passed
away on Monday, Oct. 26,
2026. Becky was born April
11, 1956, in Savanah, Georgia.
Becky was a devoted wife,
mother, grandmother, and
teacher. Becky was preceded in
death by her mother, Charlotte
Currier, and her sister, Suzy
Fields. Becky is survived by
her husband of 32 years, John
Burgess; her father, Thomas
Jay Currier; her children:
Patrick Cook, April Gray (Jeff),
Erin Williams (Joel), and Ethan
Burgess; four grandchildren:
Brantly, Jack, Jordan, and
Lily; nephews: Jacob Whittle
(Katie) and Isaac Whittle;
and a niece: Peyton Whittle.
Becky was a special education
teacher, and she spent most
of her teaching career at the
Cullman Child Development
Center. After retiring, she
continued her part-time work
in special education eligibility
for the Cullman County School
System. Becky, aka “Granna”,
had a beautiful spirit and smile
that would light up a room.
Becky always put everyone else

before herself and gave the best
gifts. She loved her husband,
children, and grandchildren
with her whole heart. She
was always available to help
and care for a grandchild.
Becky loved traveling with
her family, including trips to
the Great Smoky Mountains,
the  Bahamas, Savannah,
and Walt Disney World. She
loved staying busy and found
satisfaction in working part-
time. As an alumna of The
University of Alabama, she
also loved supporting her
team. In lieu of flowers, please
consider donating in her name
to Hayden Methodist Church.
A visitation for Becky will be
held Thursday, Oct. 29, 2026,
from noon-2 p.m. at Hayden
Methodist Church, 325 Third
Avenue, Hayden, AL 35079,
followed by a funeral service at
2p.m.

Robert Gene Bates, 85

Robert Gene Bates, 85, of
Cullman, Alabama, was born
Dec. 10, 1940, in Cullman,
Alabama, and passed away
Oct. 25, 2026. He will be
remembered with deep respect
and lasting gratitude for a
life marked by steady service,
quiet strength, and unwavering
devotion to those he loved.
Robert served the people of his
community as Cullman County
Circuit Clerk for 30 years,
carrying out his responsibilities
with patience, integrity, and
thoughtful care. He was also a
Mason for 57 years, a faithful
commitment reflected not only
inlongevity but in the generous
work of his hands and heart—
conducting and performing
more than 300 Masonic
services. A lifelong member
of Sharon Grove Methodist
Church, Robert’s faith was
not merely spoken, but lived
through loyalty, kindness, and
a gentle, consistent presence.
Above all, Robert was a loving
and devoted husband and a
cherished father, grandfather,
and great grandfather—a man
widely regarded as one of the
most wonderful men that
ever walked this earth. His
family knew him as brave and
resilient in life’s demands, yet
always tender in spirit: wise in
counsel, patient in difficulty,
and steadfastly kind-hearted.
As a beloved grandfather and
great-grandfather, he was

cherished for the calm strength
and devoted love that anchored
generations.  Robert found
honest joy in the outdoors
and in the work of the land.
Whether hunting, fishing, or
farming, he carried the same
hard-working dedication and
quiet  thoughtfulness that
defined every part of his life.
He is survived by his beloved
wife of 66 years, Janice Bates;
daughters, Cindy (Bobby)
McSwain and Becky (Hayden)
Faulk; grandchildren, Brooke
(Bil) Berg and Brittany
(Whitney)  Tucker;  great
grandchildren, Olivia Yancy,
Audrey Tucker, Caroline Berg,
Anna Kate Berg, and William
Berg; and brother, Frank Bates
of Texas. He was preceded
in death by his brothers,
William “Bill” Bates, Grady
Bates, Jack Bates, Thad Bates,
and Terry Bates; his sisters,
Myrtle Hendrix, Dorothy
Hancock, and Viva Johnson;
and his parents, Robert Lem
and Mamie Pearl Trimble
Bates.  Rev. Paul Campbell
and Rev. Delbert Freeman
will be officiating. “What we
do for ourselves alone stays
with us, but what we do for
others lives on and on.” In
that enduring truth, Robert’s
legacy remains—beloved,
faithful, and deeply cherished.
Visitation for Robert Bates
will be held Wednesday, Oct.
28,2026 from 4-7 p.m. at Moss
Service Funeral Home, 1901
Second Avenue NW, Cullman,
AL 35055. A Celebration of
Life Funeral Service will be
held Thursday, Oct. 29, 2026
beginning at 1 p.m. at Moss
Service Funeral Home with a
Graveside Committal Service
to follow at Shedd Cemetery in
Trimble, Alabama.

Henry Eugene Sullins, 84

Henry Eugene Sullins (Gene)
passed away at Huntsville
Hospital on Oct. 26, 2026, at
the age of 84. Gene is preceded
in death by his parents Henry
and Evis Sullins, his brothers
C.J. Sullins, Bobby Ray Sullins,
Edward Sullins, his sister
Helen Sullins and Shelia
Miller. Gene is survived by
his wife, Lisha Sullins, of 32
years. They were married at
Bell Springs Baptist Church on
Jan. 7,1994. He is also survived
by his children Ken (Sylvia)
Sullins, Kevin  (Melanie)

Sullins, Michele (Robert)
Kimbril, Coby Sullins, his
grandchildren Kyle, Tyler, Alyx
and Ryan Sullins, Katti Mann,
Jerred and Erik Schafer, Kayla
Burttram, Tyler Williams,
Kari West, Kaleb, Bryson
and Henry Colt Kimbril, and
Kaitlyn Hagemore. His great
grandchildren Gabe, Rayn,
Alison Lily, Lane, Isaiah, Eden,
Judah, Eli, Wyatt, Ava, Lainey,
Sylas, Tylee, J.P, Simon,
Ali Jade, Maverick, Kolson,
Bankston, Kenzly Mae, Hunt,
Haisly, Grayson, and Cohen.
His brothers and sisters, Alton
(Sandra) Sullins, Ronald Dean
Sullins  (Brenda Mobley),
Leroy (Barbara Jean) Sullins,
Don Sullins (Sheron), Dewayne
Sullins (Nita), Gary Macks
Sullins, Betty Jean Chandler,
Tiny Sullins, and a host/slew
of nephews, nieces, cousins
and friends. Gene enjoyed
talking and fellowshipping
with anyone and everyone
that would talk to him. He
loved being around family and
hanging around all the family.
He absolutely loved to hunt
deer, whether it was sitting in
a deer stand or chasing dogs
with Leroy and the Mississippi
gang. He loved watching all the
sports activities, whether it was
his family or not, but he loved
watching them all. He loved his
time on the Cullman County
School Board. He was a board
member for 12 years. He made
sure he did everything he could
to help not only the schools, but
the children and the families.
Last, but not least, he loved
Jesus as his Lord and Savior.
He loved all of his church
family and, most importantly,
he wanted to make sure
everyone knew Jesus Christ.
The visitation will be held
at Temple Baptist Church in
Cullman, Alabama, on Highway
157 on Thursday evening, Oct.
29, from 6-8 p.m. and Friday
morning, Oct. 30, from 9-11
a.m. The funeral service will be
held at Temple Baptist Church
on Oct. 30, 2026, at 11 am.
Jerry Lake and Malcom Carter
will be officiating the service.
Interment will be at Bell
Springs Cemetery following
the funeral service.

Mary Elizabeth Faulkner, 94
Mary Elizabeth Faulkner, age
94 of Cullman, formerly of
Jacksonville, Alabama, passed

away on Sunday, Oct. 25, 2026,
at Woodland Village Health
Care. She was born, Nov. 25,
1931 to Rev. Olan R. Deason
and Alva Mae Deason. Cullman
Heritage Funeral Home is
honored to serve the family.
She was preceded in death by
her parents, first husband and
father of her son, Willie Lester
Smith; second husband, Arthur
Faulkner;  brother, Elbert
Deason; and sister, Janie
Nunnally. Survivors include
her son, Dallas (Kimberly)
Smith; grandchildren, Zachary
(Ashley)  Smith, Jonathan
(Katelyn) ~ Smith,  James
(Ashton) Parsons, and Ashley
(Jeremy) Crawford; 9, great
grandchildren; nephew, Dennis
Deason (Twyla), nieces, Lynn
Nunnally and Denise Powell
(Ed) ; and a host of other family
and friends. She accepted Jesus
Christ as her Lord and Savior,
and her faith was a precious
part of her life. Her hope
rested in the promises of God,
and her family finds comfort
in knowing that she is now at
peace in the presence of her
Lord. She will be remembered
for the love she gave, the lives
she touched, and the memories
she leaves behind. Her family
was her blessing, and her love
will remain a lasting part of
their lives. Though she is no
longer with them, her legacy
will live on through every life
she touched and every heart
she loved. Those who knew and
loved her will always remember
her sweet and familiar words,
"I love you, hun.” Though her
voice may be silent now, those
precious words will live on in
the hearts of her loved ones,
a lasting reminder that love
never truly says goodbye. The
family would like to extend our
sincere gratitude to Woodland
Village Health Care and North
Alabama Hospice for the love,
compassion, and exceptional
care shown to our mother. A
memorial service will be held
at a later date. 2 Timothy 4.7 "1
have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept
the faith.”

- "Sincere Compassionate Care" -

CULLMAN'’S ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN

DIRECT CREMATION $1,695 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by Steve and Hilda Rodgers

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East

Cullman, Alabama 35055
www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

Moss Service Funeral Home

1901 Second Avenue Northwest

734-182 1 Service You Can Count On

"Memovials of Qualily Since 1910"

Cullman Mable & Granite Co.

734-2353

FREE OBITUARY LISTINGS

HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US

Email: obits@cullmantribune.com

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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Tools of the Trade: Wallace State
hosts about 1.6K eighth graders for
hands-on career showcase

Krystal Corley

krystal@cullmantribune.com

HANCEVILLE, Ala. -
Hard hats, stethoscopes,
welding helmets and awhole
lot of curiosity filled Wallace
State Community College’s
Hanceville campus Tues-
day as eighth graders from
across the region got an
early look at the careers that
could shape their futures.

Wallace State hosted its
annual Tools of the Trade
career showcase Tuesday,
Oct. 27, welcoming students
from Cullman, Blount and
Winston counties for a day
of hands-on career explora-
tion.

“The Career and Work-
force Development team
here at Wallace State puts
on Tools of the Trade every
year for all of our eighth-
grade students in our service
area,” said Lauren Wilson,
Wallace State’s dean of the
Oneonta Campus and early
college programs. “So today
we have about 1,600 eighth-
grade students visiting us
to learn all about career
choices, college choices, job
opportunities and things

that they can look forward
to as they begin to plan their
future.”

A day of discovery

Throughout the day, stu-
dents rotated through ex-
hibits and interactive sta-
tions showcasing dozens of
career pathways in advanced
manufacturing, healthcare,
skilled trades, public safety,
information technology and
other high-demand fields.
Along the way, they talked
with representatives from
local businesses and in-
dustries, as well as Wallace
State’s academic, health and
technical programs.

The event is designed to
help students connect with
future career opportunities
and see the high-demand
jobs available right in their
own communities.

Timing is everything
Tools of the Trade reaches
students at a key moment,
just before they head into
high school and begin choos-
ing classes and pathways.
“By engaging students
at this stage, we can spark
curiosity and help them

begin thinking about the ed-
ucation and training” they’ll
need for future opportuni-
ties, Wallace State Career
Services Specialist Adam
West said in announcing this
year’s event.

Localbusinesseswerein-
vited to take part at no cost,
and organizers encouraged
them to bring interactive
activities and demonstra-
tions to give students a real
feel for the work. Businesses
could also support the event
through sponsorships or by
volunteering as guides to
help students navigate the
day.

A community effort

Tools of the Trade is pre-
sented by Wallace State
Community College, the
Cullman Area Chamber
of Commerce, the City of
Cullman Economic Devel-
opment Agency, the Blount
County Economic Develop-
ment Agency and Cullman
County Economic Develop-
ment.

For more information
about Wallace State’s career
and workforce programs,
visit www.wallacestate.edu.
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2026 BUICK
Enclave Avenir

STK# 84207

« Front Seats 4-Way Power
Lumbar with Massage
Bose 16 Speaker Audio
with Subwoofer

Power Liftgate
Remote Open/Start

{2026 GMC SIERRA
1500 Denali
Ultimate

STK# T0486

6.2L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
10-Speed Automatic

Super Cruise

MultiPro Tailgate Kicker Audio System
Denali Premium Suspension
Adaptive Ride Control

2026 GMC SIERRA
2500 HD Denali

P Ultimate

STK# 69553

« B.6L Duramax V8 Turbo Diesel
10-Speed Automatic
16-Way Power Front Seats

with Lumbar
Heated Seats/Steering Wheel
Power Moonroof

i 2026 GMC SIERRA
2500 HD AT4

STK# 7o

B.6L Duramax V8 Turbo Diesel
10-5peed Automatic
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NOW $55,409
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$15,000!

WAS $87,790
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SAVE
$12,000! .

WAS $99,630

NOW $88,429
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SAVE
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Gooseneck/5th Wheel

Prep Package

Ultrasonic Front & Rear Park Assist
AT4 Preferred Package

WAS $90,855

NOW $80,654

2026 BUICK e
Envista Preferred i@*

STK# 64401

» 1.2L EcoTec Turbo Engine
« Power Liftgate
« 8-Way Power Driver Seat

i WAS $28,580
« Split Folding Rear Seat

NOW $25 379
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2026 GMC

Acadia Denali
STK# 68231

s 2.5L Turbo Engine

» Super Cruise Package

e 3rd Row Seating

« Ventilated Front Seats WAS S8 005

NOW $58,404

2026 GMC SIERRA
1500 SLT

STK# 70856
» 5.3L EcoTec3 V8 Engine = al [l

+ 10-Speed Automatic
High Capacity Suspension $ ]sﬁAgsEﬂl i oy
System
ProGrade Trailering System
Wheel to Wheel Chrome Assist Steps

NOW $53,629

2026 GMC Yukon
Denali
STK# 70244

® J3.0L Duramax Turbo Diesel
« 10-Speed Automatic with Overdrive

* AutoSense Hands-Free
Power Liftgate

* Remote Entry/Start

» |eather

WAS $94,630

NOW 386 919 |

2026 BUICK Encore
GX Preferred
STK# 64258

o 1.3L EcoTec Turbo Engine

« Rear View Camera

« Heated Front

Seats/Steering Wheel
o Blind Spot Monitor

WAS $30,075

NOW $24,374

2026 GMC Yukon .
XL Denali

STK# 69149
e 6.2L EcoTec3 V8 Engine
« Magnetic Ride Control
Suspension
« Heads Up Display
. « Hands Free Power Llftgate

WA $91,815

NOW 384 614
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i lg & fee. Color may vary.'



